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A preſented Tour Lord. 
Vid with the Firſt Volume of 
bi Book; and for the ſame 
= redſon; I now preſent it again 
an in all its Parts to Jou, becauſe it 
was made for You, I mean for Gentlemen 
ef Tour Noble (haracter; and becauſe, 1 
believe, the peruſal of it will both profit 
and delight Ion: But more eſpecially, 
my Lord, I make Tou a Preſent of it, to 

' give Tour Lordjbip an aſſurance o "the, 


unfeigned deſires 1 1 that Tou 
A 3 E | 


* 
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ee Good, as well as Great, and io teſlifi 


thereby to the World, the great reſpe I 
have for Tour Noble Family ; of which 
1 our. Lordſbiy cannot fail to be the great 
Ornament, as well as the Glory of Your 
2 if Ton rale ibis Book for Tour 
Companion, and Euſebius, the Noble 
" Author of it, for Tour Guide. 
My Lord, T had the Honour to be 
long acquainted with my Lord Tour 
Grandfather,” and ] had the Hap pineſs, 
and Bleſſing, to be bred up in ” Fami- 
Ly of Tour Great Grandfather of immor- 
fal Memory, I mean in the moſt Famous 
Univerſity ir Oxford, to'which; after a 
eng Night of Ignorance, in I imes which 
his incomparable Pen hath deſcribed, he 
 reflored"true Learning and Diſcipline, to 
the great Benefit of the Church, and King- 
dom, andl governed it; all the Mine be Was 
Chancellor of i, piththe Care, Affection, 
aud. Autorin of a Father; and. my Tora 
Tubrily believe, that of thoſe, who were 


Then Stidentts in the Univerſity, there is 
vote a Mari re Ronk, or Profeſſion 


LY EM now 


The Dedication. 
nom living, who doth not reverente his 
Memory, and wiſb all Happineſs to his 
Moble Family, and particularly to Jour 
Lordſhip, who bear his Name, and who. 
we all hope, will follow his great Example, 
and that of another in every Reſpect as 
great, and good, I mean the Example 
of Your H — other Great Grand ſa- 
ther, my Lord CAPELL. Ne . 
| m, and Immortal Memory. 

Lo that End, my Lord, this Bodk, vow 
compleated by the Author, comes to wait 
wpon Ibu i in the Fifth Edition; which 1 

ment ion to Jour- Loruſbip, to let you un- 
derſtand, that it muſt be a Bool of more 
than common Value, which in ſo Critical 
an Age, hath made its way ſo often in its 
ſeveral parts through the World without = 
any orher Teftimony, or C Veet 
bur that of its own intrinfick worth. 

»\ Wherefore, My Lord, I do not WR 
| ſore Zou to read it ober, for that would 
be A Di ſparagement to it, and all the 
parts of it; I only deſire Nvut Lonilſbip 
to balls} ty t9 read as ſmall a part fit 
em 7 = as 


I ̃᷑!hbe Dedication. 
as tleaſe: and ien to ſorbeur reading 
tie whole Collection, if hau can. I due 
amy Lord, wen Jau have begun, 
Na mill no mare be able uct tu go through 


- | 


1 


that 


the Whole, then i Tou were 10 read the 


bel Dramatick £ ampefare that ever was 
Bader dau ul give off.at the Firſt AG, 
aul nat preccea io the End of the Fifth. 


DA pitbout. Reaſon, my Lord, 
likgn ibis Boot 10 4 Play; for in- 


15 | deed It is a ſon Drama, written in 
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4 (gf: Gentleme 1 and to repreſent Vice 


Diglogue, #irhaut Numbers, in which 
 Jeaeral-Perſons under feigned Names, 


expre(s-ſeveral Humourt, and as it were 


5 A ſenerul Parts; and as ina.truc Play, 


mach. as 16 pleaſes and to Conch a Noble 


1 Otamatiſt in Proſe, the Wiſe Euſe- 


25 bius, whoſe Fiety in his Book. is equal 10 
bu it. defiges through the whole of it to 
rende. Virtus amiable, aud venerable, 


a ol! becoming the Projeſſion,and pra 
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ridiculous, and moſt difbonourable and 
roachful 10 Gentlemen of all Ranks, 
deſtribing all along the Vanities, and 
Follies, and Madneſs of the World, and 
iſervering the finful\Arts, and Snares, 
and Temptations of ir in ſuch a delight- 
ful and convincing manner, that it muſt 
be ſaid of every one, who can turn Apo- 
ſtate from Virtue after reading this moſt 
excellent Ne mar his Den 
is of himſelf. 
My Lord, it is now ſome time ſince 
Tour Lordſhip enter d on the Stage of 
the World,” and, give me leave to ſay a. 
gain, that the Eyes of God, and all ery 
Men will be upon Jou, to obſerve — You 
will act Jour Part, ond whether Jou I. 
follow the Inſtructions which the Honou- 
rable Euſebius gives in the Firſt part to 
Neander, 2 in the reft to Theoma- 
chus; or whether forgetting the honour 
both of Your Natural, and Spiritual 
Birth, and the Sacred Obligations of Your 
Baptiſmal Vow, Jon will let Tour ſelf be 
cartied of ” the * Number of Athe- 


8 iſts, 


The Dedication | 
ſts, Peiſts Indifferents, and. Debau . 


chees among us, whoſe vile Manners and 
'Converſation, be deſcribes in this golden 


Boot. My: Lord, in. ſuch an Age as 


| * Kecleſiati-- this, 7 on muſt Prepare Your 
N *.Soul. againſt the Tempta- 


tions of theſe — from which, by the 
Grace of God, Nou have hitherto-preſer- 
ved, and 1 nul, will always preſerve 
Tour Selſ, though they will be ſure 10 uſe 
all their Arts, particularly that moſt 
2 erous one of Flattery, to ſeduce Jou, 
to aſſail Jour Vertue with all their 
þ and still. But God, if You'ſeek. 
bis Aſſiſtance, and : Tour, own Chriſtian 
Courage, and Reſolution, will. ſecure 
Jour Tordibig from them; ani that Jon 
map live to be a bright, heroick, and 
fleady. Example of Chiiftian Piety, in a 
_ moſt wicked. and degenerate. Age, | ſball 
be the conſtant, and . yy i pe 


mt La, . 
bY Ty Lardhig's | * 
CT bedient S efbant, _ 
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. TO THE. A | 
GENTRY. 
"GENTLEMEN, et 
EZ Rovidence having put the following 
Nj Dialogues into my Hands, I take 
the Boldneſs to offer em to the 
\ View of the Publick under your 

Protection. They were only intend- 
ed by the Author for the private In- 
ſtruction of a Young Nobleman; on whom th 
have wrought ſuch admirable Effects, that it's Pi- 
ty 1 to bury them in Privacy, and to 
con 


ne em to one Cloſet. The Author's Deſign 
is charitable (I am ſure;) but whether he has been 


happy in Execution, I wholly leave to your Judg- - 


ments. He runs through the Duty of a Gentle- 
man, and of a Chriſtian; he points at the ſhorteſt 
way to Greatneſs and Goodneſs, and furniſhes you 


. 


f 


Te Publiſher to the {1 
with Materials to live with Honour in this World, 
and in Glory in the next. | 


= 


' Reception : For Meſlengers o 
dom unwelcome. _,. .. ... 
But nothing has emboldened me ſo much to caſt 
theſe Pages at your Feet, as ſincere Tenderneſs 
for your Perſons. It's Wiſdom to have an Anti- 
date at, Hand when we ſaſpect Poiſon; and dange- 
rous to viſit a Peſt-houfe without- a Profervative. 
Alas, Gentlemen, you ſuck in Poiſon, you live in 
Infection; Wealth, Grandeur, and Example plot 
your Ruin, and 'Flattery diſguiſes the Danger; 
wd Books are of the Cabal, they dart Poiſon to 
the Heart through the Avenues of the Eyes, and 
convey Death through Pleaſure,” n 
In St. Peters Days the Devil made his Round 
to prey on the Unwary; bat now he has almoſt 
eaſed himſelf of that Labour; he acts no more in 
Perſon but by Deputy; he has commiſſion d Poets 


good News are ſel- 


to Rhzme you into Deſtruction, and fees Libertines 


to argue you into Hell; and certainly he has had 
greater Succeſs againſt Mankind under the Shape 
of an Author, than of a Lyon; your Cloſets are 
ſtuckt with defaming Lampoons, lewd Plays, and 
| ſcandalous Poems; you read theſe helliſh Papers 
with Pleaſure and. Tranſport; They fofren N - 
ture, emaſculate the Mind, and by ees meta- 
morphoſe the Reader into as errant a Beaſt as the 
Poet; the Style charms, the Expreſſion is luſcious, 
and the Contrivance no lefs inviting than the 
Subject. All theſe petty Artifices — * to en- 
age Senſe, to enliven Paſſion, and debauch the 
| Ut. 0 N ä WV, L | 
Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe Deſire, 
Care is taken to ſet off Ladies with all the Allure- 
ments of Eafineſs and Condeſcendency ; they are 
EROS difcarded 


. 


Seing therefore this Treatiſe comes on ſo kind 
an Errand, it will (I ace”, meet with a Civil 


1 


GENTRY. 
diſcarded not only of Modeſty, but of Shame; fo 
that, if the Originals reſemble the Copies, if the 
Sex he as ill prepared for Defence at home, as on 
the Stage, the Conqueſt will be made without the 
Expence of Artillery or Bombe. 
But this is not enough; the Poets take upon 
'em the Office of Engineers too; they trace out 
the Approaches, point tlie Cannon, order the At- 
rack, and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on. For why 
do they expoſe not only to the Eyes in the Play- 
houſe, but in Print, paſt Brutalities, but to per- 
ſwade you to act em over again? And why do 
they enter Particulars, but to ſhew you the 
Method? They ranfack Aſulberry- Gardens, Epſom- 
Wells, and other publick Scenes of Debauchery, 
for the Subject of your Entertainment; their Plots 
and Counterplots are only Gar Ae to trapan Wo- 
men, and gull Heireſſes; beſides, few Hcentious 
Intrigues miſcarry. This is a ſhy Hund, to the 
Audience and the Reader that Succeſs will cer- 
tainly wait upon their Attempts, and by Conſe - 


quence tis a ſtrong Provocation to enter upon 


Action.. | | 

And becauſe Nature has ftamp'd on the Face of 
Vice, Deformity and Horrour, theſe reful 
Features are ſhaded with charming Appellations; 
the Sins lie ont of fight under a Varniſn, and 
nothing appears but the Pleaſure. For this Rea- 


ſon the moſt overt Invitations to Evil muſt be 


Chriſten'd, Billets doux; Lewdneſs muſt be ſtiled 


Gallantry, and. the Stews Places of Diverſion. Why 
are innocent Names put on criminal Things, but 


to-confound Notions; but to gild over Diſhoneſty, 

(as Apothecaries do Pills) that it may go down 

n any Checks or Convulſions of Conſci- 

ence * | 

Seeing you thus cloſely beſieged on all ſides, 

and ſtanding on the Brink of Deſtruction; . 
. (what 


Te Publiſher to the 


(hat is worſe) void of Fear, nay, lulled into a 


mortal Lethargy, without any Apprehenſion of i 


your Danger, I have brought theſe Dialogues to 
your Reſcue, and may aſſure you with ſome Con- 
fidence, they'll prove moſt uſeful and highly bene- 
ficial, if you will vouchſafe to peruſe em with un- 
prejudiced Minds and unbyaſs'd Affectionss. 
They lay before your Eyes the moſt important 
Parts of your Duty both to God and Men; the 
Snares of the World, and Wiles of the Devil; the 
Cauſes of your Miſcarriage, and ſure Methods ei- 
ther to prevent or retrieve em. And what can 
you deſire more, but a ſincere Reſolution to apply 
theſe Remedies that are deſcrib d? boch 
I am ſenſible we live in an Age devoted to Cen - 
ſure and Criticiſm; and therefore I have thought 
fit to obviate an Ohjection or two. Some ma 
think the Author treats Quality with too muc 
Freedom, and Nobility with too little Reſpect: 
But, Gentlemen, pray remember, there is a great 
Difference between your Perſons and your Vices; 
. theſe be Honours, not thoſe. --o—©_|)  _ 
It were ridiculous to Compliment Criminals, 
or to Reverence Felons on the Hurdle; your Fai- 
lures are bronght upon the Scaffold, not for Tri- 
umph, but for Execution; to receive Puniſhment, 
not Applauſe; What Wonder then if he handles 
roughly thoſe: Faults he condemns? If he tears off 
the Vizours that conceal a loathſome Deformity 
under a falſe but tempting Superficies? He has a 
mind to diſcountenance Ill, to withdraw you from 


the Embraces of theſe treacherous Syrens, that 


_ enchant your Reaſon, and captivate your Affecti- 
ons in order to murder your Souls; that offer 
fk ima mary Pleaſures, ro reward your Credu- 
Lity with real Torments. This is certainly a cha- 
ritable Deſign, but withal- impracticable, unleſs 
each Vice be haled to the Bar, and all their Trea- 


. «ſons, 
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GENTRY. 

ſons, Forgeries and Impoſtures be brought to light, 
and proved upon em as clear as the Day. 

For, Gentlemen, (give me leave to ſpeak free- 
ly) you love Vice under the Mask of Pleaſure, - 
almoſt to dotage ; nothing can wean your Affecti- 
ons from its bewitching Charms, but a Demon- 
ſtration that you are moſt wretchedly impoſed 
upon. | 9085 
err perchance take it ill that the Au- 
thor ſports ſometimes upon too ſerious a Subject, 
and by conſequence tranſgreſſes the Rules of De- 
cency. | 
Bur you muſt conſider we live in an Age that 
ranks Seriouſneſs among the Vices, and Railery a- 
mong the Vertues. Alas, Gentlemen, the Spor- 
tive Faculty takes place of the Reaſonable ; Riſibile 
and Rationale have changed Places ſince Ariffotle's 
Days; the Propriety has ſtep'd into the Definiti- 
on of Man, and baniſhed his moſt eſſential In- 
gredient among the Accidents. Reaſon without 
Force is out of Faſhion; it muſt appear in a Sca- 


XZ ramouche's Dreſs to obtain an Audience, and muſt 


bring Delight as well as Inſtruction, to be wel- 
COME. | 

The Author condeſcends to your Weakneſs ; 
and ſurely you will not cenſure bs Civility, nor 
burleſque his Judgment, for paying Deference to 

our Quality: Beſides, he is ſenſible, Vice has 
— laught into Practice and Reputation, and 
Vertue into Contempt. Why therefore may not 
Vertue regain its Poſt by the ſame Method it loſt 
it? And why may not the Gentry be ſported into 
their Duty, as they have been rallied out of it ? 
Some Poiſons call for Treacle, others for Fire; 
but that of the Tarantula muſt be fetch'd out by 
Mufick. A Peal of Laughter enervates the Force 
of this Neapolitan Venom, and a Brace of Minutes 
expell it. Who knows but your Diſtemper is 

| Wo 3 mm 


wbhſher in the Gentry. 


the fame- Name:? A lenfk. def perate Dileaſes re 
pro l ments; 85 AR Auer y ſuc- 
esd, it's a to have If 

In fine; 1 ro z this Treati/e-at y our Pet, and | 
1 ed to pernſe i 7 To | 
N * may not o urniſn 

bel Pleaſure nor l . 
| Geed, as courts Senſe, and gratifies the Be 
| 21 
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but: ſuch as is proportioned to the ſuprem 
ie ale, ch as Jealt a Soul, and re 
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REFACE. 


IE me Leave, Dear Reader, to 

uſher in the following Conferences with 
a Charafter of the Author. He 
I dead, and by Conſequence out of th 

Yo Reach of Vanity. And as the 

* larity of his Life gives no bold to Sa- 
or, fo the Excellency of his Virtues raiſe him above 
lattery. Many Reaſons perſwade me to conceal bis 
Name ; but more to publiſh his rare Merits. . 
Example bas ffrange Attractives; the Way to Ver- 
tue by Precepts (as the Philoſopher notes ) is long, but 
by Example ſhort and eafie Like the Laconick Dia- 
led, it expreſſes much in a little, and drives Argu- 
ments more home than Logick or Rhetorick. See- 
mg therefore, Gentlemen have continnally before their 
Eyes ſo many Statues of Vice in all Poſtures, it's time 
to preſent em with one of Vertue, that they may be 
conume'd, Picty is within their Reach, as vel as with- 
in their Obligation; and that they may live within the 
Circle of their Duty, without ftepping ont of the World, 
| FL or 
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or debarring themſelves the Freedom of Society and 
- Converſation. | 
And, indeed, the Life of this Gentleman is a plain 


and ſanding E vidence, that Alen transform Palaces 


Into Places of Debauchery, not Palaces Men into De- 
bauchees , and that Courts would be innocent, if Cour- 
tiers could reſolve to remain ſo, 
Euſebius was of a Family as ancient as the c 
queſt , and, what is particular, in all the Civil Wars 
and Revolutions of State; his Anceſtors were ſo bap- 
py, as to ſtand hy their "agg in 1 of Faction 
and e er could th "2 repel ages 
to 2 ir Loyalty * oſped * er- 
mt, Yo choſe av 50 — in * Defence of 
ice, than to Iriumpb with proſperous Uſurpers. - 
Euſebius bad the 9 9 be 42 of a 
Mother, whoſe Wiſdom vied with ber Piety, and both 


indeed, were extraordinary. She trained bim up from 


- , the Cradle in, the Duties of 4 Chriflian ; and, I , 


may ſay, be both loved. God, and feared bim, ſo * 
| 22 was 2 — e NINO oe 7 f 64 
ection : And theſe mpre, 0 3 
that * *** 2 loyments were able to 22 
em « | 
He was fas to the Univerſity inks the Condu8@ 
J of a udent. Governor, who endeavoured by Precept 
and Example to im in him thoſe Seeds of Ver- 
tue his, Mother had Jowed ſo early.. He applied bim- 
- ſelf to Philoſophy — agerneſs and Appetite, _ 
made a Progreſs anſwerable to his the. ng Wit and 
aſiduous — i et he always lost on Learning 
as the Acceſſory, and. Piety as the Principal: That 
(be ſaid) was a meer Embelliſhment, this an indiſ- 
penſible Duty : So that in Reality this 'was bis W 
that his Diver ſion. 
Tet he was none of thoſe Plodders, who ſeem to 
dizhand from Company, and to forſwear Converſation , 
who wo Vertue in * and confound By 


5 
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with Spleen. No; be was free, eaſie and chearful, 


| and never refuſed to partake of thoſe —= that recre- 
out 


ate the Mind, and eaſe the Body, without prejudice to 
Conſcience, To pawn Innocence for Pleaſure, 
(Haid be ).is to over-rate the one, and to under- 
value the other. To laugh whilſt we ſin, is — 
ſome ſort). to renew the barbarous Cruelty of Ne- 
ro, who play'd while Rome burned ; or the foo- 
liſh Temerity of the Indian Philoſopher, who ſung 
on the Funeral Pile. | 
Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Conduit was gazed at, in 
a Place, where Touth gives more time to the Pradice 
of Epicurus's Morals, than to the Study of Ariſto- 
tle's — 7 ; or where at leaſt Learning is more 
a la mode than Piety ; but this Admiration ſoon 
paſi'd into Efteem, and be who at firſt was look'd 
on as a Monſter, in Proceſs of time was flyled an 
Angel. | "EP 0 
e left the Univerſity to viſit the Camp, and made 
ſeveral Campaigns under N. N. Neither. Intereſt 
nor Ambition called him into the Field; the only 


Ain af bis Reſolution var to learn the Myſteries 


War, that he might be one Day in a Capacity to 


ſerve his Prince with Honour, and bis Country with- 


Succeſs. | 

Piety ſeldom follows an Army. Soldiers ſeem to 
leave Conſcience in their Winter-Duarters, as well as 
Religion, that they may fin without Check, and be 
damned without Apprebenfion. Euſebius diſapproved 
this ill Hushandry. Our Care ( ſaid he) muſt riſe 
with the Danger; and ſeeing we are not aſſured 
of an Hour, it's Madneſs to neglect our Soul one 
Moment. I ſuppoſe, ( continued he to a Friend) 
when we put on a Red Coat, we put not off Chri- 
ſtianity, nor receive a Commiſſion from God to 
live at Pleaſure, when we enter into the Service 


of our Prince: No, no; let us die like Men, but 


live like Chriſtians; this is the only way to 
4 2 Save 


3 


£2 to find a glorious Reception in the next. 


The PRE PACE. 
leave an honourable Memory in this World, and 


His Life in the Camp was anſwerable to bis Prin- 
ciples, * on bis Knees Mor- 
ning and Evening, and never omitted to be preſent 
at Publick — when- be was not on Duty; be 
would never. ſuffer either Propbane or Obſcene Diſ- 
courſe. For ( ſaid be ) it's hard to hear without 


Sin thoſe things that can't be ſpoke without Of- 
fence ; to permit Crimes is to abett em. hen 
an Officer's Fault, he always leſ- 


be could not excuſe 


ford ies, and ſpoke in of no Body bat bimſelf. - He 


25 5 8 to your Italian Bra voes, who at · 


and tab Bodies at . 


i Men's Be utation. 


not Conſcience. 


vou live in Sin, ſo in all Probability you 
mm it. Tou are miſtaken, Sir; Sin enervates the 


ence drove mote of em out of the Field at the 


n, js 70 Fung to, Valor; be breathed nothing but 


_with as 


That is ( _ be) Ambition challenges the 
3 


time of War 


will claim the Moment of your Death? God. 


Alas, Sir, you'll neither have the Time nor ay 
Thought to diſpoſe of it ſo advantageo 


"4s 


flind,: not Piety; and could we read the Thoughts 
our Soldiers, we thould find too little Conſci- 


Battle of N. than too much. A Man muſt be 


. an Atheiſt, or mad, to front Danger in 


Euſebius proved beyond Demonfrution that Ver- 


Sreges, Battels Ven Expeditions ; be went to Combits 
compoſed a Countenance, as others march to 


Trips; hs like Hannibal, vas ory fof in the 


Field, 


mw ws > co a hw 


Day an Officer told bim, War called for Cou- 4 
rage, not Vertue; that Reſolution catried the Day, | 


1 r e Aa . Sw. 


werſion the time of Peace, and 
every Moment of your Life ; but then who 


The PREFACE. 
Field, and the laſt out it; be generally ad the 


no. dangerous Poſt, ſought Perils, as if be bad 


a mind to fall, yet he always came ety 
and Applanſe , Providence ſeemed to have made bim 
Prof againſt. Ball and Sword, and bis Vertue armed 
Being challenged once to a Dudl, be anfiver'd cold- 
ly, Sir, .though I fear not your Sword, [ tremble 
at my Maker's Anger; I dare venture my Life in | 
a good Cauſe, but cannot hazzard my Soul in a 
bad one. Pl! charge up to the Cannon's Mouth, . 
but want Courage to ftorm Hell. Aud when a 
Friend told bim, be muff either Fight, or it bis 
Honour. You are miſtaken, ( replied bins ) 
III gain Honour by my Dilgrace, and ſhew the 
World I am no Coward, by daring Cenſure and 
y. He 1s courageous and brave, who 


Rands up for Conſcience againſt the falſe but pre- 


vailing Maxinis of Cuſtom and Opmion, not he, 
who betrays his Duty, and dreads more an ima- 
ginary Imputation, than a real Crime. Euſebi- 
us returned from the Army with Glory, and brought 
off bis . in Triumph. He was received by 35 
Tis w en — and ab d to a honou- 
rable Poſt labvnr d for bis Benefactor s Intereſt 
wot bit bn; and wad to ſo, The Prince wy 
always carry off the Profit, and the Subject the 


Glory of doing well. 
purchaſe Attendants with 


He conld not endure to 
fair Promiſes, and then to 5 tet their Expecta- 
tion with Diſa ent. His Intentions were as 
fincere as bis Words, and be never promiſed a Fa- 
vour, but he deſigned it. He could not endure to tan- 
talize Pretendants with gay Hopes, and in the End 
diſmiſs — 9 204 airy Complement. This is ( /ai4 
2 15 0 d their T Time, and drain their Parſe, 
with 1 gnificant Waiting, to tempt their Pati- 

_ ence, 


The PREFACE. 


| ence, and in the End to draw em to be your. Ene- | 


_ -* Euſebius found at laft, that Innocence is not a- 
| ag ag: of Envy, and that in Courts Vertue | 


2s often. bene , and Vice rewarded. . A Club: of 
* Conrtiers caball'd againſt bim, and perſwaded the 
4 5 to di 7 2 lum. * bore this 2. with 
an Ruenneſt of Lemper, that ſurprized bis Enemies, 
and, like. the Sun in an Eclipſe, all gazed on him 
with Admiration. Though be was overpowered, he 

could not be overcome. He look'd brighter under a 


| * Cloud, than in the full Meridian of bis Grandeur, 


and all concluded be was no leſs in Misfortune, than be 
bad been.in the bigbeſt Splendour of Glory. 
AFrindt bim to 


i in with a Fadi. 
on againſt bis Prince; but be received the Propoſe 
ve ) 


tion with. Indignation and Horror. No, (aid 


I. had rather be wretched without a Fault, than 
1 t with a Crime: Duty call'd me to my Ma- 


er's Service, not Intereſt ; and I'll rather pawn 
my Lite, than forfeit my Loyalty ; my high 
Pretenſions lie in the other World, not in this; 


my Prince raiſed me to a conſiderable Fortune, 


no he thinks fit to diſcharge me, I'll thank him 
fot the Favour, and not repine at his Juſtice. 
I accepted the Station at his Command with Gra- 

titude, and I quit it with Reſignation. | 
Hie was received again into Favour ; yet this un- 
expected Turn wrought no Alteration in bis Humour; 
he roſe with the ſame Unconcernedneſs be fell; he 
' was above the Charms of Proſperity, and Proof a- 

Jain the Stroke of. Adverſity ; neither good For- 
time pe him up, nor bad depreſs d him; be ne- 
ver thought 9 Revenging tboſe Affronts he bad re- 
* ceived from his Rivals, but uſed his Power with Mo+ 
| daration, and returned Civility for Unkindneſs. 
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The PREFACE. 


Hie retired at the Revolution from Buſmeſs, and 
gave himſelf wholly to the Pradice of Vertue; be 
was advanc'd in Tears, and reſolved to devote the 
Remainder of His Days to Eternity, T may die 
ſoon ( ſaid be) but can't live long; it's Pru- 
dence therefore to manage every Moment as the 
laſt, becauſe it may be ſo. diſcharged his 
Debts immediately, ſaying, This was too preſſing 
and too important a Buſineſs, to be truſted to 
an Hour's Integrity, that many ſuffer in the next 
World for a Succeſſor's Negle* in this. 

One that lived ſo well, could not die ill; for e- 
very Man's Death is a Copy of his Life, and ex- 
actiy reſembles the Original. In his laſt Sickneſs be 
ſhewed all the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the Piety 
of a Chriſtian , he bore the Dolours of bis Diftem- 
per not only with Patience, but Tranſport, and look'd 
Death in the Face with the ſame Undauntedneſs be 
often bebeld the Enemy in Battel, Sir, ( ſaid be 
to bis Nephew ſtanding) remember you are born to 
the ſame Fate, you may read your Deſtiny in 
mine; you will once be in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances you ſee me; you know not when yon 
muſt take the laſt Farewel of Life; Death ſteals 
upon us like a Thief, and ſtrikes without Noiſe, 
without Warning: Seeing therefore you are ne- 
ver ſecure, be always prepared, leave nothing 
to Chance or Hazard; a Surprize is poſſible, 
and ( what is worſe) irreparable. Never pretend 
to ſhew your Wit by diſputing Principles, nor 
think you own your Reaſon moſt, when you 
leaſt own your Faith. This is to place Wit in 
Folly, and Reaſon. in Impiety. Practice Virtue, 
this is your only Buſineſs, it will make you con- 
tent in this World, and open a fair Proſpect of 
Felicity to the next. | 

; . 


His 


"The P R E F A CE. 
His words ſeemd .tipt with Fire, they pierced the 


gently 
74 ac 0 ala Thus died Laſh] 
85 Souldier, and Courtier, and in all th 
9220 4 Saint. 
Let Gentlemen ET, by this Example, they be 
By Great and Good; and that the 2 
felves with Glorj of all the O ein, vichu 
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Elearts of all that weve preſent, and warmed their * 
ions; whill all mourned, he alone was joyful. | 
32 Th ep bis Soul to the Aer) of bis | 
2d, leaving bebind a Fat. 


THE 


Aa © kf 4% ww or *" 


RB DO een o 


0 


Oba A oh. Got 


* 
1 * o 1 * 9 1 
, 9 y 4 
| 1 ? Fr: 1 11 
# 4 | 9 6 SW \&# % * » 
; * 
. N - k * 
1 


- * - 1 
1171 * I n — 


. N „isse: 1 
> : < i = 
1 . 
H E inn 
. 
. hs , 8 


man 1 


”. 
— 


o Elcothe, Dear Neander: What 
: fair Wind has blown me the Fas 
vour of ſo early a Viſit ? This 
is extraordinary. * 
a Neander. Pray; Why fo? 
; | muy Bufineſs has been up and a- 
broad, theſe two Hours; is it not high time to follow ir? 
-  Euſ. Ah! But our Town Sparks have ſomething of 
the Owl, they riſe at Night and lie down in the Mor- 


ning. They obſerve a moſt exact Symmetry in diſorder, 


and like Lohſters go backwards; in a word, they turn 
Nature Topfie-turvie, or read it backwards: It's Gen- 
teel and Modiſn to out- ſleep the Sun, and an Argument 
of Peaſantry to do like other Men. 2 | 
. Nean. I have left the College too lately to be acquaint= 
ed with the Cuſtoms of the Town: I have not open d 
the Ceremonial, not peruſed the Ritual a la made: Yer me- 
thinks, to turn Nipht into Day is an odd Me hofis 2 
Natute (ſute) never intended Eyes for Darkneſs: Gloe · 
worms indeed are obliged to Night, it ſets em off, and makes 
their faint Luſtre ſparkle with more eclat. But why 
Men ſhould dote on Shades, and range in Obſcuriry, I 
can't divine, unleſs they long to duel with Poſts, and try 
a Rubber at Loggerbeads; in ſhorr, it's a Barriſh Hu- 
mour, and jars with my Conſtitution. 

Es. For all that, you muſt rake up with Night; 
and be reconcil'd to Darknels, if you intend ro ſtand fair 
with our own Town Sparks; they are of the Family of 
Megara, true Sons of Night and Erebus. Light ſtrikes 
too hard on their Eyes, it _— em like Opium: Ir even 

5 1 works 


2 The Gentlemen Irſtrufted. 

: works on the Brain and ſtupiſies; but then, towards the 
Evening they return to chemſelyes, and adjourn to the 
Tavern, and from thence ſally out upon the Watch, 
and manfully ſtorm Glaſs. windows. In fine, Their Bu- 
ſinels. and R ſleepin the day, and riſe when Wiſe 
Men go to Bed. ; . 
Now I fuppoſe you intend to enter into the Confra- 
ternity, youl] not want moſt kind Invitations : Theſe 
Blades lie on the Cateh ; and place Centinels on Oxford 
Road to give Notice when a Prize draws near ; thar is, 
when a Gentleman leaves the College; and then they 

fly to the Innocent Youth like Eagles to the Quarry; 

they proffer their Service, admire his Parts, Compliment 

him into Snares, wheedle/him into Debanchery, Empty 

his Pockets, Wound his Soul, and Stab his Reputation; and 

when'they/have Martyr d his Innocence, and Imbezzeled 

his Eſtate, kick him out of their Company, and ſo exit 
the Young Squire. : " F 7:1 8 

Neun, A Man (I ice) muſt catry his/Wits about him 

ar: Eondon; he muſt ſtand on his Guatd to prevent a Sur- 
prize, and ſuſpect Friends, not to be over reach d by E- 
* nemies. Like the Lion he muſt ſleep with his Eyes open : 
Well; a danger foreſeen is half avoided. Euſebiu, I 
have been difordered ſince my atrival, and thought laſt 
Night more Hours, than I ſlept Minutes. : 
Euſeb.” What are you ſmitren ſo ſoon ? Some Femal 
Beauty has (I ſuppoſe) ſtorm d yout Heart, and 'Good- 
nature has beat the Chamade. The Articles are (no doubt) 
drawn up and Signed; unleſs perchance you reſolve to 
ſurrender at Diſcretion: Bur in good earneſt, Has Li- 
berry given you a Surfeir? Has Freedom gall'd you? 
Will you try how neatly you can dance in ers, and 
caper in Trammels ? This is a Sample of Univerſity 


Breeding; your Collegians are a pack of awkard Ani- 


mals, full of Wir, but without judgment to manage it; 
one would think they ſtudied not to grow Wiſe, but 
Fools; to loſe their Reaſon, or to forget the Uſe of it. 
They no looner enter into the World, bur like Children, 
they chace every Butterfly, and run on the Spur to their 
Ruin. Ah; Dear Neander! rake Care; a precipitate 
Choice makes way for a long Repenrance ; ſtifle the firſt 
Sparks of Love, time will quickly fan em into a Flame; 
a green Wound is eafily healed, bur a feſtered one ends 


in a Gangreen, Nean, 


; 
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The Gentleman Inſtructel. 3 
Arr, Under Favour, you run riot on a falſe Con- 
jecture. I am nor Hean-Sick, but Town; Sick. | 
Euſeb,  Town-Sick ! This is, without peradventure, 
an Outlandiſh Diſtemper; there is not one 2 fort 
it in out London Diſpenſatory: However, the Diſeaſe is 
not ſor, for I find no mention of it in one 
Weekly Bills of Mortality; in what Mould, for God's 
Sake, were you caſt ? Surely you are of ſome more re- 
ſined, more Celeſtial Temper, than other Gentlemen, 
without Senſe, without Paſſion; in fine, all Angel; all 
Seraphin. W ee 
Nean, Not ſo neither. 
Euſeb. What then ? anf hs, 
Nean; Why Sit > I ama Man, ſubject to all the In- 
firmities of Hu Nature; bur I would not willingly 
ſurrender my R nor quit the Privilege of Nature 3 
I would not throw up my Claim to Heaven for any 
earchly Pretenſion: In fine, I have no Inclination to go 
to Graſs with Nebachadonozor ; —_ lie in the ſame Bed 
with Brutes. Tam a Man by Nature, and a Chriſtian 
by Grace, and w neither debar my Reaſon, nor 
throw a Scandal upon my Profeſſion: In 4 Word, Il 
ſave my Soul. | | Y Te 1,5 
= Euſeb. Neander, Let me embrace thee ; I was juſt 
lighting a Candle (as Diogenes did at Athens) to find a 
Man in London. I thought Piery had taken leave of out 
Nation, and that Chriſtianity had flawti over to che Con- 
tinent; but, God be thank d, we have left among us one 
Man, and one Chriſtian; ſo that the whole Species is 
not extinct, We live in a mad World, without Method, 
without Order; we ſeem to play ar Croſs 2 ; 
Virtue and Vice have changed Places, almoſt 
Names, and even Wir is confounded with Folly ; Rea. 
ſon conſiſts no more in the Uſe, bur in rhe Abuſe of it. 
Gentlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, and draw 
Fame from Impiety; the whole Buſineſs of Chriſtians 
lies in confuting their Belief by their Practice: Theſe 
monſtrous Irregularities have (more than once) moved 
me to ſuſpect, that the moſt Wiſe, and Thinking part of 
Mankind is coop'd up in Bedlam, whilſt Mad-men and 
Fools range about the Town in Coaches. | 
This Man whines away at a Strumpet's Feet, his E- 
ſtate, his Health, and his Soul roo g another drowns his 
B 3 Reaſon 
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4 Thi Gintleman Infrared. | 
Reaſon in Claret and Canary; he plays the Beute all tike 
Week, and riſes a Man on Sunday Morning: A third deli- 
vers himſelf up to his Palate, and condemns his Wit to 
drudge for his Gluttony; be judges of Meats by the Price, 
not by the Taſte and thoſe only regale his Appetite | 
thar drain his Purſe; his Study is to provoke Hunger, 
not to lay it, and ſeldom riſes from the Table, till a 
Surfeit forces him to call for a Bas. q 
A Fourth has perchance received he Lye, and in a 
Huff bauls out for Satisfaction, i. e. a Stab; the Stage is 
prepared, and up the Hector jump with drawn Swords, 
Hike the Roman Slaves) to give Diverſion ro the Spe- 
ctators: If this be nor Folly and Madneſs without Mask 
or Diſguiſe, pray give me their Definition; its hard 
to determine whether this Conduct be a fitter Object 
for Heraclituss Tears, or Democritus's Laughter; it's a 
Compound of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein of Folljß 
runs throughout the whole Maſs. eines 
Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, and is juſt re- 
garded as much. Merhinks our Worſhip ſmells ſome- * 
thing of Paganiſm, for we adore God (as the Heathens © 
did Hercules) with Showers of Stones and Brickbats, 
(Viz.) of Oaths and Blaſphemies ; this is the only Ho- 
mage we think fit'ro pay our Maker; and indeed it is a 
kind of Recognizance ; and is ſo far commendable, as 
it puts us in Mind there is ſuch a thing to believe in, and 
to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. Now why we ſhould 7 
be ſo ſparing of our Prayers is a hard Queſtion. 4 
Some may perchance imagine the Poſture of a Suppli- 
ant is below an Engliſh Courage; beſides, it's an uneaſie 
Figure, and argues much Want or great Covetouſneſs, 
two heavy Imputations for a Gentleman; moreover, 
Kneeling is a Mark of Subjection and Baſeneſs; for I : 
was once told, that a Yeoman on his Legs was taller and 
greater than a Prince on his Knees: This is a rough 
Draught of our Town Wit and Religion, without one 
daſh of Satyr, or Hyperbole : They are both at a low W- 
Ebb, and God knows when the Tide will turn. Nean- 
der, ſtand on your Guard, and look to your Conſcience, 
as well as to your Purſe; for I aſſure you, the one is in 
leſs Danger than the other; unleſs you carry a watch- 
ful Eye over your Thoughts and Actions, you will fall 
into Snares chat are laid to entrap Innocence, 
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.The Gentleman Inſtructed. 5. 
Neand. However, Surely God has nor tied up our Du- 
ty to Impoſſibilities; he tells us, his Yoke is eaſie, and 
his Burthen light; and then aſſures us by the Mouth of 
his Apoſtle, that our Power is always equal at leaſt to 
the Temptation; we may therefore diſcharge our ſelves 
of all the Offices of Life and Converſation, without 
overlooking the Duty of a Chriſtian; for certainly God 
never framed our Tongue for Silence, nor our Reaſon 
for Solitude; we may handle em both righe, as well 
as wrong, and employ em to a good Uſe, no leſs than 
to an ill one. I hope there is no neceſſity of failing into 
Egypt, and of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebain; 
nor of running into a Convent, or of receiving Holy Or- 
ders at Rome; for though theſe Good Fathers may walk 
pretty ſecurely to Heaven, yer I underſtand they make 
the Voyage alone: Now I feel noCharms in Celilacy 
and beſides, they are by Law diſſeized not only of thei 
Birth- right, but even of the Benefit of the Clergy; 
ſo that they can claim no Liberty but that of the 
Priſon, no Property but the Gallows. I have no Incli- 
nation to fling up my Eſtate, and as little to lay it at 
the Mercy of Greedy Favourites; nor to fly ro Heaven 
by the way of Tiburn: I would not withdraw from 
Society, nor forſwear Company, nor (like old Timon) 
disband from my own Species. 2327 7 
Euſeb. You have Reaſon; God condemns us, not, as 
X Pharaoh, to the Drudgery of making Bricks without fur- 
X niſhing us with Materials; he proportions his Grace to 
our Wants, and never commands us to fight on unequal 
i- Terms; the Advantage lies on our fide, and if we give 
our Adverſary the higher Ground, our Defeat muſt lie at 
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r, over- ; our Cowardice gives Temptation 

I day, not our Weakneſs. : 5 

1 es, Virtue is not confin d to Place or Condition; 
h it may be practiſed in Towns as well as in Deſarrs; 
e and no leſs by Courtiers than Peaſants : nay it ſhines 
1 (methinks) in a Palace, like the Sun in the Meridian, 
7 with Pomp and Majeſty ; for what can even Fancy paint 
more Charming and more glorious than Grandees nei- 
ther abject in Adverſity, nor inſolent in Proſperity; than 
Courtiers peaceable in the noiſe of Affairs, Temperate 
in the midſt of Exceſs, _ 
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and the Will to do nothing but hat is juſt and reaſona- 


ble? This is no Platonick but a Chriſtian Virtue ; it is 
not only found in Fiction and Romance, but has been 


commended to Practice; it has appeared more than once 
on our Horixon, 


therefore hold 
to Heaven. nab 


Nea, Indeed bad Providence cut off my Claim ta 1 
Heaven, when it entruſted me; with a Lordſbip, I ſnould 
have been no Gainer by the B 3 2 3 


ous Virtue be in my Power, if Vice be in my W 
ſhall, 


Tidgs of Youth; and back I 
rage and Succeſs; thoſe Waves chat have paſs d by you, 
rtuſh on me; ſo chat the Danger is certain, my 


doubrful. ' 1 fing my ſelf into your Arms. I have at 1 
leaſt Jearnt the firſt Leſſon of Prudence, viz. To ſub⸗ 


mit to the Advice of thoſe wbom Age and 
have ſufficiently inſtruc teu. 


el, My, Age is 09 its Declenfion, yer I am not iy 
God be thank'd):aſham'd to live, or afraid ro die; 
L neither contemn Life, nor ouervalue it; and therefore 


expect, my guistut eſt with Patience, and will welcome 


my Diſcharge. I have withdrawn from the Hurry and 
Dumult of Warldly Affairs, and now lead a Retired, burt 
not an Ignoble Liſe: Igave my laſt Fare wel to the Court, 
not by Force, but Choice; and indeed, it deſerves no 
Thought bur of Contempt. I have taſted of Bad Fortune, 
in the —— 1 


and of Good; hut never placetl my _— 
army Miſery in the other; not have I entred into 


Ward like a Mute, meerly to fill the Stage: No,! 
one made no contemptible Figure by my Prince's Bene- 
 Yolence, and though in the confuſion of the Government, 
A! sell from my Poſt, I carried off ny Honeſty in Triumph, 
andexpoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my Lovalry z yet, God 

be mis d, I am nor brought to che „ ö 


and conſtant in all the turns of Fortune; untainted witn 
Luſts, compoſed in Tumults, and ſmiling at all thoſe 
things, that are either expected or feared by others; 
chan Men who have the Power to do what they will, 
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fapported by Dignity, and waited on by | 
all the Magnificence of Power and Royalty : you may , 
your Eſtate without flinging up your Tide 


| withour Queſtion, be miſerable : Let me there- 
fore. deſire you to favour me with ſome Rules, by 
which I may ſhape my Counleg; you have ftemm'd the 
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had rather live on Charity than Rapine, and wou d ſoon- 
er earn my Bread by the Sweat of my Brow, than of 
my Conſcience. In my Retirement, I have had occaſion 
to ſtudy Things, and to reflect on Men, and have made 
Obſervations on both, ſo that I am not quite unprovided 
of thoſe Qualities the Office you impoſe upon me re- 
quires: I'll therefore take the Liberty to counſel you as 
a Friend, not as a Maſter ; let us retire into my Cloſer, 
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DIALOGUE u. 
Euſebius in /f rut: Neander in the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb, * OU muſt act two Parts; of a Gentleman, 
and of a Chriſtian : We'll diſcourſe of rhe 
latter at our next meeting, and at preſent only touch the 
former. Some Gentlemen keep up to their Character 
X without the advantageous Helps of Precepts, or Educa- 
tion ; you may read their Birth on their Faces ; their 
Gate and Mein tell their Quality; they both Charm and 
Ave, and at the ſame time flaſh Love and Reverence; 
their Extraction glitters under all Diſguiſes ; it ſparkles 
in Sackcloth, and breaks through all the Clouds of Po- 
7 verty and Misfortune; there is a je ne ſcay quoy in their 
whole Demeanour, that tears off the Vizor, and diſco- 
vers Nobility though it ſculks #ncognito; they are reſer- 
ved without Pride; and familiar without Meanneſs ; 
they time their Behaviour to Circumſtances, and know 
when to ſtand on tip-toe, and when to ſtoop: In fin 
ig chro trivial Actions are Great, and their Diſcou 
is e. | | | 
Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame Quality; 
one would {wear Nature intended to frame em for the 
Pray, and Chance flung em into the World with 
an Eſcurcheon: They are all of a piece, Clown with- 
our, and Coxcomb within; and ſo like Foplingtons are 
graced with Titles to play the Ape by Parent: Theſe 
of rhe firſt C/aſſe need no Precepts, and thoſe of the ſecond 
= ; howeyer, 5 el 1 — be uſeful to & 
thers ; for viour is acquired like other Arts, by 
Study and Application, | 4 
| i To 
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To begin the Part of à Gentleman, perſwade your 
ſelf, 170 your Bury, and Intereſt to act it well; 
for whoſoever looks upon it as a matter of Imall Con- 
cern will come off with Diſ-efteem/ ;. he will follow the 
Bent of Nature, and ſwim down the Stream of Inclina- 

tion, rather than ſtrive againſt it; for who will balk Hu- 
mour, or fence againſt ill Cuſtoms for nothing? This I 
take to be the Reaſon, why ſo many in Converſation 
fall below their Station; they fanſie a Tirle ſupported 

with Means, places em in a Region above the Niceties 

| o Breeding. chat a Sir gilds rhe - moſt unbeſeeming 

haviour, and a Coronet dignifies Ruſticity; but this 

is a miſtake ; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the Crowd, 
ſo they lie more open to View and Cenſvre: For Acti- 
ons ate not rated by Men, but Men by Actions; and 

jf theſe ſmell of the Clown, or ſpite with the Peaſant, 
R:ght Worſhipful muſt he content with thoſe Titles; for 
the Mob knows well enough, that Gentlemen can claim 
no Reſpect from Nature: they are all of the ſam 
Matter, and the Soul of a Lazarus is of as refined a M 
as that of Dives; and therefore, if they ſee no advantage, 
on Quality's (de, but a Coach and Six; they will be apr 
to think themſelves as good Men as their Maſters, though 
nor ſo Rich; and that they ate beholden more to Chance 
or Injuftie for their Forrure, than ro Merit. 


* 


Le mor your Family be the Subject of your Diſcourſe, 
por fling the Regiſters of your Genealogy on the Table 
efore all Company; this Topick is both Fulſom and 
Ungentee] ; it's a ſhrewd Argument you are big of Con- 
ceit, and more obliged ro your Anceſtors for your Blocd, 
than for your Wit; though your Great Grandfather rode 
Admiral az Sea with 2000/. per annum, if he has left Po- 
Keriry no other Mark of his- Greatneſs, but his Vices, 
_ ſhall rank him among the moſt wrerched Creatures 
thar'ever breathed ; ſeeing the height of his Station only 
Taisd him above the Vulgar to proclaim his Shame, and 
render big infatny more perſpicuous ; it's a Madneſs to 
rake the medſus of our _—_— it fg parti — our 
ir Perſonal Worth adds not one Hairs- 
Forefarhers, their Perſona * — 
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breadth to our Stature : We may enter upon their Eftares, 


and perchance upon their Titles, but not upon their Vir- 


tues; theſe are neither entailed on the Family, nor ali- 
enable by any deed of Conveyance. 

Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of the Dead, may 
fall upon the Stench inſtead of Perfumes ; for after En- 
quiry, who knows but you may find the Source of 

our Nobiliry rainred- with Treaſon, and that the very 
itle you bear is the price of Diſloyalry > Now though, 
according to the Proverb, Thoſe Children are happy whoſe 
Parents are in Hell; yet certainly, a Son ſhopld nor boaſt - 
of the Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Father is miſe- 


' Able : Let your Anceſtors therefore ſleep in their Graves, 


and be nor ſo fooliſh as to diſturb em by your Vanity; 
adopt their Virtues by Imitation and Practice, but have 
a care of their Vices. F honour Nobility ſer off with Me- 
rit, but when he has no other Prop than Money and Pa- 
tent; I always compare ir to thoſe proud Temples of 
Egypt, that under Gilt Frontiſpieces, and Azur d Vaults, 
lodged nothing but Statues of Rats and Crocodi les. 1 
value more an Innocent Ploughman, than a Vicious 
Prince: and prefer his Nobility who has built a great 
Fortune upon Worth and Virtue, before his, who by 
Succeſſion receives one. 2 


As it's ungenteel to boaſt of our Family, fo it's no 
leſs Mean and Childiſh to ſpend Rhetorick on our Per- 
formances. If your Prince and Country honour you 
with a high Employment, either in the Camp or the 
Bench, diſcharge your ſelf of the Truſt with Reputation: 
deſerve Panegyrick, but play not the Orator your ſelf ; 
though you are as Eloquent as Tully, you'll only labour 
ro ſpoil a good Subject, and whilſt you vaialy ſer off 
your own Feats, you'll meet with nothing but Shame 
and Infamy. N. N. was an excellent Souldier, he feared 
nothing bur Fear; he choſe always the Van, and was 
often the firſt Man on the Breach ; all admir'd his Con- 
rage and prais d it; and even thoſe who diſapproved his 
Conduct, did Juſtice ro his Valour ; bur this Gentleman 
loſt ar Table the Glory he had won in the Field, and 
talked away in his Winter Quarters the Honour he had 
purchaſed rhe whole Campaign. I did this faid he, at 
the Siege of R, and this at the Battle of *; had I nor 
| . ſeized 


0 The Gentleman Luſtructed. 
ſeized on ſuch a Poſt ar **, the Army had been in; Dan- 
ger. One would have thought all the Generals and Soul- 
diers had been in Garriſon, and that N. N. with his 
ſmall Brigade alone, defeated the Deſigns of the French. 
This overgrown Vanity coſt him dear; for inſtead of gain- 
ing the Reputation of a General, he went off with that of 
>», and all concluded he was too ambitious of Praiſe 
to deſerve any. Your deep Rivers move with a ſilent 
Majefty, ſhallow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and Tumult 
among Pebles. The Marſhal de Turenne never 
pobe of himſelf, but forc'd, and even then, with Mo. 
y: and though the King was wholly indebted to the 
wile Conduct of this Gallant 
2 never ſaid ſo: No, he wou d lay Miſcarriages at 
. bis own Door, and Succeſs at that of his Officers and 
Souldiers ; this made him appear great even in his O- 
verthrow, and generally his tion was more glo- 
rious.to him than Victory. Imitate the Silence of this 
Hero, not the noiſie Impertinence of Fools; carry off the 
Sarisfaction of great Actions, and let others go with the 
Honour of prai 4 and let People rather learn your 
Achievements at the Stationers, chan at your Table. 


en e ee 775 
Avoid the modiſh Rant of Oaths, and Imprecations: 
It's an ungenteel Dialect, as well as unchriſtian, and 
claſhes both with the Rules of Breeding, and of the Go+ 
ſpel. Cuſtem indeed has made em faſhionable, but 
neither civil nor Jawful ; for Vice can never plead Pre- 
ſcription. I know it lies under the Protection of Num- 
ber and Quality; but ill things have no right ro Sanctu · 
ary: Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be permitted to 
encreaſe 2 Shall the Number of Felons plead for Pardon? 
| No, no, the Cuſtomarinels of ill things makes em worſe ; 
| and the more they muſt be diſcountenanced, and taught 
Diſcipline. In a. Word, whatever jars with Religion, 
and cuts upon good Breeding, is below a Gentleman: 
And therefore jo 1 Example and Practice, I muſt 
cauti gainſt ſome parts of Engliſh Civility; for 
2 y go for Conſene in the Exgliſb inions. 
oy not bear the Teſts of other Nations. ; 
Example, Dams ye, ſays one, I am glad to ſee you: 

Is apt chis a-quaint Saluration ? Firſt ro pack me away 
Ka. | ; ro 


3 - 


Man for many Victoria 


Fre 


* = © „„ Sos an 


Sg. ges rage =» 6© ,,@ e 


5 B.. „87 7787 Rows 


— 
4 


iſt 
or 
is, 
a: 
ay 
to 


tamorphoſis. th; 


Kr no PAO ag g@O0Omi cn i 901 


the 


Damn yo Dog, how doſt doe ? cries another: This fear 
Complimentunplies Damnation and Transformation too 3 
its a Compound of Curſe and Raillery, I am plun 
into Hell, daſht out of the Liſt of Rationals, and 
with a Taunt ask d how do. Why? a Man in Fire 
and Brimſtone is not altogether at his Eaſe, and a reaſo· 
nable Creature curſt into a Dog not very ſond of the Me. 


, 
- 
» 


A third very genteely accoſts a Friend he bas nor per- 
chance ſeen of a twelve - month,. Je Son of 4 Hhore, 
have you been? This is an m__- Addreſs to a Tittle: 
It is a kind of a Staple Commodity of rhe Nation, and 
like our Wool muſt not be under Pain of 
Confiſcation : But ſurely we need not lay fo ſevere an 
Embargo on the Ware, for it's ten to one twill never find 
Vent in any other Nation on this fide of the Canaries 3 
a handful of Dirt well applied is as civil a Com 
though not quite ſo cleanly. Sen of « Whore ! is 
abundance of Freedom in the Expreſſion, but not a grain 
of Breeding : Unleſs yon meaſure Behaviour by the Dia» 
lect of Billing ſgate and the Bear-Garden, i 
rheſe Gentlemen are Admirers of Charity; why 
do they dignifie Whoredom 2? For Hhore ſtands for a 
Mark of Quality, a diſtinguiſhing Character; otherwiſe 
the Salutation would hy pm courſe and homely ; bur by 
their leave, few are in Love with Croſ5-Bars ; and to be 
Brother to a By-blow, is to be a Baſtard once removed: 

I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expreſſions, and 
waſh over their Foulneſs with fair Pretences. Damn ye 
(ſays one) and Son of a Whore ſtand meerly for Cyphers, 
or only ſerve to enliven a Period, and to make the Ex- 
preſſion more bluſtering; I confeſs hore and Damnation 
are near of kin, and often go But for all chat, 
the Sillineſs of the Excuſe can't ftifle the monſtrous In- 
civility of the Complement ; for though ir Ggnifies no- 
thing to him who receives it in good time, it will Ggnifie 
much to him that ſpoke it: for though a Friend may let 
ſuch Curſes fall to the Ground, God will pur em to Ac- 

yy count; 


: 
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couit'; and though they ſtand for Cypbers in England 
they may 2 eternal Torments in Hell. * : 


They are, ſays another, Marks of Eng/:ſb Familiari- 
ty, pute Sallies of Kindneſs and Demonſtrations of Friend- 
ſhip. No doubt to deliver over to Satan an old Ac- 


ane, is Freedom with a Vengeance ; bur at which End 
of the Compliment is his kindneſs? In ſnort, Neander, 
ſueh expreſſions grate the Organ, and turn the very Fa- 
eulty of Hearing into a Burthen; they are high Symp- 
roms of a lewd — and of a Depraved Comple- 
Gion; for when the Breath ſmells rank, the Stomach is 
infected. In ſhorr, ſuch a Jargon is a Breach of Civi- 
liry; it's a Ruſtick Can, an uncreditable Dialect; nor 
is che whole Poſſe of Bullies able to ennoble it. 
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2 When Civility obliges you to viſit Ladies, pray keep 
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. Compliments to the Rules of Chriſtianiry; there | 
no Neceſſity of laying Religion at the Door with 


your Goloſhoes, nor of denying God when you entertain 
her Ladyſhip: For certainly Breeding is not incompati- 
able with Religion, and a Man may make an Addreſs 
ulamode without apoſtatizing from Chriſtianity: ' Yer 
though the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary be diſallowed of, 
we may adore Ladies without, the Breach of à Statute, 
and commit Idolatry not only without Reproof, but e- 
ven without Sin t One ſwears, Heaven ſits in her Smiles, 
and Hell in her 'Frowns. A ſecond ſtiles her Saint; tho 
—— her Ladyſhip is more ſtockt with Beauty than 


and her Face better provided with Grace, than | 


ber Soul: A third enlarges her Perfections; he ranks 


her among the Angels; and to compleat the Folly with | 


Blaſphemy, a fourth Deiſies her: 'Tbeſe Pagan Compli- 
ments are the Standard of Courtſhip, the Scale of Ce- 
remony, and the Meaſure of good Breeding. But after 
all, Practice can never blanch over the Foulneſs of theſe 
daring Expreſſions ; every Syllable breaths Frenzy and 
Blaſphemy; nor is there any way to acquit theſe raving 
Plaronicks of a Crime, but by ſuppoſing em unreaſonable. 
A few Pimples handſomely fprinkled would very effi- 
cacioufly diſlodge the Angel,” as petchance her Lewd- 
nels has baniſh'd the Saint; and a few ſmall Pox won 
: Te chequer 


ce; without asking his Conſent to the Convey- | 
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chequer ber Divinity, and tumble the Goddeſs into a 

Monſter; and then Je, might as well perch on her 
ur 


Sthiles, as on her Frowns. Rallery, apart, tho we 
fling Impiety out of the Queſtion, ſuch , Addreſſes are 
plain Satyr, and invective on the Sex: For they ſup- 
ſe Women either extravagantly proud, or ſuperlative- 
5 filly 3 now the very 5 both ungenteel and 
candalous. I am ſenſible indeed the Sex is no Enemy 
to Hyperbole in Courtſhip; Women are more fond of 
thoſe Glaſſes that conceal Diſproportions, than of thoſe 
that repreſent em; they cant well diftinguiſh between 
Flartery and Merit, and as they eagerly deſire thoſe Per- 
fections that are proper to their ſo they eaſily are 
perſwaded they poſſeſs em; for we ſoon believe, what 
we earneſtly deſire: So hence it is, that they take a plea- 
ſing Rallery for a ſerious Truth, and even ſometimes a 
Lampoon for a Panegyrick; but then an ungrateful Truth 
puts em into a Ferment; it ruffles their good Humour, 
and ſours their Blood. Something therefore may be al- 
lowed to Cuſtom and their Conſtitution; flatter their 
Ladyſhips into an even Temper, rather than reaſon em 
out of it, provided you keep within a mean, and ſtep 
nor 3 the Bounds of Decency; but to break into 
Flights of Impiety, into Raptures of Blaſphemy, is to play 
the Fool and the Atheiſt. \ 
0 8 | | 
Gentlemen have ſo much rime on their Hands thar 
they know not how to ſpend it; it's a Burthen and a 
Charge, and ſo, like Prodigals, they rather fling it away 
than take Pains to improve it. I counſel you therefore 
to ſer aſide ſome Hours for Reading; it's a handſome 
Diverſion, and conveys Profit through Pleaſure ; the 
Intellect is a grateful Soil; but then like a Field it re- 
quires manuring. By Reading you join paſt Ages to the 
preſent, you Travel into Aſia, Africa and America with- 
out expence, without Ganger, nay without walking our 
ot your Cloſer. Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupiſie than 
delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull the Appetite, 
they are often brutal, and ſeldom innocent; but thoſe of 
the Underſtanding ſhine brighter, they are of a more re- 
fined Metal, free from Droſs and void of Repentance ; 
they extend the Faculty, and render it more rational; 


they 


th The Gentleman Inſtalled, 
rather wher Defite tan glur it, and.ſcrew Man's topping 
Prerogarive, 'Reaſon, up ro rhe higheſt Pitch. A Gentle- 
man furniſh'd with Reading, can never be at a Loſs to 
ſeer on foot, and carry on a handſome Converſation ; he 
is always well ftockt , and catries his Proviſions a- 
Pour hitn, whereas others areforc'd to fetch Matter from 
rhe Kennel or che Stable, and too too often from the 
Stews ; their Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and 
Rallety, enlivened always with Fooleries, and ſometimes 
ſeaſoned with Oaths and Blaſphemies: Nonſence, in 
fine, rhough nor rhe moſt creditable, is the moſt innocent 
and leſs blamed Ingredient; Good God! how often have 1 
loft Patience, and fretted away Humour in the 
Company of Gentlemen of fair Eſtates, and of noble 
Extraction; methought they bad ſerv'd an Apprenticeſhip 
anderGrooms or Dog-boys ; they erernally grared my Ears 
with Honnds and Horſes, and broke out into ſuch cla- 
morous Tumults, as if they had been drawing up the 
Grievances of the Nation, or pelting the Pretogative ; E 
after all, the Queſtion was only, whether Paß of Light- 
Sor got the better laſt Chace. Racing and Hunting are 
indeed laudable Recreations; and upon Occaſions may 
be diſcaurs d of; bur then, to harp tually upon 
theſe Creatures, is an infallible Argument their Thoughts 8 
1 and too weak wing d to ſoar above the Beaſt. 2 
| Years ago I rook a Turn beyond the Seas, h 
and made a confiderib'e Stay in thoſe Parts: At try Ml © 
return, I gave a Viſit to an old Acquaintance; a Man 
of Character, of Eſtate, of an ancient Family, and De- = 
uty Lieutenant of a Country; he was at Table; a Haw- 1 
ing- bag hung on the er de, and a Bumpkiv guarded 
the right; his Hat, Coat and Wigg were all of a piece, 1 
more fir for a Scare. Crom than a Deputy ; his Memory 
was as ſhort as his Wigg ; for ſome Yeats Abſence had 
wiped out our Acquaintance; he knew tne nor, and in- T, 
deed, I was no leſs pnzzled to find my Friend under fo : 
flovenly a Diſguiſe : Howevet, at length we tenewed of 
dur old Species, and then be very warmly embrac'd me 
with this Salutation; Euſebius, by God, I am glad ro ſee 
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© ghee; 1 expected he would follow this quaint Compliment lof 


with an Enquiry into my Health, or ſarisfied his Curiofiry WW __ 
with a Rehearſal of my Travels; that he would ask in 


what Poſture I left our Allies; whether they made Pre- 
WE parations 
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parations for the Siege of Namur, or for that of 
Maeſtricht ; whether Prince Eugene enter d Cremona with 
greater Glory, or left it wich greater Infamy ; whether 
Fribergen did better to receive a Stab from Mahoni, than 
quarter ; or whether this brave Baron died like a Fool 
or a Hero: In fine, what advantage the Imperaliſts got 
by the Victory at Luz7ars, or whether the Profir would 
balance the Expence of Powder and Shot, laid our in the 
Empire on the Thankſgiving-Day. 

No, the Gentleman's Curioſity never travelled fo far; 
he had confined his Knowledge within the Bounds of 
his own Country; all the reſt of the World was Terre 
incognita to his Worſhip : He fell immediately upon the 
Excellency of Tobacco; and then halled me up to the Stable, 
that I might pay my Reſpect to Bora; and in rhe way 
hono me with an accurate Account of his Poultry. 
Oh! ſaid I ro my ſelf, had this Lieutenant hunted lefs, 
and read more; had he cultivated his underſtanding. and 
ler a Field or two lie falow, he might have been Com- 

y for Men: But alas be was the Darling of the Fami- 
y; he hectored it at Home, whilſt he ſhould have been 
at School and Abroad; was made a Man at Fifteen, to 
be a Child and Coxcomb ar Threeſcore. 

I would not have you upon all Occafions diſcourſe in 
Syllogiſm, nor deliver your Thoughts in Mood and 

Figure: ſuch Philoſophical Cant ſuits better with a Pedant, 
than a Gentleman; and may pals in the School, but not 
in the Parlour. Neither preſs upon Company a Vacuum, 
nor Mr. Boyle's Pondus Atmoſphere, a civil Converſation 
may be managed handſomely in either Hypotheſis ; and 
I conceive Diſtourſe proſpered: no leſs in the Days of 
good old Materia Prima, than in the Reign of des Cartes's 
on mar ail lexhe Grand Adpub he cules 
ou may alſo let the Grand Mogul ht quietly at Agra, 
and Preſter Fohn in Ethiopia; few Gentlemens Knowledge 
Travels ſo far from Home. France, Spain and Italy lie 
more conveniently ; beſides Clarer, Malaga, and Flaſks 
4 Florence have given us ſome Notions of thoſe King- 
oms. 

Time your Subject; Good things ſpoke out of Seaſon, 
loſe their Value. I would not harangue a Lady in Greek, 
not 4 Country Vicar in Hebrew : For alas, her Learnin 
goes not beyond French, nor his above Latin: Diſcourſe 

| 4 | muſt 


muſt be adapted to the Company; and it takes more 
when it naturally ſlides in, than when drawn in by Head 
and Shoulders. In a Word, Neander, enrich your Un- 
deerſtanding by the Knowledges of things that become | 
your Quality ; and when you are doubly equip'd (I 
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mean with a fair Eſtate, and a good fund of Learning) 
What can you deſire more, but an ordinary Stock of 


Prudence to lay them out at Advantage ? 


7 + 43550 . 1 

| Converſe not ordinarily with. Perſons above yout 
Rank, nor with thoſe, that are below it; that will en- 
danger your Eſtate, this your Breeding. A Man of a 


1000 Pound per Annum, cant long keep pace with one | 
of Ten thouſand ; hell infallibly lag, and jade by the 
way; and perchance be fore d to take in at the nent | 


Jayl: Or, if in time he reſolve to foreſtal his Ruin, he 


muſt faſt out the Riot of a ſhort Carnaval with a long | 


Lent; he muſt ſtint himſelf to a ſnort Pittance, and lop 
off a Branch ro ſecure the Stock: For Eſtate-Wounds 
ing-Iron can ſtop the Infection. 

Bur on the other fide, ro herd with Peaſants is a kind 
of voluntary Degradation; it's to break your Eſcutcheor, 


_ Feſſter into a Gangrene, and nothing bur the Saw or Seer- 


and ro commence Yeoman. Peaſantry is a Diſeaſe (like 


the Plague) eaſily caught by Converſation ; it's a Colout 
thar rakes on any Subject, and ſeldom wears off: Why 
then ſhall a Perfon of Honour forfeit his Patent without 
Treaſon? Clowns are a ſort of encroaching Animals: 
give an Inch, they ll rake an Ell, and repay your Famili- 
arity with Contempt and Outrage: If you intend to ob- 
lige em to a Diſtance, ſtoop not below your Station, not 
ſer them on equal Ground; if once you make em Com- 
panions, they'll uſurp the Authority of Maſters ; for they 
want Prudence to manage a Familiarity, but not Impu- 
dence to abuſe it: But rake care not ro Brow- beat em, 
nor pretend to keep em under too ſevere Diſcipline; fot 
the moſt deſpicable. and cowardly Creatures, if fotc d, 
will turn and fly in your Face. 


| 4 0 VIII. 
Some Gentlemen are lo punctilious and nice, thar they 
look on Buſineſs as a thing below their Level: No, they l 
| | not 
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not look on their Accounts, though their Eſtate lies in 


an Agony; as if there were no Difference between Pru- 


dence ind Trading. But certainly, Wiſdom jars not with 
Quality; and I Hope, one may be a good Husband with- 
out turning Clown: Its no Branch of a Gentleman Pre- 
rogative td be bubbled our of Houſe and Home. When 
Expentes run high, is it not fir at leaſt to provide againſt 
Fraud and Circumvention ? Prodigality on the one ſide, 
and Fraud on the other will ſoon drain an Eſtate to the 
Lees. Do not therefore all by Deputy: To truſt a 
Steward too much, is to expoſe his Vertue. Honeſty is 
not always Proof againſt Temptation; Men often cheat 
withotit'Seraple, when they can do it without fear. Re- 
methber, chat Nobility ſtript of Means, makes no gen- 
teel Fignre ; it cant ſtand without geiden Supportets: 
Model therefore your Expences by yout Income, and 
feflect you poſſeſs Lands, not Mines; o thouſand ex- 
pended and one received will not balance - Awcqunrs at 
the Year's End: If you are wiſe live on the Crop, not on 
the Land; convey not a Lordſhip to London in a Bill of 
Exchange, not carry Acres in your Pockety''rhey-thrive 
well in Country Air, but fall into Conſumptions and 
Hecticksat Mhite- Hall and Groomporters, and ſoon expite; 
and then you muſt run upon the Common, / or live on Cha- 
rity or Courteſie; or Chamelion-like, on the Air, unleſs 
* had rathet turn Knight Errant on the King's high- 
ay, or take up your Quarters at Hburn. Believe me, 
Neander, Poverty is unfaſhionable in our Days, and De- 
pendance uteaſy; take care therefore: of the main 
chance, lay by a Reſerve for Age and Accidents: A new 
Eordſhip does not (like a Phun) jump out of the Aſhes 
of the old: No, when it is gone, 'Hope' follows it; no- 
thing remains but Beggary , Contempt, Deſpair and 
Repenene meet nom on 
He neither Covetous nor Profufe 5 Extreams are vicious; 
that ſeems leſs" gerteel, and this more fooliſn. I hate 
to ſee a Gentleman (like x Snail) draw in his Figure to 
ſave his Purſe, and not only want the Conveniences, but 
even the Neceſſaries of Liſe in the Face of Abundance : 
This is almoſt to antedate Miſery, and to turn tlie Fa- 
ble of Tuntalus into a real Story. I would no more truſt 
ſuch a Miſer, than a Foor-Pad or à Cut. Purſe; he who | 
loves Money more than himſelf, will infallibly rate it above 
* S Honeſty, 
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Honeſty. and he Il ſtreich.ia Poist, and un Conſci- 
For to a Miſer Knavery and Cozenage are 


under- rate Silver. "8777 g 
- Len 


neſt and 


_ rea] Torment, 


ſtake no more, than you dare loſe et” on Paſſion : 
Thoſe -Plays, lake Quick-Sands, ſwallow | at a 
71 they devour a Patience, and caft Na- 


ſeen Gameſters & Methought chey ſar on Thorns, or Ten- 
Deſpair on their Faces z they broke through all the Bar · 


any Proſp ok Ga Gain: 
unqneſtiona- 
ble Aim, and ought tb be ſuppoled as a 79 ulatum : 
In:a Word, it's a ba e Employmenc to lie on mh, and 
to ſtand Centinel to Intereſt ; I would neither fawn on 
for Money 5 _ nor duck, and pdrakg.1t deer 
lick 2. No, I world:nox;. Ee 
rye Flora, nor — a; Sb. * | 
row; that would be Ko, 0vAwalue: Len; 3 bf this to 


ence ben O 


1 


Equipage tun even with: your. Puck and Qua- 

if nar your ſelf. to feed Laqueys ; por give. 5 

a Coach (as N. N. did] to, ſave their Laveries. - 

ſome ſometimes. buoy wi Credi 6herzſti 6 8 | 

ſhip; nonciſh! Mirth, and breath i 499 598 2 ip | 

Canverſation:;: chough they fink © Purſe they, do 

dia ng aclcet r for you Maney. | 4 
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— muſt not be — re allow i it time 0 . . 
if you are 8 the $ Wien IN Exchange 
therefore ſo metimes your ions. Em Narren for ho- 
Recreatiens ;- they refreſh the Mind, un- 
burthen: Nature, enliven.the-Faculries, and pour new Life 
2 Vigour into the Body: Whale, cool that are more 
verting and leſs 3 3 a Pleaſure overpurchaſed 
if-rhey ay regis : ory K90ye and Ap- 
plication; you do not fo much eaſe | 
Bucrhen. - I would not have yon ys upon ; 
of Hazard, unleſs Civiliry ige nd even Then ; 


ture as chat 1. ; 


ruce into 4 Ferment. Good God! How .uneaſic have 1 
ters ; you might {ee Pafſion in their Geſtures, and read 
riers of Modeſty and Decorum, and diced away their Mo- 


ney. ſirſt and then flung Patience after it. Had Force 
2 un Gameſters on chat Rack, I ſhould have 110 
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tied their Misfortune; but when I reflected they were 
theit own Execurionets, let em luffer (ſaid 1) 9 
but Stripes can teach Fools Wiſdom, nor reſtore 
Men to tbeir Wits, | 
I met once Sir N. N. an old Acquaintance ; Whither 
ſo faſt {ſaid I) old Friend? I am, replied he, on an Ex- 
pedition; You are merhinks (anſwered I again) too cra - 
y for a Winter Campaign, and too old ro turn Alaro- 
deur, or Partizan: Nay, (/aid he) my Buſineſs lies with« 
in Doors: In ſhort, I am bound for St. Fames's, where 1 
intend to fling away a hundred Guineas. To fling away 
'a hundred Guineas, ſaid I! Prerhee if you are over- 
cha with Coin, favour me with the Burthen 
you'll play the Fool ar leaſt with a better Grace, and le 
Trouble. But the Propoſal did nor reliſh ; he wou d 
(Gentleman-like) keep his Word, rhough he loſt his 
Purſe ; and bad rather forfeit his Eſtate than his Credit. 
He invited m__ accompany him; away we drove to 
the Place of Rendezvouz, where we found his Antago- 
niſt ready ro encounter: Down they ſat, and tot they 
went; at the beginning the Dice favour d my old Knight 
fo ſtrangely that I thought good Luck and he were of 
Intelligence. Lord! How the old Gentleman crow'd [ 
Joy danc'd through every Joint, you might ſee ir fluſh 
m his Face, and gild the Decays of Narure. In fine, 
good Luck ſeem'd ro have fild off his Account twenty 
Years, and to have put as many more to his Credit; 
bur then if good Humour ſat on this fide of the Table, 
bad ſar on the other; the young Squire firſt took the Per, 
hen Clouds began to riſe, which made me expect a 
empeſt; nor was I deceived in my Conjecture, for 
immediately away fly the Dice with a Brace of Curſes 
at their Heels; then Fortune is halled to the Bar, arraign- 
2d and condemned: Providence brings up the Reer of the 
Criminals ; you wou'd have thought this one and twenty 
came in a direct Line from Hercules, he play d the Fu- 
rioſo ſo lively. | 
And now Sir N. N. was entring the Haven with his 
golden Fleece; when on a ſudden the Wind chopt a- 
dour, and blew in his Teeth; the Tables are turned, 
he Scene is chang'd, the Knight fumes, and the Squire 
riamphs ; one curſes the Dice, the other gives em his 
Blefling : They fteer cheir Paſſions by the Cube, and "_ 
C3 Wi 
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with the Caſts. In fine, my Friend ſtood to his Word; | 


he left the Field and a hundred Guineas to the Victor, 
and loft all Gravity and Moderation. I accompanied him 


ro his Lodgings; but I found he was even lurcht of 
good Nature alſo. Well (ſaid I) do you call this Play? 
Can Sport and Anxicty, Fear and Deſpair ſtand toge- 
cher? Hell and Heaven are as compatible: I would as 
ſoon for Diverſian take a turn upoſt the Rack, or lay 


my Head between the Anvil and the Hammer ; thele 
Torments are noi greater; but I am ſure are It ex- 
penſive. | 


Neander, you may learn by / this, how ill theſe Plays 


deſerve the Name of Recreation; fly em therefore as the 
Plague, they prey upon Content, corrode Satisfaction, 
and in Concluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and commend No- 


bility to the Pariſm. % 


_- Hawking and Hunting are more manly, more genteel, 
and more diverting ; theſe Sports are almoſt as ancient 
as our. Nature, they have kept up their Reputation in 

ighr of all the Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune ; but 


then they muſt be taken with Moderation, like Phyſick 
© Yor Health, not like Meat for Diet. To range eternal- 
Iy in Woods and Thickets after Beaſts is rather the Of- 
ge of a Keeper, than the Sport of a Gentleman. I 
blame not the Recreation, but the Exceſs : For though 
Hunting be a royal Paſtime, it's certainly a baſe and ſer- 


I uit in ppg pred 1 bak args” | 
Nean. Pray what is your Opinion of Dancing and 
Muſick ꝰ are they genteel Accompliſnment ? : © 


Euſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Quality, and give 
Man with all 

the little Ingredients neceſſary for a quaint Addreſs,. and 
uſher him into company with Advantage; they relieve 3 
| ow, and 

Converſation languiſhes, a Stroke of rhe Fiddle, a . Song 
ot a Sarabranq well perform d may enliven it: Bur dont 
over- rate theſe Talents, nor place em among che firſt- | 


a pretty turn to Breeding; they furniſh a 


a drooping Diſcourſe: For when Reaſon runs 


rare Qual iſications. of a Gentleman; for in reality they 
only fit you up for a modiſh Addreſs and a female En- 


textainment. Let a Man rather trim up his Mind than 


his Body : Thoſe Embelliſhments are more noble and rich 
that lie in the Brain, than thoſe that ſink into che Feet, 


X. When 
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When Innocence left the World, Cloaths came into 
Faſnion; they were only invented as a Screne to Naked- 
neſs, and a Defence to Decency; you muſt not therefore 
invert the Inſtitution, nor turn the Marks of Infamy into 
Badges of Grandeur; for it's a Madneſs to Fride in our 
Shame, and to look big becauſe we are poor and indi- 
gent: Indeed a Gentleman ſhould not clatter in Sabots, 
nor trudge about in, Linſy-M/oolſy. - Quality under ſuch 
a Diſguiſe would make a ſlovenly Figure: Be neat with- 
out Gawdineſs, Genteel without Affectation: In fine, the 
Taylor muſt take meaſure both of your Purſe and of 
your Quality, as well as of your Perſon: For a Suit that 
firs the Character, is more à la mode than that which firs 
well on the Body. I have ſeen ſome Fops over- ſnoot 
Extravagance; they ranſack d all the Shops in Pater- 
Noſter. Row and Cheapſide for the Matter, and conſulted 
the whole Company of Merchant- Taylors for the Form; 
a Man of War might be rigg d with leſs Noiſe, and 
ſometimes at leſs Expence : Now though fine Feathers 
make fine Birds, yet ſurely gawdy Trappings can't make 
fine Gentlemen; for rhe Embelliſhments of Quality are 
Wir, Judgment and Behaviour ; an Air that's noble with- 
our Haughrineſs, and condeſcending without Meanneſs. 
Now-theſe Qualifications lodge in the Soul, they lie in 


the Head, not on the Back; the effects indeed run to the 


Superficies, but the Cauſe ſculks our of ſight. 1 
I ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at Night, nor 
put it on in the Morning at the Toylet ; why then are we 
ſmitten with Drapery, and dote on Finery 2 This muſt 
be underſtood with regard ro Decency ; Allowance muſt 
be given to Cuſtom, and Opinion; A Gentleman muſt 
not be ſo unpretending in. Appearance, as to affect 
Slovenlineſs; this is to ſacrifice one Vice to another, to 
atone for Vanity with Naſtineſs; walk between theſe 
two Extremes; though you uſe both Shops and Taylors, 
depend on neither; build not your Reputation on Silks, 
nor your Worth on Stuffs: For in a Word, they are meer 
Excrements of poor Animals: Now to make the baſeſt 
part of Worms and Sheep, the top of our Greatneſs, 
is in Effect to commence Beaſts. Neander, put on a good 
Humour, a fine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, and 
* C3 youll 
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you'll k p the Mob at a Diſtance 3 but whoſoever pre- 


tends to dazle Men into Reſpect, meerly with Scarlet 
and Gold Lace, will fall ſnort of his Prerenfions. Men 
are not awed by Cloaths, but Vertue: Old Fabricius in 
his Ferkzn, and Curius in the Chimney Corner, were more 


eſteemed and feared than Caligula or Heliogebalus, in all | 


their State and Bravery. 


Leer not one Action ſtoop below the Level of your 
Qualiry ; be not deceived in the Notion of Honour; 


this is a neceſlary Caveat in the mad Age we live, Some 


confound Honour with Profit, others with Pleaſure ; 


but by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pilfering and Lewd- * 


nels are dignifying Qualifications: And ſo Foot-pads, 
_ Cyut-purles, and Debauchees may pretend to the Right 

of Peerage ; bur others ſeat jr on the Sword's Point, and 
perſwade themſelves ir conſiſts in laughter ; as if there 
were no Difterence between Honour and Savagenels, 


between a Gentleman and a Butcher: Theſe are a | 


| Race of European Cannibals, who worry their Species aud 
devour Man's Fleſh ; true Anthropophagi, who ſport in 
Blood, and turn Slaughter into a Diverſion ; they are 
known by the Names of Scowrersand Duelliſts ; but theſe 


Appellations are zoo innocent for ſo baſe, ſo barbarou 


an Employment; they ſtand guilty of Murder by the 
Laws of the Land, and therefore are mark d with Shame 


and Infamy by the Government; But beſides they are 
condemned by the Law of God, and fo are at once out- 
lawed by Religion and the State: What, I beſeech you, 
can ſtigmatize and degrade a Practice more efficaciouſſj 


than this double Excommunicarian ? | 


But, ſays a Gentleman, ſhall L receive an Afﬀront ? : 
Yes, I hope, r than a Stab, or a Halter; that hoy 


be retrieved, but a Wound in the Heart or a disjoined 
Neck, are irtemediable. But muſt L ſwallow the Lye 
#00 2 Why — «bo deſerve it > The' Puniſhment ex- 
ceeds not the Crime, and merhinks its reaſonable for 
rhe Penalty and the Pault to go together: For pray re- 
ffeck if the Imputation of a Lye be ſo offenſive to Quality, 
the-Thing ir ſelf is much more; and'therefore you ought 
rauher to take thoſe Imputarions as Admonitions than Af- 
pt 
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But luppoſe ir be a Calumny, I wou d either contemn 
it er pardon it; a Man muſt undervalue the Benefit of 
Eaſe and the Price of Life ro ſell it for fg inconſiderable 
a Trifle; for in the Judgment of the Law its nothing, it 
will not bear an Action. Now ſeeing we fabmir to the 
Opinion of the Judges in orher Differences, why are we re- 
fractory in this Caſe ? The Law is the Standard not 
only of Right and Wrong; bur of Honour and Infamy : 
And ſeeing it will not rake Cognizance of ſo petty an 
Aſperſion, it ſuppoſes it below Noticſde. 
Ay! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge: and we had 
better be out of the World, than out of the Faſhion. 
Under Favour, the King is the only Fountain of Ho- 
nour, and I cannot find he ever made over to Cuſtom 
this Prerogative Royal. ES. ˙· 1 
But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? (i. e.) a Club 
of Deſperadbes withour Religion, without Conſcience, 
a Pack of NMnegado Chriſtians who are a Scandal to their 
Profeffion, and a Shame to their Nature; vote Murder 
a brave Action, and you obtrode this Arheiſtical Error 
from the univerſal Opinion of Mankind, for the Stan- 
dard of Honour and Bravery, Why ? Such Men's Judg- 
ments are as falſe as their Principles, and their Opinions 
— 1 * —— go Raſcals extol 
erjury , i ay-men obbery 5 Debauchees 
Lewdnefs, are theſe creditable and innocent Vocations? 
Becauſe Perjury, Robbery, and Licentiouſneſs are com- 
mon, are they lawful s? | 
Befides, can any thing be more extravagantly fooliſh, 
chan the. Pundtilio's of a Duelliſt > One: has given me 
the Lye ; to wipe off the Affront, I muſt provoke him to 
tilt at my Lungs. - Ah, bur Right ſtands for you! bur 
what if Fortune ſtand for your — Right is a 
dull Weapon, unleſs Skill and good Luck manage it; 
the clandeſtine Revenges of rhe Italians are cruel and 
diabolical, but ar leaſt they are leſs fooliſh than ours; 
they will not bath their wounded Honour in their own 
Blood, but in that of their Enemy; and therefore they 
attack unawares or by Proxy; but we revenge at our 
own Expence, nay and upon our ſelves, and ſometimes 
at a Diſadvantage too; as if to retrieve our Honour 
we mult die like Fools. 1 know not what Charms others 
may ſee in a Stab, I had rather be ſent into rhe other 
| C4 A 
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World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt; a Duel is an 
ill. Diſtemper ro die of, 7 7. poſſibly Atheiſts may 
Abinſe k \agemes!- ne 5 — lan confident theſe Marty rs 

f, Honqur will be ed 
eception in —.— 2 Falls ſhort of their Exp. 

Neander, is a gteat Leyeller. Titles, ality, 


. Wealth, wich all their Appurtenances, leave us with the | 
aſt Breath; A. Clown will meer. with Reſpect if be be 


innocent, and à Prince with Contempt if guilty ; our 
Kane will anſwer our Actions not 177 3 2 


Scavenger chat dies in Peace with God ſhall be convey ed 
into erz "nd 2 Lord chat math in as into oo: 
ments. | ; 2 OTST 2 
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"felt a Singularity. in Behavi s, as well as in Religion, 


and fo make themſelves ridiculous to appear genteel; 


theſe are a Heterogeneous 1 of Gentlemen ſome call 


Fops, and others, Beaus ; they 77 a Compound of Farce 
and Ceremony, 2 Mixture of Mimick and Tragedian; 
had their Mothers made a. Voyage to the Indies, 1 
ſhould - ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to an Ape: For 
Fa 222 we of a mixt rede and often the Beaſt 

bur always the Coxcomb; a the, Beau 


its the. has more Judgment; theſe Gen- 
Dug 2 — ppęts, and — by work; 


they Pa $ 2 1 —— yas the Glaſs. and $24 the Tylet, 

Taylors, 
383 ; Semp/treſſes 3. they value more the Art af 
eſſidg well, than * N of paying: Ker a at ! 


and, ſummon to their Levy tbe whole Poſſe 


on . ine their F gung 97 98 85 they © 

Fqnremplare . LED Bray ledig chaſe People | 

19 58 bayipur, to themſe on. can't a- | 
8 

| oy Jp r an | 
2 wie Infection; if they 


gue, gue, they love to, aſh t 
= you zeſtyz, they Il not 810 Sue Jour. Motions 
A 


. . Compy ent,. and you muſt 
erle, 'or ped. Proſe ; 

_=_ _ Fry mers kh poor Caſſandra bo orxune, 
er to. be wot ir eas —5 or nog, and pore 
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1 they find their 
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ject, but I fear I have already treſpaſs d upon your 


Parience. 
| - Nean;rT ſee, Dear Euſebius, you are a Stranger to 
my: Conſtitution, I am not ſo ſoon talked down; how 
can I ſpend my time better, than in learning how to 
ſpend it well? | bY: 
After a ſhort diſcourſe of indifferent things, Neander 
took Leave of Euſebius with a Promiſe to return the next 
Morning. He kept his Word, and Euſebius ſpoke thus. 


* ado. — ___—— 
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KK vpiatocue m. 
b. {WEuſbius infrufs Neander in the Duty of a Chriſtian 


|; Eaſeb. II. harder (dear Neander) to deſcribe the Part 
of a.Chriſtian, than that of a Gentleman, and 
ce Ja matter of higher Importance to act it well; if a Gen- 
; Ieman falls below his Character, his Reputation may 
I ſuffer, but not his Soul: He may not ſtand fair in Men's 
or ¶ Opinion, bur this is a trivial Misforrune ; for pray what 
ft ¶ great Advantage is it to be eſteem d by thoſe who can- 
au not be ſufficiently blam'd ? Alas! their eſteem is fo in- 
n- ¶ ſignificant, that it's neither able to credit nor diſgrace. 
c; Bur oh ! if our Life ſwerves from the Laws of Chri- 
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et, Wſtianiry, and if Death takes us away in this Diſorder, 
rs, Wwe are undone for ever, eternally loſt! without hope 
of of Change, or of retrieving our Misfortune: Upon this 
o- Point our all depends; if we act a Chriſtian well, we 


dall be received into the Joys of the Juſt; but if ill, into 
Ihe Puniſhments of the Impious : And both theſe States 
| * everlaſting, both immenſe, that in Pleaſure, tb in 


ck | Now when the Gain on the one fide is ſo vaſt, and 
ey che Loſs: on the other ſo exorbitant, does not Reaſon 
ns rell us that we ought to bend all our Care, all our Ap- 
aft ¶ plication to diſcharge our ſelves of the Duties of a Chri- 
e; ſtian ? I will therefore draw up a ſhort Scheme of the 
1c, ¶ moſt preſſing Offices of your Profeſſion, and furniſh you 
eir wich Motives, able to perſwade you to comply with em. 
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1 8 | I. | 2 
The chief Reaſon why Men live at Random is, be- 
cauſe they haye forgot their Errand : they fanſie them- 
ſelves to be the Work of Chance, che Offspring of Haz- 
zard, Creatures of Pleaſure placed on the Land (as the 
Leviathan is in the Water) to ſport and play ; but cer- 
tainly we muſt have (mall aintance with the Dig- 
iry of our Nature, and a mean Opinion of our Great- 
neſs to frame ſuch wild Ideas. Our Underſtanding is 
100 noble to be buried in Dung and Rubbiſh ; and our 
Soul too ſpiritual to be condemned by Nature to the baſe 


* 
. 


Employments of Brute. C1 

No, no, Neander: God's Omniporence framed us, and 
his. Goodneſs deſigned us for himſelf alone. He has 
ennobled us with Reaſon ro know his Greatneſs, with 
a Will to love his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy 
his Perfection. He is our Alpha Omega, the 


and our 
Origin of our Being, and rhe End of our Creation. It's 
impoſſihle for us to be miſerable with him, or happy 


wn um == vp 
But, though we are made to enjoy God in Heaven, 
3 it's uncertain, ther we ſhall ever land at this thrice 


happy Haven of rhe Bleſſed; for God has decreed to 
communieate this ſupream Felicity as a Reward, not as 
2 Gift: We'muſt rake this Ciry by Storm not by Capi- 
_ ulation: We muſt enter Lepee ala main: & violenti ra- 
| je ilud. But if the Difficulty cramps our Courage, 
fit baulks our Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the Enter- 
prize, or fail in the Execution, we are undone for ever; 
_ we muſt rake up our Habitation in Hell, and dwell per- 
_ with Fire and Brimſtone. This we believe 
Neander) the bare Thought of it ſometimes con- 
als the very Blood in our Veins, and ftrikes us with 
ror and zement, One Theft, one Murder, one 
Fornicarion unrepented, caſts us into a Lake of Fire, into 
a Vale of Torments, imo a ſad Manſion of Deſpair, 
Where we ſhalt always burn and never be conſumed; 
always die, and ever live the Object of God's Wrath, 
and the 7 rae Monument of our Folly and Diſobe- 
dience. two Points are, as it were, Poſtulatums 

in Morality, and God has been pleaſed to reyeal 2 
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almoſt every Chapter and Page of the New Teſtament, 
char he might allure us to our Duty by the charming 
— of Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the diſmal Re- 
preſentation of Hell. * 


We can't tax God of Severity, nor complain of hi 


Heaven to wher our Hope, and animate our Cou- 
rage ; nor does he lay our Salvation in the Hands of 
Chance, or truſt ir ro the Care of our Enemies. Yer 
he has entruſted every Man with his own Welfare; ſo 
that we cannot be miſerable, unleſs we _—_— againft 
our ſelves, and rurn Traytors to our own » If 
therefore we miſcarry muſt not the Fault lie at our own 
Door 2 If we will be ſo ſtupid, as to fling up our Claim 
ro Heaven; 1o void of Reaſon as to leap into Hell ; Do 
we not deſerve to forfeir the one, and feel the other? A 
Man, who in ſpight of Prayers and Tears will vault 
down a Precipice, deſerves to meaſure the Height of ir 
by the Fall; and if he breaks his Neck, who will not 
n, rather laugh at bis Misforrune than pity it? | 
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as Had God ried ö —— 
i- be had not over- rated it. For all we can either do or 
ſuffer in time, bears no Proportion with an Eternal Re- 
e, ward; though. he be our Mafter, be has behaved him- 
* ſelf to us with all the Tenderneſs of an indulgent Father. 
; For he has drawn up Articles ſo adva s for us, 
* that we muſt be mad to complain, either of Circumven- 


© tion or hard Dealing: He requires nothing bur Love and 
" Obedience, Now who can in Reaſon refuſe ro love an 
h Infinite Beauty? or ro obey an Omnipotent Power? We 
0 pay him Love and Obedience by keeping his Command- 
0 ments, which are are only hard to thoſe that reſolve to 
t, tranſgrels em. Ee mandata ejus gravia non ſunt. Nay, 
they are ſo a ble ro Reaſon, that we muſt croſs upon 
b. our Nature, before we can violate em, and almoſt ceaſe 
* to be Men, when we begin to be Sinners. In a Word, 
to be happy in the next World, we muſt be vertuous in 
this. Vertue is your Duty, Neander; and jf you *. 


The Gentleman Inſtruted. 
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interworen our Duty | with our Satisfaction, that it's 
impoſſible for a Man to be jnnocently unhappy. 


| f V. 
Though Vertue be an Excellent Thing, it may be a- 
buſed. It lies within the Reach of Fancy, Illuſion, and 


Miſapplication; there is falſe Vertue as well as adulte- 


rate Coin : And as the Laceldemonians trickt up their Gods 
in the Spartan Dreſs; ſo aftentimes Men model Vertue 
by their own Paſſions. I have ſeen a moroſe Zealor eter- 
nally harangiie againſt the Corruption of the Age; all 
was wrong; all vicious that croſs d his ſour Humour, 
One would | have thought God had conſtituted | him In- 
ſpedtor- General of Mankind; he kickt and flung after ſo 
unchriſtian a rate, twas dangerous to come within his 
Reach. Now, though Scripture and Reaſon call this 
gin, he miſtook it (good Man) for Vertue. His Error 
was Proof againft Homily and Exhortation. You might 
have ſooner-perſwaded him out of his Chriſtian Name 


than out of his peeviſh Humour, | 
As I eſteem nothing more than true and genuine 
Vertue, ſo I abhor a Hypocrite. I hate thoſe Mounte- 
banks of the Spirit, who turn Piety into a Trade; who 
ray themſelves into Livings, and whine themſelves into 
—— who practiſe Humility out of Pride, and 
Charity out of Spight; who preach up the moſt ſevere 
Morals in publick, and condemn em in private; whoſe. 
Zeal is Cenſure, whole Juſtice is Intereſt, and Piety a 
Cover to Vanity. I have heard theſe Tartars laſh the 
World to Exceſs, whilſt they courted ir ro Extravagance : 
They extolled Sollitude, yer were always in Company, 
and praiſed Vertue, when they practiſed Vice - In one 
Word, this Race of Men is a Medly of Oppoſites, hum- 
ble without, and proud within; arrogant to Exceſs, and 
on Occaſions ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure; all Fire, and 
all Smaak ; Saints in Appearance, and Sinners in Effect. 
Others place. Dagon and the Ark on the ſame Altar. 
Like Jebu, they blend Good with Evil, Adore God in 
the Tetaple, and Golden Calves in Dan and Bethel : 
Sometimes they are all Spirit, ſometimes al Body: Now, 
they regale their Senſes with a Thouſand; Ragouſts of 


he moſt refined Lewdnels ; By and by they feaſt — 
1 | es | douls 


ir ſerioufly; will prove your Pleaſure. For God has ſo 
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Souls with the moſt high-ſeaſoned Piety: One Day 
they ſurfeir with Faſting, another with Feating: Yeſter- 
day were tired with Kneeling, to day with Dan» 
cing: They ſeldom miſs a Sermon, never a Play: If 


you ſee a Prayer - Book in their Hand, you may (wear 


there is a Lampoon in their Pocket: And if the Bible lies 
on their Desk, a. Romance ſtands on the Shelf; ſo 
that they are half a Saint, and half Devil, but all Mon- 
ſter. I knew a He- Devotee, who wou d ſpeak ſo feeling 
ly of the Excellency of Chaſtity, one would have taken 
him for a Baptiſt; yer at the ſame time he entertain d 
a Miſs in a Corner; and though on Sunday he appear d 
in the Church with Reſpect: before the Lord, all the 
Week he paid Homage to the Lady: This is not Vertue, 
but an Oleo of Vices: This is to worſhip God as the 
Soldiers did our Saviour, with Outrage and: Blaſphemy. 
You may eaſily infer, that the Duty of a Chtiſtian ob- 
liges you to deteſt and abhor ſuch a Conduct, but not 
to imitare it; one Defect tarniſnes Vertue. Bonum ex 
integra cauſa, malum ex quoli bet defectu. 12 
That Man is truly Vertuous, who is neither proud 
in good Fortune, nor abject in bad; who deſires nothin 
but Heaven, and fears nothing but Hell; whoavenges At- 
fronts with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon; who is ſe- 


vere to himſelf, and eaſie to his Neighbour ; who ſpeaks 
well of all but himſelf; and never pardons his own Defects, 


nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. ' In a Word, Nean- 
der, Do good and fly from evil, is the Sum; of your Duty. 
This is Vertne in Short-Hand, Perfection in Epitome, 


and Heaven in Reverſion. 


That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt Importance, 
that immediately belongs to God; he is our Maker and 
dur Sovereign, we are indebted to his Power for our 
Being, to his Goodneſs for our Converſation; from him 
we expect the Reward of our Vertues, and the Puniſh- 
ment of our Vices. Return him therefore a thouſand 
Thanks for the Favours you have received from the firſt 
Moment of your Creation; you can't begin the Ac- 
knowledgment too ſoon, you can't repeat it too often, 
becauſe you can never thank him enough; reſpe& him 
as your Father, ſerve him as your Maſter, and fear him 

as 


_ 


- 


then praſſe his Conduct, but condemn your own. 
2 755 


Ab Neander, a thouſand, rhodſand times happy is 
chat Man, whoflings up all his Concerns into We Hands 
of Providence, and ties up his Deſires to the Laws of 


Obedience ; he carries in his Breaſt a little Paradiſe, and 
4 Heaven in Profpe&t ; he fits above the reach of For- 
tune, and beholds wich an Air of Unconcernedneſs un. 
der His Feet, all thoſe Storms and Tempeſts that daſh 

in Pieces other Mens Feliciry ; he neither defires good 


Succels, not fears Diſappointment ; he opens his Door no 
leſs chelrfulty to Want, than to Abundatice : In Aue; he 
knows, chat Command is God's Prerogative, and Sub- 
miſſion his Duty. Can Imaꝑination paint a more ſolid, 
a more fiticere Satisfacxion, than neicher to languiſn un- 
det the Torments of Hope, nor to ſink under the Billows 
of Deſpait; than to fubſeck our Appetite to Reaſon, and 
eas cc God, our Ointjpocent Maker and Merciful Re- 
This Submiiffion raifes Man to the Height of Vertue 
and Happineſs: For 'whoſotver bows His Netk to the 
ſweer Yoak of Providence, neither amuſes his Thoughts 


with vifiotiary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears; he lives 


on his own Fund, and keeps his Deſires within the Com- 
: pas of his Power ; he is content with the Portion God 
is aſſigned him: This he holds only in Fee, and is rea- 
dy to leave ir at the fitt Command, He' neither affects 
ro belefs,” not aſpires to x higher Station; he would be 
juſt as hne is, becauſe God has made him fo, 
Neaud. This State of indifference is 4 fine thing in 
Theory and Speculation, but impoſſible it, Practice, and 
is rather ta be wiſhr, than hoped for. 
Euſeb. Pray temembet chat deſponding Thonghts only 
__ ſerve to pall the Spirits, and to blaſt generons Reſolurions. 
Things are often impoſſible, becauſe Cowardice makes 
em ſo: Check Fancy, ard You'll not encounter thoſe 
Dimculties in the Practice: Puſillanimity and Non-Expe- 


rience 


s your Judge; neither forget his Kindneſs in Proſperity; 
80 Bla pheme his Conduct in Adverſity: He is 50 let 

miable When he frowns, than when he ſmiles; when he 
wounds, rhan when he heals. And therefore kiſs the 
facred Hand thut firikes, as well as that which ſtroaks 
you - He always deſigns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs | 
add Impariente yon turn his Bleſſing into Curſes; and 
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rience conjure up to fright you. For Gd is no Epicurean 


7 Deity, ſo taken up with the Enjoyment of his own Fe- 
ſy licity, that he has no Leiſure to caſt a Thought on the 
he WY Concerns of poor Mortals below: No, no Neander; his 
he Providence is as boundleſs as his Being; he did not di - 
ks Weſt himſelf of the Government of the World, when he 


1 other wiſe ghey d make a ſpeedy Exit, and fink into ** 
$ uid ite re. 
of Won ; even the Worm and the Pi/mire, he fers em their 
ad | work, and through a thouſand 
r- = ov Now 
= nary eings for Man, 
ſh not be t 7 his Care from him, as if 
2d Ne were below his Love or Concern: No, no; he counrs 
10 he Hairs of his Head, and regiſters his Steps in the Folio 
he Wot his Omni/crence-.,.. 1-1! 1 PAN 

b- Now God being Goodneſs it ſelf, he can't wait upon 
d, us wich an ill Defign,; He ftands over us as a Guardian, 


n- penny lh as 2 Fxiend, not as an Enemy; he conſi- 
Vs ders our Conſtitutiog, and pries into all Circumſtances, 
ad rhat he may time his Favours. and ſo enhance their Va- 
e- ue, by adapting em to our Neceſſitie. 0 
gs his Goodneſs aſſures us he means well, ſo his 
Wiſdom gives us Security and Caution, that he cant 
de. deceived. in the Choice of thoſe things he deſigns for 
8; he cant give ug a Stone for a Loaf, nor a Scorpion 
for a Fiſh, nor Paiſon for a Medicine: ſo that we are 
ure on the one fide, that nothing befals us unawares, 


dd Pur either by his Permiſſion or Command; and on the 
a- Mother, that he either permits or commands it for our 
ts Good ; and that ic will certainly prove ſo, unleſs we de- 
be feat his charicable Deſigns by impatience or Blaſphemy, 


and by a ſtrange ſelf-creative Power turn his Bleſſings 
nto Curſes. Now, what Misfortune can make Impreſ- 
ion on a Mind ſo ſtrongly fenced ? It will ſtand the mot - 
ery Tryal, without an Oh, without a Ny Face; for it 

$ both Faith and Realon to ſupport it? And then he 
hat will weep that has all the Reaſon in the World to 
augh, myſt be fond of Tears, and in Love with Torment. 


. 


It's 
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We are an America, an undiſcovered n to gur b 
h 


Temper; and comprehends all choſe things we eitlier ea · ¶ co 
gerly purſue, 7 fly from; he ſees the Em- Pe 
ployment of theſe will eonvey us: to Eternal Felitity, cr. 
and the Poſſeſſion of thoſe into Bndiefs Torments. He le 
therefore gives what we feated; and tefuſes what we de- an 
4 ſired · Now, is ir not a Kindneſs to be thus tgercifplly Wl "i 
© _ cruel? Is it nor à Favour to baulk Sur Pretenfions, and FI 
a real Misfortune to be fortunate 77? 3 | 
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We can never withdraw our ſelves from God's Im- 
menſity: He reigns in Hell no leſt than ii Heaven: he 
exerciſes his Juſtice among the Damned, and fis Mercy 
among the Bleſſed; he dwells in Woods, and walks in 
Cities; he retires with us into Solitude, and accompa- 
2 21 \ nies 
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nies us in Converſation ; he is in all Places, and ſees all 

Things; he fathoms cur Deſires, he counts our Words, 
he ſcans our Actions, and reads our Thoughts, 

Imprint this Truth with indelible Characters in your 
Memory, and recommend ir to your daily Confide- 
ration; twill teach you both Caution and Reſpect; 
vill curb the diſorderly Sallies of Nature, and bind 
your Paſſion ro its good Behaviour. You will not have 
the Face to ſtep beyond the Bounds of Duty, nor ſcarce 
be tempted to tranſgreſs it. Nature, I confeſs, is unruly, 
"Twill run away wWith us, unlels we keep a ſtrong and 
watchful Hand over it; but then the very Thought that 
God ſtands by, will blow over thoſe Flames of Paſſion, 
that dim Reaſon, and hurry us into Tranſgreſſions. 

Before a grave Man we dare not fall into Indecency ; 
his very Preſence gives a Check ro Appetite, and ſtops 
Senſuality in its full Career: So that Lewdneſs and De- 
bauchery are forc'd to retire, and give Place to Shame. 

Who violates the Law in the Face of Authority, that 
has both Will and Power to revenge the. Contempt, 
gives an evident Proof, that eirher Life is uneaſie ro him, 
or that he is not compos mentis, and by Conſequence de- 

ſerves Bedlam rather than Tyburn, Yer human Juſtice 
acts in a narrow Sphere; ir reaches but ro Life, and 
can't purſue. the Criminal beyond the Grave. If there» 
fore the Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenſion of Death, 
have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, as to cool the Fire 
of Paſſion, to diſcountenance an unbeſeeming Sally, and 
to repell any Aſſault upon our Vertue; certainly, a ſtrong 
Perſuaſion, that God is preſent, that he looks on us to 
crown our Vertues, and to chaſtiſe our Vices, can't be 
leſs efficacious; for he is Sovereign Diſpoſer of our Souls. 
and Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into nothing, and 
thoſe into Hell; we may baffle human Juſtice, either by 
Flight, Money, or Favours, but we cannot fly out of 
God's Dominion; his Anger can neither be appeaſed with. 
Bribes, nor ſoftned with Tears, nor overcome with En- 
treaties; © ; BS ' | | | 
Now, a Man who with the Eyes of Faith continually: 
Beholds this dreadful Majeſty hovering about him, with 
the Reward of Vertue in one Hand, and the Sword of 
Revenge in the other, will rake Care of his Behaviour, 
and not ſell his Innocence for a Fleet Pleaſure in ut 
L D | 
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and Eternal Torments in Remainder, Let me therefore 


once more intreat you (by all that is Near, by all that 
is Sacred) to carry this Conſideration along with you in 
all your Buſineſs, in all your Paſtimes, its Company 
will neither be troubleſome nor NENT bur I am ſure 
it will be er 855 


VIII. h 

- Got's Infinite Greatneſs entitles him ro Homage, and 
our Dependance calls upan us to — We cannot 
acknowledge too ſoon his Authoriry, becauſe we cannot 
| reſpe& it too much: We are the Work of his Hands, 
che Object of bis Mercy, and ſhall ance be Eternally 
that of his Love or of his Hatred; of his Love, if we 
execute his Commands; but of his Hatred, if we * 

; *em. Juſtice therefore and Grazicude ; Hope of 
eaven, and Fear of Hell, preach Vertue and ience 
to his moſt holy Injunctions. Yer alas! this Voice of 
Thunder is not able ro awake our young Gallants. 
(Like fo many bewitched Sampſon) they fleep in the Bo- 
ſom of faſcinating Pleaſures, that lull em into pleaſing 
Trances, imagi Delights, to plunge em into real 
Torments. One would think they either disbelieved a 

Future State, they are ſo unconcerned for the preſent; or 


that they had a Patent to do ill; or at leaſt an Aſſurance 


of Pardon and Repentance. Tbeir Study is to learn 
Sins; their Employment to commit em, and ** Di- 
verſion to applaud their Impieties, Tell cheſe deluded 
- Exeatures they walk over Precipices, and r 68 the 
Brink of Deſtruction: That to live a Debauchee, is to 
die a Reprobate : They anſwer your Charitable Admo- 
nition with a Joak, or 4 Frown, and very caldly reply, 
Thar Yourh was made for Pleaſure, and Old Age for 
| Repentance. Good God | that Men of Wir and Parts 
> ſhould fo wretchedly fool themlelves into Ruin. Were 
1 no longer lived than qut Bodies, did they fink 

nothing when we ceaſed to brach. x that Atheiſt 

| Rant, Ede. bibe, gaude, cras moriemur, would not 
quite unreaſonable. Could we look into the Future, 
= read our Deftiny, could we caſt up a Horoſcope of 
Ar Death, as Aſtrologers do of our Life ; were we ſure 
thar cras moriemur, we might equip our ' ſelves to Day 


; for * l to Hell; 5 0 motrow as great 
Prepa- 
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Preparations for Heaven. Bur alas | we dwell in a Re- 
gion, were Certainties are ſo twiſted with Uncertain- 
ries, that though we know we mult die, yet we are as 
ignorant of the Time, Place and Manner, as the Child 
unborn. Perchance Divine Juſtice may arreſt us in the 
very Heat of our Lewdneſs : it may drag us from the 
Ste ws to Judgment: The firſt time we cloſe our Eye-lids 
may be the laſt: We may only fleep in this World to 
wake in the next; we may only open our Eyes to lee 
ſtrange Flames, and return to our Senſes to feel em. 

Sudden Deaths are not Miraculous, The Bills of Mor- 
tality aſſure us they are too ordinary: Bur theſe Accidents 
ſurprize your Debauchees ofiner, than thoſe who live 
within the Bounds of Temperance and Moderation. 
They over- charge Nature with continual Exceſs, and ſer 
all the Humours of the Body in an Uproar : And how 
eaſie is it for theſe Humours in ſuch a Hurry and 
Tumult, ro crowd in upon the Heart? or to fly up to 
the Brain? or ro impede the Playing of the Lungs, and 
on a ſudden ftop Reſpiration 

But though God ſhould deal more mercifully with 
theſe Men than they deſerve, tho he ſhould give em 
both Time and Leiſure to repent, its ren to one they Il 
die in theiv Sins, and carry into the next world thoſe 
Crimes they committed in this. 

For two things are neceſſary for a thorough Repetis 
tance ; God's Grace, and Man's Co- operation; without 
that we cannot repent, and without this he will not par- 
don. If therefore the Difficulty to be overcome be greater 
at threeſcore, than at twenty, and Grace be leis, it's odds 
they ll not repent at threeſcore, but that certainly will be 
greater, and this infallibly will be leſs: Therefore it's 
odds, that the final Reſolutions of theſe unfortunate Gen- 
tlemen will. vaniſh into Smoak, and end in eternal De- 


ſpair and Puniſnment. 


I prove the Difficulty will certainly be greater. Phi- 
loſophy and Experience teach us, that a frequent Re- 


lapſe into any Diſorder ingenders a Habit, (that is) 4 
Facility and Propenſion to reiterate the ſame Actions. 
And this takes its Fotce from the Frequency of the Pra- 
ctice: For though in natural Productions there is a cer- 
tain Point of Growth and Perfection, yet in Morals 
there is no ſuch Term, both vicious and vertuous Habirs 
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may go on in infinitum : Hence it happens, that an in- 


veterate Cuſtom twiſts and winds it ſelf into our very 
Nature; it ſinks into our Bones, and enters into our 
Conſtirution. Now, if all the frightful Reproaches of 
"Conſcience, all the Calls of Grace, the diſmal Proſpect 
of thoſe Shades below, the charming Allurements of Hea- 


ven above, were too feeble ro reftrain Nature alone; 


will they fence the Clamors of mutinous Paſſions, curb 
the Violence of Nature back d by Cuſtom, and inflamed 
with ill Habirs ? No, no: Nature ſeconded by a Habit, 
(like a Loadſtone armed with Iron) draws ten times 
ſtronger. He who groans under the Weight of a Fea- 
ther, will fall under that of a Milſtone. * 25 
Now, as ill Habits byaſs Nature, and make it more 
imperuous, and leis governable ; ſo in our Suppoſition, 
Grace the chief active Principle, is leſs. For Grace is a 
free Gift, no Debt, -aliter Gratia nen eſſet; we muſt re- 
ceive it as a meer Benevolence, and cannot ask it as 
our Dube. ps | „ Enintt x 
Is it probable God will pour down upon his mortal 
Enemies theſe Streams of 7 and Beauty, as plen- 
titully as on his Friends ? on thoſe who blaſpheme him 
twenty Years together, as on thoſe who adore him? 
on thoſe, who abandon their Duty out of a determinate 
Malice, as on thoſe, Who fall by Surprize ? Its certain 
he will not: For God will not be laught at; and can the 
Wir of Man invent a more compendious, and at the 
ſame time a more biring Rallery, than by trampling un- 
der Foot chis Divine Gift, that coſt our great Redeemer 
Torrents of Sweat, and Rivers of Blood, than by ma- 
king his Goodneſs the Ground of our Ingratitude? than 
by refuſing to repent, becaule he is prone to pardon ? If 
God be Juſt, (as certainly he is) he'll ſtop rhe Conduit of 
his Mercy, and rain down a Delugeof Maledictions on 
thoſe rebellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, and 
turn his greateſt Attributes againſt his own Breaſt. 
Neand. What you ſay (as to the main) is true; but 
give me leave to tell you, there is a daſh of Hyper- 
bole in your Diſcourſe: Man's Malice can't weary God's 
- Mercy ; he can pardon more Sins than Man'is able to 
commit; nay, and will, if we fling our ſe:ves ar his 
Feet, and ſue for Mercy. A contrite Heart, Euſebius, 
is-2 moving Spectacle, it diſarms God's Juſtice, pd 
n, : melrs 
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melts it into Mercy; and as he receives thoſe Prediga's 
that return, ſo he ſurniſhes em with Grace for their 
Voyage. 46> h | 
Euſeb. Neander, God's Goodneſs weighs down Man's 
Malice; our Obſtinacy can't tire his Mercy; he'll give 
both Pardon and Heaven to rhoſe who ask em; his 
Word ſtands engaged, and he can't fly back. But then, 
where has he promiſed that inveterate Sinners ſhall ask 
Pardon? It's true alſo, that the moſt profl;gare Debau- 
chees have Grace ſufficient to work Repentance. Bur 
what ſignifies a Power to do good, with a Will to do 
Evil? There is not a damned Soul in Hell, that did not 
once find it ſelf in the ſame Circumſtances. Is it leſs 
miſerable, becauſe once it might have been happy ? 


Alas! this ſad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their 


Deſpair, becauſe it repreſents their Miſery, together with 
their Folly, the Sole Caule of their Misfortune. | 
Nean. Pray, Euſebius, don't diſgrace God's darling 
Verrue, Mercy; nor condemn poor Sinners to the worſt 
of Torments, Deſpair. Whilſt there is Life, there is Hope. 
They who never thought of Pardon in their Lives, found 
it at their Death. What? he who died for Man, can he 
have the Heart to damn him? The very Thief on the 
Croſs, though abandoned by Men, was careſs' d by his 
loving Saviour; and for one humble memento mei, re- 
ceived Mercy in this World, and Paradiſe in the other. 
Euſeb. Miſtake me not, (Dear Neander) I am not 
for graſping an Immenſity, nor for preſcribing Bounds 
to an infinite Being; I know God's Mercy is above the 
Skies: Bur then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs ; u- 
dicio ejus abyſſus multa. We can't take the Height of 
that, nor fathom the Depth of this. They are both equal, 
(i. e.) infinite; nay, they are the ſame thing: For Ju- 
ſtice is Mercy, armed with Revenge; and Mercy is Ju- 
ſtice, diſpoſed to Pardon: Why then ſhould we dread 


ir in one Dreſs, as well as dote on it in the other? I am 


not for caſting Men into Deſpair, As it is the greateſt 
of Torments, ſo ir's the blackeſt of Crimes, and the moſt 
irrational: This antedates Damnation, and gives us over 
to Execution before God has pronounced the Sentence. 
To damn your ſelves out of a Fear of being damned, is 
the Top of Madneſs; the non plus ultra of Frenſie: To 
think my Salvation impoſſible, is to make ir ſo; not to 
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for Heaven, is the next Way to loſe it. But then 
if I hate Deſpair, I abhor Preſumprion ; if that leads us 
to Hell by a direct Line, this does the Buſineſs as effica- 
ciouſly. For can we outrage our great Maſter more, 
than when we bend his auguſt Attributes to our Lewdneſs? 
and build the Babel of our Abominations upon his Good- 
neſs ? and our Crimes upon his Mercy ? Is not this to 
ſport with · Majeſty ? to rally Authority? and to play 
with Goodneſs ? And pray what difference is there be- 
tween deſpairing of Mercy, and burleſqujng it ? This 
impious Mirth, ( Neander ) will once end in Sorrow, 
and theſe Peals of Laughter , in gnaſhing of Teeth : 
But becauſe our Libertines put a great Streſs on the 


good Thief's Converſion, and fanſie their Deaths will 


reſemble his, no leſs than their Lives; twill not be a- 


miſs ro examipe the Point. 


Firſt, St. Bernard tells us, that this Thief's Conver- 
ſion is the only Example (to be found in Scripture) of à 
deferred Repentance that was ſucceſsful. Bur, with Sub- 
miſſion, St. Bernard miſtook in the Calculation : For 
this was nor properly a deferred Repentance. The Thief 
anlwer d the firſt Call of his agonizing Saviour; the firſt 
Glance of his Sacred Eyes wounded his ſinful Soul, and 
melred his hard Heart into Love and Sorrow. 

Secondly, The Thief received Pardon and Paradiſe : 


Bur what did he to deſerve this miraculous Favour ? He | 


adored Chriſt, - not ſeared on a Throne of Glory, but co- 
vered with Shame and Infamy, rorn with Whips, pierced 
with Thorns, outraged by his Enemies, forſaken by his 
Friends: Beſides ſome ſay, Life was offered this Malefa- 
Cor, if he would deny Chriſt : Bur he choſe rather to 
die with him, and for him, than to live without him. So 
that now the Cauſe of his Death was changed, and he 
who was faſtned to the Croſs a Robber, expired on it a 


artyr. , 
Thirdly, God ſealed his Pardon; but this Act of Grace 
was granted on the Day of Mercy; and yet of ſo many 


Sinners that were SpeCtators of this bloody Tragedy, we 


know but this Thief, who was ſo fortunate as to ask 


Pardon, and ro receive it. Tell me then, Dear Neander, 


. night we not rather draw Motives of Fear from the Mis- 
fortune of thouſands, than of Preſumprion from the gdod 


Luck of one ? If you look pn the right Hand of our dy- 
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ing Lord, pray caft an Eye upon the left; and if you 
behold on the one fide a Sainr, you'll diſcover a RS 
bare on the orher. Ler therefore Gentlemen learn Fear 
rom the Damnation of the one, as well. as from the o- 
ther a dangerous Security. And I counſel all Chriſtians 
o draw this Concluſion from rhe different Deaths of theſe 
two Malefactors, that it's a Madneſs to deſpair, and 
Temerity to preſume; anus oft ne diſperes, unicus ne 
præſumas. . 1 | 

Wherefore conſecrate the firſt fruits of Reaſon to God; 
you can't begin the Practice of Piety too ſoon, but may 
oo late; Nature untainted with Vice may be wrought - 
with eaſe into any Form, and caſt in any Mould. It's 
a kind of tabula raſa, a Blank, that almoſt with the ſame 
Facility receives the Characters of Angel, and of Devil; 
but when once it's ſtained with Sin, when it's byaſſed 
by ill Habits, and worſe Principles, you will find it ſtub- 
born and rebellious. Be nor then fo fooliſh as to prefer 
Danger Before Security, and to turn Pleaſure into Toil. 
Take Occafion by the Fore- top, it quickly paſſes, and 
ſeldom returns. = 


Religion is the Ground-work of Salvation ; and there- 
fore you can't be roo tender of a thing that ſo nearly 
concerns your erernal Happineſs. I recommend this 
Point to your Care with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at 
preſent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of Contempt, 
and I fear rhe Gentry have a greater Hand in the Scan- 
dal, than the Commonalry, Nothing, indeed, enters 
more frequently in Diſcourſe ; it's the vulgar Topick of 
Converſation, the Subject of our Heat the Source of 
Drivifions, and by Conſequence of our Misfortunes : 
Yer not one of a hundred knows the very Meaning of 
the Word, and not two in a thouſand agree upon the 
aus the very Ideas we have of it are wild and mon- 

ous. 

I have heard with Indignation and Horror, ſome Gen- 
tlemen pronounce ex Cathedra, Thar Religion is a Grie- 
vance; no Duty, becauſe it controuls our moſt noble 
Faculty, the. Underftanding, and enſlaves us to blind 
Obedience. 2 1 

Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and proteſt, that 
Orthodoxy and Profit go together: So that in thoſe Mens 
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Theology, Turci/m, with a 1000/ per ann. is more cre- 
dible, than Chriſtianity with 500, 

Others again confound Religion with Faction, and ſo 


to carry on a black Deſign. ſtrike in with any Conven- 
ticle; they cry out for Liberty of Conſcience, although 


they have none for Reformation, though they delight n 


Tumults, and feign the Angel to play the Fiend. 
Others, like an abandon'd Brat, drop it at Church- 


men's Doors, and fanſie it's a Monſter of their Begetting. 
Craft, (lay they) Jugiing and Intereſt brought it forth, | 


whilſt Superſtition and Policy maintains it. 

But by theſe Gentlemens leave, Religion is neither the 
Product of Spleen, nor the Fruit of Imagination; it's nei. 
ther a Hatiſts Engine, nor a Patſen's Invention; it came 
from Heaven, and was planted on Earth by Chriſt and 

bis Apoſtles ; and we myſt either believe it here, or burn 
for our Infidelity hereafter ; He that believeth, and is baj- 
tized, wan be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall be 


Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and they will be re- 
ceived, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians. The Apoſtle delivers 
the ſame Doctrine; Without Faith it is impeſſible to pleaſe 
God. Now without doubt God made Heaven 2 his 
Friends, not for his Enemies: for thoſe who pleaſe him, 
not for thoſe who contemn his Laws, and ſport with his 
moſt peremptory Commands. Again St. Auguſtine tells 
us, li vera fades non eſt, nec. poteſt vera eſſe juſtitia, 
But it's Frenzy and Illuſion to exceſs, to fanſie, that a 
Man not truly juſt will be admitted into the eternal Joys 
of Heaven; it follows therefore very Juſtly that Salvation 
is a Chymzraourt of Chriſt's Church, and by conſequence, 
that all thoſe Liberrine Gentlemen, who play with Re- 
ligion, and ſport with Faith, are in a fair way to deplore 
eternally their factious Impiety. I would have em 
ſpend ſome cool Thoughts on the Matter, and conſider 
ſeriouſly, whether a Petty, Brutiſh, nay Atheiſtical Satis- 
faction can countervail a perpetual Miſery, and whether 
rhey would not give more pregnant Proofs of Wit and 
5 — by enquiring after the true Religion, than by 
pooning all. | * 
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Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you walk by the 
Light of Reaſon, and frame your Conduct by its in- 
violable ' Maxims; that you neither curſe God, nor 
wrong your Neighbour ; that you neither invade his 
Lands, nor impeach his Reputation; that your Hands 
are not dipt in Blood, nor your Tongue in Gall; that you 
defile no Man's Bed, nor encroach on his Property. 
Theſe Negatives will never unlock Heaven's Gate, nor 
place you in Bliſs, Faith muſt carry a Torch before 
you, otherwiſe you'll ramble in the Dark, and wander 
in Error, till the Flames of Hell diſplay the Miſtake, 
and at the ſame time puniſh it. a 

But do you think, Neander, that thoſe Men, who talk 
down Religion, and cry up Morals, are at the Bottom 
greater Friends to the one, than to the other? Alas! no; 
their Actions are as libertine as their Belief; and if we 
may judge by Appearance, they have no mare of the 
Man, than of the Chriſtian. For whoever ſaw theſe 
mighty Advocates of Morals, theſe Aſſertors of Regula- 
rity, ever ſtand up in Defence of Verrue, but when they 
actually condemn'd it in Practice? I have often indeed 
heard your qualified Debauchees talk moſt feelingly of 
Sobriety over Champaigne, of Temperance at a full Ta- 
ble: And I ence mer with a Proſtitute, that extolled 
Chaſtity like a Veſtal, You muſt therefore, when you 
meet with infidel Moraliſts, ſuppoſe they only commend 
Vertue in Jef, bur practiſe Vice in good Earneſt ; and 
that they are as far from enſlaving their Paſſions to the 
Laws of Nature, as their Judgmentsto Divine Revelation. 

Take not Religion upon Credit; there are in the 


World Teachers of falſe Tenets, as well as Coiners of 


falſe Crowns ; and as you bring theſe to the Touch-Stone, 
ſo you muſt bring thoſe. To believe, you know not 
why, is rather Stupidity than Faith ; it's ro unfence Re- 
ligion, to lay it open to the weakeſt Aſſault of Schiſm 
and Hereſy, In fine to believe nothing, is Madneſs, and 
to believe any thing, Folly, He is truly happy who 
walks between theſe two Extreams, and neither be- 
lieves too much nor too little. | 


Rat” X. 
The Religion you muſt embrace, is that which Chriſt- 
revealed, and his Apoſtles pteach d: This may be N 
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nied by 4 Few or Turk, but not by a Chriſtian. For, be- 
ing God, he had Authority to command, and we have 
an indiſpenſible obligation to obey ; nor could he ſer up 
Impoſtures for Truths, or impoſe Falſhood under the 
Magk of divine Revelation. The Apoftles indeed were 


Men, bur inſpired from Heaven, and conſequently no 


more ſubject to Error, than the Divine Spirit that gave 
bis Oracles thrbugh the Organs of their Mouths. 

This is a Summary of your Duty to God, That you 

owe your Neighbour ſhall be the Subject of our next 

ntertaintment. In the mean time you muſt be my 

ueſt to Day, pray refuſe me not the Favour. 


* 


Neun. I am at —— Command; but let me defire 


you to give me theſe encellent; Documents in writing; 
are too long to be remember d, and too uſeful to be 


Or. : | 
- Exſch. Vl comply with your Defires, and at my Lea» - 


ſure ſer down what I can call to Memory. 


* * — 


1 DIALOGUE w. 
ppbetber Gentlemen are obliged to pratife Vertue. 
te. CCarce was Dinner ended, bur in PER Eleutherius 


an Acquaintance of Euſebim; he was a Gen- 
* tleman of a worthy Family, and of an Eſtate ſuitable 


* to his Character. Liberty and Pleaſure were his dar- 


* ling Paſſions; and I have heard him ſay, he had ra- 
ther want Grace than Wit, although he had no great 
* Provifion of eitber · He could not endure to be crowd- 


* ed with Viſits, or Yoaked in Ceremony, becauſe ſuch 


Formalities entrench'd on Freedom, and put Liberty 
under Conſtraint; and for this reaſon he never went to 
Court: For he compared Courtiers to ſo many Slaves, 
* who move in Ferrers, and live for others not for them- 
ſelves; ſometimes to work d down Labourers, more fir 
* for Sleep than Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe above 
** Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſcience; ſo that his 
Name jumpt with his Humour; his Religion was of 
F the laſt Edition, that is; Puritaniſin cut on Independency, 
and | garniſh'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novelties ; he 
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c aſcribed Man's Juſtification to Faith alone, and there. 
* fore condemn'd good Works as Heterodox, as En- 
* chroachments upon Chriftian Liberty, and Grievance 
* to the Subject: Hence he hared Humiliation-Days, 
and could never be perſwaded to. fait till he had re- 
* galed his Appetite. One Day he moved that the Sta- 
& rute de comburendo Heretico might be revived, and ex- 
* ecuted upon a Perſor for ſaying that eftore perfocti was 
* addrefſed to Gentlemen; he look'd upon ir as a ſcan- 
* dalum magnatum, and a clipping of the Privilege of 
* Peerage, In fine, he was of Opinion, that Fancy was 
the only Rule of a Gentleman's Faith, and Pleaſure 
that of his Actions. | | 

Euſeb. Welcome, Eleutherius, pray fir down. Why 
ſo thoughtful and recollected ? I ſappoſe you are come 
from your Devotions, Morning-Service is juſt done. 

Eleuthe, Why, Man, this is not the Lord's Day, 

Euſeb. Pray. of whar Religion are you ? 

Eleuthe, 1 am a Chriſtian. 

Euſeb. Ah, that may be, but of what Perſwaſion? For 
that Notion reaches a great way: There ate Chriſtian 
Papiſts, Chriſtian Turks, and Chriſtian Infidels ; and then 
there are Proteſtants, and True Proteſtants, and in fine 
there are Et cetera Chriſtians, with which of theſe do you 


* convene 2? | 


'Eleuthe. With all, and with neither; that is, I have 
drawn off the Spirits from each, and left the Caput mortuum 
behind ; in ſhort, my Religion is new and modiſn: Tis 
grinned at indeed by ſome, but 2 by the greatet 
and more witty part of the Nobility; tis Reformation 
upon Reformation. 

Euſeb. Metal upon Metal is a Soleciſm in Heraldry, 
and why not Reformation upon Reformation in Religi- 
on? But under Favour, if general Practice hits right with 
the Precepts of your Religion, they are Fly. blown; and 
were I diſpoſed to dogrel it, I would only gloſs upon 
that Text. Follow my Counſel, Elutherius ; ſay com- 
mon Practice claſhes with irs Maxims, or elſe you'll give 
too great an Advantage to Criticiſm and Enquiry. For 
if what you ſay be true, your Religion is without Fence, 
without Ramparr, and a little Reaſon will batter the 
whole Fabrick about your Ears; for when the Queſtion 
is about goog and evil, Practice ſtands on the wrong ny 


But, Sir, let us wave Diſpute; ſuppoſing you are a 
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Chriſtian, what Harm is there in going ro Church on 
a Feria ? | ; $17” 
leut hs. What Harm is it ro fink my Character, and 
fling up my Charter ? 
Eiuſeb. Why, Praying and good Works come not with- 

in the Statute of Treaſon, I hope? 
Eleuthe. Take care, you may lip into a Præmunire 
before you are aware. Liberty and Property are edged 
Tools now a days, few have meddled with them with- 
out a Scar. ba | 
Euſeb. You are in a very merry Vein to Day, but me- 
thinks the Subject bears no Railery. Prithee (Drollery 
apart) what do you mean by Liberty, Property and Pre. 
munire? | | 

Eleuthe, In ſhort then, Gentlemen are not tied up to 

Works of Supererogation, to Vertue, Perfection, and twen- 
ty other Niceties ; all the World knows that Chriſtians 
are free · born Subjects, exempt from the Bondage of Pre- 
cept and Ceremony. They date their Liberty from the 
Moment of their Baptiſm; and a Learn'd Clerk, let me 
tell you, was of Opinion, that the very Ten Command- 
ments expired with the Synagogue. Now, Sir, to bring 
Gentlemen upon their Knees to incumber their Liberty br 
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with Laws and Statutes, is to touch them .in the moſt WM du 
ſenſible Part, Engliſhmen will ſtand for their Birth-right, 1 


and not give up tamely ſo conſiderable a Privilege; and 
il you ſtrive to wreſt it out ot their Hands, you may 

perchanee repent of the Attempt You will have to do E. 
with Numbers and Power,: and though Truth ſtands for {Ml © 
you, if Force ſides againſt you, the Field will be loſt. H 
Eꝛuſeb. This is Liberty indeed with a Vengeanee. Na- of 
ture at this rate, and Senſualiry, are ler looſe, and have : 
a large Field to walk in. Becauſe Chriſt came into the Ml © 
World to baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all Ab- 
ominations; he may break through all the Barriers of 
Nature, Reaſon and Religion; he may cozen and mur- 1 
der not only with Impunity, but alſo with Devotion. I © 


would have you draw up a Petition againſt Gaols, Pillo- e 
ries, and Execution; nay it would not be amiſs at your © 
next Coffee - Hlauſt-Aſſembly, to vote down Hell alſo, as det 


a Gtieyanceto the free · born Subjects of the Covenant. 
8 ; Eleuthe, 
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Eleuthe. Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'd the Point, he 
has overſhor the Truth and himſelf too; but I] maintain 
at leaſt that Gentlemen are not bound up to what Divines 
call Vertue and Perfection; theſe Fooleries look well e- 
nough in a Canonical Caſſock, or a Clergy man's Dreſs, 
but in Scarlet and Gold Lace, they make a lean Figure, 
they walk in Embroidery, as little David did in Saul's 
Armour, very ,awkardly, and rather furniſh Matter for 
Diverſion, than for Edification. | 

Euſeb. Though this Theſis has leſs of Scandal than the 
former, I am ſure tis equally talſe, For tell me, have 
not our Gentlemen and topping Mortals received from the 
Liberal Hands of God, a far greater Allowance of Fa- 
vour, than Vulgars ? X : 

Eleut he. No doubt of it; Nobility it ſelf is a Favour 
of the firſt Claſs ; ir raiſes a' Man above the Crowd and 
Smoak of the World, ir entitles him ro Honour and Re- 
ſpect; the Prince moves here below, as the Sun does a- 
bove in Glory and Magnificence ; Gentlemen are Stars 
placed about him for Pomp, State and Ornament; beſides, 
Gentlemens Bodies have a finer Texture of Parts, than 
thoſe of a meaner Condition; their Complexion is more 
bright and ſprightly; their Air more polite; in fine, Na- 
ture is like Carvers, who ſlubber over thoſe Pieces that 
are condemn'd ro Obſcurity, and poliſh thoſe with the 
laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in View. | 

Euſeb. You argue right for Me; but then you confute 
your 'own Theſis. For if Gentlemen have received more 
Favours than the Peaſant, certainly they are oblig d in 
Honour as well as Duty, to make a more ample Return 
of Gratitude, For, ſuppoſe a Prince has raiſed one 
from the Degree of a Page to that of a Lord or Captain 
of his Guards, that he has at the ſame time flung in 
12000l. per an. to ſupport the Title, and {er off his Dig- 
nity; has not this new dared Peer a more ſtrait Obli- 
gation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, than a Dray-man, 
that only enjoys the common Protection of the Govern- 
ment? This is our Caſe to a Hair. You grant on the. 
one Hand, that ſuch a Man lies not only under the com- 
mon and fundamental Duties of a Subject, bur alſo un- 
der the additional Ties of Gratitude to ſerve his Prince; 
and on the other you confeſs, that God has with greater 
Profuſeneſs pour d out his Liberality on Gentlemen, than 
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on Clowns and Tradeſmen ; why then is not their Obi: 
Ration greater to ſerve him? | 5 
©* Elewthe. Their very Station and Rank, is their Patent 
of Exemprion ; in ſhort, they have no time: For you 
* muſt allow a Gentleman Ten Hours for Sleep, a Quarter 

for his private Affairs; Two Hours to ſaunter from the 
Stable to the Dog-kennel; Three for Dinner, and as ma. 
ny for Supper; almoſt Six for the Tavern, Coffee · houſe 
and Theatre; ſo that you may ſee here remains no time 
_ © Euſeb. Your Arithmetick overbalances your Chriſtia- 
nity. Is it not ridiculous (I mean impious) to take the 
length of a Man's Dury by his Practice, to atgue from 
Fat to Right, and Subpene Ttanſgreffion ro witneſs for 
the Breach of a Precept ? You have carv'd out a Gentle. 
mans Time exactly enough, but not juſtly ; and I doubt 
much whether he will ſtand to it in the next World tho 
he may perchance in this. .God bids em watch and pray 
in the Goſpel :' and St. Paul in his Epiſtle recommends 
Sobriery and Chaſtiry. Now I rhink Men ſeldom watch ca 
or pray while they ſleep, and as ſeldom learn Sobriety in ye 
Tayerns, or Chaſtity in Broehels, or Moraliry in profligate ri 
Converſation ; tell me then nor what Gentlemen do ¶ ce 
but whar they ſhould do, which in ſhorr is this: As they 
have bur one Affair to manage, which is their Salva- th 
tian, ſo all their Thoughts and Actions muſt look that er 
way; if any Motion warps-from this Center, they ſwerve WM hit 
from their Duty; they muſt baulk Appetire, not gtati- Wl A; 
fy ir ; and cither ſtifle Paſſions or ferret them; they muſt the 
be humble in Proſperity, and great in Adverſity (i. e.) they Ml rh, 
muſt bear that with Moderation, this without Clamours Min 

or Impatience; they muſt rather forfeit their Lives than ¶ ſur 
Conſcience, and poſtpone Pleaſure ro their Duty. Theſe Ne 
_ are the Offices of Gentlemen : For Men wete plac'd in of 
this World ro cultivate Vertue, and to enjoy the Fruit WW an 
of it hereafter; tho they labour and ſwear from the IM tite 
Cradle to the Coffm, to advance their temporal Concerns, Pa 
a forward their Miſery, and interrupt their Happi- the 
neſs ; they ate Strangers to themſelves, and only Gueſts che 
in their own Houſe ; they drudge continually, yet do MW wif 
nothing, and are labourioſly idle. Tell me not then of MW haz 
oy ifits,, Horſes, Hounds, Taverns, and Play-Houſes 3 bes 

e things with ſome grains of Allowance, may be — 

* * | x mi 
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mitted Gentlemen as Amuſements and Diverſions, bur 
not as Buſineſs ; their Buſineſs, their grand Concern, 
| and their only Concern, is God's Service, and their Sal- 
vation; and if they ſquander the precious Moments of 
Time he bas afforded them, they abuſe the Gift and the 
very End of their Creation. ; 

Eleuthe. You are warm, methinks, and preſs very hard 
on Quality; but I ſuppoſe you are only in the Vein of 
Bantering, and intend to ſhew how well you can manage 
an ill. Cauſe, and that Wit and Declamation can ſome- 
times ſupply the place of Reaſon and Argument; thou 
art excellently qualified for the Pulpit ; thou haſt Words 
and Invective at Command; prithee off with thy Jump, 
and on with a Caſſock; thou wilt run down Vice at an 
unmerciful Rate, and ralk Debauchery out of Counte- 

ce; no Sin will ſtand thee, no Hereſy affront thee 3 
bur, by the bye, Euſebius, you -are ſubject to flip as wel 
as your Neighbours ; and ſometimes your Paſſion runs ſo 
faſt, that it diſtances your Reaſon : For I think you grant 
ds chat the bare Obſervation of God's Commandments will 
ch carry a Man to Heaven, what then have we to do with 

in your Works of Supererogation, Mortiſication, and Auſte- 
ure BY rictes > The very Word implies Counſel only, not a Pre- 
do cepr, and by Conſequence no Obligation. It 
ey Euſeb. J grant what you deſire, but then I muſt add; 
a- ¶ chat without theſe Works of Supererogation, as you call 
at em, you'll never keep thole Commandments. You can't 
ve hit a Mark unleſs you level higher. Gravity ſinks. the 
ti- WW Arrow under the firſt Line ef Direction in Spight of 
uſt Wl the Impulſe. This is our Caſe, Nature draws towards 
ey Wl rhe Center, no leſs than Weight; tis wanton and liber- 
urs Wine, and loves to range in the Latitude of ſenſual Plea- 
an Wſure, not within the Compaſs of Law and Regulariry. 
cle ¶ Now if you looſe che Rein, and give it the whole Line 
in of Duty to play in, twill break through that Reſtraint 
uit and carry you beyond it. For let me tell you, Appe- 
the cite is not careſſed into Duty, but beaten into it, and 


ns, Wl Paſſions are not to be tam d by Condeſcendence. Like 
pi- che Mobile, the more Liberty you give em, the more 
[ts cy ask; they muſt be diered and brought low, other- 
do WW wiſe they'll fly in your Face. In fine, if you will not 
of have em ask what is unjuſt, refuſe em what is lawful ; 


beſides, Indulgence arms em, it gives em a — ol 
"IN | their 
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their own Power and your Weakneſs ; and then if each 
fingle one be a Match. for a Gyant, who can refiſt the 


whole Band drawn up in a Body? You boggle ar great 


* 


Sins, but ſwallow little ones without Scruple or Remorſe; 


you ſhur your Ears againſt the inward Calls of God's 
Grace, and ſtruggle with his Inſpirations. All rhele things 
are petty Quarrels with your Maker; they are Contempts 


and Diſrepects, though not Treaſons. In ſine, they are 
Sins. Now, whoſoever dare look a little Sin in the Face 


without Horrour, will ſoon commit great ones with 
Pleaſure; for they are both really Sins, and muſt be 
repented of; the Difterence lies only in the Greatneſs on 
the one ſide, and in the Littleneſs on the other. When Ma- 


vius was ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers durſt not 
look the Enemy in the Face; their Gygantick Stature 


and Barba rous Alpect cow'd the Reman Bravery : But 
when they had beheld theſe barharous Germans three 
Days from the Camp, their Spirits. revivd, and their 
congealed Courage began ro circulate through every 
Vein; they nor only fought em, bur overcame. Juſt ſo 
a Man educated in the Principles of Chriſtianity, can - 
not think of the Breach of a Commandment without 
trembling, without Convulſions; but then he ſlides into 
trivial Commiſſions: At firſt, a Damp riſes over his Sto- 
mach, he is crop- ſick, uneaſie, he continues on his Courſe, 
and Conſcience begins to ſlumber; its Reproaches are 
faint, it's Strings ſcarce perceptible; Cuſtom flings in a 
Doſe of Opium, and then it falls into a Lerhargy ; and 
when Man is once arrived at this pitch of Inſenfibiliry, 


he boggles at no Impiety ; he breaks through God's Com- 


mands, and will ſoon ftorm Hell to ſatisſie Paſſion. 


From whence comes this, but from yout Principle, that 
Gentlemen are not tied up to Vertue, Patience, Humility ? 
For, did ſuch Gentlemen mortifie Appetite, and cruſh 
Senſualiry in the Cradle; did they place all their Satis- 
factions in an abſolute Obedience to their Maker's Will, 


and never allow Nature and Senſes ny Play. days, they 


would not have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, nor 
lefr all in common to Licentiouſneſs; they had never 


made their Inclinations their Law, nor Pleaſures the ſole 


Boundaries of their Actions: For that Aphoriſm is moſt 


true, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, no body jumps into 


ill on the ſuddain; Negligence and Diſtruſt weaken 1 
Mr Com- 
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Commands, before we venriire to break em. Now ſup- 
fing all Men ate oblig d to Vertue, it naturally fol- 
vows, that this Obligation lies harder on Gentlemen. 
FHrſt, They lie more in the Reach of Temptation, 
than People of an inferiour Rank; more in view of the 
Enemy; their - Circumſtances then require Vigilance ; 
they, muſt ſtand Cenrinel, and place Our-Guards for 
fear of a Surprize. A poor Man, that can ſcarce furniſh 
Neceſſaries for Life, has neither the Means nor I houghr 
to pamper Luxury; Nature is work d down, and ra- 
ther cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure. In ſhorr, he can 
ſcarce live, much leſs riot; Pride can't come at him, 
it muſt paſs through Muck, Smoak, and Penury to reach 
him. Now this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to ſtoop fo 
low, it loves not to lie on a Dunghill, or ſleep on Straw z 
and a man that. daily ſees and feels nothing bur Want 
and Miſery, muſt be mad befofe he can be proud, or 
grow vain upon any fond Preſumption: Beſides, Apperite 
is ſo kept under by Neceſſity, that it can ſcarce crawl ; 
its very Deſires reach no higher than Bread to ſubdue 
Hunger ; and Cloaths ro fence off Cold, and veil Naked- 
neſs. . No ill Object paſſes through the poor Man's Eyes 
into the Heirt; they draw in no Species, but thoſe of 
Beaſts and Dunghils ; ſo that whatever they behold is 
either rebating or innocent. In fine, they are below 
Temptation, and like a ſmall diſmantled Village, not 
worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen ſtand the Mark of every: . 
Temptation, the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, ſeem 
to have enter d a tripple League againſt them; they are 
mark d out for a Slaughter and Sacrifice, they live in 
the midſt of Plague and Infection, and can't rake one 
Step without meeting Danger, nor breath without ta- 
king in Contagion; the World fawns on them; Paſſions 
revolt, and the Devil caſts Nets to enſnare them; fine 
Sights debauch rhe Eyes, Muſick the Ears, Ragou's the 
Taſte, Perfumes the Smell, and falſe Principles the Un- 
derſtanding; Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies put 
em in a Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman is beſet on all 
ſides; each Vice batters his Conſtancy, and aſſaults his 
Innocence. „what way can he come off with Vi- 
Qory 2 He muſt raiſe Counter - Batteries, and diſmount 
thoſe Enginęs that play upon him; he muſt make a Sally 


and face Pride with Humility, Luxury with Continency, 
E Intem- 


Intemperance with Sobriety, and Love of Pleaſure, with 
that ot Duty: In Morals as well as Phyſicks Contraries 

alone defeat Contraries. Does not Nature tell us, as 
well as Experience, that when the Attack is brisk and 
' -Vigoraus the Place will infallibly be taken, unleſs the De- 

— beat off Forcewith Force, and tire out the Aſſai- 
lants with Reſolution. | 3 Nin 
Secondly. The Faults of the baſer ſort of Mankind are 
-Perſans!. They never ſpread; like an Apoplexy they 
firike but one ; the Miſchief ends where it begun, and Wl © 
one Life ſatisfies irs Fury. But Gentlemen's Crimes be- 
come univerſal, like the Plague . {weep away whole s. 
Families, and drive Mortality and Deſolation before em. 
For the Vulgar are an apiſh Generation, they live on Imi- 
tation and are carried away by the Example of Great 
ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion of the ſuperi- 
or; ſo that if a Maſter throws his Vices the 
Pamily they are ſoon pick'd up, and wore as Robes of 
Honour. For Servants that know their Fortune depends 
on a Maſter s Smile, will not eaſily diſpleaſe him. They 
eye every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, and ſtrike in with 
his Inclination: They applaud his Extra vagancies firſt, 
and then adopt them by Practice. And thus by this ab- 
aminable Complaiſance, Slaves oftentimes work them- 
ſelves into their Maſters Favours, and not ſeldom into 
their Eftates and Dignities. And then when Vice is fo 
_ *extravagantly rewarded, both with Eſtate and Pleaſure, 
when a Man can debauch himlelf into a competent For- 
tune, without other Charges or Expence, than that of 
Conſcience, tis odds he'll venture on the Enterprize. 
Befides, Sins ſupported with Eſcutcheon and Title pals | 
for Grandeur: Nay, and Vice at the Head of a pompous WW me 
Retinue is often miſtaken for Vertue. For the Vulgar MW te; 
judge by the Eyes, not by Reaſon; and whatever ape abl 
pears great, they conclude good, as if Glittering and Va- 
lue were Synonymous. Who has ſpread this Illuſion WM Re 
through the whole Maſs of theſe Morals, but the No- put 
bility 2 Gentlemen therefore, beſides the direct Obliga - anc 
tion of Obedience they owe to God, they lie — 4 
a Collateral one of Charity towards their Neighbours, ¶ the 
and by conſequence, their Failings carry Scandal along in 
wick em, as well as Diſobedience; io that every Crime ¶ Xii 
they commit may be call d Legion. d 
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Bleu he. Tis time to take a little Breath, you ll over- 
heat your Lungs and diſcompoſe your Fabric. But pray, 
Sir, under favour, are Maſters Gaolers ex officio? or muſt 
they be Bayl for their Servants good Behaviour ? 
uſeb, No, but then they mult nor be cheir Murderers- 
Eleuthe. Why, I ſuppoſe you don t intend to caſt ſcan- 
dalous Reflections upon the whole Progeny of Maſters ? 
Have a care, they may bring an Action of Calumny a- 
4 gainſt you; tis dangerous for a ſingle Man to engage 
bs with Numbers. 
15 Euſch. Let us not diſpure of the Name, I ſay you ſtab 
© WW Souls ; if this be not Murder, tis ſomething wotſe ; and 
m. SF if our Laws take no Cognizance of ir, God's do. 
Eleuthe. What, Maſters muſt play the Chaplains to 
their Family, as N. N. did; they muſt bn with the Sur- 
lice and Tippet, and preach to the Text of Fifthly, Be- 
loved, is. it ſo o Is our Brother gone aſtray ? Tea, verily 10 
„ Langhing and Deallery, are gen Relief 
Euyſeb. Laughing „are great Reliefs at a 
e-plus. I have often ſeen ſome in Converſation, when 
th Bi their Stock of Reaſon was laid our, extream laviſh of 
it, ¶ ſuch Impertinencies. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, bur 
preach within your own Walls; at leaſt by Example: 
This is more perlwaſive than Words; tis within your 
Sphere, within the Liberties of your Office and Obliga- 
tion too; or at leaſt ſnrowd your own Abominationg 
under a cover; let them not take Air, they'll fir more 


eaſie on your Conſcience, and not entangle others; if 
you'll not couple together the Office of Chaplain — 
Maſter, don't that of Gentleman and Deuil. 

Eleuthe. I perceive by your Diſcourſe, that Gentle - 
men will not gain your good Will, unleſs they put on 
Fetters, and fee their Keepers. 2 is not ſo valu - 
able a Bleding, as to be purchas d. People often buy 
Liberty, but ſeldom Chains. I mutt ſtand forſooth upon 
Reſervedneſs and Ceremony with my Lacquey or Groom, 
put a Reſtraint upon my Freedom, mure up my 
and ſtifle mirth, or elle cry our, Jack, under Favaur 8 
Or Pray be not ſcandali;d! Is not this to put Jack in 
the Coach, and perch my Lord behind it? to place Tom 
: . and bind over 15 Worſhipful to the 

4tchen 2 In ſnort, Speculation and Theory may approve 
your Morals, Practice cannot. We hire Mens Service, 
not their Deyorion, KE 2 Euſeb. 
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Eꝛuſeb. Very well, according to your Caſuiſtry, Pre: 
cedents vie the Standard of Right, and then. in the ſame 
Figure and Mode it follows plain enough, that becauſe 
Men damn themſelves, they do it juſtly, and wo are 
eternally miſerable by Law. The conſequence is Logical 
enough, but not too Chriſtian. However, if Hell have 
ſuch wonderful Charms, run into its Embraces: But 
remember there is no Return; and look before you jump, 
elſe you may condemn your Folly, but not amend it. 
Quick Reſolutions are ſoon repented- ? 
Eleutherius aroſe in a Heat, and walked about the Room, 
bi Pulſe beat high, and one might read the Trouble of his 
Mind on' his Cheeks. 2 ! 
Eileuthe. I loye not thoſe ſevere Morals, they cow the 
Spirits, disjoynt Converſation, and clog Freedom. Spleen 
begot em, Melancholy nurs d em, and Envy recommen- 
ded them to the Pulpit. For I find thoſe Men are the 
t Champions of Vertue, that are not able to be vi- 
cious ; and thoſe declaim moſt againſt Pleaſure that are 
paſt enjoying it. Yer theſe falſe Devotees will needs 
impoſe on Gentlemen, and ſet their Impotence as a Law 
for others 2 0 
Euſeb. Look ye, there is no Harm done; you are 
ſtill Maſter of your Practice, though neither of us can 
command Principles ; theſe come not within the Precinct 
of your Liberty; are neither ſubject to Change or Al- 
ration; Semper idem, is their Morto. In a Word, Sir, 
I mould not my Diſcourſe to an Humoriſt's Inclination, 
but to the Rules of Truth. Judgment and Conviction 
move my Tongue, not Adulation. If I have impoſed on 
you, unmask the Impoſture ; if nor, let good Humour 
run in its ordinary Channel,” To ſtrike in with a Pa- 
tient's Diſeaſe, is not. Kindneſs bur Cruelty ; and I be- 
lieve you had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper with Coloquin- 
tida, than to be ſent into the next World with Fuleps. 
«  Eleuthe, It's true, bur I would not be debarred of 
Elbow. Room, nor willingly fit in the Szocks, vr be awed 
by a Groom or a Foot-Boy. I would not bid Defiance 
to Conlcience, nor War upon the Almighty. I am wil- 
ling to condeſcend to an Agreement upon Honourable 
Conditionss. "IAB e 
Ezſeb. What? Will you ſtand upon terms with your 
Maker! and Article with your Creator & id eſt, you'll 
- net | vouchſafe 
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ouchſafe to be his Servant, provided he takes. off all 


Reſtraint from Nature, and give you leave to live at Diſ- 
cretion ? Fye, fye, Eleutherius, you are too weak to grap- 


ule ple with the Omnipotent, when he commands you muſt 
ical Eleuthe. Right, when he commands; the Queſtion is 
ave not de jure but de facto, not whether he can command 


theſe Trifles you ſpoke of, but whether he has commanded 
em. For in ſhort, we bawl upon the Topick of Vertue 
and Vice, and yet we ſcarce know what we wou d be at. 
For what one Country approves another condemns; and 
what deſerves the Halter under one Elevation merits a Pa- 
tent under another. The Lacedemonians rank d ſubtil 
Thefts among the Vertues, and puniſh'd your clumſie 
Lurchers; as if the din conſiſted in the Diſcovery alone. 


een In other 5 aces it's an Act of Piety to feed heartily on a 
en · ¶ deceaſed Relation, and an unpardonable Crime to deliver 
the a Father over to the Mercy of Worms. 


vi- Euſeb. What do you mean? nn. 
are Eleut he. I» mean, that Good and Evil, Rabe and 
eds Prong, Vertue and Vice, lie much in Fancy and Edu- 
aw cation; that Policy and Cuſtom coin theſe different No- 
tions. Why elle is the ſame thing Good under one Meri. 
are dian, and Epil under another? Popery in Italy,. France 
an and Spain is voted Orthodox; in England Heterodox. 
act Beyond Seas Faſting and Celibacy are merirorious, in 
Al. England Celibacy is ſuperſtitious, vain and hypocritical. 
ir, So that in Concluſion, Good and Bad vary with the Cli- 
In, mate, and by conſequence take their Being from Imagi- 
on nation, Intereſt, or Civil Authority, unlels you ſay that 
on all Mens Reaſon is not of the ſame Species. Way 
ur Euſeb.” No doubt, you have harangued exce'lently on 
2. WH the Text. of Libertiniſm ; why don't you — all 
c. Religions, as well as all Actions? | A 
n-  Neand.:I believe he does: For if Vertue and Vice 
differ only in Name, Faith and Infidelity may eaſily be 
of WM reconciled, and then Mahometiſm may be put in as good 
d Pretenſions to Revelation as Chriſtianity, , 
ce Euſeb. Prithee Eleutherius, talk no more of Faith, of 
l- Church, of Religion; thy Breath ſmells rank enough 
le to fly-blow Truth, and to taint the Goſpel. | 
Eleuthe. Adieu; my Buſineſs calls upon me} Pray 
ir let our next Converſation be more palatable, 


\ 
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Euſeb. By all means; well talk of Vine, Nomen, and 
Venſion Paſiies ; theſe are palatable Topicks for Epicure; | 
and Scavingers, but not for Gentlemen and ' Chriſtians, 
\-'Efeuthe, Gentlemen your humble Servant. 
Euſeb. You ſee, Neander, Eleutheriws's univerſal Pra- 
Rice, «drawn up in ſhort; can Blindneſs, Stupidity and 
Madneſs ſoar higher ? Like crowned Victims theſe un- 
happy "Creatures dance and under the fatal Stroke 
without Concern,. without Sente of the Danger! They Wl « 
laugh and droll one Moment, and begin the next to 
weep eternally. Oh Frenzy ! They Poſt in full Speed 
in the broad Way to Perdition, and will needs be told 
they ſput to Heaven! What Notions have theſe Men of 
che other World, who live ſo madly in this! Surely they 
fanſie the Soul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body falls 
into Duſt, and that they die like Beaſts, they live ſo like 
em. Yer theſe are your well bred Gentlemen, your Men 
of Parts and Merit: And indeed one muſt have extraor- Wil © 
dinary Breeding to compliment our ſelves into Hell: one 
_ muſt be witty to Madneſs, and prudent to Folly, to con- 
trive our eternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſſy. Bur ſeeing they 
will not profit by our Inſtructions, let ns, Neunder, by 
rheir Stupidity : We'll leave them to themſelves; their Wl © 
Vices cant damn us; both Glory and Puniſhmenr [are 
perſonal; we have made a Day's Work of it; to more ll © 


pu happy Gentleman was unacquainted with ſuch Re- 
©, proaches, he ſcarce underſtood the Language, and 
* found in himſelf no Inclination to learn ir- He thought 
be bad treated Conſcience ſo ill, it would not have the 
Confidence to return and indeed for ſeyeral Years he 
E heard no Newsof it; which made him ſuſpect it was 
LAN, ” | on decealed, 


row well profecure the lame Subject. | * 7 
| — — | — — — r — 7 
DIALOGUE v. 
1,4. Profecution on the ſame ulis. i 
4 Eleni, ar his Return to his Lodgings, rew un· : 
E eaſie and ſullen; the late Diſcourſe had alarm'd MF . 
Al. Fears, and awak d his Conſcience, 18 began in b 
good Earneſt to call him to an Account, and flung be- 
fore him an ungrateful Journal of his Vices, The un- | 


B 
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-* fion. 
go that he knew not what to make of theſe mne 
Gtipes, of theſe Aches of the Stomach. At firſt he ſuſ- 
« petted Euſebius had Intelligence with Satan, and cried 
* our for a Divine and Exorciſm, For why (laid he) can't 
* Forions conjure up from Hell the Devil of Fear, as well 
4 as Philtrums raiſe the Fury of Love? Bur be ſoon 
© confeſs d, the Devil's Bufineſs was to deaden remorſe, 
not ro vicken i it; to gag Conſcience, not to provoke 
ir indo — and Reproaches. 
Though Euſebius had argued down the Gentleman 8 


0 22 he made no Impreſſion upon his N.; 


though this aculty be really blind; it affects Com- 
* mand, and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Government en- 
* raild on Reafon, whenever it's ſeconded by the rebel- 
« Jious Mobile of unruly Paſſions. Hence it comes that 
aur Judgment generally ſtrikes in with our Inclination, 
* thy ſeldom pronounces againſt our r Intereſt and Plea- 
66 ure. 
Eleusherius had been ttain d up in the wild Princi- 
« ples'of Libertiniſm; and having taſted the Sweetneſs 
of an uncontrouled Liberty, he found in himſelf no 
Propenſion to enſlave his Reaſen to the Rules of Reve · 
&© lation, nor his Practice, to the Laws of Morality ; 
* -wherefore he bribed his Fil to over-reach his Reaſon, 
* * and very eagerly helpt on the 1 nt His Endea- 
« your proved ſucceſsful; for in Spight of Conviction 
ge queſtioned the Arguments of Enſebrus, and laid his 
© late Defeat on the Weakneſs of his own Abiliries, not 
* on the Force of, his Adverſaries Reaſons: And now his 
© Conſcience began to ſpeak in a lower Tone ; it upbraid- 
Wo, , him with a fainter Accent and a kind of Reſpet; 
* nor did he doubt but a ſecond Conference would ſend 
it again beyond Sea; but he would not leave the Cauſe 
* to his own Management, bur 5 upon his Friends, 
A Barifter and a Courtier, fa ppoſed t to de 
* mighry Wirts, becauſe they laught at Pins to Scandal. . 
The Defign was laid handſomly, and had a promiſing 
* © Aſpect; ; for though the Lawyer managed his ill Tongue, 
* the other was excellent ar his Weapon, and ſo might 
* puſh on the Cauſe with a ſteel * as well as with 
Forehead. 


* deceaſed, or had taken a Tum to the Indies for Diver- 


35 | 
Eleut berius next Feen deſired Emuſebius to 


« , favour him with a Viſit in the Evening; he pro- 
„ miſed to meet him at his Houſe, and put off Neander 
till the next Day He went at the time appointed, 

4 but found only Eleutberiuss Lady at home. She re. 

15 Erie Euſebius with civility, 494 defired him 40. Ex: 
1p ﬆ her Husband's.Return.....,.} - 

She was a. La of the Town, an fv md of Eaſe 


4 anda Mortal Enemy to Conſtraint · One arr of che 


Morning ſhe lay in her Bed, the other ſhe, ſar, at ber 
« Toylet. She ſpent the Exenin Tung either in receiving Vi- 
Ny ſits, or returning em. it run before her Judg- 

ment, but her None Gidkancd both. In fine, her 


bt. nd ſoated not an Inch abote Earth. She was 


* wedded to the Wort, enchanted with the preſent, 

« and — of the future. 1 

1 After ſome uſual Civiliries,, Pray, Se (: (laid a ſhe ) 

ive me leave 5, enguire what paſs d berween my Br. 
_ 2 65 and you Le rday, he return d in Hitec 1 3 
hope there was no Blood drawn. 

Euſeb. None: Ray. Duelling- Days, Madam, ars paſt, 
my Sword has ome gow s. in. the Scabbard, and no- 
Ling bur. — Des 
thas Confipemenx., 

Sale e e you bled his B regten; 3 Bldg 

e to:{ame,..Conſtiturions in ein; an ve 
en . who l es, our 22 Ounces ar Bldod 
2 fewer Grimaces, than one of Silver. 404 indeed 
Eleutherius is of nhis Hy Humoui, is Money and. Patience 
$a ragether, ...,. 2 
- 1 Euſeb. We paſt 6 ES in Diſcourſe, not in 
Play, and J ſuppoſe he took Pet becduſe we e not 
agree upon the point in Queſtion... 

Lady. You, ſurprize me, Sir. he and I play at Groſs 
Nueſtions every Day; nay. we ſeldom. are of the ſame Opi- 
nion: Vet yon would rake him for a Dove without Gall, 
without Paſſion, :yea, wirhour. Sen us he bears my Hu- 
mour 1o.ramely : Certainly. you diſcuſs'd a Matter of 
Importance, to talk him into ſuch an extraordinary Di- 
— 5 May I be ſo rude, #1 oak you the Subject of 

r Converſation 2 

Fuſeb. Madam, * Sub was, Whether the ; 

Fl obliged to die ri e Yerues; ; and whether 


OTITIS * this 


fon ſhall releaſe it 1 
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this Precept, Be perfect, falls not as heavy on Lords and 
| 1 as — 2 Hh de Chambres and Waiting Women ? 
Eleutherius maintained the Non-obligation, and treated 
me with Heat and Paſſion, becauſe I would nor give up 
the Goſpel to eſpouſe his Error. 

Lady. Indeed, Sir, I doinor enter into Mens Canons; 
bur I am. of: Opinion, that Precept reaches not our Sex. 
Our Conſtitution i is delicate, ſoft and 2 
fit for Eaſe than Labour, and more inclinable. to Pleaſure 


ſtraint our mortal Enemy. The very Name of a Precept 
chills our Blood, and the Obligation of a Command is 
an invincible Temptation to tranſgreſs it. God therefore 
ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, cinnor ſurely over- 
charge it with Prohibitions or Commands. 

 Euſeb. Bur I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have ſome Preten- 


World, .as well as his Creatures in this. 

Lad. II endeayour to be happ here, and haps to 

5 be ſo hereafrer. Surely, Sir, you don't rake me for a 

ſt. Joponeſe withour Saul, without n of a future 

f 3011 K V 

m 12155 0, Madam 3 — too mach Liberry of Prin- 

cCiple and Education too. But pray, how. will you find 
is God unlels you ſeek him ꝰ And how will you be received 

ve BY into Heaven at your Death, unleſs you Prerapenthe Way. 

od to ir by Vertue in your Life? 

ed Our Saviour was pleaſed so aſſure Mankind, hea the 

ce Way to Heaven is narrow: and uneven ; Perchance your 


Ladyſhip: has fallen upon a more convenient Road, and 


in intend to ride thither in a Coach and Si. 


ot Lady. I leek his Will in che Bible, and hs Preſence i 7 


the Church. 
ofs  Euſeb, But do you alla, in your Actions ? Alas, Ma- 
pi dam, che Knowled ge of God's. Commands will not ſave 
ll, vou; and I fuppoſe many mourn in Hell, who ſometimes 
u- viſited the Church on a Sunday. You know, Madam, the 
of greateſt part of humane Actions are of themſelves indiffe- 
i- rent, and take their Value from the Intention: They muſt 
of be directed to God's Honour, to benefit our Souls; and 


tend to his Glory, to forward our Salvation. May I'be 


ry ſo bold, as to entreat your Ladyſhip to favour me with 


er a brief Account of the Method you uſe in the Oblation 
is of your * ; Lady, 


than Pain. Beſides, Liberty is our Favourite, and Con- 


fions for Heaven; you hope to enjoy God in the next bs 


ring Mike chat ef Cain) dra down a Cutſe inſtead of 


58 Te Gentleman Tuſtrucfedl. 
Lach. Sir. I have not yet reſolved on à Confeſſor; I 
on no ſuch Obligation; and I am not diſpoled to Works 
of · Supererogation;; and therefore you muſt not expect 
to ſound my Conſcience, '& to- read my Thoughts. 
Euſeb, I confeſs, I am no quite furniſh'd for the Em- 
w of Direction; and I had rather de condemn'd to 
che drivinꝑ of Lions; than to the leading of Beata s. But 
however ſeeing you are pleas d to refuſe me the Favour 
— yen will let me try at leaſt it I can hit on 
Lan potent Eternal God I for thy ſake I. intend ro 
devote every Action of this Day tothe World, with- 
out leabing one Thought for Heaven. My only Care 
* ſhall; be cb have none, and my only Study to avoid Sol. 
* licicude, I'll glitter in Sitks and Silver, and hang 
£ LotYſhips in my Rars r the my Sons become Lagueys, 
1 My Daughrers Chamber mm, and my Husband faſts 
© out my Bravery in the Mn N Bench or the Marſhaſſen, 
* Tu wint nothing at Table but Appetite, and rather 
„run upon Tick, than top within the Büühnds of Fruga- 
lity or Deceacy. After Ditmer I'Il either give or re- 
4 turn Viſits, and entertain the Company at the Expence 
*<,.of Modesby and Charixy, And in the Evening III. 
* drive d f. Park, and from thenee ſtrike off to a 
*, Bait o, Corpedy,/ Lil pleaſe thoſe Gallants Who pleaſe 
4 me ; and ſmile on thete e eto my rare Petfecti- 
ons. All this, O God! Leffer up Sc.. 
An good Ratneſt, Madam, date you banter the Not 
high at this” Monſtrous Nate ꝰ Would not ſueh an Offe- 
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a Bleſſing? Whar! do we ſerk God by trampling 
his >Comianils and merit Heaven by n Hell 
Or is ——_ ah yg Copy of your 35 Fog 
your. Study, BuGnel(s;'your only Employment to 
invent new Pleaſures; and then to enjoy em? Now, 
Madam, if y0u dare not offer up your Actions ro God, 
with har Fate can you expect a Reward! Will he re- 
<compence Vice, and crown Impiety? Or have I mil- 
vepveſented your Conduct Don't you rave after Pleaſure, 
Vaniy;/and Gallanery, ggg... 
5d Lab) Whartien 7 119 0969 ts 4100 es | 
'- - Euf#b:'$t/Puntis very poſſtive, that a, Woman that live: 
ee er Drad al fr bes; She Fer in Apper 
58 : v3 eflDI3J 5 7 rance, 
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rance, but is dead in Effect ; ſhe has indeed the Life of 
Senſe, but not that of Grace, and by Conſequence will 
never enjoy that of Glory. 42 en 

Lady. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear fine Apparel 
without forfeiting her Robe of Innocence ? muſt ſhe riſe 
from a full Table to ſuffer eternal Hunger“ Muſt ſhe be 
convey d from the Play -· Houſe into a Place of Torments ? 
Can't we be happy in the next World, unleſs we lie 
continually ſtrecht on Racks and Tortures in this? 

Euſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall be heard, 
if you pleaſe, upon this Point. Me be to the Rich, 
to thoſe that feaſt, to Thoſe that laugh. You have 
Madam, a plentiful Eftate, you regale your Appetite, 
you laugh ſometimes at your Neighbour's Vertues, and 
as often at- the Expence of his Reputation: Do not 
therefore our Saviour's Maledictions concern your Lady- 
ſhip 2 And will he receive you in the next World with 
an Euge, who ſtrikes you with a tripple Ve in this? 

Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge an Argument, 
and play the declaiming Pedant : Is it a Sin to viſit the 
Play-Houſe, ro dance at a Ball, to have a comfortable 
4 well furniſh'd Table, and upon Occaſion to 

mile ? n * 

Euſeb. I anſwer firſt, though theſe Actions taken in 
Retail are not criminal, yet taken in a Lump they can't 
be innocent. For is it lawful, do you think, to conſe- 
crare all the Moments of your Life ro Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
ro careſs Paſſion, and court Senſuality, to make Satis- 
faction the Principle and End of all your Defires and 
Endeavours, and not to give Verrue the very Place of an 
Acceſſory > What mean thoſe Preceprs of Self-Denial, of 
ſuffering, of mortifying the Sallies of the Fleſh ? Do they 
ſtand for Cyphers in rhe Goſpel, or were they made meerly 
to tranſgreſs ꝰ Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Nature 
with all its Infirmities? Did he ſuffer Hunger, Perſecuti - 
on, Whips and Death to purchaſe us Grace, to be drawn 
from Hide- Parł to the Theatre, from thence ro Balls 
Feaſts > Did we come into rhe World to dance Minuers 
nn ens? to ſing Airs either amorous or uncha» 
1 e 2 0 41 

Secondly, to ſee a Play chat is either innocent or in- 
ſtructive, is no Sin» But then to ſee five hundred Plays, 
that from the Prologue to the Epilogue, are eicher inn 


— 
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with Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or embroide: 
ted with Smut and Ribaldry, is a Sin. Can a Chriſtian 
with a ſafe Conſcience take Pleaſure in hearing the Name 
of.his Redeemer reviled, in ſeeing every part of his cru- 
cified Saviour recrucified in horrid Oaths 2 Does a Spe- 
ator of this ſecond Crucifixion bear him more Reve- 
rence, chan thoſe of bis Firſt * Can you ſee without a 
Crime, Vertue brought every Evening to the Scaffold 
either as a Criminal or a Harlequin to be puniſh'd. or hoo- 
ted at; and Vice tread. the Stage firſt with Pomp, and 
then go off with Reward ? Is it not a Sin to countenance 
one? And who countenances hoſe Scenes of Libertiniſm 
but choſe who pay the Players and applaud the Poet? 
Ul do not {ey it's a Crime preciſely to dance ſometimes 
nt a Bal, to fing an Aire alainode, to enjoy a, fair Eſtate, 
to ſit at a full Table, or to wear a gawdy Mantua, if 
you clear Accounts with Merchants and Taylors. But, 
Madam, theſe Amuſemenrs are waired on by ſo violent, 
2 Temptations, that a Lady ſmitten (to tran- 
rt and dotage with theſe Vanities) will certainly fall 
ingo many get Offences, and by Conſequence draw 
0 


= 
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vn upon. her ſinful Head both the Maledictions and 

Vengeance of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

vi Bas alas f ahe moſt Warchful are fomerimes -. 

gad, are not thoſe in Danger who fleep in the very Camp 

off their Enemies? If thoſe Chriſtians. can ſcarce over- 

— the Aber of Vice, ho conſine themſelves to 
* 


erjremens. and, Solirude; who (check, Apperice, who BY « 
. balk Paflian, and crucifie che; Fleſb ; will thoſe withſtand 
the Attacks of Concupilcence, the Aſſaults of Saran, the 16 


fawning Charms; of the World, who inflame the Blood 
Conc Feeding, who imbolden Paſſion by a criminal 


leſcendence; and.. fooliſhly brave the Force of the 
vil's bende Engines without the Armour of Prayer, WW © 
Hymiliry and, Mortiſration ?? 1 
Lad, Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out ſome Work for 
Ladies; ſet em a Task, and regulate their Employment; 

J. ſuppoſe y —— us at leaſt fur Miles frota Lon- 

Aen, as the, Government. does on Occaſion. Papiſts ; or 
provide us with Wheels and Flax; or confine us to the E 
Dairy to make ;Cheeſe-Cakes and Cuſtards for the Family. 

A Euſeb. No, Madam, , Town-Air is proper for your 

k Complexion. 1 am not for Removal into the Campaign, 


nor 


= 
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in nor for gracing your Ladyſhip with the Title of Spinſtreſs; 3 


de (cho perchance the Law does) I am of no levelling Prin- 
u- ciples ; Quality has Prerogatives, and I would have you 
e- maintain em: But then if you are a Lady, you are allo 


e- a Chriſtian, and muſt make good the Character, id eft, 
a you muſt love thoſe very things you hate, and hate thoſe 
Id you dote on: Eaſe is your Darling, and Pleaſure your 
Favourite Inclination ; you muſt withdraw your Affection 
1d from the one, and proſecute the other with Averſion; 
ce you pamper your Body to Exceſs, and careſs it almoſt 
m ro Idolatry ; you mult treat it like an Enemy; you muſt 
cut off all ſuperfluous Sollicitude, and ſtint it to what is 
meerly neceſſary ;' your Equipage and Furniture muſt 
anſwer your Rank, not your Vanity; and you muſt 
meaſure em alſo by your Husband's Eſtate, as well as by 
his Quality; you muſt educate your Children in the 
Fear of God, and give em Breeding ſuitable to their 
ExtraQion. 2 Zet 280 206 
Her Ladyſhip flew out into a Paſſion ; and had nor 
wW * Eleutherius returned in the Nick of time, Euſebius 
ad might have found by Experience, that good Counſel 
| is - ofrentimes ill received: Bur Eleutherius's Preſence 
i- © conjured the Tempeſt. He begged Euſebiuss Pardon 
np « for having diſappointed him, and told him ingenuouſly, 
r- he came from beating the Drum, to invite two Volun- 
ro teers to continue the Combat, that they refuſed to enter 
10 into Service, ſ , 100 
nd Pray, Sir, replied Euſebius, let the Controverſie 
he fſleep; I have delivered my Opinion, if ir jars with 

od vours, I cannot help it; you are your own Maſter. | 
ial a © Afrer ſome indifferent Diſcourle, Euſebius returned tl 


he * home and the next Day gave a Viſit to Neander, and 

er, ! proſecuted his former Diſcourſe thus. "5 » 

or PR” L "ET RY | r 

1 DIALOGUE Vi ; 

be Euſebius in//ru@s Neander in the Duties that regard 
ly. | our Neighbour. | "i 
ur . e 
zn, Uſeb.. I toucht briefly at our laſt Meeting the Branch 9 


ſumm 


. 


07 of "Chriſtian Duty that relares ro God. T'll now 
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ſumm bp the moſt eſſential Parts of your Obligation to; 


” 
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of 4 I. 1 
Tove your Neighbour, as your ſelf, ſays the Text; and 
onr bleſſed Redeemer aſſures us, that Love, Concord 
and Union are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Qualities of 2 
Chriſtian, - The iirive Believers ſet ſuch a Value 
pn this darling Vertue of God made Man, that one 
Heart ſeem d to animare all their Bodies, and one Soul 
to govern all their Actions: ſo that the very Heathens, 
who hated their Religion, admired their Charity, and 
were forc d to confels, that nothing but 'a Divine Hand 
could ſtrike that Heavenly Concord from ſuch a Diſ- 
cord of Humour, Inclinations and Intereſts. FI 
And left Self-Love might reſtrain the Word Proximu:s, 
as the Fews confine it, to Country- men, Friends and Re- 
latiops, our Saviour has been pleas d to extend it to all 
Mankind ; ſo that without Diſtinction, without Limita · 
tion, it takes in the whole Species. Whoſoever bears 
the Impreſs of Ged on his Forehead, though he carry 
that of rhe Beaſt on his Heart, is ſtill our Neighbour. No B 
Diſtance of Place can cut off the Aſſinity, no lengrh of 0 
Time can wear out the Obligation. 

Nor muſt this Divine Vertue only play on our Tongue, tl © 
or evaporate into genreel Diſcourſes, or ſmooth Compli- 
ments wrapt up in Termę of Courtſhip ; no, it muſt no: Wl 2? 
end in Grimace or Ceremony, but ſtand the Teſt of N 
Action; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs roo too often veil | 
traiterous Deſigns, and ſugar d Words poiſonous In- h 
tentions: Nor is it a new Treachery to preſent the n 
Olive of Peace with one Hand, and the Stiletto with WF 
the orher. | =p 

Chriſtian Chariry taken in its full Latirude, implies 
Precepts both negative and poſitive ; by thoſe you are e. 
moſt ſeverely forbid ro contrive any Miſchief againſt your 
Neighbour ; by theſe you are commanded to be as uſe- 
ful ro him as your Circumſtances permit, and his Ne- 
ceſſities require. 15 | 4 
Hence you muſt nor invade your Neighbour's Honour, 

nor make any Attempt upon his Reputation: A good 


* 
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ame is no contemprible Treaſure ; the Wiſe Mas pri- 
es it above an Eſtate; it ſets off Birth, and gives an 
Hir even to Poverty; it ſhines brighter than Wealth, and 
ſparkles more than all the Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune ; 
it ſupports Grandeur, and ſweetens Misfortune. A Bank- 
rupt that has loſt his Coin, if he has nor ſorfeited his 


K Honour, has a Reſource at Command. Though his 
ail . 
Fortune be fallen, he has 2 Fund ro rebuild it on! But a 
Ma Man without Honour is dead to all the Offices of Soci- 
er and Commerce; now when his moral Capacity lies 

4 in the Grave, his phyſical one. alone creates Miſery and 
àcontempt to himſelf 3 ſporr for ſome, and Pity for others. 
i} God has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every Individual, 


chat it's not at our Diſpoſal ; we can neither make over 
his Property by Deed of Giſt, Bill of Sale, or 
it ar Pleaſure. Much leſs can any other Man lay any 
claim to it. Vou may commence a Sute of Law againſt 
me, If you think I am your Debror ; bur jou can't pur 
in a Bill againſt my Honour. If I have wrong d you, 
ſue for Satisfaction; ſtrain my Goods, bur aſſail not my 
good Name, * boy. 2120 

Yer, Good God! with what Freedom, with what 
Boldneſs do we attack our Neighbour's Reputation? 
One would think Fame, like bona: adeſpotas, Goods with- 
out Owner, belonged to the firſt Invader, 
1. Detraction is univerſally the Diſcourſe 4 la made, not 
only among the Frie, but alſo among the Nobility. 
o Our Converfations are begun and carried on at our 
- Neighbour's Expence, and. ſo we laugh and riot ar 
free coſt ; we drag out his moſt ſecrer Failings to 
* the Bar, nay, and hall em to Execution without Autho- 
th rity, without Warrant, yes, with a greater Crime. 

Suppoſe his Crimes are real; what then? Who made 

us Judges? Who commiſſioned us ro 2 Delinquent 


e * Effgie 2 To proclaim on the Houſe Tops what he 
committed in his Cloſer ? Though he has loſt his Honour 
ur in che Sight of God, he ſtands fair in the Eſteem of Men, 
G and has Right to continue fo, till his Crimes berray 


themſelves, and expoſe his Iniquity to the Publick 2: If 
he has done ill, God will call him to a ſevere Account, 
but we muſt not intermeddle, It's our Duty to pity a 


Sinner, and to pray for him, but not to upbraid him. 
b ö b . I 94 | I 
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Io only jeſted, (ſays one.) But why muſt I pay fot your 


Diverſion ? Though you-publiſh my Faults in Jeſt, you 
ſtab my Reputation in Earneſt. But beſides, by this ve- 
ry Excule you acknowledge your ſelf a Fool, to prove 
your- Innocence: For to Jeſt and to play the Fool are in 
Practice Synonymous, © ws | 

le is my Enemy, ( ſays another.) Did you inform 
the Company of this circumſtance, you mighr perchance 
detract more, and fin leſs; for who believes an Enemy? 


On ſuch an Occaſion all goes for Satyr and Invective. 
When the Heart is our of Tune, the Tongue never 


goes right ; but you wher and oyl your Darts, tliat they 
may-pierce deeper. Yor! command me ro conceal your 
Paſſion, and then detect my Life ro ſhew me for a Mon- 
ſter ; and thus you call in Artifice to ſecond Malice, 


$3. 


and miſuſe your Wit, to ruine an Innocent, and to en- 


hance your Guilt. 


But why am I your Enemy? Becauſe I would nor re- 


ſolve to be your Dupe. You ſet Traps to Enſhafe»me ; 
I diſcovered” the Ambuſcade, and had Wit to avoid it: 
And thus you take the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, 
becanle you wanted Power to affront my Perſon. 


_. © Yer, though I am your Enemy, you are not, I ſup- 
poſe, an Infidel. If I have failed in my Duty, muſt 


you berray yours for Company ? You are a Chriſtian, 


and muſt therefore either forget or forgive. My Impiety 


cannot warrant yours. Revenge is cauſa major, and only 
belongs ro rhe Court of the moſt High. Ar his Bar alone 
we muſt plead our Cauſe, and from his upright Judg- 
ment we muſt expect redreſs. _ . 

Ah, Dear Neander! let us turn our Eyes homeward, and 
examine our own Conduct; we may perchance find there 
Matter for Satyr, and Work for Repentance. Here we 
may blame without Detraction, and condemn without 


Sin. But it's both mean and unchriſtian, (like Flies) to 


hover about our Neighbour's Sores. Put a Centinel 
over your Tongue; it's a ſlippery Member; Nature has 
framed ir for Motion, and Malice has fitred it for any 
Miſchief; a Child can fer it a running, but all the force 
of Reaſon, all rhe checks of Conſcience are not able to 
ſtop it in its Career. #1 : 

Bur above all things be cautious and tender of Ladies 
Reputations: A Woman's Honour, like her Sex, is ſoft 

| com- 


* 
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complexion d; the very Breath ſullies irs Luſtre, and a 
Touch daſhes it in Pieces. Wounds made by the reh 
(like che biting of Crocodiles) are above the healing Vir- 
tus of Balſam, and the Skill of Surgery. Quod dent ibus 
laceravit, nunquam ſanatur, An indiſcreet Word bolted: 
out at random, without Deſign, without Malice, often- 


times ſtabs the Fame of Le female Ser, and 57 


— 
1 


Wound is mortal. 1 | 144 + 
My Blood has often curdled in my Vei , when I 
heard Gentlemen magniſie their infamous Conquetts, . 
and taiſe ctuel Trophies on the Ruins of Women's Ho- 
nour? I had not Patience to heat the Bravades, nor Pow-- 
er to linder em. What will Weſe People bluſh at, 
(chought I) who proclaim their Intamy, and promulge 
their Shame ? Certainly they muſt think it a fine thing 
to be a Monſter, why elſe do they triumph in Lewdneſs, - 
and ſport, with Debauchery ? | 11875 | 
Theſe mighty Victories are either real or pretended ; 
if real, can Fanſie frame any thing more diſingenuous, 
more diabolical, than firſt ro wheedle a Lady our of her 
Innocence, and then to proſtitute her Honour to the wan- 
wn Caprige of a Club of Reprobates, who will not fail 
to diſcoyer ber Shame at the next Rendezvous, and to 
multiphy their own crimes by lampooning hers? Here is 
a Brace of Sins, both imell ſtrong of Malice, both fore. 
bode Damnation. nde 
If pretended only, the Crime is yet of a deeper Die; 
tis of a more formidable Aſpect, of a more gygantick 
Size: Here is Innocence at the Block, and Guilt commits 
the Murder. * 1 
I. know. in the next World God will call to a moſt 
ſevere Account theſe Chriſtian Canibuls that welter in 
Blood, and (like famiſn d Wolves) worry their own Spe- 
cies, 77 I would have the Wiſdom of the Nation make 
ſome roles againk fuck, beveal 8 At- 
tempts. Why ſhall a High-way man hang for taking 
my. Purſe, and a Rake go unpuniſh'd, who. invades 3 
Honour? Why ſhall a Rape upon a Woman's Body be 
revenged with. a Halter, and Violence upon her Fame 
be rewarded with Applauſe ? If the Faults be greater, 
why are not the Puniſhments ar leaſt equal > Why is 
there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue as well as on the 
Hands ? Is it becauſe it's * capable of Diſcipline ? 


What, 
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What, muſt che greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea fot 
Impynity ? Becauſe this pry petulant Member commits 
more difmal Crimes than our whole Body, muſt it en- 
joy a more uncontroll'd Liberty? I would have theſe 
Beaſts of I fore d out of Sava and Cruelxy by 
Faw and Diſcipline; they ſhould be clapr in the Pound, 
os cooled with a hot Iron: or at leaſt we ſhould keep 
in Pay a Brigade of Hunters to ferret our Defamators, 
and to clear the Nation 6f this noxious Vermine, as 
once we did of Wolves: But 1 fear the Diſtemper is 
paſt Cure; thoſe who are infected carry the Contagion 
to the Grave. Not one in a thouſand repents. 
Neand. Why {6 2 Is Detraction one of thoſe Sins that 
are neither pardoned in this Life nor the other? True 
Sorrow is a Catholicon, an univerſal Salve for all the 
Wounds of Conſeience., ' e 
Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind of Omni- 
rence ; it difarms divine Juſtice, and turns God into 
„ bur then ir muſt be true, real, ſincere. Now, 
do ye think, 'thefe Men of Honour (as they are pleas d 
to ſtile themlelves) will ever reſolve to repair a ruin d 
Repuration at the Expence of their own ? Will they fer 
a disjoynted Fame at their own Charge? No, no! 
Neand. Can't I reinſtate a Man in the juſt Poſſeſſion of 
his Honour, withour forfeiring-my own * Expreſs your 
Mind clearer, I conceive not what you would be ar. 
EE Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, and there- 
fore by the Laws of God and Nature the Offender lies 
under an indiſpenſible Obligation of Ay che 
Z 


injur d Perſon. Non remittitur peccatum, donec reſſi 


tus 
eur ablatum. Now the Detracter rifles his Neighbour's 
Honour, he blaſts his Reputation, he muſt therefore make 
ood the Loſs; and as the Tongue is guilty of the Theft, 
15 ir muſt make Satisfaction. For the Wounds of Honour 
ate only heal'd by the Inſtrument that made em. The 
Criminal muſt acknowledge his Fault, he muſt confeſs 
that Paſſion run away with his Reaſon; that Malice car- 
ried him beyond his Duty, and Truth alſo; that what 
he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, was hatch d in his 
_ own Brain, or taken upon Credit; and if a bare Aſſeve- 
ration will not do the Work, he muſt back his Confeſſion 
with an Oath. 2H | 


Neand, 
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Neand. This is ſevere : What, muſt a Gentleman give 
himſelf the Lye? Fleſh and Blood cannot pradtiſe ſuch 
tigorous Morals ; the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe 
and if your Caſuiſtry be orthodox, it's eaſier for a Cam 
to paſs through the Eye of a Needle, than for a Detractor 
to enter into Heaven. MT x. 

Euſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaſt Siti is a grea- 
ter Evil, than the greateſt Infamy; and I hold it much 
more eaſie to bluſh for an Aſperſion, than to burn for 
it eternally. 
Neand. Don't Men charge up to the Cannon's Mouth 
to gain Honour, and leave their Bodies in the Breach to 
be carried off with Applauſe? Nay, do they not often- 
times march up to the Our-works of Hell, to maintain 
their purchaſed Reputation ? Can you therefore think 
that thoſe Bravoes, who tremble mote at the Shadow of 
a Diſgrace, than at all the Terrors of Damnation, will 
buy Pardon ar the Expence of their Honour ? 

Enſeb, The Queſtion (Dear Neander) is not what Men 


| do, nor what Men will do, but what they ſhould do. 


Were Practice the Standard of Duty, we might reform 
the Goſpel, as well as the Kalendar; we might turn 
thoſe Woes God has pronounced againft Injuſtice, Drunk- 
enneſs and Whoredom, upon j uſtice, Sobriery and Cha- 
ſtity: For it's certain theſe Verrnes ate inviſible in Pra- 
dice, and thoſe Vices are too too faſhionable. But, 
Neander, though Cuſtom and Practice may enhance Guily 
they cannot leſſen ir. | | 
Men ate fond of Honout ro Madneſs and Frenzy. It's 
a noli me tangere; the leaſt Attempt upon this darling 
Folly is often revenged with Murder. But then, me- 
thinks, the Inclination we have to conſerve our own 
Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tenderneſs for that of our 
Neighbour. For have we nor Reaſon to ſuppoſe, he is 
no leſs acquainted with the Value of this ineſtimable 
Treafure, than our ſelves, and that he would be as un- 
willing to expoſe it to the Mercy of perulant Tongues 3 
Perchance, Neander, I rate it ro the heighth of its 
Worth, yer I give God's Favour the Preference : One 
Grain of his Divine Grace out- weighs a. Tun of a Hector's 
Reputatioi. In a Word, I would live an Age under 
the Stroaks of the moſt piequant Diſgrace, I would ſheath 
in my Breaſt all the Darts Malice, Envy and 2 
2 either 
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either to die Innocent, or Repentant; for all theſe Miſc: 
ries are fleeting and tranſitory; but the Reward of Vertue, 
and the Puniſhment of Vice are both eternal. If there- 
fore your Men of Honour will rather ſtand by their 
Crimes, than recant, I would have em train d up in the 
Diſcipline of Bedlam; A Switch is the beſt Remedy a- 
gainft. Madneſs) or nun e ol LG 

|. Belides, why is an humble Confeſſion a degrading Sa. 
tisfaction? Ihe Name of a Chriſtian is glorious ; how 


+ then can the Duty he under Reproach ? If the Profeſſion 
be honourable, the Practice of it cannot be ſhameful. 


Why then do we tremble at, Shadows, and run from 
Monſters that take their Deformity from Imagination? 


I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour's good Name; 


why ſhould-I be aſhamed to heal it ? Sin ſhould be wai- 
ted on by Infamy, as it is by Remorſe; and Repentance 


mould be accompanied by Glory; but by à ſtrange 


Legerdemain the Devil has turn'd the Tables, and tack d 
Shame to this, and Impudęnce to that: But however, 
Repentance is an honeſt Act; its worthy of a Man, and 
the indiſpenſible Duty of a Chriſtian; why then ſhould 
it fear a Witneſs? The Difference between good and ill 
Men lies not in the Eſteem. of Vertue, bur in the Pra. 
ctice; for both equally value it. But the firſt only poſſeſs 
it, becauſe the others will not go to the Charge of pro- 
curing it. ai has. 
Neand. Pray is not Fear a clowniſh Vice; a female 
Weakneſs? Does it not fir ungenteelly on Quality Now 


what can bring a Gentleman to the Bar, and clap bim 


on his Knees, with a Pray forgive me in his Mouth, but 
this mean Paſſion??ꝛk "Fab ST 
_ 1; Euſeb. Lou are, miſtaken 3. Cowardice and Fear are 
neither Synonymous. in Philoſophy, nor 12 : Thar 
is always a Vice, this is often a Vertrue. When Prudence 
commands Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly : Its 
Cowardice to deſpond and fink, under a Danger, that 
Valour can ſubdue ;. but its Raſhneſs ro engage with 
one above the Strength of humane Force. Has then a 
Gentleman leſs Courage, becauſe he trembles at the im- 


partial Juſtice of an enraged Deity ? Becauſe, he dares 


not wraſtle with the Omnipotent, or ſtand the ſhock of 
his Fury ? Becauſe he'll rather repent than die in Obſti- 
nacy, and rather return to his Duty, than ſuffer . 
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ly for tranſgreſſing ir? Neander, let not the wild Notions 
of our pretended Gentlemen be your Guides; their Prin- 
ciples are as corrupt as their Practice, and their Reaſon 


is as bad as their Conſcience. | 
Neand. Are you not a Member of the Port-Royal 


Club. 
Euſeb. Why do you ask this Queſtion ? 
| Neand. I am told they are mighty Patrons de la morale 
ſevere; they preach up Rigour to ſuch an exorbitant 
Height, chat one would think God's great Prerogative, 
Mercy, was either wore out, or extinct. Your Morals 
have a Flavour of Rigoriſm ; they are ſowr, moroſe, ill- 
natur d, and call for a Dram of Chariry,. For look ye, 
Sir, Detraction (as the World goes) is no Phantaſm, it's 
a very real thing, and keeps good Company : Thisalone, 
rs Life into Converſation ; it quickens Diſcourſe ; 
without it Mirth would Tanguiſh, and good Humour 
k'q ſleep. © I have ſeen your Seventh form Wits, as mute, 
box (as if their Mouths were pad-lock'd) when any ſerious 
na and innocent Subject came in their Way; but when 
their Neighbour's Conduct was brought before 'em, their 
n 7 ongues run before their Conſcience ; they would take 
2. bis Life in Pieces, they would rip up his Breaſt, diſſect 
roſs bis Thoughts, and then draw demonſtrations from meer 
Conjectures; they would hand his Reputation about 
the Table, till it fell to the Ground, and Blow over it, 
A's till it ſmell as rank as the Breath that cauſed the Stench, 
ow 2nd diſgorged the Infection. Notwithſtanding theſe Peo- 
im ple hoped to be ſaved, without ſtooping to the Satisfacti- 
but on you ſpeak of. In ſhort, every Man endeavours by 
Detraction and Outrage ro undermine his Brother's 
ate Fame, and no Man ſo much as thinks of repairing it. 
bat Nay, I never heard the Clergy recommend it to dying 
ce Perfons as a Duty; bur either as an Act of Decency, 
or of Edification. Can I ſuppoſe, you are better infor- 
bar med of a ſtrict Obligation than rhe Miniſtry ? or better 
; vers d in Caſuiſtry than Divines ? Euſebius, let us damn 
no Body. | | 
"i Euſcb. 1 remember when ſtigmatized Villains with 
* Narratives and Diſcoveries libelled honeſt Patriots into 
Newgate, and cut off their Honours and Lives with Fears 
and ſealouſies; when they ſowed the Innocent in Bear- 
al- ins, and then ſer all * of the Faction ne | 
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their Ears; when they profaned Bailies with Perjuries, 
and butchered their Fellow - Subject's Fame at the Bar, to 
uarter their Bodies at Tyburn. Theſe Knights of the 
Poſt flung nor up, I ſuppoſe, their Pretenſions to Heaven: 
Tho' I have nor ſeen any Recantation ; yer I am ſure, 
unleſs God nulls all the Laws of Nature, and calls in the 
Goſpel, or iſſues out under his great Seal an Amneſty, 
bo fall ſnort of their Expectation. + - 
| confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is Epidemi- 
cal; the uſe of Speech has fo ſwerved trom irs Original 
Inſtitution, that it's become an Incumbrance and a Snare 
ro Mankind, I look upon the Faculty rather as a Penal: 
than a Prerogative; and were we diveſted of it, thoug 
we ſhould be unfit for Converſation, we might hope to 
be more innocent- Now, whether our Calumniators 
hope to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. I am apt to believe 
their Religion and Conſcience are of a Piece, and that 
they confine their Fears, Hopes and Defires within the 
campals of this World: For certainly, the Dread of 
eternal Fire _ cool their Paſſions, and check their 
Malice. Were they perſwaded of another World, would 
they nor fall with more ſcru ple, and riſe with more 
Vigour ? Bur if they hope for Salvation without Satisfa» 
ction, they build on a deceirful Bottom. 

Neander, Once more let me adviſe you to be tender 
of your Neighbour's Honour, Give Ear to the Voice of 
Nature, that commands you to do as you would be done 
by : You can't chuſe bur hear this juſt, this equitable 
Admonition, unleſs we ſtop our Ears, and caſt Reaſon 
into a mortal Lethargy ; nay we muſt approve the Coun- 
ſel, ſo that we can neither plead Ignorance nor Impotence, 
And certainly a ſick Man deſerves rather Laughter than 
Pity, that will rather ſtruggle with a Diſeaſe, and groan 
ins the . Pangs of a burning Fever, than apply a Re- 


- 


y. 
et after all, I grant a disjointed Reputation is not 
eaſily ſer; and therefore I beſeech you, to avpid a Miſ- 
chief, that draws after it ſuch a diſmal Conſequence: 
If other Men have a mind to be eternally miſerable, let 
em have that Satisfaction; but be not ſo ill adviſed, 
$ to wait on em. Should a Man put Fire to his Houſe, 
ot leap into a boyling Caldron, the Frolick would ſcarce 
50 round. Yer certainly, coſe that break in upon - 


nother 
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nother Man's good Name, and never reſolve to repair 
the Injury, hazzard a thing more precious than a Houſe 
or Lite- Why therefore ſhall we refuſe ro comply in one 
Caſe, and not in the other ? | 
I have made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, and laid 
before you a faint Proſpect of irs dangerous Conſequen- 
ces: Bur it avails not the Patient ro know the Nature 
of his Diſtemper, unleſs he be told the Remedy. I will 
therefore preſcribe a Recipe. Certainly the Phyſician's 
Method is — — to Dileaſes of the Soul, no leſs than 
to thoſe of the Body. We muſt ſtrike at rhe Cauſe, be. 
fore we can hope to maſter the Effect. Now if we trace 
Detraction up to its Origin, we ſhall find it ſpring from 
Pride and Envy : For it's a kind of Apoſteme thar lies ar 
the Heart, and breaks our at the Mouth, 
Though all Sins have a Flavour of Pride, yer Detra- 
ction has a greater Doſe of this bad Humour than ordi. 
It's the chief Ingredient of this outragious Crime; 
ir diſcompoſes the Stomach, and then immediately gives 
the Heart. burning; and then the Tongue, which is its 
Index, falls into Diſorders. A Man ſmitten, like young 
Narciſſus, with his own Excellencies, looks down 
from the Pinacle of his ſoaring Conceit on other Mortals 
as Vaſſals ; he fanſies Praiſe is an Inheritance entailed on 
his Merit; that either ro reſpect or honour another, is 
to invade his Property, and to ſer againſt him an uſur- 
ping Competiror. Hence he runs in Queſt of a Foil, to 
make his own Perfections appear more gawdy , and 
ſparkle with more Eclat. Now what can give a more 
charming Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than his Rival's 
Folly ? Hence he rallies up in a Body all the Auxiliary 
Forces of Anger and Revenge ; he takes the Field, and 
maraudes upon his Fame; he diſſects the poor Creatures 
Actions, and expoſes the whole Anatomy of his pri- 
vate Tranſgreſſions to the View and Cenſure of the pub. 
lick. For he wiſely fanſies, that the Fabrick of his Va- 
nity will ſtand unmoveable on the Ruins of a Rival's Re- 
putation. Did the Breaſts of the proud and haughry-mind- 
ed Men lie open to Sight; could we rifle all the abſtruſe 
and dark Receſſes of their Hearts, what Sallies of Joy 
ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent Overſights of a 
Competitor? And then, whoever crows within at the 


Misfortune, will Tm FW firſt Occaſion : For 
a 


ay. 
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Joy, like grief is à ſtifling Humour, unleſs it throws off 
the reſſion. | en re 
If therefore you deſire to ſpeak ill of no Body, think 
not too well of your ſelf; ſet not too exorbitant a Price 
upon your Merits; remember you are no Phoenix, the 
only individual of your Species; thoſe Qualities ycu 
ſſeſs are meer Gratuities, the Effects of God's Libera. 
ly, * your Deſerts; you had no right to be, much 
lels to be great, beautiful or rich. Is it not Madneſs 
therefore for you who can lay Claim to nothing. to en- 
groſs all the Gifts of Nature and Fortune? Think nor, 
God has exhauſted his Treaſury on you alone; he ſcat- 
ters his Favours where he pleaſes; and if he provides 
more plentifully for your Neighbour than for you, why 
do you complain? Muſt you be evil becauſe God is 
good ? Muſt you caſt a malieious Glance on another, be- 
cauſe he has received ſome Marks of his great Makers 
Kindneſs.? Diſcompoſe not your Thoughts for other 
Peoples Adyantages, but enjoy your own with Thankful. 
neſs. Fix juſt Bounds to your Deſires, as well as to your 
Undertakings, otherways you'll rear up imaginary 
Caſtles of Greatneſs, to create to your ſelf a real Tor- 
JENT, 2 1 2! HN | 
Burt if you will contend for an honourable Poſt, ma- 
nage the Conteſt fairly; puſh on your Pretenſions with 
Vertue and Generofity. Let Merit bear away the Prize, 
not Outrage, and if your Rival carry off the Advantage, 
rather applaud the Conqueſt, than revile him. By leſ- 
Aening his Parts or Conduct you burleſque your own; but 
then if yqu complain, and curſe in a Corner, you only 
betray your Imporence, IIl- Nature and Impiety; In fine, 
look at your Failings and his through the ſame Glaſs, 
and you ll. ſee an humbling Spectacle ; you'll behold ſo 
many Objects worthy of Blame, that you'll have no great 


Stomach to cenſure others. 
Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. This is an 
ill- natur d Vice, it loves ill for ill's ſake, and takes Plea- 
ſure in Torment; it's a kind of Turn-ley by Birth, and an 
1 by Profeſſion; it feeds on Stench, and ſucks 
Kata- bane from Balms, and Infection from Perfumes; it 
neyer does a good Turn, but when it deſigns an ill one; 
and ſeldem takes things by the right Handle; Miſcbief 
makes pp its Ewployment, Plagues and raw are is 
2 28 R Divernon, 
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down a Precipice, 
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Diverſion, its Smiles are like blazing Comets, which ei- 
ther hatch Treaſon, or portend it. What Wonder, if a 
Man poſſeſs d by this Fiend plays the Devil, who is Sur- 
named Accuſator Fratrum ! | 5 Wo 

Bur though any Miſchief lies within the Reach of an 
envious Man's Wiſh, many are removed out of the Verge 


of his Power: Some move too high to be ſhor at, others 


too low; but neither Place nor Station is a ſufficient 
Fence againſt the Tongue. A Dwarf may engage with 
a Gyant at this Weapon, or a Clown with a Lord. And 
for this Reaſon, when the envious Man can't come at his 
Antagoniſt's Perſon, he ſets upon his good Name, and falls 
foul upon his Honour; and when by the help of keen 
Satyr and falle Glaſſes, he has bear down the Ourworks 
that fenc'd his Fortune from Inſult and Ruin, he draws 
his Cannon nearer, and raiſes Batteries againſt his Gran- 
deur and Eſtate that ſupport it: For he knows that the 
beſt built Fortune can't be ſtable, when Reputation (that 
propt it) is removed. Thus we ſee Socrates kept bis 
Ground, and even triumphed over the Calumnies of his 
Accuſers, whilſt his Reputation interpoſed. But when a 
buffooning Comedian droll'd him into Contempt, he 
appear d no leſs guilty before the Judges, than deſpicable 
on the Stage. So that in Concluſion Envy found him 
guilry; and the Senate pronounced the Sentence. | 

Methinks it's ſuperfluous to diſſwade a Man from this 
Vice. Intereſt is more powerful than Reaſon. We dote 
on Pleaſure, and run from Pain by the Inſtinct of Nature. 
Who will not rather chuſe a Priſon with Satisfaction, 
than a Palace with Torment? But an envious Man, in- 
ſtead of following the Current of Nature, bears up a- 
gainſt it. He labours for Labour's ſake, and drudges for 
the meer Expectation of Miſery, He leads the Life of 
Cain, haunted with the Spectres of his own Crimes from 
within, and with a thouſand Jealouſies from abroad; o- 
ther Peoples Happineſs creates his Torments; their Pro- 


ſperity gnaws his Entrails, and his Impotence, to over- 


caft the Sun · ſnine of their good Fortune, claps him on the 
Wheel. Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, 
and court Diſquier, muſt not be caſt in the ſame Mould, 


that other Mortals are: And therefore I ſhould think ir 


as eaſie to diſſwade People from Envy, as from vaulting 
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But beſides, a Man that envies others, is always paid 
in the ſame Ooin; his Honour will be as roughly handled , 
when one conteſts with Multitudes, he ſtands on the low. 
er Ground, and fights at a Diſadvantage. This is the 
envious Man's Caſe. For he can't but know the diſinge. 
nuous Deſcants on other's Actions will reach the Ears of 
the Offended Perſons. Defaming Reports have a mira. 
culous Sympathy with thoſe that Diſtance of Place is not 
able ro the Echo ; rhey rebound from Tongue to 
Tongue, are roſſed from Hand to Hand, till they come 
do the Knowledge of the Injurd ; and generally (like 
Snow-Balls) they encreaſe in the Journey. What a gra- 
ting Noiſe then will they make in the Ears of rhe defa. 
med Perſon? Will not he think of Repriſals > Will he 
not treat your Honour with as little Regard as you have 
his? And God ſend ſuch an eaſie Satisfaction may aſ- 
{wage his Reſentment. When Men ſit Judges in their 
own Cauſe; they make the Bills of Loſſes and Damages 
rile high; who knows but they may demand Blood, and 
— 5 your Life to the Manes of their murder d Repu- 
r 050017 0 

In fine, Neander, remember you muſt die. When 
Death hath ſealed your Eyes, you'll find all the Darrs of 
the Tongue ſnot at your Neighborir, ſtick in your own 
Soul; you'll-feel the Smart, but will find no Lenitive, no 
Cure: Why chen ſhall we run headlong into thoſe Crimes 
we muſt either deplore here, or burn for hereafter ? Let 
us look before us, and not like Beaſts follow the meer 
impreſſions of Paſſion, . Let us ſhow we are Men, not by 
our Vices, bur by our Vertues. To have Reaſon, and 
to act againſt ir, is to debaſe our Species. LS 


| +abax $4 al | 
As God has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, ſo he has 
been careful to guard his Poſſeſſions againſt all the At- 
tempts of Avarice and Injuſtice. Non furaberis, ſays he, 
in the Decalogue, Thou ſhalt not ſteal ; and then he threa- 
tens the Criminal with the Sentence of his high Diſplea- 
ſure, unleſs he cancels the Tranſgreflion wich a fincere 
Repentance. I apprehend, Neander, ſame Gentlemen 
Miſtake this Command: They fanſie it reaches only Pads, 
Out- purſes or Highway- men: But this is a Miſtake; it 
takes in all who act againſt the Laws of Juſtiee; 1 
79 | $ 
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this Reaſon I fear, that many who hang ar Tyburn, are 
often leſs Criminal, than ſome of thoſe who ſtand Specta- 
rors of the Tragedy, or perchance who ſat on the Bench. 
For in all Kingdoms, Laws are (as Solon ſaid) like Cob- 
webs, that hamper ſmall Flies, whilſt the greater break 
thorough em. Poor People bear the Punifhment of In- 
:uſtice, and great ones carry off in Triumph both Plea- 
ure and Profit. Theſe are too big for Execution, though 
not for Guilt, They can ſue for an indigent Neighbour's 
Field, becauſe ir lies conveniently, and perſwade the 
Judges they have more Right, becauſe they have more 
Money and Credir. The Luſtre of Gold often dazles 
Lawyers out of Conſcience, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of 
Lordſhips. Right ebbs and flows by the ſecret inſtu- 
ence of Guineas, For let me tell you, Neander, the Ju- 
wn a Cauſe ſprours up, and thrives miraculouſly un- 
der a fee. 

But though theſe Men carry the Sute in the Eyes of 
the World, they loſe it at God's high Court of Juſtice, 
and their Souls alſo; nor is there any Difference between 
theſe Over-reachers and Cur-purſes ; bur that they are 
ren times more Criminal. Among the Lacedemonians 2 


as 
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9 clear Theft paſs d for a Vertue. Are not ſome Chriſtians 
n of the ſame Perſwaſion ? Bur for all that, though a Spar- 
no My Jury might poſſibly find em not guiley, they'll find no 
e: ſuch Indulgence in the Vale of Feboſhaphat. f 
Fa I never yet underſtood, how Sollicitations, and Re- 
er commendations of Cauſes to the Judges, how double and 
by triple Fees could be well reconciled with this Law, Thot 
ad /-4/ not ſteal : For either you doubt of the Integrity of 
| the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, you caſt n Scan- 
dal on the Face of the Government; you arraign either 
the Capacity or the Integrity of the Prince; 5. e. you 
12s Wl ſuſpect he wants Judgment in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 


ar. WW or has advanced on purpoſe thoſe who would betray the 
be Property of the Subject. Now ſuch an Inmuends is diſre- 
ea. ſpectful, raſh and highly unchriſtian. 

* Bur beſides, if really you doubt of the Judges Integri- 
ere . your Conduct is fooliſh, For if a Judge will ſell a 
en favourable Sentence to the Plaintiff, he'll be no leſs kind 
ds, 0 the Defendant, if he out- bids him. A Man then ſnhould 
be firſt ſure of Succeſs, before he parts with his Money, 
for [| otherwiſe he will be gulled out of his Pretenſions, and 
his y fer his Diſappointment, Again 


2 The Gentlemin Inftrutted. 
Again chis Practice runs quite counter to all the Di: 
ccates of Conſcience and Juſtice. For if Gain and Inte. 


treſt be a Magiſtrate's weak fide, if I know he meaſure 


Righr by. the Weight of Silver, and barters Law for Mo- 
ney, can I pamper his Inclinarion, or feed his corrupt 
Appetite; or ſtrike in with his ſinful Diſtemper? No 
more, certainly, than I can with a ſafe Conſcience puſh 
him down a; Precipice; for'if it be a Sin to permit one, 
* Lean hinder ir, is ic ot: a Sin to perſwade a Crime; 
to buy one 
11 the ſecond; 1. e. If 9 iappoſe your Buſineſs lies 
in the Hands of upright Men, that ſquare their Verdictz 
by the Laws, not by Partiality and Favour, why are you 
ertrnally upon rhe Hoof? Why do you tire them and 
Jour ſelf too with tedious Applications? Why db you 
Arain your Pockets to enrich Pettifoggers and Attornies ? 
This Trouble is ſuperfluous, and the Expence unneedful. 
In TP Wyn the r is either unprofirable or 
” 1 10 7 | 18 1 
ut if you Sl your Cauſe; ler ir fall, at leaſt puſh 
it on no further, with your Credit or Purſe; for all you 
can expect, is to gain a Sute, and loſe your Soul. 
Mean. If I can juggle a Neighbour our of an Eftare by 
Quirks ot Law, and by a genteel Turn of the Hand, 
bubble him out of a conſiderable Sum, may I not put 
him to graze upon the * without aa Obligati 
on to reſtore p wie 
Euſeb,. The: very Queſtion ii 2 Geandats not only to 
Chriſtianity, but to Homane- Nature; you are obliged 
not only to rerurn the Capital, abt to e him for 
all the Loſſes conſequent theteto- 
Neand. Nay, Sit, I am of Four „Opinion; 3 for why 
ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes? Vet once I fell into 
the. Corpney of a Man of Parts, of Character and Re- 
pute in his Oeuntry, who thought otherwiſe of the Mat- 
ter: We dilcours d the Point, yet I could never get him 
over to my Opinion: He heid ſo faſt to Non- reſtitution, 
that there was no moving him. A hearty Repentance, 
(ſaid he}, Ne Reſtitution, makes a ſufficient Atone- 
ment for the Offence. He told: me I was unskilld in Ca- 
ſuiſtry. I confeſs d I. bad read no Caſuiſt but the Bible 
and Nature. 19 253167 901 SY 199 + : mm 
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Euſeb, With Submiſſion to the Gentleman s Character, 


parts and Station; he was either a great Fobl ot a ſuper- 


lative Krave, fit for ws, br or Newgate. = _ nor 0 


Ti T 


La 

Nad, E He had udied in the Inns of Court 

Euſel. I thought ſo. Its a healing» Dochäne 85 1 i 
wounded Conſcience, a palatable and eaſie Remedy, a 
CatMlicon for all the Aches of the Mind, and the Gripes 
of an over-charg'd Stomach; and perchance the Uſe is 
univerſal," otherways once. a0 leaſt i im a Twelvemonth we 
might ſee a Dives transform d into a Lazarus,” a Lord into 
a Lagquey, and a Lady into a Chamber- maid; we might ſee 
thoſe who fir Majeſtically in Coaches with a long Wig; 
and a Snuff Box à la made, ſit behind em. Good God ! 
how many gawdy Birds wonid make as naked a Figure as 
the Daw in the Fable, if their Peacock Plumes were re- 
turn d xo their Owners ? Neander, pray tell that Gentle. 
man IL am neither ſatisſied with his Conſcience nor his 
Skill ; he chat will not reſtore ſtollen Goods, is more cri- 
isl, than be that conceals em; and he that will 
an ill-purcbaſed Eſtate in Spight of Juſtice, will ſeize' on 
the next thar lies in his way ; and then; how can. he:un- 
derſtand Cook and Littleton, who cant read the very 
Alphabet of Nature? A, hearty rann N Re- 
ſtiturion is a Dream. 1 
Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a great Fortune 
on a Bottom of Fraud and Injuſtice ; it's an unſtable 
Foundation, and unable to bear the monſtrous Weighr of 
Crimes, they cruſh in a Moment the beſt built — 
and entomb the Criminal, together with all his Grandeur, 
under the Ruins of his rowering Babel. The Triumphs 
of unjuſt Men are alway, ſhort-lived, God takes Plea- 
ure in ſtrangling em in the very Cradle; they pals like 
Light ning, and leave nothing behind but Smoak and Va- 
pour: their Fall is no leſs amazing than their Riſe; they 
paſs off like Phantaſms, or elſe live in Penury and Con- 
tempt, ov die like Reprobates; they carry the moſt le- 
gible Marks of God's Maledidtion ſtampt on their Fore-- 
beads, and tear almoſt all Men without being pitied by 
any; ſo that Divine Vengeance begins their Torments in 
this World to continue em eternally in the other. 

IIl not follow this crying Vice thro' its Branches, nor 
make an entire Diſſection of all irs Parts; it runs . 

f a 
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all the Veins of Commerce, and almoſt Converſation ; 
its found in Play, as well as. in Contracts, and is no mort 
innocent under one Shape, than under another; you 
may call it Over- reaching, or Out - witting, if you Pleaſe 
bur the change of Names makes no Alteration of the 
Thing : Nature depends not on Fancy or Caprice, they 
are che ſame in Spight of Cuſtom and Diſguiſe, _ 


V 


I muſt no caurion you againſt Lewdnefs, It's a 
noiſome ment to grope in Puddles, and to dig in 
Muck. And therefore I'll only skim the Surface, and let 


the offenſive . lie at the Bortotn, Lou know God 
has: enacted this Law in the Decalogue, Thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery : This harry ee nor only reſtrain 
Ads of Lewdnels, but even Thoughts and Deſires : For 
Impurity in Idea draws after it a real Hell; the Smoak 
that vaniſhes in a Moment, kindles an eternal Fire. 

Neand, I ſuppoſe neithet Gentlemen of the Court, not 
Officers of the Army, come within the Compals of this 
Prohibition. God ſutely and Nature have iſſued out in 
their Favour à Patent of Exemption. CARS 

- Exſeb, Truly, Neander, I never read that either God 
ot Nature ſuch a Deference for the Court and Ar- 
my, or ſo great a Reſpect for Quality. Why, Man, let 
our Courtiers be as great as Mloxander, and out Soldi- 
ers as valiant; there ſits a more Auguſt, and a more 
powerful Maſter above, whoſe: Commands they muſt 
abey, or ſmatt for the Tranſgreſſion. The Sword has 
no Privilege above rhe Plow, nor has Quality any 
Righc above Peaſantry, but to greater Torments: Po- 
tentes potenter tormenta patientur. 

Neand. If it be ſo out Gentlemen and Soldiers are all 
ſtruck with a Lunacy. They ſeem 10 have entred into 
an Aſſociation againſt Divine Authority, and endeavonr 
by Practice to repeal the Srarure ; as if God's Laws could 
ceaſe per deſuetudinem, as well as human. When St- 
Paul bids every Man take #xorem, if he meant à Miſs, 
the Counſel is followed even ro a Scruple ; but if he 
did not, our Conduct is ſcandalous to Impudence, and 
5 s Authority is lighted beyond Contempt and Info- 
ence, FRY * 


Huſel. 
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Euſeb, The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe reaches to 


nde 1 ands End; few are clear of the Infection; Lewd- 
redet is no more a Diverſion ; no, it's become the grand 
o ufneſs, che Employment of Mankind; nay, it's impro- 
ſe, ed to Science alto; Love-Intrigues turn on Method, 
he and are carried on by Demonſtration: So that Attem 

© upon Chaſtiry come off generally with Succeſs. For 


omen in our Age are as ill furr:ſh'd for Reſiſtance, as 
an old Spaniſh Town for a Siege. But then the Dons, 
when forc'd to ſurrender, article for their Honour: This 
they l bring off, though the Town ftay behind in the 
Hands of rhe Conquerors, Bur our female Defendants 
ſtand not upon ſuch Niceties: they deliver up their Mo- 
defty, and go off with Ignommny: Confufion I will not 
ſay; for Bluſhes are our of Faſhion, unleſs when it's a 
Queſtion to practiſe the Chriſtian Vertues of Sobriety, 
Temperance and Chaſtiry, 1 = 
I have more than once taken a Survey of our Gentry 

and I find nine or ten tuin d by this unlucky Vice; to ali 
of Bl Intents and Purpoſes, they have forfeited” their Honour, 
ais mortgaged their Eftares, impaired their Health, their Bo- 
in dies fall under the Weight of Lewdnefs, their Purſes are 
ſcarce able to ſupport it. So that if rheſe Young Sparks 
would take the Pains to caſt up their Accounts, they 
* WH would find their Pleafures have brought them in no o- 
let ther Profit bur Poverty, Diſeaſes, and more than one 
li- WH Cauſe of Repentance. Good God! why muſt Appetite 
re have ſuch a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon? Why muſt 
it Man thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation? Appetite was 
as made to obey, Reaſon to command. To change their 
ny Office is to throw down the Encloſure between Man and 
'0- WW Beaſt. Is it not a Madneſs to ſell this Prerogative for a 

perry Satisfaction; that like the Book of rhe Apocalypſes 
all leave a fweer Flavour in the Mouth, and Bitterneſs in 


to che Heart ? Bur ſuppoſe a Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is 
ar WW nothing palatable but Dirt and Mire? Muſt he turn 
Id Coat or Baboon before he can be pleaſed ? Certainly, he 
is enamour d of their Nature; he dotes {o much on their 
ſr, Paſtimes; and I am apt ro believe he would range on 
he WW their Hills, or ſport on their Trees among a Herd of 
* Females. _ 


But take all together, I fear the Pleaſure does not 
come up ro Expectation. The Gall out- weighs the Honey. 


b, _ 


VII of brutiſn Love, he lodges all the Torments of the 


Fach 


flings him igtg the Water, ſometimes into the Fire 3 he 


ſtal ; what En En 
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For let us ſuppoſe, a Man poſſeſs d by the unclean, De: 


Henan his Heart, and, what is worſe, their Guile ; 
25 — and, | rns, he hopes and deſpairs, he dreamy 
talks in Solitude; all the Features of 

ha FOI ma meet in his: Imagination to wound 
Fears, and * ue {cloves into a —* to 
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her. Fidelit — God, will forſake a Gallant at the 
leaſt Proſpe of Advantag Hence Dilquier ſeiges on 
the Brain, and From Hell, to elap him on 
the Torture; like 4 +; evil in the Goſpel, it ſometime 


watches his Tredſure with the Eyes of an Argus, and 
lays an hundred Ambuſcades to find his Miſery, and her 
Inhdelky; 3 19. chat, though Miſs be faithful, 1 1 8 
is ſure to milerable. * 

1 ay nothing here of Avergon, Hatred, wo — a 
thouſand other W that worry his Heart and prey 
upon his llc thor ae beforred Lover alone are 
centred al Fügt and Follies of Bedlam, bur that in 
of yk 2 Envy can ſcarce wiſh him more un- 
ef py. nor! Malice render him more unfortunate: Bur if F 

intrigue be carried witha perſon of an uni potted Repu- Ml ad 
tation. and who ſtands fair in the Opinion of the World, . 
nay, and who r: ſets up for a Lucretia and Ve. et 
vours are made to court incogmito, and Ml thi 

to play out of. Sight? But if after. all, the Sin quickens WW vo 
in her Womb, and that within nine Months ſhe be in | 
Danger to fall into Fits of the Mother; what Pangs, what MW R: 
Throws, what . Convulfions. tear this poor Creature: we 


Breaſt, an her Gallant's too? In how lively Shapes does ini 


Imagination paint her Folly !. She ſuffers all the Torments I it's 
of Child: birth at the very inſtant of Conception; beſides ¶ liv 
thoſe of Rage, of Deſpair and Confuſion; and in the N up 
End perchance reſolves to conceal one Sin by the help of IM has 
another; i. e. Lewdneſs by Murder; and thus a poor biti 


Innocent, who came into the World by a leſs Sin, is ſent I tor 
« out 
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wit of it by 4 greater; and then in all Probability the 
Tragedy that begun at Midnight in Darkneſs and Priva - 


ey, often ends at Mid-day on a Scaffold. Muſt not there- 
fote one be void of Reaſon to take a petty Pleaſure in 


of Hand, with ſuch a Crowd of Troubles in Reverſion ꝰ 
nd WW Ought we not to fence againſt a Vice, ſo charming on the 
to one Hand, and ſo uneaſie on the other. 


Neand. What are the beſt Preſervatives againſt this E 
re ¶ pidemical Diſtemper? 6 20 | 
ng Euſeb. Take this as a Principle; that Chaſtity is a 
nd WW Gift of God; and therefore implore continually his Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance; rely on his Grate, not on your Force; 
vn and if you be ſo happy, as not to fall, give him the Glo- 
be ty of the Triumph, and believe that whoſoever preſumes 
on on bis own Valour, has already meaſured half the Pre- 
on cipice : God protects the Humble, and humbles the 
ne Proud. ; 
he Secondly,” Keep Love at a Diſtance, or it will ſurprize 
nd you ; when once ic has ſtormed the Heart, it fotces Rea- 
er ſon to ſurrender ; and when Appetite commands, when 
ars Paſſion domineers, what can be expected bur Brutality ? 
Lock up the Gates of your Senſes, and, as in Frontiers 
. a Towns, examine the Paſſengers. Love, like a Proteus, 
ey IM borrows all Shapes, and makes its Approaches at all Sea- 
ure, WY ſons; ſo that you muſt ſtand upon your Guard, if you 
nat WW intend to avoid a Surprize ; and if you can keep this 
in- Traitor ar Arm's-length, Lewdneſs will neither have the 
if Face, nor find the Opportunity to aſſail yon. But if you 
pu- admit this Tyrant, if you lodge him in your Breaſt, you 
1d, will have Cauſe to deplote your Slavery, and perchance 
Ve. WE eternally. For in a Word, Love, like a Viper, eats into 
nd the Heart that warms ir, and returns Death for the Fa- 
ens vour. 
in Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the moſt ſecute 
hat. MW Rampart againſt the Darts of Laſciviouſneſs; you may as 
re's well hope to freeze in Fire, as ro converſe innocently in the 
oes Ml tnidſt of Occaſions. I am of Tertullian's Opinion, that 
nts its eaſier to die for Chaſtity, (as the World goes) than to 
des live with ir in Balls, Viſits and Entertainments. And I look 
the upon it as a certain Truch, that many of the Sex, who 
of have ſurrender d their Honour to the Flatteries, Importu- 
oor nities and Dalliances of Gallants, would have refuſed ic 
ent IM to the Cruelty of Hang- men. 
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Enter not therefore into the Pla- Houſe; it's the Palace 
of Aſmodews, the Seat of Lewdnels, the Nurſery of. De- 
bauchery. Its with us as Fornices were at-Reme,. only 
with this Difference, that thoſe Crimes ate learn d, con- 
rriv d, and reſolv d on here, the Romans actually commit- 
ted under the black Shade of thoſe infernal Vaults. For my 
part I am of Opinion, that a Chriſtian cannot with a ſafer 
Oonſcience enter into the Play-Houle, than into a Bro- 
thel; as things are managed there, Temptation is ſtronger 
on the Stage, and more inviting. - The Blackneſs of the 
Vice lies under a Diſguiſe; its blanch d over with all the 
Art of Wit and Gawdry; ſo that nothing appears bur 
the charming Part, which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates 
the Ears, dozes the Intellect, and fires the Paſſions, and 
then to plain the Way for Action, the Poet burleſques the 
Terrors of the other World; he paints the Devils rather 
like Scaramouches to divert, than like Executioners to 
torment: He blaſphemes the Majeſty of God to bring 
him under Contempt, and ſo blunts all the Darts of Fear 
and Apprehenſion; and then, when Objects draw, when 
Paſſions ſtand prepared, and Reſtraint is removed, what 
can be reaſonably expected, but Proſtitution ? 

But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear of Puniſh- 
ment, but even rewards Debauchery; For who are they 
that carry off * and Fortunes but Rakes and Pro- 
ſtitutes ? The Poet puts all his Wit in the Mouths of 
Rocks and Bullies; and if an honeſt Man appear, he is 
ſure to be hooted at, and generally goes off both Fool 
and Cuckold. Is not this to condemn Vertue, to execute 
it in Effigie, and to canonize Vice by Deputy ? Is not 
this to ſay, Gentlemen and Ladies, beware of Chaſtity 
and Vertue, they are out of Date in our Age; you'll for- 
feit your Honour by maintaining it, and grow ridiculous, 
if you continue innocent. The ſhorreſt Way to Repute, 
1s, to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh at Honeſty, and 
practice Incontinence. What Vertue is Proof againſt 
ſuch murdering Engines ? If Hell be a place of Diverſion, 
las the Poets endeavour to perſwade the Audience) if 


Bod be a ſcare- crow, if Chaſtity be infamous, and Im- 


ꝓurity creditable, who will not rather be lewd with Cre- 
dit, than chaſt with Reproach ? I would have both Poets 
aud Players enter a little into themſelves; they have all 

contributed to run down Vertue and Religion, * to 
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pare the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſh'd with all 
the palatable Ingredients of Pomp and Magnificence, that 
ir may go down with Fleaſure, and work with Efficacy. 
I am afraid in the next World they ll be forc'd ro anſwer 
for the Sins of the Poet and Actors, as well as for thoſe 
of the Chriſtian, unleſs by a timely Repentance, and 
publick Recantation, they ask Pardon of God, and For- 
giveneſs of the Nation, which they have rhimed almoſt 
out of Religion, and played out of Conſcience. 

Fourthly, When Temptation invites, draw up all the 
diſmal Conſequences of this wretched Sin, and fix your 
Thoughts upon em. Other Crimes, like the Adder, car- 
ry their Poiln in their Head ; this is a Scorpion that licks 
up its Venom in its Tail. For though the Sin be charm- 
ing, its Sequels are dreadful. The Infection flies up to 
the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; and rho' thoſe 
who are bit by this poiſonous Inſect, can dance out the 
fupifying Humour, and may be fiddled into their Wits, 
the others are paſt Cure; they remain in Spight of Ho- 
mily and Exhortation, ſtupid, brutal, without Judgment, 
without Honour, without Senſe, and oftentimes without 
Money; but never without Folly, Sighs, Jealouſies, 
Rage and Deſpair. 

Fifthly, That your Affections may not ſteal abroad, nor 
like Zutter- flies flutter from one Object to another, chain 
em by Lawful Wedlock to a Wife. I know at preſent, 
Matrimony (that in St. Paul's Days was honourable) lies 
under no creditable Circumſtances; and we are in part 
obliged to the Stage-Poets for the Aſperſion. They re- 
preſent this Divine Inſtitution under all the Reproaches 
of Slavery and Folly, and paint both Sexes ſo ſcanda- 
louſly laſcivious, that the Character is enough to deter 
Chriſtians from che Engagement. I ſuppoſe theſe Gentle- 
men are fee d by the Stews, to ſtand up for the Improve- 
ment of their Trade; and for this, reaſon they labour ſo 
beartily, ro perſwade People, Lawful Pleaſures taſte flat 
and inſipid, as if the only charming Circumſtance of 
Plealure were the Unlawfulneſs of the Action. This 
Doctrine is calculated exactly for the Practice of Lucifer 
and his Aſſociates, but not for Chriſtians: it ſmells of 
Smoak, and may in good time heat the Preachers. 
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bring Liberriniſm and Atheiſm into Faſhion. Thoſe pre- 
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94 1 The Gelenau Inſtructed. 
1 Beware of Jealouſie. A Wife is often made faithful 
.by. not ſuſpecting her of Infidelity ; but when without 
Realon, you queſtion her Loyalty, you only tempt her to 
'berray it, . I have heard of a Lady, that kept her Conju- 
gal Vow, whilſt her Husband thought ſhe did; but when 
he accuſed her, falſly, and blaſted het Reputation, ſhe 
"murdered her Innocence to revenge the Injury. Some 
Women are of Opinion, there is little Difference between 
being unchaſt, and being thought ſo ; and therefore go 
off with the Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well as with the 
Infamy. A thouſand, thouſand times happy is that Cou- 
ple, that by a wile Foreſight prevents rhoſe Misforrunes, 
that ſpring from Diverſity of Conſtitutions and Humour, 
or at leaſt ſupport with Patience, what Prudence can't a- 
vert, and ſo improve Neceſſity into a Vertue. 


Ik God has bleſs d you with Children, ( ſays the Seti. 
pture, Prov. 7.) inſtruct em. God has ingrav'd this Law 
in the very Heart of Nature, and more than once pro- 
mulg d it in the Bible, that Parents might be well con- 
vinc d of this grand Duty, and be perſwaded to comply 
with it; and yet it ſeems, that no Law is leſs underſtood, 
and mote univerſally neglected in Practice than this 
Some Parents, more cruel than the Oſtrich, bring Poor 
Creatures into the World, and then abandon em. O- 
thers, like Apes, are ſo fond of their Brood, they kill em 
with Kindneſs : Thoſe are guilty of Negligence, theſe of 
Indulgence; and all betray their Duty, and by conſe- 

nce their Conſcience, * 

I have been often ſcandaliz d at the inſupportable Neg- 
l ect ot ſome Parents; they made no Difference between 

their Laqueys and their Children, but that they carelsd 
thoſe, and eternally tormented theſe ; they herded with 
the Grooms and Carters, and owed all their Education 
to the Stable and Kitchin; and if they ſent em ſome- 
times to School, twas only to rid the Houſe, not for their 
Inſtruction. They never took the pains to inform them- 
ſelves, whether the Maſter was Black or White 2 Whe- 
ther religious or impious ? A Turk or a Chriſtian ? Gord 
God ! ſaid I ro Sir N. NV. what do you mean? You will 
not hire a Cock without examining his Talent, nor take 2 
Groom without good Security of his Skill; (yer the one 
; N 1 15 


Fr rom at rebut 


The Gentleman Iuſtructed. 85 


3s only to ſerve the Belly, rhe other to curry Horſes) and 
will you truſt a Child ro the Care of a. Man, who, for 
oughr you know, has neirher Science nor Religion ? 

Nor have I beheld with Patience the doting Fond- 
neſs of others. I have ſeen my Young Maſter often play 
the Lyon in the Family, and my tender Lady, the Mo- 
ther, app aud his Inſolence, like the Romans in Seneca's 
Days. She would embrace the Spark, when. ſne ſhould 
have chid him; nay, and kiſs him for thoſe very things 
ſhe ſhould have whipt him. Io croſs the Child, is to 
{tab the Mother; and if he whimpers, ſhe cries in good 
Earneſt; his Pailions grow upon him with Age, and a 
fooliſh Indulgence: emboldens em; be asks what he 
pleaſes, and obtains what he demands; a refuſal ſers him 
on Fire, and then my Young Jupiter begins to thunder: 
My Lady trembles at the Tempeſt ſhe has raiſed; and 
inſtead of laying it by a ſober Correction, ſhe fooliſhly 
augments it by a thouſand Careſſes: He is coach'd to 
Company, to Balls, and the Play-Houſe, and muſt be 
Spectator of Mamma's Vanity and Follies to learn em. 
Poor Sir T. H. ſaw this fine Menage, but. was too do- 
tingly fond of his Wife to ſave his Child. He complain ꝗ 
one Day to me, that his Son was fit for nothing, but 
either to dance or to . You are miſtaken, ſaid 
I, have a little Patience, and he'll retaliate hs Breeding 
upon you, with Inſolence and Outrage ; he is as hand- 
ſomly equipr for a Rake, as can be; nor was I deceived, 
for ſince that he flung himſelf away upon a Chamber-maid, 
dipt bis Eftate, perſecuted his Mother, and brought his, 
Father with Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. 

You muſt know, Neander, that Man by Nature is 
half Beaſt ; he has all the Inclinations, all the Paſſions 
of the moſt ſalvage Animal; and (what is worſe) he 
has Reaſon ro ſharpen 'em, and Malice ro abuſe them. 
But as the moſt fierce Lyon is ram'd and render d tra- 
Ctable by Education and Diſcipline, ſo Man may be 
taught Sweerneſs, Moderation and Vertue, if he be ta- 
ken in Hand betime, if his Paſſions are check d, and forced 
to obey the Commands of Reaſon, from the Cradle. But 
when once Senſe has got the Upper-Hand, when Paſſion 
has taſted the Sweetneſs of Superiority, and reaſon is 
accuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſubdue the 
Fierceneſs of a full grown Tyger, as perſwade Senſe and 
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Appetite to teſign che uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon 
to take it, Adoleſcens juxta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenuerit 
non recedet ab ea. A young Man goes on as he began, 
2nd carries the firſt Impreſſion to the Grave, That you 
maj not therefore cry one Day with the poor Eagle in 
the Fable, who being mortally - wounded by an Arrow 
trimmed'with her own Feathers, ſighed out this melan- 
choly Complaint, Miſerable Bird that I am! What a 
fool was I to bring forth Feathers ro my own Deſtructi. 
on! I ſay, thar you may nor complain, thoſe Children 
you give Life to, ate the Cauſe of your Death, Obſerve 
three things. Firſt, ſo ſoon as rhey are capable ro know 
God, reach em to fear his Juſtice and to love his Good- 

neſs ; inſtruct them in Religion, and take Care they 
practiſe all the Duties of a Chriftian, A Child that 

ts God, will love his Parents; he can't be religious 
without being dutiful. Inculcate a thouſand times, that 
he is made for Heaven, and that he muſt live vertuouſſy 
im this World, to be happy in the next: Precaution 
him againſt the Vanity of the World, and all its ſpecious 
Scenes of Deteits and Pageantry, that delude the Eye 
to" ſelluce the Heart: Diſcover the Danger before you 
expoſe him, and tell him with that admirable Queen 
Blanca, had rather ſee him in the Grave, than in 
Sin: Inſpire not into his render Breaſt Deſires of Gran- 
deur ;; this is a Seed that ſprouts up without ſowing : 
Choak all Teridency of ſo early a Pride, or elſe it wil 
1 mode F bluſh at the unchriſtian Conduct of 
choſe 


Purents, who teach little Creatures, before they can 
walk, to climb up to the very Pinnacle of Honour; who 
would wake em Pages to Antichriſt to be great, and 
would counſel em to be Mahomerans for the vain Satis- 
faction of (*eing em Bafſa's : When you have furniſh'd 
em with 'Vertue, and provided for their Soul, let em 
think of a Settlement, and aim rathet at a Poſt that is 
genteel, than great: An elevated Fortune is ſeldom 
obtained without vaſt Crimes, and always ſupported by 
greater. | 2 | | 

* Secondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts and Sciences 
that ſoit with their Capacity and Condition. For thoſe 
that have nothing to do, do always more than they 
ought; and though they are unfit for a handſome Occu- 
pation, they are capable of a vicious one. 
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. Thirdly, give not all your means to the Eldeſt; leave 
a Proviſion for all: A Young Gentleman that begins the 
World without Mony, ends ir without Conſcience: 
When J muſt rack my Brain to live, I have neither ri 

nor leaſure to think of living well. Neceſſity is the Mo- 
cher of Vice, no leſs than abundance; and Want is both 
more trouble ſome than Affluence, and equally dangerous: 
Beſides, how will you have a Gentleman puſh forwatd, 
who has nothing to improve? Can he raiſe a Fortune 
without Tools re work with, without a Fund to lay the 
Foundation? Poverty palls the moſt generous Spirits; 
ir cows Induſtry, and caſts Reſolution it ſelf into Deſpair. 


When you have acquitted your ſelf of theſe three Points, 


ou have done the part of a Father; the reſt you mu 
leave to Providence, who watches over its Creatures, 
and never abandons thoſe, who comply with their Duty, 


VII. M0190 72 \ 31:3 SH) 
Lour care muſt nor ſtop at your Children, let ir reach 
your menial Servants ; though you are their Mafter, 
you are alſo their Father. And for this Reaſon the R 
mans call d Houſekeepers Patres familias, Pathers of the 
Houſhold. Beſides, as a Chriſtian you are their Brother, 
and have the Church of Chriſt for your common Mother; 
all theſe Relations deſerve a Tenderneſs on the one ſide, 
and on the other impoſe an Obligation on you to enquire 
into their Behaviour, and to provide for their Inſtruction; 
don't ſo overcharge em with Labour, that they can 
no time for God. You can't exact fo continual a Ser- 
vice, nor is it in their power to comply with you, The 
owe more Obedience to God 'than ro you; and yo 
trrauſgreſs your Duty, when your Commands 'ctoſs 
upon his. Nor is it ſufficient to allow em time to look 
into the Concerns of their Souls, dor muſt ſee they ime 
loy it well: Let em meer at Prayers at leaſt once a 
y, and puniſh thoſe that neglect this Duty. Suffer 
not in your Houſe a Debauchee, though never ſo uſeful. 
Who is a Traitor to his Maker, will betray a Maſter at 
the firſt Occaſion. A Man without Conſcience is al- 
ways without Honeſty. Beſides, Lewdneſs and Kna- 
very are catching, and one infected Perſon ſuffices to ſcat- 
ter the Contagion. Take this for a Principle. The 
more you take ro Heart God's Intereſt, the more he'll 
G 4 take 
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ours; he nterpri h 
e rl Ns f above the Seat e Sher 
In fine, you'll either enjoy Proſperity with a Chri- 

= Moderate, or bear Adverſity wich Pala. od 


VIII. 

2 AY EV within 'the Walls. of your own 
Hou e, pop employ 1 it, wholly about the Spiritual Good 
of your Neighbour ;. let the Body feel the Effects of its 
n 8 well as the Soul, When he groans under 
e of gens and ſtruggles with Neceflity, re- 
ieve out of your own Store-Houſe; let 
che Mealure our Charity be the Extent of es Abi- Þ 

your © : Na ry lay out on the Poor, 
15 7 11 17 ut Les is Security for the 
Be 4 3 e is infallible. 1 
— wel — n open-handed enough, but 
then they diſperſed their Charities with ſo unhandſome 
a Grace, th e they did ill in doing good, pag good 
eluſed — — Whilſt they gave one; they ſeem d to 
ture s Miſery, aan ſeldom open d 
i they 2 vented ther Gall. This is not 
T ie Indigent, but to thraw Shame upon Wanr, 
and Confuſion upon Neceflity ;; its to hang Weight to 
their Burthen, and to fret Poverry with Contempt: Be- 
des, it loſęs the very —_— of Alms ; wor that it is not 
received gratis, chat is purchaſed with Bluſhes, and at 
Expence of Patience, A compaſſionate Look often · 
Times refreſhes more, than a Crown with a ſevere one. 
n+ (mabiokd I had rather be ſent away with a civil 
be with jou, than be entertained with Peeviſhnel 
and ill Nature. A ſmall Favour well timed becomes 
conkiderable : The e vety manner of giving adds to the 
Keep not t ore the Poor at a Bay, nor rack 
dem with e ; to what Purpoſe do theſe Prelimi- 
naries ſerve, b ut either feed your urioher or to 
ſpend a. {a frening — We are of the ſame Nature; 
fur Bodies are made gf the ſame Clay, and our Souls 
by the ſame I The Difference between the Rich 
5 Poor comes not from Nature or Merit, but from the 
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dination of rovidence. Some are born to no other 
te than 1 of their Brethren s Charity, that they 
. Practiſe Patience ; and others to Abundance, Fans 
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ch they may exerciſe Charity; ſo that the Verrue of theſe 
or: i ſſtand indebted to the Miſery of thoſe ; and the Giver is 
ri- no leſs oblig d than the Receiver, 


IX. 

Begin to practiſe the Vertues of a Chriſtian berimes ; 
accuſtom your Palate to em before you have taſted Vice, 
they'll reliſh better; a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way 
to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns Godlineſs into 
Pleaſure ; bur if you ſtay till Sins have fluſh'd the Paſſi- 
ons, and ſharpen'd Appetite, nething but Violence can 
ſecure you; you will not be able to advance one ſtep 
without a Combat; you muſt fight your way through 

all the Squadrons, the Fleſh, the World and the Devil 
will draw up to oppole you; and when theſe Enemies are 
headed by vitious .Habirs, God knows, whether you 
will ever be ſo hardy, as even to attempt a Conqueſt fo 
hazardous on the one fide, and fo laborious on the 


X, 
Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gentlemen is 
ſo unuſual, that you muſt venture to be out of Faſhion, 
you muſt ſtand the Shock of Rallery, and perchance the 
8 of a Lampoon; but theſe Weapons ſtick in the 
kin, and although they are puſh'd on with all the Vio- 
lence of Malice and Profanenels, are not able to draw 
Blood, or to touch your Reputation. I have often been 
iſh'd ar ſome Gentlemen, who practiſed Vertue at 
ome, and Vice in Company ; who y'd their Con- 
ſcience ro avoid a Blyſh. This is, (aid I, to fall into the 
wretched Blindneſs of ſome ſavage Indians, who adore 
the Devil, that he may do em no Harm. If Rakes glo- 
ry in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed at Good ? That 
carries along irs Condemnation, and this irs Juſtification. 
Surely ſhame firs more naturally on Guilt than Inno- 


1 

But could we dive into a wicked Man's Heart, could we 
pierce into his Soul, we ſhould read moſt viſible Traces of 
Shame and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an Eye 
on his Vices, and his Neighbour's Vertues. For let me 
tell you, Neander, Piety has an amiable aſpect, it charms 
its very Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtigmatize it in 


Practice, admire irs Beauty. So chat though 2 | 
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they let flie a Rallery, and ſhoot a Joke, rheſe Ar: 
rows flic at random, and never come near . 
Nay, take it for a general Rule, that thoſe Rules, who 
flirt at a Chriſtian Demeanour have a ſecret Eſteem for 
D | | | 
: 3 one, I muſt draw in my Piety, and mew it 
within'my own Walls; I have almoſt loſt my Chriſtian 
Name, and am ſcarce known, bur by that of Bigot. 
Pray, Sir, ſaid I, ler us not ſtartle at Sounds, nor run 
away from Buffoons; let us conſtrue the Word, and 
frame right Notions, and then we ſhall find, that Bigot 
in the Fargon of Reprobares is nothing elſe but a Man 
lat believes Religion, and dares profeſs it; that bog- 
es at Oarhs, and bluſhes at Perjuries ; that will ele- 
vate his Spirits with old Hock, or new Champaign, but 
not drown his Reaſon ; that has not Courage to laugh at 
Hell, nor the Impudence to play upon Heaven; that 
ſometimes does good Actions, and always fears bad ones. 
This is the Height of a Bigot's Devotion, according to 
the modern Uſe of the Word ; ſo that it imports nothing 
hurtful, nothing infamous, unleſs it be a Diſgrace to 
profeſs Honeſty upon occaſions, to practiſe Morality, and 
to have a good Conſcience, | | 
But let Debauchees burleſque your Piety, muſt you 
abandon ir? Will you abjure Chriſtianity, becauſe ſome 
Libertines ſport with Religion; or commence Atheiſt, to 
humont Fools? Why then will you be ſcared our of 
Piery, or teazed our of Morality ? Is it honourable in 
Spighr of Rallery to acknowledge a God, and a Diſ- 
grace to ſerve him ? Is it a Credit to be a Chriſtian, and 
a Shame to be a good one? No certainly; let us pur 
things rogether, and act conſequently ; let us call in 
Reaſon ro govern Fancy. | | | 
 Befides, who are thoſe Men that awe us? A Club of 
Animals, that have more Money than Wir, and more 
8 than. Conſcience, a Pack of Hectors, that live 
ill, and judge worſe; that are pitied by ſome, and 
ſrorned by others; the very Panegyricks of theſe Men 
are Saty ts, Praiſe our of their Mouths is ſcandalous, and 
Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not your ſelf to be 
laugh'd out of Heaven, nor rallied into Hell; if you 
cant bear the reproaching Frowns and Smiles of a Man, 
how will ye endure the Frowns of an angry Deity? If 
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the Laſh of a petulant Tongue be fo ſenſible, aſſure your 


ſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be more inſup- 


portable. Vertue in a Dungeon is preferrable to Sin on 
the Throne, and Innocence in the Pillory is more ho- 
nourable than Guilr on the Bench. 


, XI. ö 
If you love your Soul, and reſolve to ſave ir, avoid 
the Converſation of Libertines and Atheiſts, like the Baſi- 
lik, their Eyes dart Poiſon, and their Tongues ſpeak 
Death: they are Satan's Deputies, and Devils by Proxy. 
A Libertine is half Fiend, half Beaſt; Pleaſure is his 
Summum Bonum; this he places in Sin like the Devil, 
and in Mire like the Swine ; he circles from the Tavern 


to the Play-bouſe, from hence to the Stews, and returns 


to his Lodging the ſame way; ſo that his whole Study is 
to learn Wickedneſs, and his whole Buſineſs ro praiſe 
it; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and Blaſphe- + 
my; his Entertainment unchriſtian, and his Dialect dia- 
bolical ; he would fain monopolize the Wir of the Nati- 
on, but wants both Fund and Patent; his Knowledge 
reaches no further than the Gazette or the Courant, 
and on Occaſions he ventures to vent Non- ſenſe in Me- 
tre ; his Religion is univerſal, calculared for all Meri- 
dians; he has one for a Calm, another for a Storm 3 
one for Europe, another for America; ſo that it's as diffi- 
cult to be defined as a Diguniive ; in England he ſtic- 
kles for his Biſhops; in Scotland againſt em; he is a 
Few at Amſterdam, a Muſſellman at Conſtantinople ; a 
Papiſt at Rome, and a Calviniſt at Geneva: In a Word, 
he is any thing without, and nothing within; ſo that his 


whole Religion turns upon Convenience and Intereſt, 


and is comprized in theſe Verſes, 


Queſt, What's Orthodox and true Believing 
Againſt a Conſcience > Anſ. A good Living, 
Queſt. What makes rebelling againſt Kings 

A good old Cauſe 2 Anſ. Adminiſtrings, 

Queſt. What makes all Doctrine. plain and clear? 
Anſ. About two hundred Pound a Tear. 

Queſt. And that which was prov'd true before 
Prove falſe again? Anſ. Two hundred more. 


XII. 


re Ng XII. 1 
An Atheiſt is an over- grown Libertine; and if we be- 
nee his own Genealogy, he is a By-blow begot by Ha- 
zard, and flung into the World by Neceſliry; be moves 
by Wheels, and has no more Soul than a Wind-mill ; he 
is thruſt on by Fate, and acts by meer Compullion ; he 
is no more Maſter of his Deeds than of his Being; and 
therefore 1s as conſtant to his Word as the Wind to the 
ſame Corner; ſo that an Atheiſt by his own Principles is 
a Knave per ſe, and an honeſt Man only per Accidens. In 
fine, he ſtarts out of Duſt and vagifhes into . 
Nean. All my Concerns are in the Hand of a Man, 
who will not be very fond of this Character, yer he ſets 
up for an Atheiſt, and ſupports the Fraternity with Argu- 
ments and Authority. ** ; 
© Euſeb. Neander, diſcharge him out of Hand, he'll cer- 
rainly ruin your Soul, and may poſſibly embezzle your 
Eftate. A round Hurricane of Atoms may drive him 
into che Poſſeſſion of your Lands, and you our of em, 
A brisk Puff may conveigh out of fight a neceſſary In- 
denture, or raiſe high tbe Bill of Reparations; there is 
no coming near a Man with Safety, that's void. of Con- 
ſcience; no truſting him that acts by Fates, or maves by 
Deſtiny; if he be a Slave to impulſe, he is not Maſter of 
his Honeſty. i e ke - EE. - 
 Neand. Tho he abjures God, he upholds Reaſon, and 
* Touch with Probiry ; he values Honour, and would 
it Life ro maintain it. hag 
© Euftb. Then he is made up of Contradictions, and 
one part of his Creed ſtabs the other; if there be no 
God, your Friend is the Spawn of Caſualty ; the Child 
of Matter and Motion, a heap of Duſt with a Complex 

of Ubications, a Figure without Soul, a Statue with- 
out Life; he is all Matter like Beaſts, no more capable 
of Reaſon than an Ape, of Vertue than Baalam's Ass, or 
of Honour than Caligulas Conſul. In fine, withdraw 
your Concerns, or you may one Day repent your Confi- 
dence : For I muſt once for all tell you, Honour with- 
2 Conſcience, without Religion, will yield to Inte» 
reit. i * ry 


92 


Neand. 


PPP 


The Gentleman Inſtrucked. 93 

Neand. This cannot be done ſo ſoon ; endeavour, I 
beſeech you to gain him; overturn his Principles, and 
the Conqueſt will be eaſie: you can't oblige him more 
than by entering into a Diſpute; and the ſhorreft way to 
win his Favour, is to quarrel with his Tenets. 

Euſeb. Diſpures indeed are natural to Atheiſts; for no 
Men maintain with greater Eagerneſs they are in the 
right, than thoſe that ſuſpect they are in the wrong; like 
Men in a dangerous Road they love to travel in & 

Ph and ſo draw in Proſelytes to march to Hell with 2 
aravan. . 
Bur, Neander, this Itch of arguing is a terrible Argu- 

ment, they are ſcared with Doubts, and haunted with 

Suſpicions that God is no Chymzra, it's a Sign that Con- 

ſcience is uneaſie, and makes ſome Attempts to break all 

the Barriers of Ignorance, Pride and Blaſphemy. 

However, I'll comply with your Deſires, and wait up- 
on the Gentleman when you command me: Although I 
muſt tell you, 4 converted Atheiſt is a Phcenix ſcarce ſeen 
in an Age ; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ignorance, 
of much Senſe and little Reaſon ; he confures Argu- 
ments with Laughter, and pretends to frown Demon- 
ſtration it ſelf into Sophiſtry. How can Truth (I do not 
ſay ſubdue) but even reach ſuch a Man? You may as 
ſoon fetch down the Moon with a Canon-Ball, as con- 
vince him. | 

Neand. It's true, but Charity armed with ſolid Reaſons 
may perchance ſoften his Obſtinacy ; and although you 
lofe your Labour, you'll meer ar leaſt in the next World 
the Reward of your Zeal. Tl tell him you intend to 


make him a Viſit. 


Euſeb. IJ am content, Neander, I have drawn a ſhorr 
Scheme of your Dury, and wiſh you ſo happy as to com- 
ply with it; it will prove the beſt Support of this Life, 
and the greateſt Comfort in the other. God has interwo- 
ven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and twiſted his Inte- 
reſt with Plealure. A Good Man is ſeldom uneafie, and 
an ill one is always unquiet; one muſt be blind not to 
diſcover the Canker at his Heart through all rhe glittering 
Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power : he may rant and 
laugh, bur can't be merry : for certainly there is a great 
Difference berween Noiſe ard Mirth ; their Lives are as 
unlike as their Ends; and thoſe are as Differenr 4 the 

| ains 


WY att - 
Pas de Damned ut om the Joys of the Bleſ- 
Neander took leave of Bache, with a Prondle to 


3 «call upon him the next Morning. He went. immedi- 


« ately to Theomachys's Lodg gings ; { this was the Atheiſt's 


ame vids Jens freely his Deſign, and ask d him, If 
: Kee d permit him to enter nn 
« with Buſebius. 
'4 Theomachus teceived the Propoſal with a Tranſpor 
2 of of Jars. and told Neander he Was infinitely oblig 
for offering fo fair an Occaſion of making Ac « 


e wid a Man ſo much talked of: For y = 
ed he) I have often heard grear Commendations 
4 bath of 6 Venue and Learning, and ſhall by this 
Interview be able to judge, whether his Merits 288 
| * his Fame. Beßdes, the Greatneſs of m ary 
« will ſecure my Credit, tho Fortune declare agai 
* me. Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, re- 
* rurned to his "Lodgiogs, with a Reſolution to mind 


. Theomachus of his „ n | 
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PUBLISHER 
| 'TO THE - 


Lapizs and GenTLEMEN, 


Ladies and Gentlemen, | 
bo it be not in the Power of Man to 
E write ſo nicely, as to leave the Criticks 
nothing to refine upon; yet there are 
/one, whoſs Performances come nigher 

do it, and hit much better with the Gol 
of the Times, than others. Among theſe 
we may preſume toreckon The firſt Part of the Gen- 
tleman Inſtructed; which was ſcarce well ſet out, be- 
fare it was at the End of its firſt Edition; and baving 
run the Second with the - ſame Succeſs, in the Third it 
was deſervedly took up into a Dedication; in which as 
it gain d no little on Account of the honourable Perſon 
it was preſented to ;,ſ it received no ſmall Advantage 
from the ingenious Remarks of the Dedicator ; whoſe 
Elogiums are ſe well thought, bis Thoughts ſo well ex- 
preſs'd, and bis Expreſſions ſo well put together, that 

tho the Work it ſelf were of no Value, yet one would 
buy the Book for the Dedication. ho eee 
It was the Author's Deſire of being unknown, which 
made him willing to pap for being Dead; but this 
Supplement which is the genuine Off-5pring of the _ 
FTED 2 a 2 en, 


iv The Publiſher, oe. 
Pen, has too much of bim in it, not to convince the 
World be is fill alive , and whoever reads the ſecond 
Part will find there ſuch a Harmony of Thought, and 
Expreſion with the Firſt, that if the Author bad been 
dead, one would almoſt conclude bim riſen again to write 
it. by a Word, be is certainly alive , and, tis hop d 
bis Effeem will encourage him to oblige the 
Publick wi with many ſuch deſe ſerving Pieces. | 
9 1 Defign in this is to inſtru the Nobility of f both 
Sexes in their Duty ; and to chalk out the 7700 and 
ſhorteſt may to Content in this World, and to any 57 
the Next. 5 . is = doubt an 2 N 
co whic 0 Nearly concer us you, that @ you 
will take the al into Conſideration. And me- 
thinks the Author ſo bandſomely reconciles Greatneſs to 
"Goodneſs, and all the Prerogatives of Quality to ny 
fro s of the Goſpel ; that you mnſt eit ber bave 
Reaſon, or. have bid adieu to Religion ,, 7 
25 e to practiſe the Method be preſcribes - 70 20 who 
but. Fools and AO will refign all Pretenſions to a 
Future Bliſs, for any temporal ice, when be may 
live rent bere and happy bereafter ? | 
Soldiers, aud able will d Tak the 

| Cauſes 105 4752 7 es, and the Remedies : And 
if a. hare pee 0 Faitures over-beat the Spleen, 
and awaken Indi 1 50 urely the Centleman's An- 
tidate will lay theſe unjuſt Reſentments , and perſwade 

to acknowledge, that be Fad been bf charitable i 4 
beat d been more e., 
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The Cauſe of the following Dialogues. _ , 


1 USEBIUS prepar'd for the Rendez- 
vous, and refoly d to attack the Atheiſt 
1 2 972 4 ** an unforeſeen Accident 
deferrdit eeting. 

: = A Club of youn Blades that Evetlng 
A filed off from the Play-houſe, to ſtorm 
4210 ſome Bottles of Champaigne. leut he- 
rius led on the Brigade, and march d at the Head of the 
Battalion. And indeed he was compleatly equip d for 
the Adventure. His Purſe was arm'd with Silver, and 
| his. Conſcience with Steel. They attack d the Enemy 
with Courage, and bore on with Reſolution, All pro- 
teſted "againſt Quarter, (as brave Frivurgen did at Cye- 
mona) and ſo reſolv d to ſtand till they fell in the Eater- 
prize; ' . _ + 


a 3 But 


vi A Supplement to the firſt Part 


But if the Aſſailants did Execution, Champaigne did 
mere: It tilted at the Head, and made directly at the 
Brain. One drop d under the Table. an Huzza waited 
upon him to the Ground; and Morpheus ſtep'd in to play 
the Surgeon. 

The Misfortune of one breaths Vigour into the others; 
they carry on manfully the Attack: Their Heads run 
ro with the Glaſſes 3 their I ride Poſt; their 
Wits are Jaded ; and Neaſon is diſtanc d. Bruijts eculd 
not talk better, nor Men worſe: Like Skippers in a 
Storm they rather hallow'd than ſpoke; ſcarce one heard 
his Neighbour, and not one underſtood him: So that 
Noiſe ſtood for Senſe, and every one paſs d for a Vir- 
tuoſo, becauſe all play d the Fool to Extra vagance. 
Nhe Subject of thigis Hear was no leſs ſurpriſing than 
the Management of it; and both ridiculous ro Amaze- 
ment. Sorrel (cries one with an'Oath:) is the moſt com- 
pleat Nag in — and then he threw among the 

pany ſuch a bedrol of Jocky- jargon, that one would 
thin he had ſwept the Stable (even Years, or ſerved a 
Prenticeſhip to a Farrier. From Terms of Art, he goes 
on to à Leſſon of Proportions, He diſſects the Animal, 
and flings the Anatom on rbe Thble ; then be flouriſhes 
on his Feats, and ſwears he is famous in the Journal of 
New. market, Nay, 1 am told, the Gentleman proteſted, 
Sorrel was as well born as himſelf; that in a collateral 
Line, he; rouchd. the great Bucepha/us, and was Couſen 
e ro Calizula'sConſalt, 
Wine had beated the Companies Blood; but this ſhort 
Panegyrick inflam'd it. They could not agree to Sorrel's 
Araheivements, nor fuffer him ro monopoline the Perfecti- 
ons. of hig Species; every Man ftood up in defence of his 
own Refaninte, and 3 his juſt Prerogatives with 
Heat, and Camour. Bur whitft the Diſpute run high, 
ein Wits ſunk low with the Bottles; Senſe ſlumber d, 
d. Reafop almolÞ felf into 2 Lethargy, 
_ From the Stable they trip over to the Kennel, and leave 
Horſes, to philoſophize on Hounds. They follow the 
Chace With Tumult; One would have taken em for a 


pack of Beagles on the Scent, but that they open'd lou- 


der. Alt this while rhe Glaſſes circle, Reaſon ebbs, Ex- 
travagance flows, and Mirth flies out into Madneſs. 


Y And 
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And now our Gallants were handſomely equip'd for 
any Villany; Champaigne had fired their Blood, intoxi- 
cared Reaſon, and drowned Shame, They fell upon 
their Maker without Fear, withour Scruple. Some wor- 
ry his Juſtice, whilſt others buffoon his Mercy. The 
Juice of the Grape had ſwell'd theſe perry Pigmies into da- 
ring Gyafits, Who canonaced Heaven, and defied rheOm- 
nipotent. Indeed their Drunkenneſs made ſome Attone- 
ment for their Blaſphemies : Bur after all, it's a fad Caſe, 
when a Man is better for being rransform'd into a Beaſt, 
and leſs fooliſh for having loſt his Wits. | 

One proteſted againſt all Religions but that of Epi- 
care: Againſt all Heavens but that of Mahemet: And 
againſt all Hells but want of Champaigne or Canary. 
Another would not receive the Lord's Prayer without an 
Amendment. To petition for Bread ( ſaid he) has more 
of the Beggar, than of the Gentleman. And ſutes bet- 


ter with the Poor of the Pariſh, than with the Lord of 


the Mannor, Let us at leaſt (ſaid he) rack to daily Bread, 
one Bottle of Burgundy. The Motion met with Ap. 
plauſe: Every one follow'd the Propoſal with a Com- 
ment ren times more outragious than the Texr. The) 
riored on: Impiety and the moſt rampant Inſolence pa 
for the moſt refin'd Wit. Nay to ſcrew Outrage to the 
higheſt Point, Oh ſays one, give me Religio Medici, this 
Religion at large is a healing Profeſſion: fe reconciles the 
Croſs with the Creſcent, and ſtrikes an Alliance between 
the Son of Mary, and the Son of Abdala, Thus is the 
Goſpel deliver d up to the Rabble, and a petty Atheiſti- 
cal Pamphlet lock d up in the Ark. Our Saviour's Do- 
c&rine muſt give Place to the Viſions of an Irreligious 
Quack, more fit to gaze upon Urinals, than to talk of 
Religion: | £&3Þ-: 

Had their Diſcourſe been Innocent, their Madneſs had 
been diverting : But to hear Chriſtians turn God into 
Farce, and Religion into Romance; revile Sanctity, and 
play with Juftice, is monſtrous and proveking. For 
what can be more amazingly flagitious, than to make 
God the Subject of our Sport, and the Goſpel of our Di. 
verſion ? Then to throw the moſt auguſt and the moſt 
trifling thiags into the ſame Compoſition ? And to blend 
Majeſty and Otnniporence with Laughter and Frenzy? 
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viij A Supplement to the firſt Part 
The Proverb ſays, Who murthers when he is drunk, 
muſt hang for it when he is ſober, I would have it pals 
into a ſtanding Law, and take in Bla ſphemers. The Fear 
of a Red hot Iron might poſſibly put em in Mind of 
Fire and Brimſtone, and the dread of paſſing for ſtigma. 
tiz d Villains in this World might ſcare em into an Ap- 
prehenſion of living erernally e in the Next. 
By this time Eleutherius had ſeiz d on the Chair, and 
began to hold forth on the Text of ede, bibe. He was a 
Libertinet at full growth, a Latitudinarian in Principle, 
and by Conſequence an Atheiſt in Practice. Epicure was 
bis Caſuiff, and Hobbs his Divine. 
Io your Arms Gentlemen ( bawls he) the Enemy bas 
taken the Field, and advances to beat up our Quarters, 
Our Privileges gaſp, and our great Prerogative lies bleed. 
ing. Nothing but Reſolution can retrieve em. 

Tbe Company gaz'd at this unexpected Exordium. 
Some cry'd our Thieves, others a French Invaſion ; bur 
moſt concluded, the Monſieurs could ſcarce land without 
Veſſels; unleſs they follow'd the Road of the Compoſtela 
Pilgrims, or prels*d ſome Teems of Domingo's Ganzes. 
Bur the Orator perceiving the Surpriſe ſoon laid their 
Frighr, and calm d their Fear, Gentlemen (continued 
he) our Enemies are Domeſtick, not Foreigu; and they 
prepare Chains for our Conſciences, not for our Bodies. 
In a Word, they preach up Vertue, and cant down Plea- 

ſure; entail. Heaven on the one, and Hell on the other. 
Ver did they confine this Obligation of Self-denial ro 
the Clergy, or the Sex, I would fir down and only ſmile 
at the Impoſture. Bur alas! they even ſtrike at our un- 
queſtionable Prerogative, and bring Gentlemen within 
the Laſh of the Statute. We muſt forſoorh fling up our 
Claim ro Heaven, unleſs we ftarve in the Face of Plenty, 
We ſhall cry out in the next World for Water to cool our 
rch'd Tongnes, it we bathe 'em with Burgundy in this, 
Thele new coin'd Tenets are ſer on Foot, and abetted in 


London, nay in the very Sight of the Play-houſe, and the 


, . 


Tavern. 28 


1 met this Morning ohe Eaſebius, the grand Patriarch 


of theſe dangerous Morals: His Perſon ſeems as out- 


landiſh as his Doctrine, and his Mind no leſs Heterodox 
than his Principles: He is a Compound of Jew and In- 
fidel, Phatiſie on the one fide, and Stoick on the other: 


His 


of the Gentleman Inſtructed. ix 
His Gate is as gtave as the old Duke of Alva's, and as 
ſtarch'd as that of his Majeſty of Pegu : But his Tongue 


rides Poſt, and is a kind of Motus perpetuus ; and like 


old Diogenes, or Timon, is always. upon the Satyr. In 
fine, I took the Man for Penance in Perſon, and 
Mortiſication in Querpo ; for a meer Mutnmy pick- 
led in Myrrh, and baked in Bitumen. Gentlemen (cries 
he) muſt low Appetite balk Senſe, and curb Nature: 
They muſt war upon the Fleſh, repreſs its Sallies, and 
diet it into Obedience: They muſt be bumble in Gran- 
dure, _ in Wealth, and meek in Spight of Pror5ca- 
tion: They muſt melt down their Swords into Crofles, + 
and turn their fine Holland Shirts into Sackcloth, Is not 
this to lay us on our Backs? To break down the Inclo- 
ſure between Quality and Peſantry? and to call in our 


Patents ? Drudgery is the Portion of Clowns, Pleaſure 


the Inheritance of Gentlemen: I could nor indeed con- 
fure his Sophiſms with Reaſon, bur will by Practice. 
And if I am nor miſtaken, one Fact weighs more than a 
rhouſand Speculations. Let us ſtrangle this new born 
Brat in the Cradle, Principiis obſta is a nice Maxim: A 
Spark contemn'd' breaks often into a Flame, New Er- 
rours are as highly receiv'd in our Ifland as new Faſhi- 
ons, and we are juſt as conſtant to our Principles as to 
our Amours. ed 
The Harangue was receiv'd with Applauſe, and all . 
vored a Remedy. Some would filence Euſebius with a 
Baſtinado, and others with Reaſon. They pirch'd upon 
the laſt Opinion as more civil, and leſs dangerous. 

An Interview is reſolvd, Bur who will take up the 


| Cudgels and cloſe with the Enemy? Eleutherius found 


no Inclination to meaſure Weapons with a victorious 
Foe. The firſt Engagement had cool'd his L. een He 
had ſhot all his Ammunition, and like our German Al- 
lies, expected a Bill of Exchange to furniſh his Magazine 
with new Proviſions, . 8 
The Expedition ( ſays one of the Company) is of too 
great Conſequence to be committed ro Eleutſerius's Con- 
duct; he has been once foil'd, and a ſecond Attempt 
ill managed may give an entire Overthrow to our Caule, 
To be foil'd and fool'd ( ſays another with a Smile) may 
paſs for Synonimous in his Caſe ; the Senſe comes as near 
as the Letters, and the Signiſication of either may equal- 
ly be apply'd ro him. Eleus 


-  COonfcience. 


x A. Supplement to the firſt Part 
r was ſurpris d at the Glance, and the Sar- 
caſm call d for a Blum; but Wine prevented the Confu- 
. fon ; for it having taken Poſſeſſion of his Cheeks, they 
could admit no other Colour; tho to ſpeak Trüth, Eleu- 
therius had a great Command over his Blood, and was 
Within an Ace, as much Maſter of his Face as of his 
- However he proteſted againſt the Calumny, yer with 
too much Heat to be innocent; the Wine bad warm'd 
bis Courage, but this ſet ir on Fire, The Conſult had 
ended in a Civil War, had not one of the Company in- 
rerp & Bom kept the Peace berween her Majeſties Sub- 
ck. Nay, he undertook the Command of the Expe- 
dition: So that having provided for the Encounter, they 


reel d to their Lodgings, tho' ſome took up in the Ken- 


nel. 
i DA; 


r 


"DIALOGUE u. 
A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 


Hilla Eleutherius prepar'd againſt Euſebius on the 

one fide, his Lady (whom I call Emilia) muſter d 
Troops on the other. N Diſcourſe lay hard on 
' her Ladyſhip's Stomach, The Gentle woman was down» 
right Crop-fick, and nothing but Revenge was able to 
carty off the Humour. She had been ſo inured to Com- 
R= that ſhe could not digeſt Euſebiuss Freedom. 
Flattery had plac'd her among the Beauties, and Favour 
voted her a Wir. She was fond of the Promotion, and 
by. an innate Pride, common to the Sex, aſcribed rhe 
whole Preferment ro Merit, and nothing to Courte ſie. 
Now this Lady ſo gawdy in Conceit, could not endure 
to receive Reproof for Incenſe, nor unpalitable Truths, 
for fawning Courtſhip. She dreaded a ſincere Tongue 
no leſs than a true Glaſs, and would no more fuffer her 
Conduct to be queſtion d, than her Complexion. Euſe- 
bius indeed had handled her Ladyſhip without Ceremo- 


ny, bur her Diſeaſe Was Mortal: Like an honeſt Sur- 


i he would nor ſpare the Saw to flatter the Patient · 
oweyer, he ſtep'd not over the Rules of Breeding, — 


— 
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kept Within the Bounds of Decency : Bur he could not 
applaud ber Follies, nor cannonize her Irregularities. She 
was wedded to the World. He told ber ſhe embrac d a 
Shadow, that once would betray her Hopes, and thwarr 
her Expectation with diſappointment: That ſhe might 
retrieve her Folly by 4 timely Divorce: But that Di- 
latory pat-offs are generally follow'd by an untimely 
Repentance, Euſebius might have expected from her 
Court Breeding, a civil Return for ſo chatirable a Ca- 
vent. Emilia was in the Wrong, bur ſhe would not be 
ſet Right. She poſted to Hell, yet would needs be told 
ſhe took the high Way to Heaven: And becauſe the good 
old Gentleman poſtponed her Favour to her Happineſs, 
and refuſed to purchale her bonnes graces at the Expence of 
her Soul, the flew into a Fury, and repaid his Charity with 
Satyr and Declamation. Nay, ſome affirm Paſſion had 
almoſt ſtop'd Reſpiration, and that ſhe had certainly ex- 
pired of '# Syncop, had ſhe'nor taken Coach and rhrown 
off the ſtifling Humour in the Boſoms of a Female Juntto, 
with whom ſhe paſs d the Evening. [1 
Emilia found. the Ladies in a Commotion, their Con- 
verſation was clamorous and too earneſt ro be indiffe. 
rent. Tndeed a kind of Sourt-Eaſt Wind had ruffled rheir 
Temper, and blown their Tongues into Diforder, The 
French Packet-boat brought over the Alarm, and Lucia 
( ſo I call the Lady) paid rhe Poft a Shilling for the Mor- 
tiſieation: To be ſhort this Gemlewoman enrerrained an 
Envoy at the French Court, to give Intelligence how 
Modes ebb d and flow'd ; when they firſt appear d; when 
like to expire; which were more proper tor forry, which 
for ſixteen; which for a tiling, which for a ſetting Beau- 
ty. She received freſh' Advice, that the French King 
had forbid the wearing of Gold Lace, and that all be- 
low a Counteſs lay under the Prohibition; that he had 
clip'd Commodes, and taken the Sex a Story lower; 
that rhe Dutcheſs of Burgund immediately undreſs d, 
and appear d in a Fontange of the new Standard; that bis 
Ma jeſty had à Defign againſt Top-knots; and bad paſs d 
in Counſel an Act againſt the Tranſportation of aſhes 
and Pomatumry. CRIES 1 5 
This une epected Intelligence wrought like diaturbirh 
cum Rhea, Paſſion fluſh'd in their Faces, and burſt out of 
their Mouths, The Grand Lewis was commanded to — 
. | r, 


& = Suppleivent to the firſt Part ' 
Bar, and: pronounced guilry of a' high Miſdemeanour j 
he was handled by this Female Bench as Chavaleerly, as 
the Salamanca Doctor by Sir George Fefferies; and his 
exorbitant Power receiv d more; Laſhes in an Hour, than 
at the Hague, or Vienna in a Twelve-monttn. 

The Son (ſays one) in all his Voyages never ſaw a 
more Imperious Prince; he drives at Univerſal Monar- 
chy, his Defires out- ſtretch bis Dominions , nothing is a- 
ble? ro glut his Ambition but the Slavery of * ; be 
has beſieged Towns theſe threeſcore Years, now he falls 
fowl upon Faſhions, and hectors at the Toyler as he buffs 
„ 

This is (continued another) an Inroad upon our Pri- 
vilege, and à manifeſt Invaſion of our Right; to model 
Dreſſes is the chief Branch of our Prerogative; nay, it's 
dur proper Chattle, in a Word, it's an Employment en- 

tailed on our Sex. | 
Indeed I am teld ( ſays a third) French Laws reach 
not our Iſland ; they are contraband here no leſs than 
their Wines: but tho there be no Commerce of Trade 
there is of Modes: We are always French without, tho 
ſeldom within; and tho we hate their Soldiers, we dote 
on their Taylors and Semſtreſſes. We ſhould therefore 
{ee the Waiters, and ſieze on the reform'd Ware at the 
landing ; nay, and indict the Seamen upon the Statute 
of no Commerce with France. | | 
Emilia expected a Queve with Impatience, and now 
ſhe thought to eaſe. her Mind; and to lay open the Cauſe 
of her Chagrin to the Company. Alas! (aid ſhe) our 
Privileges are not only rifled at Paris, they are clip d at 
London: The diſtinguiſhing Marks of Birth and Title 
are defaced; and the Maid ſtands on the ſame Level 
with my Lady: Then ſhe entertain d the Club with the 
Dialogue between her ſelf and Euſebius, and follow d 
the Text with an exaſperating Comment: Nay, ſhe miſ- 
repreſented the Diſcourſe to fit it for Satyr, and foiſted 
in ſome grating Expreſſions to provoke Reſentment: 
The Harangue tired rhe Audience, and almoſt threw a 
Leaſh of Ladies into Fits. They loft Patience and even 
Breeding : Paſſion ſiezed on Reaſon, and Revenge gave 
Liberty to the Tongue. When Spight and Impotence meet, 
nothing is more clamorous and extravagant. 
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of the Gentleman Iuſtructed. xiij 
But above all Emilia was remarkable: Nature had 
fayoured her with a voluble Tongue; and her mercuri- 
al Temper heated with Revenge, improved its Motion 
to admiration: So that it run at the rate of ten Miles 
an Hour, and laſn d Euſebius without Mercy or Iuterru 
tion. They leave Monſieur at Verſailles to chaſtiſe Buſs 
bius at London: He was to be brought upon his Knees 
firſt, and then to do Penance before the Congregation : 
But theſe ſevere Reſolutions were the Effect of the firſt 
Hear. Time cool'd their Fury, and wrought  'em 
into Terms of a more reaſonable Satisſaction. They 
thought therefore fir ro compound with the Gentlemen 
upon theſe Articles. 1. That he craved pardon of the 
Ladies, for affronting their Character in the Perſon of 
Emilia. 2. That he acknowledg'd the Doctrine he had 
ad vancd was Hererodox ; rather ſpoken out of Inad - 
vertence than Malice, and more to carry on Diſcourſe, 
than to impoſe an Obligation. 3. That theſe Words of 
our Saviour be perfect, rather intimate a Counſel than a 
Command: And that they concern neither the Dutcheſs, 
Counteſs, nor Gentlewoman. 4. Thar the foreſaid Per. 
ſons are exempt from the Cumbrances of the Goſpel, 
and lie under no Law but of their Pleaſure. Emilia and 
Lucia drew up theſe Conditions, and were deputed by 
the Juncto to preſent em to Euſebius. In the mean time 


the good Man went to Bed, never dreaming of their 


Deſigns ; and ignorant of the — theſe two Cabals 
had. cut him out for the next Day's Employment. 


' DIALOGUE in. 
Euſebius lays open the Irregular Conduct of Ladies. 


Pi and Lucia drove away betimes the next Morn- 
ing to Euſebiuss Lodging. They generouſly for once 
broke their Sleep to execute their Commiſſion ; and ex- 
'd their Health ro the Morning Vapours, for the com- 
— Concern of the Sex. Euſebius ſtarted at the Earli- 
neſs of the Viſit, and began to ſuſpect this unuſual Ap- 
rance (like monſtrous Births ) portended a Turn of 
State ; or threatned Inundarion, or Earthquakes: a 
i 8 
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tiſe by Candlelight, and to ſex aut before the Sun, is not 


only a Breach of Quſtom, but 4 Violation of the Cere. 
monial of r they muſt not begin their 
Journies till Phebus has almoſt ended bis, nor lay down 
to ſleep, till he prepares ro riſe. However Euſebias re- 
membred his Duty in the height of his ſurpriſe, and re- 
celved the Deputies with a Reſpect. He wauld tain 
have regaled em a Diſh of Chocolate, but they refu- 
ſed' che Olffer: For indeed they had already by way ot 
ID wo themſelves againſt the Serena with a 
EC Hoist © 4592; 23071 | 

Emilia open d her Commiſſion and read her Creden- 
tials ; then, I am ſent (ſaid ſhe) by a ſelect Committee 


of Ladies to r You are, Sir, (I pre- 


fume econtinu'd Ie) too guilty ro. __ the Charge, and 
roo much a Gentleman not to ask our Pardon, 
*:Buſebius could ſcarce keep Countenance at this unex- 
J Harangae; and indeed had nor her Ladyſhip wept 
tke April, he might have turn d the Scene into Farce and 
Comedy. © Indeed the wept ſo heartily one would have 
thought her Favourite Lapdog lay gaſping, or that ſome 
Ameriean Planter had kidna pr the little Animal, to tranſ- 
Plant the Species into Virginia. It was not Repentance 
or her Sins melted her Heart, and drew down theſe 
plentiful Showers : No, no, Vexation alone open'd the 
_ Flood-gates ef her Eyes, and caſt her into this whimper- 
ing Diftemper, Eufebius ( as l ſaid) bad Catechized her 
Ladyſhip; arid ſhe took his freedom in dudgeon: She 
miſtook his Charity for Diſreſpect, and thought her ſelf 
affronted, becauſe he pay'd leſt Reſpect to her Follies 
than to her Perſon ; for great Ladies expect Flattery e- 
ven for thoſe 'Extravagances for which they gre in Dan- 
ger of ſuffering Fire and Brimſtone hereafter, Now the 
very Sight of 'Bayſ6b;us boil dup her Reſentment io the 
Brim, and becauſe it found not an eaſie Iſſue through 
the Tongue, it brake'a Paſſage through the Eyes. 
-  Euſedizs ſeeing Emilia in this dd uation thought open 
Rallery unfeafonallle, and yet he could not refolve to be 
Serious. He rook therefore à Mean, and between Ear- 
. neſt and jeſt; yon are, Madam, I perceive, {aid he, a 


blick Minifter ; and this Lady is your Aion. Wh 


wv not 1 adverciz'd of yo Coming? I might have prey 
par d "the Sophe; ar borraw'd her Majeſties Coaches to 
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of the Gentleman Tuſtiaited. x 
conduct you to Audience. But ſeeing you are pleas'd rg 
appear Incognito, let my Ignorance apologize for this poor 
Reception. | Aber: £3; 4660 
You tell me, I am guilty of Zeze Majeſty againſt La- 
dies; certainly a Crime of ſo monſtrous a fize would flie 
in my Face, unleſs my Memory were ſhort, or my Con- 
ſcience harden'd, Yer though Age hath not wore out 
rhe one, nor my Morals ſeered the other, I am not conl- 
ſcious of the Treſpaſs. No, I reſpe& their Quality, and 
have a Regard, for their Perſons, when attended by Me- 
rit and waired on by Vertue; bur when I find no Fund 
of Excellency, bur the feminine Gender ; a dignified 
Husband; or a gawdy Manto, I referve my Eſteem for 
more deſerving Objects. | 
Luc; How, Sir! Have you the Confidence to plead not- 
guilty before Emilia? Refreſh your Memory, caſt a Re. 
fle&ion upon Yeſterday's Converſation ! Was it genteef? 
Was it managed by the ſtrict Rules of Decorum ? You 
forgot her Station and your own, 2 
Euſeb. You muſt not wonder, Madam, if I deny the 
Indictment ; the Law allows it ro Criminals, its the Stile 
of the Court. Now I ſuppoſe you will nor -refuſe me the 
Privilege of the Bar. But however, I had I confeſs the 
Honour to argue a Point with Emilia, and the Misfor- 
tune to diſpleaſe her. Vet the Offence was meerly per- 
ſonal, it reach'd nor the Court, much leſs the whole E 
I preſume every Woman is not Legion. And that Af. 
fronts like Diſeaſes are not propagated by Sympathy. 
Luc. Yeu ſtruck and wounded the whole Sex through 
Emilia's Side. Did you not preach up Vertue, not only 
as an Ornament ro Quality bur as a ſtrict Obligation? 
= you not lampoon our Conduct, and expoſe our Be- 
aviour?ꝰ | | 
Euſeb. 1 rold Emilia Vertne was her Duty, and I have 
Scriprure for my Warrant, Pray fly in the Face of the 
Haly Ghoſt, and bring in an Action of Scandalum magna- 
zum againſt our Bleſſed Saviour. He pinches I affure 
you, upon Grandure and Title, and Values more a Dairy 
Maid with Vertue, than a Princeſs without it. I ventu- 
red alſo to compare the Practice of Ladies with their 
Duty; and after a ſerious Application, I found the one 
bore no Proportion with the other. They jarr like Con- 
ttaries, and can no more be reconcil d than Contradicto- 


ries, 
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tries. If I arraign the Exceſſes of ſome, twas only to re. 
form them. Charity guided my Tongue, not Satyr. In 
fine, I endeavour'd to correct their Failings, without out- 
raging their Perſons, or inſulting their Quality. Now 
ray Ladies, Where is the Harm ? Is it not true, Thar 
od created the World for Man, and Man for himſelf > 
And are not Ladies comprehended in this general End of 
the Creation? Will they reſign all Claim to Heaven? 
Or make off the Yoke of Dependance? Are they not 
therefore obliged to ſerve God both out of Intereſt and 
Duty ?. Is not this the fundamental Stone of our Religi- 
on? The Capital Maxim of the Goſpel 2 The whole 
Load of Chriſtian Promiſes and Preceprs lean on this Ba- 
fis. And as God has obſerved no Mean in his Favouts to 
us, ſo he has put no Bounds to our Obligation. Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart. This is Scripture Ladies; 
Its not only God's Word, but his Command; and I find 
no where that the topping Females lie without the Pale 
of the Precept: But perhaps you are better read in 
Sbalſpeare than Revelation. e 
Luc. God be thank'd, Sir, we know the Catechiſm. 
Do you Suppoſe we receiv d our Education in the wilds 
of America ? | | | | 
"Euſeb. I queſtion not your Knowledge: It's bard te over- 
look a Truth God has ſtampt within us. That we were 
made to ſerve God is the firſt Leſſon we learn: But by 
Misfortune we ſeldom look behind the Principle: We ne- 
ver take into Conſideration the Conſequences ; For if ir 
be true you were meerly created for his Service and Glo- 
ry, every Action that warps from this Point is excentri- 
cal and irregular :. it's a violation of your Duty, and 
carries you from the End of your Creation. Be pleas'd 
to ſurvey your Thoughts and Deſires ; calculate your 
Words and Actions; and then tell me, Whether they 
hanker d not more after your Satisfaction, than God's 
Service ? Whether they aim'd not more at the obliging of 
Senſe, than at the Diſcharge of your Duty? And yet 
you believe you were placed in. this World to ſave your 
aul: Thar your only Buſineſs is to ſa ve it: That though 
'ou gain the Univerſe you loſe all unleſs you fave it: 
Permit me to disbelieve you in this particular, Or to con- 
clude your Reaſon to be diſorder d. 


1 


Emil, 
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Emil, Take your Choice, Judgments' work no Altera- 
tion in chis t You will ſcarce think us but of Chriſtianity, 
nor judge us into Bedlam: Bur pray, What unfortunate 
Conttellarion reign'd at our Births > What fatal Influence 
ir dubb d us Fools or Infidels ? The Dilemma is unkind: I 
5 might add ungentile. Iafidelity in a Reform'd Nation 
f bas ſomething of the Monſter: And 4 re, where 
> much of the Beaſt; Does aur Diſcourſe betray any Di- 
* ſtemper of the Head ? Or our Practice any Symptoms of 
d a depraved Will? 2s - 
i- Euſeb. Should you ſee a Man ( whilft his Eſtate lay 
le gaſping) ſaunter from the Play-houſe ro the Tavern 3; 
1. lleep till Ten in the Morning and revel till Twelve at 
0 Night: Baſtinado his Lawyers, and Challenge his Judge 
71 to a Duel: Would you nor conclude this Gentleman va- 
; lued Indigence above an Eſtate ? That he was fond of 
d Poverty? Or compleatly rigged out for a Journey to 
le More-Fields ? * F | 
in Emil. We ſhould queſtionleſs infer, he had a Mind to 
| disburthen himſelf of the Incumbrance of Lands; and 
" to try the Charity of the Congregation, Bur pray paral- 
Is lel not our Behaviour to this Coxcomb's Extravagance, 

| Buſeb. By no means; for how can I compare things 
r that have no Proportion, or Analogy 7 This Coxcombs 
re Folly can only throw him into Poverty, and thoſe ttou- 
y bleſome Sequels that wait on Indigence, light Dinners 
e. and fowl Linen: And yet this Misfortune may by 
ir Care and Induſtry be rerrieved, and muſt End. But 
0 Ladies muſt expect more diſmal Conſequences of their 
i- Negligence : For Heaven loſt is never found, and Hell 
id Flames once lighted are never extinguith'd. Lan 
4 Luc. Nay, now we are fallen on the Topick of ter- 
ur nity we ſhall never end. You are chop d upon the Text 
V of Pedanrs, upon the common Theme of Cant. You 
58 intend to fright us into Bigotry, and to ſcare us into Sla- 
of very. We know God has -prepar'd' a Heaven for his 
et Friends, and a Hell for his Enemies, and that both ate 


ar everlaſting ; but we know alſo whilft we do no Harm we. 
ph incurt no Guilt, and by Conſequence no Puniſhnient. 

8 Euſeb. Hell indeed is 4 very common Place, the Road 
n. coc it is plain, and always crowded, fo that it's well Peo- 


pled: Nay, and the Citizens, like thoſe of old Rome, are 
in great part Lords, Knights Ladies; and — 
9 vuege 
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vilege of rhe, Corporation runs for Eternity. You are 
| N 15 me)) With chis Truth; However, 
1'take the freedom to rub up yqur Memory, and I chink 
a_Touch, of it ſometimes, it be only in Glance 
and Cypher, is ſeaſepable: For 1 confeſs a Doubt has 
Han cruelly in my Head, Wbether the Knowledge of 
ur , Firſt-rare Morrals of both Sexes reach d the Center? 
I 11 ſpent ſome. Reflections upon their Conduct, and 
0 q. Hell ia their Practice, but not in their Belief. 
have compared with Grief, Pagan Rome with Chriſti- 
n London, and read in the Practice of this, the Infide- 
by of the other, Their Actions. are ſo uniform, one 
muſt conclude their E ions are the ſame; and tbat 
dur Engliſh Hopes and Fears, ate confined wholly. to 
the ent as well as the Rmant. For, in fine, [theſe 
Pagan Ladies were litter d to Camgus Marsius, ours 
are coach d to Hide.- Park; if they ſheer d off to the 
eatre, ours drive home by the Play-houſe; they had 
The Balls, we are not behind-hand/ in this Dive rſion. 


he Roman Ladies hung Provinces in their Ears, and car- 
ed the price of Kingdoms on their Backs; and their 
Vaniry ſwell'd to that Exceſs, that nothing but a De- 
cree of the Senate, was able to put Bounds to its Extra- 
vagance, Indeed our Banks are leſs furniſh'd than thoſe 
of Rome ; and ſo our Engliſh Vices muſt be content with 
„ eiae: We are: nat attended by a Train of 
Slaves, nor carried, on the Shoulders of Gauls, or Ger- 
mans; our Pendants and Necklaces may want ſome Ca- 
ract of the Ancient Bravery, but generally they weigh 
| more than our Lands, and Lordſhips; they. eat up our 
lebe, and prey upon our very Titles, So that tho' our 
Vanizy has leſs Pomp and State, its attended by more Folly. 
I confeſs Venus and Cupid have no Altars in eur Chur- 
ches, yet tho' they are clear of Idols, Idolatry goes on: 
Like Michas we worſhip theſe lixtls Proſtitutes at home 
with Ephods and Theraphim, and turn the whole Year 
i050 a Lupercalia: We build, I mean, ro this Procureſs 
and Pandar Altars in our Hearts, out of the reach of 
Parliament or Church-wardens ; and ſacrifice (not Doves) 
but all our Thoughts, Deſires, and Actions to thoſe Lew 
Divinities. For pray conſider, Do not Loye-Intrigues rake 
up the Time 0 Chriſtians, as well as of the old Pagans ? 
And are they not carried on with as much Heat and Ce- 
58 | | remony 
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ony at London as at Rome ? Can Hiſtory inſtance. one 
act of Incontinence that we have not adopted by Pra- 
ctice? Nay, the Copies we draw out- do the Originals; 
and we bluſh as little at thoſe Crimes our Religion con- 
demns to Fire and Brimſtone, as the Pagans at thoſe 


' Jdolatry placed in Heaven. 


Now, who can draw any other Conclufion from ſuch 
a Reſemblance of Practice, but a Reſemblance of Be. 
lief? And that England tho Chriſtian without, is no 
leſs Pagan within than America? For what is the Diffe- 
rence, but that our Name is better, and our Vices worſe, 
I have heard that a Japoneſe, by the Inſtruction of a 
Divine, conceived a high Idea of the Chriftian Religion; 
bur all the Rherorick ot the Preacher was unable to Cring 
him over till he had taken a Journey into Europe. With 
the firſt fair Wind he ſer Sail for Goa, be doubles the 
Cape of Good Hope, and lands at Lisbon ; He travels 
over Europe ; He examines the Bebaviour and Employ- 
ments of Chriſtians, he compares their Lives with their 
Belief ; the Looſneſs of their Actions with the Severity 
of their Precepts; and finding no Proportion between 
the Doctrine and the Practice, he concluded Chriſtianity 
was Mummery and Romance: Thar we did not believe 
in Europe, what we preach'd in India; and in fine, that 
Chriſtianity was rather a Myſtery of Iniquity than 
Godlineſs. For he could not conceive it poſſible, for ſo 
many Millions to. run counter to the Laws of their Pro- 
feſſion, and to combine to confure by an univerſal Pra- 
ctice all the Articles of their Creed. Can Men ( ſaid 
he) who profeſs a Goſpel of Love and Amity, outrage 
their Brethren, and welter in the Blood of their neareſt 
Relations? Can Men who are bid to lay up all their 
Treaſure in Heaven, place their whole Concerns upon 
Harth ? Can they take up here; as if they were never to 
remove, and ſettle with Satisfaction in the very Place of 
their Exile? Can Men believe Chriſt ſuffered for their 
Sins, and yet crucifie him in their Oaths ? Or that God 
will avenge Crimes, and yet commit the blackeſt without 
Horrour or even Scruple ? Can they believe Luft is for- 
bid, and at the ſame time make it their Buſineſs to ex- 
cite Fleſh, and whip on the Paſſions to Exceſſes even be- 
yond their natural Nees! To plunge into Debau- 
ches leſs upon Appetite, oor by way of Exploit 2 
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xx A Supplement to the firſt Part 
Gallamty ? This poor Idolater could not conceive how 
Chriftians Conduct could vary ſo prodigiouſly from their 
Tudgrtients : How their Law couid teach Morality, and 
theit Actions breath Impiety. And ſo return'd into his 
Country with this Perſuaſion, that our Religion was all 
Arcifice, all Criminal, or all Chriſtians Infidels. 
Emil, Well, Scolding is a Song of two Parts; If you 
take one, I may be tempred to take the other, Provi- 
dence {poil'd a good Surgeon to make an ill Gentleman. 
Your Ge, 
much Pleaſure in the cutting up of a Fault, or in read- 
ing upon the Soars of your Neighbour, as a Doctor of 
the College in the anatomizing of a Malefactor taken 
from the Gibbet. Take your way, lampoon the whole 
Race of Chriſtians, and make a Satyr upon the Nation. 
Yau have aſſumed the Office of Cenſor General, and 
what will you gain but Enemies and Reproof ? 

Luc. His Invective, Madam, reaches not us, we do 
no Harm; Our Conduct is innocent, and our Behavi- 
our belyes not our Profeſſion, 

Euſeb. I am not diſpos'd to libel Ladies, nor to bur- 
leſque Mankind, But I am concern d in earneſt, to ſee 
People in ſpigbt of all ſolliciration ro be Happy, run head- 
long like crown d Victims to their Ruine. To ſee Chri- 
ſtians claim a Right to the vaſt Promiſes of our Redec- 
mer, and at the ſame time to break thro' all the Princi- 
ples that ſupport the Title. You fix your Security upon 
this wretched Maxim, I do no Harm. Suppole it true; 
Will this enſure your Happineſs ? 85 | 

Lou have certainly conſider'd, Matth. 25. You have 
read the Parable of a Maſter, who call'd his Servant to 
Account for a Talent. Be pleas'd upon my Recom- 
mendation to turn once more to the Place: Ir ſeems de- 
ſign d for your Ioſtruction; weigh the Drift, and ſtop at 
every Circumftance, This Man deliver'd his Servant a 
Talent with a Command to lay ir our ar Intereft : Bur 
reflecting on the one fide perchance that the Bank was 
ſunk, and the Security queſtionable; and on the other 
that his Maſter was ſevere, and exacting, he thought it 
a piece of Policy to ſecure the Capital; and reſtor d it 
immediately at his Return. But the Maſter treats the 
Man with Hear and. Outrage, I and Idle Servant, He 
receives the Talent with Indignation, he coops * in 
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of the Gentleman Inſtructed. xi 
Jay! ; and then condemns him to Weeping, and gnaſhing 
of Teerh, Now this poor Wretch was neither J hief nor 
Murtberer ; he neither waſted his Lord's Goods, nor ali- 
enated em. It's true, he laid not out the Money to In- 
tereſt; but he ſecured the Principal: And if he did no 
Good, he was charg'd with no Harm. Notwithſtand- 
ing this plea brought him not off; he was found guilty 
of Negligence and Idleneſs, and received both Sentence, 
and Puniſhmenr, 2 

So that, Ladies, the very Ground of your Security was 
the Cauſe of his Damnation. He was unprofitable, but 
not wicked; he increas'd not his Maſter's Stock, nor 


did he embezilir. You pretend you do no Harm, but 


confeſs you do no Good; you do nor ſerve God, and will 
not offend Him. If this Pretence did not protect the Ste- 


ward, nor ſtave off the Sentence, Why ſhall it plead 


harder for you; unleſs perchance the Female Sex has 


Right ro more Indulgence than the Male; or that God 


will have regard to Quality; or that the Court lies out 
of the Verge of his Jurisdiction ? | 
Bur in good earneſt Ladies, Do you no Harm? Is it 
not Harm ro wander from the Cradle to the Coffin in a 
Labyrinth of Amuſements eirher vain or childiſh? Is it 
no Harm to tire your ſelf upon the Concerns of this World, 
without ſpending one Thought upon the Affairs of the 
other ? Is it zo Harm to play the Prodigals, to lavifh 
thoſe precious Moments of Time that Compoſe your Lives 
upon Balls, Masks, and Dreſſing ? Perchance Education 
has given you falſe Notions of Time; you are ignorant 


of its value; you are perchance apter to look upon it as 


a Burthen, than a Favour, as a Drug that lies upon your 


Hands, than a Treaſure. Suffer me to diſabuſe you, 


Nothing is more valuable, nothing more precious than 
Time, every Moment is worth an Eternity; the Bliſs of 


the Saints is bur the reward of Time well husbanded; 


and the Torments of the Damned are the diſmal Effects 
of Time miſuſed, Do you comprehend the value of 
Grace, or of the bearifical Vifion ? This Grace, this bea- 
tifical Vigon are the Price of Time, The Damned Souls 
can never ſoften Sat moe tho' they weep eternally z 
tho they groan eternally under the Weight of his ſeveri- 
ty; and yet in one Moment of Time aſſiſted by his 
Grace we may cancel the _ flaming Sins, we may re- 
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w gor Claim to Heaven, and return to his Fayour. 
ſineſs therefore and Miſery, and both eternal, de- 
pend on Time. Ver you do no Harm when you miſpend 
it, nay, when you labour more to milapply it, than God 


requires to manage it to Advantage. 

"Jo many Wretches ſulter in Flames without Pity, or 
Interruption p And yet they burn for the very Principle 
„ou maintain, that it's zo Harm to trifle away Time, 
ut, Ladies, Flames have reſtored em to their Wits, and 
brougbr em to à juſt Acknowledgment of their Error: 
I bey deplore heir Miſtake with fruitleſs Tears, and 
draw from their late Repentance no lenitive but Defpair, 
They cry louder for Time, than the unhappy Dives for 
Water, and prize a Moment, above the Waves of the 
Ocean. Would God expoſe Time to ſale, the Number 
ot Cbapmen would equal that of the Reprobates. How 
many Empires would Alexander, Ceſar, and Meſſaline 
give up for one Hour? Bur alas ten thouſand Worlds will 
not purchaſe a ſingle Mament. Is it then wo Harm to 
ſaunter away our Lives, and like Children duck-and- 
drake away. a. Treaſure able to buy Paradiſe ? In fine, 
Ladies, our Death-bed Wiſhes that ſue with ſuch an E- 
nergy for a Moments Reprieve demonſtrate Time has a 
real value: For why fhould it appear ſo deſirable, when 

the moſt gawdy Vanities of the World raiſe Contempt. 
Emil. So, Euſebius has pronounc'd our Dooms ; we 
are already damned in Effigie, nay and all Mankind in 
lem and Hieroglyphick. Are you not affraid, Sir, of 
ing torn to Pieces by the Street Infantry? Do you feel 
no Pangsof Com ion for ſuch Antichriſtian Aſſerti- 
ons? I could no more ſleep with ſuch a weighty Sin up- 
on my Conſcience, than I could breath fifty Fathom un- 
der Water. What, Nothing but Hell and Damnation 
for poor Mortals after a plentiful Redemption? But I 
ſuppoſe you ftand off in Generals, and comprehend us 
not in your Sentence; for I thank God, I always have an 
Eye on the main Chance; I am at Peace within, and 

take Account of my Time. * 8 . 
Euſeb. Miſtake me not, Judicature is the Flower of 
God's Prerogative, he alone crowns the Vertue of the 
Righteous, and. puniſhes rhe Crimes of the Ungodly. I 
have not Survey d the Region of Darkneſs, nor perus d 
the Regiſter of Lucifer, ſo that I am ignorant of the 
. 
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of the Gentleman Inſirufted, xxiij 
Number of the unfortunate, and unacquainted with their 
Perſons ;. yer certainly if Scripture be the Rule of Good 
and Evil, if ir points at the Road that leads to Death, 
without ſtraining the Law of Charity, I may pronounce 
the greateſt part of our Beaus and Belli ate in a fair Way 
to Damnation. For who fteers by that Compaſs > Who 
follows that Guide? Nay in Defiance of ſelf Intereſt, 
Revelation, and Reaſon roo, we cut upon all the Maxims 
of the Goſpel, as if it were to be underſtood backwards, 
and that Vice ſtood for Vertue, Vertue for Vice, and 
Hell for Heaven. Bur it ſeems your Club is not like o- 
ther People; your Conlciences are Serene, without Stofm 
or Cloud, you enjoy within a ſweer Spring, a gentle 
Calm, as if the Halcyons had built tfleir Neſts in your 
very Souls. You make not a falſe Step from Fanuary to 
December, every Thoughr is Seraphick „every Motion 
more than'Chriſtian, every Moment of Time is managed 
with Thought and Confiderarion. It's piry Canonizations 
are out of Faſhion in ms you mighr elſe ſtand fair 
for a Place in the Calendar. But in good Earneſt is yaut 
Conduct ſo irreproachable > Do you allow ſo much 
Time to God ? So little ro Vanity? Let us try (if you 
pleaſe ) this Point by plain Fact: it deſerves Attention, 
Pray, then Ladies, hat is the grand Occupation of the 
Day? Between eight and nine in comes my Ladies Wo- 
man to range in Order and Method all the little Trinkets 
of the Toyler. She chuckles together a whole Covy of 
Eſſences and Perfumes, ſhe commands Combs to thei 
Poſts, Pomatums to theirs, Waſhes 4- la- mode to theirs, 
Here is Contrivance in Folly, and Confuſion in Order. 
One would take a Drefling-room for a Toy-ſhop, or 
Mercery of ſmall Ware. Nay, I have heard it compar” 
to an Army in Array, for the little Knicknacks and in a 
military Poſture ; ſome are divided into Batallions; o- 
thers into Squadrons ; ſome make up the left, ſome the 
right Wing; and I have ſeen a Corps de reſerve upon 
a Side - board ready for ſuddain Occaſions, A Frenck 
Glaſs a-la-mode commands in the Corps de bataille ; at 
his Beck the Patch-boxes March, Powders and Eſſences 
advance, Combs enter upon Duty; and then on a f. 
dain, halt, and now my Lady makes her intrado, and 
begins the grear Work of the Day. She conſults ber O- 
racle the G A 44 * 
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Whar Change ſince laſt Night time has wfought in 
ber Complexion, . wher er it carries on its Approaches 
with ſpeed ; or Whether in draws hear the Glach, and 
when, probably it may waſter the Out- wor Aõ 2... 

And now ber 200 ip bran 
Powgers raiſe Clouds in the Apartment. She trims up 
the Commode, dhe places it ten times, unplaces it as often 
Withour being lo fortunate as to hit upon the Critical 
Point. She models it to all Syſtems, but is pleas d with 
none. For you muſt know ſome. Ladies fanſie a Vertical, 
others an Horizontal Situation; others Drels by.tbe Nor- 
tbern Latitude, and others lower its Point ro forty! five 
Degrees. At length ſhe comes ro the Patches: Here is 
Plea. for Fancy, and Room for Invention, no wonder 
en if rhe Operation takes up T ime, and calls for Study 
and Reflection.; it's. hard io reſolve upon the Number, 
harder upon the Size, and much more eaſie to billet an 
e eee eb Patch its proper Station. 
Twelve ſtrikes before her Cheeks ate inlaid, and ber Face 

] checker d l mode. And when. ſhe has baited the 

bambermaid, and ſtroaked her Lap-dog, in comes Din- 
ner 5. down 5 firs not to eat, but to fret; one Diſh is too 
High. [eaſon' another too low; this is too ſweet, that 
too ſower ; the Pigeons are too lean, the Pallets roo fat. 
Slace ber levee, She only named God when ſhe told the 
| Cook, God ſengs Meat, and the, Devil ſends Cooks, Here 

3s the great Ge of the Morning, this takes Madam's 
Thoughts this, runs away with her Care, and ſweeps a- 
way 

22 thrifty of Time, ſhe — it to Account, theſe 

ours (no doubt} are  wilely-employ'd ; they are laid 

ig Adyantage, and will fructifie to a Miracle, 

| 3: now the Evening Employment calls upon her. She 
ſteps into _the Coach, drives to the Exchange in the 
rand; flom 5 enge to Cbeagſide, and at her Return 
KHkes in at Pater-noſter-row, In one Place ſhe learns new 
Aion, bere ſhe cheapens Silks, there China Diſhes, 
fe Perfames, there Pomatums. She coaches the Ware, 
pd leayes a Billet for, the eck ning. Being cleared of 

ufneſs, ſhe's fir for Piyerſion. She poſts therefore to the 
Park, where ſhe ſuppoſes every one admires her. Some 

ndeed are air ith her Drapery, - whilſt others pity 
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ef ibe Gentleman Iuſtructed. wee 
ment, that ſhe is richer without than within, and that her 
Wir iparkles leis than her glorious Equipage. She makes 
the Round, enquires Who is come ro Town ; who has 
flipp'd aſide into the Country; who is lately married 3 
who lies in; and having diſcharged her Commiſſion, 
and delivered her Errand, ſhe rowls Home by the Play- 
houſe z unleſs a Ball or a ſecret Aſſignation deſire her Pre- 
ſence, This is a Ladies Life in Epirome, her Employ- 
ment in Shorr-hand. One Days Work is the Copy of a- 
nother, and one Year ſhews the Practice of forty, c 

And now Ladies which Action of the Day bids fair for 
Heaven? which calms your Conſcience, and puts you our 
ot Apprebenfion of à final Miſcarriage ? Which diſtin- 
guiſhes the Chriſtian from the Pagan ? The Heir of Para- 
diſe trom the Child of Lucifer ? I fanſie the Chineſe 
Dames (who are Strangers to the Joys and Terrors of 
the other World) rake the Scheme of their Lives from 
the Plan of yours. They work by your Sample, and 
copy the European Original. They while away their 
time upon Trifles; they dreſs and undreſs as you do; they 
idolize a little Body, that once muſt fall in the Grave, 
and repair with Artifice the ravage of the Age; they 
ſteer by the Impulſe of Senſe, and follow the Current of 
Inclination. Eaſe is the Object of their Wiſhes, and Ver- 
tue of their Averſion. If the Lives of Inſidels and Chriſti- 
ans carry ſuch a Reſemblance, I fear their Ends will bear 
the.ſame Proportion ; For how can they march on in the 
ſame Road, and nor arrive at the ſame Term ? | 

Tue. Here is a Libel upon the Sex, and the Character 
is obliging ; bur the Picture is raken from Imagination, 
not from Life. It's a Daſh at Random; an Eſſay of Wir 
to {port the Faculty, and to breath the Spleen, I per- 
ceive you ſeldom frequent the Church; for 4 you vouch- 
ſafe to make an Appearance there on the Lord's Day, you 
would ſee.the Ladies in the Pews, as well as in the Park, 
or in the Boxes, Ted: 

Euſeb. I beg your Pardon, I had almoſt forgot the 
Sabbath Occupation. Sunday is a Day of Reft, and fo 
Ladies ſtand Religiouſly to its Primitive Inſtitution, i. e. 
they conſecrate it to Sleep and Repoſe; it's a Day of 
Vacation too, and by Conſequence the moſt proper Sea- 
ſon for Phyſick. I knew a Lady ſick of a Chronical Di- 
temper, char puzzled the Doqgor, and threw the Aporhe» 
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cary into Fits of Amazemenr. Its Symptoms were extra. 
ordinary, and its Accidents without Preſident; She was 
in a perfect State of Heakh and Vigour all the Week, 
and always diſcompos d on the Lord's Day ; nay, I was 
inform d ſhe diſcern d by the Beat of the Pulſe a Feaſt 
from a Feria, without the Help of poor Robin. But pray, 
Madam, what Motive leads you to Church ? Sometimes 
you appear to reach, ſomerimes ro learn new. Faſhions ; 
pe alſo you have fail d in the Return of a Viſit, 
and nothing but an Apology in a Holy Place can atone 
fot the Bteach of a Ceremony ſo Sacred. I take it for 
granted you diſclaim the Quality of a Suppliant; why 
elſe do you diſdain the Poſture? Kneeling is indeed im- 
proper (I mean impertinent) for thoſe who have no In- 
clina cion to pray: Nay I ſuſpect. (without the Conſent 
of Queen and Parliament) you have enacted to your 
ſelves the Prophant Part of Darins's Law, of making no 

Petition to: GO. | 2 
Tell me ingeriuouſly, do you nor enter into the Church 
as Caligula did into the Temple, not to pay, but to re. 
ceive Homage ? Do yeu not fanſie a Place on the Altar 
becomes your Ladyſhips better than Silver Candleſticks 
or Baſons ? I grant upon Occafiens the Fame of a cele- 
brated Preacher may decoy you into the Sanctuary, and 
ſo Curioſity ſubdues Sloath, and one Vice makes room 
for another ; but then his Rherorick runs away with 
your Attention, not his Morality ; you hearken to Criti. 
iſe or Applaud, not to Learn. In ſine, you flock to the 
Pulpit as the Romans did ro their Roſtrx, ro bear Oratory 
and to ſee Declamarion, and thus you Coach back to 
pm Lodgings. All theſe Sins you carry d ro the Sermon, 
es a (ufficient” Cargo you overtook in the Street, or 

pickt up in the Congregation. 2 „are 
And as in the Morning you far down to laugh and chat 
with your Pew Fellows; ſo aſter Dinner with the Hea- 
thenifh Jews, you riſe to play, the Table · cloath is removed 
to make Place for the Cards, Did Gaming keep within 
2 of 's meer Recreation, -perchance a Ser after the 
vening Service might be tolerated. But alas l Liberti- 
niſm and Avarice have given it the Freedom of the City; 
Its erected into a ny as well as the Society of Tay- 


lors and Haberdaſkers- In a Word, it's become a Calling; 


nay 2 laborious and {cryile one too. Ladies wit nd 
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of the Gentleman Iuſtructed. xxvij 
arudge at it Day and Night, they give up their Privilege 
10 hy Remiſſion. Laws both human fy divine —— 
provided for the baſeſt Mechanicks: The very Sabbath 
is no Day of Reſt and Relaxation to them; this Trade 
goes on, when all orher Shops are ſhur, and ( to confute 
the common Excuſe, we do zo Harm) Sometimes at one 
ſitting a Child's Portion is truckt for a {wing on the Rack, 
which Lunaticks are pleas'd to call Diverſion. , 

Luc, Well and where is the Harm in all this? 

Euſeb, Nay, Madam, if this Failure be little in your 
Opinion, I fear your Conſcience will appear leſs. What 
Harm to prophane the Church and the Sabbath too ? 
Why it's a Complication of Sacrilege and Inſult; and 
do theſe Crimes ſtand for Cyphers in your Caſuiſtry. They 
ſtrike directly at your Maker, and almoſt imply Atheiſm 
by Illation; they wound your Neighbour alſo by Re- 
flexion, and claſh with Juſtice and Nature. For is not 
Juſtice violated, and Nature outraged, when you Card 
or Dice away a Labourers Sallery, or a Child's Portion ; 
unleſs perchance our Engliſh Proverb the better Day the 
better Deed, SanCtifies the Action. Well I perceive rhe 
Sex is impeccable, unleſs ir Vaults over the two Tables 
of the Decalogue together, or ſwallows Sins like Cattro- 
way Comfirs, by the Dozen. 

The Ladies fare all this while upon the Tenters, and 
receiv'd the Mercurial, as they ſwallow Pills, with wry 
Faces in Abundance ; they broke off.che Homily a hun- 
dred times, and as often ſprinkled the Diſcourſe with Ex- 
poſtulation, their Paſſion flow'd too faſt ro be pent in; 
they were neither able ro keep filence, nor to ſpeak to the 
Purpoſe ; and Anger that loos d their Tongues fertered 
their Reaſon, Bui Euſebius endeavoured to ſooth em 
into ſome Terms &f Moderation; he defir'd their Atten- 
tion for a Moment, with Aſſurance they ſhould have time 
to interpoſe : He proteſted that he intended Inſtruction, 
not Satyr, that he honoured rhe Sex, but fawn'd nor on 
is Vices, But the Comment upon their Sunday Behavi- 
our, ſpoil d all, he might as well have reaſon'd down a 
Hurricane, or argued the Cholerick Ocean into a Calm, 
as Complement theſe Females into Silence, Their Re- 
ſentment had taken Fire, and all their Paſſion boil d over 
with Noiſe and Tumult. In fine, Impatience ſtept into 
he Coach. box, and drove their Ladyſhips 3 Is 
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Bounds of 'Decency. Euſebius had read that Non-reſift. 
Ance tames Fury, whilſt Oppoſition, made it; that like 
FORO Horles, it runs faſter when you draw in, than 
wen you looſe the Rains: He therefore gave Way to 
their Sallies, and receiv'd ſome Diſcharges of Chaſe 
Sbot. At length the Humour was drain'd, and the Tem. 
peſt ended in Serenity. And as Topers drink themſelves 
ober, ſo theſe Ladies talked away Impatience, and vex'd 
themſelves into a good Humour, | 
The Storm being over, Ladies (continued Euſebius) 
Can ſuch a Conduct ſtand with the Belief of an Ererni. 
ty 2 Can Women throw Time away with ſo little Cauri. 
on, who are perſwaded their A depends upon the Ma. 
nagement of it ? Can they put any Streſs upon the Ex. 
1 Hauen of future Happineſs, who perch with ſo much 
E erneſs upon preſent Satisfactions? You would do 
all ro face your Practice with your Profeſſion ; to ba. 
lance what you receive in Hand, with what you expect 
in Reverſion; to run up to your Baptiſm and recolle& 
your firſt Engagement; for the World is a bewitching 
thing, and without Care it will bubble us, and put upon 
vs with Trifles, and when once it has got the Aſcendant, 
*ewill foment Ignorance for an Excuſe of Liberty; 'twill 
bribe a Man's Conſcience, and Subpene Reaſon againſt 
bimſelf: For certainly its Promiſes charm Senſe, and a 
preſent Poſſeſſion tranſports Nature; but you ſhould re- 
member that Ratsbane is made with Sugar, and that the 
moſt ſweet Poiſon is generally the moſt ſwift and mortal. 
Ler therefore Health rake Place of Pleaſure, and ſcorn 
to die of the childiſh Diſeaſe of Liquoriſhneſs, 
Euſebius had continued, but Neander's Arrival put 2 


Stop to his Diſcourſe, He came to lead him to Theoma- 


chus the Atheiſt, and was ſurpriſed ig ſee his Friend in 
ſo extraordinary an Engagement. I atn ſorry ( ſaid he) 
to interrupt your Converſation, and muſt make a ſmall 
Apology for my Inciviliry, But indeed I had rather be 

uilty of the Breach of Behaviour, than of my Word, 
f promis d laſt Night to conduct you to your Ad verſary; 
the Time draws near, and he expects your Appearance. 
Euſeb. We Men of Arms are expos d to Surpriſes, I 
fell this Morning into an unexpected Ambulcade, and 
found my Quarters Storm'd, before 1 received any Intel- 
ligence of an Enemy. In à ſhort Time I hope to diſen- 
2228 n | | Babe 


gage my ſe f, and to compoſe rhe Buſineſs 4 “ 


of the Gentleman Iuſtructed. i 

417 
we muſt ſue Theomachus for a Ceſſation of Arms ti to 
Morrow, and then we'll open the Campaign, Ne 
ſent his Man with a Letter to Theomachus, who acqui- 
eſced ro the Propoſal. 

In the mean Time, Emilia turning her ſelf ro Neander, 
ſpoke thus. Though I have not the Honour of your Ace- 
quaintance, I am glad of your Arrival, Your Mein tells 
your Birth, and methinks I read good Nature in your 
Forehead. Euſebius has treſpaſs'd upon our Patience, He 
has hand led Quality with the Rudeneſs of a Carman, 
and flouriſut upon the Conduct of the Sex with Unde- 
cency of Application, and the utmoſt Strains of Clowne- 
ry. Nay he throws us out of Senſe, and will not allow 
us any Tincture of Morality, | Indeed his Civility and 
Judgmenr are both of a Size : Providence ſeems ro have 
ſent you ro our Reſcue, = 

Neand. Madam, Her Majeſty has not honoured me 
with the Dignity of Knighthood, and ſo I lie under no 
particular Obligation to defend diſtreſs d Damſels. How- 
eyer your Quality commands my Aſſiſtance, and your 
Beauty my Eſteem. 

The Complement took to Admiration; Joy poſted 
through every Joint, and charmed the Lady into a plea- 
ſing Humour. She who before ſpilt Gall and Vine- 
gar, by a ſtrange Metamorphoſis became all Honey, all 
Sugar, She had ſeen Forty, ſo that her Complection 
was in its Wain, Her Charms had ſtepp'd over the Me- 
ridian, and touch'd ſome Points of the Ft : Yer ſhe 
buoy'd up the Decays of Nature by the Support of Arr, 
and flung ſuch a comely Varniſh on theſe Breaches time 
had made, that like Jeuxis ſhe miſtook Life for Impo- 
ſture, the Effects of her Vanity for the Work of her 
Creator, and the Relicks of Age for Beauty, Nay ſhe 
yentur'd once to confeſs in good Company Fifty Years 
weigh'd leſs on her Shoulders, than thirty on her Face, 
Yes, faid She, whilft my Cheeks wear June, let my Hair 
put on December, 

A Compliment therefore ſo 4 propos, ſo agreeable to her 
Inclination caft the Lady in a andy and laid all Re- 
ſentment aſleep. She became leſs untractable and more 
docile, ſhe defired to learn not to diſpute, but rather to 
amend her paſt Conduct than to defend it: In Effect ſhe 
heard Euſebius with Attention: | This 
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the Goſpel ? 
than Judgment; and I always revenge my ſelf on ſuch 


This ſuddain Change has often made me. conclude: 
that Lenirives are more proper for Womens Conftitutiong 
than. CorroGves, They may be ſooth d into their Duty, 
bug not hectored. A kind Word is more per{waſive with 


them than a ſtrong Reaſon. 7 n 
"After ſome Rerollection Emilia return d Neander 21 
f ent ſor his; and forgot not to inſinuate the Va. 

hae ſhe put upon his Eſteem. turning to Euſebiu, Wl a 
Sir, (aid ſhe} © undertake not the Defence of Ladies: ¶ b 
Nane are without their Failings, and fome nor without WM q 
Crimes: And I confeſs that the Number of thoſe is len n. 
Who live up to their Profeſſion, than of thoſe who diſho. p 
nour it. Some ſquare their Conduct rather by the Goſ- 7 

P 


pel of Senſe, than of St. Merthew : And others are better 


dert d in the Art of dreſſing than of living well. But why Ml V 


maſt the General be laſhr for the Faults of Particulars? Ml to 
Let the Correction, and the Diſorder go together, and br 
ler thoſe who carry off the Pleaſure of a bad Action feel 
the Puniſhment, Muſt Lacretie be hooted at for a Pro. 
ſtirure, becauſe Maſſaline caſt off Shame? Muſt Sy/ann 
beat Hemp in rhe ancient Palace of Bridewell, becaule 
Hellen left Menelaus for a Gallant ? Or Fudith ſtand for ber 
a Fury, becauſe Fezabe! deſerved the Title ? I hope . Ml che 
minſter-hall IJuſtice is leſs partial than yours, and the Ar- 
reſts of our Judges better Complexioned. We are all ber 


( as I have ſaid ) li to Miſcarriage ; the beſt princi. Ne 
| trip ſomeximes: For Nature ptovoked by Senſe, and of 
 rouzed up by Temptation, is apt to rebel againſt Princi- I Rat 


0 ple. And then the Odds are vaſt on Nature's Side, not 
* Chr 


Wonder if Ladies train d up in the Art of Beha. : 
| 


viour overlook — of Morality, and perſwade 
by their Practice they are better acquainted · with Sd. 


People 
the Civil Virtues of the Court, than the Theological of IM his 


Luc. Madam, theſe Saryrs, rather flow from Paſſion 


Toys with Silence; Contempt blunts the Edge of a keen 
Lampoon better than Reaſon, and no Reply diſappoints 
the Author, and throws him off the Hinges. In a Word, 
Euſebius s Railing is no Credible Qualification, it's a cer- 
rain Symptom of a deſperare Cauſe. For who flings Dirt 
that has another Weapon at Command 2 


| ws, Euſeb, 
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- Euſeb. God forbid 1 ſhould follow thoſe ſparks, who 
having been the Dupe of one Woman, impeach the whole 
Sex as Complices of bis Diſappointment, No, no, if 
ſome Women deſerve blame, others cannot be prais'd too 
much: Their Verrues are above Panegyrick, and their 
Merits above the Flight of Eloquence or Hyperbole, 

Who can read the Book of Fudith without Admiration 
and Tranſport ? This great Lady ſeem'd to be fram d a- 
bove the Spheres by the Hands of Angels. Valour e- 
qualled her Beauty, and Vertue ropp'd both. She had 
nothing Feminine but the Sex: Never was Grace better 
plac d than on her Brow; it flaſn d a Mixture of Charms 
and Terror; the darted Love, and commanded Re- 
ſpect: She attackt a proud Conquerour at the Head of a 
Victor ious Army, and ſubdu'd his Heart with her Face, 
w take off his Head with his own Sword. In fine, this 
brave Amazon fill d the AHHrian Camp with Confufion 
and Bet halia with Triumph. She ſtopt the Conqueſts of 
an ambirious Prince, and the Ruine of an innocent City. 

What ſhall I fay of the great Sr. Catharine, Wealth, 
Dur h, and Beauty enter d into a triple Alliance againſt 
her Vertue. Hell join d Force, and Idolatry Cruelty to 
the Confederates. Vet ſhe defeated their Defigns, and 
rais d a Trophy to her Sex, and an eternal Monument to 
her Vertue upon their Ruine, for ſne overcame the Vani- 
ty of Philoſophers with her Learning, the brutiſh Paſſion 
of an amorous Emperour with her Chaſtiry, and the 
Rage of Hangmen with her Conſtancy. Flartery could 
not bend ber Courage, nor Wheels break it: She liv'd a 
Chriſtian, and died a Marryr, 

St, Ambroſe ſeems to have ſpent all his Rhetorick upon 
St, Agnes; yet his Words fall ſhort of her Action; and 
this Child did more than Eloquence can expreſs, Her 
Piery was above her Age, and her Vertue above Nature, 
The Courage of this young Lady over-matcht the Forti- 
tude of Alexander, and few Men at Threeſcore arriv'd 
at that Love of God ſhe breath'd at Thirteen, Her Bo- 
dy was too little ro receive the Sword, though not to 
overcome it, and altho' ſhe was too young for Torments, 
ſhe was ripe for Victory. The Spectators trembled whilſt 
ſhe ſtood unconcern'd, and the Execurioner that gave the 
Blow ſhew'd more Symptoms of Fear, than * ſhe that re- 
ceiy d it: In fine, ſhe fell in the Combat, and went 5 

wi 
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wih Victory: For as St. Cyprian notes, tho Martyrsdie, 
they are not overcome, and they are invincible becauſe 
they brave Death. Vinci non poſſunt, & mori poſſunt, & 
hoc ipſo invicti ſunt, quia mori non timent. 7 
The wiſe: Conduct of Clotilda drove Paganiſm out of 
France, and tais d Churches to the true God on the Ruins 
of Polytheiim. She ſofrned the Obſtinacy of her Hus. 
band by inſtruction, and poliſhr the Ruffneſs of his War. 
like Verrues with rhe Practice of Morality ; and at laſt 
brought this great Prince from Paganiim,' and the whole 
Kingdom to Chriſtianiry, Hermenegildes owes his Faith 
to the Piety of his dear Ingundes, for he had died Arian, 


if this Orthodox Princeſs had not made him Catholick. 


In a Word, God ſeems to have train d up Ladies for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel. A Martha, and a Magdalen 
receiv d our Saviour into their Houſe, before they let him 
into their Hearts ; they refreſh'd in Berhania his tired 
Limbs afrer the Fatigues'of bis Function ; and when one 
Apoſtle berray'd him, and the others abandon'd him, 
Mary follow d our Lord to Calvary; and there durſt min- 
ber innocent Tears wich the Sacrilegious Cracifige's of 
the Rabble. When the Apoſtles doubted of Chriſt s Re- 
ſurrection, ſhe proclaim d it without Hefitation ; and in 
Recompence of her Faith Chriſt commiſſion d her to al- 
ſume the Office of Apoſtle ro the very Apoſtles, Where. 
ever God ſpread the Goſpel, he provided a Lady to tur- 
ther ir. Helena planted the Faith in the Roman Empire, 
Ceſarea in Perſia, Gezela in Hungary, Ogla in m=—_ 
Dambruca in Polony, and Ethelburga in Germany. Id all 
theſe glorious Enterpriſes Ladies led the Van, whilſt Men 
only brought up the Rar. They marcht only upon the 
Traces of theſe great Heroines ; and broke through the 
Barriers of Fleſh and Blood, when they had plain d the 
Way by their Example. 4 
Indeed ſuch noble Inſtances of Vertue are leſs Nume- 
rous in our deprav'd Age, than in the Days of our Fore- 
fathers. Yer many Ladies draw their Lives by their an- 
cient and moſt admir'd Originals; I could name ſome 
of Figure and Title, who live in this World like People 
who knew they muſt live Eternally in the next. They 
are Meek without Sheepiſhneſs, Affable without Aﬀecta- 
tion, Reſerv'd without Diſſimulation, and Grear without 


Pride. They reconcile the Highneſs of their Rauk * 
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ths bumble Principles of their Profefſion, they diſpute 


the firſt Place without Vanity, and ftoop to the loweſt 
without ſtepping an Inch below their Station. Here is 
Scripture in Practice, and Perfection in Life and A- 
ction. . 

'N:an, Pray, Ladies, let this Panegyrick atone for the 
Satyr 3 if Euſebius has firuck the Sex with one Hand, I 
aſſure you, he ſtroaks with the other; he dafhes the 
aigre with the doux, and handſomly mingles Reproof 
with Inſtruction : He has Balms to heal, as well as Cau- 
ſticks ro bliſter ; and when he has breathd a Vein, he 
cloſes the Orifice with a Swathing hand. In a Word, he 
has knockt his own Libel on the Head, and like the Scor- 
pion is both Poiſon and Antidote. 

Emil. Good Nature is come upon him, and his Breed- 
ing is return'd to the Cure; he ſpeaks now like a Gen- 
tleman as well as an Orator, and I promiſe him a fine 
Audience, if he'll preach in the Pulpit upon the ſame 
Subject. , | 

Pray ( ſaid Neander, turning himſelf to Eaſebius) fa 
vour us With the Cauſe of our Ladies Misforrune ; for 
I call it a Mis fortune to deviate from the Rule of their 
Profeſſion, and to fruſtrate the very End of their Crea- 
tion. 

Euſeb, Ics indeed a Misfortune, but almoſt Univerſal ; 
ir's ſpread over the whole World, and affects the whole 
Species. Emilia has toucht the Cauſe, ill Education: 
This is the faral Source of their Miſery, the true Origin 
of all their Failings. Young Ladies are brought up as 
if God created *em meerly for a Seraglio, and that their 
only Bufineſs was to charm a bruriſh Sultan: One would 
think they had no Souls, there is ſuch a Care taken of 
their Bodies ; thar God bad enacted a Salique Law as 
well as the French, and excluded the Sex from the Inhe- 
ritance of Heaven, | 

The ſeven Years of Infancy are ſpent meerly in the 
Entertainments of Senſe ; they are yer ſuppos d unfic for 
Inſtruction, and ſo their little Paſſions ſprout up without 
Check, and increaſe without Controul. But under Fa- 
vour though in an Age ſo tender Children cannot be diſ- 
eiplined by Reaſon, they may by Senſe: For I cannot 
ſee why their Pafſions are not in a Capacity of being 
moderated, ſo ſoon as they are in a Condition of being 

c excited, 


e 9 
4 Supplewent to the firſt Pert 
a excited, for though they are not ripe for Precept, t 
— Fear, r Careſles ; and thus we 12 
the Nurſe oftentimes Frowns and Fawns the moſt tro. 
ward Infants, into a good Humour. Some Reſtraint 
therefore ſhould be put upon their diſorderly Propenſions 
even in this Nonage; for if you ſuppoſe a Child to be 
Brute at Seven, and treat him meerly as ſuch, in all 
robability you. will make him continue ſo till Ten. But 
alas this rimely Care is quite forgot; little Miſs ( like 
Mamma's Lap-dog) is careſs d till ſhe. is fir for nothing 
but to play or fleep. The little Creature muſt ſleep on 
Silk, and feed on porable Gold, like 8 Bartholomew Pop. 
pet ſhe is wrapt in Gold and Silver, and practices Vani- 
ty, before ſhe knows the Lin. ry 
_: So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs is led into 
the Drefſing-room ; She is taught the great Myſtery of 
the Glaſs,;and all the important Secrets of the Toyler, 
Which Waſh, clears the Complexion, which conſerves, 
and which repairs ir, Theſe are neceſſary Prolegomena i, 
or Prev to the Science. A Man may as well be a 
perfect Mathematician without the Knowledge of an An- 
gle or Circle, as a Lady can be, a Graduate in the Philo. 
opby of the Dreſſing- room without theſe Peſtulatums. 
For Beauty being the chief Object of a Lady's Care, 
ſhe muſt. help Nature with Art, and poliſh the Work of 
the Omnipotent with a French Waſh ; ſhe muſt fence it 
- againſt the Aſſaults of Hears, the Excurſions of Pimples, 
and the dangerous Inroads of the Small Pox. She muſt, 
in fine, expoſe her. Life ro ſave. her Completion, And 
then to mould her Shape to the Court Standard, what 
Pains does the Mother take on the one Side, and what 
a Martyrdom does the Child undergo on the other ? Her 
Feet are condemn'd to the Scorch Boot, and her Body to 
to the Torment of the Preſs. She is pen d up in Iron, 
and forc'd to trail her Perſon. Beſides, the poor Crea- 
ture is put to a ſnort Allowance of cold Water, or tied 
up to a Pittance of Barly-broath, and muſt keep a con- 
tinual Lent in Spight of our Statute Book. One would 
thiok Hunger was a Propriety of the Sex, and Faſting 
the topping Qualification of a young Lady; her Mother 
will nor ſuffer her to grow up to her Joints, nor to have 
all rhe Fleſh and Bones God deſign'd her. And thus ſhe 
is rack d without and within for the Satisfaction of Ma- 
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dam, and the whole Body is ſacriſic d for Shape and Co- 


lour. 


Aud now Miſs leaves the Nurſery to plie at the Dan- 
cing- School, and to finger the Guitarr, or the Virginals; 
and when ſhe has maſter'd a Minuer, and an Air Ala- 
mode; when ihe can practice a Brace of Grimaces, and 
wave the Fan, Good God! how Mamma Tirters ; ſhe 
is now fledg'd for the World, and ſets out for Company, 
Bur ſhe muſt beware of Reſervedneſs, and fence againſt 
a Biuſh ; tor theſe are Country Vices, Symptoms of Ru- 
ſticy , Crimes againſt Breeding, and the Freedom 
of the Town, She is therefore taught a qualifying Em- 
beliſhmenr in rhe Court Dia ect calld Aſſurance, in the 
Chriſtian Confidence ; and thus ſhe morrgages Modeſty 
for Behaviour, and almoſt robs the Woman to equip the 
Lady. | 
In the mean Time, Age cotnes upon her, Paſſions ger 
a Head, Temptations follow without Number, Defires 
without Bridle, and Vanity without Check. She is a 
Stranger to the Doctrine of Self- abnegation, and unpra- 
ctiſed in the Methods of Reſiſtance: She knows nor 
what it means to balk Appetite, nor to ſubdue Senle ro 
Reaſon, She has been ſer up by the Mother for a little 
Goddeſs, and the Family adores her like a Houſhold Di- 
vinity, The Frowns of this little Creature raiſes Storms, 
and her Smiles Fair Weather ; you muſt no more croſs 
her, than offend rhoſe Stars, that in the Pagan Theology 
rain'd Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe who diſdained 
to ſalute em. 

What a Tragick- Comedy did I behold at my Lady D's; 
I thought Folly could not riſe to ſuch a Height of Extra. 
vagance, Mils had the Misfortune to be balkt in a Chil- 
diſh Enterpriſe ; the Houſe rung immediately of the 
Diſappointment, all was in an Uproar, all in a Confuſi- 
on: The Violence of the Paſſion caſt the Child into a Fe- 
ver: The Mother's Pulſe beat by the Daughter's, and be- 
cauſe Miſs was diſcompos'd, good Mamma took Phyfick ; 
and to carry on the Farce, the Chambermaid breath'd a 
Vein. I fancy'd my ſelf in Lucian's Iſland of Dreams, and 
that what 1 ſaw was Viſion and Rovery. For how (ſaid 
I) can Folly ſtrain ſo far ? Bedlam is unacquainted with 
ſuch Scenes of Madneſs, with ſuch Flights of Farce and 


Comedy: Had the Vixen Humour been frighted away 
E:$ with 
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wirh a lirtle Severity, the Fever had withdrawn, and 
Birch would bave wrought the Cure more efficaciouſly 
than Phy ſick, or Bleeding by Proxy. Thus Education 
adds Byaſs to Nature, and makes the Temper of Chil. 
dren more rugged, inſtead of poliſhing them. 

Beſides, Miſs is not only miſlead by the Fawning of 
the Mother, but too often poiſon'd by the Example of 
her Maid, If Betty has a Gallanr, ſhe is the Depoſitary 


of her Secrets, the-enters into the Intrigue, and is in. 


form'd of the Riſe, and Progreſs of the Adventure, Her 
Apartment is the Place of Aſſignation and Rendezvous, 
and by Conſequence ſhe is Witneſs of all thoſe Follies 
that wait on Love between Perſons, whoſe Paſſion is 
greater than their Conſcience, Such Spectacles ftain the 
Imagination of Children, they carve Devils in the Brains 
of thoſe, yet innocent Angels; and tho' at preſent they 
make no great Impreſſion, they will in time cut out work 
for her young Ladyſhip. They will awake the Fury 
of Love, and throw Fuel to this fiery Paſſion, for ſuch 
Sights, like the Italian Poiſons, work ſome Years after 
they are taken. The Memories of Youth, are extream- 
ly tenacious, and if they are ſullied with an undecent 
Object, will recollect it till ar laſt they tranſcribe it. 
Now whilſt the young Lady makes ſo fair a Progrefs 
in the Science of the World, ſhe is a meer Ignoramus in 
the School of Heaven: Queſtion her about Religion, ſhe 
is a Stranger ro the Language. One would think ſhe 
dropt from the Moon, or had been train'd up among the 
Cafres : She can (ſcarce diſtinguiſh a Church from a Syna- 
gogue, and knows no more of the Goſpel, than of rhe 
Thalmud, or Alcoran, And indeed, poor Creature ! How 
ſhould ſhe be inſtructed, bur by immediate Revelation? 
The Credenda of Chriſtianity are not infuſed by Nature, 
and the Agenda too are in great part convey'd to us by 
the Senſes. Now who takes Care to inſtill theſe Prin- 
ples into young Ladies ? The Mother has roo much Work 
on her Hands to underrake a new Employment, the Of- 
fice of Catechiſt is below her Level, it's ioo pedanrick 
and lexious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, and 
dores on Mirth and Levity. Beſides, fhe fanfies her Ob- 
ligation only reaches the Body, that the Soul lies our of 
her Juriſdiction; that if the firs the Child for the 
Court, or the Town, ſhe dilcharges the Duty of a Mo- 
ther. | Now 
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Now if my Lady forgets the moſt important Point of 
Education, will Betty remember it? If the Mother (like 
the Oſtrich ) abandons her young, and flies into the Wil- 
derneſs, will the Maid be more careful? Alas! perchance 
ſhe is as little vers d in the Catechiſm as Miſs, and knows 
no more from whence the came, or for what end ſhe was 
placed in the World, than a Child in the Cradle, And 
altho' ſhe were able to inſtruct, there is no depending on 
her Will, Servants are Mercenary, they have an Eye 
on their own Advantage, they drudge for their own In- 
. tereſt, not their Miſtreſſes; and by Conſequence to wind 
us - V 

| themſelves into their Favour, they entertain 'em rather 


ors with things that pleaſe, than with thoſe that proſit. 
the They are, in fine, a Race of Inſects that bask in the 
7. ak and cannor live without the Hear of their Ladies 
avours. | 
2 Now what can be expected from a Woman brought 
up in Eaſe, Luxe, and Vanity on the one Side, and in 
#4 a total Ignorance of Religion on the other? From a Wo- 
. man fluſhr already in all the gawdy Amuſements of Va- 


1 nity and Diverſion, and quite a ſtranger to any future 
— Expectation? Who will bridle Paſſion without Reaſon ? 
Or forego a preſent Satisfaction without ſome proſpect 
of a future To Sport down the ſtream of Inclination 
* is pleaſing; but to row againſt the Current is a fatiguing 
Employment, Now no Man will tug at the Oar with- 


ne out either the Hope of a Sallery, or the Fear of a great- 
he er Puniſhment. For Pleaſure without Torments in Re- 


0 mainder, is in moſt Men's Opinion preferrable to Vertue 
without the Expectation of Reward. Having therefore 
ſo faint Invitations to Good, ſo powerful, ſo bewitching 
5 llurements to Evil, we muſt not wonder it Ladies fol- 
ow thoſe Impreſſions, if Vanity over. rules Duty, and 
criminal Amuſements run down Morality. Thus equipt 
u. W young Ladies are conſigned to Husbands: They change 
their Subjection, bur not their Principles. With their 
x. WM Portion they bring all the Extravagances of their Child. 
hood, and ſeldom refign em bur with their laſt Breath. 


: The firſt Education finks deep, and in time twiſts its 
b. ſelf with Nature: You may with as much eaſe waſh an 


Ethiopian white, as preach an ill Principled Girl into a 
of , . ; 
vertuous Woman, Here is the Cauſe (Ladies) of your 


Misfortune, the Origin of your Diſtemper, 
ann * * Emil. 


| 
5 
[| 
{ 
| 


xxxviij 4 Supplement to the firſt Part 
Emil, Well] you have ſearchd the Wound, I hope 
you will apply the Remedy, Who knows the Cauſe of 
A2 Diſeaſe cannot be ignorant of the Cure, | 
Euſeb. My Profeſſion makes me unfit for the Employ. 
ment. However a Ladies Deſire is a Command, and te. 
quires Obedience. 


* 2 


— —— ” 


DIALOGUE IV. 
Ladies muſt avoid the Obſtacles to Vertue, 
Eaſeb. V Our Duty, Madam, branches, into two Heads, 
; You are a Chriſtian, and a Mother, "Theſe 
Relations call upon you ; God has plac'd you in a Stati- 
on that requires a double Care, and you muſt extend 
your Endeavour to the, Diſcharging of both; for if you 


fail in one, you betray your Duty, and your eternal 
Happineſs into the Bargain, | if | 


, - : . 
That you may act the Part of a Chriſtian with a Plas. 
dite; let your Thoughts dwell continually on this great 
Principle, That you are born for Heaven, and that this Life 
is but 4 fhort Paſſage to Eternity, It's but a Flux of Ms. 
ments that will end, It's a Stream that diſembogues into 
an Ocean without Bottom, without Limit, It's not ſuffici- 
ent for a Pilot ro know for what place he is bound, 
when he firſt weighs Anchor, and hoiſts up the Sails ; 
No he muſt carry it continually in his Thoughts, and in 
his Eye: This influences every Turn of the Stern; did 
he once forget the Term of his Voyage, he would wan- 
der on the Ocean at Random, and never reach the de- 
fired Haven. Paradiſe is our Country, the World a Sea, 
and our Actions muſt waft us over to that fortunate 
Iſland, Now how ſhall we follow the Rule, and touch 
the bleſſed Point, unleſs we daily conſider under what 
Degree of Latitude ir lies? The Prophet Feremy threw 
all the Miſcarriages of rhe Jewiſh People upon their In- 
conſideration, The Earth lies deſolate ( ſays he) becauſe no 
' Man will take the Pains to enter upon the Conſideration of 
bis Duty, And] fear the Miſeries of our preſent Nob: 
| | ry 
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licy ſpring from the ſame Fountain. Our Forefathers 
have handed down to us this unfortunate Negligence, 
and it has improved in the Journey, For did we ſeri- 
oully reflect, that we are born in this World to live etet- 
nally in another, and that our Vertues will be reward- 
ed with Glory, and our Vices with Fire; ſhould we tire 
our ſelves in the Purſuit of things meerly indifferent, 
— I and criminal 2 Should we like Children fer our Hearts 
upon Objects not only trivial, bur baſe and 1 * 

ble; and truck our Souls for a Rattle ? I ſay like Chil- 

dren: For what is the difference between them, and our 
High-flown Mortals; but that theſe deal in Money, Pa- 

laces, Plate, and Dimonds; and thoſe, in Babies, and 

ads, Hobby- horſes: So that at beſt, if the Folly of thoſe is 
ieſe more expenſive, the childiſhneſs of theſe is more inno- 


ati. cent. 


end | II. 
you The Doctrine of Chriſt muſt be your Guide, you muſt 


nal follow that road he has plained by his Example, and 
Points at in the Goſpel. As he has promiſed the Reward, 
ſo he has annex'd rhe Conditions, and we muſt make 
good theſe, before we can lay any Claim to that. 
an: Now the firſt is, that we withdraw our Affections from 
eat this World. Love not the World ( ſays he) its Maxims 
ife are dangerous, irs Converſation infectious, and irs Em- 
4. bracements mortal. Under the Appearance of a Friend, 
nto it masks Treaſon, and under the Diſguiſe of Plealure 
ci- real Torments, it daſhes Honey with Gall, and throws 
id, over Poiſon a palatable Reliſh : Its Principles clafh with 
s ; WM Chriſt's, and therefore you are warned to break off all 
in W Correſpondence on pain of forfeiring God's Favour, 
lid WW Whoever is a Friend to the World is God's Enemy. In 
n- effect Chriſt reads Leſſons of Humility in almoſt ever 
le- Leaf of the Goſpel ; The World preaches up Pride an 
2, WW magnifies Vanity. Chriſt commands us to contend for 
te Wl the loweſt place, the Word for the higheſt ; to pleaſe the 
ch one we muſt ſear our Neighbour above our Heads, and 
at we muſt throw him under our Feet to content the other. 


n- | III. | 
20 Now there being no Mean berween theſe rwo Ex- 
of MW treams; no Place for Neutrality ; Will a reaſonable 


i- WW Creature pauſe one Moment to what Side he muſt go 
J l C 4 over ? 


1 A Supplement to the firſe Part 
over > Whether Intereſt lead him to join with our Savi, 
bur, or to take up with the World his Enemy p The very 

Deliberation is no leſs Scandalous, than to debate, Whe. 
ther you ſhall apoſtatize from God, for a Correſpondence 
with the Devil; or deprive your ſelf of a real Satisfa, 
cCtion in this World, with Heaven in Reverſion, for Mi. 
ſery traveſtied, and Hell in Remainder ? 

Por think not, Madam, That the Followers of Chriſt 
muſt forſwear Pleaſure, and give up their Pretenſions 19 
preſent Satisfactions. Though their Deſires lodge in Hea. 
ven, God antedates their Bliſs on Earth; and gives em 
in Hand an Earneſt of thole Joys, they will poſſeſs here- 
after, For let me tell you, the Friendſhip of Heaven, 
the Senſe of our Miſtakes, and the Pardon of our Sins 
are tranſporting Prerogatives. Is it not a Pleaſure to 
contemn the World ? To be above all ſublunary Trifles ? 
And to be a Slave to nothing ? Is it not a charming Sa. 
tisfaction to have a clear Conſcience? To neither dote on 
Life, nor to fear Death ? Theſe are Delights above all 
the ſmooth Senſations of material Organs: And beſides, 
they lie out of the reach of foreign Accidents, they are 
always at Hand, and coſt us nothing, 


IV. | 

Now what are thoſe fine things the World offers, and 
we ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in ſhew, and evil 
at the Bottom ; they are poſſeſt with Fear, and loſt with 
Regret ; they pamper Senſe, and rack Reaſon; For, 

n fine, they are all reducd ro Concupiſcence of the 
Fleſh, Concupiſcence of the Eyes, and Pride of Life, i. e. 
to Senſuality and Honour: Theſe make up the World's 
Riches, and our Torment: Theſe are the Bleſſings fo 
much talk d of, ſo much adored, ſo dearly bought, and 
Joſt ſo gafily ; And yet they are a meer Sound, a Name, 
and nothing. Let us deſcend to Particulars, | 


1 WY 
The Concupiſcence of the Fleſh takes in all thoſe Plea: 
ſyres that cajole Senſe, and end in Brutality ; and what 
Effect do they work upon us? Why, they glide upon 
the Organ, they print a ſmooth Impreſſion, and lay us 
upon the level with Animals. So that all we dare ex- 
pet from ſenſual Satisfactions is, io be made aue 
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Men, and happy Beaſts. Now merhinks a Man's Brains 
muſt be ill placed, who pawns Conſcience and Heaven 
for a Prerogative, ſo ill favoured and abaſing. 


| . | Ss 

Let us ſuppoſe rhe moſt exquiſite Fowl of the Air flie 
to your Table : That France, Italy, and Spain furnifh 
you the moſt excellent Wines: What can raft Deſire 
more? Yer when once Nature is fatisfied,. rhe eating is 
no more a Pleaſure bur a Torment, For to feel rhe Sro- 
mack overcharged, the Body diſabled, and the fumes of 
Ragouſts in the Head is no great Satisfaction, unleſs Ex- 
ceſs changes our Conftirurion, and turns Pain into Plea- 
ſure, and Health into a Burthen. In fine, the Delight 
flaſhes away in a Moment, and the Surfeit ſticks by us a 
Fortnight: Ir preys upon our Vitals, and if it does nor 
choak em, it's ſure to diſorder em; and after ends in a 
Winding Sheer, 

Indeed, Hearing is not ſo Pleaſant a Senſe, it rather 
Courts the Soul than Storms, and if the Pleaſure it con- 
veys be leſs Boiſterous, it's generally more Innocent: But 
bowever, it's roo Airy to be durable, and too fleeting 
to be relied on, For, what is ir but a Perception of 
mov'd Air, that beats vpon the Tympanum, and gently 
drums upon accuſtick Fibres? And can any thing be 
more unmanly than to build our Happineſs on fo weak a 
Foundation? Beſides this Pleaſure is ſhorter lived, than 
thoſe Animals that cannot out live one Day, I have ſeen 
the ſame Hand that charm'd the Company the firſt Hour, 
tire it the ſecond, and thoſe very Stroaks that at firſt 
raiſed Tranſports, in the end grated upon the Ear, and 
became troubleſome, Indeed this Pleaſure is Luſhious, 
but ir gluts in a Moment, and like Sweer-mears breeds a 
Surfeit. Now methinks a Man muſt have a mean Valu- 
ation of Chriſt to leave him for a Touch upon an In- 
ſtrument, and a faint Idea of future Torments to be fid. 
dled and muſick d into Hell. 

Do not miſtake me; I am not for tying Damnation 
to an Airy Sonet. I know we may regale our Ears with 
a Ragous of Italian Symphonies without the Penalty of 
eternal Weeping; for I bave told you the obliging of 
this Senſe is more fooliſh than Criminal. But however 


the Effects are dangerous, for Muſick has a ſtrange al- 
| cendant 
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cendant over our Paſſions ; it heats and cools em, it ruffles 
and tranſports em, ir moulds and faſhions em to any Fi. 
gure; it awakes the Fury of Anger, and conjures up 
the Devil of Love: Aud theſe rwo Fiends drive full 
| ſpeed ro Hell and Damnation. Caution alone ſaved U. 
Hes. He would not truſt his Verrue with a fine Voice; 
nor his Philoſophy with a warbling Donna Margarita; be 
rather choſe to reſign the Pleaſure of a Sola, than to (ut- 
fer the. Misfortune of a Shipwrack ; and would not bar. 
ter his dear purchaſed Heroſhip for a Song. 

It were to be wiſh'd our Gentry of both Sexes carried 
Wax in their Ears as well as this Heathen General, their 
Occaſions often exact the Precaution, They ſteer be- 

tween the Rocks, and Syrens lie in Ambuſcade to en- 
ſnare em. In theſe Circumſtances the leaſt Overſight 
is mortal, if we don't keep at a Diſtance from the Whirl- 
pool, we ſhall be ſuck'd in by the Eddy. How many 

r want of Care have ſplit upon the Quickſands 2 Was 
not Madam V. plaid out of her Reputation, and violin'd 
into a Match below her Quality > And how many Gen- 
tlemen have been ſung our of their Innocence at the 
Playhouſe, and Muſick Meetings? 

I Tho' therefore Muſick in its ſelf be Innocent it's often 
fatal in the Conſequence, and ſtrikes us at Rebound. 
And this is enough ro rowze up a Chriſtian's Care; 
where Duty obliges him not only to avoid downright Sin, 
but the very Tendency to it, 

But alas! the Poiton lies not only in the Notes, the 
very Words carry Infection: They are ſoft and amorous, 
and either blame Honeſty, or provoke to Debauchery ; 
they either perſonate the Deſpair of an abandon d, or 
the Triumphs of a ſucceſsful Lover. Now what is this 
bur Stratagem io (er ill -Humours at Work, and to make 
ſoft Rhime a Conveyance to Deſtruction? And indeed 
ſome Songs exprels ſo lively ill Practice, that it's nor eaſie 
to diſtinguiſh the very Fact from the Repreſentation. 
And ſo the Minſtril inſtills all the Diſeaſes of Rage and 
Love he counterfeirs, . It's true the Tongue preſents the 
Poiſon, but the Ear drinks it; and both are guilty; for 
the difference of the Organ makes a ſmall Alteration in 


the Action. In fine, Ladies, ſuch” Madrigals are only 


fir to be ſung by the Devils, and to be heard by the 


VI. 
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VII. | 
The other Obſtacles that ſtand between us and the 
Compliance with our Duty are the deluding Pageants of 
worldly Felicity; fine Sights, a glorious Rerinue, and 
ſwelling Titles. Now what is all this Appearance but a 
Scene of Vanity ? That Philoſopher was not miſtaken, 
who ſaid, that the Juſt value of Things are known by 
their End, as Men by their Faces. And if we rake the 
Dimenſions of all human Happineſs by this unerring 
Scale, how thin, how little, how contemprible will it ap- 
r even to purblind Reaſon d 
Tho' we ſuppoſe it conſtant to our Intereft, that ir 
waits upon us to the Grave, we then muſt rake leave of 
it, and bid adieu to all thoſe Objects, that dazled our 
Eyes, and led our Hearts Captive, Nothing will be per- 
mitted to paſs with us into Eternity, but our Vertues 
and our Vices; thoſe to refreſh, theſe to torment us. 
God pronounc'd the Sentence of Death againſt the whole 
Race of Adam; and tho upon Occaſions he has diſpenced 
with other Laws, this has and will remain inviolable. 
The moſt evident Principles have been queſtion d by 
ſome, and deny d by others; all Errors have found Aber- 
tors, but I never read of any Man ſo extravagantly 
foohſh as to doubt of Mortality. The Church- yards 
oclaim this Truth, the marble Maxjoleas of Princes 
ivalge ir, and our dead Parents in a mute but empha- 
tick Language tell us, we muſt follow, In fine, it's de- 
creed that all Men mnſt die. Seeing therefore all worldly 
Happineſs will once expire, and perchance even when we 
expect no Alreration; What can ir deſerve but Scorn 
and Contempt? How can that be call'd a Happineſs, 
that ends in Miſery, and will be follow'd by Repenrance 8 
' Nay the Manner of leaving it is ofrentimes far 


more miſerable than the End is ſelf, The great Antio. 


chus (hen Proſperity run high) forgot he was a Man: 
Victory waited on his Standards, and Succeſs crown'd 
his Enterpriſes : But if his Felicity wag ſtupendious, the 
End of it was no leſs amazing. This glorious Prince fell 
firſt into a mortal Melancholy; then a loathſome Diſeaſe; 
his Bowels glowed with a raging Fire; and every Mem- 
ber that had contributed to his Pleaſure, increas d his 
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his Diſaſter, and doted on that fatal Moment he once 
trembled at. All the Treaſures heap d up Dy Rapine, 
were unable to purchaſe the lumber of an Hour. His 
corrupted Carcaſs exha led ſo inſupportable an Infection, 
that he was a Burthen to his Friends, and a Hell to him. 
ſelf, Thus he breath d out his wretched Soul in a Tem. 
peſt of Rage and Deſpair, and died rather the Object of 
Compaſſion than Envy. 9771 
What ſhall I ſay of Nero, Vitellius, and Andronicus ? 
They ſaw the World at their Feet, and ſparkling Diadems 
on their Heads ; they were rather worfhip'd as Gods, than 
ſerv'd as Men; yer all this Glory ended in Outrage and 
Infamy : The firſt fell by his own Hand; the others by 
the Cruelty of the enrag'd Mob, that rather ſtudied to 
torment thoſe unfortunate Princes, than to butcher em. 
Could Women mount higher than Fezabel, or Cleopa- 
tra? The one gave Laws to an opulent Kingdom, the 


other ro an Empire; both ſwum in Pleaſure, and were 


almoſt over-ſer with Proſperity. But alas! Their Gran- 
dure ( like rhe Ice of one Night) melted away in a 
Moment : The Babel of their Greatneſs ſunk under its 
own Weight, and buried em under the Ruins, The firſt 
was prey d upon by Dogs, and the ſecond fell by the 
Sting of a Viper. What reaſonable Creature would take 
theſe Peoples Felicity together wich their Miſery > Who 
would lead their Lives, and undergo the Cruelty of rheic 
Deaths ? Can any thing more clearly evidence the Baſe- 
neſs of human Greatneſs, than theſe ſudden Turns of 
Fortune. So that the Caithaginian Captain now mortal- 
Iy wounded, when he ſaw the World behind him, and 
Death before him, had Reaſon to read his ſurviving Bro- 
ther this ſeaſonable Leſſon. To pride, Dear Brother, in 


Greatneſs is a pompous Folly ; high Commands ſtand 


expos d to mighty Chances. The beſt built Fortune muſt 
yield ro Hazard, or ſubmir to Time: Nothing is certain 
in this Life but Death. What am I the better for having 
ſubdued Provinces by my Valour, and butcher'd Armies 
in my Fury; I feel at preſent that Violence others have 
felt from me. What vaſt Deſigns you rowl in your 
Brain? What Sieges? What Victories 2 But alas! All 
this is glorious only in Idea, great in Fancy, and nothing 
in it ſelf but Vanity: Read your Deſtiny in mine; and 
remember, that tho you eſcape the Stroak of ws 
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Natute will put a Stop to your, Atchievements. Here is 
Spirit and Hear, Pathos, and Emphaſis, and (what is 
more) Truth upon Experiment: And yet this Man was 
no St. Paul in a Pulpir, but a Pagan General in the 
Camp: He had but an imperfect View of the future 
Puniſhments that treads on the Heels of great Felicity. 


| VIII. 

If you will not ſtand to the Judgment of a Pagan, I 
will put the Iſſue of the Cauſe Jo your rhe, I 
muſt firſt ſear you in a Region above thoſe Miſts thar 
darken , Reaſon, and Biaſs the Underftanding ; and 
what Place more proper than the Death bed? Let us 
therefore contemplate your Ladyſhip in this Poſture 
ſtrugling with a burning Fever, without Strength, with- 
our Vigour, ready to leave all things, and to be aban- 
don'd by all. Your Head burns, your Heart pants, 
and the Violence of the Diſtemper hurries Pain into 
every Artery, You turn your ſelf into a thouſand Po- 
ſtures; but tho' you change Place, your Torment fol- 
lows, Your Bed of Down gives no eaſe, nor can your 
whole Eſtate buy ir, We will ſuppoſe, Madam Lucia 
runs through all the Arguments of the Stoicks, and mar- 
ſhals up all her Eloquence to raiſe your drooping Spi- 
rits, It's in vain, Dear Emilia, to ſtruggle againſt Mor- 
tality, there is no Recipe in the Diſpenſatory of Phyſici- 
ans againſt Death ; ir's a Debr we owe to Nature, and 
it muſt be paid. Bur at leaſt you will leave behind an 
bonourable Memory; you have acted a topping Parr, 


and you go off the Stage with Applauſe, Every one 


does Juſtice to your Merit, and even thoſe who envy 
your Fortune, confeſs you deſerve a greater. The La- 
dies admire your Wir, the Gentlemen your Beauty, and 
all your Breeding, Dryden has eternized your rare Per- 
fections in Verſe, and, your Name together with your 
Titles ftand at the Epiſtle Dedicatory in Folio; ſo that 
when you die, you will live by Proxy, and your Fame 
will ſurvive the Coffin. Will ſuch an Arheiftical Homily 
put an irregular Pulſe in Order 2 Will it heal a wounded 
Conſcience ? Alas! Madam, the Elogiums of the Living 
make weak Impreſſions on the Souls of the Dead. Tho 
I praiſe Cleopatra's Beauty in all Company, will ſhe be 
lels miſerable? Becauſe 1 admire the Power of Semira- 

2 


— 


Ali 24 Supplement to the firſt Pert 


mu, will my Wonder extinguiſh the Fire and Brimſtone 


that erernally. conſumes her ? Will Cræſus be Rich, be. 
cauſe I magniſie his paſt Treaſures > Will Alexander be 
at Eaſe, | becauſe I commend his Courage ? Or Sardana. 
palus in Pleaſures, becauſe he was once Happy ? Poor 
Creatures! They underſtand themſelves and their ſad 
Condition roo well to receive Flattery, and are roo em- 

harically miſerable to be refreſh'd with the Remem. 

rance-of paſt Follies: Thoſe that are laugh'd at by the 
Saints, and tormented by the Qmniporent, find ſmall Sa- 
risfaction in the vain Huzza's of Fools or Sycophants, 
They are praiſed where they are not, and are tortured where 


- 


they are. | 

And to come home to your Ladyſhip, give me the 
Freedom to pur you this Queſtion, When you find your 
ſelf upon the Brink of Eternity, will the Remembrance 
of your quondam Pleaſures open a Proſpect of Joy, or of 
Repentrance Will you ratifie your paſt Conduct, or 
deplore it wich Tears, or perchance with all rhe Pangs of 
Rage and Deſpair p Wül not worldly Happineſs you 
once rated ſo high, fall low in your Opinion ? And will 
you not wiſh rather to have contemned the glittering 
Vanities of the World than to have enjoy d em For in 


fine, Madam, you will chen acknowledge a Truth you 
have now no Inclination to learn; that your Buſineſs is 


not to be great, but gaod ; not to make a Figure here, 
bur hereafrer. Let me therefore conclude with the Wi- 
ſeſt of Men; Beauty and Complexion are vain, but 4 
Woman that fears the Lord ſhall be praiſed. 

And now methinks I have ſaid enough to perſwade a 
reaſonable Creature, that the dazling Preſents of the 
World are painted Norhings, varniſh'd Impoſtures, and 
gilt Illuſions. That tho' they ſmooth the Brow, they 
are too ſuperficial to fill the Heart, and rather faſcinate 
than delight; and yet theſe Toys are the only Barriers 
that ſtand between us and Heaven. Could we but once 


heartily fall out with em, and regard em as Snares ra- 


ther than Favours, Vertue would be planted without 
Labour in our Souls; ir would grow up almoſt without 
Pain, Bur whilft our Heart clings ro Earth, our De. 
fires cannor fly higher. They reliſh nothing bur Co- 
lour and Surface, and ſtudy to oblige Senſe, and to gra- 


tiſie Paſſion. Hence flow thoſe Sins that ſtab the * 
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ind lead it to Perdition; that cut off our Right to 
Chriſt's Promiſes, and give us over to his Menaces, If 
therefore you intend to live up to the Goſpel, you muſt 
break off with the World. This is the firſt Step to Ver- 
rue, a neceſſary Prerequiſite ro a Holy Life ; for Sin and 
Vertue can't lodge together. | 
Emil. You have held forth upon Love not the World 
to the Purpoſe, and have lafh'd Grandure, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure like a Galley-ſlave, Bur merhinks you have car. 
ryd Invective too far, and flouriſh'd upon Vanitas Vani- 
tatum beyond Meaſure and Juſtice, For if what you 
ſay be true, Chriſtianity pens up our Liberty in a nar- 
row Compaſs, and our Pleaſure in leſs ; and then how 
ſhall we reconcile that Freedom Chriſt purchas'd by his 
Death, to that Slavery you impoſe ? Did God create the 
World to tantalize us ? And ſhow the Beauties of the 
Univerſe meerly to throw us into a Fir of Longing? 
Luc. Let him talk Madam, Chriſt's Religion is Ca- 
tholick, our Creed is poſitive ; it is not cut out only for 
Job's and Lazaruss, but for Kings and Empreſſes. Why 
therefore muſt we diſmiſs our Equipage, or commence 
Apoſtates? Will you have Ladies turn off their Coaches 
to ſtalk in Pattins, like Mitk-maids and Oyſter-women? 
Muſt they melt down their Plate, and make- over their 
Fointures to the Blue- Boys of Chriſt's- Church? Under fa- 
vour, Sir, Chriſt is neither Leveller nor Tyrant. Not 
one Text in Scripture ries Sin to Silks, nor Damnation 
to Sattin; we may glitter in Silver here, and ſhine in 
Glory hereafter. fo *- 
Euſeb. I have indeed enlarg'd-upon the Text, Love not 
the World, but when the Enemy is upon the Coaſt, it's 
time to fire the Beacon. Is not a Caveat ſeaſonable, 
when you are within an Inch of a Precipice 2 Our Savi- 
our has thunder'd a thouland Moes againſt the World, 
and its beſott ed Lovers; he cautions us againſt its Charms 
both in Parable and Precept; and yet in Spight of his 
Command we run into its Embracements, and pawn 
Heaven for Trifles. Merhinks Warmth and Severity too 
are very warrantable on an Occaſion ſo preſſing and ex- 
traordinary, If a Merchant pur upon your Ladyſhip 
Briſtol- Stones for Emeraudes, or Venice-Glaſs for Dia- 
monds, would you frown upon a Friend for diſcovering 
the Cheat? The World impoſes. upon you a 
| in 
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Coin for Sterling, Tinſel for Gold, and imaginary Hap! 
ineſs for real Satisfaction. I have laid open the Impo. 
— and you complain I am too hard upon che Decei. 
ver. Is it fo obliging a Civility to protect your Purſe, 
and fo clowniſh a Service to ſave your Soul? Are Guineaz 
ſo precious, and Souls ſo contemprible ? So cheap ? 
Tou ſtand upon Chriſtian Freedom, but you ſtretch 
the Prerogative too far. For tho Chriſt has knock'd of 
your Chains, and freed you from the Slavery of the De. 
vil, he has not exempred you from the Subjection of his 
Laws: No, Madam, you live within his Juriſdiction, 
though you take a Ramble to the Indies ; and you-muſt 
obey his Command, or pay for the Tranſgreſſion. Vour 
Liberty therefore, zhough grear, is reſtrain d by Chriſt's 
Grant, and your Freedom is incumbred with Proyi- 


Nor did God Create the World to tempt our Vertue, 
bur ro poliſh it, for eur Uſe, not for our Vanity, and 
turniſh'd this noble Apartment for our Paſſage, not for 
our Dwelling. Uſe then the World, and love it alſo; 
but as Men do Phyſick meerly for Health. I would not 
counſel Ladies, nor Lords to eaſe themſelves of their Mo. 
ney, (as old Crates did) but then they muſt not over. 
look all the Laws of Nature to ſwell their Stock; they 
muſt not circumyenr and counter feit, nor daſh Things 
our of one Nature, and brew em into another. They 
muſt not uſe Light Weights, and-Falſe Meaſures, and 
haggle away Conſcience for a Penny, and Heaven for Six 
Pence: They muſt not rack Tenants to feed Luſt ; nor 
pay their Lackeys Service with Baſtinado's, nor their 
Chamber-Maids with ill Language. Ws 
If you remember, Madam, I told you at our laſt Inter- 
view you might alſo eat Wholſome Food, that you might 
Sleep on an eaſie Bed, and wear good Linen; that you 
might ſometimes grace the Boxes with your Preſence, 
and air your Body either in Coach, or on Foot. But 
then Chriſt forbids you to run ſtark Mad after theſe A- 
muſements, to devote all your Time to Diverſion, and 
not a Moment to your Duty, He forbids you to ſleep 
out the Day, and to dance out the Night, ro lead the 
Lives of - Bats, or Screech-Qwls, In fine, Madam, you 
may allow the Taſte ſweet Meats, and the Eye fine 
Sights, provided you truck not your Soul for * 3 
125 action. 
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laction. Let Senſe ſomerimes play; but then be ſure 
Reaſon ſtands upon the Guard, and keeps it within the 
Bounds of Moderation. For theſe animal Faculties are 
wanton and craving, and if left to themſelves, they'll 
vault over the Pale of Law and Duty, and wheedle in the 
Heart to follow their Ramble, This is St. Paul's Caution to 
the Corinthians, cap. 7. Let thoſe who have Wives be as if 
they had none, Thoſe that weep, as if they did not weep. Thoſe 
that rejoice, as if they did not rejoice, Thoſe that buy, as if 
they poſſeſt nothing, and thoſe that uſe the Goods of this 
World, as if they us'd them not. That is, though rheſe 
worldly Objects affect rhe Senſes, they muſt not touch 
the Heart, this muſt ſtand above their Reach, and be 
Proof to all their Sollicitations. It muſt, like the Sun 
that gilds the very Mire without being ſullied, paſs thro 
theſe killing Vanities without catching the Infection, 
Now this being ſo, we are not ſo confin d as you ima- 
gine; we have Liberty to be merry, though not to be 
mad; and I ſuppoſe this Abridgment is no Breach of 
our Magna Charta. 
Neand. Methinks, Ladies, Euſebius is Orthodox. He 
ſeems neither to tie up our Senſes too ſhorr, nor to give 


em roo much Line. He keeps within a juſt Mein be- 


twixt Severity and Indulgence, and neither ſets Appetite 
at large, nor the Goſpel upon the Rack. It's the Abuſe 
of worldly Pleaſures he blames, not a moderate Ule ; 
this ſtands with Chriſt's Law, and is practicable roo, If 
we keep a heavy Hand over Senſe, and upon Occaſions 
refuſe ir thoſe Diverſions that are lawful, we may eaſily 
withdraw it from thoſe that are forbid : Bur if we leavè 
it to irs ſelf, and lay the Reins on irs Neck, we ſhall find 
our ſelves in a Precipice, For who ever turns Nature 
looſe, makes the pleaſing Senſations of Senſe her End, 
and ſo becomes a Lady of Pleaſure, Now this Epithet 
in the Senſe of our modiſh Diale& ſounds barſh and ſcan- 
dalous, and indeed, in the more vulgar Acceptation it 
grates upon the Ear, for they are often incident; for that 
Lady who makes Pleaſure her Buſineſs, will catch at any; 
and if an innocent one comes not in her way, Paſſion 
will ſaggeſt thoſe that are nocent: And then, how can 
we perſwade our ſelves that ſhe who lives for Diverſion 
will refuſe the Occaſionꝰ ' 


d Emil. 
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Emil. You have remov'd the Obſtacles to a Chriſtian 
Life, pray inform us now in what this conſiſts, for I per. 
ceive we live under Poſitive Precepts as well as Negative; 
and as Chriſt: forbids ſome things, ſo he commands o- 
thers. | 


\ 


DIALOGUE v. 
They muſt practiſe Humility and Modeſty. 


| I, 

Euſeb. Ie Pingo, ſaid once a famous Painter, 
| Let our Deſign in every Action look as far. 
Why ſhall the Expectation of a vain Applauſe work more 
powerfully oh a deluded Pagan, than the glorious Pro- 
miſes of our Aimighty Saviour upon Chriſtians 2 Every 
vertuous Action, as St. Bernard notes, paſſes, but does 
nor periſh ; it's a Heavenly Seed, that dies for a time to 
revive in Eternity. | 


—— 


Regard each day as the laſt, and behave your ſelf as 
if you ſhould nor ſee to Morrow, The Reaſon why we 
manage ſo much Time ill, is becauſe we always ſuppoſe 
we have roo much on our Hands to husband well, We 
build upon the Future that lies out of our Reach, and by 
Conſequence 1s not at our diſpoſal, nay, and perchance 
never will ; and thus we leave our Souls ro Chance, and 
truſt Hazard with our Salvation. Whereas did we per- 
| {wade our ſelves we were upon a Removal, we ſhould lay 

up ſome Treaſure for our 1 and ſend Vertue be- 
fore to prepare our Lodgings. For our Reception in the 
next World will anſwer our Behaviour in this. Mhat 
we ſow in our Lives, we ſhall reap after our Deaths. If 
Vice, Torments ; if Vertue, Pleaſure, - 


| IIL | 
Ihe Piety of a Chriſtian conſiſts in Works, not Words: 
And therefore we fall ſhort of our Duty tho' we ſpeak 
well, if we live ill, Cælia was continually upon the To- 
pick of Vertue ; ſhe forced its Panegyrick upon all Com- 


pany, 
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ny, and pour'd out its Encomiums at Random in all 
Converſations. One would have thought ſne had Curam 
Animarym, and that half the Ladies of the Court were 
her Pariſhioners in ſpight of the Curate of St. Martin's, 
or St. James s. I confeſs her Devotion appear d to me 
more affected than real. I thought ir had more Flame 
than Fire; and that ſhe harangued in Jeſt, becauſe ſhe 
ſeem'd ſo much in Earneſt. But Authors were divided up- 
on the Queſtion ; for ſome without Appeal to the Rota 
were for canonizing her, and a pious Sifter would needs 
remove Sr, Ambroſe, to find her a Place in the Calendar. 
What a precious Soul is this cried ſhe? Good God! Her 
Tongue trots ſo faſt Heavenwards, her Heart muſt needs 
gallop after! In fine, ſhe ſpeaks the Language of Sion, 
and therefore muſt not be of the Seed of Canaan, 

Bur after all, this Lady's Devotion was meer Sound, 
with a Daſh of Mein and Grimace. Her Anger was vi- 
olenr, and her Vanity extream. She never balk'd one 
Paſſion wirhour gratifying another ; and if ſhe practiſed 
a Verrue, twas to make room for a darling Vice. Had 
ſhe ſpoke leſs, and done more, ſhe had come nearer the 
Mark of her Profeſſion, For as Nazianzen obſerves, A 
Vertuous Action though mute, is worth a Folio of . 
without Effect. Run not into this 1 The Tongue of 
an Angel, without the Heart of a Seraphin is inſignifi- 
cant; it may indeed procure ſome Repute in a Female 
Congregation, but will not gain one Grain of Glory in 
Heaven. 5 | | 


In all your Actions ſeek God alone, 1 never make 
your ſelf a Slave to the Applauſe of Men. Hy pocriſie and 
Diſimulation are always increditable, but in Matters of 
Religion monſtrous ro a Sacrilege, To ſwear in this 
World, and be tormented in the next ; ro labour with the 
Saints, and burn with the Devils is Frenzy, Yer alas ! 
how many are found Saint without, and Fiend within? 
Who cloath Vice with the Robes of Vertue, and ſo walk 
in the Road to Hell, whilſt they pretend to march for 
Heaven, Cynthia (er up for a Saint of the firſt Magni- 
tude ; bur ſhe built all her Piery upon Hypocriſie. She 
took her Plan from the Phariſees, and model'd her Con- 
duct by their Practice. She was a moſt rigid Genevian z 
rſt fram d by Baxter, and then poliſh'd on Bridges's 
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Anvil; She bad the Turn of the Eye in Perfection, and 
toꝑ d the Twang at. the Predeſtinate, Nay ſome ſay the 
could wind a Church of England Lady Sevenſcore, and a 
Papiſt a Mile ar leaſt. She pray d in de Ia Sol Re, and 
groan'd; the Family into a Quartan Ague : And what is 
ſtrange, this holy Impulſe ſeldom came upon her bur in 
Company. She conſtantly read Scripture at the Win. 
dow, and at laſt became a Nuiſance to the Neighbour. 
hoad. I never heard. her but I fanſy'd my ſelf in Bed. 
lam at a Lecture of Oliver's Porter, She continually 
harp d upon the Baptiſts Exhortation to the Jews, and 
figh'd out dpi Vene, with an Emphaſis. Good God, 
ſaid I ro my ſelf! Whar Farce? What IIluſion is here? 
To correct Sin with Pride, and mus Repentance with 
_ Hypocrike is Amazing. Now all this Grimace run upon 
Intereſt, The Lady had a Months mind ro hear Mr, 
B. prone upon her heavenly Gifts in the Congregation, 
And indeed he ſpent his Lungs, and laid out a world of 
Cant, and myſtical Jargon upon the Subject. Bur this 
Was not all, a well meaning Brother of the Godly Party, 
had an Impulſe to pair, only in the Lord. He was brim- 
ful of the Spirit, and well ſtock d with a Creature Men 
call Gold. He was more Inquiſitive for a godly Yoak- 
fellow. than a beautiful one; and priz'd the Wealth of 
the Soul above all the vile Trinkets of Fortune. Cynthia 
put in for the Biggor, The good Man bit at the Hock, 
and her Grimaces gain d her Twenty Thouſand Pounds, 
and in time coſt him as many Curſes, Her Voice was 
Jacob's, but ſhe had the Hands of Eſau, Her Piery car- 
ry d a fair Appearance, but under the Mask lurk d Dil- 
fimulation, and Intereſt, Though ſhe ſtole the good 
Man's Purſe, ſhe pawn'd Conſciences ; and conſequently 
the Gain did not balance the Loſs; and what is won- 
derful ; ſhe prerended by the ſame Legerdemain to lay in 
as goud a Stock for Heaven as ſhe had for the World, and 
ta over- reach God, as ſhe had wheedled the Good Man, 
Well (ſaid 1) Conſcience (I ſee) is pliable, and Inte- 
reſt can force it (like Proteus) into all Shapes. Thus 
we. wake partialiry the Scale of Vertue, and every 
Intereſted. Siſter has Midass Faculty of touching every 
thing into Gold. . Pray, Madam, eſpouſe not this Ladies 
Morals, her Caſuiſtry is too Indulging, and obliges our 


Vicious Inclinations too mueh to come up to the t 
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dard of Chriſt's. He will have the Heart as well as the 
Action, and will not go Halves with Intereſt ; if you 
dradge for Temporal Profit, you defeat all Pretenſions 
to Eternal. Nay, if you obſerve Chriſt's Law upon 
ſuch baſe Views, you will be caſt out of Heaven with 
Hypocrites that rranſgreſs ir. Our Saviour commands us 
to keep our Piety to our ſelves, and ro confine it to Dark- 
neſs and Secreſie. Nay, when we Faſt we muſt perfame 
our Head, powder our Hair, vamp up out Complection, 
and upon ſo extraordinary Occafions, Ladies may be per- 
mi erchance the uſe of Waſhes to conceal from the 
gd, Eyes of Men this Mortification. Vertue like Glaſs is 
eaſily Sullied, a Word oftentimes rarniſhes its luſtre, and 
ith a Look, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, murders it. 
However, omit not a good Deed out of an Apprehen- 
ir fon of being diſcovered, This would be to ſtretch Cau- 
tion too far, and ro keep up to one Precept by the Breach 
of of another, For though our Saviour tn one Place recom- 
mends Privacy, in another he orders ns to be Verruous in 
Publick for Edification, Let em ſee your good Works, and 
let em gloriſie your Father which is in Heaven, Gregory 
the Great in Cap. 13. Marth. hand ſomely reconciles theſe 
ke Texts, that ſeem to jar; ler our Action be publick, but 


of MW fer our Intention be fecrer ; that at once we may edifie 
is our Neighbour by our Example, and by onr Intention ro 
k, pleaſe God alone, wiſh it were privare. 

s, Let therefore your Devotion have no Tincture of 
5 earthly Views; let it aim at God's Honour, and your 
F. Soul's Salvation, and if you purchace Heaven you have 
ſ. crown'd your Labour, But in the mean time fear not 


d to ſtand up for Vertue, and ſhow you are in earneſt by 
your Practice: So many go over to Vice, and fo hearti- 
ly carry on its Intereſt, it's neceſſary for the Friends of 
Godlineſs, ro make ſome Provifion againſt the Aſſaults of 
ſo prevailing a Party, and ſo convince the World Vertue 
is not quite forſaken. Now who are more proper to raiſe 
Vertue and Humble Vice, than Ladies of Quality © 
They are expos'd to the View of the Vulgar, and re- 
ceive Homage, and Incenſe (like the old Female Deities) 
from their Inferiours ; they are aped by the Sex of a 
lower Rare, Their Faſhions, Mien, Gefture, and Car- 
riage are copied by Cirizens Wives and Daughters, and 
theſe Prerenders to Politeneſs, glory in the very Follies of 
| d 3 ___ a Lady, 
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2 Lady. Now ſeeing you have ſuch an aſcendant over 
them, why may you not lure em to Godlineſs as well x 
to Vice? Why may they not fall in love with your Chri. 
ſtian, as well as your Worldly Deportment, and faſhion 
their Conduct by yours, as well as their Commodes } 
Vertue in Embroidery is more amiable, than Vanity in 
its moſt dazling Equipage ; its Charms are attractive; 
and when once People are convinc'd, they may be fine 
without and rich within; that they may live Great and 
- Innocent roo; it's odds, they'll rather chuſe to live gen. 
tilely, and pleaſantly with a gogd Conſcience, than like 
 Reprobares with a bad one. And if once Vertue be fa. 
ſhionable among the Ladies, it may in time be 4-/4-mod: 
among the Gentlemen alſo, For, with theſe, their Ap. 
probation is a kind of Law almoſt as inviolable as thoſe 
of the Medes and Perſians. And Men will rather ſuffer 
a Reſtraint, and clap Nature under Hatches, than pur. 
chaſe a perty Satisfaction at the rate of a Lady: 
Diſpleaſure- Thus, becauſe Women have an Averſion 
to a Tempeſtuous Converſation, and ſtart almoſt as much 
at a Hector's Oath, as at the Report of his Piſtol ; no 
Man of Breeding will any more ſwear, than Duel in 
their Preſence, Now if a Principle of Civility can bri- 
dle one Vice, why can't it filence another? And thus, 
Madam, you may become an Apoſtle without the La. 
bour of preaching; for Example moves more than Ho- 
mily though it be een A : | 


Humility is the Foundation of all Vertues, it's the 
Gate of Religion, primus Religionis introitus, ſays Cy- 
prian; and he deſerves the Name of Infidel, who is un- 
faithful ro this favourite Vertue of God made Man, To 
ſay that Ladies have no need of Humility, is to ſay the 
Sick have no need of Health, nor the Indigent of Sup- 
port, It's neceſſary for all, but Ladies cannot be ſaved 
without it. For befides the common Infection of Pride 
they inherit from their firſt Parent, What additional In- 
creaſe do they receive from other cel Quality 
and Equipage warms the Paſſion; Flattery and Court- 
ſip quicken it; and the innate Propenſion of the Sex it 
ſelf ſers ir afloat. An} when ſuch a multitude of Channels 
feed the Humour, What wonder if it ſwells over the 


Banks, and bears down Vertue together with Reaſon ? 
> ö 8 Indeed 
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Indeed to ſtand on Tiptoe upon ſuch trifling Ad vanta- 
ges, is an Evident Mark of a ſtrong Paſſion, or a weak 
judgment; and I eaſily perſwade my ſelf, that Ladies 
would ſtoop lower, did they but take the Pains to conſi- 
der upon how groundleſs Pretenſions they flie ſo high. 

Your Father bore Title and Eſcurcheon, bur was nor 
your Mother a Chamber-maid ? If ſo, I would defire 
you not to {crew up your Quality too high; for like the 
Dutch Coin, it's only half Sterling. You are a kind of 
Mulatoe, European on the one fide, and Savage on the o- 
ther, i. e. a compound of Gentleman and Spinſtreſs. What 
is here that deſerves an over- weaning Conceit ? 

But though your Blood has run from Hector and An- 
dromache, thro an undefiled Channel into your Veins; 
manage the Ad vantage with Modeſty, and do not mag- 
nifie it beyond Proportion. For after all, this refined 
Blood if tried in the Laboratory will prove tainted up- 
on Experiment; and an Alchymiſt will draw as fine Spi- 
rits from that of a Dairy-Maid, as from thar of a 
Dutcheſs, Could our Anceſtors make over their Vertues 
by Will; could they ſettle upon their Deſcendants Senſe 
and Merit, together with their Titles and Lordſhips ; 
brave Progenitors would be a great Privilege, But alas! 
Theſe rowering, theſe ennobling Prerogatives are meerly 
perſonal, they are incommunicable Per fections, and nei- 
ther deſcend to Heirs Male or Female by Right or Gift. 
Believe me, Madam; Noble Minds, and mighty Digni- 
ties go not always together. I have often ſeen Vit in 
the Coach-box, and.Foly in the Coach; Beauty in Linſy- 
Wolſy, and Deformity in Sattin; Merit in the Maid, and 
none in my Lady, Now methinks Quality waired on by 
the whole Retinue of Title, and Equipage, being nei- 
ther the Purchaſe of our Induſtry, nor the Reward of 
our Merit, ſhould not work upon our Vanity, nor ſwell 
our Preſumption. We ſhould rather thank Providence 
for the Favour, chan pride in the Gift, for in fine, we 
have no more Reaſon to look big upon the Matter, than 
a Genet in embroidered Harneſs, 

Bur if your Parts and Quality are nor of a Piece, if 
this raiſes you above the common Level, and thoſe throw 
you below ir, you are only indebted ro Nobility for the 
Poſt of a Scaramoxch, ro divert your Inferiours, and to 


be ſcorn'd by your Equals. 
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And as for Equipage-and Atrendance, tho' it makes a 
awdy. Show, at Bottom it's rather trivial than fgniti- 
cant, and has more of A 3 than Reality. For 
it only argues either ſome Credit, much Money, or more 
Vanity. Now theſe Advantages are of a baſe Alloy, 
and they muſt be gazed on through ſtrange Glaſſes to 
appear conſiderable. Madam P's. Credit run her in 
every Merchant's Book, from the Exchange in the Strand ar 
to that in the City. She waded Chin-deep, but by Mi- 
fortune, tho Credit enter d her Name in ſo many, it ne 

was unable to croſs it out of one; ſo that it had been 
greater, had it been leſs. For in fine, ſhe run on tick, th 
till ſhe ſunk her Parſe with her Credit, and then ſhe to 
curſed her Merchant's Credulity, and her own Folly, th 
Money indeed has ſome Charms, it feeds Vanity, and 4 
caſts a ſparkling Varniſh over Peaſantry and Meanneſs; te 
bur alas! This Luſtre is borrow d, it's a meer Glow. C 
wdrm Light, that dazels more than it warms ; it comes 0 
from Fortune, not from Nature or Complexion; it gilds MW v 
the outſide, and ſports upon the Superficies, but leaves f 
the inſide as naked as ir found it. In ſine, it makes Peo- { 
ple often worſe, but ſeldom better, and gives em the a 
Opportunity of playing the Prodigal or the Miſer. 1 
| 
| 
| 


But nothing enlivens Women's Pride more than Flat- 
rery and Courtſhip; and yet what can be imagined more 
ſilly ꝰ They are fo .over-charged with Preſumption and 
Self. love, that they believe themſelves Miſtreffes of all 
thoſe Perſections, Brain-fick Lovers, or fawning Syco- 
phants are pleaſed ro affign 'em ; and ſomerimes miſtake 

2 plain Satyr for a Panegyrick, and grow big of Con- 
ceit for being 'Lampbon'd, The Queen Stratonica had 
not one Hair on her Head, and yet ſhe gave a Poet fix 
hundred Crowns for comparing it to a Violet. The Com- 
pariſon was new indeed, and the Analogy fo far fetch d, 
that it comes not within ſight of Senſe. But however, the 
Lady admired the Diſcovery, and became fo exceflive 

Yroud upon the Complement, that her Violet Hair ren- 

red her more ridiculous, than none at all. For by a 
Vanity fo 1[l-grounded, and ſo unreaſonable, ſhe gave 
tbe World a Demonſtration her Skull was as bare with- 
in as without, and that her Brains did not out-weigh 
her Locks one Grain. But tho a Lady ſhould be gra- 
beg with the Hair of Aurora, with the Eyes of Venus, 


the 
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Majeſty of Juno, and the Feet of Thetis, ( to ſpeak 
ard Poetlek Jargon) alas! What is all this * Vani- 
ty and Impoſture ? Bur Mire glaz d oyer with Snow? 
Bur an Idol of Fools > Or a Flower that opens and fades, 
chat exbales Perfumes and Stench rhe ſame Day? What 
Language can reach rhe Extravagance of thoſe who rate 
themſelves upon ſo inconſiderable Advantages They 
are diftemper'd beyond all Lunacy of rhe Mad-bouſe, 
and ſhould be tied up to Diet, and confin'd ro Dark. 
neſs and Diſcipline, | 

Bur to take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and to bring 
their (oaring Thoughts a Point lower, I would deſire em 
to take a Turn in the Church- yard, and to try whether 
they can diftinguiſh the Soul of a Princels from that of 
2 Kitchin- wench; whether the Aſhes of Dives ate ber- 
ier qualified than thoſe of Lazarus : Or the Bones af 
Ce[ar's are made of more noble Ingredients than thoſe 


of Peaſants ; or ( leaft ſuch a melancholy Sight ſhould 


work too much upon your Complexion, and fright you 
into Convulfions ) fling away a Viſit Madam S. 
ſhe was once the Towon- beauty, the Life of Meetings, 
and the Lady of May. She rated her ſelf not by the 
Pound, but (like Diamonds) by the Carat, and was 
ſo extravagantly fond of her little Self, that ſhe fanſied 
her Body a Compound of the fifth Element, all Cele- 
{tial without Droſs or Matter, But a Conſumption has 
tam d ber Pride, and fetch'd down her towering Con- 
ceir, She is in Extremity; ſhe runs, * Creature 
thraugh a Courſe of Pain; ſhe conſumes by Inches, and 
loſes her Blood by Drops, She read me (I affure you) 
à more empharical Leſſon of Vanity than Solomon, and 
convinced me, Women muſt be mad to be proud. This 
Dearh-bed Figure is certainly an humbling, tho a moſt 
inſtructive Sight, and would Curioſity lead Ladies ſome- 
times within Proſpect of ſuch Scenes (I conceive ) the 
Price of Female Perfections might fall, For in fine, to 
ſer in ſo black a Cloud, to withdraw with Convulſions, 
to go off with Deformity, and like a Candle to vaniſh 
in Stench, is a mortifying Rebuke to the Dignity of ha- 
man Nature. | 

Look therefore upon all the Goods of Fortune and Na- 
ture, as the meer Effects of God's Liberality, not of Merk. 
That they are only lent not given; and by Conſequence 
fall rather for Gratitude than Pride. Keep 
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Keep your Rank among the Great Ones, and diſdain 
not to ſtoop to the Peaſant when Charity commands 


Hare Flattery as a Plague, Hypocrifie as Poiſon, and , 


baſe Complaiſance as meer Apery. $ ill of no Bo. 
dy, praiſe ſeldom; bur never your ſelf. 

Loſe not Sight of your Faults, nor depend upon your 
Vertue. This is God's Work, thoſe ſolely your own. En. 
deayour to be pious, bur never think you are ſo, And 

tho you live up to the Height of Chriſtian Perfection, 
ſuppoſe you are only at the Bottom. We may fin by 
eſteeming our ſelves roo much, but cannot by valuing 
our ſelves too little. And to put Nature to the Bluſh, 
practice upon Occaſion ſome publick Actions of Humili- 
ty, For Example: You may feed the Poor with your 
Alms, and ſerve em with your own Hands, Tho' ſuch 
Acts are low, they are not mean. And they rather en. 
noble Dignity than degrade it. The great Empreſs Helen 
12 raller or her Knees, when ſhe waſh'd the Feet 
poor Women, than when ſhe ſate in her Throne; 
more glorious when ſhe wiped them with a Towel, than 
when ſhe rode in a triumphant Chariot; and more great 
when, ſhe ſerved at Table the devour Virgins at Jeruſalem, 
than when ſhe commanded in Rome or Conſtantinople. 
Why may nor Ladies alſo ſometimes favour an Hoſpi. 
ral with a Viſit, as well as the Playhouſe ? An hour would 
be better ſpent in this Theater of Miſery, than in that 
of Diverſion, Here you learn Humility, and practiſe it; 
and although you leave an Alms behind, you carry away 
the Merit. Ar Paris I have ſeen the cropping Ladies of 
rhe Court, in  Hote! Dieu, help and comfort the Sick 
with great Charity. They refreſh'd thoſe poor Creatures 
not only with Words bur with Cordials and Juleps. I 
could wiſh the Mode would (ail into England. It edifies 
J am ſure, and would become Quality, and fit as gentile- 
iy on Ladies, as French Fontanges, For, in fine, a Chri- 
ſtian ſubmiſſion is the Top of Gallantry, and gives a 
greater Luſtre than Equipage or Eſcurcheon. To ftand 
above the Vulgar in Rank, and below em in Affection, 
to be eſteem'd by others and contemn'd' by our ſelves, 
to abandon the Sentiments of Nature, for the moſt re- 
fined Morals of the Goſpel. 2 
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VL 
As Humility regulates the interior, ſo Modeſty diſci- 
plines the Exterior. This is the Index that marks the 
Motion of our Soul : Ir diſcovers the Situation of our 
Paſſions, and tells us whether they obey the Empire of 
Senſe, or of Reaſon, For Providence ſeems to have de. 
Ggned the Face nor only for Ornament, but for Infor- 
mation, Nay the Soul flies into our Behaviour, and 
we can read its Inclination and Diſguſt as legibly in 
our Actions, as Phyſicians the State of the Body by the 
beating of the Pulſe. | | 
Thus Gregory of Nazzanzen ſaw the Diſorders of Fu- 
han's Soul in the Irregularity of his Carriage, and pro- 
nounced him a Runagate before he had apoſtatiz d au 
Chriſtianity, _ £546 
[ ſhall nor conſider Modeſty in Oppoſition to Wanton- 
neſs : This would lead me too far; bur as it's defined by 
eno the Science of decent Motion, i. e. as it poliſhes the 
xterior ; and cur off all. thoſe Exorbirances that render 
our Converſation offenfive, or leſs Chriſtian, I know in- 
deed St. Paul commends it in this Acceptation to all, bur 
tho” it reaches the Maſculine part of our Species, it con- 
cerns more properly the Feminine. And it's no more e- 
ſteem'd a bare Ornament but a Propriety of the Sex, So 


that a Woman diſcarded of Modeſty, ought to be gaz'd 


upon as a Monſter, Let her be ſer off with all the other 


Embelliſhments of Ars and Nature, ſo long as Boldneſs is 


read in her Face, this Vice alone will Eclipſe her other 


Perfections, and like a Cloud overcaſt all the glittering 


Beams of Beauty, Wit, and Dignity, 
Nor indeed is it any wonder that Modeſty is ſo much 


the Right and Intereſt of the Sex, For this is the Argus 


that guards their Treaſure againſt all the Attacks of Sur- 
priſe or Impudence, When Brennus with his victorious 


Army enter'd Rome, the Gravity and Majeſty of the Se. 
nators aw'd the licentious Souldiers into ſuch a Reſpect 
and Reverence, that not one for a long time durſt ap- 
proach em. And I believe a Lady well ſtock d with 
Modeſty, may look upon the looſe Deſires, and keep at a 
Diſtance the Attempts of the moſt impudent Aſſailant. 
For certainly true Virtue has mote Authority than Affe- 
cation, and a Chriſtian Reverſedneſs, than a Stoical Se- 
yerity, When a Town is well provided within, and 

(trongly 
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ſtrongly fenced, with Out- works, a victorious General 
has ſeldom the Courage ro attempt che Siege. The Ex. 
7585 the length of Time, che Tolles and in fine, the 
Uncertainty of Succeſs ſcare him from the Enterprize; 
ſo that he wheels off to the leſs forfeited, as of more ea. 
fie Conqueſt. Our Gallants ſeem to follow the "fame 
Method ; they ate fo far from tempting a modeſt Wo. 
man, thar they can ſcarce dare look her in the Face; her 
Countenance atid Air, rather fright Paſſion than excite it. 
They conjute down impure Love, and raife Reſpect and 
'Efteem, In fine, ſhe is ſo encompaſſed with Modeſty, 
there is no making an Approach, and by Conſequence 
no Proſpe of Succeſs, and this Difficulty cools the moſt 
fiety Luft, and diſcourages the meſt violent Senfuality. 
No Body but Aſmodgus himſelf will attempt to violate 
ſuch's Sancknar x. e 
ut when they eſpy a Lady wirbout Reſervedneſs; 
who is endued with many attractive Qualities, and has 
nothing that awes ; no Out-worksthat guard her Virtue ; 
they are tempted to ſtorm her Conſtancy, and if ſhe 
lends a patient Ear to the Encomiums of her Wit and 
Beauty ; if ſhe ſtays to receive the Attack, ſhe is in Dan. 
ger of being at Dilcrerion, Fot in ſhort this Remiſſnels 
; a Kind of Capitulation ; it's a Mark the Defendant is 
preſs'd, and then follows a Surrender: So that rhe Ne- 
celliry of this Virtue. ought to awake the Care of Ladies, 
r to purchaſe it. 
Now if you ask me what it is, IL have anſwer d with 
Reno, it's The Science of decent Motion, 7, e. it's a Mix- 
ture of Gravity and Sweerneſs, that ſtamp Piery on. the 
Bebaviour, and make the Divine Tranſports * the Soul 
ſparkle in the very Eyes: It reaches every Part of the Ex- 
reriour, and guides our whole Comportment Abroad and 
at Home, in our Cloſer, and in Converſation; in fine, it 
plants Vertue upon the Forehead, and draws Decorum 
upon the Exterior... A 
But by Gravity, I underſtand not a moroſe Sowerneſs, 
nor a ſtarcch'd Behaviour, The Firſt marks ill Nature, 
the Second Pride and Aﬀectation, I would neither counſel 
Ladies ro make wry Faces, as if they were raking a Doſe 
ot Coloquinrida, nor walk as if like Bartholomew Poppets 
they mov'd by Wyre. This is not Modeſty, but down- 
fight Grumace, and has more of the Mimick than youre 
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The one Frights, the other raiſes Laughter. Keep within 
a Mean; Extreams are vicious; extraordinary Geſtures 
are as unbecoming, as antiquated Dreſſes. 1 

But be ſure to take Care of the Tongue. This is an 
inſolent Member, and needs all the Precepts and Inſtru- 
ctians of Modeſty, to be kept within the Compaſs of De- 
cency.. 

end not in Company to Wit; you will certainly 
berray your Judgment. Women ſeldom appear more 
Foolith, than when they aſpire to the Glory of being 
thought wiſe, Good God! How was I plagu'd rother 
Day with the Impertinences of Madam H. She comment- 
ed upon Ariſtotle, and lectur d us upon the Summe of 
Thomas Aquinas. She ſcorn'd the Female Topick of 
Modes and Dreſſes, and was for dancing on the high Ropes 
of Phyſicks and Divinity, We were firſt regal d with Ma- 
teria Prima; then came up a Diſh of Occult Qualities ; 
and at laſt a whole Plate of Theological Terms were 
flung among the Company, It was as impoſſible to ſtop 
her in this learned Career, as a Ship under full Sail, and 
you might have ſooner filenc'd a Hurricane, than have fet- 
ter d her Ladyſhip's Tongue, The Sex admir'd her Wis- 
dom, and the Men ſmil'd ar her Folly, She had made 
a Proviſion of School Jargon, and laid it out with much 
Prodigality, and more Aſlurance. Bur all her Knowlege 
ſtuck on the Superficies of Words, ſhe enter'd not into 
rhe Senſe, So that the Fame of ber Parts ſhrunk under 
Experience, and this Phoenix of Women prov'd only a 
well taught Parrot. 

Beware of too great Talkativeneſs, a Fault incident 
to the Sex, and extreamly offenſive in Converſation, It 
ſavours of Boldneſs, and is a great Intrenchment upon 
the Liberty of Company. She who monopolizes the Diſ- 
courſe, filences the reſt, and aſſumes the Quality of Mi- 
ſtreſs; and ſo keeps School without Licence, in plain 
Contradiction to our Statute Book: Nay, and what is 
more, a Pythagorean School, in which other Ladies like 
Pupils undergo the Penance of Silence, whilſt ſhe enjoys 
the Satisfaction of Speaking. This is, (I think) a little 
Impoſing, and ſhe who offers her Company upon ſo hard 
Conditions, deſerves. to lead the Life of a Recluſe, for 
few Ladies will go to the Price of the Purchaſe, . Free- 
dom of Speech is as undoubred Prerogative of a Female 
Meeting, as of the Houſe of Commons, In 
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Ina Conyerfation you muſt ſuppoſe” all are not of the 


lame Opinion, bear therefore a Contradiction with Calm. 


neſs and Moderation ; and be nor roo kind to your own 
Errors. Infallibility is neither an Appendix of Nature, 
nor of Grace: Women may fall into thoſe Miſtakes by 
Surprize or Ignorance, without any Abatement of their 
Parts, they cannot vindicate without Diſhonour. So that 
it's more prudent, as well as more Modeſt, to confeſs a 
Fault, than to defend it with Eagerneſs and Paſſion. O. 
ver · rate not therefore your own Sufficiency, for tho ſome 
Diamonds ate ſaid to be above Price, Merits are not. 
Fanſie not your Underſtanding moves in a higher Region 
than other Peoples; or that you muſt neceſſarily be wiſer, 
becauſe more Beautiful or Noble. Believe me, Madam, 
theſe Qualities are not the true Standard of Know. 
ledge : A fair Frontiſpiece is no infallible Sign of well 
furniſh d Rooms. The infide may be poor tho the our. 
fide be rich : And I ſuppoſe the Walls are nor ſtronger for 
being ancient. | 
Little Love-[ntrigues oftentimes are the Subject of Wo- 
mens Diſcourſe; and generally People are paired by my 
dy before they are join'd by the Parſon, It's a great 
reach, of Modefty almoſt ro know ſuch things, and 
Boldnell to throw em into Converſation, For the Laws 
of Decorum are ſo ſevere in regard of Women, that it's 
almoſt a Fault ro pronounce the Word Love, They can 
ſcarce diſcoyer a diſlike of an ill thing without Blemiſh, 
nor even bluſh without diſobliging their Modeſty, For, 
in fine, thoſe Diſcourſes argue a vicious Inclination, or a 
Memory ill farniſh'd, or Curioſity miſapplied, or rather 
all three. For cerrainly, without Pains, it's hard to glean 
ſo great a Proviſion of Amourettsz and without ſome In- 
clination,” as hard to run ſuch Lengths in the Hiſtory of 
Jntrigues. One | 
In a Word, ler Modeſty not only chuſe the ſubject of 
Fur Converſation, and Regulare the Management of it, 
bur tune the Voice, and order the Accent. The Tongue 
muſt nor break out into Noiſe and Tumult; like the 
Platonick Harmony of the moving Spheres, ir ſhould 
charm, bur not be perceiv'd at a Diſtance, Would La- 
dies make the purchaſe of thoſe Vertues their Buſineſs as 
they are their real Concern, they would bid fair for that 
Perfection, their Profeſſion, Sex, and Station require. 
; 3 | There 
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There are others indeed neceſſary, bur becauſe they reach 
the whole Species, and concern Men no leſs than Wo- 
men, I ſhiall refer you to the Carechiſm for Inſtruction. 
Befides roo many Precepts rather Fright than Inſtruct, 
and are more apt to caſt us into Deſpair, than to raiſe a 
Reſolution of obſerving em. 

Emil, I thank you for your Charity, Sir, and wiſh my 
ſelf lo Happy as to comply with your Inſtruction: Bur 
they ſeem roo vague z favour me therefore with a ſum- 
mary of thoſe Actions I muſt perform each Day. Draw 
up a Scheme, and ſer me a Journal, 

Euſeb. Alas ! Madam, 'you may as well ask me to cur 
out a Manteau for the Moon, Circumſtances vary, and 
cannot be brought ro the ſame Rule. However, I will 
lay a Plan before you, and hope your Prudence will fir 
it to your Occaſions, 


2 


DIALOGUE VL 
A Regulation of their daily Actions. 


1. 
N Effeminate Sabarite thank d the Gods that he had 
never ſeen the Sun riſe in his Life. I would not 
have Ladies imitate this Pagan Copy, much leſs muſt 
they value themſelves upon ſo ſuperlative a Lazineſs. 
Live not as if you were our Antipodes. Curioſity is ſup- 
pos d to bear a great Sway over Female Inclinations. 
Let it therefore lead you to this great Planet's Levee ar 
leaſt in December and Fanuary. Taflure you, Madam, 
it riſes with more Majeſty than the greateſt Monarch; 
and this Morning Scene outfhines the Gloworm Pagean- 
try of the Play houſe. It gilds rhe Heaven with its daz- 
ling Beams. It turns every drop of Dew into ſparkling 
Diamonds, and commands Nature to change her Night- 
rail into Cloth of Gold and Embroidery, Beſides, it 
makes almoſt every part of the drowſie Creation. Birds 
and Beaſts begin Mat ines, and proclaim the Glory of 
their Omnipotent Maker. Why ſhould Man be leis ac- 
knowledging than Beaſts? Or inſtinct work more forci- 
bly than Reaſon ? a 
. I : 
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3 f 3 
0 ſoon as you are up, fall upon your Knees, and 2 


dore that mighty Being that made you, His Greatne 


calls for Homage, and your Dependance ſtands obligd 
for rhe Payment. Offer up every Action of the Day u 
his Glory; Such an Intention ſanctifies the meaneſt, and 
ſtamps a new Value upon the moſt Holy, Ask Pardon 
for paſt Offences, and rather reſolve to die, than to tran: 
grefs God's Commands for the Future. Sue for the Sup 
port of his Grace; without this you are impotent, and 
wich ir invincible. | | 


' III. . 

| _ Refle&t what Occaſion of Sin may preſent it (elf, and 

prevent the Danger by Prudence and Forecaſt, A Tem. 
ptation foreſeen is almoſt overcome. But he lies at the 
Mercy of an Enemy, who is aſſaulted by Surprize and 
Stratagem. When you diſcover an Ambuſcade, keep at 
a Diſtance ;. to Temptation is an unſeaſonable 
Bravery, I would as ſoon rouze a ſleeping Lion, as come 
within its Reach; for, in fine, the Victory is not ſure, but 
the Peril is certain. of, 
| IV. 


| Stand not upon meer defenſive War, for tho you ſtrug: 

gle handſomiely for a Time, and keep your Ground, you 
will ar length be over power'd with Number; if you in. 
tend to come off with Conqueſt; carry War into the E- 
nemies Dominions. The Advantage for the moſt part 
lies on the Aſſailant's Side. Single out therefore every 
Day ſome Vertue, and make ſure of it by Practice. The 
Duty of a Chriftian is not only to ſuffer, but to do; by 
reſiſting the Allurements of Fleſh and Blood you loſe no 
Ground ; by exerciſing Vertue you gain upon the Devil, 
and fo incteaſe your Forces, and weaken his. | 


| | 1 | 

When you have diſcharged your Duty to God, ſpend 
ſome time upon the Government of your Family; the 
Bufineſs within Doors lies upon your Hands, and is part 
of your Province; and you muſt not do all by Deputy. 
Indeed I would nor have you enter upon roo Minute a 
Detail, nor Regiſter rhe Henrooſt in your Table Book, Its 
below your Station to hunt every Day after Hens Neſts 
as Madam L. did; or tb calculate the Number of eg 
| ings ; 


a as 
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lings; nor ſhould you ſurvey the Hogſty ro mark, the 
worſt of the Litter for the Tithe-Pig; theſe Actions ſa- 
your of Meanneſs, they argue Avarice to Exceſs, and fir 


unhand ſomely on Quality. Y 


When you fir at your Toyler keep Vanity at a Di- 
ſtance, and remember you trim a Body that once will 
fink into Corruption, Look upon your Robes as Badges 
of Infamy, and reflect, Ladies had never been fine, had 

remain'd innocent; I know, indeed as the World 
goes, Nobiliry muſt make a Figure : Quality and Title 
without Appearance will never draw Reſpect; they re- 
quire a Support. The Senſes of the Mob muſt be truck, 
and their Imagination affected ; for they ſeldom dive be- 
yond the Surface, and Meaſure. Quality by gawdy Trap- 
pings and Equipage. However, tho' you ule theſe Toys, 
your Affection mutt ſoar above em, and you muſt never 
eſteem the worſt parts of Beaſts ro be the greateſt Per- 
fection of your Sex. 

Tix brave Eſther was raiſed from Subjection to Coni- 
mand, and from Servitude to the Throne, She walk'd 
on Silks, and ſpit in Silver: Nature had made her a com- 
plear Beauty, and Providence a mighry Empreſs ; and 
yet ſhe proteſted in the Sight of God, that her Greatneſs 
was a Burden, and her Finery a Torment. Thon know- 
eſt my God ( ſaid ſhe) that meer Neceſſity obliges me 
to live in Pomp and wy not Choice; and that I ſcorn 
this glitrering Diadem, the Envy of a Thouſand Ladies, 
and the Deſire of more, I wear it with Regret, and on- 
ly when I muſt appear in publick, and lay ir down when 
I retire ro my Apartment. The turn of Fortune has 
wroughr no Change in me: I am a Slave on the Throne, 
a poor Cairif in Embroidery, and a Beggar in the Face 
of Plenty, Tho' I poſſeſs the Scepter, together with the 
Wealth of 4/ia, I enjoy nothing bur the Satisfaction of 
ptoſtrating my ſelf, and my Grandure at the Foot of thy 
Altars. For, in fine, the Contempt of my Greatneſs flies 
higher than my Fortune, and the Exceſs of Pleaſures is 
the Object of my Averſion. Here is a Seraphick Tranſ- 
port for ye! it's all Light, all Fire. A Heart that can 
thus ſcorn an Empire is larger than the World, and more 
cpacious than the Empyreum. She was a Queen with- 
our, and all Angel, all Seraphin within. Did Ladies 
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bring ſuch Noble Sentiments to the Toyler, they would 
chatm Heaven; and whilſt Men admired their Bravery, 
the very Angels would fall in love with their Vertue: 
For then they would meaſure the gawdry ot their Man. 
teaus precilely. by the Length of Quality, not by the ex. 
tent of Pride or Vanity ; they would keep up to the Exi. 
gency of their Rank, without deviating from the Duty 
of their Religion, un 1 f 


After Dinner you may employ ſome time at your Nee- 
dle, or other Works ſuirable to your Condition. 
ſtus Ceſar thought not ſuch Occupations below the Dig 
nity of his Wife and Daughters: Yer he was a Great 
Man, and thoſe Ladies mighty Princeſſes : And I ſuppoſe 
our Lords would not diſpute the Wall with him, nor the 
Wives the Precedence with his Children, The Roman; 
kept the Diftaff of Queen Tanaguil with more care, than 
the Lance of Remulus, to teach Poſterity, that it was no 
leſs neceſſary for the Good of the State, to propoſe to La. 
dies Examples of Labour, than to Men Patterns of Bravery, 
And Solomon in the Character he bas drawn of a Heroine 
flouriſhes upon her Oeconomy and Labour. She put (ſays 
be) ber Hands to Work, and then open d em to the Neceſ- 
fities of the Indigent ; She ſpun both Linen and Won : 
Vet ſhe is not repreſented as a Country Dame, bur as a 
Peere(s: For her Husband ſat cum Senatoribus terre, i. e. 
in the Houſe of Lords, or at leaſt of Commons. Wheels 
indeed are at preſent more our of Faſhion, and Ladies 
will no more Spin, than make Bone-Lace. Seeing Cu- 
ſtom has Sealed the Employment, I will not Counſel 
ou to reinſtate it in its priſtine Dignity, But however, 
Needle. Work is reputable, and the molt qualified Ladies 
may embroider without deſcending from their Station. 
Believe me, Madam, Idleneſs is an ill Employment; and 
ſhe who has nothing to do, will be tempted to do more 
than will ſtand with Conſcience, and perchance with Ho- 
notir, For when we have no good Thoughts, we are 
generally peſter'd with bad ones; and when ill is in our 
Fancy, it ſlides with eale 38 Will. 
| 1 
You may ſeaſon Work with Reading, for though Wo- 
men ſhould not pretend ro commence Doctors, yet J 
would not have em forſwear Knowledge, nor make a Vow 
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of Stupidity, God has favour'd you with a reaſonable Soul, 
enrich d ir with the Science of thoſe things, that give Life 
to a civil Converſation, and inſtruct you in the Duty of 
your Profeſſion. For your Court Aſſurance, your Ad- 
dreſſes, in the Modes, and Geſtures of Salutation, your 
graceful Entrance into a Room, and all the other prettx 
Accompliſhments of the Sex, are dead, unleſs enlivened 
by a handſome Diſcourſe, It's a mute Scene, a Bartho- 
lomew Popper-thew, that ſurpriſes ſome, and furniſhes 
matter of Laughter to others, Is ir not ridiculous to ſee 
a Lady with a great deal of Formality drive to a Ren. 
dezyous, and at the end of a ſhort Complement fall im- 
mediately upon Fontanges and Foretops > So much Pomp, 
ſo much Ceremony, outdo the Occafion ; the Entertain- 
ment is tao trivial for the Solemnity. Thoſe who will 
not learn to ſpeak 4 propos, ſhould learn, methinks to 
hold their Peace; for it's much better to ſpeak nothing, 
than to bolt out Follies. a 

Indeed it's not neceſſary to Rival the Knowledge of 
the Sibylls, nor the Science of the Mules, ihe ſhould not 
wade too deep into Controverſie, nor ſoar ſo high as Di- 
vinity. Theſe Studies lie out of a Ladies way: They 
flie up to the Head, and nor only intoxicate weak Brains, 
bur turn em: They engender Pride, and blow us up 
with Self-conceitedneſs, and when all theſe meer, we 
ſhall be apt ro meaſure Faith by our private Judgment, 
and to ſer np our ill ſhap'd Notions againſt the receiv'd 
Teners of our Religion, 

Read therefore thoſe Books that lead ro Piery : They 
enlighren the Underſtanding, and warm the Will; they 
lay open tHe Cauſe of our Miſcarriage, and at the ſame 
time preſcribe the Remedy. They neither flatter Quali- 
ty, nor inſult Peaſantry, but like Pictures made to Sight, 
they look equally upon all: In fine, they refreſh the Me- 
mory, enlarge the Underſtanding, and inflame the Will, 
and ſo thro' Pleaſure inſtill — Wiſdom and Verrue. 

| IX. "Re 

You may afterwards either return Viſits, or receive 
em; but perform both with as much Expedition, as Ci- 
vilty and Ceremony will permit. Long Converſations 
flag, they languiſh at an Hours end, and fall into meer 
Char or Impertinencies. For Women have ſeldom Mate- 
rials ro furniſh a long Diſconrſe, unleſs they Comment 
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upon their Neighbour's Failures, and turn their Misfor: 


tune into the Subject of Diverſion. Nor to laugh at 2. 


nothers Expence is not only difingenuous, but unchriſti. 


A4 n. Rather take a turn ſometimes to the Playhouſe ; but 


be ſure firſt the Piece be cleanly, clear Complexion'd, 
neither larded with Smut nor Blaſphemy ; that it neither 
arraigns Vertue, nor buffoons Religion; that it has no. 
thing offenſive to the Eye, nothing to the Ear. In fine, 
that it be either [nſtructive or Innocent. For if it makes 
bold with God, or laſhes his Miniſters; if it encourages 
Vice, and hoots at Vertue, you muſt no more appear 
there than in a Peſt-houſe, Diverſions bought at the Ex- 
pence of Conſcience are too * purchas d. i, 


Before you go to Bed withdraw into your Cloſer, and 
take an impartial View of your Conſcience : If it up- 
braids you with no crying Sin, give Glory ro God, and 
with bended Knees, and an humble Heart thank him for 
the Favour, For not your Verrue, but his Grace has 
kept you upon your Legs, and either remoy'd or van. 
quiſhd the Temptation. Bur if you have ſtray'd from 
your Duty, ſue for Pardon; and lay not your Body to 
Reft, rill you have obtain'd quier for your Soul, When 
the Conſcience is diſorder d Veep can ſcarce be ſound ; 
a wounded: Soul keeps the Body awake in ſpight of O- 
pium. And tho' it does nor, you ſhould no more ſhut 
your Eyes in a State of Sin, than ſleep on the Brink of a 
Precipice. For alas! How many does Death affail in 
their Beds ar unawares? And what is worſe, unprovided ? 

oor Creatures! They awake in Hell, and only recover 
their Senſes to feel the Extremity of Tornfents, But 
when by a hearty Repentance you have calm'd Conſci- 
ence, you may ſleep ſecurely, Tho' Death ſteal upon 
you by ſurpriſe, it will not find you unprepar'd ; it can 
only convey you from a tranſitory Repole into eternal 
Reſt. Here is a ſhort Journal of a Chriſtian Life, and 
methinks it may eaſily be brought to Practice. A Lady 

chat can't ſuffer ſo ſmall a Conſtraint muſt be ſtrangely 
fond of Liberty, 

Emil. Well, the Scheme ſeems practicable, and if no- 
thing elſe, be requir'd to live like a Lady and a Chriftian, 
Vertue incroaches not ſo much upon Freedom as I ima- 
gined. Pray, Sir, go on, to oblige me with a ſhort Com- 
ment upon the Duty of a Mother, DI A- 
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DIALOGUE vn. 
The Duty of a Mother. = 


Euſcl. TH Command, Honour thy Father and thy Mo- 
ther, is reciprocal, and not only obliges Chil 
dren to reſpect, and revere their Parents but allo enjoyns 
Parents to love their Children; and this Obligation comes 
not only from the Decalogve, but immediately from Na- 
ture. Nor does ſhe diſcharge the Duty of a Mother who 
fawns on, ard careſſes her Off-ipring ; who pampers 
their Bodies, and wraps em up in Silk, and Cotton. No, no, 
her care muſt reach their moſt ſublime Part, the Soul. This 
muſt be cultivated, and manur'd with Principles and Pre- 
cepts, that it may anſwer the great End of its Creation. 
Now becauſe the Males ſo ſoon as they are capable of 
Inſtruction are taken from the Mother, I ſhall only touch 
upon the Education that fits 54 Females. 


Teach em betimes the End of their Creation, their 
Duty towards God, and the Obligations of Religion. Ex- 
plain the Creed and the Decalogue ; the firſt inſtructs em 
in Faith, the ſecond in Manners ; and omit not the Pains 
of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Juſt ; The one will 
frighr from Sin, the other will allure em to Vertue; nor 
ſuffer em only to reſt in the Knowledge, bur inure them 
to the Practice, by all the little Arguments of Kindneſs 
and Authority; and ſecure the Obſervance by the Te- 
nures of Love and Obedience. Seldom apply Severity 
till mild Methods prove ineffectual: For Children muſt 
not be taught Piety (like Dogs to ſet) with Stripes and 
ill Uſage : They never do a thing heartily when com- 
pell'd by Force, and ofrentimes hate thoſe Exerciſes ar 
Thirty, for which they were chaſtiſed ar Ten. Some 
Years ago I fell into the Company of my Lady N. She 
ply'd me with ſuch a long-winded Panegyrick of her lit- 


tle Daughter, that I began to wiſh the Child leſs Accom- 


pliſn d, or the Mother leſs fond: She was Beauty in Life, 
and Wit in Perfection. Nay, and ſo skilful in the Ways 
of the Lord, that I ſuſpected ſhe had made at leaſt two 
Voyages to Heaven, or had hit upon an Invention to tra- 


Well 
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Well Madam, ( ſaid I) ſuch a Wir, ſuch a divine In. 
fanr, I preſume, knows the Carechiſm, 

The Carechiſm ! replied ſhe, I hope ſo: And the firſt 
Chapter of Geneſis alſo. And then immediately way 
I regald with a Scene of Queftion and Anſwer. Moth, 
Who was the firſt Man? Ch, Adam, Moth. Who was 
the oldeſt Man? Ch. Methuſalem, Moth, Who was the 
wiſeſt Man ? Ch, Solomon, Nay, crys Mamma, ſhe can 
tell you the Wives of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 

- You have led her I ſuppoſe (ſaid I) ro Jeſepb- Ben. 
NMue i the Jewiſh Herald, and inrend to enter her in the 
Synagogue, Is this al/ ? 

All! anſwered the Lady, and a great «/ too, Nay (re- 
plied I) it's nothing at af ro the Purpoſe : Indeed ſhe has 
1earnt the Narſes Catechiſm, but nor the Church's, Why? 
The — know this, and- believe it too, and yet are not 
Chriftians. Come, Madam, leave theſe odd Methods 
of Iaſtruction, and come up to the Grounds of Chriſtia. 
niry, Plant the Principles af Faith and Godlineſs fo 
deep, that neither the Impulſe of Fleſh can ſhake em, 
nor the Battering Engines of the Devil move em. A bead- 
role of Cramp Names may poliih and refine the Memo- 
ty, but what is this ro the Capital Point, Salvation? 


nſtruction unleſs arm'd with Example will prove in- 
ſignificant, Young Creatures ſooner yield to that, than 
Rherorick, and give more Credit to the Eyes, than to 
Reaſon, - If therefore the Mother's Conduct preaches 
Vice, tho' her Mouth dilates upon the Neceſſity of Ver- 
tue, the Child will ſuppoſe her in Jeſt, and rather ſteer 
by her Practice, than her Precept. Wo be to thoſe Mo- 
thers, who make Daughters Witneſſes of their Diſorders, 
and thus immortaliae their Tranſgreſſions by recommen- 
ding em to their Deſcendants, 
III. | 


Let not Romances come within reach of a young La- 


dy : They are the Poiſon of Youth, and murther Souls, 
as ſure as Arfenick or Rarsbane kills Bodies. Their Style, 
Matter, Language and Deſign are pointed againſt the 
Defence of Vertue. They ſully the Fanſie, over - heat Paſ- 
fion, and awake Folly ; and like lewd Pictures, are the 
worſe for being excellent, They kindle thoſe Flames 
that cannot be extinguiſh'd withour Trouble, nor — 
| | rain 
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tain d without a Crime. Nay, like the Fire of Hell, they 
are almoſt Eternal, and what is worſe, the very Torment 
pleaſes : And fo, as Nero did Rome, we behold our (elves 
in Flames with Pleaſure and Tranſport, In a Word, Ma- 
dam, a Romance is a bewitching Impoſture, ir faſcinates 
the Imagination with a Fools Paradiſe ; it communicates 
the Charms to the Intellect, and then hurries rhe Will 
God knows whither. Like ſweet Morſels, it fawns upon the 
Palate to —_— the Hearr, and plays with the Organ 
to cut our Throars : In fine, they give the Paſſion the 

repreſent, and ſo by an unhappy inverſion, the very Co- 

produces an Original, 

Alas! When a young Creature reads over flouriſh'd De- 
ſcriprions of enchanted Caſtles, of glorious Caroulels, of 
ſumpruous Banquets, of conquering Beauties, and ca 
tive Knights; what a fine Landskip will they draw in 
her Head ? How powerfully will they work upon her 
tender Heart? What a Tumult will they raiſe in her 
Breaſt Thoſe Scenes, tho meerly Romantick, ſollicit in 

earneſt ; they reinforce Paſſion, and are mighty Re- 
eruits ro Folly ; they ſet the Sex into a Fit of Longing : 
( for tho Women were made of Bone, they retain all rhe 
Pliableneſs of Fleſh.) How often will ſhe envy a Philoclea 
for having a Pyrocles at her Feet, and how ferioufly will 
ſhe wiſh her ſelf in the Place of Pamelia. Nay it's odds, 
when the Fanſie is warm'd, and the Imagination charm'd 
with the Advantageous Characters of thoſe Platonick 
Knights, ſhe may fall in Love with the bare Product of 
Sidney s Brain, and become a real Slave to Fable and Fi- 


ction. Or tho ſhe arrives not to ſuch a pitch of Frenſie, 


it's very probable ſhe will attempt ſome Conqueſt, and 
ſpread Nets to enſnare a Gallant, that will as fatally en- 
tangle her. Nor can ſhe fail of Expedients to delude her 
Guards: The Author that kindles the Paſſion, ſhews the 
Way to carry on the Intrigue, he provides her the Me- 
thods and Stratagem, and warrants Succeſs, and lo a Fa- 
ble is rurn'd into a real Story: But with this Difference, 
that inſtead of a Prince, Madamoiſelle goes off with a 
Valet de Chambre. 


IV. | 

Lead em not into Company till a ſtrong Vertue arms 
em againſt the Danger of Temptation, their Senſes muſt 
be guarded, and ill Objects be kept at a great „ 
e 4 e 
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Fleſh and Blood have a natural Tendency to Extrava- 
ance, and will ſcarce ſtand unconcern'd under the Al, 
Iurements of Example and Invitation, It's dangerous, ſays 
St. Fuſtin, for a Man to admire the very Vertues of a 
Woman ; and, I believe, it's nor more ſecure for a Wo. 
man to ſtand the Flattery and Courtſhip of Men, Now 
when both Sexes meer, Gallantry always manages the 
Converſat on. Would you thruſt a Child into a Peſt. 
houle without Neceſſity, and without an Amulet. 
to? Why then will you lead her to confus d Meet, 
ings? In thoſe Rendezvous, as well as at Conſtantinople, 
ſomebody always carries the Plague Sores, and gives the 
Infection? TYRE 
Emil. You are I perceive an Enemy to Breeding, Will 
you have Ladies as unpoliſh'd as Shepherdefles > Where 
can they learn Bebaviour but in Converſation and Com, 
any ? oY | | 
P ses. Madam, you miſtake me, I am not againſt 
Breeding, but I am for Vertue, And, I muſt tell you, 
this will turn to better Account than that: For by 
Breeding I ſuppoſe you mean a Gracefulneſs of Conver. 
ſarion, a decent Aſſurance, together with ſome pretty 
Poſtures A- la- mode. Theſe Qualifications (J confels) 
are commendable, becauſe they introduce us into Com- 
pany with Ad vantage; but then they muſt not be A 
nified beyond Proportion, I would not have Mothers (o 
fantaſtically fond of them, as to place em among the 
Top Perfections of the Sex; nor to expoſe a Child's In- 
nacence for a Brace of Grimaces, For, in fine, they are 
eaſily gained, and Ladies by the Aſſiſtance of Vertue 
may be Acceptable without em. And I am apt to be- 
lieve that a natiye Beauty, without theſe acquired Em. 
belliſhments, if it be waited on by Modeſty, Meekneſs, 
and Devotion, will ſooner find a Match, than Beauty 
without Piety, though ſer off with the moſt ornamental 
Graces of Education. But why muſt ſhe converſe with 
Men for Education? Would you have her paſs thro a 
Courſe of Debauchery > Or do you think ſhe cannot be 
gentile, unleſs ſhe be tainted > Would you have ber blaſ- 
pheme like a Sea Caprain, or curſe like a Drayman ? I 
grant ſhe may learn this helliſh Dialect of Men, and 
may be courted out of all Senſe of Honour and Probi- 
ty. But theſe, I ſuppoſe, are no Female Qualificarigns 
| | WE an 
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and therefore till they receive the Stamp of publick Ap- 
probation, pray let render Virgins forbear ſuch dange- 
tous Haunts, 


Luc. Under Favour this Caution goes too far, you will 


bar Engliſh Ladies the Liberty of the Church, as the Turks 
do the Aſiaticks that of the Moſques ; for there is a mixt 
Conflux, and I have ſeen as fine Gentlemen at the Ser- 
mon, as at a Ball, 

Euſeb. Really, Madam, I am ſo far from debaring 
Ladies the Freedom of the Church, that I counſel em ro 
appear oftner there. Bur then I am for introducing a 
Jewiſh Cuſtom, 3, e. for ſeparating the Women from the 
Men, and for drawing a Curtain berween 'em. Thoughts, 
I am ſure, would be more recollected, and Piety would 
goon more evenly, Bur as things are carried, theſe. ve- 
ry Meetings are not ſecure, and Vertue is expos'd to 
Temptation. Bad Deſigns are often laid in this Sanctu- 
ary, and the Intrigue is compleated in more Lewd Places. 
For in truth, People appear before the Lord not in 
Sackcloth, bur in Gold and Silver, and one would think 
they came rather to commit new Sins, than to cancel the 
pal The Ladies fir on Cockhorſe upon Scaffolds in o- 
pen View, as if they were at the Theater, and perch a- 
bove the Crowd to be gaz'd at. And as they are ſeated 
advantageouſly to be ſeen, ſo their Elevation gives them 
a fair Opportunity to ſee ; and thus rhe. Danger is reci- 
procal, Notwithſtanding it's a Chriſtian's Duty to go 
to Church, and this is his Warrant; and if we take a 
little Care God will nor ler us miſcarry for Obedience, 
Beſides, tho People bring ill Deſigns, the Majeſty of the 
Place, the Solemnity of the Action, or at leaft the Zeal 
of the Preacher may ſtifle em, and keep in Awe, and 
Reſpect the moſt wild Nature, and ſo they who came 
Sinners, may return Penitents. 

Burt this concerns not thoſe Meetings where both Sexes 
convene to dance and ſport, Neither carry Modeſty or 
Reſtraint ro thoſe Rendezvous ! Theſe Vertues are too 
ſupercilious, and cenlorions for the Occaſion ; Seriouſ- 
neſs and Thinking are left at home; or diſmiſt at the 
Door, and Piety never obrains a Ticker, ſo that People 
come here unguarded, and Vertue without Defence: 
Befides the Parade, the Gawdry, and Gaiety of the Com- 
pany ſollicit bard, and plead for Diſorder, The one — 
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witches the Eye, the other the Heart: And then Mim Wl yic 
emboldens Paſſion, and invites it to Action. Soft Mußd Ml the 
doubles the Charm, and wanton Airs reinforce it. The Vo 


diſarm Caution, and enervate Courage ; and then, when 
the Collation has boil'd up the Blood, and put the Hu An 
mours in a Ferment, without doubt Vertue is in Dan cen 
Fred the Ground is ſlippery, the Tide runs high again anc 
leſh and Blood, and will certainly carry down a tende for 
Virgin with a young Vertue into Indecencies. f 
Emil. You are, I perceive, for clapping up Ladies ind ¶¶ mi 
Convents like Veſtals ; or at leaſt tor Confining em ti th: 
back Appartments, as in Spain and Italy, Bur ſolitude WM Re 
will not agree with our Gomplection; we are of Ml ma 
more ſociable Temper : And belides, I am of an Opini, WM at 
on, that Reſtraint is no ſure guard ro Vertue. A. Wo. ff th: 
man of Piety will keep up to the Duties of Religion in Ml rat 
N but Retirement will ſcarce ſecure the Wonour ¶ pu 
of a Proſtitute. The Icalians and Spaniſh Donna's are I ms 
not more regular than ours; tho' there is much Caution ff or 
in thoſe Kingdoms, there is more Miſcarriage : Nay I. 
have read in Lexy that the Braſilian Ladies, where Man. 
teaus are out of Faſhion, live within the Bonnds of Ho. int 
nour and Decency. b nc 
Euſeb. God forbid I ſhould think of Cloyſtering up WM Þ: 
Ladies; thoſe Retreats are faſhionable indeed beyond L. 
Seas, but they are Hererodox and Illegal in E1g/and. WM fit 
* They have been vored down by both Houſes as Uleleis IM as 
and Superſtitious, and who dares oppoſe his ſingle Opini- W E. 
on againſt the joint Judgment of rhoſe grave Senators? L. 
Liberty is the darling Privilege of Engliſh-men, and the «r 
Fondneſs reaches the Sex. Keep it in God's Name, but tr 
ſtrain not the Prerogative, for Liberty in its full Latitude m 
is a greater Nuilance than Slavery; and to be at freedom 
to do any thing, is no leſs prejudicial to Society and Man- 
ners, than a Power to do nothing. Vercue conſiſts in 2 
Mean, Ladies muſt not be mew'd up like Nuns on the 
one (ide, nor muſt they wander about like Vagabonds 
on the other. I would not have em kept Priſoners in 
their Mothers Houle, nor yer be Strangers to ir. But 
then like Priſoners of State, they ſhould not walk abroad 
without a Keeper, and ſhould be debarr'd thoſe Haunts, A 
that may ſurpriſe their Vigilance, and aſſail their Vertue. U 
Madam Dinah would needs give the Ladies of Salem 2 i © 
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vifit, ſhe had a Curioſity to view their Modes, and to try 
their Breeding ; bur alas! ſhe loft her Honour in the 
Voyage, and return'd with leſs Credit than ſhe went. I 
fear our Engliſh Damſels meet with the ſame Adventure, 
And buy their Breeding by the Forfeiture of their Inno- 
cence : For alas! we have Sichem as well as Canaan, 
and young Gentlewomen perchance not better prepar'd 
for Defence, than the Daughter of Jacob. i 

J have no Talent at Parallels, nor am able to deter- 
mine whether the Spaniſh Donna's Vertue falls ſhort of 
that of our Engliſ Ladies. But if they are bad under 
Reſtraint, Liberty will never mend em. Opportunity 
makes the Thief, Temptation preſſes harder near, than 
at a Diſtance. It riſes upon Sight, for Senſe is ſtronger 
than Memory, and Life than Painting. Now thoſe who 
rack their Wits to find a Temptation, will ſcarce diſ- 
pure againſt ir, if it falls in their Way ; beſides free Com- 
merce meets more Occaſions in a Week, than T1:alians, 
or Spaniſh under a Confinement are able to procure in a 
Year, | 

Lean give no Account of the Brafilian Modeſty, nor 
intend to argue Pro or Con, whether fine Clothes, or 
none at all are more dangerous; however, I would nor 
have young Ladies brought up by the Standard of the 
Line. Iam not in Love with your Equinoctial Caſui- 
ſtry; nor admire the Topinbeian Modeſty half ſo much 
as Old Lery. Your Behaviour del Cabo will not reliſh in 
1 nor your Adamitical Garments fence Vertue in 
London. Nothing can check Nature but good Principles 
and great Caution, Nay Vertue tho ſolid muſt pot be 
truſted roo far; for if it be preſs'd roo Home, *rwill 
march off, and give us the Slip. | 

Wherefore to conclude, lead not your Daughrers unto 
Balls, without Neceſſity or Civility require their Pre- 
ſence, and even ſeldom in thoſe Circumſtances, Such 
Nouriſhment is roo ſtrong for weak Stomacks, and I 
ſhall not wonder they loſe their Health, if they feed ſo 
foul. To guard Chaſtity without Spot or Stain, is no 
eaſie Task; ir moves upon a ſteep Aſcent, + Now thoſe 
who talk and laugh can ſcarce ſtrain up a Hill, If Care 
and Pains will hardly do, what will become of thoſe 
that are rock'd in Pleaſure, and lie under all the Inſtru- 
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the Subject, the Practice won't bear a Defence. When 
the Cauſe is naught we, ſhould nor ftrain for Pretences;: 
In a Word, it's certain ſuch Converſations are dangeroy, 
they rouſe bad Humours, they vitiate the Fanſie, and pre. 
pare the Will for Rebellion, ; 
Emil, Too free Converſation is not without ſome In. 
conveniencies; but then conſider that Retirement is not 
exempt; for the Fanſie will break Incloture, rho' the By. 
dy be coop'd up; nay, and bring into the Chamber al 
the Species of exterior Objects; and, it's odds, ill. Oh. 
jects will crowd in with the innocent, and may pro. 
bably meet with a kinder Reception; for they glide 
ſmoothly upon the Senſe, and then a Girl not much em- 
ployed, may divert Melancholy with the Proſpect. 
Ezſeb. You are in the Right, and you prove that the 
moſt ſtrict Recluſe is always within the Reach. of Dab. 
ger, but then ſhe ſtands more out of the Way; and if 
the Copy of unlawful Things make ſuch a deep Impreſ. 
ſion, the Original would fink deeper, | 

Bur firſt I have provided againſt Idleneſs, by coun. 
ſelling you ro bring your Daughters up in the Practice of 
_ thoſe Works that become their Age and Quality; by in- 
uring em to the Lecture of thoſe Books that feed Devo- 
tion, and delight without Danger. 

Secondly, I only ſpeak againſt the Company of Men; 
they may viſit their own Sex, and paſs away tbe Time in 
thoſe REcreations, that neither claſh with Decency, nor 
endanger Vertue ; and if they grow uneaſie upon ſo {mall 
a Reſtraint, and fall into Firs of Melancholy, you may 
conclude the Cauſe of the Diſtemper lurks in the Sou), 
not in the Body, and that the Heart ſhould rather be 
purg d than the Spleen, Indeed you ſhould nor truſt your 
Child without good Caution even with her own Sex, for 
all are not Staunch. Some are unballaſt, and roo Light, 
and if they are infected with Pride or Vanity, if they 
languiſh after the fading Pleaſures of the World with Pre- 
judice to Vertue, they may ſcatter the Contagion both, 
by Words and Example. 


But ler not your Care out. run Prudence. Importune 
not a Daughter at Fifteen with Precepts and Inſtruction, 
you may exceed by Severity as well as by Indulgence; 
and by forcing her to be too Good, tempt her to 2 
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Allow ſome Grains to Youth, and rather wink ar light 
Faults than chaſtiſe em. You cannot expect at Twelve 
the Maturity of Forty; nor the Stay dneſs and Prudence 
at Fifteen, as of a Lady of Fifty. Youth is unfurniſh'd 
with Reflection, and ſometimes acts rather by Impulſe 
than Reaſon. Now time will ſooner heal ſuch Failings 
than Reproof, and Age is a better Doctor for this Di- 
ſemper than Expoſtularion ; for when Correction comes 
often ir loſes its Force, it makes no Impreſſion, and ſome- 
times works the wrong Way, i. e. it's received with a 
Per, and perchance with a Raillery too; and thus what 
was intended for a Remedy becomes Poyſon, and rather 
kills than cures, You forfeir your Authority firſt, and 
then the Daughter wirhdraws her Reſpect and Kindneſs 
ro make way for Averſion; and when this unlucky Paſ- 
fion ſteps in, what can be expected but Noiſe and Cla- 
mour ? And God ſend it ends there. Young People are 
headſtrong, and oft'ner follow the Advice of Reſentment 
than of Prudence. A Young Lady of my Acquaintance 
a great Fortune, and handſomely qualified with all the 
Accompliſhments of Art and Nature, flung her ſelf away 
upon a Man unworthy to be her Page, I expoſtulated 
the Matter with her, and ſhew'd her the unbeſeemingneſs 
of the Fact: She eafily condeſcended ſo far, as to confeſs 
ſhe had done ill, bur laid the Fault at her Mother's Door, 
She tired my Patience ( ſaid ſhe ) with imperious Repri- 
mands, as if ſhe intended rather to Torment than Cor- 
rect me. I was either too gay, or too reſery'd, and no 
more able ro pleaſe her in Solitude, than in Company. 
When I prayed, Biggottry was coming upon me; when I 
read, Madneſs ; a Smile was conſtrued Lightneſs; a Frown 
ill Nature ; Fine, Cloaths Vanity ; and a common Dreſs 
Sluttiſnneſs. So that my Mother play'd either the Mo- 
mus, or the Fury. In fine, I hung continually upon the 
Rack, and the Torment was roo ſenſible ro be endur'd 
with Patience. I found no way to break my Chains, bur 
by beating our new ones; and caſt my ſelf away, not to 
languiſh in Slavery, I confeſs the Speech touch d me no 
leſs than her Misfortune; and if I compaſſionated the 
Daughter, I dereſted rhe Conduct of the Mother, Take 
care leaſt you puſh Severity too far, and miſtake not Fro. 
wardneſs for Correction. I have ſeen the moſt cowardly 
Creatures (when preſs'd ) turn upon thoſe that pony 
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them; and ſometimes vault from a Tower to ſave they; 
ſelves. Great Preſſures cauſe deſperate Attempts, when 
they meer with a violent Paſſion ; and whoſoever ſupye; 
fes a Senſe of Duty will always over-rule a ſtrong Re. 
ſentment, is ill acquainted with Human Nature, Behay 
pour felf ro your Daughter not like a Jailor, bur as ; 

Companion : Lay down the Authority of a Miſtreſs, and 

take up all rhe kindneſs of a Mother. When you hay: 
a Child's Hearr, you may mould her into any ſhape; 

bur when you have her Averſion, you may undo her by 

Reproof, bur will never — her. 

Wben you have brought up a Child in Piery to an Age 
of Maturity, nothing remains for the Diſcharge of your 

Duty, but a Settlement ſuitable to her Education and 

Quality. This is a Matter of che bigheſt Concern, and 
therefore requires much Caution, and long Deliberation: 
For what can't be undone muſt not be done without 

Thought and Reflection. Croſs not the lawful Inclina. 
tions of a Child our of a View of Intereſt, nor tie her 
to a Man for whom ſhe has no other Paſſion bur that of 
Averſion. When Marriages are made without Love, 
Love often follows without Marriage: And thus you 
force her to be Miſerable, and tempt her ro reſign her 
Vertue and Honour. 

Here is a ſhort Sum of your Duty, and I could wih 
you would ſpend ſome cool Thoughts upon the Subjecd, 
it's of importance, and deſerves Reflection. What is here 
laid down has nothing hard, nothing Bigottry; it neither 
encroaches upon Quality, nor entrenches upon a decent 
Freedom; and tho it did, you muſt remember God will 
not give Heaven gratis; it's a Reward, not a free Gift, 
and ſomething muſt be done to deſerve it. Glory is not 
purchas'd without Labour, nor Wealth without Pains, 
and yer Death cannot with- hold the Sold ier form the pur - 
ſure of the one, nor the Dread of Tempeſts and Quick- 
ſands dererr the Merchant from the Chaſe of the other: 
And yet what are thoſe if compared to the Treaſures 
God has prepared ſor the Godly in Heaven? If then Men 
drudge for Things ſo fading and tranſitory, how can you 
refuſe to labour for thoſe that are Eternal And if a bare 
Hope of Succeſs perſwades Men to run upon certain Pe- 

rils ; merhinks the infallible Promiſes of our Saviour de- 
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ſerve as great a Compliance, Heaven, Madam, is a 
brave Purchaſe, What a charming State is it, that pla- 
ces us above Pain, and ſears us our of the reach of Death 2 
That ſupplies all we can defire, and removes all we can 
fear ? That puts an end ro Wiſhes, and a beginning to the 
enjoyment of God ? 

Emil. Sir, I thank you for the Pains you have taken, 
and doubt not bur God will reward your Charity, 
hall rerurn wiſer, and I hope better. Bur to compleat 
the Fayour, be pleas'd ro oblige me wirh your Inftrudions 
in Writing. Memory is Treacherous, and we often for- 
get thole things that ſhould always be remembred : Be. 
fides the Benefir is too Important to be confined'to a pri- 
vate Perſon. My Diſeaſe is Epidemical, and you will 
find few Ladies in Court untainted : Pray let the Reme- 
dy be publick. I will ſend it to the Preſs with your 
Leave, and preſent it to our Sex with a Dedication. *+* 

Euſeb, You may command me, I will leave -the Pa- 
pers at your Diſpoſal, upon Condition you conceal my 
Name, for I have no Inclination to new Engagements. 
Some may complain rhe Phyſick is roo ftrong, and then 
the Doctor is in Danger to be greered with the Title of 

amus, or Mountebank, Now ſuch a Sentence pro- 
nounic'd by one Lady, will certainly prejudice my Pra- 
ice, and ruin my Fortune: For a Phyfician's skill riſes 
and falls by the Opinion of Ladies, Emilia and Lucia 
after ſome Complements took Leave of Euſebius, and 
drove home. They were as calm as a Spring Morning, and 
of Enemies became Exſebius's Admirers. 
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DIALOGUE VII. 
Euſebius inſtructs Leander in the Duty of a Soldier. 


Hen the Ladies. were gone, Euſebius ſate down to 
Dinner with Neander, and invited him ro ſpend 
ſome part of the Evening in the Park, We have been 
( ſaid he with a Smile) upon hard' Service this Morning, 
| have almoſt talk d my ſelf down; let us breath a littſe 
freſh Air in the Park, and reinforce our Spirits, methinks 
mine begin to droop, and call for Relaxation. 
| ; Neand, | 
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_  Neand. IIl wait upon you, Age and Labour wol 
upon the Body; I wonder not your Spirits run low, Di. 
courſe with Life and Vigour drains the Arteries : Hoy, 
ever you are not exhauſted; and I believe you have; 
ſufficient Fund of Vitals behind, co furniſh another Con, 
verſation, Zeal buoys up Nature, and repairs the De, 
cays of Age. And now they were taking Coach, when 
in comes a Gentleman call'd Leander, This was he who 
underrook the Combat againſt Euſebius, and was depy. 
ted by the Club ef Debauchees to ask Satisfaction. H: 
was a Man of Quality and Title; he bore a confiderz. 
ble Command in the Army, and made no contemptible 
Figure at Court. He had a Senſe of Religion, but his 
Morals anſwered nor the Purity of his Faith.. However, 
his youthful Sallies ſprung rather from Frailty than Ma. 
lice, and he was carried down the Stream of Senſuality, 
rather by the Perſuaſion of ill Company, than by the 
Inclination of Nature. However, when he had rioted 2. 
way his Innocence, he ſtill kept good Principles, and 
could nor. applaud thoſe Crimes he had the Weakneſs to 
commit. Nay his Conſcience never permitted him to fin 
without a Reproach : So that he was ſure to pay dearly 
in his Chamber, for the Liberties he took in the Tavern, 
He always fin'd with a Check, and one might read Con- 
cern in his Forehead, and Guilr in his Face. Eleutheriu 
would needs play the Exorciſt, and lay the Devil of 
Conſcience. as he term d it. Come, Leander ( ſaid he) 
caſt off, theſe Qualms and leave puking, we live by Meat 
and Drink (as they ſay) and Fleſh and Blood will never 
thrive upon School Subtletics and Notions, When thou canſt 
bring all Men to be of one Mind, all Fudgments to meet 
upon the ſame Point, and all Conſciences to the ſame Gage, 
then thou mayſt: begin to think of Futurities : but till this 
be done, lay hold of the preſent, and turn Conſcience _ 


the Common; keep it low and it will leave wincing. This 


Flight of Libertiniſm grated upon Leander's Hearing, 
he could not bear the Impiery without a Bluſh, and tho 
he ſmother d the Reſentment, his Concern was no leis. 


For Shame always accompanied his Tranſgreſſions, and 


he could not endure to hear People defend one Crime 


with another, or authorize Tranſgrefſions by ridiculing 


But 
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But the laſt Night's Expedition quite turn d his Sto- 
mach; he could by no means digeſt tuch a Meſs ot Cur- 
ſes, and thoſe Vollies of Blaſphemies rung ſo diſmal a 
Peal in his Ears, that be thought himſelf in Hell among 
the wretched Crew of the Damn'd, and from this Mo- 
ment he reſolved to take up, and to bid farewel, to thoſe 
unlawful Pleaſures, that firft lead to Atheiſm, and then 
plunge the Sinner into eternal Torments. He had heard 
of Euſebius, and concluded him to be a Man of Merit 
and Piety, becauſe Eleutherius lampoon'd him. For what 
(aid he) can ſuch finiſh'd Rakes applaud bur Vice, or 
buffoon but Verrue? When therefore the Cabal deter- 
min d to attack Euſebius, he embraced the Occaſion, and 
offer d his Perſon for the Encounter : But his Intention 
was not to argue, but to learn; to receive Inſtruction, 
not to Hector. 

Ar his arrival he inform d Euſebius of his Errant, he 
declar d his Name, Quality, Circumſtance, and Reſo- 
lution. 

Euſebius declih'd the Task as much as Civility would 
permit: He told him he was better provided to receive, 
than to give Inſtruction; bur Leander preſs d upon him 
too hard to receive a Denial. At laſt Importunity over- 
came the old Gentleman, and he began thus. You are a 
Souldier and a Courtier, ſo that your Buſineſs lies in the 
Field, or St. Fames's: In Summer you lodge under a 
Tent, in Winter at Court: We will firſt cut you our 
Employment for the de 0 


Euſeb. Courage is the Diana of Souldiers, it's a kind 
of Camp Divinity, and all from the General to the pri- 
vate Centinel pay it Homage, and almoſt Adoration : It's 
therefore your Intereſt nor to be led away by Notions 
fluſn d by Error, and framd by Caprice, Remember 
one Vertue is never at Variance with another, they live 
in Amity, and entertain a good Correſpondence : Bur 
you way as ſoon ſtrike Fire out of Ice, as Valour out of 
Crimes, Sin alone arms Death with Terror, Innocence 
dares provoke it; and even charge thro Hell: For Death 
can only take from pious Chriſtians a Life they muſt 
ſurrender to Nature; its Power only reaches the Body; 
and its Dominion expires with our laſt Breath. If you 
ambition the repute of a Valiant Man, make ſure of 
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Vertue ; put no ſtreſs on a fiery Conſtitution, chat riſe, 
and alls with the Barometer, a Courage that depends on 
Seatons is præcarious, and can no more be truſted than 
the Winds; it oftiner flows in the Tavern than in the 
Field, and looks more ſternly on an Enemies Back, than 
on his Face. * a 


Provide, Leander, ſor the Chriſtian: If you miſcarry 
undder this Character, that of rhe Souldier will ſcarce 
reſcue you: The Colonel will be uneaſie if che Chriſtian 
be damm d, nor will all the Bravo's of his Regiment re. 
trieve his Misfortune; ſtand therefore on your own 
Guard, and be as ready to meer Death, as to Encounter 
the Enemy, Death, Dear Sir, makes its Approaches by 
ſurpriſe, and atracks by Mine and Stratagem, it "works 
out of Sight, and often aſſaults without Signal: 1 muk 
rell you too, it hates Capirularion, it takes in the Van. 
-quifh'd at Diſcretion, and will not hear of 'a Cartel. 
Nay it diſtinguiſhes not the General from a common 
Trooper, and has no regard to Dignity or Commiſſion. 
So that neither the 'Duke, nor the Marſpal will be per. 
mitted to trip back to London, or Paris upon their P. 
role. When once Death has arreſted you, nothing te. 
mains but Hell or Heaven, and both Eternal. This Un- 
-cerrainty of Death, made our Saviour ſo often preach 
"Care and Caution. He bids us ftand continually upon 
our Guard, and counſels us as a Friend, to prepare 4- 

gainſt an Enemy, ſo audacious, and at the ſame time (0 
_undermining. And certainly, if this Advice be ſeaſons 
ble for all Mankind, ir muſt be very proper for Souldi. 
ers, for they nor only run the common Hazards of Men, 
but alſo thoſe that wait upon their Profeſſion. They cat: 
try about them the Principles of a thouſand Diftemper,, 
and ut every Step tumble upon foreign Dangets, never 
foreſeen, and ſeldom avoided. Sometimes you beat vp 
"the Enemies Quarters, ſometimes he returns to the 
Charge. If you give him a Camiſade, he comes upon 
you with a Revei/ Marin: Vet whether you aſſail, or ate 
' aflailed, you are equally within the Reach of Danger, 
and nothing but Hazard can protect you: For who eve 
comes in the Way of Bombs and. Bullets lea ves Security 
behind him. Keep therefore your ſelf clear of Sin, yo! 
will fight with a good Heart, if a good Conſcience to 


lows 
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lows you to the Engagement, and will either come of a 
Conquerour, or fall a Hero, Bur if Crimes draw upon 
the Soul, whilſt Muskets and Artillery play upon the Bo. 
dy, Fortitude will nor long ſtand by you: Courage 
without a good Conſcience trembles at Hell, and leaves 
a Man diſpirited when he moſt needs Support. For who 
will charge an Enemy thro' Smoak and Fire, that fears 
the next Moment to plunge into everlaſting Sulphur ? If 
therefore you have a mind to fight well, reſolve to live 
well, and whilſt you have Time, think of a Proviſion 
beyond the Grave. 8 


Live not in the Camp like a Spahs or Faniſary at the O- 
thoman Port, meerly for Intereſt, or Glory. Such Pagan 
Motives are below the Dignity of a Chriſtian Cavalier. 
Level your Pretenſions above ſuch baſe Views, and make 
Advantage of Labour and Merir. Can't you ſerve your 
Prince, benefir your Country, oblige Poſteriry, deſerve 
the Applauſe of Men, and a Reward in Heaven? Can 
you not be as brave out of a Senſe of Duty, as of Vani- 
ty or Intereſt 2 Will your Pay be leſs, becauſe you expect 
a Grarification hereafter 2 Will your Actions be leſs glo- 
rious, becauſe they receive a Luſtre from Vertue? Raiſe 
up then your Ambition to this noble Height; ſtrike at 
this charming Mark, it's worth the while, and fits the 
Character of a Chriſtian, Bur it's a Madneſs beyond 
Frenzy ro drudge like Slaves in the Quarries, or Meral 
Mines, to eſpouſe continual Dangers, to refign the Satis- 
factions of Life, for Noiſe and Ceremony, for a few 
Crowns, or a Place in the Gazette, for an airy Huzza of 
inſignificant Mortals, who praiſe by Chance, and blame 
at Random; who fide with Temerity againſt true Cou- 
rage, and always pronounce in Favour of ſucceſsful Raſh- 
neſs againſt unfortunatę Prudence and Bravery. 

Notwithſtanding this bewitching Phanrome faſcinates 
Souldiers ; it hears their Brain, and anvils out a thou- 
land Contrivances. Neither Rhetorick is able to ha- 
rangue em, nor Logick to reaſon em our of this unchri- 
ftian Humour : It's the leaſt reaſonable, and moſt chil- 
diſh of all our Follies, To court Death in Earneft, for 
a Life purely in fanſie, to fling up all the Advantages of 
this World, and run headlong upon all the Terrors of 


the other for a Panegyrick, is to bottom our Summum bo- 
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num on Opinion, and to be happy at others Courrteſie, 
Applauſe is a very indigent, or a very ill natur d thing; 
it leaves us where it finds us, and cannot, or will not 
retrieve the moſt inſigniticant Mis fortune. Pray in what 
| King's Reign did it fill an empty Pocket? When did it 
Set a disjointed Eſtate 2 When did it command a dilor. 
der'd Pulſe ro beat even,? Or recall a Man from his 
Grave? Alas! the Expectation of this Life at ſecond 
Hand can only draw fine Landskips in the Imagination, 
and crown the Brain with diverting Thoughts, Now a 
moderate Doſe of Opium will do the Buſineſs with leſs 
hazard than a Stab, and ar leſs expence than the Forſei- 
rure of Life and Limb, | | 
. You intend nor, I ſuppoſe, to carry Bravery beyond 
that of the Duke of Luxemburgh, nor diſpure Conduct 
with matchlels Turenne : No, believe me, Sir, you will 
fall ſhort a Bars length at leaft of the firſt, and will 
ſcarce come within Canon Shot of the ſecond ; and yet 
theſe mighty Hero's ſleep in their Graves, The admit d 
Panegyrick of de la Rue could not awake the Duke, nor 
the 1wimming Periods of Flechizr revive the Vicount. 
Their brave Actions that fill'd the Gazetres of the laſt 
Age, may perchance appear in the' Theater rowards the 


end of this, and if it pleaſe the Poet not for Triumph, 5 
but Condemnation. But alas! The Dead are not great- 0 
er for the Eſteem of the Living, nor leſs for their Cen- GC 
ſure, If a Vertuous Motive animated the Enterpriſes of MW C 
theſe famous Generals, they have receiv'd a Reward ; if 
a Vitious one, they feel the Puniſhment, Fight there- FR 
fore in a good Cauſe, with a clear Conſcience and a N 
holy Motive, like a Chriſtian, not like a Mameluke, or 8 
Pagan: Provide for your Soul, and God will provide for : 

our Honour; if your Name be forgot in the Annals of | | 
Time, it will make a Noble Figure in thoſe of Eternity. P 
"Thoſe invincible Squadrons of Martyrs, who in the Eye 
of the World lived in Contempt, and died in Diſhonour, BY bir 
who were laſh'd like Slaves, and execured as Criminals; ws: 
are crown'd with immortal Glory in Heaven, and their his 
very Memory breaths perfumes on Earth, whilſt their * 
Perſecutors groan in Flames; and God ſeems to have (ol 
convey*d down their Names to Poſterity only for their C; 


Puniſhment, and our Inſtruction, 


Leand, 
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Leand. You adviſe me to ſtand for a good Cauſe; Is 
it the Subjects Buſineſs to enter into the Secrets of the 
Cabinet, to examine the Reſults of the Privy Counſel, 
and to ſet up a ſingle Opinion againſt a Royal Declara- 
tion 2 With ſubmiſſion, I always thought it the Duty of 
Subjects ro obey, not to diſpute with Superiors ; they 
muſt be ſuppos d ro command what is Juſt, till their In- 
junctions appear evidently un juſt. For in doubtful Caſes 
preſumption ſtands for the Government; and this defe- 
rence we indiſpenſably owe ro Authority, otherwiſe I 
ſee not how the chief Magiſtrate can maintain Peace and 
Tranquility, I confeſs it's my Opinion, and has always 
been my Practice. 

Euſeb. Had all Men kept up to your Principles, leſs 
Blood had run trom Engliſh Veins the laſt Age, and leſs 
Coin from their Purſes, Bur when Prince's Prerogatives 
are clip'd, their Orders queſtion'd by the Multitude, 
when Zack and Tom erect Tribunals of Right and Wrong 
in every Tavern, and an Amſterdam 9 u- 
ſurps the Power of reviewing the Proclamations of 
Whitehall, what can be expected but Tumult and De- 
ſtruction? When therefore the Government declares 
War, a Subject muſt luppoſe it Lawful, unleſs he can 
oppoſe ſtrict Evidence, and he may fight with a ſafe 
Conſcience under his Lawful Prince's Standard in this 
Conjuncture. But this is not the preſent Caſe ; I hinted 
at a Practice unjuſt in my Opinion, tho' ordinary, Young 
Gentlemen without Employment at home, try Concluſi- 
ons abroad: They purſue Commiſſions in Holland, France, 
and Germany, and ſell their Service (as Jockies do Hor- 
ſes) to him that bids moſt, their Swords diſtinguiſh nor 
Right from Intereſt, they ſtand not upon the Niceties of 
Caſuiſtry, nor trouble themſelves with the Notions of 
Jaſtice, their Buſineſs is to ſecure Money without forma- 
lizing upon the Means, and ſuppoſe their Caule good, if 
their Commiſſion be creditable, and lucrative, 

Leand. Permit me, Sir, to interpoſe ; methinks you 
bind up unprovided Gentlemen ro hard Circumſtances, 
and ſcrew up the Morals of the Goſpel ſome Points roo 
high. Suppoſe I plead hard for a Regiment under Philip 
the V. but falling ſhort of my Expectation, I addreſs my 
ſelf to Charles the III. and obtain a Commiſſion ; is this 


Conduct ſinful ? 
| fo Bal. 
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Exſeb. Had you been pleas'd to have ſuffer'd me 9 
proceed, you had 'receiv'd an anſwer io this Quere, | 
Therefore explain my Mind thus. An Engliſhman by 
no dependance on foreign States, and therefore canng 
enter into their Quarrels at Random, he muſt be cot. 
vinc d, before he draws his Sword, the Parties Righ 
ſtands upon fair Reaſons, and plauſible Grounds ; for a 
Officer thus in Commiſſton is a kind of Lawyer with thi 
only Difference, that the one pleads his Clients Caule a 
the Bar, the other in the Field; the one with bis Tongue, 
the other with his Sword; and as no Lawyer can under. 
take the Defence of a Cauſe deſtitute of Proofs, tha 
tound a rational Probability; ſo no Gentleman can en. 
ter into an extern Service without a previous Infor mati. 
on of the Juſtice of the Quarrel he engages to Defend, 
Now tho” it be certain that if Philip has Right to the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, Charles has none; and that if this 
Fine has, Philip is an Uſurper, (For two can Have 10 
right at the ſame time to the lame thing) yet becauſe 
Juriſts are divided 3 rhe Queſtion, and both ſuppon 
their Title by probable Arguments, a Stranger may fide 
with either, but then he cannot ſheer off from one to rhe 
other. For then he is ſure to eſpouſe rhe Prong againſt 
the Right, becauſe Juſtice ſtands not for both. I cauti- 
on'd you againſt this Game of Faſt and Looſe, Under-Of. 
ficers often play at. It's neither Gentile nor Chriſtian, 
chooſe your Side'in God's Name, bur then let nor a fairer 
Proſpect of Advantage draw you over to the Enemy, 
Indeed this ſhifting of Colours is rather the Practice of 
the Souldiers than Commanders. But rheſe ſometimes 
are guilry ; and as the Conſequences in theſe are more ¶ wit! 
dangerous, ſo their Crime is leis pardonable. Rel 

Leand. I take your Meaning, A Subject muſt ftand or 
up for the Defence of his Lawfal Prince and Country, r. 
againſt rhe Attempts of a Foreign Enemy, without en- * 
tring upon a Diſquiſition of the Juftice of rhe War, But Cen 
whoever enters into the Service of a Foreign State, - ſtig 
ctually engaged in War, muſt be perſwaded upon rati- We 
onal Gronnds the War is juſt, And when be has ſtruck s 
in with one Side, he cannot retreat to the other daring Cor 


the ſame War, unleſs he receives new Information. Cle 
Euſeb, You comprehend me. ” 
4 


Leand. 
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Land. I am of your Qpinion, and ſubſcribe ro your 
Realon; for by ſo "pt, rk run headlong into a fatal 
Necedicy df upholding Wong againſt Right, For tho 
he Titles of both the Pretendants may carty a fair Out- 
fide, yet it's certain, at the Bottom, one 1s defective. Pray 
now go on. A 
r 5 

Euſeb. Wage not War like Canibals, or Tartars. Com- 
miſſion reaches the Guilty, but gives no Power over the 
Innocent. Souldiers may come within the Statute of Mur- 
der, as well as Pads on the Highway, and may be 
guilty of Theft as Eve-droppers, or CutPurſes, Than * 
not Murder, thou ſhalt not ſteal, are comprehenſive e 
cepts, they take in the Camp as well as the City, an 
are no leſs binding in the Field, than in Winter Quarters. 
Keep therefore your Men up to Order and Diſcipline, 
and as you reward their Valour, ſo puniſh their Crimes, 
Look upon Maradures as à Nuiſance to the Camp, as 2 
Shame to the Profeſſion, and a Plague ro Mankind, They 
muſt not be countenanc'd as Souldiers, but executed as 
Fellons, They ſhould receive no better Quarter from 
their Officers, chan they give the Peaſants, nor find more 
Mercy when taken, than they ſhew when they rifle Vil- 
lages. Hoo binders not a Crime ( lays Seneca) commits 
it, The Rapes and Violences of a Souldier rebound an 
oy indulging Commanders, and by Connivance they a- 
opt M. | 

he great Beliſarius has left Generals a noble Model, 

and points out a ſhorr, but ſure Way ro Victory. Know 
Companions ( (aid he ) I am come to fight, not ſo much 
with Weapons of Steel, as with the Arms of Tuſtice and 
Religion : Without theſe, how can we expect Victory, or hope 
for Succeſs? My Camp ſhall not be polluted with Rapine, 
„or your Swords with Cruelty. Without Fuſtice Courage is 
» WH <>, and 4 wicked Hero will turn his Back to an innocent 
t WH Comard, This ſhort Harangue aw'd the Souldier, and 
- WH frighted him into Reſpect and Modeſty, Nay, it raiſed 
e General ſo high in the Efteem of all the 1ra/zans, that 
is hard to determine, whether they admired more his 
Conduct and Bravery, or his Diſcipline. The ver 
Clowns loved the Legionaries, as their Brethren, and a 
moſt ador'd the General as a Tutelar Divinity. Never 


Man undertook greater things with a leſs Army, nor 
4 came 
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came off with mofe Glory. With ſcarce twelve thouſand 
Souldiers he clear d Africa of Tyrants, and Italy alm 


of the Goths ; he not only retook Rome, but ſubdued J. 
tiges at the Head of a hundred thouſand Men, and led 


him Captive to Conſtantinople, Thus we ſee Succes 


oft ner follows Order and Diſcipline, than Numbers, and 
that Vertue with a ſmall Retinue overmatches Vice with 
er. = : 3 
Leand, I confeſs it were to be wiſh'd that our General 
had more Authority, and the Souldiers better Diſcipline, 
But alas! theſe Qualities are out of Faſhion, and Obedi. 
ence that once made the Glory of Souldiers, is now be. 
come their Shame. * | 
Euſeb. If you are unable to bridle the Militia's Inſo. 
lence, quit your Poſt, it's better to reſign you Commiſſi- 
on than your Innocence, and more ſafe to lay down your 
Command, than to forfeit your Soul. He is unfit for 
Rule, that cannot command Obedience. | 
Il have ſeen Armies licentious beyond Meaſure, and in- 
ſolent to Exceſs, one would have thought Attila with his 
Huns was once more return'd to plague Chriſtendom; 
Terraur march'd before the Camp, Deſolation accompa- 
ny d it, and a thouſand Imprecations of undone Pealants 
follow'd it, Mahomet could not have acted more þ/oody 
Tragedies in rte Nor the moſt irritated Chriſtian 
Prince in Aſia. They ftorm'd more Purſes than Towns, 
and wheel'd off, from Counterſcarpes, to aſſault Hen- 
Roofts and Sheep: cotes. They ſeem'd to rake the Field, 
not to fight but to plunder, and whilft the lawleſs Soul- 
diers ſcatter d Ruin with Fire and Sword, the Generals 
| ſpread Deſolation with Safepuards : So that the Protect. 
on of theſe, was more expenſive than the Avarice of rhole, 
and kindneſs was no leſs cruel than Fury. The Diſor- 
der was evident, tho the Cauſe of it was diſputed ; ſome 
arraign'd the Weakneſs, others the Avarice of the Off- 
cets, and ſome the Inſolence of the Souldiers. Bur whilſt 
every one complain'd, rhe Miſchief run on without Li- 
mit, and only then a Remedy was applied, when the 
Diſeaſe was paſt Cure, i. e. when the Country could !ole 
no more, nor the Army gain any more: And yet thele 
fine Pranks were play'd among Friends, and Allies. But 
if Friendſhip, be ſo chargeable, it's not worth the Pur- 
chaſe, and I had rather lay my al at the Mercy of a = 
| | | than 


t 


WWW 


that is ruin'd by his Enemy. An 
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than to give it to the Avarice of a Friend; for I believe 
he is no richer that is beggar d by his Prorector, than he 

methinks ro be hugg'd, 
or pifto'd ro Death is an equal Misfortune. You know, 
Sir, how many Iſraelites fell for the Sacrilege of one Man, 
and nothing could appeaſe God's Anger, bur the Execu- 
tion of the Offender, How many Armies have melted a- 
way into nothing for the ſame Cauſe ? Mortality ſwept 
away Whole Companies without Remedy, and buried 
Regiments without Honour. Tho' Souldiers and Offi- 
cers (mile ar theſe Exorbitances, they will hereafter 
change their Mirth into a more doleful Key, unleſs they 
deteſt with Horror thoſe Injuſtices, they now applaud 


with Infolence, Yon muſt never draw your Sword but 


ro defend Juſtice, and a Generals Commanding Staff, like 
the Club of Hercules, muſt always be heaved up to quell 
Monſters. | 

V, 

Tho'a Souldiers Life be honourable, yer we muſt grant 
that of all Profeſſions it's the moſt miſerable. The Prero- 
gative of a private Centinel above a Slave lies only in the 
Name, and the Ad vantage, if any, ſtands for the Gallerien: 
For the Souldier is tied to continual Duty, and like a Va- 
gabond is without Houſe, and often without Cover. He 
1s unprovided of Neceſſaries to ſupply his Wants, and of 
Patience to ſupport em without Murmur. Yer he aban- 
dons his Friends, bids his Country Farewel, to range a- 


bout the World (like the wild Tartars in Tents) he 


throws himſelf upon Poverty under a Foreign Climate, 
and Affronts Death for a Groat a Day. What an incon- 
fiderable Sallery is here for a Toil fo laviſh, crowded 
with ſuch a Multitude of Dangers, and ſo far removed 
from the very Hope of Preferment 2 Yer ſome Officers 
in ſpight of Laws both human and divine, divide this no- 
thing, and ſo ſtarve the Souldier to feed their Pride and 
Debauchery, They live high at others Expence, and 
carry on the Camp Diverſion (Gaming) by Extortion: 
This Pandoras Box pours our a hundred Plagues upon the 
Army, for the Souldier muſt live; if therefore the Cap- 
rain purloins the Pay, and ſets ir aſide to retrieve an un- 


lucky Caft, or to ſtop a Camp-Ladies Mouth, muſt he 


not draw Bills of Exchange upon the Country, i. e. give 
the Signal to plunder ar Diſcretion, and upon his Honour 
| N promiſe 
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promiſe Impunity 2 I ence rook. the Liberty to check a 


Captain for a Conduct ſo unchriſt ian, and unnatura], 


Faith Sir, { {aid he) the Cards run unkindly the other 
Day, my Guineas deſerted to the Enemy, and I muſt re- 


cru, This is the oply Way, and Cuſtom has prevail. | 


ed. So bave (anſwer d I) a great many ill things be- 
ſides. The 4 A Extravagances can plead a Preſident, 
and if this \ufhced to anthorize an Action, Whores and 
. would have a fine Time, and theſe ſcandalous 
rofeſſions would become not only reputable, but inno- 
cent. But, Sir, Cuſtom without Reaſon is no better, than 
Vice triumpham. | 
Beſides, it cheriſhes Deſertions, and ſo injures the 
Prince as well as the Subject. Who will drudge meerly 
tor Baſtinados and Begga:y This is uneaſie, and thole 
are neither creditable nor pieahng, Nay, Pain and Mi- 
ſery are inſupportable, unleis corrected by ſome ſweet- 
ning Ingredients, like Pills, they muſt be gilt ro go down : 
For believe me, Pain with Souldiers over-rules Duty, 
and Senſe of Indigence works ſtronger than that of Hc- 
nour; their Reaſon is in the Oar, unpoliſh'd and a'moſt 
unfit for Service. Diſcourſe and Reflection run very 
low with them, and Confcience lower. What then can 
keep theſe poor Wretches to their Colours, if their Sub- 
ſiſtence be withdtawn ? Nothing in Hand, with nothing 
in Reverſion is Beggary for Lite, Such a State is miſe- 
rable beyond Parallel, it's a kind of Damnation that dil. 
cards a Man not only of all Comfort, but even of Hope 
and ctation, — 
Their Fortune being ſo low, they know it cannot ſink 
lower, and then it's natural by ſhifting Sides to endea- 
vour to be better, and thus we fee Regiments grow thin 
without Battle, without Diſeaſes, and Companies bro- 
ken by meer Deſertion. Severity will never heal this E- 
vil. Deſpair forces People upon ſtrange Courſes, He 
who receives daily unkindneſs from bis Officer, and In- 
juſtice too, will rather for once venture the Gallows, than 
continually groan under the Tyranny. | 
Leand. Why don't the Souldiers complain? They are 
freeborn Subjects, and under the Protection of the Law. 
Euſeb. Complain when the Plantiff ſtands at the Bar, 
and the Defendant firs on the Bench, on which fide will 
the Ballance turn? The informer is immediately clapd 
| | | up 


at buoy up the Spirits of Slaves. 
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, for Mutiny, and thus at the ſame time he forfeits 
his pay, and lays his Life at the Mercy of a Court- 
Marſhal. This Camp Juſtice is ill natur'd and quick 
too; a Man is ſent into the other World in a Mo- 
ment, nor for his own, but others Crimes. Good 
God | To take a Man's Purle, and then to bar him the 
Liberty ro complain; to ſtretch him on the Rack, and 
then to Torment him becauſe he groans, has more of the 
Trrant than of the Judge, and ſa vours more of the Qf- 
ficers Prerogative, than of the Liberty and Property of the 
Souldiers. Its the Duty of the high Officers to look in- 
to the Comportmenr of the lower; to ſtop theſe Grie- 
vances by Puniſhment or Caſheering ; if they wink at 
ſuch Offenders God will not connive at their Criminal In- 
dulgence. Lewis the XIV. in my Preſence did an Action 
worthy of his Greatneſs: Two Souldiers were led to Ex- 
ecution, as he enter d into the Town; the poor Wretcbes 
cry'd out Mercy, and the King ſtopd; he enquired the 
Cauſe of their Puniſhment, and when he was told they 
had left their Colours turning to the Priſoners, Friends 
(faid he) what mov'd you to leave my ſervice, were you 
pay'd They replied, no: He ſent for the Officers upon 
the*Spor, examin'd rhe Accuſation, and finding em guil- 
ty he tore their Commiſſions, broke their Swords, and 
pardon'd the Priſoners. This Piece of Juftice ſhould ſtand 
upon Record for a Preſident, and for an Example to Ge- 
nerals, and for a Terror to under Officers, and were it 
ſometimes practis d, I believe Deſertion might be leſs fre- 
quent, and by COT Executions, 

Treat your Soulders like Men with Civility, not like 
Aſſes with Clubs; Cruelty may break Bones but will ne- 
ver heal Faults, I have ſeen the Cane raiſe Indignation 
often, but never Sorrow; it fetches our thoughts of Re. 
venge, bur inſtills no purpoſe oft Amendment. People 
may be perſwaded by Reaſon, not beaten by Blows out 
of their Errors, I was acquainted with a Captain; he 
was a Man of Punctilio, and Ceremony, better at his 
Tongue than at his Weapon; he ſwore better than he 
fought, and was more famous for Caning his Company, 
than for ſtorming Half Moons. This young Huff com. 
manded a Serjeant to pay him Reſpect, and follow'd the 
Command with this quaint Redomontade, B. G. if you don't 

| | Til 
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I'll make a Devil ef you. But under his Worſhip's Fayoyr 
his Power anſwer d not his Will, in ſpight of Menace 
the Serjeant remain d a Man, and a Chriſtian, whilg 
my young Commander pur on the Feind; he was in. 
deed unfurniſh'd of Horns and cloven Feet, but unge; 
the Shape of a Man he poſſeſs d all the Malice of Satan. 
He affected Reſpect, and by exacting it with Haughtj. 
nels, and Empire, he fell into Contempt; for the Com. 
pany Huzza'd the Expreſſion, and burleſqu'd my Gentle. 
man by turning it to Ridicule. Nay the Drollery went 
fo far, that the Spark was forc d to throw up bis Com. 
miſſion: And thus inſtead of Metamorphoſing the other 
into a Devil, he made a Fool of himſelf. David with his 
Harp cured Saul, and play d down the evil Genius that 
- . haunted him; but certainly Curſes and Imprecationg 
have nor that healing quality. A Man may ſwear hin. 
ſelf into Hell, bur be'll ſcarce blaſpheme another into his 
Duty ; this horrid Cuſtom muſt be baniſh'd without re. 
ſerve, without limitation; it's too fowl to be ſcreen d by 
any Pretext of Affront or Inſolence; it grates u 
bearing; it's diſnonourable to our Almighty Creator, 
and dangerous in Example. Can't an Officer right him. 
ſelf without affronting God ? Can't he exact Obedience, 
without diſobeying the Laws of Heaven? Or has he a 
Mind to correct a Souldiers Offence at the Expence of 
his on Innocence, and to purchaſe Reſpect at the price 
of Damnation? > 41 4R 207467 | 
-- There are other Means to let People know their Di- 
ſtance, without being ill natur'd, or Impious : Put on a 
handſome Behaviour, ler the Souldier have his due, hear 
his Grievances with Patience, and redreſs em with Expedi- 
tion. When he offends uſe Reproof oftener than the Cane, 
and correct not one Fault by committing another. Let not 
damned Dog, Devil, or Son of a Whore paſs your Lips, 
the Dialect is unbeſeeming a Gentleman, and below a 
Chriſtian, Tho' there be a Difference berween a private 
Centinel and an Officer, yer ſuch Language magnities the 
Inequality beyond Proportion, they are of the tame Spe- 
cies; and inherit equally the common Prerogatives of the 
Kind; they have the ſame Relation to God, to Reaſon 
and Immortality. The Centinel has five Senſes, the Ge- 
neral has no more; and if the private Souldier be Ver- 
tuous, and the Officer Vitious, the whole Advantage lies 
L on 
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on bis Side, Indeed one has a Commiſſion, bur this is 


oſten the Effect of Chance or Money, not of Merit; and 


tho it may ſer you upon the higher Ground, it adds no- 
thing to your real Worth, The Equality therefore being 
@ even, let not the Treatment be diſproportion'd ; Re- 
fect you ſpeak to Men, not to Beaſts; to free- born Sub- 
jects, not to Slaves. 

Be generous and free, give not too much to Familiari- 
ty, nor ſtand off in Relerve. Be couragious in the Field, 
moderate in Converſation, and if you model your Con- 
duct by theſe Rules, Men will eſteem your Parts, and re- 
ſpect your Perſon; but if you intend to baſtinado Soul- 
diers into Reſpect, or to hector em into Love, you will 
mils of your aim. Theſe are the Effects of Kindneſs, 
not of Violence, you may perchance have their Hats, but 
nor their Hearts, they will fear but never love you. Now 
fear is commonly the Parent of Hatred, and when this 
Paſſion has once ſeiz d on the Souldiers, I would counſel 
the Officer to withdraw, he is leſs ſecure among his 
Guards, than in the Battalions of the Enemy, For Ha- 
red is daring, and ſeldom fails of doing Miſcheif when 
it has the Advantage, vir 


Leander, puniſh Faults in God's Name, bur with the 
Mercy of a Judge, nor with the Cruelty of a Tyrant. 
Convince the Regiment of your Behaviour, Juſtice pro- 
nounced the Sentence, not Paſſion, and remember Com- 
paſſion in the Heighth of Severity. Leave ſome Time 
between the Sentence and the Execution; who is brought 
in guilty to Day, may be found not guilty to Morrow; 
it's never too late to execute a Criminal, but always too 
ſoon to murder an Innocent. Beſides, Death is a Mo- 
ment on which an Eternity depends. Is it not therefore 
a Cruelty beyond the Barbarity of Tyrants to throw a 
poor Creature off the Ladder in a Hurry, before he re- 
flects where he is going? Did not Chriſt redeem a pri- 
va'e Centinel as well as a General? Becauſe he has for- 
feited his Claim ro Life, has he no Pretention to Heaven? 
Give him therefore Time to provide for the Future, that 
he may be happy in the next World, tho? he goes out 
of this on a Scaffold. Let him have a Leiſure to ſurvey 
the preſent State of his Soul, to prepare for a Removal, 
and to arm himſelf with Sorrow tor the fatal Blow, Fur- 
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niſh him a Divine for Comfort and Inſtruction ; a My 
under the Apprehenſion and Terrour of Death, wan, 
ſome Support; Courage alone will not keep him in « 
equal Situation, nothing but an Atheiftical Bravery 
Chriſtian Sanctity can ſweeten the Paſſage, and abate h ©' 
Horrour, i. e. to receive the Stroak without Concer, ſel 
we muſt have led ſuch virtuous Lives as give us a fim © 
Hope of future Bliſs, or believe we end in nothing, an W 
fo ſhall neither be capable of Happineſs or Miſery. * 
- believe few Souldiers at this Pinch receive much R- I 
lief from the Proſpect of their paſt Lives: For tho' Ver. 
tue be their Buſineſs, it ſeldom finds a Place in their * 
Thoughts, much leſs in their Practice. In rhe Summer © 
their Minds run upon S'eges,” Barrels, or Plunder, and 1 
are continually on the Catch for Booty or Slaughter. 1: Ml © 
Winter they plunge into Debauchery, and try by indul. . 
1 
t 
2 
{ 
\ 
l 
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ging Senſe ro blot out the Memory of paſt Farigues : $ 
that their Lives are a Tiſſue of Robbery or Riot; they 
live in a State of Sin, and by Conſequence march on 
thro' daily Tranſgreſſions ro Damnation. * 
A poor Creature, who has not ſinn'd away the Belief 
of another World, nor Steel'd his Conſcience, muſt be 
ſtun'd when he ſees Death before him, a thouſand unna- 
rural Crimes within him, a Judge upon the Bench ready 
ro pronounce the Sentence. and Devi.s to execute it; this 
diſmal Proſpect will pall his Spirits, and may ſooner caſt 
him into Firs of Deſpair, than into tranſports of Sorrow, 
The Devil will eaſily perſwade him God is as inexorable 
as the Court Marſhal, and that he will fall from the Gib- 
bet into unquenchable Flames, 
Now a charitable Divine may remove theſe Terrours 
by opening rhe Mercies of God, and the boundleſs Trea- 
tures of his Goodneſs, he may bring him to Repenrance 
by an expreſſive Repreſentation of rhe Torments below, 
and of the Joys above, and will an Officer that profeſſes 
Chriſtianity, that knows God will treat him in the next 
World, as he deals with his Brother in this, refuſe ſo 
ſmall a Condeſcention? 
Bar if rhe Criminal be rainred with Atheiſtical Prin- 
ciples, he may indeed. die without Concern or Apprehen- 
fion of the Future, but alas! will the Disbelief of God 
exempt him from Judgment, or of Hell, from Fire and 
Brimſtone ? Tho an Atheiſt places God among the Chy- 
Ana meras, 
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mera's, be is a very Real thing, and tho he rallies upon 


Hell, he will ſcarce laugh out its Flames. No, he will 
certainly know there is a God by the Sentence of Dam- 
natiop, and tho his Reaſon diſown'd a Hell, Senſe will 
confure the Error. Now a little Time, and good Coun- 
ſel may reclaim ſuch a Creature, and à precipitated Ex- 
ecution will certainly damn him. Is it not worth the 
while to make a Tentative at leaſt? If he refuſe Advice, 
bis Miſcarriage will he at his own Door, if you deny him 
Time and an Inſtructor, God will caſt it at yours. 

Let him alſo if poſſible receive the Holy Sacrament, the 
Means inſtituted by our Saviour for Salvation are his 
Right, and whoſoever invades this, ſtands guiky at God's 
Tribunal of ſomething more hideous than Murder. God 
reyeng d the innocent Blood of Abel on guilty Cain, and 
will he wink at the Damnation of a Soul? No, no, Thoſe 
who ſhur the Gate of Mercy againſt their Brethren, mure 
it up agaivft themſelves, they provoke God to retaliate 
their Cruelty in the next World, and oftentimes in this; 
and if he ſuffers ſuch Monſters to flouriſh, we may be 
ſure he is angry, for preſent Impunity is the deepeſt Re- 
venge, becauſe ir forebodes a furure Miſery, Plead nor 
the Severity of military Laws, no Court of human Ju- 

ſtice has Power over Souls, theſe come not within the 
Verge of their Jurisdiction. God alone is their lawful 
Judge, ro diſpence Rewards, and ordain Puniſhments is 
his Prerogative. f 

VIII. 

Procure a Chaplain, that your Regiment may be train'd 
up in the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as of Mars: Bur 
be circumſpect in the Choice, receive nor thoſe who ſeek 
a Sanctuary in the Camp againſt the Purſuit of their Bi- 
ſhops ; ſuch Men are more fit for a Jail, than for the 
Pulpit, and rather deſerve Penance than Preferment. 
Thoſe who caſt off all Care of their own Souls will ſcarce 
take to Heart the Salvation of their Neighbour, and 
thoſe who run down Vertue in Practice will not heartily 
preach it up at the Head of the Regiment. It's more 
probable they will improve thoſe Vices in the Army they 
took up in Town, and finiſh rhe Debaucheries in Flanders 
they only began in England. I faw the Chaplain of an 
Hannoverian Regiment, run twice the Gauntler in a pub- 
lick Street, and then turn d out of his Regiment for his Be- 

| | haviour. 
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-baviour, Indeed the Puniſhment was extraordinary, bu 
his Manners deſerv'd ir, and the Officers concluded 90. 
thing but a publick Animadverſion was able to atone fy 
the Heinouſneſs of the Scandal. How are Men tha wa; 
Retormarion likely to reform Souldiers? They may oper 
the Gate to Diſorders, and ſcatter the Plague they carry 

about em, but will never ſtop the Current of one Vice 

either by Counſel or Inſtruction. . | 

You muſt have a Man of an approvd Vertue, whoſ: 
Example edifies as well as his Tongue, and who (tho 
he preaches well) lives better. A Man that neither fla: 
ters the Pride of ſome, nor keeps pace with the unwat. 
rantable Ambition of others; who neither courts Great. 
nels, nor fawns on Dignity, but is above all the litte 
Views of Intereſt and Pleaſure, A Man who hopes for nc. 

thing, will fear nothing, be will no more pardon Vice in 

Commiſſion, than in the Sentry-Box, and will no more fut. 
fer the Exceſſes of a Colonel, than of a private Souldier 
A Man that matches Zeal with Prudence, and knows how 
ro time Reproof, and nick Exhortation will do Wonder; 

tho he works no Miracle; he will neither ſtretch his Patent 

out of Arrogance, nor ſhrink it out of Baſeneſs and Ser vil. 
ty ; but will keep up to his Character, and maintain the 
Dignity of his Poſt, and the Prerogarive of his Profeſſion, 
and indeed who does otherwiſe expoſes himſelf to Con- 
tempt, renders his Inſtructions inſignificant, and makes 
himſelf deſpicable and cheap. | 

What a Reformation would a Chaplain thus equip 
make'in a Regiment ? No Vice would withſtand his Zeal, 
no Sin appear in his Preſence, his Words would be re. 
ceiv'd like Oracles by the Souldiers, and the whole Regi- 
ment would fear him as a Cenſor, and love him as a Fa- 
ther; and when once a Souldier is taught to live wel, 
he is fit for any Enterpriſe : For whoeyer dares look the 
other World in the Face, will charge thro all the Terrors 
of this. | 

IX. ; 

When the General commands you upon Service, re. 
ceive his Orders with Submiſſion, and execute em with 

Valour; Regard leſs the Difficulty of the Enterpriſe, than 
your. Duty; and when you have done your part, leave 

the Event to Providence. Succeſs ofrentimes lies out 


of our Reach, and forſakes Prudence and Valour to wait 
© on 
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on Temerity, lay your Defigns with Wiſdom, carry em 
on with Reſolution, and you have diſchaxged your Duty. 

Expoſe not your Perſon out of a meer Punctilio, nor 
refuſe a Poſt out of a Proſpect of Danger; Life is more 
valuable than Grimace, and leſs than Reputation. It's 
worth coming into rhe World ro make a handſome and 
honourable Exit, and more creditable for a Cavalier to 
fall in the Field, than ro come off with Infamy. 

I laugh at thoſe fiery hor-Spurs, who (like Salaman- 
ders) can only breath in Smoak and Flames; they are 
never well but when they ſtand within an Inch of Ruin; 
they are for trying a Rubber at Loggerheads with Can- 
non Bullets, and for knocking out their Brains againſt 
Half-moons and Baſtions ; nay, they cannot live out of the 
Reach of the Enemies Batteries, and are ready to ex- 
pire out of Fear of living too long; they dun the General 


to be {ent upon every Attack, when neither Duty nor 


Prudence require their Service, and like the Indian Wo- 
men, who rave to caſt themſelves upon their Husbands 
Funeral pile, bear a Repulſe with Indignation. Now in 
my Judgment this is to miſtake Courage for Temeriry, 
and * Bravery in Folly. | 

7. W. was of this Temper; he bore a Command in 
the Cavalry, yet in ſpight of Diſſwaſion would leave his 
Horſe ro court Honour on Foot, he ſtorm'd a Counter- 
ſcarp, and was the firſt Man that fell in the Action; he 
run on without Reaſon, and was brought off without 
Life, without Reputation; all pitied his Misfortune, tho 
no Body excus d his Conduct, ſome ſtiled him Brave, but 
not one durſt Venture to call him Prudent. Bullets di- 
ſtinguiſh raſh Volunteers in the Crowd, and Providence 
ſeems to withdraw its Protection from Straglers, and to 
leave em to the Government of another Influence, 

I know indeed we throw this Heat on a Pretence of 
Preferment. We muſt, cry they, diſtinguiſh our ſelves 
from the Crowd, and do more than our Fellows to plead 
Merit, A Soldier indeed muſt look above his own Sta- 
tion, he who confines his Deſires to a moderate Poſt, de- 
ſerves none ; to be content with a mean Commiſſion 
marks a narrow Soul, and ungenerous Inclination; it $ 
a Symptom of more Flegm than Hear, and that he is ra- 
ther cut out for a Shop, than for the Camp. Diſtinguiſn 
therefore your ſelf (in God's Name) but affect * 
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xcyiii- 4 Supplement to the firſt: Fart 
be Remarkable for Folly : Tho' Bedlam be in the Wy 
ro Hag ſden, certainly it lies out of the Road to Prometiq, 
Life was given by our Almighty Creator for a noble End 
and therefore we muſt not expole it fooliſhly ; I would 
ng more throw it up out of a Bravado, than out of a Pe, 
nor ſacrifice it raſuly in a Fighr, more than in a Duel. 
But when a noble Occaſion preſents ; an Occafion tha 
will ftand the Ordeal of Reaſon, and can be pleaded ty 
Advantage, tho it be not follow'd by Succeſs, let it not 
Nip by, bur lay hold of ir with Joy and Tranſport, and 
thank the General for the Honour of the Opportunin, 
Exert a Reſolution equal to the Difficulty, and do to the 
Height of the Enterpriſe. Diſcover nothing that is loy, 
nothing thar is boyſterous, nothing that argues Fear, or 
betrays Preſumption; be more ſollicitous how to go on, 
than how to come off, and take a. greater Care of your 
Carriage, than of your Life. Theſe Occafions are not 
rare in our modern Camps; they open a fair Proſpect u 
Preferment by giving Matter ro Courage and Merit tg 
work upon, and tho we fall, it's in the Diſcharge of our 
Dory, and ſuch a Man may look this World in the Face, 
and what is more, the other too, if nothing elſe hinders 
To die in. the Defence of our Poſt is honourable in the 
ſight of Men, and of God alſo, if we refine our Motive, 
and diſpute our Ground out of a Point of Duty: Nay 
it's an eaſie paſſage, tho Violent, for a Bullet or a Ra- 
pier does our Buſineſs more + xn than a Fever. 


If your Merit raiſes you to the noble Degree of Gene- 
ral, let your. Zeal for your Prince flie as high as your 
Station; Favours call for Gratitude, and a Subject can 
only return this natural Duty by Service. Remember in 
the firſt place you are to act as a publick Perſon, and 
therefore no private Deſign muſt regulate your Condud, 
The Honour of a brave Action may carry you off, but 
your Maſter muſt go away with the Profit. 
- High Poſts are intoxicating, they often fly up to the 
Brain, and turn our Heads; they take away the Memo 
ry of our former State, and perſwade us we are not Men 
ſo ſoon as we become great. Tho' we are never ſo big, 
luch a Conceit makes us little, and gives a convincing 
Proof, that our Judgment falls ſnort l our Dignity. 4. 


las! Theſe ornamental Priyileges are but a decent Var. 
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piſh'rhar lies on the Superficies ; they are a Royal Im- 
preffion ſtampt upon us; bur this changes not the Metal, 
this gives no intrinſick Value, but either ſuppoſes Merit 


or Favour: Beſides, ſuch an over- weening Conceit of 


your ſelf is a Mark of Pride. Now this, tho practis d by 
all, is hated by every one, it tempts even thoſe who made 
you great, to make you leſs, and draws your Friends to 
be Enemies; it will alienate your Officers, and if you 
have not their Hearts, you will want their Hands upon 
Occaſion. For whoever wiſhes another lower, will en- 
deavour to bring him down. 

Beware of Raſhneſs ; this is the Bane of Generals, yer 
they eaſily flip into ir, becauſe it often carries the Appea- 
rance, and borrows the very Name of Courage; how- 
ever it's of another Race, and nothing allied to that Ver- 
tue; the one deſcends in a direct Line from Prudence, 
the other from Folly and Preſumption. Succeſs ſeldom 
waits on Temerity, twice I find it proſperous and trium- 
phant, in Aſia under Alexander the Great, and in G. under 
Aurelius the Firſt; (as Curtius notes) by his Raſhneſs 
won an Empire, and the ſecond almoſt loſt one. But 
theſe Examples are rare, and the Captain that frames his 
Conduct by theirs, ſteers by Hazard, and will not likely 
find Fortune ſo favourable. | 

Go. upon the ſureſt Method Prudence and Thought can 
ſuggeſt, leave nothing (if poſſible ) ro chance: It's true 
indeed you will nor engage ſo often, but then you will 
ſeldomer be overcome. Now methinks it's wiſer to keep 
ones Ground, than out of Preſumption and Eagerneſs ro 
loſe it, Take therefore as ſure Meaſures as if you put 
no Confidence in Valour, but when you come to Action, 
fight as if you truſted in your Sword alone. Courage 
may be trepann'd, bur ſeconded by Caution and Conduct 
its invincible, But if Numbers overtop you, if Chance 
out- wits Prudence, and Multitude bears down Vitrue, in 
line, if you are forc d to abandon the Field, and to leave 
Victory behind, you may carry off your Honour un- 
touch d, and may ſtand the Stroak of Satyr or Calumny 
wirhout a Bluſh, x 

Fortune is unſtable, neither conſtant to her Friends, 
hor implacable to her Enemies, never long in the ſame 

ituation, never true to the ſame Intereſt, now on this 
Side, now on that, but faithful to neither, „ | 
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by all. Vou muſt therefore expect a Mixture of bad 
and good Succeſs, now Victory will perch on your Stan- 
dards, now 'twill fly over ro your Enemies; ſometimes 


you will conquer, and ſometimes you will be overcome. 


Generals always march in a Circle of Proſperity and 
Misforrune*; let not one (well-your Confidence too big, 
nor the other ſhrink your Courage; neither preſume nor 


deſpond ; in the one State fear a Check, in the other hope 


for an Advantage. 

A Victory that intoxicates the Conqueror is more dan- 
gerous than a Defeat, it diſarms Caution, inſtills Negli- 
gence, and hulls us afleep with a traiterous Security; 
now whoſoever lies under theſe Diſadvantages, ſtand at 
the Mercy of an Enemy, and tho he leads an Army of 
Lions, twill be routed by another of Stags. 

What loſt UV. A. at To. but this *Haughry Humour? 
Succeſs had turn d his Brain, and diſmounted his Rea- 
ſon ; be _ a Battle, and won Applauſe, but tho he 
brought off V. M. he left the General behind. He was 
no more the ſame Man, his uſual Prudence abandoned 
him, th ths > 2m of Pride ſmoak d and ſmother d him 
out of Counſel and Caution, ſo that at N. he loſt the Day 
before the Fight began. Never any Man rang d his Men 
with leſs judgment, nor took more diſadvantageous 
Ground, one Wing was unable to ſuccour the other, the 
Foot was of no ſupport to the Horſe; one would have 
thought he play d Booty, and reſolv'd to try the Chagrin 
of a Defeat. 

On the other fide, a Captain muſt not fink under a Mis. 
fortune: To ſuppoſe all loft, is a ſhort Way to loſe all 
in earneſt. When fortune is at a low ebb, expect it will 
foon flow, and when it frowns, hope it will quickly ſmile. 
The brave Duke Meymar receiv'd a diſmal check from 
the Imperialiſts, but tho bis Troops were overthrown his 
Heart was nor overcome; nay his Courage roſe with his 
Fall, his Pulſe beat higher, and he reſolv'd the next Day 
to waſh out the Diſgrace of the former with the Blood of 
his Conquerours : He kepr his Word, and gain'd an intire 
Victory, and Briſac, as the Price of Reſolution : So that 
the News of his Victory overtook that of his Loſs, and 
his Glory poſted thro Europe as ſwift as his Misfortune. 
Had he not lain under a Cloud, his Merits had ſhined 
leſs.; the Diſgrace of the firſt Day, redoubled the Glory 
of the ſecond. I hate 
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I hate thoſe Generals who drill on Wars our of Pride 
and Intereſt ; they may be good Soldiers, but cannot be 
Chriſtians ; they make the intereſt of the Prince 
truckle ro their own, and ſacrifice the publick Tranqui- 
liry to their private ends. Proyinces muſt welter in 
Blood, and Cities flame, ro crowd your Antichamber 
with Viſirants that fawn on your Dignity, not on 
our Perlon, and are as ready to bow to your 
uey (had he a Commander's Staff) as to your 
ſelf, Muſt People groan under all the Pangs of Poverry 
an- to Pay your Safeguards? And agonize under Hunger to 
gli- furniſh your Table? That you may be neceſſary to the 
); Sate, the Subject muſt be fleec'd by Taxes, and Com- 
lar merce link to raiſe your Fortune. Perchance ſuch a Con- 
of duct may nick with Policy, but it bids Defiance to the 
Goſpel, The Marſhal de Byron was of this Humour; 
I 7 for when his Son proſecuted a Victory, Halt ( cries he) 
* have you a Mind to plant Cabbages at Byron? This Man 
he had much of your perty Surgeons, who never cloſe a 
vas Patient's Wound, till they have drain'd his Purle. He had 
ed drawn much Chriſtian Blood, and in the End ſpilr his 
* own in a Skirmiſh, Believe me, Leander, it's more glo- 
ﬀay rious ro end a War with Advantage, than to continue ir 
en with Bravery ; and I would more reſpect a General 
us without Arrendance in a Hackney, that has oblig'd a Na- 
he tion with a Peace, than him who rides at the Head of an 
* Army in Triumph, and plunges it into an expenſive War. 
= This is a Summary of your Duty, and I could wiſh 
our Soldiers would ſpend ſome cool and ſerious Thoughts. 
* upon the Subject; they would not (I am confident) 
ll fight worſe, and might die better. How often have I pi- 
il tied the Blindneſs of our Men, they encountet d Danger 
e. like Lions, they fought like Hero s, and expir d like Beaſts; 
" they had no Concern for this Life, and no Thought of the 
— other ; Ignorance had ſo powerfully ſeiz d on their Un- 
* 122 they quite forgot the Intereſt of Eternity. 
f Ah, Leander, if you value not Life, be tender at leaſt of 
r your Soul, it was made for Glory, why will you give ir 
e, Tele Preceprs, if ob eaſ 
and, Theſe Precepts, if obligatory, are very ſeaſo- 
d nable ; but our Officers will not eafily own rhey-cancern 
7 the Camp ; I am ſure they are nor in uſe, and am apt to 
think, rhey have been repeal'd by a Court Marſhal, or are 
d | 8 3 fallen 


powerful Attractives. Who would not venture a Stab, 
or charge up ro a Cannon Mouth for ſuch a crowd of 
Advantages, TY Buy 
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But alas! Sir, when People ſport with Religion, and 
burleſque thoſe things they ſhould revere, it's a Sign they 
havediſcarded Principles, and are reſolv d to die like the 


lack, 
nain- 


h till 

on it Wl Beaſts that periſh. | | 
out a Leund. Do you think Religion is baniſh'd the Camp ? 
ns to Why, Sir, I fear we have rather too much than too little. 
„ for Euſeb. The Camp is divided into two Bodies, yer 
y by cho they run different Ways they meer in the End. Some 
of are for all Religions, and then how can they be in the 


feed MW wrong? Thoſe Gentlemen's Church, like a Chedder-cheeſe, 
is made of the Milk of one and twenty Pariſhes. Others 
File WM deny all Religion, and thoſe can hardly be in the Right; 
t of yer after all at the Bottom they are all Brethren, and of 
the lame Communion.” For Soldiers in Tom's Divinity 
vat. whoever they are, and whatever they are (provided they 
ſerve the King) are God's People, and the Wolves and 
Mi. Sheep make up the ſame Fold. . 
ted But in good earneſt, Sir, ſetting Raillery apart, thoſe 
et Wi Notions of Religion are hideous, in a poor Brafilian they 
move pitty and Compaſſion, hut I cannot hear an En- 
be WF gliſhman vent ſuch Stuff without Indignation. Example 
and Immotaliry have ſpread rhe Contagion, why may 
an» WJ not the virtuous and regular Behaviour of Officers ſtop 
xd, ¶ che Infection? Vircue I believe is catching as well as 
ily Vice, and as capable of being dilared by Example; 
Xs the Matter is of concern, and deſerves a Tryal, and I 
know no Man more qualified to begin the Experiment 
than your ſelf : Your Poſt gives you Authority and Re- 
ſpect, and as it raiſes you above the Crowd, ſo it expo- 
ſes your Actions to the View of the Publick, and if they 
breath piery the Perfume may reach and charm your In- 
teriors ; and if once they gain ſo far as to be approv'd; 
Imitation follows; for the paſſage from one to the other 
is ſnort and eaſie. 

Leand. I will endeavour to live up to the Principles of 
Religion, and to waſh out the Stains of my former Life 
by a thorow Reformation. I will Countenance Vertue, 
and keep under Diſcipline the publick Profeſſors of Im- 
piety, and proclaim Regularity the Way to Promotion 
in my Regiment. 

Euſeb. If you can draw over to your Reſolution the 
great Officers of the Army the Method will rake. Con- 


demn Debauchery once or twice to the Gantlet, and twill 
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ſculk in the Dark, and withdraw to Privacy, for who 
will dare to abet ir in publick, when he knows he ſhall 
be mark'd with Infamy, and feel the juſt Indignation of 
his Officer? And then if Goodneſs be rewarded in this 
World as well as in the other, if there. be no way to 
riſe but by Vertue, and he be higheſt in the General's Fa- 
vour, who is moſt in God's, Men will carry on their 
Pretentions not by Bluſter or Blaſphemy, but by the more 
warrantable Methods of Piety. They will make Good- 

eſs che Step to Greatneſs, and deſerve a Commiſſion be- 
— they have it., Nay, I dare promiſe Succeſs to all 
your Enterpriſes, if once the Army be model'd by Ver- 
tue; for heſides that God watches over his Friends, and 
takes em under his Protection; Vice is a Coward, and 
no Man dares look Death in the Face, that fears to be 
damned. Bur Vertue that dreads nothing in the next 
World, fears nothing in this bur Sin- 

I wiſh you Succeſs, and altho your Defign miſcarries, 
the Undertaking is Heroieal; for it s more noble to ſtorm 
Impiety, than to carry a Town, and I had rather bring 
a Regiment to the Service of God, than force a Province 
to the Obedience of a Prince. You muſt expect Oppo- 
firion, for Vice is ſtubborn, and loſes Ground by Inches, 
Nothing but Force and Conſtancy can gain upon it, Fleſh 
and Blood will ſtrike in with it, Cuſtom and Example 
will go over to the ſame Intereſt ; but if you bear up 
with Reſolution, if you carry on the Attack with Cou- 
rage, and flag nor in the Execution, the Advantage will 
lie on your Side, and tho the Vidtory be not complear, 

the Glory of the Action will. Well, Sir (continued Eu- 
 ſebjus with a Smile) we have taken a ſufficient View of 
the Camp, it's Time now to return to 

Leand. I wait upon you and ſhall be glad of your Com- 

y 3 for tho'the Queen has been pleas'd ro favour me 
rely with an Office, yer I am unacquainted with the 
Ground, and a meer Ignoramus in the Ceremonial of Be- 
 haviour. I fear ſometimes to be roo much for Ceremo- 


ny, ſometimes too little, and that I drop Smiles when! 
ſhould let fall a Frown. Ty, 


DIA. 
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DIALOGUE RN. 
Euſebius infruds Leander in the Duties of a Courtier. 


Euſeb, THE Courr has been the Subject of a Thouſand 

Satyrs, and the Theme of as many Panegy- 
ricks, and if Invective has miſrepreſented it on the one 
Hand, Flattery bas overflouriſhd it on the other. If 
we believe thole, like rhe Sea, it's in a perperual Motion, 
and as infamous for Shipwracks, as Syla and Charybdis; 
irs a kind of a Turkiſh Marmors inhabited by Slaves, 
who have loſt their Wits with their Liberty, and bug 
their Chains becauſe they glitter: In fine, it's the Palace 
of Vice, the Seat of Miſery; and if by Chance Ver- 
2 ra its Face, it's only ſaluted with Sarcaſm and 

ery. : 

Bur if we credit its Admirers, Lord how the Chara- 
er varies! one would think Men could not draw ſo 
different Features in the ſame Face. Thoſe Gentlemen 
repreſent it with another Air; every Stroak marks Great- 
neſs, every Daſh of the Pencil Majeſty, and Charm; 
its a Commonwealth (like that of the Romans) com- 
pos d of Grandure and Merit. The Firſt- rate Officers are 
Princes, and the loweſt, Knights at leaſt. The Air like 
that of Ireland is mortal to Toads and Spiders. Nothin 
that diſobliges the Eye, or grates upon the Ear, or ruf- 
fles the Senſes, can paſs the Porters Lodge. Care, Sol- 
licirude, and Melancholy have no acceſs, and thoſe Mis- 
fortunes that wait on other People, fly from Courtiers, 
ſo that they only know Miſery by others ruin. In fine, 
in one Man's Fancy the Court is a Hell, in another's a 
Heaven, We are miſerable in ir if we believe ſome, and 
cannot be happy our of it, if we credit others. 

But with Submiſſion all are Miſtaken, ſome throw roo 
much dirt upon the Court, others roo much Luftre ; 
ſome paint it too black, others roo white, and they are 
no leſs guilry who magnifie irs Faults, than thole who 
enlarge beyond meaſure upon its Perfections. For in a 
Word the Court is not all Guilr, nor all Innocence; it's 
ſtain d with great Vices, and adorn'd with great Vertues; 
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in it great Fortunes, and others ruin greater. There]; 
Pleaſure, and there is Pain, Glory and / Reproach, Hope 
| lodges in one Apartment, and Deſpair in anGther; in fine, 
it's a Soil over-run with Poiſons, and fertile in Antidores - 
So that a Man muſt ſtand upon his Guard, and wall 
with Reſerve and Caution. He muſt beware of a tre. 
cherous Confidence, and arm himſelf againſt a cowardly 
Puſillanimity. I doubt not, Sir, bur you have examin d 
the Map of this new World, and made à Proviſion of 
Neceſſaries for your Voyage; you are embark d for the 
Temple of Honour, the Road is intricate and beſet with 
Dangers, the Journey long. eee 
Leand. I have, God be thank d, the Education of the 
Univerfiry and Academy; I handle my Sword not ill; 


Corelli has taught me to play, and Abel to ſing; and be. 
ſides I am a Gentleman: Theſe Advantages ſure with my 


Circumſtances, and I preſume they will in time improve 
my Fortune, and raiſe me to a Poſt of Honour. 
- Euſeb. Nay, Sir, your Equipage is glorious, you have 
laid in with Profuſion for your Journey, and if you mil. 
carry, Fortune alone muſt bear the Blame of the Diſap- 
pointment. A Man that pleads for Preferment with E,. 
cutcheon and Title, with the Sword in one Hand, and ſuch 
Accompliſhments in the other, muſt undoubredly carry the 
Suit: For here are Arguments of all Complexions ; ſome 
are tipt with Authority, others flaſh Terror, and ſome 
again ſhoot Charms. Now unleſs her Majeſty's Breaſt 
be faced with Steel, ſne will yield to ſuch battering En- 
gines, and never diſpute the Conferring of a Dignity 
courted with ſo much bravery, and wood with fo much 
Harmony and Sweernels, © 7 
Bur for all that, Sir, I would counſel you to procure 
more proper Inſtruments to work with, for I fear theſe 
will not do. I have known Gentlemen well born wait 
ar Court the moving of the Waters ſeven long Winters, 
and yet they fared no better than the lame Man in the 
Goſpel, ſomebody always ſtep d before em; ſo that they 
were forc'd to retreat into the Country with a light Purſe, 
and a heavy Heart, and to rig out their leaky Veſſel for 
a new voyage, and tho“ you are a Maſter at your Ra- 
pier, you muſt not build too much upon this Advantage; 
for cho it may be of Uſe in the Field, its of none in the 
Court: Men do not tilt themſelves into Poſts in our Age, 


not 
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nor hew and hack our Fortunes like Knights Errant in 
Romances. Your Scowrers look well in Taverns, and 
bare ſome Repure at the Playhouſe, but none in Court 3 
here People are for ſleeping in a whole Skin, and for ſpin- 
ning our the Thread of Life to the Laſt Extent of Nature: 
They'll not hazard a fingle Pulſe, but upon good Caution, 
and extraordinary Payment; in fine, Sir, they are of Opi- 
nion that a Sword hangs more conveniently by the Side, 
than in the Lungs. © n 
Muſick indeed is a pretty Accompliſhment, and had 
you the Touch of old Timotheus, I would be bound for 


your Advancement; for this Artiſt tied Alexander's Paſ- 


fons to his Fingers end; he could play the Conquerour 
into the Tranſports of Hercules furens,” and then take him 
down in a Moment. Now had you ſuch a Commanding 
Stroak, I conceive you might play, or ſing your ſelf into 
her Majeſties Favour ; bur the Secrer is loſt, or few im- 
prove to this Pitch of Perfection; for tho we have a Lift 
of thoſe who have riſen by the Law, I cannor find one, 
who owes his Title to the Fiddle or the Voice. Some- 
times indeed a Man may play his Way to an Heireſs's 
Heart, bur theſe Adventures are rare, and it's hard to 
chop upon the Dorion that will find the Way from the 
Tympanum to the Soul; for tho the cur be ſhort, it's in- 
tricate, and the Harmony faints in the Paſſage. 

Leand, Pray, Sir, appoint me Tools ro work with. 

Euſeb. Lay in a good Proviſion of Humility, turniſh 
your ſelf with Patience for ſeven Years at leaſt, and for- 
get not a competent Stock of Aſſurance. 

Leand. Vou are upon a Vein of Banter, or have a 
Mind to divert me. Why, Sir, I would as ſoon appear 
ar Court in my Grandfather's Ruff, or trunk Hole, as in 
this qurlandiſh Equipage. Indeed Aſſurance is the proper 
Growth of the Court Soil, it thrives there ro Admira- 
tion; but Humiliry and Patience require another Climate. 

Euſeb. There is no Banter, no ——— in the Caſe. 
am upon a ſerious Pin, and counſel you again to pro- 
vide your ſelt with Humility and Patience; nay, an or- 
dinary Pittance, let me tell you, will nor carry. you 
through; you muſt bid fair for the Humiliry of Paul, and 
aim at the Patience of Fob, without theſe Inſtruments you 
will never beat our a Fortune, you will fink in the Enter- 
be and after a ſeven years Jaunr, find your ſelf in the 


Hlace you ſet our, Leand. 
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Leand, A Reaſon if you pleaſe. My Lord, L. ſtand 
in a high Poſt, and makes a flutterring Figure, yer | de. 
ver heard he was a * Pretender ro Humility ; nay] 
am inform d he is Pride in Life, and Vanity in Perſon ; he 
keeps no Correſpondence with his Friends, and, as if he 
had taken a Morning's Draught of Lethe, remembers the 
Paſt no more than he forelees the future; to conclude, he 
is within an Ace of forgetting his Family, and if he teys 
a Peg higher, he will certainly forget himſelf. 
And then why ſhould Patience be ſo neceſſary for me} 
Has not X. bore all before him without ir ? This little 
Muſtard Seed is grown up into a Tree, and gives Cover 
and Protection to Twenty ſmall Inſects, that in good 
Time may return . for the Favour. Now thi 
entleman is not only void of Patience, but even of al 
Irerenfions to it, a meer Weather-Cock that looks Ef 
and Weſt in a Moment, and turns Tail to all the Points in 
the Compaſs; he is ſo far from executing a noble Deſign, 
that he has not the Patience to lay one, and this fickle 
Diſtemper has got ſo N an Aſcendant over him, 
that he will not even take the Pains to think. But if you 
take Patience for a Virtue, that enables a Man to ſuffe 
Contrarities with Calmneſs, and Equality of Temper, 
he is a meer Stranger to it, and as Unacquainted as with 
the great 17. or Preſter Fobn, A Gnat by Chance 
tickld his Cheek, the Man flew our into all the Extra- 
vagances of Paſſion, he fell upon the poor Inſects Family 
with all the Heat of Rage and Anger ; he Rogued and 
Raſcal'd the innocent Animal, and then Son-of-a-Whored 
it like a Scavenger, and tho I endeavoured to diſcourſe 
down the Fogue, and to philoſophize the Gentleman into 
Terms of Moderation, his Choler was too hard for Argu- 
ments, till he ſeized on the Criminal, and condemm d it 
for a Mute to the Preſs. Nor was he more bearing with 
his own Species, I have ſeen him ſwagger at a Footman 
for ſaying he was at Home, and brow-beat his Porter for 
ſaying he was not; he acted always by Contraries, ſo 
that ſome thought his Pleaſure was to be diſpleas d, and 
that he never was in Humour but when he was out of il. 
Now ſuch a Behaviour looks as if he- was conſcious of 
his own Demerits, and that ke had nothing bur Ourſide 
and Clamour, and bad Nature to make him conſiderable. 
Yer this Man has outſtript his Neighbours, and left 4 
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cur of Sight, he rumbles no more on the low Ropes, but 
aults on the high; and tho he was once below Contempt, 
te may ſhorrly ſoar above Envy. 

Euſeb. One Swallow makes no Summer, and one Inſtance 
gill nor bear an Univerſal Inference. Such Conclufions 
are not to be truſted, we are in an Age of Diſcoveries on 
Land as well as by Sea, and if a few have ſteer d rhro* 
North Eaſt Paſſage, 5. e. a ſhorter Cut ro Preferment, 
ahers muſt double the Cape of good Hope, this is the bea- 
en Road, and tho ir be longeſt, it's the moſt ſecure way 
0 Honour. Once more therefore, let me adviſe you to 
ly in a good Fund of Humility and Patience. 

Leand, I cannot yet be convinc'd of the Neceſſity of this 
Proviſion z nay, methinks I may jog fairly on without it. 

Euſeb, Nor convinc'd ? Pray attend; muſt you not 
fawn on this Favourite, and bow to the other > Muſt 
not you fly ro his Levee, and make as many apiſn Crin- 
ges as a French Dancing-Maſter to this Riſing Sun? 
Nay, with the old Perſians, you muſt commence Idola- 
ters, and incenſe this glaring Planer with all the Perfumes 
of Flattery and Affectation. You muſt place his Cou- 
rage above Alexander's, his Conduct above Ceſar's, and 
his Policy above the greateſt Miniſters of State. You 
muſt elpouſe his Sentiments, humour his Inclinations, 
excuſe his Vices, magnifie his Verrues, and turn all his 
Follies into Apothegms; for you muſt wind your ſelf 
into his Favour before you can enter into Service, and 
become his Slave to prerend to be his Creature. Nay 
you muſt creep to Valet de Chambres, fee Pages, and 
bend ro Comms, who have nothing confiderable bur an 
Office, nothing great bot Pride and Brutality. 

In a certain Court, I had the Fortune to be acquain- 
ted with a Duke ; he defired my Company to a Mini- 
ſter of Stare upon Buſineſs, but the Baſhaw was indiſpos d, 
i. e. not to be accoſted; however out comes a petty Scri- 
veper with a Pen in his Ear (or to ſpeak in the Court 
Dialect) an under Secretary; the Gentleman was ſo 
ſtarcht, ſo formal, and ſo 7 Cor Door that I miſtook 
him for the Maſter. His Grace ſaluted him to the Ground, 


and in a Moment run through all the 2 of a 


Daneing- School, he plied the Commis with Vollies of 


Compliments, out comes firſt tres humble, tres obei ſfant 
treads upon the Heels of che former, and Valet leads ><a 
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Reer. Office I aſſure you, overtopt Grace; and th; 
Pen had the Advantage of the Sword. The Muſhroon 
ſtood on Tjproe, and return d Monſieur le Duc, this ſhon 
Oracle, On ſongera a votre Affaire. The Promiſe called 
for an Acknowledgment, and the noble Peer paid it with 
Profuſion and Intereſt. He ſtoopt ſo low that ar laft| 
apprehended he was laying down his Cordon Blue for x 
Livery. At our Return, Well, Monſieur (ſaid I) Ay. 
diences run high in this Country, and Promiſes are taxd 
at unconſcionable Rates. Pretendants are put under ex. 
ceſſive Contribution, and you muſt regard Intereſt abox 
Honour, why elſe do you proſtitute Quality to fo Vile 
a Wretch 2 For my Part I think you have purchaſed hi; 
Favour, and were I in your Circumſtances, I would ge- 
ver deſcend ſo low to ſoar higher. No, Sir, I ſcorn to 
trample-on'a Peaſant, and as much ro ſneak to a Sultan, 
My Duke laſhr at an extravagant Rate the Pride of that 
Vermin, and (wore he would fir on his Skirts, he alledgd 
for his Excule Cuſtom, and palliated, his Submiſſion with 
the Neceſſity of his Affairs. This put me in Mind af 
what Cyprian ſays to Donatus. Behold that Courtier; bos 
he ſits in Scarlet? Did you but know how many Submiſſim: 
unworthy of his Rank, it coſts him 2 How many Affront: ! 
How often he has beſieged the Gates of Favourites, and run 
before the Coaches of diſdainful Princes; you would rather 
pity his Pexſon, than envy his Fortune ? In fine, Leander, 
you muſt take it as a Poſtulatum, that honourable Poſts 
are not entail d on Merit, that many Perſons well furniſhd 
for Employment, go out of the World as obſcurely as 
they came in, meerly becauſe they will not make them- 
ſelves leſs to become greater, nor deſcend below the level 
of Gentlemen to obtain a Patent of Peerage. You may 
learn by this, that Courtiers are Gen, ſervituti nats 
as well as the Romans in Tiberius's Time. Tho' they 
maintain their Dignity with Haughtineſs and Empite, 
they purchaſe it with Condeſcenſion and Submiſſion, and 
that tho' they are proud to exceſs, when their Babel is 
built, they are humble beyond Meaſure, when they pro- 
vide Materials to reer ill. 
It's a ſuperfluous piece of Labour to prove the Ne. 
ceſſity of Patience, the Matter is beyond Diſpute, and 
as clear as Experience and Fact can make it. Tou fe- 


member the Anſwer an old French Courtier return d 4 
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Dung fter, who was very inquiſitive to know how he 
tould behave himſelf ar Verſailles. Receive (ſaid he) 
daily Injuries with Indifference, and pay Afﬀronts with 
Thanks : You muſt Practice this Leſſon if you intend to 
thrive 3 for as I have told you Merit and Reward go nor 
always together: One would think ſome blind Deity in- 
aenc'd the Court, and that all things were manag d by 
Hazard or Partiality; you will ſee a Man of Parts turn d 
oyer to the Kitchen, and a Fop ſneak into the Bedchamber ; 
a Man of Brains ſhall be dubb'd a Fool, and my Lord 
Littlewit call'd ro the Council ; one kick'd our of play be- 
cauſe he is Loyal, and another taken into Favour becauſe 
be is a Traitor; in fine, one ſhall make his Fortune at 
his firſt Appearance, and another ſhall ruin his by conti- 
nual Waiting. Now will not ſuch. Proceedings put the 
moſt maſculine Patience to the Trial? And mutt not his 
Humour be very paſſive or inſenſible, that is thus paſs d 
by without Regard ? This may be your Caſe, Sir, for 
altho you plead Nobility, Breeding, and Deſerts, you 
will founder, unleſs Recommendation, Favour. and Ca- 
price alſo help you forward. I omit perſonal Affronts 
without End, and Incivilities without Number; theſe 
Ragouſts lie hard on a Gentleman's Stomach, and nothing 
can carry em off bur a tried Patience. tag 

Leand. Seeing Promotion goes ſo much upon theſe 
Vertues, what if I ſhould make a turn into Flanders, and 
take up my Winter Quarters with the Capucins ? I fancy 
their courle Habit and Fare would tame Nature, and 
drudge all my Paſſions into Diſcipline and Obedience. 

Euſeb. Lou need not paſs the Sea for Abaſements, nor 
expole your Perſon to be convey'd to Dunkirk Priſons, 
to find Materials for Patience to work upon; Occaſions 
lodge under your own Roof, and you meet em daily at 


St. James 's in the Antichamber : The Court reads Leſſons 


of Humility and Patience as well as the Convent, and 
provides more frequent Opportunities for Practice: Op- 
portunities (I ſay) able to make Saints, nay Martyrs, 
did you but take the Pains to ſuffer like Chriſtians, and 
not like the damn'd with all the Pangs of Blaſphemy and 
Delpair ; but by Miſapplication you undergo all the 
Toil'of Vertue without taſting of the Pleaſure, you graſp 
at Shadows, and hold nothing but Wind and Vapour, 
The Croſs of the bad Thief is your Lot in this World, 
3 and 
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ext} MA Supplement to the firſt Part 
and God ſend the Brimſtone of the rich Man be not you 
Inheritance in the next. 

Leand. I am but a Stranger to the Court, and hays 
not made a full Diſcovery of the Country; however] 
pexceive Men paint as well as Ladies, that the Outſig, 
bas no Reſemblance with the Infide, that when Joy floyy 
on the Face, Grief, Rage, and Deſpair often prey on the 
Heart, and that the Soul hangs on Racks, tho the By. 
dy lies ſtretch d on Down; when many Pretenſions meet 
in the ſame Point, Affections vary, and becauſe one car. 
ries off the Prize; rwenty go away with Diſappointment 
and Morrification ; and ſuch Occaſions offer themſelye; 
ſo frequently, and they imprint ſo lively a Senſation, 
that Nature muſt fink under the Torment, unleſs an un. 
uſual Indolence, or an extraordinary Patience ſupport ir, 
So that I am of your Opinion, that Vertue is the bet 
Qualification for a Conrrier, this alone ſweetens the Vi. 
ciflirades of bad Fortune, and allays the intoxicating 
Vapours of good, it keeps us in an equal Temper, and 
reaches us to gain by our Loſſes, and tho it permits us 
to be unhappy, it binders us from being miſerable 
But if you pleaſe, Sir, ſtand off no longer in Generals 
Favour me with ſome particular Maxims, that imme- 
diately regard my Conduct. 

Euſeb. Let your Pretenſions be Chriſtian, and your 
Meaſures Juſt ; leave not Conſcience for a gentile Em- 
ployment, nor charge thro thick and thin for the ſake 
of Money or Honour. To reſign Innocence for an Of. 
fice, is to ſet too great a Value upon the one, and to 
under-rare the other. Start fair and carry on the Con- 
reſt with Generofity, and never way- lay a Rival in the 
Dark, nor trepan him by the unmanly Methods of Tres 
chery, Calumny, or Detraction: Such a Conduct is a 
baſe as it's ſinful, and favours more of the Turk than of 
the Chriftian ; it's a Mark you fear more his Merit, than 
you rely on your own, and that you Deſpair to carry 
the Poſt, if you put the Succeſs to the iſſue of Worth, 
Alexander ſcorn d to ſteal a Victory by Surprize or Stra- 
ragem, he diſputed it with the Sword at Mid-day, and 
choſe rather to hazard an Empire in the Sight of the 
Sun, than ro ſubdue twenty in the Dark; in fine, he 
would have Valour wear the Crown, not Cowardize; 
and refuſed to be greater than Darius, unleis he were allo 
more 
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more Deſ : This was a noble Emulation, hazar- 
dons indeed, bur handſome ; here was nothing Mean, 
nothing Inſidious, bur all Gallantry and good. Nature. 
Follow this Model, ſtrive ro raiſe your ſelf by thoſe 
Means Honeſty. dares. own, take not one Step that looks 
like Undermining or Circumvention, and apply no In- 
frament that ſhines not true upon the Touchſtone of 


Honour and Conſcience. 


| II. | | 

Keep your Pretenſions within Compals, ſuffer em not 
to mount too high, if you give Ambition the Rein, twill 

you too far, and may let you down in a Precipice: 
Too much Sail overſets a Ship, the Canvas muſt be 
proportioned ro the Veſſel : Some Peoples Parts are 
drawn leſs chan others, they are not caſt in the ſame 
Mould, their Capacities are not large enough to hold 
a great Preferment, and the very Attempt lays open their 
Inabilities, and demonſtrates their Temerity outſnoots their 
Prudence, and thar their Strength bears no Proportion 
with their Preſumption, and when a young Gentleman 
ſers out under ſuch a Diſadvantage, it's odds he'll founder 
before he comes to his Journey's End. The Boldneſs of 
the Enterpriſe will awake the Jealouſie of a Hundred 
Pretendants, and when this Fury rakes the Campaign 
waited on by Power and Numbers, who can expect to 
go on with Succeſs or even to retreat with Safety? One 
rallies your Wit, another your Judgment, this Man falls. 
upon your Courage, that upon your your Honeſty : Now 
when ſo many. draw ſach a diſadvantageous Character 
of a Gentleman, the Draught will raiſe in a Prince ill- 
favourd. Impreſſions, and rather prompt to diſcard than 


to promote him; for Princes have all the ſpecifick Weak- 
_vefſes of their Subjects, they are made up of the ſame 


Matter, and follow the ſame Byaſs of Nature; they be- 
lieve Evil of a Man rather than Good, and when they 
are well ſertl'd in their Opinion, there is no removing 
em. In a Word, who courts Preferment, walks on flip- 
pery Ground ; ir's his Buſineſs ro fence againſt Rubs, 
and not ro tempt People to croſs his Way, of to trip him 
vp in the Career, | RIES, 

Aim fir} at a lower Station, and let ir ſute with your 
Genius, I would not have a Man that can't count Twenty 
lay infor a Place in the — nor an Ignoramus at 

5 | | his 


cxiv, A Supplement to the firſt Part 
his Pen for a Station in the Secretaries Office. Mr, J. 
in To:kſhire, who never look d over the Limits of the 
County, nor rode more Sourhwards than Pomfret, ſhould 
nor fue fof Credentials to the French Court; nor Mr. L. 
who _con!d never Maſter 15 in præſenti, for a Place in 
the Bench ar tin inter, Hal. A Man that puts in for 
an Office fo diſproportion d to his Capacity is unit for 
any, and 1 would rather condemn him to withdraw 
Twenty: Miles from London than perſwade him to ſhew 
his Face in Court. Conſult your Abilities; and when 

"1 are got into a fit Poſt, exert your Waris and try to. 
make che moſt of your ſelf, apply. Care and Diligence, 
and ſtudy more "Your Maſter's Intereſt than your 
own.” If pou diſcharge your Duty with Satisfaction 


and . you may look higher without Envy, for in 
ſuch fes People rather commend the Merit, than re- 


pine at: the Succeſs,” eſpecially if the Advantage be mana- 
ged'with Civiliry-and Moderation; but if you launch out 
into Conceit and Arrogance, if you fly into Oſtentation, 
and ſpurn at thoſe you leave behind, all is ſpoiled ; for. 
all the Worth of Sir Thomas Moor, or of a Beetius, will 
never protect Pride nor fence ill Nature; but when you 
make uſe of your Exaltation to oblige, when you look no 
bigger in the higheſt Station than in the loweſt, you ſtand 

ſecure, and will have, if not the Hands, at leaſt the good 
Wiſnes of Hundreds to ſupport you. ag eee 


e | v__— e 

A Middle Station is the Beſt, becauſe the moſt ſecure, 
it diſtinguiſhes enough from the Crowd, it entitles. ro 
Reſpect, and allows Neceſſaries for Decency and Plea- 
ſure. Now methinks nothing is wanting to compleat a 
Man's Happineſs thus furniſh'd, but a Senſe of his Cit- 
cumſtances, i. e. that he ſhines'in his own Orb, tho it 
be not the higheſt; that he is ſo far conſiderable as to 
ſecure Repute; that he is eaſie at Home, and fears no 
ſtorm from Abroad ; in fine, that he has enough, and 
cannot poſfbly enjoy all. PETE. 

But rhe Miſchief is, we are of a ſoaring Humour, and 
in ſpight of diſſwaſivè will climb ſo high till our Heads 
. rurn, and we leave our Brains on the Pavement. A 
Souldier is upon the Strain to be General, a Seaman to 
ride Admiral, a Lawyer, and a Parſon to fir at the. * 
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f gaſtice and Religion, and a Courtier to be a Favourite. 
tut Ceſar aut nullus is our Motto, All or nothing. Each 


main Body of Mankind, and the Proprietor of all that is 
rear and Pleafing ; we are upon the Spur till we come 
o the Land's End, i. e. the laſt Point of Promotion. Now 
hat is all this but Covetouſneſs on the one Hand, and 


and yet always obey d. . | 

Its certain the Quality of Privado is very confidetable; 
and tho it does not always command Eſteem, it calls 
or Reſpect, few Courtiers dare pretend for the Place, ye 
AU with for the Honour; and we are ſo kind ro our 
ſelves, as to think a Princes Affection as reaſonably plac d 
on us, as on our Neighbout, and we fail not to blame 
is Choice, it it falls not upon our Perſon. 

Yer tho the Title be in the general Eſteem ſo valua- 
ble, I adviſe you to quit all Pretenſions to the Favour; 
vel your Expectation at a lower Mark, unleſs you in- 
end to ſtand on Record a ſad Inſtance of the Inſtability 
o human Greatneſs ; turn over the Tranſactions of paſt 
iges, and you will find not one Favourite of a thouſand, 
whoſe End was not more amazing than his Greatneſs, 
the ame Princes that ſer em up, took Pleaſure in pulling 
em doton, and were no leſs extravagant in their Cruel- 
ty, than in their Kindneſs. Amon look'd down from the 
top of his' Glory upon his fellow Subjects with Diſdain 
and Contempt, but this bright Sun ſer in a Cloud of In- 
amy, and turn'd his Rivals Envy into Compaſſion. Ti- 
erius bore the Title of Emperour, Sejanus all the Power, 
the proud Senate bow d to his Statues, ſwore by his For- 
tune, and his Commands were as ſacred as the twelve 


ber Corner, this Coſoſſus fell to the Ground, and buried 
all his Creatures under the Ruins of his Cataſtrophe. 
Our Gaveſtons, Spencers, Molſeys, & c. teach us by their 
Diſaſters that the Favour of Princes is not Proof againſt 
Misfortune ; that it can arreſt a Favourite within the Pre- 
einct of the Court, and draw him from rhe Bed-chamber 
the Scaffold. I could ſingle out forty more Inſtances 
of a freſher Date, and ſome Domeſtick roo, bur thele 
luffice to Caution againſt roo great Intimacy with Sove- 
teigns, which is ſeldom purchaſed without the ſale of 
wal h 2 | Liberty, 
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n looks upon his fingle ſelf as a Detachment from the 


ride on the other ? Two Paſſions never to be ſatisfied, 


Tables : Vet when the Princes Affection chopt into ano- 
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cxvi A Sypblemen to the firſt Part 
Liberty, and never tontihued without Danger of Boy 
or Soul, and too often of both. | 
The Reaſon is clear; for firſt, as Princes oſten loꝶ 
withour Caule, ſo they hate without Provotation; they 
are led by Caprice, and ſway d by Fancy, and by Cone. 
querice are only conſtant in change. Fancy is never long 
lived ; a- Word, « Look, a Surmiſe nips off. the moſt fi. 
vo e Impreſſion, and turns the mott charming Ob. 
jects into a Monſter; hence ãt comes, that Men run fron 
Dotage to diſguſt in an Inſtant, and are as unable u 
gie à tolerable Account of their Love as of their Aver 
ſion. a meer je ne ſcay quey kindles Kindneſs, and a je » 
ſeay quey contzeals it; to Day freedom pleaſes, to Morton, 
you mult ſtand off in Reſpect and Reſervedneſs. [ 
fine, an Ephaſtion will have Employment enough to cat. 
ry ari even Hand berween the our and Alexanidt, 
and to diſcharge the Duties of Familiarity wichout a- 
king too bold with Majefty, for the ſame Man is bat 
Friend and Prince. Now one muſt have a very Metw 
E. Genius to ſeparate theſe two Relations ſo as th 

x free with the Friend, without coming 100 near the Ms 
narch, and yet roo much on the one fide, or too little 0 
the other ruins all. 25mm: 

. Secondly, not one of ten thouſand are qualified for 
ſuch a Poſt ; be muſt-have the Prudence of a Solomon, the 
craft of an Achieiphel, the Courage of a Ceſar, the mode. 
ration of a Fabricius, and beſides the Feliciry of $111; 
be muſt oblige all Men no leſs when he denies than wen 
he confers a Favour, and take care to make no Enemia 
22 one Side, whilſt he makes Friends on the other; 
—— is m_ * and active chan F —_— 

a ſuppos d Injury 'finks deeper; than a real Benefi, 

Am net I of the ſame Maſs with T. L. crys one? Why 
chen ſhould he Lord it over me ? Where Natures are the 
ſame, Diſtinction of Privilege is unjuſt. Why is ote 
Individual of the ſame kind Ri4mp'd with Honour, and 
the other wich Infamy ? This Complaint firſt ſtarted in: 

| | | Cofher is banded from one to another, till it breaks li- 
4 cloſure and appears in publick, and you may be fure 
8 receives ſome exaſperating Stroaks in the Journey; and 
when People are warm'd, Cabals and Contrivances fo 
lo, all the Miſcarriages in Church and State are put 0 
the Favourite s Account. The very Tempeſts. 9 


» ESA Eggers een . 


222882 


of the Gentleman Tuftruted. exvij 


id Famines are clap'd at his Door, and like the primi- 
ive Chriſtians he is Mark d out as the publick Nuiſance 
of Mankind. He Sets the Prince at variance with his Peg- 
le ; he obſtrutts the fitting of Parliaments ; bets Paper, 
and Arbitrary Government; and then his Majeſty is deſired 
zo remove I. L. from his Perſon and Counſel, to ſtrip 


the rabble. My Gentleman knocks off, and like the 


his Titles, Offices, and Greatneſs, and gives up his Fa- 
youritſhip with all it's Appurtenances to fave his Skin; 
away packs he into the Country, leaving behind a thou- 
land Curies upon the Court. The Anguiſh of his Mis- 
forrunes puts him in the Wheel, and he always works 
upon his own Diſquiet, pitied by ſome, and ſcorn'd by 
others, like Vipers, he lives on his own Poiſon ; and tho 
he wants Power to execute Miſchief, he has Malige e- 
nough to contrive ir: So that he is made up of Impotence 
and Malice, and where thoſe diſconſolate Qualities are 
well blended, all other Ingredients of Miſery are ſuper- 
fluous. This is the End of Favourites, and the moſt fa- 
vourable they can 7 tho not the molt unfortunate 
they may fear; for alas | they are not always ſo happy 
as to receive Quarter: No no, they quit the Court to 
take up in a Dungeon, and ad the laſt Scene of their 
Lives upon à Scaffold; nay and it's a Fayour too to 
change the Halrer into a Hatcher. 

Check therefore Ambition and give it not roo much 
Line; court rather what is handſome than great, and ſty- 
dy more Convenience than Grandure. Deſerve the firſt 
Place in your Prince's Eſteem, bur let others run away 
with his Affection; tho'- you ſparkle leſs, your Value 
will be greater; to riſe to a moderate Station by ſheer 
Merit, is more noble than to poſſeſs the higheſt by Favour 
and Partiality, * | 


Great Men need Supporters, and prudent Men will 
provide them; Subſtantives are out of Faſhion in Court, 
moſt walk there on Crutches, and few can even ſtand 
on their -own Legs. Lay therefore in for Countenance, 


on 
1.0 vichour Stays the beſt built Fortune will tumble: How- 
ever lell not Favours by Inch of Candle; there is no de- 


WW ending on bought Friendlhip, when a Man has paid fo 
a * | is 


dim of his Titles, and to deliver him up to the Jultice of 
Cerpent, expoſes his Tail to. ſave the Head; 5. e, drops 
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his Prefermenx he is not in your Debt, bur owes the 0h 
ligation to his Attendance, Importunity, or Purſe, 2 
tho (roger a good Penny-worth) he may ſwear Fidelin 
and offer his Service, be aſſured he will follow the In 
pulſe of Intereſt,” and leave you in the Lurch upon Da 

—_—_— e: Me 
. Beware of a Court Maxim. Provide for your Enemie, 
Friends will never flinch. The Principle is neither cop 
formable ro the Rules of: Policy, nor ' Juſtice; it cn 
upon good Nature, and Gratitude, and has no ſuppon 
bur Practice. Shall a Man thrive by Roguery? And be 
* the better for Villany ? He has noos d me into a Plot hj 
Forgery and Subornation, and ſhall T ftretch my Credi 
to {well bis Fortune ? Perchance he has met his King i 
the Field, and promiſed ro make him a glorious Prins 
dy ſeizing his Towns and Ferrering his Perſon, and 
mall I perſwade his Majeſty to give him a White Sf 
or the Service? In fine, he is dip'd in Treaſon, and over 
lead in. Miſchief, and now muſt be bought off, and in 
cenled by his Soveraign, as the Devil is by the Indians 
PAs may do no more Harm. Such a” Conduct is a 
Invitation to Diſloyalty and Treaſon, it encourages Vic 
and plunges Verrue into Deſpair. Who will ſtand up 
for his Princes juſt Prerogarive at the Expence of hi 
*ortune, when he may draw upon it. with ſafety and 
Profit ? If Honeſty be'required with Poverty, and Km. 
very, with Wealth; if Loyalty go out at Elbows, and 
reaſon glitters in Gold-lace, I fear Knights of the Paſt 
will multiply upon the Nation, and Round-Heads may 
once more vie Numbers with Cavaliers. I would not 
ourrage where I ſhou'd reward, nor reward where! 

ould puniſh. ; 0 | 
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Leand. Spare me a Word, leaſt I loſe the Opportuniij 
of à Queſtion. Ny may I not win an Enemy? © 
Euſeb. You mean I ſuppoſe buy a Friend ? Becauſe 
whoſoever deſerts his Party for gain will certainly re- 
turn when Intereſt calls upon him: If the Senſe of Du- 
ty and Conſcience are not able to reclaim a Delinquent, 
will Title work a real Converſion F No, no, Sit, thoſe 
Cattle fly in the Face of a Benefit, their Organs are ſo 
Ill ſhap'd they carinor feel any thing that's generous and 
noble; they 8 follow the loudeſt Cry, and rack a. 


AM A zz aol VV Hu uo. th. 


bout with the Wind of Intereſt :+ So long as you are 
7. #44 7 8 . F | 7 ; too 
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too powerful to need help, he ſhall ſtand by you, bur 


it you begin to retreat, he will fall upon the Rear, and 


charge your ſtragling Forces thro a thouſand Favours. 
It's a Poſtulatum among thoſe Infidels, that it's worle to 
fink with a Friend than ro ſwim with an Enemy, and 
therefore like Rats before a Storm, they abandon a leaky 
Veſſel and ſwim for ſafety to the Shoar. To be ſhort, 
thoſe Men will ply down the Stream, and fide with 


Succeſs in Defiance of Juſtice; they will never Croſs 


upon a prevailing Crime, nor oppoſe Miſchiefs carried 


on by Numbers; their Buſineſs is to ſtand, tho' their 


Friend or Prince falls, and to make a Fortune out of the 
Ruins of their Neighbours or Country. Keep there- 
fore your Enemies low, they will do no Harm, when they 
are too weak to attempt it, their Impotence is your beſt 
Guard ; · Power in the Hands of a Mercenary is ill pla- 
ced. I had rather ſee an Enemy unable to do me a bad 
Turn, than in a Condition to do me a good one. = 

Leand. Ar leaſt a Rebel or private Enemy may poſſibly 


be obliged by Preferment, and it's certain Friend wil 


venture a broken Head to reſcue his Honeſty, and rathe 
refign his Eſtate than his Fidelity. 
-  Euſeb., Concluſions drawn out of poſſibilities are not 
to be relied on, they plead for both ſides, and by Con- 
ſequence neither Ad vantage nor Prejudice either. An 
ill Man may be feed into your Intereſt, as well as Law- 
yers; but then as thoſe Gentlemen upon a fairer Proſpect 
of Gain ſnift Sides, he may relapſe at the Approach of 
Temptation, and fall into the old Diſeaſe of Ingratitude, 
and Infidelity : Face therefore one Poilibiliry with the 
other, and perchance you may conclude with me, it's 
ſafer truſting a Rogue in the Jayl, than on the Queen's 
high Way; indeed he may poſſibly expect a Gentleman 
to eſcorte his Perſon, but I believe it's more probable 
bis Buſineſs is to ſecure a Purſe. © d n bie 
Beſides I am perſwaded tis not ſo very certain, that a 
Man who has fought away for his Prince, or his Friend, 
both Limbs, and Eſtate, will keep up to his former Prin- 
ciples of Loyalty and Generoſity, unleſs he receive a 
more comfortable return of Acknowledgment, than a 
cold God be with you, or I am ſorry to ſee you in ſo drooping 
4 Condition, For ſuch a Payment bears no proportion 
with a loſt: Leg, or a forfeited Eſtate. He may very 
CTA, | „ 4 
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well expect you will be at the Expence of an Oaken 


Supparter at leaft, and that you will not condemn him 


to the Basker for his Honeſty ; and if ill Nature baulks 
bis Expectation, and he cannot make a Pen of. bis Ser- 


vice, he may think of changing Maſters, and may re- 
ſolve to try if Vice be not better natur d than Vertue, 
and if "Treaſon will not Peice up an Eftate, Loyalty 


has Disjoynted. Fer, Sir, give me leave to tell you, 
Neceſſiy pinches, and often puts Men upon unwarran- 
table Courſes; Indigence works more upon People than 


Duty, and Generoſity ſeldom bears up againſt Neglect 


and Comempt: You muſt ſometimes be at the Expence 
of a Cordial to keep up the Spirits, and enliven Reſo- 
lurion: For Sroiciſm is out of Faſhion, Men are not ſo 
conceited of Virrue as to think it is its own Recom- 
pence, and that it's worth taking the Field for the Ser- 
vice of his Prince, tho be take up in Che/ſea Hoſpital at 
his return. 


Indeed tho' a good Man be turn d of bere by his 


Prince without regard, he will have Station and Happi- 


neſs hereafter. Bur ſome Proviſion ſhould be made even in 
this World, both to reward and refreſh ſuffering Virtue, 

otherways ir may give us the Slip: For-preſent Service 
People expect preſent Payment, and a {mall Gratification 
in. Hand wins more than Millions in Reverſion. En- 
deavour therefore to raiſe thoſe that deſerve Promotion, 


and whoſe paſt Behaviour will anſwer for their Future. 


Bur to grace thoſe with Title and Dignity, who deſerve 
not the benefit of an Amnefty, is neither ſafe, generous, 


Let your Actions keep touch with your Promiſes, and 
your Heart and Tongue ſpeak the ſame Language; to 
proffer a Gentleman aſſiſtance, and nor intend it, is baſe ; 
and to defign a Favour char lies out of your reach is 
tooliſn. O. P. had Credit at Court, and an bonourable 
Poft to ſupport it; ſome gave him a world of good Na- 
ture, others as much Vanity, and indeed the Queſtion 
lies yet undecided whether he ſteer'd by the one or the 
other: However his Anticbamber was the Rendezvous 
of Pretendants, and his Houſe was term'd the Sanctv- 


ary of younger Brothers. Leave your Bufine/ to me (lays | 


Tour pre- 
tenſions 


he to one) in ſhall be done to your Sati faction. 
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un om ( crys be to a Second) are moſt juſt ; bu Mejeſty 
ur too much regard for Merit to refuſe ſo reaſonable 4 Peti- 
im, My Gentlemen return d to their Lodging on 
Cockhorie, and began to think of a Fund for a glorious 
Equipage 5 ſome were already Knights in Imagination, 
and others Barons or Viſcounes, All were more happy 
with the very Expectation, than Fruition could have 
made 'em: for Fancy paints beyond Life, and over- 
ſoutiſnes Objects, thoſe Scenes ir repreſents in the Brain 
out- ſhine thoſe of Creation: in fine, reality ſcarce ever 
patterns —_—— __ worldly — charms 
more u eport » minuit præſentia famanm. 
Io ther ho Bris med je Dicer 
ment, unk into Deipair; for a | 
bad ran thro a long Courſe of Submiſſion and Atten- 
dance, they were diſmiſt with a Gentlemen, I am ſorry my 
Labour bas been unſueceſtful, unlook'd for Accidents have 


Croſid my Deſigns and your Fortunes, Thole poor Preten- | 
Gon were forc'd to retire, and curs d their Patrons Im» 


potence or Impoſture ; they laſhr him ſeverely in rhe 
Coffee-Honle, and convinc'd the World he wanted either 
Sincericy, Credit or Prudence, A Man ſhould keep his 
Promiſes within the Compaſs of his Power, and rather 
promiſe too little than too much. There is Goodneſa, 
Greatneſs, and Pleaſure in forwarding a Gentleman on 


his Way to Preferment; bur' it's baſe ro feed him with 


Viſionary Hopes, and then to turn him off with a Com- 
plement. He might have placed his Addreſſes more 
ſucceſsfully, and manag'd both Time and Money more 
to Advantage; bur being thus diſappointed he remains 
without Friends, without Money, without Patience; be 
has waited away the very Materials of his deſign d Fa- 
brick, and has nothing to truſt to but a Musket. Be- 
lieve me, Sir, it s mortifying to fall ſhort of that which a 
Man affes with Eagerneſs ; the Misfortune puts his 
Fancy into a Fever, it preys upon his Blood, boils up 
his Spirits, and flings him into Impatience ; it balks his 
Hopes, cows his Courage, and makes the remaining Sa- 
tisfaction of Life a Burthen. I am apt to believe the 
Gentleman meant well; bur certainly he did ill in Tan- 
alizing fo long bis Clients: For the ſame Inſtant their 
Hopes ebb'd, their Anger began to flow, and not one 
but ought himſelf to have juſt Provocation given him 

to 
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exxii A Supplement to the firſt Part 
to impair his Credit, and ro make him the Subjeq y 
their Choler and Scorn ; and indeed Men generally n 
eeive as little Kindneſs as they do, and find as fer 
Friends as they deſerve. > 12625 | 
If 'you have Power, employ it to the Benefit of Mert 
and Quality; but be not roo magnificent in your Pm. 
miſes, nor over confident of Succeſs; pretend nor to es 
fure a Preferment, nor talk of Certainty till the thin 
be done. I would rather give a Gentleman too litt 
Hope than too much, and diſpoſe him to fear the work, 
than to expect the beſt of the Enterpriſe, For thus he 
will receive a Balk with leſs Surpriſe, and if he ſucceed; 
an Expectation will enhance the Value of the Favoy; 
Tire not his Patience with tedious put offs, nor Torture 
him between Hope and Fear; put him out of Pain 5e 
ſoon as you can, and let him know what he bas to trul 
to; when Fortune is unkind it's a Satisfaction to kuow 
how far ſhe can affront us, and a Man is in ſome reſped 
happy, who ſees the laſt Extent of his Miſery. 
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Some People over- rate their Merit to ſuch a monſtrous 
Height, that they preſs forward upon every Appearance 
of Profit, and fancy they are rarely equipt for every 
Place of Advantage of Honour that falls in the Coutt; 
and upon this Peri waſion they beg hard for the Employ: 
ment. Nothing is able ro diſcourage them from the Pur. 
ſuit, neither the Greatneſs of the Comperitors, nor the 
Number of their Rivals. Are they baulk d. the next 
Day they return to the Charge; they rally after the De. 
feat; and grow imperious and menacing upon a Denial; 
they will hector and ſtorm their Prince out of the Privi- 
lege of placing his Favours where he thinks fit, and 
plague him into a Compliance: But if he yields not to 
their Importunity, they leave the Court in a Pet, and 
ſttrike in with a Faction. 

EFirſt he ſets up for a mighty Patriot, and pretends a 
great Concern for his Country, then he deſcants upon the 
Advantages of Liberty, and runs thro' all the Branches 
of Property; in his way he has a Fling at the Preroga- 
tive, and ſets the Subject above the Sovereign. Theſe 
Diſcoveries work upon the Rabble, who conſtitute bim 
Guardian of their Privileges, they give themſelyves up ” 
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of the Gentleman Iuſtructed. cxxiii 
his Conduct, and for a Pledge of their blind Obedience 


preſent him with their Eyes and Underſtanding ; he is 


the only Patriot in the Nation, he alone ſtands in the 
Gap, and oppoſes arbitrary Defigns and Prerogative In- 
novations; the Atlas that ſuſtains Liberty, and defends 
property againſt Court Encroachments. In fine, he is 
baptiz d the Proteſtant Peer, as if the Houſe of Lords 
were compos d of Papiſts or Infidels, and all the Prote- 
ſtant Gentry of the Realm were ſhip'd away for Barba- 
does, or New-England, ** | 
Now has this Man more Zeal for his Country, or 
more Religion than his Neighbour ? Nor at all; his 
Concern is Intereſt, and his Religion Mask and Artis 
fice ; his Vanity at Court exceeded his Force, and his Me- 
rit or Fortune kept not Pace with his Ambition ; the 
Wind. blew in his Teeth, and now he tacks about, and 
makes for a Republick. Now theſe popular Men; theſe 
Men of Applauſe have two thirds of a Traitor; and 1 
take ir for a general Rule, hat he is no good Subject 
who runs away with the Heart of the vulgar, their In- 
tellectuals are roo weak, or their Paſſions too ftreng to 
diſtinguiſh Truth. | 2 
Zut in Sincerity, tho this Practice be ordinary, has 
it any thing of Reaſon or Chriſtianity ? A private Gen- 
tleman ſhall place his Favours as he thinks beſt, and a 
King ſhall be barr'd with Freedom ? Shall Privilege 
quite overſhade Prerogative? And the Servant be more 
abſolure than his Maſter ? Shall Authority be a Minor, 
and Subjection be of Age? Ir is hard methinks, that a 
King can't choole Servants as well as his Subjects, and 
that he ſhall be leſs becauſe he is greater. | 
Beſides the Apoſtle commands us ro obey our Su- 


periours as God's Vicegerents, not only when they 


ſtroak, bur when they ftrike us, not only for Intereſt 
but for Conſcience ſake. So thar our appealers to 
the People are not only bad Subjects, but worſe 
Chriſtians: They tranſgreſs the Laws of the Goſpel to- 
ether with thoſe of the Land, and altho they keep off 
_ Human Juſtice, they will ſcarcely withdraw from 

ivine: | 

Step not into thoſe Irregularities, tho' they are receiv'd 
with the Applauſe of the Crowd, and huzza'd home 
wich all the Pomp of a Roman Oration, they are un- 
t a | juſtifi- 


exxiv A Supplewent to the firſi Part 


_ juſtifiable before God, and ſober Men. Receive a Fa. 
your with Thanks, and bear a 1 with Patience. 
Tho' 2 Prince be unkind, you muſt not be undutiful; 


his Failures are no cover for Yours, An abuſe of Power, 


never juſtifies 3 1 
Mien aim at Happineſs in all their purſuits, but gene. 
rally they miſtake the Means. Such à Place in . 
\ (erys one) ſuch a Poſt in the Army (ſays another) firs 
my Temper to a Hair, put me into that, and I ſhall be 
more happy than a Monarch ; I will for the Future check 
my Deſires, and forſwear wiſbing, This puts me in 
mind of the famous ug {ef berween King Pyrrbus and 
Favourite Cyneas. ' May T be ſo bold, Sir, (laid the Philo- 
ſopher) as to ack, what you pretend to in all your Ente pri- 
177 When will you Eud? Gans know what you would 

at Jm now (replied the King) for the Conqueſt of 
Iraly, then to Sicily there is 8 ſhort cut, and Africa lies in 
; my may home : Men I have brought theſe Deſigns to 4 bap- 
Py Consluſion we'll live merrily. But why ( anſwer d Cy- 
ned,) will. you purchaſe at ſo vaſt an Expence of Money 
and Men a merry Life, which you may buy at @ cheaper 


| N71 Nu. your Deſires, uſe what you paſſeſe, and the Buj 
4 


4 6 h bas. } 
A merry Life is the End of our Labour, as well as of 
this Pagan King, and the Reaſon why ſp few Courtiers 
enjoy what they all ſo paſſionately pant after, is, becauſe 
they rather follow his Example, than the Philoſophers 
Counſel. Thole who wiſh for what they bave not, for- 
feir the Enjoyment of what they have; when they defire 
| eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are haird by Fear: 
Now a Man may as ſoon be cake on the Wheel, as hap- 


between theſe two Paſſions, Put a juſt Term to your . 


Wiſhes, and when you have touch d it, make a Stand. 
It's both fickle and ſervile to overlook the Fortune be- 
fore you, and long for that which-is not in your Power. 
To ſay you will puſh for ſuch a Station, is to ſay you 
will be a Slave, that you will lay your Content at the 
Mercy of Hazard, by Conſequence be Miſerable. 
. If you give Way to Nature, you will ſpend all your 
Time in Pretenſions, and leave not a Moment for Enjoy- 
ment, Happineſs only begins when Wiſhes end; and 
he that hankers after more, enjoys nothing. yy 
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Affections at random; they never conſult Reaſon but 
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- Beſides, Sir, it's ten to one that if our Deſites tower 
doo high, we ſhall uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe 
us: For when Paſſion becomes clamorous and importune, 


the Whiſpers of Reaſon are either not heard, or not te- 


garded- Who is bent upon a thing, will have it with- 
our boggling at the Notions of Right of Wrong, Hamman 
would bring Mardocheus upon his Knees, and becauſe 
he would not creep, he muſt hang; Revenge could find 
no Crime, but Calumny ſoon forg'd one. Now to riſe 
by Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation, ten Thou- 
land Pound is the fixt Price of a Title. Why will you 
purchaſe one at the Price of Heaven? In fine, Sir, 
all the Glory, all the Worth of the Univerſe will nor 
hold out to the length of Pride and Covetouſneſs, and 
ſeeing they are too little ro ſatiate our Deſires, they 
ſhould nor (methinks) be big enough to provoke em. 

I poſtpone Grandure to Conſcience, and Time to Eter- 
nity; Goodneſs is your Buſineſs, not Greatneſs; you 
were made for Heaven, not for the Court; ler that be 
the End of all your Actions, and the Goſpel the Rule 
Profit muſt not regulate your Conduct, bur Juſtice : 
Perchance you may nor thrive ſo well in this World, bur 
you will fare better for it in the other; There, not Title, 
but Vertue . makes the diſtinction. A Thief with true 
Repentance will go from the Gallows into Abraham's 
— and a vicious Prince into Hell, In ſhort, let 
your Converſation be eaſie, yout Temper ſweet, and 
your Piety unaffected. I will not overcharge you (con- 
tinu'd Eu ſebius) with Precepts; Time, Prudence, and 


Reflexion will ſupply the reſt. 


Leand. I return a thouſand thanks for your Charity, 
and own my ſelf indebred to Providence for the Favour 
of chis Conference. The Scales of Prejudice and Igno- 
'rance are fallen from my Eyes, and things appear in a 
clearer Light. 1 am convinc'd that all ſublunary Objects 
are thin, ſuperficial, and empty, and that nothing de- 
ſerves my Heart, bur he that made it. Had our Yeſter- 
days Club been ſo fortunate, as to have enjoy d the Be- 
nefic of this Entertainment, I fanſie your Inſtruction 
might have awaken'd their Conſciences, and daſh'd their 
brutiſn Pleaſure with Gall and Vinegar. But alas! 
poor Creatures they walk in the dark, and place their 


hate 


cxxyi 4 Suppleinent to the firft Part, &c. 
hate hy Caprice, and love by Hazard. A dazling Sür- 
runs away with the Underſtanding, and commits 
e upon the Will, and they will not underſtand, 
Je an eternal cernal Puniſhment reads upon the Heels of a 
vans tor Pleaſures «1 
Leander ſpoke with ſuch an emphaſis, chat his Concern 
in his Face. Huſebius embracd him with the 
of a Futher, and diſmiſt him with this Fare. 
Welz Degr, Sir, luſſer me to End with our bleſſed Saviour, 
208 bel d. nom ſin 0 more, leſt God take you a 
1 7 yy and len not enen 1 8 _ 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory 
be OE HER," 


GENTRY. © 
GENTLEMEN, | 
Make bold to ſue for a Third Audi- 


ence, which I preſume you'll not re- 
A fule me. I have no Deſign either 
upon your Kitchin or your Purſe z 
And will neither tempt your Chari- 
ty, or importune your Liberality. I wait upon 
you to Give, not to 4k; and expect no Reward 
tor my Preſent, but a civil Reception. . 
| Atheiſm, that grand Plague of the Living, and 
Torment of the Dead, rages in our Iſland : Now: 
being ſolicitous for your range” and apprehenſive : 
of your Danger, I humbly offer this Conference as 
an Amulet againſt the Contagion; tho' it. prove 
not an infallible Remedy . the Evil, Lam 


ſure 


N 


98 Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſure it can do you no Harm: And then it ha 
Cheapneſs, a moſt enticing Quality to recommend 
it. The Diſeaſe is eaſily catch'd, not eaſily re- 
 mov'd: So that a Preſervative is more reaſonable 
than a Reflorative. 
Indeed thoſe People whoſe Buſineſs is confind 
to their Lodgings, who live out of Sight, and m. 
ther work than ſport themſelves down, are almoſt 
below the Danger. But you move in a more ele. 
vated _ you are deſign d for Commerce, and 
Converſation ; your Occaſions draw you from Re- 
tirement, and your Diverſions call you into Com- 
ny. | 
2 * when Infection becomes Epidemical, 
Ctowds grow more dangerous than Solitude; and 
It may be preſum d, that among a Multitude ſome 
carry the Tokens, and perhaps the Plague Sores 
upon them. It's therefore extreamly hard for Ger- 
tlemen, who are eternally infeſted with Squadrons 
of Spungers, who are hauuted by Paraſites, that 
muſt fawn to live; and generally diſcourſe more 
feelingly on the Excellency of a Ragouſt, than of 
God or Religion. I ſay it's hard in ſuch a Conflu- 
ence, to eſcape the Breath of an Atheiſt, who by 
the Aſſiſtance of a voluble Tongue, and a good 
- Forehead, is able to ſcatter the Diſtemper ; and if 
it once faſtens on the Heart, it immediately pots 
to the Head; and when theſe noble Parts have im- 
bib'd the Contagion, it's odds, the Diſeaſe either 
carries you off, or at leaſt waits on you to the 
Grave. | 
+ _ Beſides, Curioſity. and Pleaſure, invite you to 
the Play-Houſe, from whence you adjourn to the 
| Tavern. Now both theſe Places are infeCtious. 
3 There, Atheiſm is brooded, hatch'd Here. The 
Tenets are learnt in the Boxes, and practis d at the 
next Rendezvous: When Vertue is laſh'd on the 
Stage before you, and Vice recommended: When 
Nn * . 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 99 
you ſee Villanies carry off Applauſe, and Morali- 
ty Confuſion: When pou hear Religion Revil'd, 
and the very Author of it blaſphem'd by ſome, 
and ridicul'd by others: In Time neither will ſtand 
very fair in your Efteem : You will be ſhrewdl 
tempted to think thoſe Things cannot be very 
tious, nor holy, when Men publickly make Uſe of 
them for Subjects of Merriment and Profanation. 

But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to the 
Eating -Houſe, ſurrounded with a Tribe of Hang- 
ers on, as ſlenderly provided of Religion as Mo- 
ney; what lewd Comments do theſe Rakes make 
on the Text? How do they ſnarl at Providence, 
and glance upon the Divinity with a hundred In- 
mendo's, which muſt be ſtamp'd with Wit (forſooth) 
becauſe they are profane? Now theſe Blaſphemies 
ae at a full Table, and over fuller Cups; when the 
Spirits are fluſh'd, and warm'd, i. e. when Reaſon 
* 1 fetter d and Senſuality let looſe, firſt meet with 

' WH Applauſe, and then with Approbation; for cer- 
f tainly Men are never more diſpos d to deny God, 
1 than whilſt they offend him; nor to take leave on 
„ Velggion, than when they have loſt their Wits, 

i Again, tho' we live in a degenerate Age, Reli- 
Lion has not Joſt all Reputation. A Man may go 
W Church without being gaz d upon for a Monſter 
us WY whillt Acheiſin ſeems at leaft to live under the dif- 
w eſteem of the Publick. Now to ſtrengthen their 
ho Party, Atheiſts have Gentlemen in their Eye: 
They hope for Safety under your Protection, and 

Credit too under the Wings of your Authority: 
Hence they employ a 4 little Artifices to 
Jugple you out of your Faith, and to hare you into 
- Religion, and indeed you have a mighty Intluence 
be over the Vulgar; they model their Judgment by 
de bours; your Averſion is the Standard of theirs, 
au what you approve, they dare not condemn. 
g From you they take Faſhions, Breeding, and even 
H 2 Religion. 


too  FEpiſile Dedicatory. 
Religion. So that I wonder not Atheiſts aim at 
you: the Conqueſt of one Noble Man may be term d 
1 for his Surrender (like that of Aſetrapoli) 
draus in the whole Province. * 
Moreover, God has favour'd you with Eſau 
leſſing; the Fat of the Land is part of your In- 
heritance, and by Conſequence, Honours, Pleaſinn 


and Eſteem; the common Sequels of Abnndance. 
You run ſmoothly before the Wind, and fail on 


with a Proſperous Gale. Your Halcyon Days run 


through the whole Year; Earth, Winds, and Men, 
drudge for your Satisfaction and Intereſt. You 
confute Job's Apboriſm, Man's born to labour, and 
demonſtrate by Practice, that Sport is the proper 
Employment of Gentlemen. | 

Now Proſperity is heady, it intoxicates tho' it 
. delights; and not only daſhes out the Memory of 

Things paſt, (like the River Lethe) but (what is 
more ſtupendious) of thoſe that are to come. 
Men are ſo taken up with the Charms of the Pre 
ſent, that they have little Time, and a leſs Incli- 
nation to away a Thonght on the Contem- 
plation of the Future; they love not to withdraw 
their Eyes from the pleaſing Objects of this Life, 
to fix them on the skaring Proſpect of the other: 
And without Doubt, Gentlemen who have Plea- 
ſures before them would be as little diſpos'd to en- 
joy them, as Dzonyſius the Tyrant, did they refled 
— Torments ſtand behind them. 

When therefore Things glide on ſucceſsfully 
Here, it's very natural to lay aſide all Concern of 
the Future: And if we judge the bad Things of ano- 
ther World thwart the Enjoyment of the good 
Things of this; we ſhall firſt wiſh there were no 
ſuch Place; and then from wiſhing a Thing were 
not, to believe it is not, is but a very ſhort Tra- 
ject, for the Will and the Judgment ſeldom difa- 
gree, and if once you lop off the laſt Article 5 
9 | | the 
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the Creed Vitam aternam, you muſt throw out the 
firſt, Credo in Deum. H 8 
Tho Gentlemen lie open to theſe Temptations, 
do not ſay they are always overcome; Line bear 
up with Courage againſt the Aſſault, and force 
theſe lewd Suggeſtions to retire. I know Perſons 
of Quality, whoſe Vertues are more noble, than 
their Blood. Providence ſeems to have made them 
Great, that they might appear more ſuperlatively 
Good. Like the Sun, they ſcatter their benign In- 
fluence on all below them, and thoſe they cannot 
warm with their Munificence, they enlighten with 
their Example. But however the Event of War is 
der WI doubtful, and the Danger certain: Where Tem- 
ptation reigns, there's no Place for Security; and 
' it Wi therefore by the Laws of Prudence you are bound 
of to take the beſt Precautions: You cannot be too 
1s ſure when Eternity lies at Stake. 
Ne, [ preſent you with a Conference in which you 
e. vill ſee the Latitadinatian non-pluſt, and the Athe- 
li- it diſarm'd, You may eaſily defend your ſelves a- 
n- Wl gainſt theſe Sects, with thoſe Weapons Euſebius 
w MF over-threw their two Abettors, Arioviſtas and Theo- 
fe, BY machus; and if you will but take the Pains to ba- 
t: WF lance the Lightneſs of their Defence, with the 
Weight of their Impudence; you'll rather pity their 
villineſs, than Apprehend their Reaſons. \ 


PREFACE 
JET. THE 
4 REA DER. 


D EAR READER, 

er to your Peruſal, the Second Part if 
I the Gentleman Inſtructed. Is a Trea- 
tiſe again Atheiſm. I hope it may be 
profitable; I am ſure it is ſeaſonable. It' 
Dime to prepare for a Defence, when the Enemy has 
gam d tb u all. When the Plague rages, and Death 
fits at every Door, it's Time to think of an Amulet. In 
a publick Danger, Nature Commi ſions every Subjed to. Ml | 

Ie for bis Prince and Country, Unuſquiſq; natura- 
iter eſt Miles. Duty arms us, and Allegiance enters | 
our Names in the Muſfter-Rolls, God lies under the | 
moſt vile Circumſtances of Inſult and Outrage. Liber. | 
fines make bold with his moſt ſacred Attributes; they | 
burleſque bis Mercy, lampoon bis Fuſtice, and ridicul 
bis Ommipotence, whilſt Atheiſts attack bis very Being, MI 
and fly in the Face of bis Divinity And ſhall a Chri- 

ian fland an idle Speflator at ſo bold, ſo daring an lu. 

Jolenge ? For what were Tongues made, but to 2 Hh 
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ſuch provoking Occaſions ? Silence is criminal as well 
# Neutrality, and not to ſtand up in our Maker*s De- 
fence when Atheiſts rifle bis Majeſty, and railly upon 
his Omnipotence, is to band agamſt him. 3 
Some perchance may ſtand up and tell me, that Trea- 
tiſes of this Nature are not calculated for our Meridi- 
an. That they may be uſeful to the wild Patagons of . 
America, or the flupid Hotentots of the Cape, but 
that Atheiſm is ſo great a Stranger to our Nation, that 
ve are forc'd to fetch a Word from Greece to expreſs 
it. We are rather oppreſs'd with the Light of a Deity 
than want it. We walk in the Sunſhine of Knowledge > 
Not the Obſcurity of Ignorance. And whilſt we tole- 
rate all Religions, it's ridiculous to ſuppoſe we have 
none. 8 | 
But under Favour (Gentlemen) we need not ſail to 
the Megalanian Streights, nor cut the burning Line 
to find an Atheiſt. Theſe Monſters breed nigher Home; 
they ſpawn on our Shoar ;, they thrive in our Climate, 
and like the Egyptian Locuſts over-ruu the Country : 
0 Wl So that they are become an univerſal Nuiſance to the 
a. Subject, and a Plague to the Realm. Stupidity and Edu- 
b: cation may plead for poor American Atheiſts at God's 
: WH Tribunal; but cannot for ours. Theſe are hatcht in 
a; Wl the Stews, and nurs'd in the Play-houſẽ; they take their 
th WY Birth from Debauchery, and Growth from barefacd 
In WW Malice. They paſs thro' the whole Alphabet of Crimes 
to. bre they touch this Non plus ultra of Impiety. 
1 K. Auſtin complains theſe Vermin plagu d his Age 
nas it does ours, but yet they lay under Diſcipline, they 
walk'd abroad incognito, and ſculk'd under Diſguiſe, 
ideo dixit in corde ſuo non eſt Deus, quia hoc ne- 
mo audet dicere, etiam ſi fuerit auſus cogitare. 
But now the Scene is ſhifted ; Atheiſm ſtands no more 
on Reſervedneſs ; it ſcorns to lie under the Reproach of 
Reftraint, or the Shame. of Confinement ; it has laid 
down the Vizard, and appears in publick not only with- 
out Fear,” but even vith feder Other Vices re- 
| 8 4 tire 
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' tire into Darkneſs and Solitude, like Bats, or Sceech. 
Owls, they range in the Night ; but Atheiſm brave 
it at Moon- Day; and ſo is turn d into a Mid- Day De- 
vil, Dæmonium Meridianum. p 
It bas remov'd its Lodgings from the Stews and Bay. 
nos, and other _ Scenes of - Lewdneſs to the 

Curt. It bas wheed['d into its Party, not only the 
Rakes, but the Poets alſo, who like Slaves at the Oar 
drudge for the Cauſe : rhime down Piety, and 
then laugh Religion out of Countenance to turn it out 

Doors. They draw in all the Succours imaginabl;, 
ut Reaſon and Conſcience : So that one would think 

_ they intend a general Invaſion upon Religion; and re- 
ſolve to force Morality into an Abdication. 

In King David's Reign an Atheift made a poor Fi. 
e; be was content to wear the Cap and Bauble ; 
is Ambition look'd no higber than the Poſt of Scha- 
ramouch, dicit inſipiens in Corde ſuo non eſt De- 
us. Aud indeed all Mankind, together with the Roy- 
al Prophet, voted him the Station: But it ſeems ve 
bave learnt new Notions of Wit and Wiſdom: ſince the 
Deceaſe of our Anceſtors. What went in their Days 
for Stupidity and Folly; by the Hocus Pocus of a ner 
Creation, flarts up Ingenuity and Reaſon in ours. The 
moft dull Creature that dares \diſown bis Maker, it 
dubb'd a Virtuoſo, and without any other Tryal of 
Bis Abilities commences Doctor in the Academy of 
Rakes : For theſe Men having nom uſurp'd the Bench; 
they fit upon Wit, Breeding and Religion : Their Tudy- 
ment is the Standard of Senſe, and Scale of Nobili- 
ty : So that whoever dares but defie God without Re- 
morſe, without Shame, is a ſhrewd Man, a Perſon 
of Parts, and a Gentleman without the Help of 
Heraldry, a Peer without the King's Patent ; Nay, he is 
every Thing but a Man, Ru zes 
I wonder what they drive at, if they deſign to ue 


a Varniſh on the Face of Vice, to turn Lewdneſs into 
Ferne, and Brutality into Diverſion ; their Ny 
; | © 5 pe 
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yell laid, their Meaſures are juſt, and Su 77 muſt 
yorn their Endeavours : For if God be daſhd out of 
the Creed, Morality will ſoon abandon our Actions. 
Man will fland on the ſame Ground with Beaſts : 
Reaſon will varniſb into Senſe, and ſo we ſhall fall be- 
hw the Level of our own Species. Power will decide 
Right, Intereſt will define Honeſty; and Revenge pro- 
nonuce upon Honour, and then like diſmantled Towns 
we ſhall lie open to all the Inroads of Inſolence, and 
to all the Afſaults of Vice. Is not this a fine Me- 
thod to cut off all the Lines of Communication between 
Man and Man ? to throw all Government off of the 
Hinges * To drown Order in a Sea of Confuſion 2 
To fock the Nation with thieving Arabians, and 
2 to let losſe upon our Bodies, an Army of Bloody Tar- 
bars. | | 45k, 
2 Aud indeed our Atheiſts have Reaſon to crow; their 
e.. Trick has taken to Admiration. Debauchery ſpreads. 
„/ l, that the Infection is become Epidemical, it's 
ve above Expreſion ; God ſend it be not alſo paſt Cure ! 
he One would think Circe had flipp'd her magical Po- 
51 tions hither; Transformations are ſo ordinary; and 
2 what raiſes my Suſpicion is, becauſe they all end in the 
be Beaſt, and moſt in the Swine. = 
is Tis bard to aſign the genuine Cauſe of this extra- 
of vagant and unreaſonable Vice. One told me, he was 
of of Opinion, that our Navies had wafted it hither 
F from — Indies, and that theſe A bad bar- 
p- tered their 1 or our Engliſh Ware, Certai 
i our Seamen carry aboard à ſmall Cargo of Res 
fe and a leſs of Conſcience : Both are a troubleſome kind 
n of Lading, and of no Debate: We muſt- not wonder 
f then, if a Crew pr 1 provided of both, loſe ſome 
s Grains in the Traject, and more in thoſe Regions 
where they ſee none. The African Iifidelity may 
1 tinfure their Hearts, as the African Sun tanns their 
4 Faces, and then at their Return, they may unlade the 
| Atheiſm of Guiny with its Gold. Ibo theſe = 


ram — 6 


106 Preſace to the Reader. 


fate Mariners may fling the Infection among the My 
they cannot reach thoſe. who move in a highy 
Sphere : But Swans lie too far out of Sight, to inf. 
ence the Nobility ; they are Creatures of too ſmall | 
Size to ſet 1p a Faſhion, too deſpicable to deſery 
Imitation. | 

Ii certain nothing has contributed more to the 
Improvement of Atheiſm than the Liberty of th: 
Preſs , like Pandora's Box it bas poured out all th; 
Plagues of Schiſm, that for theſe hundred Tears babe 


plagu'd the Nation. They ſwarm in every Corner, 


and are become both a Drudge, and Grievance, Like 
Toad-flaols, they ftart up in a Night, and what Wo. 
des © Nature buddles up in a Moment, thoſe h. 
ſeRs that ſpring from Stench, and feed on Corripti. 
on + They are for the moſt part abortive Embrics, 
without Shape, without Figure, but not without Poi. 
rr wo tn Nen 
. The Preſs however is nom a Branch of our Proper. 
ty, and a Part of our darling Liberty; we think ow 
ſelves fetter d, unleſs we bave the Freedom to ſnarl 
at the Prerogattve, to vomit Blaſphemies againſt God, 
and to revile Religion and Morality ; and then that 
our Crimes may be immortal, and infect future Ages, 
as well as the prefent, they muſt appear in Print, to 
. outface Modeſty, and ſtare Vertue, Eelgien and Obe- 
dience ont of Countenance. Certainly tbeſe People fan- 
cy Ignorance. and Wickedneſs are charming Quali. 
 ficatzons, why. elſe do they take ſuch Pains to ſland 
Fools and Debanchees upon Record? 
Alas] their Deſin looks another May; would they 
content themſelves with the Honour of Fools or De- 
bauchees, we would let them carry off - the Prize , but 
they level at Piety, they. ſtriks at Religion, and ain 
by - Refledion'at- the: Almighty » And that their Tram 
may take, aud their Poiſon work with Efficaq, 
is gilt over with, ſoft Language, ſwimming Expreſ- 
fons, chiming Periads, i. e. they blend Priſon wit 


Poiſon 
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Priſon to make the Potion ſtronger, Smut and Ban- 
dery are _ Objects in their own Dreſs, they ra- 
ther wor _=_ the Stomach than the Will, and are 
fiter Jor Scavingers than Gentlemen; when a little 
rt caſls a Blanch over their Foulneſs, and veils their 
Deformity, they enchant Senſe, aud ſtupifie Reaſon ,, 
the Monfter withdraws, and the Sound affe&s the 
Ear, vbilſ the Object lays bold of the Heart : In- 
deed ſome fland upon no Ceremony, they draw the Sta- 
tas of ſcandalous Amours not in Buſto but at length, 
vithont a Fig-leaf to cover their Nakedneſs. They 

under all Shapes and in all Poſtures, but thoſe 

Decency, What Vertue can ſtand out againſt ſuch 
mudering Engines ? Theſe Objects make Inroads upon 
the Fancy, they fire the Blood, and put the Humours 
in an Uproar ; they fit the Reader for any Villany, 
ad what is worſe, point out the Occaſon; Nay, our 
Authors fand not in Unverſals, =y deſcend in par- 
ticulars. They diſſe# Brutality, and expoſe Anatomy 
to View, and Contemplation, which is a ſhrewd Argument 
ther Writings are only Copies, and that the Ackions are 
the true Originals. 

In a Word, the whole Fry of our modern Pamphle- 
ters ſeems to have conſpir d againſt Vertue and Godli- 
neſs, they canonize Vice, and deiſie Uncleanneſs ; and 
4 Means they have run down Sobriety, and ſet up 

ontinence; they have brought Libertiniſm into Cre- 
dit, and Morality into Contempt ; Things are 
come to ſuch a Condition, that Conſcience lies under all 
the Dreads of Reproach, aud Apprebenſions of Infa- 


" 7% 

Now when the Agenda of Religion are laid afide, 
the Credenda will ſoon be diſmiſs d, as Ujaleſs 
Cumberſome, 4 Man that has but the Boldneſs to 
charge thro* all the Terrors of the World, in good 
Time will laugh at them; and then becauſe God takes 
nt of Sinners in Flagrante, but leaves ſome Tears 
between the Grime and the Puniſhment, be will be apf 

e enough 
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enough to conclude be is a meer Bugbear of our om 
Greation. - Io be'fhort , the Preſs bas not only effemi. 
nated the Mind, but unprincipld the Underſtanding 
and therefor fitted us for all Diſſolution. A May 
pithout Principle it a Creature without Reſtraint, 
8 Senſe; all Appetite,- all Beaft, and in fine, al 
Monſter. 1. 0 ee 
Now to put a+ Stop to this growing Vogue of Ath. 
iſn, I baus publiſh'd theſe Conferences, in which thy 
Atheiſt will Jee the Weakneſs of bis Principles diſcs. 
ver d, and if he be not converted, I am ſure be vil 
be confounded. I defire thefe Nullifidians to read the 
Book withont Fræuention, without Byaſs ; the Subjed 
#s both ſerious and important, and therefore deſerve 
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Gentleman Inſtructed, Se. 
DIALOGUE 1. 


Hip Theomachus became an Atheiſt, ſet down as 4 
Caution for all Toung Gentlemen. 


hl ez HE next Morning Neander took Coach, 
RA and drove directly to Euſebiuss Lodgings. 
XZ He walk d up Stairs, and found his Friend 
Nin his Cloſer. Good Morrow (ſaid Nean- 
hb der) laſt Night I brought you the Chal- 


Euſeb. Atheiſts like young Narciſſus's dote on their 
own Abilities ; and becauſe they are more proud than 
we, they very wiſely conclude they are more witty. Bur 
(Neander) thole who talk moſt, do not always talk beſt. 
Speaking and Reaſoning are not always of rhe ſame Side 
that lies within the Verge of a Fool, and this is the Pre- 
rogative of a wiſe Man. But pray why ſo early this 
Morning ? Atheiſts and Libertines are now in their firſt 
Sleep ; they are perfect Sybarites, and never open their 
Curtains till the Sun has drove over the Meridian: So 
that they live no leſs extravagantly than they believe: 

Their Actions croſs upon Nature, as well as their Faith 
on Reaſon. Bur indeed we muſt fling in ſome Grains of 
E Allowance ; for whereas other Men ſleep to refreſh Na- 
ture, Atheiſts ſleep to work out a Debauch. And as they 

drink poor Reaſon aſleep, ſo they fleep it awake, and this 
Operation requires Time. I have read that the Morning 

Heats are admirable for Tranſpiration, they ſupply — 

| 
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Neand. An Atheiſt cannot croſs your Way, but jon 
ate preſently on the Spur, you make at him with ful 
ſpeed, and ſeldom leave the Chaſe till you are both run 
down: Have you forgot, That Love your Neighbour , 
your ſelf, takes in both Infidels and Atheiſts roo ? and 
— — is of your Species comes within the Pale 
Euſeb. I love their Perſons, but cannot be reconcile 
to their Principles; I could heartily pity em, had they 
one Grain of Compaſſion for themſelves; but they are 4 
Race of Men, that neither deſire Pity, nor deſerve it; 
they walk on the very Brink of the Precipice, and (tho 


they know the Danger) ſnut their Eyes, that they may. 


not ſee it, as if they plac'd their Happineſs. in their Ruin. 
In fine, Neander, they ſhall have my Prayers, but not 
my Eſteem. Bur 4 Props: May I not know my Anta. 


goniſts Name ? I forgot this Query at our laſt Meeting. 
Neand, And really I forgot to acquaint you: He is cal- 


led Theomachus ; he is in Requeſt, and ſpeaks wel, 
tho he believes ill. n a 
Euſeb. Theomachus ! 

| Neand. Why have you any Acquaintance with the 
Gentleman? mah I | 

Euſeb. I never exchang'd a Word with him in my Life: 

But a Man muſt have led the Life of a meer Recluſe, not 
to have heard of Theomachus : He has been the Town 
Diſcourſe theſe Thirty Vears; and never Man has been 
more praisd, nor more blam'd than he. I have heard a 
Thouſand Panegyricks of his Vouth, and as many Satyr 
of his old Age, that leaves no place for Invective, not 
this for Excuſe : For as I have been credibly inform d, in 
his render Years he practis d all Vertues, and ſince he be- 
gan to decline, has plung'd himſelf into all Vices : He 
has nor only debauch d himſelf almoſt our of his Eſtate, 


but quite ont of his Religion; he turn d off Se 6 
0 


for Libertiniſm, and from hence ſtept into Arheiſm ; 
that like Lucifer, from an Angel of Light, he is Mera- 
morphos'd into a Spirit of Darkneſs, and has improv'd 
the Contempt of his Creator into open Rebellion; na}, 
he reads Lectures of Atheiſm to others, and ſo ſprea 


the Infection, and makes his own Diſeaſe incurable; x” 
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if che Allurements of Pleaſure are ſo bewirching as to per- 
ſwade a Man in ine of Reaſon to live an Atheiſt, Ho- 
nour will puſh the Illuſion farther, and invite him to die 
one. I am ſenſible enough that we are more prone to 
cenſute our Neighbours Vices, than to take notice of his 
Vertues: Invectives flow more eaſily from us than Pane- 
gyricks'; and therefore I thought my ſelf oblig d to ſuſ- 
pend my Judgment of Theomachus, till I found ſome bet- 
ter Evidence than popular Reports, which oftentimes owe 
their Being ro Miſtake or Envy, and their Growth to a 
talkative Humour, and indeed at length I fell by chance 
in the Company of one of his Friends, who gave me full 
Satisfaction : His Life has ſomerhing of the Romance, 
but more of the Tragedy; tis fitter ro Grieve, than to 
Divert us, and to melt us into Tears, than into Laugh- 
ter: Time does not preſs; I will (if you pleaſe) run o- 
yer the chief Circumſtances; tho the Narrative be not 
Diverting, I am ſure it will be Inſtructive: You will 
learn by his ſad Fall, that Man can find no ſure Footing 
here, that Vertue lies within the Reach of Temptation, 
and cannot only be aſſaulted, bur overcome. 

Neand. Pray, Sir, favour me with the Relation; In- 
ſtruction is never unſeaſonable, and ſometimes neceflary, 
eſpecially ro young Men, whoſe Nature bends more wil- 
ingly to what is Pleaſanr, than what is Lawful, and who 
rather ſpur on their Paſſions, than curb em; beſides Ig- 
norance waits on Youth, as well as Preſumption. That 
hides the Danger; This provokes it; bur both berray us. 
Pray begin. 

Euſeb. Tis a kind of Poſtulatum in Spirituality, that 
Men end as they begin, and die- as they live ; and in- 
deed Experience reaches as well as Scripture, that the 


laſt Act of our Lives is but a Copy of the firſt, Vertue 


planted in the Spring of Youth, thrives ro Admiration ; 
it flows in the very Winter of Age, it blooms in the 
Grave, and breaths forth Perfumes when our Bodies ex- 
bale Infection. Now if an early Vertue caſts irs Roots 
ſo low, that the Blaſts of imperuous Paſſions are not able 
to ſhake ir, Vice certainly will be more laſting; this is 
the Product of our own Soil, like poyſonous Weeds it 
grows without Planting, and in Proceſs of Time winds 
and twiſts it ſelf with our very Nature; it finks into our 
and nor only conveys the Infection through = 
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the Humours of the Body, but cotruprs the very Facu!: 
ties of the Soul; ſo chat like chronical Diſtempers, it ac. 
companies us to our Coffins, it ſleeps with us in the 
Grave, and burns with us in Hell. 

Tho this Rule be univerſal, it admits of ſome Excep. 
tions; who court Sin in their Youth, ſometimes deteſt ir 
in their declining Years ; and thoſe who quench the un. 
lawful Heats of Lewdnels in the very Summer of their 
Lives, are conſum'd by em in the Autumn of their Age; 
even then like Mount Gibel, they are Snow withour, and 
Fire within; and this Providence permits, that the Saint 
may not preſume, nor the Sinner deſpair. St. Paul wa 


a Perſecutor before he became an Apoſtle. He made x 


Martyr in Feriſalem before he ſuffer'd Martyrdom at 
Rome ; and only propagated Chriſtianity, when - firſt he 
conſpir d its Ruin. What could be more Promiſing than 
the Beginning of unfortunate Fudas ? He receiv'd Power 
over Devils, as well as over Diſeaſes ; and commanded 
Nature whilſt he obey'd his Maſter : But when Avarice 
yd upon his Innocence, Treaſon broke in upon his 
yalry, and Deſpair put an End to his Life, to begin 
the everlaſting Puniſhment of his Offences : But we need 
not run ſo far back into Antiquity for ſuch Examples; 
our Age can leave at leaſt one Preſident to Poſterity in the 

Perſon of unfortunate Theomachus. Ft vs 
This Gentleman ſeem d born under ſo happy a Con- 
ſtellation, that all Things conſpir d ro make him a Saint, 
At the Age of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man of 
Twenty, an Air of Gravity ran thro' all his Actions, ſo 
that he had nothing of the Child, but Age and Inno- 
cence. The Seeds of a pious Education ſown in a Soil 
ſo grateful, could not chuſe but improve almoſt ro a Mi- 
racle ; and indeed, ſo ſoon as he heard to what End be 
was Created, together with the dread Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtian Religion; that the Vertues of the Juſt would be 
Rewarded with an Eternity of Joys; and the Sins of 
the Impious with an Eternity of Torments: He nevet 
balanc d on the Choice, but reſolvd ro ſquare his Life 
by the Rule of the Goſpel, and to poſtpone all the Ad- 
vantages of Time to thoſe of Eternity. a 
His Conduct was an Argument that his Reſolution nei- 
ther flow d from Childiſhnels, nor Ignorance ; he labour d 
to put it in Execution with the ſame Eagerneſs he made 
it, 
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i; and he told his Tutor one Day, that to defer the Exe- 
-ution of a good Purpoſe, and to break ir, was the ſame 
Thing; that a bad Action ſhould never be done, nor a 
„od one ever omitted. He began firſt to model his 
ep. Paqions, and puniſh'd em like Traytors before they were 
* able to rebel: He taught em to obey betimes, that they 


n. might never pretend to Soveraignty, and refus d them all 
er Things to baulk their Importunities; ſo that when he 
n 3 Woe bis firſt Appearance in the World, and enter'd up- 


on Converſarion, he drew all Men's Eyes and Admirati- 
on upon him; he ſeem'd caſt in a quite different Mould 
than other Men, and wholly exempt from the common 
ea Curſe of Mankind; he fear d thoſe Things which 
others hope for, and ran from thoſe vain Amuſements 
he they purſue : He plac'd his Wealth in the purchaſe of 
venue, not of Land, and deſpis d all Honour, but that 
which ſuits with a Chriſtian : He look d upon his Eſtate 
25a Property of the Poor, and therefore terurn'd them 
the Overplus as a Debt, rather than as a Benevolence; 
and when once a Relation deſir d him to ſhape his Chari- 
y by the Rule of Diſcretion ; My Neighbour's want 
lreply'd Theomachus) is the Standard of my Alms, and I 
had rather drive my Liberality roo far than roo ſhort 2: 
He never withdrew ftom thoſe Diverſions that recreate 
the Body without endangering the Soul ; bur then he 
could not be won to countenance a Debauch ; and alrho' 
" WMfthis Nicety often expos d him to the Scoffs and Raillery 


of thoſe young Blades, that rated Pleaſure above their 
" WDuty ; yer he either deteſted their Malice, or pitied their 
75 Folly, and valued his Innocence above their Favour. 
15 We live (ſaid he one Day) in a ſtrange Age, and as 
he ſtrange a Kingdom, we profeſs a Reformation in Religi- 


on, and a Corruption of Manners: We believe what 
be Chriſt reveal'd, and bluſh to practice what he taught: 
of His Religion is Alamode, and his Precepts of Morality 

out of Faſhion. Surely we pretend to juſtifie the Lewd- 
55 xls of our Actions, by the Holineſs of our Religion, as 
1. If true Faith were a Warrant for Immorality. Cannot a 

Man be well bred unleſs he lives ill > Nor condeſcending 
unlels he gives up his Title ro Heaven? Can nothing 
Jie a Companion bur my Damnation? Nothing in- 
title me to good Behaviour bur Impiery ? This is cer- 
ainly to confound Ideas, to ſettle falſe Notions, and to 
danter Things out of their Nature, I Tou 
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You may eaſily imagine ſuch Lectures of Morality 
were unpalatable to thoſe, young Sparks, who fix their 
Eyes and Thoughts only upon the preſent. They took 
the Alarm and immediately cry d out, Gentlemen to your 
Arms. Young Theomachus (lays one) is vaſtly preten. 
ding, he ſets up for a Preacher without Holy- Order, 
and enters upon the Miniſtry without Licence. Nay 
(replies another) be joyns Inlulr to Outrage, Firlt by 

Impeaching our Conduct, and Secondly by making In. 
roads on our Prerogative. 'Tis a Gentleman's Privilege 
to fin without Reproof, as well as without Scruple, and 

hoſoever adviſes us of our Duty, tranſgreſſes his own, 

e ſhall be cloyd with Homilies unleſs we cool his 

and ſweeten his moroſe Complexion. I am not 
(ſays a third) for being always upon the Defenſive, we 
muſt make a Diverſion, and carry the War into his own 
Dominions. His Vertue I ſuppole is not impregnable ; 
it may either be maſter'd by Force, or ſeiz'd on by a Sur- 
prize, and if our Enterpriſe ſucceed we ſhall gain a Pre. 
ſelyte, and loſe a Cenſor. The Counſel was receiv'd with 
Applauſe, and preſently they fell ro work; they attack d 
his Reaſon with Wine, and his Chaſtity with Women, 
Bur Theomachus vented their Mines before they took Fire, 
and ſo cover d his Adverſaries with Confuſion and him- 
ſelf with Glory. Nay he painted the Fowlnels of the 
| Attempt in ſo lively Colours, that he brought over ſome 
to a better Life; and even thoſe he could not perſuade to 
repent, he taught to bluſn: And now he had obtain d ſuch 
a Superiority, that all thoſe Hectors who could not love 
him, were forc'd to eſteem him. His very Preſence brid- 


led their paſſions, and kept them within the Bounds of 


Decency, and tho he could nor control their Thoughts, 
he was abſolute Maſter of their Actions, 

Theomachus run on in this holy Courſe till the Thir- 
tieth Year of his Age, reſpected by Men, and precious 
in the Sight of God. Never Man bid fairer for Perſe- 
verance than he; He had kept his Paſſions under ſuch 
ſevere Diſcipline, that they ſeem'd rather dead, than 
mortify d; they had obey'd fo long, that they loſt almoſt 


all Defire ro command: He lay under the Violence of 


no ill Habits, no criminal Engagements, in fine he judg d 
bimſelf ſecure when he was within an Ace of his Ruine. 


His 
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His Siſter (affianc'd to a young Gentleman) invited 
him to her Wedding, ſhe preſs d the Invitation with that 
Earneſtneſs, T-comachus foreſaw ſhe would nor return 
with a Denial; he made notwithſtanding ſome Reſiſtance, 
and carried on his Excuſes beyond the Laws of Civility, 
for he knew that Meetings devoted ro Merriment, are 
oſten ptofan'd with Lewdneis, or at leaſt that Tempra- 
tion crowds in With Vouth and Gallantry, yet at length 
Impottunity overcame his Conſtancy, and this Piece of 
innocent Condeſcendence firſt threw him upon Tempta- 
tion, and then rumbled him into the Precipice of Liber- 
tiniſm and Atheiim. | 

Some of his Relations, Men of a gay Temper, were 
grown out of Conceit with his Moderation, and Re- 
ſervedneſs, and there fore reſoly'd either to bend his Ver- 
tue, or to break it They hire a Woman, Fair as a Helen, 
but Lewd as a Meſſaline, ſhe was one of thoſe who pro- 
ſirure their Honour for a fine Equipage, and firſt .prey 
on young Gentlemen's Hearts, and then on their Eſtates. 
She was handſomely ſer out for the Employment, and 
well vers d in all the little Arts of Wheedling, nothing 
could be more engaging than her Converſation, her Hu- 
mout was pleaſant, and yet reſerv d: So that thoſe that 
did not know her, would have taken her for a Veſtal; ſhe 
was well inſtructed in her Part, and promis'd to act it 
to the Life, nor did ſhe fail in the Execution 

Theomachus on the Day appointed repair'd ro his Siſters 
Lodgings, where he was receiv d with open Arms; every 
one gave him the Welcome, bur they (crew'd up Civiliry 
even to Aﬀectarion, who had laid the Train to blow up 
his Vertue: And now the deceitful Hren I ſpoke of began 
to enter on the Stage. She continually plac'd her ſelf 
before him, and took him out to dance a Minuet; ſhe 
found Occaſion to entertain him, and ſometimes in pri- 
vate, Theomachus was firſt charm d with her Converſa- 
tion, then he ſought ir, and in fine he found an Uneaſi- 
neſs when he was out of her Company; in a Word, his 
Pation made ſuch Progreſs in the Space of two Hours, 
that he was lcarce able to Maſter it: This Baſi/:5hk had 
ſhor the Poy ſon thro his Eyes to his Heart, and its Ope- 
tation was ſo quick, that the peſtilential Flame almoſt 
conſum'd him before he well knew the Cauſe of ſo 
range an Alteration ; he 1 within himſelf to ſub- 
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mit at the Age of Thirty to a Paſſion, he had conquerd 
at Twenty, and concluded that Magick had a great: 
Hand in his Overthrow than Nature, but tis a Folly u 
impute ro Philtrums and Incantations thoſe Effects which 
ſpring from our ſelves, and riſe out of our own Co. 
ruption. 

He endeavoured to pen up his Paſſion within his own 
Breaſt, and fear d it ſhould take Air, but Love is a Flame 
that cannot be confin d, it breaks out in ſpire ot Oppo. 
tion, and works its Way through all the Masks of Dit 
mulation. A certain Gloomineſs ſar on his Face, Cheer. 
fulneſs gave Place to Melancholy, he ſhew'd an Unes. 
ſineſs in Company, and a Diſſatisfaction in Solitude, al 
wondered at the ſudden Alteration, but no Body mor 
than himſelf, Some call'd the Diftemper a Fever, other 
a Weakneſs, but all miſt in their Conjectures, beſides 
the Viper that ſhor the Poyſon, and the unfortunate 
Gentleman that receiv d it. 

Theomachus pretended Sickneſs, and ſo withdrew to hi 
Lodgings, but he trail'd the Dart after him, it ſtuckin 
his Heart, and he neither had the Courage to diſengage 
it, nor Relolution enough to ſupport the Torment: He 
hatred the Pain yet doted on the Cauſe of it, and even 
ſeem d to raſte ſome Happineſs in the very Height of his 

. Miſery, Bur Oh! When he compar'd his paſt State with 
the preſent, the ſweet Calms of a vertuous Mind with 
the boiſterous Tempeſt of a diſtemper d one; he thought 

bimſelf fallen from Heaven into Hell, and confeſs d no- 
thing was wanting to compleat his Miſery, but the Ere- 
niry of his Torments. His Fancy drew out a Lands 
of all the diſmal Conſequences of ſo unruly a Paſſion; 
and Reaſon told him twas Time to prevent them, bu 
he relied too much on his Vertue, and ſuppos d it invin- 
eible, becauſe hitherto it had not been overcome. He 
thought his Power over Paſſion was as abſolute, as God 

over the Sea, and if he bid ir ſtop within the Bounds dl 

Decency and Innocence, ir durſt nor diſobey. Bur alas 

Vertue muſt not without great Precaution be put to the 

Teſt. If we truſt it too far, it often gives us the (lip, 

and by a moſt juſt Judgment from Heaven, too great: 

Confidence ends in Ruin. 

In fine Theomachus was impatient for a Second Inter. 


view ; he concluded no Harm could follow becauſe he 
3 2 1 inten- 
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intended none. Thar there was no Danger of Sin be- 
cauſe his Thoughts were innocent, nay he was now flown 
up to ſuch an Height of Extravagance, as to perſuade 
himſelf, that the Impetuoſity of Appetite is ſooner tam d 
by Liberty than Reſtraint, and that like ſome capricious 
Horles, it runs faſter when you draw in the Reigns than 
when you ſlacken them. Thus he ferch'd Arguments 
amel from — Stable, and play d the Jockey rather than the 
Chriſtian, | | 

to His Companions made him a Viſit, and eaſily per- 
ceiv'd the Cauſe of his Diſeaſe. They prais'd his Paſſion, 


_ applauded his Choice, and very Religioully offer'd their 
e, al Lervice in this amorous Adventute, i. e, they ſaw a Re- 
mor lein on the Brink of the Precipice, and would by all 
then Means favour him with a civil Puſh, for you muſt know 


ſide (Vander) there is a Race of Men in this City, who en. 
trench upon the Devil's Employment, or rather are his 


2 Deputies, they tempt by his Commiſſion, and damn their 
0 bs Friends out of Kindneſs: they are more ſucceſsful and more 
ku dangerous than their Maſter, becauſe leſs frightful, and 
gag then they edge che Temptation both by Example and 


: 11.008 Counſel. 
Theomachus's ill Fate drew him to a-. Second Viſit, this 


fi, made Way tor a Third; yer he ſtood to his Reſolution, 
and kept within the Limits of Modeſty : Bur inthe mean 


th 
«Wl Time, che Fever of Love heighten'd, and the malignant 
ugh Humour paſt through the Eyes to the Heart, and from 


ro thence fum'd up to the Brain, ſo that now the Diſeaſe 
not only infected the Will, bur tainted the Underſtanding. 
He began to venture on greater Freedoms than ſtood 
Jl with Vertue, and in a ſhort Time plung d into Debau- 
bu chery : But when he rerir'd into his Cloer and Solitude 
gere Time for ſerious Reflections; Grace open'd his 
He Eyes to ſee his Fault, and they dropt Tears to deplore it; 
he learnt by Experience, that the Pleaſure of Sin bears 
1s of I 0 Proportion with the Torment of it, that the Delight 
las 5 Momentary and the Pain may be Eternal. And now 
the be ſeem'd reſolvd not only to hate his Crime, but even 
ſip, be Cauſe of it: But thoſe Debauchees who had been 
2t a WM the Inſtruments of his Fall daſhr all his Pious Reſolutions, 
and at length nor only deprivd him of Liberty, but of 
rer- dbe very Deſire to regain it. 


en- 1 13 Tears 
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Tears (ſays one) have no ill Grace on a Child's Cheek; 
they become alſo well enopgh the weaker Sex, who ſr, 
rentimes plead their Cauſe with them when Reaſons fal. 
and ſo at the ſame Time redreſs a Grievance and (if. 
charge the Brain: But they argue an unpardonable 
Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe a ſnrew'd Suſpicicn he 
has either overliv'd his Judgment, or never had one; you 
have made a falſe Step, and who does not trip ſometimes? 
Let your Heart sk Pardon, not your Eyes. Repent (if 
you pleaſe,) But why muſt you deſpair ? But before you 
pronounce upon your lelf, examine whether you are 
guilty ? Appeal to Realop, not ro Fancy, Prejudice, and 
Education: thole are always upon the Hurry, and be. 
_  caule they raiſe a Duſt, they never ſee Objects in their 
Proportion, God is a Father, not a Tyrant ; if he ha 
laid ſome Precepts upon us, he never intended to over. Wl ro! 
whelm us. Why did he create Eyes, but to ſee? Or n; 
- Ears, but to hear? Will he permit us ro behold nothing Bo 
bur Monſters ? Or to ſmell nothing but Stench and In. Wi th: 
fection? This is to make our Senſes a Burthen, rather 
than à Bleſſing, it's to turn into a Curſe the very Beneſt WM tio 
of our Creation. I 
No, no, Theomgchys, when God fram d our Senſes ca- 10 
pable ro receive Pleaſure, he created Objects fir to give Wl na 
it, and I am of Opinion, thr Pleaſures of the Senſe bave Wl ye 
nothing Criminal but Miſtake, I thank chat great Deiry I 
that made me, for the Favour of my Creation; | pA 
him Obedience every Day, and commit my Self to his {Ml th 
Protection: Now if at the ſame time I indulge Nature, 6 
and give 1.2 Play-day, where is the Harm? Muſt he be n. 
offended, becauſe I am pleas'd > Or cannor he be happy, b 
if Jam merry ? Indeed I declare againſt choſe who fly in 8 
the Face of Majeſty ; who burleſque his Goodnels, and 
lampoon his Jultice ; thoſe are Attempts againſt his Per- 
ſoo , overr-Acts of Hoſtiliry, and Rebellion, they arc 
rimes of the firſt Claſs, and if they are notpuniſh'd with 
Fire hereafter, at leaft they deſerve ir. Speak honours 
bly of God, pay your Workmen, injure no Man, and 
you cannot miſcarry. | 
The Gentleman has Reaſon (ſays another) he has ſpo- 
ken like a Man of Parts and Merit. I lay once under 
the ſame Miſtake as you Theomgchus, and never enjoy d 
my Freedom till I eas d my ſelf of the Yoak of LT 
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and Reſtraint : Qualms dampt all my Pleaſures, and me- 
lancholy Spectres flung Wormwood into all my Diver- 
fons ; bur I have reaſon d my ſelf out of theſe ſplenetick 
Vapours, and laugh at theſe fantaſtick Monſters ; they 
once tormented me ; bur (continu'd he) whar if there be 
no God 2 Whar if you flaſh into nothing when you ceaſe 
to Breath? And that Fear and Hope ſleep in the Grave? 
Will your Vertue then convey you to Heaven? Or your 
Sins to Hell ? Be firſt ſure there is a future State, before 
you part with the preſent. When you cah.demonſtrate 
there is a God, twill be Time enough to ſerve him: 
Tell me not the Being of a Deity is paſt Debate, nor that 
all Nations conſpire in this Belief ; Matters of this Na- 
ture are not to be put to Vote, they muſt nor be Judg d 
by Plurality of Voice, Reaſon mutt decide the Queſtion, 
nor Numbers; Truth is Truth, tho” all the World den 
it; and Falſhood is Falſhoos, tho all aberir. Peruſe theſe 
Books with an unprejudic'd Mind, with that he laid on 
the Table Hobbs, Spinoſa, and other Pamphlets, the 
Spawn of our Age, and the Plague of our unhappy Na- 
tion. 

This new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd him, he knew 
not whether he ſhould receive it with Laughter or Indig- 
nation, for tho on the one Side, he ſuppos d they coſted, 
yer on the other, they play d on too ſerious a Subject: 
Tho he had forfeited his Innocence, he had nor yet rook 
Leave of Religion ; ſo that he could nor endure to hear 
the Decalogne traduc d. Vertue levell'd with Vice, and 
God himſelf degraded by a Pack of Atheiſts, who have 
no other Reaſon ro quarrel with his Being, but becauſe 
he curbs their Luſts, and laſhes their Conſcience with 
Scorpions. | 

But the Devil of Love that poſſeſt this unhappy Gen- 


tleman, begun to riſe again, he perceiv'd that Indulgence 


had wherted his Paſſion, inſtead of blunting it; and chat 
it was impoſſible to gratifie Senſuality without provoking 
Conſcience. In this Agony between Fear and Deſire he 
firſt cryed out; it theſe Gentlemen's Tenets are not 
true, they are at leaſt convenient, they give full Scope to 
denſe, and reconcile Conſciente with Pleaſure ; then he 
withd they were true, and after a Pauſe, Perchance they 
are (ſaid he.) Latter Ages have diſcover'd a new World, 
why may they not a new Truth, Ar leaft there is no 
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Harm in examining their Principles. If they prove ſiti 
factory, I may enjoy my Paſſion, if nor, I am reſolvd u 

ſtifle it. Thus aid theiſm make irs Approaches by De. 
grees, it work d ar firſt out of Sight and under a Dilguif, 
and then rurn'd poor Theomachys out of his Religion and 
Wirs too. | 

He fell upon the Books with ſo great Eagerneſs, thy 
he ſeem d rather to devour than read them: And whey 
he fell upon the Panegyrick of Human Reaſon, or a 
Invective againſt Prejudice and Education: This is fair 
Dealing ( ſaid he!) This is ro build on Principles; v 
ſtand on aſure Foundation ; we cannot go aſtray under the 
Conduct of Reaſon ; Intereſt cannot break in upon ir 
Integrity; it acts without Byaſs, without Partiality; it 
Judgment is infallible, and its Deciſions Oracles. Prep. 
dice and Education are the Bane of Truth: They o 
crowd our Heads with old Species, that they leave ng 
room for new ones; ſo that we either act out of Cy. 
ſtom or Spite. 

Bur he had done well to conſider, that they who in- 
veſt our Underſtandings with the Prerogative of Infalli 
biliry are infallibly Coxcombs, that they are great Stras- 
gers to Reaſon, who think it above Error, and that they 
are certainly miſtaken, who ſuppoſe it cannot be deceiy, 
*Tis rrue indeed, Prejudice and Education oftentimes 
rather leads us from Truth, than to it. And it is 
more ſecure to make the Enquiry alone, than in their 
Company, but when Men declame againſt rhem without 
Mean or Meaſure, tis à Sign they are tainted with the 
Diſeaſe, for where there is Hear, there is no Indifference: 
And lo they only condemn one Prejudice with a greater, 

However the Books infected him, they convey d the 
Contagion from his Heart, to his Head: So that within 
a ſhorr Time, his Diſeale came to a Criſis which prognoſti- 
cared nothing but Atheiſm, He found a ſtrange Charm in 
the Stile, their flouriſhing Periods ſtruck him with Ad- 
miration. He thought a Vein of Wir and Elegance ran 
through all their Diſcourſes, ſo that he was never tird 
with reading nor praiſing them : The worſt of Things 
were preſented him under a handſome Mask, Which 
made them pals; Poyſon will not go down unleſs it be 
gilt or made palatable, and for this Reaſon generally the 
yorſt Books are writ the beſt ; barefac'd Impieties rathe 
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move us to Indignation than Love, and therefore, thoſe 
who expoſe them to the publick View, take Care to ſer 
them off in a gaudy Drels, to veil their real Deformity 
under beautiful Trappings. I know many are of Theo- 
machus's Opinion, and make ftrange Diſcoveries of Wir 
in theſe Authors, where I find nothing bur Blaſphemy. 
But ſome. Men are born under a happy Conſtellation; 
they have the good Fortune to be dubb'd Wirts, meerly 
for ſcoffing out of the common Road, and taking the 
Confidence to deride thoſe ſacred Myfteries, the greateſt 
Part of Mankind reverences ; which certainly is no more 
an Argument of a Man's Wit than of his Piety: Bur tis 
a Demonſtration that an Engliſh Atheiſt was in the Right 
when he ſaid, hen Reaſon is againſt a Man, then a Man 
will be againſt Reaſon., 

You muſt not wonder if Theomachus once intoxicated 
with Atheiſtical Wir, was ſoon bewirch'd with Atheiſti- 
cal Arguments; every Sophiſm ſeem'd concluſive, and 
Demonſtration ſparkl'd in every Period. You would 
have ſworn thoſe Gentlemen's Arguments were as evident 
as Mathematical Poſtulatums ; or that they prov'd their 
Theſis by Apollonius or Euclid : But after all, they build 
on Gueſſes, and ever beg the Queſtion bur never prove it. 
Sometimes they flirt at the Government of the Univerſe; 
then at God's Juſtice ; and ſometimes again at his Mer- 
cy; and becauſe they cannot reconcile theſe two Artri- 
bures, they ſuppoſe they are incompatible ; as if Man's 
Reaſon (that cannot comprehend a Flie) were able ro 
graſp an Immenſity. However theſe Arguments which 
rather work on Fancy than convince the Underftanding, 
debauch'd Theomachus, and becauſe he could not, or 
would not reſolve them, he thought them unanſwerable. 

Sometimes he would adjourn from his Cloſer ro the 
Coffee- Houſe, and venture upon a Diſpute ; and when he 
was put to a plunge, he laid the Milcarriage rather upon 
his own Ignorance than on the Cauſe he manag'd. So 
belotred was he of his new Maſters. In fine, the Em- 
ployment of Theomachus jumps with his Name, and his 
Morals with his Faith: He is a perfect Atheiſt, that is, 
without Religion, and by Conſequence without Moraliry : 
He acts as he believes ; and the only Apology for his 
Vices, is the Corruption of his Principles. | 


Tho 
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Tho this unhappy Gentleman abandon'd God, God 
did not abandon him; he ſtruck him with a Fever 
which in ſome Days brought him to Death's Door, and 
the Doctor deliver d him this doleful Meſlage, Sir, yy 
muſt die. He who before diſcours d of Death, as if he 
had been Immortal, broke into a Fit of Impatience and 
Diſtraction; he ſcarce knew where he was, much le{ 
what to reſolve on; he ſaw he could not live, and yet he 
would not die. This Strife between Life and Death, 
caſt him into ſtrange Convulſions; and the Loſs of the 
preſent with the Fear of the future, ſer all rhe Humour 
of his Body in a Ferment. God awak'd his Conſcience 
which flew-in his Face, and ſer before his Eyes a whole 
Inventory of his Crimes. He ſtarted at the Sight of 
theſe ghaſtly Monſters, and fear d himſelf more than 
Death, nay more than Hell; for 'tis more to deſerve 
thoſe Torments than to ſuffer rhem. Oh, cry'd he, there 
is a God! Sicknels that has almoſt kill'd my Body quick- 
ens my Underſtanding! From theſe laſt Moments of 
Time, merhinks, I rake a Survey of Eternity ; and be- 
hold there a Judge who will puniſh me, if I die in Obſti- 
nacy; or reward me if I breath out my Soul in Repen- 
tance. Oh! I will fly to his Mercy rather than abide the 
Impartiality of his Juſtice ! His Goodneſs exceeds my 
Malice; he can pardon more than I am able ro commit, 
and will receive me into Favour, if I ſue for it with 
Humility and: Contrition. In ſhort, he ſent our ſuch fie- 
ry Ejaculations, that they ſeem'd ro flow rather from the 
Breaſt of a Seraphim, than of a Man. He deteſted Athe- 
iſm with all che Cauſes of it, and wiſh'd he had loſt his 
Eyes, before they look d upon thoſe ſcandalous Books, 
that corrupred his Will, and poyſon d his Underſtanding : 
He water d his Bed, in a very literal Senſe, with his 
Tears; nor could all the Perlwaſions of his Friends ſtop 
the Current. He now had no Regard for the Body, that 
was once his Idol; nay he wiſh'd that Sorrow would ra- 
rher pur an End to his Life, than Nature. Bur Theoma- 
chus beyond Expectation recover d, and what is ama- 
zing. relaps d into his old Diſeaſe? Scarce did he enjoy 
the Favour of a perfect Health, but he ſpurn'd at his Be- 
nefactor, and fell into thoſe Abominations he ſo lately 
dereſted ; as if God varied with our Conſtitutions, and 
vaniſhd into nothing when we are well, and revives 
when we lie on our Death-Bed. | This 
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This is an Abridgment of Theomachus's Life, and I 
have been more particular in the Narrative, that you may 
learn by his Misfortune, and draw ſome Advantage from 
his Miſcarriage : We may date his Ruin from the Riſe 
of his Paſſion ; tho debauch'd Company, and lewd 
Books compleared it. Love ſunk the Mind; Converſa- 
tion and Reading pur Fire to the Faral Train, that blew 
up Theomachus's Vertue: And from this tainted Spring 
flow thoſe unheard of Abominarions, that almoſt drown 
the Narion. Had nor the Printers fo much Work, the 
Preachers would have leis; bur now the Preſs declares 
War againſt the Pulpit, and the Hawkers ſcatter the De- 
hance. | 

Neand. This is a ſtrange Story; and had I it from a- 
nother, I ſhould be rempred ro doubr whether Man be 
capable of ſo great Inconſtancy. Certainly it deſerves a 
place in Hiſtory, I may perchance be tempted (with 
your Leave) to expoſe it to the Publick, 

Euſeb. 1 leave that to your Di'cretion. Let's not for- 
get our Atheiſt; ir's Time to take Coach. | 


roo „ 


DIALOGUE II. 
. Whether there are any real Atheiſts, 


1 walk'd down Stairs, and when they were in the 
Coach, Pray (ſaid Neander) give me your Opinion; 
are there any ſuch Creatures in the World as real Athe- 
iſts ? They 5 this Vermin ſwarms, and like the Egypti- 
an Frogs crawls into rhe very Bedchambers of Princes. 
Euſeb. Atheiim is a meer Sound, an infignificant Word, 
2 modiſn Bluſter; but in Truth there is no ſuch Monſter 
in Nature, as a downright Atheiſt: I mean no Body in 
his Se {es can ſeriouſly perſwade himſelf there is no Gd. 
Men may huff and Hector in a Rendevouz of Rakes 
and Bullies ; they may ſwear they believe no ſuch Thing; 
and in a raving Tranſport of Debauchery defie ir ; bur 
then you muſt take all this for nothing but Cant and 
Bravade : The denial firs on the Tongue alone; tis ra- 
ther a Wiſh there were no God, than a ſerious Profeſſion 
there is none; for whilſt they mock this r 
thing, 
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thing, they tremble at the Apprehenfion of it; they feat 

irs Anger, tho' they deny its Being: So that thoſe we 

call Atheiſts affect ro appear what they are not; and by 

a ſtrange Frenzy, lay to their own Charge a Crime they 

are not guilty of: And indeed the Perſwaſion that there 

is a God, is roored in Nature; we owe it neither to 

Education, nor Study: As our Maker bas ſtampt his l. 

mage on our Foreheads; ſo he has alſo engraven'd the 

Knowledge of himſelf in our Souls; and alrho' Debau. 

chery may deface the Characters, ir can never deſtroy 

em. Pr at & 

Neand. Pray ler us drive Home again: I thought we 
had been on an Expedition againſt Arheiſts ; bur I per. 
ceive they are Enemies of our, Coining ; they are meer 
Phantoms that flaſh from Fancy, and only ſerve for Sa- 
tyr, and Invective. What did that great Champion 
Dr. Tillotſon enter the Lift againſt Chymeras 2 Did he Du- 
el with empty Apparitions 2 And Fence with Shadows? 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not; I told you there were no real 
Atheiſts. Id eſt; that no Man can be ſo far convincd 
there is no God, but till he fears there is one. Let him 
draw up a whole Legion of Atheiſtical Arguments in B.. 

tallia, they cannot ſecure the Underſtanding from Fr'ghts 
and Suſpicions ; for tho they may look under the falſe 

Lights of Prejudice and Partiality very plauſible ; yer 
they cannot convey to the Intellect, Evidence and De 

monſtration. 

Bur then there are a world of limping Atheiſts, who 
walk between a God, and no God; that is, who ſays 
there. Is no Deity, and act as if there were none; and 
yet at the ſame Time ſuſpect there is one. This is that 
Race of Men we call Atheiſts, who have diſmiſt their Un- 
derſtanding, and Reaſon with their Will. 

Neand. Under Favour : I muſt treſpaſs upon our Pati- 
ence, and crave farther Inſtruction ; for as yer I walk in 
the Dark, and do nor apprehend your meaning : Can- 
not the Being of a Deity — -uſtify's by Arguments, that 
flaſh Conviction? 

Euſeb. Yes, it can. | | 

Neand. It ſeems then impoſſible for the Underſtanding 
even to doubt of a Truth, that preſents its ſelf in the glit- 
rering Equipage of Demonſtration; for it is not Maſter 

of its Acts, as the Will; ir lies under the Commend " 

"0 | ecel- 
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ear Neceſſity, and is compell'd ro acknowledge Truth if ir 
we appears in Perſon. 


by Euſeb. The Propoſitions of Euclid are all Demon- 
ey ſtrations; and yet a bare caſt of the Eye on the Lines, 
ere or the Titles, do nor ſend Truth / in Poſt to the Brain: 
to We muſt firſt ſee what the Author would be at; then 
1. we muſt put Antecedents, and draw Conſequences before 


he we can diſcover that Light, which flows from the Schemes 
u- to the Head, and gilds the Underſtanding. Now an 
of Atheiſt is fick of a Deiry ; and therefore will make no 

Acquaintance with thoſe Arguments that prove one; 


we they come upon too ungrateful a Meſſage to find a kind 
* Reception; and generally when they ask an Audience, 
er the Will denies Admitrance ; or ar leaſt it cuts out ſo 
" much other Work for the Underſtanding, that it can find 
IN no Time to give em a full Hearing: Like a Miniſter of 
4 Stare ir hovers about the Prince, and obſtructs free Paſſage 
? to his Preſence : Bur then, when Arguments for no God 
al appear, the Will puts on foot a Hundred little Intrigues 
4 to enſnare the Underſtanding; they are trick d up for 
* Deluſion, and fitted for Deceit. 

* Nean, I perceive tis a fine Thing to be a Dupe: Why 
ts elle do Men take ſuch pains ro impoſe on themſelves : 
le But can Men cheat themſelves into Reputation? Or are 
5 there ſo great Charms in being over- reach d? I thought 
* it was every Man's Intereſt there were a God; and there- 

fore (methinks) it were more reaſonable to believe, tha 

1 to wheedle our ſelves into Inſidelity. ; 
p Euſeb, No doubt, it's the Intereſt of Reaſon, but nor 
1 of Senſuality. A Man who takes Pleaſure for the Rule 
i of his Actions, muſt lie under ſtrange Apprehenſions at 
4 the very Thoughts of another World. The dreadful 


Glory of an exaſperated Deity ; the fiery Proſpect of 
boyling Brimſtone, and the horrid Pourtraits of the in- 
fernal Execurioners, cannor chuſe bur work upon rhe 
moſt reſolute Debauchee : Sins tho'. never ſo pleaſant, 
with the diſmal Conſequences of Judgment and Damna- 
tion, fir very uneaſie on his Conſcience, and counterpoiſe 
the Sweetneſs of the moſt refin'd Senſuality with Gall 
and Wormwood. Now theſe Creatures of Pleaſure, 
who cannot reſolve on Repentance, have found out a 
ſnort Way to plaiſter up a Peace with Conſcience: They 
commiſſion their Luſts to draw upon the 9 
| an 
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and compel it to deny, or at leaſt to doubt of thoſe 
Truths, that alarm them: And it cannot be deny d but 
all inordinate Luſts byaſs the Intellect, and make it fit 
to receive thoſe Impreſſions which favour Pailion. When 
Men live as if there were no God ; tis extreamly expe. 
dient for them, there were none; and when once they 
are come ſo far, they catch at all rhoſe Argument, 
which may fortifie them in this Perſuaſion ; and theſe 
joyn d with the Charms of Intereſt, abate the dread of 
a Divinity. Tis true all theſe pretty Arrtifices are never 
able to ſecure them againſt the Furies that riſe from 
another World to haunt them. Perchance there is a God 
perchance there is 4 Hell, fright them into their Solitude 
and Retirement, and ſometimes into Taverns too: Vet 
they have gain d one Point by doubting, which they look 
upon as a very conſiderable Advantage, vix. Thar they 
may live Rakes, and die Atheiſts, withour being ſure 
there is a God to call them ro Account, or a Hell to pu. 
niſh em; and certainly a Man may be ſaid in ſome De- 
— happy, that is not ſure he ſhall once be eternally mi- 
erable. 
Now you ſee the Heart has carried on the Contrivance, 
d from this Apoſtem d Member flows the Corruption 
oNAtheiſm. And to cut off all Doubt: why do the very 
high-flown Atheiſts deſert on their Death- beds thoſe 
Principles they once admir d? Why do they turn Rene- 
gadoes to Atheiſm at the laſt Gaſp 2 Have the) receiv d 
new Lights from Doctors and Apothecaries? No, no; 
they have left the World behind; Plealures are now out 
of their Reach; and paſt Happineſs almoſt out of their 
Memory. They fanſie at leaſt an Eternity before em, 
Fire under their Feet, and Vengeance over their Heads. 
Theſe diſmal Meditations cool Paſſion, allay Luſt, and 
change the Heart; but work no Alteration in the Un- 
derſtanding: So that I may conclude with David; the 
Fool ſaid in his Heart there is no God. Atheiſm lodges in 
the Breaſt, and a Deity in the Head. Men do not be- 
lieve a God becauſe they will not; to gratifie Senſe 
hoy diſoblige Reaſon ; and hugg Infidelity to ſeer Con- 
cience. | 
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DIALOGUE III. 


Euſebius and Theomachus meet and agree on the 
Preliminaries. 


arce bad Euſebius ended, when the Coach ſtopt at 
Theomachus's Lodgings, who expected him with a 
Young Gentleman we call Eudoxus. This Blade was 2 
great Pretender ro Wit; and to follow the Stream of Cu- 
tom would make the firſt Efay of it, in a Critick of 
Religion: He receiv d the Rudiments of Latitude in A- 
rianiſm from Arioviſtus ; and was grown a wonderous 
Proficient in the Science of Impiery : He paſs'd the Line 
of Chriſtianity; and although he bad nor ye touch d up- 
on the Point of Atheiſm, he was arriv'd (as Arioviſtus 
usd ro talk) at the Cape of Good Hope; in fine, he yer 
acknowledg'd a God, admitted all Religion and would 
condemn none. 
After ſome mutual Civilities : This is the Gentleman 
( aid Nean.) I ſpoke of Yeſterday : If Victory favours 
you, I hope you, will give him fair Quarter for my 


e. 

Theo, Never fear; tis more glorious to uſe a Victory 
modeſtly, than to gain one. I had rather receive a Foil 
from Euſebius, than be ſubdu'd by Inſolence. Reſt ſe- 
cure ( continued he, with a Smile ) if Fortune takes my 
vide, your Friend ſhall have Reaſon to be ſatisfy d with 
me; I'll immediately releaſe him, on his Parole not to 
bear Arms againſt Atheiſm, till he be better inform'd. 

Euſeb. J am much oblig'd for your Civility; if I fall 
under the Weight of your Arguments, I abandon my 
ſelf wholly to your Generolity : Priſoners of War (like 
Minors ) are uncapable to Article; they lie at the Mercy 
of the Conqueror, and muſt receive Conditions, but can 
make none, Bur Sir, I muſt deg Pardon for my Rude- 
neſs ; For altho Neander told me you earneſtly defir'd a 
Conference, yer I am ſenſible, that it's neither Genteel 
nor Handſome to ſalute a Stranger with a Diſpure ; nor 
to make Acquaintance in a Duel: Bur Sir, I come here 
to diſcourſe, not ro contend. I ſeek Truth which (like 
Pearls) is only found in a Calm; and unleſs we all re- 
lolye to abandon Error when we perceive it, tis better 

. ro 
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to forbear the Engagement: For if we look upon the 
Conference as a Tryal of Wir, and perſuade our (clye; 
it's more diſhonourable to own an Error than to defend 
one in ſpite of Evidence, we ſhall take a great deal of 
Pains to diſcompoſe our ſelves ; and then the Queſtion 
will be; who has moſt Paſſion, not who has moſt Rez. 
ſon: For when a Man is pincht and will nor ſurrender 
when his Reaſons are weak and his Obſtinacy ftrong ; 
he calls in Hear and Paſſion to his Aſſiſtance; the only 
Supports of a ſinking Cauſe ; And I rake it for granted, 
that a Man never wants Arguments to relieve a drooping 
Theſis, bur he ſupplies the Want with Noiſe and Cla 

Theom. You ſpeak my Thoughts; Reaſon forc'd me 
to deny a God, and when Reaſon tells me. there is one; 
I will ſubmit to its Dictamens. I never wed an Opinion 
for better, for worſe : What I took upon good Grounds, 
I lay down upon better: I do not hugg a Miſtake, nor 
Pride in an Error, nor ever laid Claim to Infallibility. l 
cannot well comprehend whar rhoſe Pretenders to Science 
would be ar, who faſten on the firſt Notions, and will 
no more part With them, than a Spaniard with his Bazker 
. Hilt or Golilia: They fanſie ſurely that Truth ſwims on 
the Surface, and that the beſt Thoughts lie always up- 
permoſt ; but then they would do well ro conſider, they 
give Children a conſiderable Advantage over Men; for 
Knowledge will no more be the Conſequence of Time 
and Experience: We ſhall live no more to learn Wil 
dom, but to be fix d in Folly, In a Word, I will no 
more enſlave my Underſtanding, than my Perſon ; and 
I value at as high a Rate the Liberty of Thinking, as of 
Acting. Convince me there is a God, and I'll rake my 
laſt Farewel of Atheiſm. ; | 

Euſeb. Indifference is an Excellent Diſpoſition ; we 
ſeldom purſue Truth without Prejudice, but we rake it- 
I have a Favour or two to beg before we begin, conti- 
nued Euſebius. Firſt, let us ſpeak by Turns: I am no 
Friend to Noiſe, and cannot be reconcil'd to thoſe fiery 
Diſputants who fling out Arguments, one upon the Back 
of the other; yet will not have the Patience to receive 
one Anſwer: This is not to confer but to wrangſe; and 
altho ir may become the Skippers of Wapping or the Oy- 


Ker- women at Bzllingsgate, yet it ſuits not well the = 
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ding of Gentlemen. An Argument propos d with Noiſe 
and Bluſtering, may break the Head and diſmount the 
Brain, but it never makes impreiſion on the Underſtan- 
ding; Truth like a gentle Shower, ſoaks through the 
Ears, and moiſtens the Intellect | 

Theom, I was drawing up that Article, and am glad 
you have foreſtall d me ; you are of my Temper: I would 
have a Diſpute manag'd with Vigour, but nor with Heat; 
that inſpirits Converſation, this confounds ir: Notwith- 
tanding, Diſputing is hor Service, 1 confeſs, and gen 
rally is perform'd with roo much Eagerneſs to be hg. 
ceſsful; nay I was once acquainred with a moſt even 
temper d Man, who after he had drawn Blood, as I may 
lay, and was fleſh'd in Polemicks, never waver'd his 
good Humour afterwards. | 


Enſeb. I muſt alſo deſire you, ro avoid Miſtakes, ro - 


call in an Amanuenſis,, When our Anſwers and Objecti- 
ons are committed to Paper, and 6gn'd by both Parties, 
there will be no Fear of Miſrepreſentation. I have often 
ſeen a Conference in Print nothing like the Original; 
and he who crow'd in the Pamphler, cry'd craven in the 
Chamber. Theomachus preſently approv'd the Propoſition, 
and ſent for an Amanuen/is : So that now the Prelimina- 
ries were agree d to, and all Things ſeem'd ready for the 
Engagement. | 


Bur Euſebius who ſaw a great Intimacy between Eu- 


doxus, and Theomachus, ſuppos d they were not much 
divided in Opinion; and therefore that he might attack 
them both at the ſame Time, if he lean'd towards Deiſin, 
defird to know his Principles. Sir (ſaid he, addreſſing 
his Diſcourſe ro Eudoxus) I hope without Rudeneſs I may 
uk what Religion you profeſs > We are now met ro 
diſcourſe of that Subject, and perchance yours may come 
within the Reach of theſe Arguments, 1 intend to level 
at Atheiſm. In Italy and Spain ſuch Queſtipns are ſu- 
perfluous 3 and in France when you find a Man no Pa- 
iſt, you conclude he is a Hugenot. Bur our Iſland is 
more prolifick, it yields annual Crops of Religion, as 
well as of Corn. One Grain of Fai h ſprouts up into a 
Hundred : And I am told, that you may poll the People 
more es ſily than their Teners : So that Religions riſe and 
ful as well as Men; and therefore, with Submiſſion to 
my Lord Mayor's better Judgment, I would have the 
; K Morta- 
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Mortality of Churches put in the weekly Bills, together 
+ with that of the Inhabitants. | 

_ Eudox. Liberty and Property are the Birrh-right of e. 
very freeborn Engliſh Subject: And I fee nor why the 
ſame great Charter ſhould not enfranchiſe his Belief, a; 
Well as his Goods and Chauel. land (Sir) is a 
nice Nation; I may add, and pious alſo, We pay Ho- 
mage and Obedience to the Lord, and will ſtand for his 
juſt Rights and Prerogatives; bur then we forget ng 
aur darling Liberty; we reſpect him as Children, not 
as Slaves, and walk in his Ways with Freedom, not in 


ramels. | 

Euſeb. You acknowledge then a God. 

Eudex, I do. I am allo, perſuaded there is a Heaven, 
and think there may poſſibly be a Hell; theſe Articles | 
ſubſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ſtretch my Faith to an 
other Tenet, or command my Obedience to a Canon more, 
This is my Nox plus ultra; what lies on the other Side 
of theſe Points, is an unknown Region to my Faith, tho 
not to my Opinion. I confeſs I do not underſtand what 
God is, tho I adore him; yet I know enough to admire 
his Greatneſs, and my own nothing. I love ſometimes 
to loſe my ſelf in the Labyrinth of his Perfections; to 
purſue my Reaſon to an, Oh Altitude! In my Retirement, 
I poſe my Apprehenſion with the intricate Attributes of 
his Eternity, Goodneſs and Juſtice; and thoſe very Ob- 
jections that ſtartle another Man's Faith, confirm mine: 

believe what I can prove, is rather Science than 
Faith. I recreate my ſelf therefore with his Goodnels, 
and confound my Underſtanding with his Eternity; and 
put all Suggeſtions, of Inſidelity out of Countenance with 
N57 ＋ —— of Tertullian, Certum eſt, qui a impoſſ« 
ile eft. 
I read no Cauſuiſt but my Reaſon; and am of Opini- 
on, that God pardons ſome Sins as eaſily as we commit 
them: My Conlcience is neither of Steel, nor of War; 
heavy Offences batter it, but a Peccadillo of Infirmity 
makes no Impreſſion. I thank God; all my Sins have 
Names, and are rather Friends to Senſe, rhan Enemics 
to Reaſon; they neither attack God, nor wound my 
Neighbour; they only refreſh ſometimes my droeping 
Spirits, and gently purge Melancholy. In my ſolitary 
Lhou oughts, I compure and caſt up — 
| * 
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Maker; and I find ſuch a Confidence in his Mercy, that 
my youthful Failings are not able to affright me. Nay 
(methinks) I am rempred frequently to offend, that I may 
have the Satisfaction of asking Pardon: And no Medita- 
tion carries me ſo faſt to God, as that of his Goodneſs, 
which forgives with ſo much Eaſe choſe Tranigreſſions 
thar hurry me from him, | 

Now if any Man will quibble upon my Symbol of 
Faith, I can eaſily forgive him. I cannot be angry with 
anocher's Judgment for diſagreeing from mine : And tho' 
I think my lelf in the right Way, I dare not conclude, 
my Opponents are in the wrong. Each Religion is bur 
a different Road, that meets at Heaven; and if ſome 
will walk on in the Streighr Parh, charg'd with a Lum- 
ber of Articles, Precepts, and Ceremonies, let them jogg 
on; their Burthen will not load me: If they love to 
ſweat under their Devotion, I vote em thar Satisfaction: 
If they will not communicate with me, I have no Scruple 
w converſe with them; their ill Nature ſhall not in- 
fluence my Charity: I can enter into a Papiſt Church, 
and either pray with them, or for them; rhe Place cannot 
profane my Prayers; wherever the Creator is, he may 
be ador'd ; and therefore ar Conſtantinople, I would enter 
into a Moſque, or into a Pagode in Bengale or Siam; for if 
a Mahometan's or Idolaret's Prayer offends God, mine 
may pleaſe him; if rheirs pollute che Place, mine may 
lanctifie it; for if they direct their Devotions to a Statue, 
or Impoſtor, I offer mine to God; and ſo rectify the 
Error of their Worſhip, by well ordering mine. 

Euſeb. Tho' your Life be ftrair-lac'd, your Charity is 
comprehenſive. I ſuppoſe the Univerſaliry of this, muſt 
arone for the Singulariry of rhe otber. Well, Sir, in a 
Word (continued he) yon profeſs one Religion, and ap- 
prove all; and ſo fall into the Claſs of Latitudinarians : 
You are a Leveller, and would bring into the World 
an Equality of Religions, as well as Goods and Dig- 
ities, You lie then under the ſame Latitude with 
Theomachas, and the Stroke that hits him will wound 
Jou. Well, Sir (addreſſing himſelf to Theomachus) choofe 
. Weapon; are you for the Offenſive or Defen- 
ve - 

Theom, Let us have our Turns ; we will engage on 
qual Terms. But you are -; my Houle ; the — of 
; 2 | res- 
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Breeding and Civiliry command me to give you the Pre. 

cedency. I leave it therefore ro your Choice. 5 

- ;Euſeb. 1 ſee you are reſolvd to overcome me with 

Civilixy, before you vanquiſh me with Reaſon. But! 

will not contend with you at this Weapon. I accept 

1 will offend your Principles, before I de. 
end my own, , | 


F th '> ol. 4 I R , 
| [4 
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The Atheiſt cannot be ſnre there is no God, nor the 
Lat itudinarian that all Religions are ſaving. 


Euſeb. I Suppoſe neither of you, are ſo ſatisfi'd with your 
not Religions, as never to be haunted with Fear, 
nor ſcar d with Doubts and Apprehenſion; for nothing 
can ſecure the Underſtanding and fix the Judgment, but 
Evidence. Now I cannot perſuade my ſelf, that any 
Atheiſt, Libertine, or Latitudinarian dare venture on (0 
bold an Atrempt, as to thruſt on Mankind thoſe Argu- 
ments for Demonſtrations, that under a fine Appearance 
hide nothing but Falſnood and Sophiſtry. I doubt not 
indeed, but the Will may byals the Underſtanding, and 
force out an Aſſent; but then this can be no more tteddy, 
tban meer Philoſophieal Concluſions, that fly no higher 
than Opinion: For whilſt each Side of a Contradiction 
bids fair for Truth, we cannot tell on which Side it lies 
and ſo float on Uncertainties; and tho we judge the 
Theſis true, we fear it may be falſe. I will therefore for 
once deal more generouſly with you, than I am oblig d 
in Reaſon : I will (I ſay) grant that your Tenets are 
doubtful; but then when J do you'a Favour be pleas 
to do me Juſtice, and confeſs that tis probable there i 
2 God, and that there is one reveal d Religion. I only 
ask what you cannot refuſe without Injuſtice, for cer. 
tainly if we appeal either to the Tribunal of Reaſon, or 
Authority, I ſhall carry my Cauſe; for the Aſſerters of 
.a God plead for his Exiſtence with ſolid Reaſons ; where- 
as you meerly beg the Queſtion you are to prove, and 
bring no-more but a bare Poſſibility for the Support of 
your Hypotheſis: And then; you can pretend no a ro 
| urho- 
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Authority. The Founders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm 
were look d upon as Monſters in the very Places they 
livd, and deſerv'd Puniſhment for their Lewdneſs, be- 
fore they ſuffer d Baniſhment for their Impiety. 

Epicure and Theodore were profligate Wretches ; their 
Morals run even with their Diviniry ; rhey exterminated 
Vertue with Religion, and debauch'd both Practice and 
Principle; their Scholars have out- done both the Ori- 
ginals, and improvd both Irreligion, and Impiety. 
Now Men who are a common Nuiſance to their Coun- 
try, a Misfortune to the Age they live in; and an eter- 
nal Shame to their Species, and have little Authority 
wich thoſe, who have one Grain of Kindneſs for their 
Nature; they are better qualify d for the Barr than the 
Bench, and more fit to ſuffer than to witneſs. 

But thoſe who avouch for me, are as admirable for 


as Learning as Piery.; they are withour Number, and a- 
bing boye Reproach : So great Authority back d with weighty 
but Reaſon, muſt be confeſs d ſufficient ro make our Opini- 
any on probable, I might ſay certain; bur I wave the 
nl Advantage, I may. claim both in Equiry and Juſtice, 
rev. BY nd only ask What you are too reaſonable to refule, viz, 


That it is Probable at leaſt there is a God. 

Theom. I have read all I could find on this Subject; 
and and am forc'd to confeſs, our Authors have promis d more 
dy, chan they are able to perform: Their Demonſtrati- 
ons for no God leave ( methinks) ſome Apprehenſion 
there 5s one; and I find em work more efficaciouſly up- 
on my Underſtanding in Company, than in Solitude; 


ie 

1 and in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. 

for Euſeb. That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the Game, 
od and Faſſions are on the Wing; when Appetite purſues 
are WI criminal Pleaſure, and Conſcience checks you with the 


d diſmal Apparitions of Hell, and judgment; then the 
Will is too hard for the Underſtanding ; it turns the 
falle End of the Proſpective, and magnifies theſe Argu- 
ments that favour Luſt, and ſolicite for Liberty: But 
then again, when the Hurry is over, and your diſcerning 
of Faculty lies under no reſtraint nor fallacy; when it con- 
es templates the Proofs for no God in their juſt Proportion, it 
nd wavers with Fears; and tho on the one fide it concludes 
of MW there is no God; yet on the other ir ſuſpects there is one, 


w Now, Sir, I do not ask what your Opinion is, when 
4 | K 3 | Paſſion 
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Paffion runs down the Underſtanding ; when Deſire de: 
bauches ir, and Senſe flings Reaſon off the Hinges ; but 
what it is when your Intellect acts without Bribery, with. 
our Illuſion, without Partiality. | | 
| Theom, Well; that we may rid our Hands of Preli. 
minaries, and enter upon Action, Ill condeſcend ſo far, 
as to grant, that it's doubtful whether there be 4 God, or 
no God; and much good may the Conceſſion do you. 
Eufeb, Eudoxus! Will you enter into the Treaty ? It'; 
better ro compound 2 / amiable, than by Force. 
_ - Emwdox, That is; unleſs I fairly confels, it's dourful a: 
leaſt, whether all Religions ate Saving; you'll compell 
me by Dint of Argument. 15 
Euſeb, Right; and pray put me not to the Labour of 
proving a Truth that diſcovers it (elf, and even glairs up- 
on the Underſtanding. | 8 ofie 010 
Eudox. I know net what Impreſſion this Truth ( as 
are pleas d to call it) makes on your Organ, me- 
thinks, ir affects not mine ; and I am perſwaded That a 
Man of moderate Parts may prove 4d Evidentiam, that 
all Religions are Saving; but I willingly decline tha 
Task, not to prejudice the Subject; yer I'll venture to 
propoſe one Argument, that offers it ſelf ro every Man, 
- may be comprehended by a Child, tho nar evaded 
a . | | 
Euſeb. Such Arguments deſerve Reſpect, and it's pity 
ro bury them in Silence and Oblivion. tus 
Eudox. Raillery a part: What can God require of 
Man, bar Worſhip, Love, and Obedience · 
Euſeb. Nothing. e 
Aua. Therefore whatever Religion a Mas profeſſes ; 
if he Worſhips God as his Creator; if he Loves him as 
his Father; and Obeys him as his Sovereign; does he 
not diſcharge himſelf of thoſe Duties God's Excellence 
demands, and his Dependency ꝰ Does be not comply 
with all the Branches of Subjection ? Does he not ſtand 
within the Bounds of Submiſſion > Now; what Religi- 
on does not teach its Proſelytes to proftrate before God's 
Majeſty > To love his Goodneſs? To dread his Juſtice? 
And. ro receive his Laws with Reverence ? Indeed the 
Manner of Worſhip is nor Uniform ; it varies with the 
Climate, and is adapted ro Men's Conſtitutions. Preſ- 
brite jumps with 2 Republican Genius ; and for 
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this Reaſon was moſt nicely eſtabliſh'd in Scotland, The 
Laws fence Prelacy in England. Popery bears all before 
it in France, Spain and Iraly, The Alcoran bewitches the 
Levant. Amida and Xacn, Fapan. The Laplanders bow 
to the red Cloath, and ſome Iſlinders to a Baboon's 
Tooth: Yer theſe different Worthips meet in the ſame 
Center, and terminate in one God bleſſed for eper, I 
have nor ſprung this Divinity; I owe it to a late 
reverend Biſhop, who mainrain'd it wich Applauſe a- 
gainſt his Popiſh Adverſaries; the Ancient Pagans nei- 
ther Ador'd Stocks nor Stones, but the Invincible, living 
God, under the Shapes of Mars, Apollo, and Jupiter Opt. 
Max. x 

If therefore Men of all Perſwaſions Worſhip God; 
why ſhall they forfeir all Right to his Mercy? Why 
ſhall loyal Subjects be confounded with Mutineers ? Or 
ſuffer for Trealon they never dreamt of ? If they do 
nor agree in Ceremonies, they do in the Subſtance : 
Tuo ſometimes their Bodies bend before an Idol; their 
Hearts fall a Sacrifice to their Creator; and whilſt their 
Intention goes right, their Actions cannot go wrong. 

Euſeb. Air your Demonſtration Eudoxus, it ſmells of 
Brimſtone, and rather proves the Author will be damn'd, 
than that all Religions are Saving. Merhinks, it has fo 
black, fo monſtrous an Aſpect, that ir rather frights, 
than convinces : A Man mult be below the Standard of 
human Nature; he muſt have ſomething of Savage, and 
Deviliſh too in his Compoſition, to bolt out ſuch killing 
Doctrine in cold Blood. Pardon my Hear, I am not 
Maſter of my Reſentments in ſo provoking Occafions ; 
and when can Paſſion be innocent, bur in ſuch an extra- 

dinary Circumſtance ? Bur pray, can God reveal a Re- 
gion ? , 

Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. | 

Euſeb. If therefore he Reveals one, and Commands all 

to Embrace it under Pain of Damnation; I ſup- 

poſe the Precept is Obligatory in England, without the 
Conſent of the great Repreſentatives, the Lords, and 
Commons in Parliament. 

Eudox. Yes certainly, God's Power goes higher than 
the Negative Vote; his Will alone is a Law, without the 
Concurrence of either Houſe, 


K 4 Euſeb, 
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Euſeb, If therefore he has reveal'd a Religion, ani 
commands all ro embrace it, under Pain of Damnation: 
what will become of your Demonſt ration? 

Eudex. Why faith, like a diſabled Soldier, ir hal 
trudge to Chelſea, and take up with the Invalides ; for 
Arguments that have receiv'd on Duty Scars, deſerre; 
Conſideration as well as Soldiers. Prove he bas reveal 
one, and I am yiurs. - 1 1110 | 

Euſeb. Expect not a general Muſter of thoſe Argy, 
ments Chriſtian Divines draw into the Field againſt [n. 
fidels; this is a Task above my Force, and requite; 
much Application; nor does our Controverſie require 
it; for my preſent Buſineſs is not to convince you, that 
Chriſtianity is evidently True, or evidently Credible ; but 
only, that it's probable at leaſt, God has reveal'd it, ard 
commands all Nations to embrace it. If I can diſcharge 
- =o of this Attempt with ſucceſs, my Deſign is at a 
Well Sir, there are Chriſtians in the World; and it 
we walk back into paſt Ages, we ſhall find that Jeſu 
Chriſt was their Founder; this is a Truth that admits d 
no Debate: It cannot be queſtion d by thoſe who act lik 
Men, and yield to Evidence. This Jeius was born in ; 
Stable, and paſt thirty Years in Poverty and Obſcuriy, 
Then he began to preach, and confirm'd his Doctrine 
with Prodigies; he gave Health to the Sick, Light u 
the Blind, and even Life ro the Dead: Ar laſt he died 
by Man's Malice, and reviv'd the third Day by bis own 
Power; he (ent twelve Fiſner men ro ſubdue the World 
to the Law of the Goſpel ; they obey'd his Command; 
Succe's waited on their Labour, and crown'd their En- 
deavours; ſo that in ſome Years the Chriſtian Religion 
ſpread irs Conqueft beyond the Bounds of the Roman 
Empire. Prejudice, Libertiniſm and Atheiſm conſpird 
its Ruin. Philoſophers oppos'd Arguments, Etaperour 
Torments, and Libertines the Omnipotent Attractives ol 
Senſuality. Yer Chriſtianity broke through the Violence 
of the Oppoſitions, it multiplied by Diſputes, and er- 
creas d by Perſecution. Ten Millions of Martyrs lot 
\ their Lives in the Quarrel; they demonſtrated the Truth 
of their Creed, by the Conſtancy of their invincible Valour; 
and tho' they ſunk under the Exceſs of Torments, the) 
overcame; nay oftentimes by the Force of Miracles — 

; | turns 
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turn d the very Executioners into Confeſſors, and the Ty- 
rants into Marcyrs. In fine, Chriſtian Religion has al- 
ways appear d holy, always victorious, always attack A 
by the Impious, and always triumphant over Impiety. 
Now if we conſider the Means Chriſt made uſe of, 
to raiſe this Empire over the Hearts and Conſciences of 
Men; we ſhall find them diametrically oppoſite to all the 
Rules of human Policy; and had not this great Deſign 
been firſt laid, and then carried on by God himſelf, it 
muſt have prov d an abortive Embryon, i. e. an Attempt 
contriv d without Prudence, and follow d by Diſappoint- 


Firſt, The Articles to be believ'd were extraordinary, 


and rather ſeem'd to revolt the Underſtanding, than ro 
deſerve Credit. A God; One in Eſſence, and Three in 
Perſons, appeard a Paradox in the Poſition 5 and God 
made Man a Blaſphemy to the Jews, and a Folly to the 
Gentiles. Tho the Reſurrection of the Dead might be 
good News to the Vertuous, yet it could meet with no 
kind Reception from the Vicious; it was more capable 
to enflame their Anger, than to work upon their Belief, 
and to make them Enemies, than Abettors. 

Secondly, The Precepts of Morality croſs more on 
Senſe, than the Credenda ſeem to claſh with Reaſon : 
They bridle the Sallies of corrupt Nature, and nor only 
put a Reſtraint upon our Actions, but even on our De- 
ſires: They regulate every Motion, and bind up every 
Appetite to its good Behaviour; they inculcate nothing 
but Marti fication, Perſecution and ſelf Abnegation in this 
World; and reſerve Pleaſures for the Future. They 
brought into the World a new Syſtem of Morality, 
they condemn d thoſe Vices which Senſuality had deified, 
and canoniz d thoſe Vertues that were perſecuted by 
ſome, unknown to others, and condemn'd by all. Na- 
ture indeed bids us love our Friends, bur Chriſt com- 
mands us to ſtretch our Affections to our Enemies: We 
muſt return Favours for Injuries, Kindneſs for Hatred, 
and revenge Affronts with Pardon: We muſt place our 


Wealth in Poverty, our Glory in Ignominy, and our Am- 


bition in the Conqueſt of Heaven. Such mortifying Do- 
crine in all Probability was more likely to ſcare People 
from Chriſtianity, than to draw em to it; and no doubt 
las Gamaliei ſaid) it had began and ended at GON 

| Iime; 
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Time; its Riſe and irs Fall would have had but on; 
Epoque, had not God by the divine Influence of hi 


8 


race, conqner'd the rebellious Hearts of Men, whilg 
e Apoſtles ſet upon their Underſtanding with the Force 
of Reaſon, and Miracles; that Mahometiim ſhould di- 
late it {elf to a prodigious Extent, is not ſtrange; it at. 
tacks Men on their weak fide, its Maxims fawn on Na. 
ture, and flatter Senſuality ; it permits Crimes, and pro- 
Miſes Impunity; and yet it was announc d by the Sword, 
and preſs d on Mankind by Fire, and Devaſtation; it 
went no farther than the Barbarians Conqueſt: And the 
Levant, with part of the Indies were Slaves before 
became Mahomertans: But the Increaſe of Chriſtianity 
is owieg neither to Armies, nor Battles; it overcame the 
World by ſuffering Humiliry and Perſecution; and God 
made ule of poor, ignorant, and weak Men, for the ac- 
cCompliſniag this great Deſign, that his Power might ap- 
pear the greater. 
Now, that what I have told you is true, what Surety 
do you require? To bid me ſhew you theſe Matters of 
Fact is Childiſh ; ro call for a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion is Ridiculous; and both impoſſible: We cannot be 
aſſur d of Things paſt, but by Oral or Written Traditi- 
on; both which ſtand for me. I can bring you Avou - 
chers of all Ages, and of all Countries: Some writ what 
they law); and ſeal'd their Writing with their Blood; 
others have handed down to Poſteriry what they receiv d 
from their Predeceſſors: In a word, a Man that will 
not believe Facts contain d in my fhorr Account, by the 
ſame Rule muſt believe Nothing; But ro wave farther 
iſpute, and not to enter into the vaſt Ocean of this 
Controverſy 3 I will only defire you ro grant, that tis 
Probable Chriſtian Religion was Reveal'd by God. 
. Eudox. Well, I grant your Requeſt, bur then we (hall 
be juſt where we were; for ſtill half your Task will 
remain undone : For tho God has Reveal'd this Religion, 
what Logick will you infer, that he commands all 
to embrace it. WO, 
Buſeb. I thank you for minding me of my Duty, and 
I will diſcharge my ſelf of it in a Moment. Firſt, 
Chriſt bids his Apoſtles promulge his Law to all Nations: 
Then he ſays, chat thoſe who are Bapriz'd and Believe, 
fall be Sav'd ; but thoſe who will not Believe, w be 
- Work ; on- 
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d; that he will laugh at thoſe before the An- 
gels, who ſhall bluſh ro confeſs his Name on Earth : In 
foe, his Apoltle tells us, we can be Sav'd in no other 
Name but that of Feſus Chriſt, Theſe Paſſages prove 
my Theſis withour the Trouble of Inference ;- they are 
plain without Gloſs or Comment. 

Eudox. Right, if you can aſſure me the Places you 
quote are Canonical, id eſt, either deliver d by Chriſt, or 
at his Command, by his Apoſtles. | | 

Euſeb. Why, Sir, you can no more queſtion the Places 
| cite, than the very Exiſtence of Chriſt, and of his Apo- 
ſtles ; for they ſtand on the ſame Bottom; Tradition that 
eſtabliſhes rhe one, confirms the orher. 

Eudex, Well, well, go on. 

Euſeb. Thus much therefore I have gain'd; tis doubr- 
ful whether there be 4 God or no: Tis doubtful whether 
* Religion be not the only ſaving Religion in the 
Warld. | 
beo. You have; pray make your Advantage. 

Euſeb, I will Sir, and hope to improve my Advantage 
ſo far, as to demonſtrate that Atheiſts, and Latitudina- 
rians ſeem to loſe their Reaſon the firſt Moment they 
abuſe it; and that, tho they pretend ro ſquare their Be- 
lief and Conduct by the Rules of the moſt refin'd Pru- 
dence, they fail moſt wretchedly in the Execution. 

Theo, I perceive Eudoxus, we muſt preſently away to 
Jedlam; it will nor be amiſs to lay in Proviſions before- 
band: But Euſebius, you have much Buſineſs on your 
hands, and before that be diſparch'd your Head may 
be in ſome diſorder alſo: To your Task if you pleaſe. 
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I being ſuppoſed Doubtful, vbet here there be a Ged, 


or whether all Religions are Saving : The Atheiſts 
and 1 expoſe themſelves to extream 


Eiſeb. 177 E — agreed ar preſent Theomachus, that 


theſe Propoſitions are uncertain : There 
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ſame Terms with me concerning theſe two: Any Religin 
3s Saving. The Chriſtian Religion alone is Saving: | 
therefore it be true there it a God; tis certainly fall 
there is no God; but then if it be true there 5s no God, by 
the ſame Rule tis falſe there is 4 God: Again, if it beef 
true all Religions are Saving; then tis falſe the Chriſto po 
' Religion alone is Saving; but if it be true the Chriſtia i u 
| Religion alone is Saving; then tis alſo falſe all Religiny 
are Saving: For God who can do all Things, diſown 
the Power of placing Truth in both Members of a Con bi 
tradiction. Now, Gentlemen, I enter upon my Proof. 
When two uncertain Opinions lie before me, I an | 
oblig'd by all the Laws of Prudence, to chuſe that which f a 
cannot prejudice me much, tho it chance to be falſe, and 
will rurn to my Advantage if it happen to be true; and 
on the contrary, tis an infallible Symptom of a crazy ill p; 
Judgment, to cloſe with that, which tho true promiles i 3, 
an inconſiderable Gain, and threatens me with Ruin an I 
Deſtruction, if falſe. This may be laid down as a P. Fe 
latum for Practice, and is no leſs evident, than any Axiom ei 
in Mathematicks is for Theory. By this Compals the i 
wile States- man ſteers his Courſe; by this Card the in 
thriving Merchant ſails, and the cunning Gameſter mo- m 
dels his Play by this infallible Maxim. A wiſe Prince 
before he engages in an Expedition, draws up the whole ll ;;; 
Proſpect of Gain, in caſe Succeſs crowns his Enterpriſe; I c 
and that of Loſs, in caſe it end in Diſappointment and 
Miſcarriage ; he weighs his Hopes with his Fears; the WM , 
Hazard of lofing, with the Probability of gaining; and Wl 44 
will never embark himſelf in an Enterpriſe hand over Ml 5 
head: When he knows (tho' Succeſs follows his Stan- 0 
dard) he ſhall” only maſter an inconſiderable Village, ot WW », 
a contemptible Town; but if it flies over to bis Enemies BI 4, 
his whole Kingdom will be the Reward of their Victon, „ 
and the Price of his Defeat: On the other fide, if a Prince WI ft 
falls upon his Neighbour, at leaſt with equal Forces, Wl 7 
and knows (if Fortune favours his Arms) he ſhall ſubdue f. 
a. Kingdom; and tho it frowns he can only loſe an I ir 
abandon d Bourg, and perchance not even that; in ths Bi hi 
Caſe, tho he be diſappointed of Succeſs, he carries of U 
the Title of Niſe and Prudent ; he play d his Game wel) 
tho' he loſt the Sett; and every Man muſt be ſo juſt t0 
bis Merit, as to confeſs his Venture was prudent, tho f h 
not ſucceſsful. F A 
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Merchant manages with Prudence and Caution his 
Affairs, when he has brought the whole Myſtery of Tra- 
ling to luch a Point, that his Gain may be exceſſive, 
and his Loſs cannot be conſiderable: Bur ſhould a Man 
of Traffick and Commerce, pur Twenry Thouſand 
Pound a-bcard a leaky Veſſel, and ſend it to the Indies, 
through-as many Dangers as there are Shelves in the Sea, 
or Winds in the Compaſs, with the bare Hopes of gain- 
ing Sixpence ;\ would nor you, and all the World poſt 
him up for a Madman ? Would you nor think him fitter 
o lie in Bedlam, than to walk in the Exchange ? 

Theom. Yes ſurely, I would judge him very rich, or 
ſuperlarively Fooliſn; and would Duck and Drake away 
my Money, rather than confide ir to his keeping. 

Euſeb. Should a Man lay me Ten to One at Cre5 or 
pile; I ſuppoſe you would call me wiſe if I rook the Bet? 
Bur then, if I ſhould turn the Tables, and ſtake a Mil- 
lion againſt a Farthing; would you not brand me with 
Folly and Extravagance 2 Would you not conclude that 
eicher I knew not the true Value of Money, or thought 
it a Burthen ? For, at this rate I ſhould drain a Trealure 
in a Moment, greater than that of Porofi, and turn Bank- 
ruptin ſpight of good luck it ſelf. * 

Theo, You can run out in Poſitions that are undoubtedly 
true: Pray wheel about to the Application; methinks 
you ſhoot at random. 2 | 

Euſeb. J am for you preſently : When two Propoſitions 
gre uncertain, by the Rules of Prudence you ought to chuſe 
that which cannot prejudice you, tho it chance to be Falſe ; 
and will infallibly turn to your Advantage, if it prove True. 
On the contrary, is an extream piece of Folly to regulate 
Jour Conduct by that Opinion which will lead you into Ruine 
and Deſtruction, if Falſe ; and cannot better your Fortune, 
or improve your Intereſt, tho True. Now, thoſe Propo- 
firions are ſuppos d by us uncertain; There u 4 God; 
There is no God : All Religions are Saving ; Only the Chri- 
ſian Religion is Saving. You are therefore both oblig d 
in Prudence to embrace thoſe Opinions which will prove 
highly ad vantageous to you, if True; and will bring no 
Diſadvantage if Palſe. 405 | 

Theo. We Subſcribe to your Concluſion, _ 

Euſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opinions which if Falſe, 
burry you into erernal Miſery ; and if True, are not able 
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to advantage your Happineſs: What then remains bi 
this Conſequence; That you both forſake thoſe gloti 
ous Rules of Prudence and Reaſon ſo much extolld by 
Atheiſts and Latitudinarians, and never regarded whe 
they act by their own Principles? 0 

. Thee, Ho Sir! You have been poreing on Monkey! 
Paſcal ; at leaſt you are not ( I am ſure) of the Society, 
for thoſe good Fathers will not ſtoop ſo low as to takp 
up Arguments at ſecond hand, or to uſe Weapons beater 
on that Gentleman s Anvil. | 

Euſeb. Under favour ; Arguments are not like Cloathy 
the worſe for ufing: Nay, metbinks, a Proof that ha 
been on frequent Service, is like thoſe veteran Souldier, 
who neither ſtart at the Noile of Muſquets, nor the Re. 
port of Canons. Sir, let us not wake Monſieur Paſca, 
- he fleeps quietly in his Grave; and if he has laid Crime 
at the Jeſuirs door they were not guilry of, he has long 
fince cry d Peccavs ; he has. Anſwer d for his Letters at 
God's Tribunal, and either receives Hell for the Puniſh. 
ment, or Heaven for the Reward of his Labours : Tho 
ſome have queſtion d his Charity, no Man ever doubt: 
ed of his Wit; and I am pretty well convinc'd he preſs 
the Atheiſts more home with this Argument, than be 
pinch d the Jeſuirs with his Dialogues. However let us 
ſep ſoftly over him ; the Gentlemen of Porr-Rogal are 
good Friends but 1 Enemies; and if you attack 
one, you draw the whole Fraternity upon you. 

Theo, Well Sir, I deny, tho this Propoſition be Falſe 

there is no God, I can receive any Diſadvantage. 
Eudox. * I am — the ſame Opinion, tho this bap- 
to be Falſe, all Religions are Saving. 

maſh Let us then for the preſent lupe this Propo- 
ſition is Falſe there is no God; therefore this is True, 
there is God: Now if there be a God, he is Juſt, 
Theo. He is. 

Enſeb. Therefore he muſt, and will puniſh thoſe who 
tranſgreis his Law, and queſtion his Authority: For he 
acts no leſs againſt the Laws of Juſtice, who winks at 
Crimes, than he who martyrs Innocence: This, we call 
Tyranny, and. Oppreſſion; that criminal Indulgence, 
and Partiality; both claſh with Juſtice ; the one exceeds 

4 Mean; the other falls ſhort of it: Now God cannot act 

with Juſtice, unleſs rhe Puniſhmenr bears ſome Proper 

| Wi 
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with the Off:nce : Seeing therefore there is an Infinite 


4 Diſtance between the Offender and the Perſon offended ; 
by the Puniſhment muſt be in ſome ſort Infinite ; bur ir 


cannot be Infinite in Intention ; therefore ir muſt be in 
Extention, or Continuance. 

Beſides, the Lives of the moſt reſin d Debauchees, 
un on in a never interrupted Series of Proſperity ; they 
neither groan under the Pangs of Sickneſs; nor the 
tee i rows of Poverty ; they enjoy the Bleffing of Health; 

and wallow in Abundance ; their Underrakings, tho 

ths WY [aid with Folly, come off with Succeſs; and ſo they carry 
hs WY of Profir and Applauſe, tho their Conduct deſerves 
en Diappointment and Contempt; they fail on proſperouſſy 
hall Winds; and if ſometimes they ſtick upon a Rock, 
6a by only perceive the Danger to ger off with Pleafure, 
me Now ſeeing God is Juſt ; and does not drag out theſe 
ong Malefactors to Execution in this World; tis clear they 
zal feel the Weight of his juſt Reſentment in the other. 
i. S that Theomachus, if there be a God, you ſee what ex- 
"het - you hereafter : Juſtice, Revenge, Torments, and 


Ml Miſery. 
(4 WY Bur then, if Chriſtian Religion be True; and the on- 
he Wy Saving Religion in the World; the Scene is ſhifted 
ug from bad to worſe ; from Horror, ro Amazement : And 
are lou Eudoxus are in the ſame Misfortune with your Friend. 
ack WJ Tho the Light of Nature tells us God will crown his 
Friends in the next World, and chaſtiſe his Enemies: Vet 
alle WI the Light of Nature cannor particularize either the Re- 
ward, or Puniſuments. This Arcanum we owe to Divine 
ap- Revelation alone; and we have Grounds ſufficient, at 
leaſt to make ir highly Probable he has Reveal d it; and 
po⸗ ili be True, that he has, the Atheiſt and Latitudinarian 
rue, play Croſs and Pile at an exceſſive Diſadvantage ; they 
take an Eternity of Happineſs, and another of Miſery 
againſt a Bauble; for they cannot loſe the firſt without 
who {MW falling foul on the ſecond; like accurſed Cains, they 
che vill be baniſh'd from the Face of God, and carry on 
t deir Foreheads a perpetual Mark of his Vengeance; 
call Md their Reprobation: They will frie in Pitch and flame 
nce, Nin Brimſtone without Piry, without Compaſſion, and 
eds (What is worſe) without Term, without Annihilation; 
act ud can Fancy frame a greater Torment, than always to 
ton Ide barrd of che Sigiu of God ? And always to dere 2 
wich Glimpie 
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Glimpſe of that Infinice Beauty ? Than always ro bur; 


and rage with Devils? And always to deſpair of Releaſe. 


ment ?_To theſe ftrange Misfortunes do Atheiſts and 
Latitudinarians expoſe themſelves, if there be a Gad: 
and if Chriſtian Religion be t be only Saving Religion in 
the World ; and for ought you know both may be True. 

Theo. You follow your Adverſaries with ſo much Heat, 
that you wound your ſelf in the Purſuir ; your very Argu- 
ments deſtroy your Hypotheſis 5 and whilſt you ſuppoſe 
there may be a God, you very learnedly demonttrate 


there 1s none 


0 1 

Euſeb, You have a mind to ſport, but Jeſts never im- 
2 into Arguments, nor can Raillery grow up into 

aſon. 

Theo. Sir, you miſtake, I am not in a jeſting Humour: 
Pray if chere be a God, is he not Merciful> 

Euſeb, He is. | 

Theo. And if you ſuppole a God, and at the ſame 
Time prove, that he is unjuſt, unmerciful, nay tyran- 
nical and ſavage; do you not pull down with one 
Hand, what you raiſe with the other? Does not your 
Proof fly in the Face of your Poſition ? You ſay if there 
be a God, I ſhall feel che Weight of his exaſperated An. 
r for all Eternity: I ſhall glow in Pitch, and boyl in 
Srimſtone : What is this but to clap the moſt exorbitant 
Tyranny on Mercy it ſelf? To blend Crueiry with Meck- 
neſs? Barbarity with Juſtice? To fink an infinite Mercy 
into Cruelty ? And to turn God into a Chimera ? 

You may perchance ſcare poor Children, or filly Wo- 
men with your Quivedo's Viſions of Hell; and (well his 
Fancies into divine Revelation; but Men are not ſo ealily 
impos d upon. I know if there be a God, he is mercitul; 
and that it is not Mercy's Office ro butcher, but to par- 
don: Befides you confeſs, that God is the Model of all 
Perfection: That our Vertue is but a dark Beam of his 
How then can he command us (as you ſay he does) to re- 
venge Affronts with Favours? To lay down our Lives for 
our Enemies; when he proſecutes his, with Racks ard 


Flames? Either therefore there is no Hell, or no Mercy 


in God; and then there will be no God: Take which 
Part of the Dilemma you pleaſe ; I ſhall be pretty ſecure 
againſt future Contingencies: So that you ſee we Atheiſts, 
and Libertines walk on more even Ground than you ima- 


gine. * Euſeb 


all 
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Religion, bur of — ſpit in the Face of this In- 
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ä 
Euſeb. I might return your own Argument upon you; 
and ſhew that you run his Mercy lo high, that you quite 
diſcard his Juſtice : But I will wave this advantage, and 
fngle out your Reaſons; which rather amaze, than con- 
vince, You ſay God's Goodneſs hinders him from taking 
any Cognizance of Crimes in the next World : There- 
fore it is lawful to trample upon his Majeſty ; to controul 
his Orders; and to ſpurn at his Commands: He who ſo 
dotes on our Perſons, cannot revenge the Offences: 
Therefore Blaſphemy, Murders, Adulteries, and all 
thoſe Crimes that outrage Nature, and put even Atheiſts 
w the Bluſh, are but indifferent Actions; they have no 
more harm than what flows from Viſion, Prejudice, and 
Imagination: For were they Crimes, they would deſerve 
luniſument in the next Word : Now Mercy ties God's 
Hands, according to your new Syſtem ; and abſolves the 
Criminal. Hence it follows, that ſeeing no Action de- 
ſerves Puniſhment; no Actions are Crimes; and by Con- 
ſequence there is no Law, for every Crime is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law, This is a comfortable Doctrine for 
Vhores, and Rogues; and you deſerve a Penſion from 
Gaols, and Baudy-houſes. Such Helps as theſe keep up 
tie Trade, inrich the Hangman, and break down all the 
Barriers of Shame, to let into the World a Deluge of 
Lewdneſs, and Abominations. Thus whilſt you plead 
for God's Mercy, you ſolicite for Vice, and turn Advo- 
care for Impiery. | | 
I grant God is Good, and Merciful; and we need no 
other Evidence to illuſtrate this Truth; but that you 
breath, and enjoy the common Bleſſing of Mankind: 
Had not God rather follow d the mild Inclinations of his 
Mercy, than the more ſevere Laws of his Juſtice, Pu- 
niſnment had trod on the Heels of your Crimes; he had 
ore you from your Debaucheries, in flagranti, and left 
not a Moment between the Sin and your Damnation: 
But, Sir, he has fore gone his Right, and taken more mild 
Methods; he has bore your Inſolence theſe many Years 
with Patience, and call d you to Repentance, when he 
might have deliver d you over to Puniſhment : No, I am 
told what bold Returns of Ingraticude you have made 
lor this exceſſive Kindneſs : You have (more than once) 
in the very Face of the Sun, to the Scandal not only of 


finite 
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finite Mercy: You have burlelqued his Goodneſs, and 
profanely ar, $1 he ever ſaw your Crimes, or hated em: 
becauſe he did not revenge them on the Spot, and put 
an End to your Life, and Blaſphemies the ſame Moment: 
Yer after all theſe flaming Attempts againſt his Prerg. 
gative, and Perſon ; you not only live, but receive con. 
tinual Favours from his Munificence ; he expects only 
a Peccavi to ſeal your Pardon and to cancel your Offen- 
ces; but if you will ſtand to your abominable Princi. 
les, and droll upon his Menaces ; if you will puſh on 
Obſtinacy to the Grave; he will ſoften your hard Hear: 
in Flames, and teach you by-a diſmal Experience, thar 
he wants not Mercy, but that you do nor deſerve to feel 
the Effects of 1o amiable an Attribute. 
In ſhort, God is good, becauſe he created ſo vile a 
Creature as Man, to ſo high a Fortune; becauſe when 
our firſt Parent Adam withdrew himſelf from Duty, and 
engag d his whole Poſterity in open Rebellion, he was 
leas d to afſume our Nature to expiate our Sins with his 
Blood, and to breath into our Souls a new Life of 
Grace by his Death; becauſe he ſets a thouſand Wheels 
on Work, to draw back Sinners to Repentance, and ge. 
nerally gives them Time, and always Grace to look into 
their irregular Conduct, and to deteſt it: Theſe are un- 
doubted Marks of a moſt ſolid Goodneſs; and by this 
Square, God commands us to model our Behaviour to- 
wards our Enemies, and he has laid before us ſo com- 
leat a Pattern, that we ſhall never be able to reach it. 
But then God has Regard to Juſtice, even when he 
ſeems to abandon himſelf totally to the Conduct of Mer- 
cy; for theſe Perfections which ſtand at the Helm of 
Government are never ar Variance ; their Advice is Uni- 
form, and both con{pire ro baniſh Confuſion, and to eſta- 
bliſh, Order ; for God's Mercy is nothing elſe, bur a fin- 
. cere Intention to procure a Creature Good, fo far only 
as Order will permir : Therefore, when a Creature has 
difturb'd this Order, God's Mercy purſues rhe Crimi- 
nal, he offers him his Grace, and invites him a thouſand 
Times to re-eſtabliſh by Repentance, the Order he had 
broken by his Diſobedience : And then, if he will not 
hearken to theſe kind Exhortations ; Juſtice forces him 
to reſertle it by Torments ; for God, tho' he be Omni- 
potent cannot permit Diſorder : He muſt either * 
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irin Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eternity, by puni- 
ſhing them. In fine, Sir, Mercy governs in this World, 
but irs Commiſſion extends not to the other; there Ju- 
ſtice reigns alone, and either diſtributes Rewards or de- 
ſerns Puniſhment. Much good therefore may your Di- 
lemma do you. There is a God, and He is Merciful : 
There ts a God, and He is Fuſt, If that be a Perfection, ſo 
is this, nor are they incomparible: For tho one Vice 
may jarr with another, Vertues are of, a more peacea- 
ble Complexion, they live in Union, and can lodge in 
the ſame Breaſt. 

Theom. I don't deny, but that Offences againſt the 
divine Majeſty may deſerve ſome Puniſnment; and I 
know that if there be a God, he has Power to chaſtize, 
as well as to reward; bur an Eternal Puniſhment is 
very laſting, and looks more like an Act of Tyranny, 
than Juſtice. I could allow well enough of a round 
Fir of the Gour, or Stone; or ler God puniſh my Crimes 
on my Cattle with Murrains, Plagues and Mortality, I 
am contenred : Bur an Eternal Torment for one Eſcape 
of Nature, for one Sally of Paſſion, can only proceed 
from Exceſs of Cruelty. | | 

Euſeb. We ſhould live under a moſt happy Governs 
ment, were all our Judges of your ſoft Diſpoſition; what 
merry Days ſhould we enjoy if Murtherers were only Pil- 
1 2 Sodomites Whipt ? And Traytors confin d to their 
Lodgings Such ſevere Laws, would no doubt diſarm 
Vice, diſcourage Villany, and pur all Roguery out of 
Countenance. But Sir, tell me, would nor ſuch over- 
ſtrain d Mercy ler looſe the whole Kennel of Abominati- 
ons? Would it not cut off all the Lines of Communica- 
tion between Man and Man, and turn all into a Heap of 
Confuſion? Would not you judge thoſe more guilty who 
made ſuch Laws, than thoſe who broke 'em ? I am ſure 
you would call our for ſome Grains of Severity, and ap- 
ply a more violent Remedy to cure the agonizing Go- 
vernment. Yer you are in an ill Humour, becauſe God 
does not ſteer his Conduct by thoſe condeſcending Me- 
thods you condemn ; and if he did, you would as cer- 
tainly arraign his Mercy, as now you impeach his Ju- 
ſtice. In a Word, Theomachus, as I told you above, 
there is an infinite Diſtance between God and Man; 
therefore the Malice of every Sin is as Divines hold, in 
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{ome Sort infinire * therefore, it deſerves a Puniſhment] 
in ſome Sort infinire. But it can be only infinite in Dy. 


farion 5 therefore every mortal Sin deſerves an Eternal 


uniſhment. How then dare you faſten on God Cruelty 


and Barbariſm, when he only proportions the Pain to the 
Offence. Sir, take my Advice: Tis more ſecure for 
vou to repent, than to complain ; tis Madneſs to play 


with the ſupream Being, Ingratitude to treat ill the beit 


of Friends, Frenzy to provoke the ſtrongeſt Enemy. 


Thbeom. If I catry God's Mercy too high, you ſtretch 


his Juſtice beyond all Proportion. What Equality can 
you diſcover between a momentary Offence, and a never 


ending Pain? Between a Malice that has ſome Bound, 
and a Puniſhment that has none? Methinks, at leaſt an 


Age of Torments may expiate a Day of unlawful Plea- 


ſure: But to rack and torture a ſhort liv'd Frailty, Eter- 
nally ; is to ſtrain Juſtice to the very Pitch of Cruelty. 
Euſeb. No doubt, Juſtice always proportions the Pu- 
niſniment to the Offence ; bur then, this Proportion can- 
not conſiſt in an equal Duration of the Crime, and the 
Pain. I have known a Perjury that paſs'd through 2 
D——=—,s Teeth in a Moment, pillory'd a whole Hour: 
And I have ſeen the guilty Patient run the Gantler from 
Newgate to Tyburn« Yer tho the Puniſhment was of 
longer Continuance, than the Oath; who complain'd of 


Cruelty, bur thoſe very Raſcals that deſerv'd the Cor- 
rection? Does. not Juſtice ſomerimes take Criminals by 


the Ears: And make the Guilty compound for their 
Tranſgreſſions, with the Loſs of thoſe innocent Members, 
which ſeldom return to their owners: Felons, Murthe- 
ters and Traytors by the Law of Nations ſuffer Death, 
that is a Puniſhmenr in 7 kind Eternal: And if the 
Soul be mortal (as the Atheiſts contend) abſolutely ſo; 
becaule ir forces the Criminals into a State of Nothing, 
Þ Mich they muſt eternally remain. The Vote of 
Mankind runs therefore againſt your Notion of Equity; 
and the Atheiſts Idea of Juſtice is no more defenſible, 
than his Practice. Nay, Sir, if any Crime againlt a 
Prince or the Common-wealth can juſtly delerve Death; 
one againſt God as juſtly deſerves Hell eternally. 
For as on the one Side the Grandeur, Majeſty, and 
Perfections of God, ſurpaſs infinitely thoſe of the greateſt 
and moſt abſolute Monarch that ever breath d: So - 
5 the 
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the other, our Obligation ro obey, reſpect and love this 
auguſt Maſter, riſes with his Greatneſs. Therefore an 
Offence againſt God, exceeds that againſt a Prince, ar 
leaſt terminative in the ſame Proportion, that the Perfecti- 


ons of the one excel the Baſeneſs of the other. Therefoie 


as there can be no Compariſon between the Offences, 
there muſt be none between the Puniſnments. Now ler 
the Puniſument of a Crime againſt God be never ſo great, 
if it be not eternal, there muſt of neceſſity be ſome Pro- 
portion between it and Death, the juſt Puniſhment of 
a Treaſon againſt the Perſon of a temporal Prince: There- 
ſore no Puniſhment can equal an Offence againſt God un- 
leſs it be eternal. | : 
Theo, You ſuppoſe when we recreate Nature we erect 
a bigh Court of Fuſtice and commiſſion Judges to arraign 
him; this is a Theological Specularion. No, no; we 
are ſo far from queſtioning his Authority, or impeaching 
his Majeſty ; that we do not even think of him in our 
Debauches : We intend nor to diſpleaſe him; bur to 
pleaſe our Appetites; to regale our Senſes, and enjoy the 
Creature. | 
Euſeb. This is an excellent Plea for Thieves and Mur- 
derers; and (would it hold) the Government might ſhur 
up Newgate, and pull down the Gallows ; for few High- 
waymen think of her Majeſty, or her Laws, while they 
Murder and take Purſes on the Road. Let us ſuppoſe 
one of thoſe Gentlemen on the Ladder, haranguing thus 
the Spectators. Good People! I am brought to an un- 
timely, and (what is worſe) ro a moſt ſhameful End, 
apainſt all che Laws of Juſtice. I was brought ro the Bar 
far Affronting her Majeſty ; The Jury has found me 
Guilty; and the Judge Condemn'd me. Now | proteſt, 
| never harbour'd an unbeſeeming Thought of her Ma- 
jeſty, I have ſerv'd my Sovereign at the Expence of my 
Blood ; and was always ready to maintain her juſt Rights 
and Prerogatives with my Life and Fortunes. I follow'd 
my Maſter ro Steenkerck, and Norwinde, and loſt ſome 
Fleſh, and my Money in his Service: At my Return, I 
was put to my Shifts, and could meet with no Relief, 
but on the Highway: Here I providentially fell upon a 
preſent Supply: I truſt up a Brace of Lawyers, and ca- 
led a ſolirary Parſon ; bur in all my Expeditions, I ne- 
ver dreamt of her Majeſty : How then could I affront or 
| : L 3 offend 
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offend her 2 What Relation is there between the Princeſs, Y 
and the Subject, that an injury offer d one, muſt reboung il 
on the other? What think you? Would this Loyal Speech D 
reverſe the Sentence? | 
Thecm. No: I think Mr. Sheriff would bid Jack-ketch 
do his Office. 
. . Euſeb, lam of your Opinion: But then has not this 
Knight of the Queen's Highway an Atheiſt's Plea ? He 
crys not Guilty, good People! Becauſe in the actual Tran. 
2 of the Queen's Laws, he never thought of her 
ajeſty; and you plead for Impunity ; becauſe (vhilſt 
you outrag d Nature) you never dreamt of God. Sir, 
God is abſolute Monarch of the Upiverſe: He owes his 
Title ro Soveraignty, neither to Birth, nor Election: 
His Right is founded in his boundleſs Perte&tions. Thoſe 
Laws of Nature you tranſgreſs without Scruple, or Re- 
morſe, are of his making; and to controul his Orders, 
is to affront his Perſon : 80 that though Sinners do not 
ueſtion his Authority; ar leaſt they deſpiſe it: Now 
2 a vile Worm to contend with, and dare ſo great, ſo 
awful a Majelty, is ro overſnoot Inſolence it ſelf. | 
Theom, Well; God's Juſtice, together with Devils, 
Flames, Darkneſs, and Deſpair, would » diſcompole 
me, coud I perſwade my ſelf, my Soul wou'd re- 
vive my Body; bur alas, we enter into the World 
like Beaſts; and make as inglorious an Exit: Our Bo- 
dies fall into Duſt ; and our Souls into Nothing: Twer- 
ty Years hence I ſhall be, what I was a Thouſand 
Years ago; a meer non ens, uncapable either of Pain or 
Pleaſure. | 
Euſeb. This Evaſion chills my Blood. What cant 
ou defend your Cauſe without drawing upon Nature? 
or prove you are no Fool, without confeſſing your (elf 
a Beaſt? I could eaſily force you from this Retrenchment, 
by demonſtrating the Immortality of rhe Soul; but! 
leave this Enterprize to a more convenient Seaſon. In 
the- mean time, I only deſire to know whether you are 
ſare, the Soul ends with the laſt Breath: Without cer- 
tainty, you are juſt where you was; expos d to that 
miſerable State, that reſpects Atheiſts, if thete be a God. 
Tell me then, are you ſure Mens Souls are Mortal? 
. Theom. When I compare the Operations of Beaſts with 
thoſe of Men, metbinks we ſtand on the ſame * 
| et 


— 
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Yet a Voice within, tells me, I am of a more noble Ex- 
traction; and this ſoft Whiſper peſters my Brain with 
Doubts; and my Heart with Fears. | 
Euſeb. Perchance therefore your Soul is Immortal: 
Perchance there is a God, a Hell, and a Heaven : Per- 
chance Chriſtianiry is the only Saving Religion in the 
World. Now if theſe I hings are real, (and for ought 
you know they are) what will become of Atheiſts, and 
Latirudinarians ? How nicely will they have manag'd 
their Affairs; when they ſee themſelves ſtript of all 
Title to Heaven, and find an eternal Habitation prepa- 
red in Hell? You ſee what Hazard you run; and there- 
fore I muſt conclude your Conduct is fooliſh, and mad 
to Frenzy ; unleſs you can make good ro Evidence, that 
if your Opinions prove true, you ſhall enjoy ſome Good, 
thar counterpoiſes the erernal Loſs of Heaven ; nay, and 
the exorbitant Tortures of Hell: For to riſque the Main 
withour good Warrant and Caution, is Raſhneſs, and 
even Fury beyond Extravagance, I have laid open the 
juſt Subject of your Fears ; favour me with a full Pro- 


ſpect of your Hopes. 


@— — 


DIALOGUE VI. 


The Advantage Atheiſts aud Latitudinarians can 
expect if there be no God; and if all Religions 
are Saving, is not comparable to the Diſadvantage 
they fear, rf there be a God; and if one Religion 

alone be Saving. 


Theom. CI R, you have aſſign d me an eaſy Task; and 

I undertake it with Pleaſure: You have 
drawn up a frightful Bill of our Loſſes, if there be a God; 
and if one Religion only be Saving : I will balance it with 
another of our Gain, if we are inthe Right ; and then 
youll confeſs our Affairs are in a better Poſture than you 
Imagine, and perchance than you wiſh; if we venture 
Much, we hope for More ; the Harveſt balances our 
Labour and Expence, I know not through what Pro- 


ſpective you view the Pleaſures of Life : Methinks, they 


L4 preſent 
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us a fine Proſpect ; and in ſpire of the moſt ſeyer; 
Philoſophy, dart forth roo melting Charms to be conten. . 
prible. No doubt Life is a great Bleſſing; tis abo fc 
Purchaſe, and cannot be Over-rated; but then Plealun WM le: 
alone raiſes its Value: Diveſt it of pleaſing Senſation yo 
and twill become a Burthen. Were I ſure never to bet 
pleas d, I ſhould unwiſh my ſelf, and Bribe ſome Bra Ml thi 
to diſpatch me: I ſhould fall our with my Exiſteng WM on 
and Long to return to my Quondam Nothing. How y, Mt v; 
luable then is Pleaſure, that can ſer ſo vaſt a Price on WM ex 
mean a Thing ? And give 1r the firſt Place in our Wiſhes, WM ar 
that would take up the laſt in our Deſires 2 I know i M 
natur d Philoſophers, and viſionary Divines, have employ tic 
their Rhetorick to run down Pleaſure, and to talk it ou Wl qu 
of Countenance. They have Libell'd it theſe Thouſand m 
Years, and attack d it with Auxiliaries drawn from Dog. 
gerel and Invective: Yer it ſtands its Ground, and main, 
rains its Poſt with Reputation. Time, that lays open the 
Detects of other Things, has (it ſeems) diſcover'd ſome 
Perfections in Pleaſure ; for tis now courted more than 
ever: And this fair Helen has more Gallants than tha 
of Greece: It grows not cheap under Tryal; bur riſe 
under Uſe, and Experiment; it neither gluts, nor (ur- 
feits ; its Beauty is always in the Flower; and out of 
the Reach of Age. Cities have chang'd Places; Empires 
have ſunk under the Weight cf their own Greatnels; 
new Cuſtoms have worn out the Memory of the old: 
Bur the Defire of Pleaſure has never vary'd : This run; 
in all our Veins: We took it from our Fathers, and 
| bequeath it to our Childrep ; tis the prime End of Na. 
rure, and almoſt the ſole Object of Inclination. Now. 4 
it ſeems ſtrange that all Men ſnould dote of Deformity ; WW 
and run into the Embracements of Nothing; that the) v. 
ſhould prize above all Things, what is below Price; and WW m 
ſo turn Fools or Madmen for Company. You will per- W © 
chance tell me, that I am miſtaken in my Calculation; W B 
and marſhal up à Brigad» of Anchorites, ro confute my de 
Atitheinctick!' Theſe Men (you'll fay ) made War upon if 
Pleaſiire, They faſted and diſciplin d themſelves into 2 R 
Loathing of it; and ſometimes mur d up a Senſe to for- d 
tify the Avenues againſt fo vile, and fo treacherous an N 
Enemy. Theſe Men therefore who rhus perlecuted WM e 
Pleaſure, were either fond of irs Charms, nor well 
convinc'd of its Excellence, RS 
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But according to the Proverb, One Swallow makes not 2 
Fummer ; your rare Example of Abſtinence, and Morti- 
fcation cannot weaken my univerſal Induction : They 
leave it in its entire Force; nay, they ſtrengthen it; for 
you gaze on ſuch Men as Miracles; and propoſe them ro 
the World, rather ro be admir'd, than imitated : Nay, 
they purſu'd Pleaſure whilſt they renounc'd it; and fo 
only ſhov'd it away with one Hand, and drew it to them 
with the other : For as there is oftentimes a ſecrer Pride 
eren in Humility ; ſo there is a Pleaſure in Self-denial ; 
and all that you can prove by theſe Examples is, that 
Men's Palates have different Contextures; and what 
tickles gently ſome, grates upon others: In a word, to 
queſtion the Goodneſs of Pleaſure, is to deny Experi- 
ment; and contradict Demonſtration, 

Thus, Sir, you ſee if Atheiſts hazard Something, they 
hope for More: Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and a molt hap- 
py Life, balance all thoſe Miſeries which may befall us 
aſter Death. For my part, I cannot think, that the fon- 
deft Imagination can over- flouriſn, or even Paint to the 
Life, the Happineſs of thoſe who never check Nature, 
but give her the Reins, and follow blindly her Directi- 
ons. They can regale Ambition, feaſt Revenge, and 
treat Senſuality with Splendour: Theſe odd Notions of 
Good and Evil, fume into the Head, they raiſe Damps 
on the Conſcience, and daſh' Delights with Gall and 
Wormwood. If we muſt pen up our Appetites, and con- 
fine em to Limits; adieu Content. For in Reality, we 
properly enjoy Nothing, when we refuſe our Paſſions 
any Thing. Bur when we follow the Bent of Narure, 
and ſwim down the Current of Inclination, tis then 
we poſſeſs a Bliſs equal to your ſo much talk d of Hea- 
ven, But with this only Difference, that it wants Im- 
mortality, Now Euſebius, where is your Folly ? If our 
Opinions are falſe, tis ſure we ſhall be undone hereafter : 
But then if they prove true; our Happineſs will be grea- 
ter than our Miſery can be, tho they prove falſe : Fer 
if we ſide with the Belief of a God, and of Chriſtian 
Religion, and live up to the Rigour of thoſe Beliefs ; we 
diſcard our ſelves of all the Pleaſures of Life; nay, and 
tuin it into a Torture. Now Miſeries in the Hand, pins 
ches more than Miſeries in Reverſion. 


Eudox. 


- 
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EFudox. Theomachus, You have forgot the topping Branch 
of our Privilege: If we believe a God, and the Myſte- 
ries of Chriſtianity, we muſt enſlave Realon, and regu- 
late our Opinions by the Rules of Revelation: We muſt 
both ſhackle and hoodwink our Underſtandings, and 
ſtretch em on the Rack, to force em to deny firſt Prin. 
ciples But when we act by our Maxims we breath 2 
more open, and free Air: We can roſs our Aſſent from 
one ſide of rhe Contradiction to the other: And believe 
to Day what we ſnall disbelieve to Morrow. Now this 
intellectual Freedom is of a finer Nature, than any 
Pleaſure of the Senſe; tis an Appendix of Beatitude, and 
a Prerogative of the Deity. Add this Euſebius, to what 


Theomachus has already produc'd ; and you will have lit. 


tle Reaſon to lay ar our Door Folly and Raſhneſs. 
Eufeb. I cannot well determine Theomachus, whether 
your Speech deſerves an Anſwer, or Indignation. Such 
daring Impieries ſurpriſe me. The Practice of Lewdneſs, 
and Senſuality is both ſhameful, and ſcandalous. But to 
rurn Advocare for Brutality : To canonize Dedauche- 
ries; and Idolize Murders, Thefts and Adulteries, is to 
throw down the Incloſures that ſeparate Men from Beaſts, 
to clap Reaſon in the Dungeon and Senſe on the 
Throne. | | SHLF 
Had Bulls, Boars and Goats the Power ro harangue 
in our Days, as in thoſe of Æſep; they would have dil- 


play'd their Rhetorick on the ſame Subject; but, 1 


doubt, whether they would have ſcrew'd it up to your 
Pitch of Excellency. No, no; they would not have had 
Wir enough to crowd ſo many Follies, Blaſphemies and 
Impieties, in ſo ſmall a Compaſs; nor Impudence to 
flouriſh on Lewdneſs in the Preſence of Men. 

So long as we keep within the Bounds of Moderati- 
on and Law, Pleaſure may be tolerated; yet let unlaw- 
ful Deſires appear never ſo charming, they are certainly 
contemptible, becauſe unwarrantable, and he who buys 
a Satisfaction (tho never ſo glittering) at the Expence 
of Duty, is ſure to oyer-purchaſe : The outward Appea- 


rance of Things cannot be the true Standard of their 


Value. Tinſel glitters no leſs than Gold, and a falſe 
Guinea often ſhines more than a true one. We mult 
waſh off the Fucus, before we can frame a right Judg- 
ment, or diſtinguiſh Sterling from counterfeit Coin. OY 
an | ; 1 ures 


S. . << 5 N Tt>v> 


= 


hs A _ Qu © was = 


hw — — aw a Cd ann 1 


The Gentleman Inſtrufed. 155 


fares affect the Organ well enough, bur then they grate 
upon Reaſon ; they always give us a troubleſome Fare- 
well, and make room for Repentance. I am confidenr, 
Fir, chat the Ghoſts of your paſt Delights have ſome- 
times diſorder d you more, than the living Pleaſures di- 
ſerted you, and you have wiſh'd undone in a Calm, 
what you did in a violent Tranſport of Paſſion. 

A Man (as you ſay) who was ſure never to be pleas'd, 
would have no grear Reaſon to be over-fond of his Be- 
ing. For Pain and Suffering withour any Relation to an- 
other World are very troubleſome Advantages ; bur then, 
who can be pleas d when nothing bur Riot and Luxury 
delerves no Exiſtence : He is a Shame to Nature, and a 
perfect Scandal to his Kind, 

You would fain draw a Proof for the Excellence of 
Pleaſure from the Multitude of its Aberrors. Bur you 
0 do not conſider, that you have choſen an untoward Ae- 

N dium: For Judgments are not to be fram'd by Practice, 
4 but Reaſon. The Generality, you know, ſtick in the 


P Surface of Things, and are ten Times more bigotted 
7 with Appearance than Reality. Ask the high flown De- 
b bauchees, and they will confeſs their Judgments jarr with 


2 their Conduct; they even condemn Wickedneſs, whilſt 
they purſue it. | 
But Pleaſure never gluts, never ſurfeits, Why then are 
8 you always on the Change? Why do you feaſt your Paſ- 
bons with new Ragouſts, but ro wher your Appetite 
with . and to entertain it with freſh Appea- 
rances | 
| To ſay we are as eager in the Purſuit of Pleaſnre as 
our Forefathers were, proves only we carry about us the 


lame Corruption, that our Nature bends to ill, as theirs 


did: And chat we are all Children of the ſame rebellious 
Parent. Their Judgments varied from their Practice, 
and o do ours, They ſought out Vaults to ſhade their 
Impieties, and buried their Abominations in Darkneſs and 
Privacy : And this is a ſhroud Argument, thar they did 

not eſteem much theſe Things they bluſh'd ar. | 
Believe it Sir, I am able to bring more than Divines and 
Anchorets, who have laſh'd unlawful Pleaſures, and bur. 
| Telqu'd em. I could produce ſome of your own Tribe 
and Diſcipline, who deſerve Credit, becauſe they ſpeak 
upon Experience, I took a Turn the other Day to the 
| King's» 
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Xing .- Bench to viſita Friend; I found him in the Coq 

any of ſome other Gentlemen, who had taken up thei 
— * in that melancholy Retirement. Diſcontent (| 
on their Faces; every Poſture mark d Impatience, and 
every Word both Repentance and Deſpair: They had 
out- liv d their Eſtates; and ( what was worſe) all hope 
of regaining em: I pity d their Misfortune ; but when 
I underſtood they had Raffled em for Vine, and barter! 
em for Miſſes; my Pity turn'd almoſt into Indignation: 
I thought with my. ſelf they deſerv'd no Ell ate, why 
knew ſo ill ro manage one; bur ar leaſt, (ſaid I with 
a Smile) you have had Pleaſures for your Money; and 
you feel even now this Satisfaction, that once you wen 
happy. Quite contrary, ( ſaid they ) our former Felid. 
ty preſſes harder upon us than our preſent Miſery : And 
then they run out into ſuch Inveclives againſt criminal 
Pleaſure, and rated Debauchery, with ſuch a Pathos and 
Energy, that I eaſily ſaw they ſpoke from the Heart, and 
declaim'd in earneſt. | 

I believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie under the Surgeons 

Hands; who are ty'd up io Faſting, and Mercury, and 
drivil out in a Stove the Relicks of your incomparable 
Pleaſures, are much of the Coop d. up Squire's Mind. For 
tho the Vintners and Harlots have not invaded their 
Purſes, nor Luxury like a Whirl-pool ſwallow'd their 
Lands, yer. Diſeaſes have over-ſer Health, and almoſt 
ſunk their Bodies into the Grave. But I have follow 
you too far, tis Time to leave you; only I will add, 
that I cannot eſteem that Great, which makes me Lels, 
and tumbles me below my Level. Reaſon is a Preroga- 
tive, no Nuiſance; and I am not diſpos d to Mortgage 
it for a Miſs, or Claret. | 
For all your boaſting, I fear Atheiſin cannot ſuppreſs 
thoſe odd Notions of Good and Evil; they alarm yout 
Fears, awake your Conſcience, and ſprinkle your De- 
lights with the unpalatable Ingredient of Pitch and Sol- 
phur ; bur if they do not, it only follows that your 
Underſtanding is drown'd in Senſuality; that your Wit 
is ſunk into Frenzy; and ſo that you are ſtark mad with 
your Mabometical |! ar 

I confeſs Eudoxus, that the Pleaſure of the Mind has 
ſome Value; it appears better ſhap'd than that of Senſe; 


it ſhines brighter ; it's longer liv d; and beſides has No. 


thing 
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ing of Miſtineſs, or Brutality: But then I cannot con- 
ceive, why this Satisfaction mult be ſolely ingroſs d by 
Atheiſts, and Laritudinarians : You ſay we muſt enſlave 
dur Underſtanding when we embrace Chriſtianiry, and 
regulate our Judgments by Divine Revelation: Bur, pray, 
s this ſuch an Outrage to Reaſon ? Does not God know 
perfectly all Things ? 

Eudox, He does. 

Euſeb. Does not his Revelation agree with his Know- 
ledge ? * 
Eudox. It does; for certainly he cannot tell a Lye. 

Euſeb. Now: God never commands us to believe any 
Myſtery, unleſs it be evidently credible he has reveal'd 
it; from whence ir follows, that Chriſtians are ſo far 
from hoodwinking, or forcing Reaſon, that Men cannor 
act more rationally ; for thus they proceed. Mhatever 
Gd Rex eals is True: But God has Reveal'd the Myſtery of 
the Trinity: Therefore it is True. The firſt Proportion is 
evident : The ſecond is evidently credible : For till the 
Revelation appear evidently credible, no Chriſtian lies 
under any Obligation of believing; and when ir comes 
up to ſuch an Evidence, no Man can disbelieve it, with- 
out Imprudence. Tis true: The Myſtery remains in 
Darkneſs, and Obſcurity ; tho I believe that God is One, 
and Three; yer I am ignorant of the Manner; nor, am I 
obligd to know it: God has left that as a Subject of 
Diſpute, to exerciſe our Wits; not our Faith. 

Gentlemen, You ſee when Accounts are adjuſted, you 
are not ſo much before-hand with the World, as you ima- 
gined ; but ro favour you more than I am oblig d; ler ir 
be granted, that Pleaſures are ten times more valuable 
than you pretend; at leaſt they cannot out- laſt Time; 
they move towards their Period; and can accompany 
you no farther than the Grave; when once you are lain 
on that cold Bed, Pleaſures take Wing, and diſappear ; 
your Body is made over to the Worms; and ( if there be 
a God) your Soul will be deliver'd into the Hands of un- 
merciful Devils. Sir, tell me, would you accept of the 
Empire of the Univerſe, together with all the beaſtial Pa- 
times of Sardanapalus, or Heliogabalus, if you were ſure 
afrerwards ro be ſtrerch'd on Racks, to live on Stench, 
and to be regal'd with Toads and Vipers for the Space of 
Twenty Years? 


The 0» 
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Theo. No ſurely. 

Euſeb. Yet every Atheiſt, or Latitudinarian, cannot hops 
for Crowns or Scepters ; they cannot gratifie their Senſyz. 
liry with ſo high- ſealon d Lewdneſs, as thoſe two wretched 
Princes; notwithſtanding (if there be a God) they mu 
buy their minute Satisfaction, neither with Tortures, nor 
Toads, nor the Torments bf Twenty Years , but of Eter. 
nity : If therefore you will not purchaſe a temporal En. 
joyment with a temporal Puniſnment; why will you 
buy a temporal, and fleeting Satisfaction, with a Py. 
niſnment that is Eternal? 

Theo. Pain is a very lively Perception; it flaſhes upon 
the Organ with a vaſt Impetuoſity; and puts our whole 
Machine in Diſorder ; tis ſtronger than Pleaſure, and 
keeps ir at a Diſtance, when we have it not; and turns 
it away when we have it : Hence I would not take Twen. 
ty Years of Satisfaction, with a ſure Reverſion of Twenty 
Years of Pain; for this will certainly more afflict Na- 
ture, than that can pteaſe it: But the Pains of Hell and 
Pleaſures of Heaven, are wholly uncertain ; and theſe of 
Atheiſts aſſur d; lo that tho' thoſe Pains compar'd pre- 

ciſely with the Pleaſures, are infinitely greater; yer if 
you conſider thoſe in a State of Uncertainry, and theſe 
in a State of Certainty, we muſt give theſe the Prece. 
dence ; and this is conformable to that capital Maxim; 
Keep what is Certain, and leave what is Uncertain. Give 
me leave to frame this ſhort Syllogiſm : Tis imprudence 
zo part with what is Certain, for what is Uncertain ; 
but the Pleaſures of Heaven, and Pains of Hell are Uncer- 
tain ; and theſe of this World are Certain; therefore 'tis 
imprudence to quit the Pleaſures of this Life out of Fear of 
falling into Hell, or out of Hope of flying into Heaven. 

Euſeb. The Force of your Diſcourſe is wound up in 

your Maxim, and the Syllogiſm is but a meer Deduction; 


ſo that if your Foundation be weak, the Superftructure 


falls to the Ground: Now, Sir, I muſt tell you; your 
grand Principle is not Univerſally true; and by Conſe- 
quence unfit for the Poſt you have put it in; unleſs it be 
ſtrain'd, and us d with Diſcretion, it proves nothing but 
Sophiſtry. 

For, does not the Husbandman cultivate and manure 
his Ground at the certain Expence of both his Eaſe and 


Money ? Yer his Gain is as uncertain as the Winds and 
| Seaſons 
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gealons. Another rakes up at the Temple; he ſinks his 
Purſe, and bears his Brain with plodding over Cook and 
Littleton 3 he pores Night and Day upon the Code, and 
confounds himſelf with the Inſtitutions and Pandects, and 
hopes ro beat a Fortune out of his Labour and Expences; 
yer tho he certainly lays out his Money, and ſacrifices 
his Repoſe; he is not certain to reach his Pretenſiohs ; 
his Expectation may be baulk d; and after Twenty 
Years, he may be no farther advanc'd in the World, than 
he was the firſt Day he ſer our. , 

Our Merchants put to Sea with a good Cargo; they 
purſue Profit into the Indies; the Danger of their Perſons 
is certain, they expoſe their Commodities to all the Ca- 
ſualities of Wind and Weather, that lay before very ſafe 
in Magazines; the Gain is ill aſſur d: Do not then theſe 
Men confute your Maxims by Practice? And who ever 
indicted em of Imprudence ? Or tax d em of Folly ? 

In hne Sir, the whole Commerce of Life rouls upon 
this Principle; that oftentimes tis the Part of a Prudent 
Man to quit what is certain, for what is uncertain; and 
were it otherwiſe, there would be ſo little Buſineſs in 
the World, that Mank ind might fir croſs arm d, or fall to- 
gether by the Ears to avoid Idleneſs: Mens underſtand- 
ings would . grow downward, their Courages would 
ſirink up; Induſtry would turn off in Lethargy, and 
the whole World would fall back into irs primitive Igno- 
rance. | 
Theo, I know. the Principle comprehends a Latitude, 
and is not true without Reſtriction, | 

Euſeb. A little Patience if you pleaſe ; when I have 
convicted ir of Error, you ſhall have Time to argue, why 
Sentence ſhould not paſs upon ir. When the Good we 
hope is equal or inconfiderably greater, than what we 
hazard; it would be a piece of rhe higheſt Extravagance, 
to expoſe what we poſſeſs in Peace and Quiet, for that 
which is only equal or inconfiderably greater; and withal 
very uncertain: If by the Loſs of the certain we chance 
to procure the uncertain, we are but juſt where we were; 
bur if we fail in our Purſuit, we ſhall not only fall ſhorr 
of what we hop'd for, but even of what we poſſeſſed : 
In this Caſe your Axiom may be allow'd of; but then 
it ſupports not your Cauſe ; For there is no Proportion 
berweenthe moſt luſhious Pleaſures of Life, which you 
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ſuppoſe certain, and thoſe of Heaven you ſuppoſe un. 
certain ; for thoſe are built on the tottering Foundation 
of Time; and in ſpite of Care, within the Space of ſome 

Years, muſt touch their fatal Period, and flaſh into No. 
thing; whereas theſe are infinitely better qualified, they 
ſtand on a ſtable Botrom ; they never wither, never die: 
So that tho we conſider the Joys of Heaven in a State of 
Uncertainty, and thoſe of Time in a State of Cextaint); 
thoſe muſt prevail; becauſe the exorbitant Greatneſs o 
the Divine os of Heaven accompanied with an eternal 
Duration, are more advantageous than all the rrifling 
Satisfactions of Senſe , tho' ſtampr with the charming 
Attractives of Certainty and Poſſeſſion. 

For would any Man (who had one Grain of Prudence) 
accuſe me of Folly or Raſhnels ; if I ſhould venture 2 
Penny: upon a well-grounded Preſumption of gaining a 
Million 2 Would nor you and all the Merchants in the 
Nation ſhare in the Venture? Yer in this Caſe we 
ſhould quir the Certain for the Uncertain. Now, if 
there be a God, if the Chriſtian Religion be the only Sav.ng 
Communion in the World ; and you live up to the Preceprs 
of Reaſon and the Goſpel; after this Life you will enter 
upon the Poſſeſſion of a Blils that ſurpaſſes all rhe brutiſh 
and fond Enjoyments of Senſe, more than a Million ex- 
ceeds a . for between theſe two Sums there is ſome 
Proportion, but all the Geometricians in Europe can never 
find a Medium Proportionale, between what is Tempo. 
ral and Eternal. | 

Indeed, if you ſhould ſquare your Conduct by the 
ſevere, Rules of Chriſtian Morality, -and afterwards find 
no. God to recompence your Vertue; or that you might 
have purchas d an equal Glory, following the more con- 
deſcending Precepts of other Religions; you would be at 
ſome 9 i. e. You would have debarr'd your ſelf of 
ſome lewd Senſations to little Purpoſe ; but this Diſap- 

intment cannot be put in the Scale, againſt thoſe valt 
— you might pretend to, if there were a God, 
and if only one Religion were Saving: If therefore, be 
who ſhould refuſe to hazard a Penny on a moſt prudent 
Expectation of gaining a Million, would in the Opinion 
of all Mankind, commir a Folly almoſt too extravagant 
for Bedlam it ſelf > Why ſhall we fear to brand Atheiſts 


and Latitudinarians with Frenzy and Madneſs, who * 
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fer a paultry Content before a Pleaſure that is Eternal - 
Your grand Principle leave not the Certain for the Uncer- 
tan, cannot relieve you, becauſe ir has no Place in the 
prreſenr Diſpute 3 for there is no Proportion between the 
Happineſs of the other World, which you ſuppoſe Uncer- 
in, and the Pleaſure of this, you ſuppoſe Certain; for 
no Arithmerick is able to multiply Moments into * 
nity. Now I anſwer your Syllogiſm. wg. 

Tis imprudence to part with what is certain, for what is 
uncertain ; but the pleaſures of Heaven are uncertain, and 
theſe of Life are certain; therefore dis imprudence to quit 
the pleaſures of this Life for thoſe of Heaven, | 

{ diſtinguiſh the firſt Propoſition; Tis 3mprident to 
at with what is certain, for what is uncertain : If what 
is uncertain be conſiderably greater than what is certain; 
Ideny it: If it be only equal, or inconſiderably greater ; 
[grant it: I tranſmit the ſecond Propofition ; and deny 
the Conſequence : Pray take Notice I do not grant the 
ſecond Propoſition; for the firſt Part is only true in our 
preſent Suppoſition; and the ſecond is abſolutely falſe ; 
for thoſe Pleaſures ybu ſo much talk of, are as uncertain 
25 any Thing can be; ſo that tho your famous Axiom 
were never ſo true, tis impertinent to the preſent Diſ- 
pute; ſeeing your Gain is as doubtful as your Loſs, 

Theo, What, will you maintain our Pleaſures are un- 
certain ? If you can make that out; I confeſs Affairs are 
in a worſe Poſture than I fanſy d. 

Euſeb, I will maintain it; and demonſtrate it roo; 
Your pleaſure, Sir, conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſe * 
Now all ſuch Satisfaction is very expenſive : Burgundy, 
and Champaigne Wines grow not at London; they muſt 
pals the — - and before they are fit for an Atheiſt's 
Palate, the Price runs high: you muſt give the Vintner 
leave to rate em at Pleaſure; and thank him for his Fa- 
your, if he gives you a Bottle for an Angel. Ragouts are 
3 coltly : ks will not toil for 'em, unleſs they be 
well paid; they value their Sweat as high as the Vintner 
does his Champaigne ; and you can rely no more on the 
Conſcience of the one, than of the other ; for neither is 
ſtrait-· lac d, and you muſt ſtand to their Mercy: If you 
aſt up your Accounts, you will find the Taverns and 
Treating-Houſes have eas'd you of a round Income. 
Mer are farm'd at a higher 5 ; like the Monſter Behe- 
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met, they drink whole Rivers; they ſwallow Mines ang 
devour Lordſbips: You may Rig our a Firſt Rate Ship, 
at leſs Expence than a Lady of Pleature : She muſt ap- 
Pear at Hide-Park with a glitrering Equipage; and ſhroud 
the Scandal of her Life under a Veil of Embroidery : 
And what is worſe ſhe prefertly falls ro decay, and then 
the Bills of Reparation ſwell higher than thoſe of the very 
Building: Now if you let her lie out of Repair, you 
either tempt her Fidelity, or her ill Nature; and then 
your Heaven may chance to fink into Hell: For if you 
reſolve with Eagerneſs a Relief; you ſend her a Blank, 
and encourage- her Ladyſhip ro draw up Conditions ar 
pleaſure ; and to rife upon you at the Diſcretion of A. 
varice. You ſee theſe Pleaſures are expenſive, and re- 
quire a good Fund: Now, Sir, are all Atheiſts ſure of 
good Ettates? Have they found out the Philoſophers 
Stone? Or have they Midas s Faculty, of turning what, 
ever they touch into Gold ? I cannot think that Man- 
nours follow Religion; or that a beggarly Chriſtian can 
ſtart up a Money'd Atheiſt :. Pleaſures therefore are not 
over ſure to every Atheiltical Proſe/zte; unleſs you only 
admit Lords and Gentlemen into your Communion ; and 
ſo compoſe your Church as the Venetians do their Grand 
Senate of Nobles 5 Bur even in this caſe, your happy 
Life wants good Security: Eſtates like Eels often give 
us the Slip; and I have known ſome who began the 
World with Three Thouſand Pound per Annum, end in 
an Hoſpital: Some forfeit, their Fund for Loyalty; 
others for Rebellion: Some Drink it away ; others Dice 
it: Some weat, it out by hvsbanding it tog well, and 
| exhers by. managing too ill: The very Foundation there- 
fore of your Pleaſures being ſo precarious, and uncer- 
rain, the Pleaſures themſelves can't be aſſur d. | 
Secondly, Without Health the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures 
are dull and inſipid; they rather importune, than pleaſe; 
and put our Patience to the Tryal, rather than divert 
our Senſes; The Harmony of a, Lute, tho touch d by 
in Orpheus, will grate the Ear, if the Head be our at 
Tune; and a diſcompos'd Stomach receives the moſt de 
licious Ragouts with Reluctancy, and Convulſons: A 
Fir of the Cholick makes a Crown uneaſy, and rurns all 
the Charms of Empire into Diſſatisfaction. Now our 
Body is a Compound of Contranies, each Fart yan 
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with its Fellow, and like the Madianites, draws upon its 
dert Companion; Hear plays upon Cold; Dryneſs upon 
Humidity : Whilſt Victory is at a ſtand, our Pulſe beats 
wen ; bur when it leans to one Side, tis Time to call 
vor a Doctor: Beſides theſe Hoſtilities are acted out of 
Light, or like Miners skirmiſn under Ground ; and ſo 
we cannot ſend Relief to balance the Advantage which 
one may gain over the other: In fine, Sir, Health con- 
its in an equal Temper of capricious Humours ; In a 
00d Intelligence of a thouſand Veins and Arteries ; and 
what can be more uncertain? I never meditate on the 
Frame and Machiniſm of Bodies; but I am rapt into 
Exrafies of Admiration: and wonder more we are one 
Day in Health, than that we ſhou'd continually groan 
under the Pangs of the moſt acute Diſeaſes: And if all 
Men's Health is uncertain, the Atheiſts is much more ; 
for their exceſſive Irregularities both hiſten Infirmiries, 
and inflame them; Debauchery revenges irs own Ex- 
ceſſes upon our Bodies, and plunges them into a State 
of Langour and Weakneſs: Health muſt jade ; ir cannor 
hold our, if we live roo faſt, and are continually upon 
the Gallop : And thus you make what is uncertain, more 
uncertain z if you do not manage your Conſtitution, 
but proſtitute it; you throw ir away before you have 
done Living; nay, when it is moſt uſeful to your Deſign ; 
and ſo betray your Senſes, and conſpire againſt the inte- 
reſt of Eaſe and Pleaſure. 

2dly, Life is the Foundation of all Happineſs; on 
this all our Hopes and Expectation of worldly Pleaſures 
are built: Yer this is a Thouſand Degrees more uncer- 
tain, than the Exiſtence of a God: We know no more, 
when we came inro the World, than the child unborn x 
and know no more when we ſhall leave ir : Our Stay 
depends on a Hundred Circumſtances, and our Re- 
moval on as many Accidents, we are neither able to a- 
void, not foreſee: An Enemy may Ponyard us into the 
other World; a Friend may Careſs us thither: Grief 
ks us into the Grave, and Joy overſers us: Nay, the 
Nrarch of a Pin oftentimes baffles the Vertue of Drugs, 
and the Art of the Surgeon, The Future is to come; 
the Paſt is flown away; and neither at our Diſpoſal ; ſa 
that we ate only Maſters of the Prelent : Now Money, 
Health, and Life ir ſelf being ſo uncertain, ſo precari- 
| M 2 ous ; 


= The Gentleman Inftrufted. 


ous ; how can you perſwade your (elf, that Pleaſure 
your ſummum bonum is aſſur'd ? Bur if this be uncertain 
Atheiſts, and Latitudinarians are mad to Extravagance. 
for then they chuſe a Pack of brutiſh, ſhorr-liv'd, and 
uncertain Pleaſures, before thoſe eternal Joys of the o. 
ther World, that are exceſſively beyond Thought, and 
long beyond Imagination: Now if a Man would ad 
* fooliſhly, who ſhould chule a Crown thar is uncertain, 
before a Million that is equally uncertain ; with wha 
Terms can I expreſs yout Frenzy; who rather 1; 
hold on a thin, paultry , uncertain Pleaſure, than 
Happineſs that is uncertain indeed, but withall Eter. 
nal; eſpecially when you not only quit all Right 10 
rhis exorbitant Happineſs, but at the ſame time run up 
' to the very Brink of Damnation; for thoſe who rejedt 
Heaven ipſo Facto accept of Hell, We have waded deep 
enough into this Matter. I will now draw up a ſhort 
Scheme of the whole Diſcour.e, and then leave it to your 
Confiderrion. 
To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm and Latitu- 

dinarianiſm, I have condeſcended ro more than you 
durſt ask, either in Juſtice, or Equity: viz. That the 
Exiſtence of a God is doubrful ; as well as the Neceflity 
of profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion for Salvation: Be- 
fore you can pretend to evidence, you muſt turn common 
Senſe topſy turvy, and fly in the Face of Reaſon: I have 

2 ſo low as to grant theſe two Points doubtful, to 
diſplay the Weakneſs of your Pretenſions, and to demon- 
ſtrate, that Courteſie it ſelf is not able to juſtify your 
Conduct. 

I ground my Diſcourſe on this Principle; when two 
* both doubtful, both uncertain, do concur; tis 
a Folly to chooſe that which will ruin me, if falſe ; and 
cannot turn to my Advantage tho' true: You have ſub- 
ſcrib'd ; and indeed all Nature has put its Hand to the 
Principle: Now, Gentlemen, if the Opinions you em- 
brace prove falſe, you will be erernally caſt out of that 
happy Region of rhe Bleſſed, and eternally confind to 
the Pitch and Sulphur of che Reprobate. Is it poſſible for 
a wretched Creature to loſe more on the one Side, or to 
ſuffer more on the other? Can any Man be more un. 
happy than to be baniſh'd from his Sovereign Happiness? 
or more miſerable than to be ingulpht into a — of 

rer 
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Frernal Sufferings? Is not he undone, who has turn'd 
Bankrupt not only of his Fortune, but even of his Hope? 
and has nothing left but Torments, Rage, and Deſpair ? 
If your Opinions chance to be true, What Advantage can 

you reap bur perry SatisfaCtions of Senſe ? Which rather 

e 0. MI (urfeir than ſarisfie ; and ſtupify more than they delight? 

and They look big only at a Diſtance, and nothing when they 

20 draw near; they are indeed Giants in our Fancy, and 

Pigmies in themſelves : Yer you chooſe theſe contemprible 

vhar Fleaſures, that avail you little while you live, and nothing 

when you come to die; you leave thole which lalt eter- 

nally : Now has not ſuch a Choice all Characters of 
ter- WI Folly ? 
| Pray Gentlemen ſer fome Moments afide for Reflection: 
The Buſineſs is of Weight, and deſerves ſober Thoughts. 
jet Had you two Souls, you might ſend one into the next 
eep World to diſcover, how Things go in that unknown Re- 
wort gion; and if that ſhould periſh in the Enterprize, you 
would have at leaſt another in Reſerve : Bur alas, you 
have but one; and if that miſcarry, you are loſt for 
ever: The firſt Moment that lays open your Misfortune, 
diſcovers the ImpoiTibility of retrieving it. 

Theom, Come Euſebius, we bave almoſt drain'd the 
Subject; ler us change our Theam. You have arraign'd 
my Choice; and in your Fancy convicted it of Folly and 
i I impeach you of the ſame Miſdemea- 
nours: Pray let us ſee if you can plead your own Cauſe 
with as much Art, as you have againſt mine. 


2 EEE 


DIALOGUE v. 


Tho' there be no God, and tho the Chriſtian Religion 
be not the only ſaving Religion, tis Prudence to 
believe there is a God, and that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is the only ſaving Religion in the World; 
and to live up to the Tenets of both. 


Euſeb. * O U have aſſign d me an eaſy Province: The 
I =» very opening of our Cauſe is ſufficient to gain 
it That we may not beat the Air, and ſhoor at Rovers; 


ler us look back upon the old Principle, ben two uncer- 
| 4 tain 
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Fain Propoſitions lie before me; 1 am oblig'd by all tl; 
Laws ef Prudence to chooſe that which will turn to my 41, 
vantage if true, and cannot prejudice me, if it be faſſi; 
J have eſtabliſn d this Maxim above, and I lee not hoy 
you can offer againſt it any thing of Moment. 

Theom. Go on. | 


Euſeb If our Opinions are true; When once we ſhake Ml that 
oft theſe Clouds of Clay, theſe Miſts of Duſt and Aſhe, Will Jon. 
which interpole between us and Eternity; we ſhall be n uin 
a molt comfortable Condition; for the very Moment 02's 
that deprives us of Life, will repair all the Decays of Na. 
ture, all che Ruins of Time; we ſhall enter upon a Stae il ©!! 
of Bliſs, with a Spring that ever flouriſhes, ever blooms; Mill th0! 
upon 2 State inacceſſible to Infirwities, unknown to M. bo 

leries, above the ſtroke of Fortune, and out of ys int 
riſdiction of Death: Now to paſs on a ſudden from Fer ©! 
ro Aſſurance, from Sickneſs to Health, from Poverty to Pe: 
Plenty, and from Death to Life; muſt be a very enter. | 
taining Change: But what is this, to that Ocean of Blis, ! 
that flows from the Face of God? One Ray ſtruck My. Wl cur 
ſes almoſt blind; his Mortality ſunk under ſo glorious mu 
an Appearance, and Nature was too weak to bear the bor 
ſplendour of the Object, or to continue the Correſpon- de 
dence. The Fondneſs of Imagination always magnifies the 


Temporal Pleaſures ; Fancy over-flouriſhes rhe Objed, wh 
and paints beyond the Life; they are more gaudy in our t 
Brain, than in themſelves, and the Expectation of em To 
out-weighs Poſſeflion : But the Pleaſures of the other 4 
World, are above Expreſſion, and Imagination too; nor Pay 
can we take their Dimenſions by what they are, but by e 
what they are, not: All that I can ſay, is, they put an WI 
End to Fear, a Term to Hope, and a Stop to Deſire; I He 
and certainly that Creature has rouch'd upon the true Wl * 
Point of Happineſs, that neither wiſhes ro be Greater, 1 
nor fears to be Leſs. Ce 
Theo, Well, well, Sir, you will indeed be very well He 
provided, if there be a God; but ſuppoſe there be none; W 
you will confeſs then that you have under rated all the Wn 
Pleaſures of this Life, and ſold em for a Dream. 55 
Huſel. Sald em for a Dream ſay you ? You lie undet W® 
a great Miſtake ; tho there are no ſuch Things, as God, u 
or Heaven, I ſell em to Advantage, and make the moſt Wy ” 


of em: The base Probabiliry of 4 happy Ecerniry, bs WY. 
1 more 
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l 
+ mote Worth, than a certain Poſſeſſion of all the Adyaii- 
a: nge of Life: Theſe, Toys end in Vanity, and Vexation 


hoy of Spirir; we miſpend our Thoughts, we render our 
ſelves cheap, and deſpicable, by throwing away our In- 
clinations upon theſe Amuſements : But I told you before, 
hake that thoſe Pleaſures you talk of, are as uncertain as the 
ſoys of Heaven; and in this Caſe, I only truck one Uncer- 
x in WI cainry for another: Bur then what I give, is only Tem- 
nem poral, and what I take, Eternal: Now if there be a God, 
n kortune is made for ever; if there be no God, I re- 
rare BY celve ſmall Diſadvantage ; I only diſcard my (elf of 
ms: thoſe Things that are noxious to my Body, and ſcanda- 
bus to my Nature: at leaft, I live like a Man, though 
nM inthe End I die like a Brute, and fall into Nothing: But 
0 do you think Chriſtians and. Atheiſts muſt forſwear all 
Plealute ? That they muſt torture their Senſes ? And on- 
ter. h ko, they live by Mortification and Torture? X 
iis, BY Theo. They muſt check Paſſion, arreſt Appetite, and 
curb the very Tendency of Nature to Pleaſure; they 
ous WY muſt continually ſtand upon their Guard, and ſcour a- 
the WY bout for fear of a Surpriſe : Now theſe Employments 
on. te laborious, and mortifying ; a Man that is thus upon 
fies the Hoof, can ſcarce find Teaſure for Diverſion: In ſhort, 
4, WY "ho lives up to the Principles of your Belief, muſt di- 
zur Wl vorce from Mirth, disband from Company, and like 
em WM Toads feed on the Poyſon of Spleen and Melancholy. 
her . Ee. We muſt. indeed have a watchful g over our 
ballons, and keep em within the Bounds of Reaſon ; 
ve mult not ſtep over the Limits of Decency, nor ex- 
ceed the Preſcript of Moderation; yet we have a large 
e; Held to play in: Thoſe Reſtraints are laid upon us; be- 
ue N auſe an uniyerſal Liberty would undo us; and indeed 
er, ! find few Actions prohibited beſides thoſe, that either 
debauch Health, croſs upon Reaſon, or undermine So- 
clety : Now, who cannot be pleas d, unleſs he prepares 
Work for the Doctor, unleſs he revels away his Wits, or 
whinges the whole Frame of Commerce, and Converſa- 
ton, deſerves like Lyons or Bears to be hunted our of 
\- on Wa e 
d, A Chriſtian may pretend to ſome Enjoyment in this 
& MW Vorld, wichout forfeiting his Claim to the Delights of the 
1s adber; if Providence ha $furniſh'd him with an Eſtate, 
Ide may both keep it, and uſe it too; nay he may take 
| M 4 thoſe 
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eſt, to improve it; he may aſpire handlomely to » 
r Poſt, and clap on his Coach a Coronet, if j, 
can procure a Patent; he may ear wholſome Food, an, 
drink good Wine; ſo he does not clog his Stomach, ng 
offend his Brain: Indeed he muſt beware of Excels, ani 
this, methinks, is no great Encroachment on his Free. 
dom, no great Confinement to his Diverſion ; for cer. 
rainly à Surfeit is not very entertaining; and a fit g 
Drunkenneſs is no charming Trance to any but to th 
Spectators: If a Chriſtian racks bis Brain, ſhrinks his 
Purſe, or weakens his Body with amorous Intreague, 
he paſſes his Commiſſion : But then he has the Freedom 
to marry ; and what will be the Difference between him 
and an Atheiſt; but that this dotes on a Miſtreſs, and the 
other places his Affections 6n a Wife; that the one ſatis 
fies Senſe at the Expence of Duty; and the other join; 
Dury with Pleaſure :*So that upon the whole, unleſs Sin 
be the only charming Circumſtance, and that nothing cu 
atifie Senſe, unleſs it invades our Innocence, your Ad. 
vantage over us is inconſiderable: But then, we have & 
ther Advantages that balance this; our Pleaſures ar 
clean, untainted, and (what is more valuable) innocent; 
we enjoy em without Scruple, without Remorſe, be. 
cauſe without Offence ; they are neither mix'd with Fear, 
nor Shame; nor are they follow'd by Repentance; they 
bear the Teſt of Conſcience, and dare ſtand a Trial a 

God's Tribunal. n 
[beo. It this be all, we ſtand on equal Ground: My 
Conſcience enjoys a continual Calm; it ſleeps as ſoundly 
as if ir had taken an Opiare, and always comes to the 

Lure of my Deſires. | | 

 Euſeb, You are flipt into a Fit of Bantering ſure; a 
uier Conſcience to an Atheiſt is very extraordinary: 
No, no, Sir, in Spire of Debauchery and Infidelity too, 
it will ſtruggle, ir will rurn upon you, when ir finds you 
alone, and fly in your Face: A Doſe of Claret may lay 
it a ſleep, the Noiſe of Company, and the Tumults of 
Paiſfion may drown its Voice, or put a ftop to its Cl 
mours ; but when the Fumes are ſettled; when the Com- 
pany withdraws and Paſſion runs in its own Channel; 
it reads you unpleaſant Lectures of Shame and Horrour; 
ir opens a full Proſpect of Hell, ir enlivens Fear, it cal 
| | upon 


thoſe Meaſures. which Prudence, and Juſtice ſhall ſy, 
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upon Deſpair, and coajures up a Barrallion of Fiends to 
haunt you. Tell me, Theomachus, when the Candles are 
extinguiſh'd, and Sleep flies from your Eyes; when the 
Fire of Wine has boyl'd up your Blood into a ſmall Fe- 
yer ; are you not nouns with Doubts, and hagg'd with 
Apprehenfions ? nar, what if there be a God, ring 
2 diſmal Knell in your Ears? And roſs the Diſeaſe from 
your Head ro your Heart? Would you not purchaſe an 
Aſſurance, that there is no God ; no Reckoning with a 
Lordſhip ? . 

* Theo, Such Thoughts ſomerimes hover about me; but 
they ſpring from Cuſtom and Education. I was brought 
up a Chriſtian, and imbued with all the Principles of 
that Perſwaſion; I ſuck'd in from the Cradle thoſe fright- 


full Notions of Judgment and Hell; and Time has not 


deen able to wear our thoſe diſmal Ideas: The firſt 
Tincture ſticks cloſe, and the Errours of Youth are ſel- 
dom forgotten: Bur others who have had the good For- 
une to meet with a more free Education, laugh at the 
Apparitions of thoſe childiſh Bug- bears, firſt created by 
Nurſes, and then kept up by Fancy. 

Euſeb. Thele dreadful Spectres neither owe their Be- 
ing to Education, Nurſes nor Fancy; they are very real 
Things: Nature has ſtampd the Belief of em in our 
Soul, nor is Atheiſm able to deface them: Theſe Sparks 
who have not lain under their Diſcipline; who have 
rang d about the Iſland from their Youth, like the Barba- 
tous Braſilians in the Wilderneſs of America; or wild 
Aſſes on the Mountains, without Reſtraint, without In- 
ſtruction; may hector Conſcience, but cannot gag it: In 
ipite of Debauchery it will ſometimes upbraid, it will 
N Crimes before their Faces, and muſter up all the 
Forces of Guilt and Puniſument to torment em. 

Tell an Atheiſt, you have a Demonſtration againſt the 
Being of a God; the bare Propoſal quickens him; ir 
pours into him a new Supply of Yigour and Activity; ir 
{weetens his Nature and throws off the miſty Vapours of 
Spleen and Melancholy: Pray why ſuch Joy at the very 
Apprehenſion of no God? Is it ſo welcome News to hear 
that he muſt drop into Nothing? And take Leave of Exi- 
ſtence when he bids adieu to Life? No certainly: But 
Atheiſts know, if there be a God, they muſt once ap- 


pear at his Tribunal, 8 | 
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the Iſſue of their Cauſe upon the Juſtice of his Sen- 
tence» Now, why ſhould they fear ro be condemn'd, un. 
leſs they know they have done ill? And how can they 
dread Puniſhmerit without trembling at the Crime? Wh 
live up to the Preceprs of - Chriſtianity fear no future Evil, 
becaule they act none here; they apprehend no Puniſh. 
ment, becauſe they deſerve none. Such à Security is a. 
bove Price; ir exceeds the ſparkling Diadems of the Ce. 
fars, and all the brutiſn Pleaſutes of the Arheifts, 'Tis 
above the Value of Gold or Diamonds, and can only be 
purchas d by Verne. f 1 5H K 5 | | | *$ of 
Beſides, tha we caft the other World out of the Que. 
ſtion: Chaſtity/ Modeſty, and Tempetance ate honou- 
rable Qualifications ; they draw Efteem, Reſpect and Ve. 
neratioa from the moſt vieious; for all eſteem Virtue, 
tho they will Hot go to the Charge of the Purchaſe; 
No, tho we fhould 'come ſhort of Heaven, tis ſome 
Satisfaction to think that at leaſt we may leave a wor- 
muy Memory t0 After ages ; chat our Vertue may ſtand 
upon Record to whe laſt Moment of Time; and that out 


Names will not ſleep-by us in the Grave. Epicurus felt 


not the Fits of Stone or | Gout, when he medlitated on 
the Applanfe, Poſterity would give his Writings: This 
imaginary Pleaſnre drown d his real Pains, and made him 
enjoy 4 Paradiſe in Torments: The Violence of the Tran- 
ſporr, either mortify d his Senſe, or inſpirited his Mind. 
Diegeuar preferr'd Glory before ſcandalous Delights; and 
tbe very Appearance of Vertue before Liberriniſm : He 
thought it worth bis white to tie himſelt up to hard 
Uſage, to ſilenee the Clamouts of Paſſions, and to leave 
bkbind him glorieus Inſtances of Temperance, and Mo- 
detatian chat he might make a Figure in Annals, and 
raiſe the Fame af vis Tub higher than the Trophies of 
Aiman: And "Indeed; there is a vaſt Difference be- 
teen the* Delights of Senſe, and, thoſe of the Mind; 
rhoſe depehd on various Circamftances, and muſt touch 
the Organ ro pleuſe ir: Perfanies in Arabia cannot affect 
my Noſe; ac a Ragout in Japan regale my Palate; But 
the Pleaſares of the Mind move in 4 larger Compass; 
rhey ackad Diflance;" arid are neither canfin d to Place, nor 
Situation 1 By a certain Spell of natural Magick, it rai- 
ſes up paſt Pieaſures; and feaſts it ſelf with Futurities: 
cam pleaſe my ſelf wittr a Thing char is paſt, and frame 
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entertaining Thoughts of what is to come: And this Pri- 
vilege good Men poſſeſs; they perceive a preſent Satil- 
faction, that they have ſecur d their Memory from Oblo- 
quy and Detraction; and that when they expire, their 
Actions will ftand up in Defence of their Integrity: If 
we throw theſe two Advantages in the Balance, our Con- 
dition will not be worſe than yours; we ſhall ar leaſt 


off the Stage like wiſe Men; and you will jump into No- 


thing like Fools. But tho we grant Atheiſts and Latitu- 
dinarians lead more pleaſant Lives than Chriſtians; this 
cannot prejudice our Conduct: For ſtill tis true, that all 
is little, ſuperficial, and inconfiderable, that muſt end. 


Wherefore to conclude ; if it be true that when two uncer- 


tain Propoſitions lie before me, I am obliged by all the Laws 
of Prudence to chuſe that which will turn to my Advantage 
if True, and cannot prejudice me if it chance to be Fel 3 
you muſt confeſs, that tho we are miſtaken in our Suc- 
ceſs, we are not in our Choice; and that we are rather 
unfortunate, than imprudent. ti 

Theo, Well; ſuppoſe all this true: I am not one Step 
nearer my Converſion than before. 

Euſeb. That is very ſtrange. I have drawn out a Map 
of your Miſtakes : I have balancd your Hopes, with 
your Fears, your Hazard with your Gain; I have made 
it clear ro Evidence, that your Conduct paſſes Madneſs 
and Extravagance : Is not this ſufficient ro perſwade you 
to alter it? Has Folly ſo violent Attractives? Or Frenzy 
ſuch unconquerable Charms ? Is it better to burn erer- 
nally for a Miſtake, than to go to the Charge of cor- 
tecting ir ? 

Theo, Believe me, Euſebius, J am not dotingly fond of 
Errors that coſt ſo dear: I would willingly caſt em off, 
were it in my Power; but you know, that to ſerve God 
with a Doubt of his Being, is no leſs criminal, than ro 
deny him: Now I cannot ftretch my Faith ro Firmneſs os 
Certitude; I muſt waver on Doubts, and float on Suſpi- 
cions; for my Underſtanding is not at command; it lies 
not under the Diſcipline of the Will; Evidence alone has 
the Power to bend it: I confeſs I want Evidence, and if 
you'll help me to a handſome Doſe, I'll return the Fa- 
vour with Gratitude. 

uſeb. Were you not educated in Chriſtianity ? 

Theo, I way, ; | 

Enſch, 
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Euſeb. Did you not then believe the Exiſtence of , 
God, and all the high Myſteries of Chriſtianity without 
Doubrs or Fears ? 

Theo. I did, COA 

Euſeb. When you grew in Years, did you never make 
an Enquiry into Religion? Did you nor take the Pains to 
inform your ſelf why you believed, as well as what you 
believed? Did you take all upon Truſt ? And owe your 
Faith to the Font alone, or to the Climate? 

Theo, I paſs d a great Part of my Life in Retirement; 
and made Reading both my Employment and Pleaſure ; 
bur eſpecially I levelld my Study at rhoſe things that 
were rather profitable, than diverting ; and contributed 
more to my future Happineſs, than my preſent Sarisfacti- 
on. Among theſe (I thought then) that Religion took 
the firſt Place; and in this View I fell upon Polemicks 
with Eagerneſs ; and continued ſome time with a never. 
interrupted Application: My Progreſs anſwered my Ex- 
pectation; I fanſied I could defend my Religion againſt 
all Opponents, and convince any Man, if it were not e- 
vidently true, that twas at leaſt evidently credible : To 
be plain ; I never doubred of any Article, and always 
ſuſpected his Judgment or Morals that did. 

Euſeb. Perchance thoſe Motives have given your Me- 

mory the Slip, perchance Time and little Reflection has 

6 ſallied their Luſtre, and impaird the Force of their 
ivity. | : 

Theo, No, I have them all before me: But, methinks, 
they have another Face; they want their former Brisk- 
neſs and Vigour ; they ſtrike but faintly on the Brain; 
and tho they move the Underſtanding, they cannot ſer- 
tle it: Their Evidence is ſunk ſo low, that it ſcarce holds 

up to Probability. | 

'  Euſeb, Upon Examen and ſecond Thoughts; have you 
diſcover d Sophiſtry ? Have they fail'd under Examen, 
or ſhrunk under a due Tryal of Logick ? 
_ © Theo, Indeed I never put them on the Rack; not 
brought them to the Teſt of Reaſon : Bur I have read in 
modern Authors ſuch home Arguments againſt the Being 
3 a God, chat tis impoſſible there ſhould be any ſuch 
Thing. 

Euſeb. Hold Theomachus, you take Things by the falſe 
Handle; and begin at the wrong End. You had * 
9 | N 
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for the Being of a God, for the Truth of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, thar flaſhr Conviction ſo ſtrongly, rhar they could 
not be reſiſted with Prudence: Now, in turning over A- 
cheiſtical Neotericks, you ſtumble on ſome Excepti- 
ons: One cannot reconcile God's Juſtice with his Mercy; 
this leems to fall foul upon that: Another can neither 
look back to the firſt Moment of his Eternity, nor graſſ 
bis Immenſity, nor comprehend his Immutability: 
Third is our of Conceit with his Government: Were 
there a God (ſays he) this would happen, and that would 
not; the whole Management of the World argues 
Chance, rather than Wiſdem, and wants either Forecaſt 
or Power: Hence they conclude, 'tis impoſſible there ſhould 
he a God; Therefore there is none: Blind Worms! who 
are overpower'd with the Beams of a Planer, and dare fix 
their Eyes upon the Sun ; they khow not themſelves ; 
and yet would comprehend their Maker: Alas! there is 
nothing ſo mean, but has ſomewhar above us. We fall 
under the Weighr of a Straw, and are not able to diſſect 
a Flie, or to anatomize a-Glow-worm. Could I com- 
prehend God, I would ſcorn ro adore him: The very No- 
tion of an infinite Being, implies Obſcuriry ; and Reaſon 
tells me that an Underſtanding confin'd to Limits, can 
never take a full View of a Thing that has none. Look 
you, Sir, you muſt not turn your Back to plain Truths, 
becauſe you cannor anſwer ſome untoward Queſtions a- 
bout em. Tho' you ſub-pana a Thouſand * 
their Evidence will not be allowed of in the Court of 
Reaſon, againſt poſitive Demonſtrations; for we ſeldom 
meet with any thing ſo manifeſt, that does not put Rea- 
ſon to a puzzle on tome Occaſions. ⁊eno argued himſelf 
out of the Exiſtence of Motion, as you have run your 
ſelf out of the Belief of a Deity. Motion, ſays he, s impoſ- 
ſible, therefore there is no ſuch thing: But his Speculation 
was not receivable againſt clear Matter of Fact; and Dio- 
genes would nor diſpute, but walk d him out of his Error. 
We lay before you a Hundred Arguments, that prove the 
Exiſtence of a God; you neither diſcover Weakneſs in 
the Principles, nor Error in the Concluſion 3 but very 
fairly ſtep over em, and fall upon God's Attributes: You 


rifle his Conduct, and canvaſs his Proceedings; and then 


becauſe your purblind Reaſon is put to a Nonplus and 
baffl d in the Inquiry, you conclude his Eſſence 5s 1 


bi- 
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Poſſibilities would be drawn up in a narrow Compaſs, if 
all things were impoſſible that confounds our Underſtand. 
ing: Follow my Advice, Gentlemen, reform your Man- 
ners if you intend to believe. 

Theo, Had 1 Faith, Virtue would follow: But how 
can I mortiſie Appetite, when I have no Aſſurance either 
of Reward or Puniſhment. | 

Eyſeb. Quite contrary + Bid farewell to your Crimes, 
and then you will have no Difficulty to believe; whilſt 
tis your Intereſt there ſhould be no God; that Chriſtia- 
niry ſhould. be an Impoſture; you will believe neither; 
for Intereſt ſways our Judgment, as well as ir commands 
our Actions, and Demonſtration it ſelf is leſs perſwafive : 
Tis an Error to think our Will has no Juriſdiction over 
our Reaſon ; it exerciſes its Tyranny every day over that 
noble Faculty; it treats it like a Slave, rather than a 
Princeſs ; and Atheiſts commit Rapes upon their Reaſon, 
as well as upon the Sex: Do you not believe you were 
lawfully begotten ? 

| Theo. 1 do. 

Eaſeb. And yet you have only your Mother's word for 
it: Bug ſhould ſhe declare the contrary ; I ſuſpect you 
would not pay the ſame Deference to her Authority: 
Now, why do you believe her in the one Caſe with ſo 
much Eaſineſs ? Why do you disbelieve her in the other? 
I ſuppoſe her Negatzves are not leſs credible than her Af 
firmatives ; and that ſhe deſerves Belief when ſhe denies, 
as well as when ſhe affirms, Here is the Difference: 'Tis 
your intereſt to be lawfully begotren ; and to be thought 
ſo: On this account you enter upon your Father's Eſtate, 
and his Titles: Bur then to come in at the Back- door is 
a mortifying Diſadvantage ; it cuts off the Night to Suc- 
ceſſion, and beſides throws an Aſperſion on your Perſon: 
Now, the the Moti ves in both Caſes are the ſame, the 
Will byaſs d by Intereſt rides the Underſtanding; and 
forces it to aſſent tothe firſt, and to diſſent from the ſecond: 
If you-ſhake off ill Habirs; if you walk within the Bounds 

of Moderation and "Femperance, and confine your 
Thoughts and Actions to what is lawful ; you will pre- 
ſently look upon God, and Religion, as things advanta- 
geous to you; becauſe one promiſes Rewards, and the o- 
ther will pay em; and then prudential Motives by the 
power of the Will, can eaſily draw, and fix the Under- 
| derſtanding 
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tanding in the Belief of Truths you now boggle at: But 


if you perſevere in Lewdneſs, and make over your Heart 
10 Licentiouſneſs; if you dare not look another World in 
the Face, nor take a ſurvey. of Hell without almoſt feel- 
ing the Pains ;. you will never firmly believe there is a 
God, nor frame any tolerable Notion of Religion; for a 
table and ſettled Perſwaſion of thoſe Things, runs ſo con- 
rrary to your preſent Intereſt, that the Will in Spight of 
Evidence it ſelf, will fool the Underſtanding ; and either 
withdraw its Attention from the Confideration of the Ar- 
ument, or by ſome lie Trick of Legerdemain delude it: 
o Man in the World ever deny'd a God before he fear'd 
bim; he firſt deſery'd Damnation, and then thruſt Juſtice 
our of Being: And ſo, Eudoxius, I fancy you quarrel'd 
with the Morals of Chriſtianity, before you fell out with 
the Creed ; and all Religions .then only began to pleaſe 
you, When Reſtraint became cumberſome, However, 
Thromachus, in our following Conference I will attack 
your Underſtanding ; and I hope to propoſe ſo ftrong 
> tis as will be able ro fix it in the Belief of a 
In the mean time diſmiſs Pride, and turn off Prejudice; 
this blinds Reaſon, and that over-looks it; the one will 
not ſee Truth, nor the other ſtoop to embrace it: You 
muſt not ſearch after Truth as if you fear 'd to find it, 
luch Purſuits are nothing but Ceremony and Grimace; 
they are Symptoms both of Folly and Obſtinacy, and in- 
fallible Marks that you have ſome ſiniſtrous Deſign, either 
to put a Cheat upon your. ſelf, or to caſt Scorn and Con- 
tempt upon your Adverſary. Thoſe Arguments I ſhall 
propoſe, examine in God's Name; diſſect the whole Diſ- 
courſe ; weigh the Principles; meaſure the Inferences by 
all the Rules of Mood and Figure: But then fall not up- 
on Criticiſm, as if your whole Buſineſs were to find 
Faults, not Truths; to quarrel with em, not to aſſent: 
Suppoſe em not Counterfeit, before you have brought 
em to the Touch-ſtone : Again, pray remember there is 
a great Difference between Words and a good Solution: 
To return an Anſwer, is not to enervate a Proof; we 
may talk much, without talking to the Purpoſe ; and ho- 
ver about a Queſtion, without coming up to the Point: 
And as you muſt take Care not to be too great in your 
own Opinion, {o others muſt not be too little: For =_ 
| - corn 
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ſcorn to learn of thoſe they contemn: And beſides, thi 
leaſt Intelligence from ſuch a Quarter, will be thought 
raged ik For we meaſure the Force of Arguments by 
the Abilities of the Propoſer, and always preſume they 
cannot riſe above his Height that made them; ſo that if 
we under-rate 'an Adverſary, we ſhall by a neceſſary 
Conſequence deſpiſe his Reaſons : For a ſmall Prepoſſel. 
fion creates ill Notions, and theſe byaſs the Judgment, 
and give a wrong turn to the Scale. 
But above all chings; implore the Succour of that 
Being, whoſe Exiſtence you doubt of: Tell him you 
are in Queſt of his Exiſtence, not only to know his Per. 
fections, but to adore his Majeſty, to love his Goodneſs, 
and to ſue for Mercy. Deſire him with Tears and Sighs, 
to diſpel thoſe Miſts that darken the Underſtanding, and 
to daſh in Pieces thoſe Chains of Senſuality that fetter the 
Will; that you may be ſo fortunate as to ſee the Truth 
of his Being, and ſo Courageous as to embrace it: Por 
the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers the Diſpoſition of the 
Subject: All the Light in Nature will make no Impreſſ. 
on on a diſorderd Eye: Fire may conſume a Membet 
ſtruck with the Palſie, but cannot heat it into Senſation; 
and Demonſtration may ſhine upon the Underſtanding, 
bur this will remain in Darkneſs, and grope in Obſcurit, 
unleſs rhe Will be pur in Order; and the Veils of Preju- 
dice, Pride, and Licentiouſneſs be remav'd : Now, this 
is the Buſineſs of Grace, which God will ſend to 
your Aſſiſtance, if you ask it with Patience, and Sinceri- 
ty: Bur if you will live en your own Fund, if you will 
engage with a Reſolution nor to yield; or diſpute meerly 
to overcome; you will live an Infidel, and die a Repro- 
bare: All Arguments will only ſerve ro harden your 
Heart, to inflame your Guilt, and heighten your Obſti 
nacy. 


——_— — 
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DIALOGUE ui. 
Eudoxus 3s not ſatisfy'd with Theomachus's Anſvveri. 


— — 


Frer ſome Civilicies, Eaſebius took leave of his Adver 
ſaries, and Theomachus conducted him to bis voy 
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he promiſed ro ink the next Day, and to carry on the 


Converſation : In the mean time Eudoxus found himſelt 
in ſome Dilorder above Stairs: This Conference had bat- 
ter d his Confidence, awak'd his Conicience, and alarm'd 
his Fears: He had only enlarg d his Belief to make Room 
for Debauchery, and would needs fave all Men not to 
damn himſelf: Reſtraint was his beſt Argument againſt 
the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Religion for Salvation, and no- 
thing drew him into ſuch a Latitude of Belief, but an un- 
controul'd Liberty of Acting: But when he heard from 
Euſebius the Danger he run, and the Hazzard he expos d 
himſelf to; he found his Blood in a Ferment, and all the 
Faculties of his Soul in an Uproar: He walk d about the 
Room in ſuch a muſing Poſture, that Theomachus (now 
rerurn'd) could not tell what to make of this mute Scene: 
His Motion repreſented a Farce; his Looks a Tragedy; 
and both ſeem d extraordinary amazing. What, ſaid Theo- 
machus, are you wrapt in an Extaſie, and fallen over 
Head and Ears into Speculation > What, turn'd Philoſo- 
pher ex tempore p Your Face bas no Metaphyſical Turn; 
lay down the Diſguiſe, and put on your Shape, you make 
an odd Figure in Maſquerade. | 

Eudox. Is Seriouſneſs ſo unbecoming ? I am ſorry to 
hear Gravity Grs ſo unhandſomely upon me, and that I 
cannot put on a thinking Countenance, without acting the 
Commedian: However I hope you will excuſe me; your 
Conference has given me ſome Reaſon to look demurely, 

Theom, With all my Heart, upon Condition you'll not 
turn thinking into a Practice; for, I tell you again, a Stoi- 
cal Comportment agrees ill with your Conſtitution, and 
a contemplative Humour will ſoure the Blood, and caſt 
you into Fits of the Hypocondry. Methinks, I can read 
the Subject of your Meditation on your Face: I have tra- 
rell'd far in Phiſiognomy, and have drawn up a Map of 
that Country: In fine, Sir, the Aſpect is fitted up for 
Converſation, as well as the Tongue; and like the Spar- 
tans comprehends much in a little; ir explains a Man's 
Mind more clear, than one can ſpeak it: You are now an- 
villing out ſome petry Revenge againſt Euſebius, and in- 
deed he deſerves a Mortification for his Sophiſtry: He 
talks with ſuch a magiſterial Confidence, as if he vented 
nothing but Evidence: He is a kind of ſpiritual Hector, 


and banters People into —_— and Slavery; he has 
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an impoſing Air, and varniſhes his Reaſons with ſuch AC. 
ſurance, that unthinking Gentlemen miſtake one for the 
other: But you ſaw how I teaſed him. Dt 35 

Eudox. I cannot tell what Judgment you frame of this 
Morning's Conteſt, bur I counſel you not to crow or cry 
Victoria; let it pa's for a drawn Battel; he may other. 
wile think of the Preis, and if the Action rakes Air and 
appears in View, perchance the Publick may pronounce 
againſt you. We are often fond of our own Exploits, and 
eaſily turn the Advantages upon our ſelves; whereas, God 


knows, impartial Readers may give it to our Adverſaries; 


and lay Diſhonour at our Doors. I muſt owr, I wiſh you 
had done your Part better, or that Exſebius had done his 
worle: I find my interior in a Flame : I feel an unknown 
War in my Breaft : Your Converſation has rais d it; my 
Fears are enliven d, and tho' 1 am not in Hell, methinks, 
I deſerve it. Ko The 

. Theom, Certainly you rave, you have a Feveriſh Di. 
ſtemper upon you, andthe malign Humour has ſeaz d up- 
on the Brain: I never ſaw a Man before, ſound under an 
Argument, or diſcours'd into a Calenture : You take Ap- 

rehenſions for Things, and turn a good Nature into an 


xecutioner : Your Troubles are bur Dregs of Educati- 


on, or airy Spirits that riſe from Prejudice: Time will 
wear em out, or Courage will dant em; bear up with 

- Reſolution, and you'll ſcare your Frights, and look thoſe 
dreadful Bugbears our of Countenance. 

Eudox. I had rather you would reaſon em out of Coun- 
tenance: Uncertainty has begor em; and I fancy Cer- 
tainty would deftroy em. Ah Theomachus ! If there be 2 
God, you are undone; and if Chriſtianity be the only 
Saving Religion, I am undone alſo. | 
' Theom. Fie, Fie: I took you for a Man of Parts; for 
a Man above Fear, and out of the Reach of Apprehenſi- 
on. I tell you there is no God, and by Conſequence that 
Chriſtianity is nothing but pure Mummery and Impo- 
ſture: Tis a Poetical Engin, fram'd by crafty Stateſmen 
to heave Men into their Duty. | 

Eudoæ. But did you not confeſs ro Euſebius, that you 
were certain of neither ? 

Theom. Prithee ask no Queſtions: Let us take a turn 
ro the Blue-Poſts : Canary clears more Controverſies in an 
Hour, than Diſputes in an Age: A Glaſs of good — 
* 2 ö F - C 
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carries off a Doubt in a Trice, and I have found by 
Experience that Fears are ſooner drunk, than reaſon d 
way. | 
1 2. The preſent Buſineſs is too ſerious to be deba- 
ted in a Tavern; and I had rather argue, than laugh 
with you. If I comprehend Euſebius right, we are in 
il Circumſtances: For tho it happen that we are nothing 
in the next World, we are without peradventure Fools 
in this For, look you Sir; both our Tenets are very 
uncertaln, and by legal Inference may be falſe; if they 
are, what will become of us? Can any Creature fink 
into a more deſperate Misfortune, than we ſhall certainly 
meet with.? Can we loſe more than by forfeiting all? 
Or can we ſuffer more, than when we fry in Flames 
for an Eternity? I confeſs this Eternity ftrikes a Damp 
through every Joint: I dare nor play with Thunder, nor 
ſtand the Stroak of rhe Omnipotent. On the other ſide, 
tho the other Tenets prove true; what are we the 
better? Firſt, thoſe pleaſures we pretend to, ate as un- 
certain, as that Hell we now ridicule ; as that Heaven 
we burleſque. Second]y, Suppoſe they were moſt cer- 
tain, they are not able to render us happy when we Die, 
not content whilſt we Live; they only ſerve to engender 
Diſeaſes, to provoke Conſcience, and to ptey upon out 
Eſtates : They are things beneath a Rational. Creature, 
not worth enjoying, nor even the contending for: Now 
ſeeing there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos between our Hopes 
and our Fears; ſuch a monſtrous Diſproportion between 
our Lols and our Gain, how is it poſſible for Men, to 
ſwerve more palpably from the Common Dictamens of 
Prudence than we. | 

Theom, I tell you, the Immortality of the Soul is 4 
meer Floutiſh of Fancy. Tis a Platonical Idea form'd 
at Athens, ſome Thouſands of Yeats ago, and wafted 
from beyond Seas in our Smirna Fleet. 

Eudox, Could you prove your Afertion, my fears 
would be at an End: I would laugh at my preſent 
Frights, and ſport with thoſe Flames I rremble at. I 
am not yet cloy'd with Liberty, nor ſurfeited with Mirth ; 
nor ara I fo beſotted with pleaſures of Senſe, as to 
——— Fire and Brimſtone for their Sake: But 
jou have granted to Euſebius, that this very Point has 
0 more Ceftainty; than 9 -m Exiſtence of a Deity * 

St 
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So chat tho you Name it a Fable; for ought we know 
ir may be a real Story. | 

Theom, Bur do you remember I told Euſebius, that 

a totrering Belief of a God, or of Chriſtianity, would 
not do our Turns, tho' we bridled our Paſſions, and 
bound up our Appetite ro Penance and Morrification: 
Now if you have in ſtore an Argument, that can convey 
Conviction, impart it to your ſelf, and ſtand to the 
Belief of Chriſtianity with Reſolution : Bur if you hae 
nor, and there be a Hell; a wavering Faith, tho' waited 
on by all the Vertues of the moſt rigid Recluſe, conduds 
you ro Deſtruction, as ſurely as Debauchery : Of the 
two give me therefore a pleaſant Lite, and a wretched 
Eternity, rather than a miſerable Life, and a miſerable 
Eternity; for of two Evils I am for the leſs, 

Eudox. I confeſs J am ar a loſs for ſuch an Argument; 
yer my Mind gives me, that Induſtry may make a Dil. 
covery, either for the one Side, or for the other: That i 
we may fall upon a Medium that will unriddle the My: 
ſtery ; and either certainly convince us, that all the 
Dreads and Terrors of a future State are Fiction and Im- 

poſture, or that they are real Things; for if the Caſe 
ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tempted ra Timonize, and 
clap a Satyr upon our whole Species : I ſhould break 
irs Scutchion, and throw its Titles of Honour upon Bear, 
Lyons, and Tygers : For certainly Man with his pompous 
and magnificent Prerogatives of Reaſon, would fink be- 
lo the Level of the vileſt Inſet ; becauſe his Lot would 
be Fear, and tormenting Thoughts here; and perchance 
more tormenting Fire hereafter: Beaſts, poor Creatures, 
neither waſte their Spirits with the rowring Prerentions 
of Place, nor Precedency ; nor with the carking Appetite 


of Having, nor with the troubleſome Apprehenſion of 


Loſing: Their Care neither looks backward nor foward; 
their only Labour is ro fence againſt the preſent Neceſſi 
ty ; they neither expect any Advantage from the furure, 
nor any Misfortune ; they deſire not to be better, not 
fear to be worſe: They gently glide down the Tide of 
Nature, and ſail down contentedly with the Current of 
Inclination: All their Pains and Pleaſure expire wich 
their Life, and when their Taper is ſpent, and burnt 
within the Socket; they lay down to ſleep, and evapo- 
rate into nothing: But alas! poor Man, is tantaliz d _— 

wy plea- 
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leaſant Dreams of a future Felicity, and haunted wirh 
frighrful Spectres of never-ending Miſeries; yer accord- 
ing to your new Theology, he is not able ro diſcover 
whether theſe Things have any real Being, bur in Ima- 
gination: What is this but to hang him on the Tenters ? 
Bur to ſtretch him on the Torture? And to make his 
chief Priviledge , Reaſon, ſubſervient to his Torment ? 
There may be a God (ſay you) a Hell, a Heaven, and 
one only ſaving Religion: If theſe things are true, and 
we live as if they were falſe, we are loſt : On the other 
fide, if they are falſe, and we check Appetite, and con- 
form our Actions to the moſt rigid Morality ; we la- 
bour in vain, and take Pains to meer with Diſappoint- 
ment: Bur then again, if they chance to be true; tho. 
ve live piouſly, if we believe nor ſtedfaſtly, our Buſine ſs 
is done: We muſt pitch our Tents with the Libertines 
and Atheiſts, and. keep Company with the unfortunate 
Fry of the Reprobate. Iis true, could we believe with- 
out Doubts, a little Mortification of our Paſſions, ſome 
Reſtraint upon Appetite, might ſecure us; But this (you 
fy) is impoſſib e, becauſe there are not to be found in 
Nature, Motives ſufficient to ſettle our Judgments in a 
frm Belief, either of a Deity or of Religion; ſo that in 
Spight of Fare, of Prudence and Vertue, poor Men muſt 
2ponize here under all the dreadful Convulſions of Fear; 
and (if there be a God) under the Weight of his Revenge 
hereafter : This is a murdering Doctrine Theomachus ; 
and if true, you muſt conclude, that Nature is a Step- 
Mother to Man; and that God created him in his Fury; 
that he grac'd him with Knowledge, to fir him up for 
Miſery : Let us rather ſay, we may find ſome Thread, 
if we take the Pains to look about us, to guide us out of 
this wandering Labyrinth : We may dive into Things, 
till we fall upon Certainty; and diſcover whether Impo- 
[ture lies on our Side, or theirs who oppoſe our Principles: 
But Sir, I have (I fear) treſpaſs d upon your Patience 
and perchance good Breeding alſo : Bur pray charge my 
Diſorder with theſe Failings, and rake an Excufe for 
Atonement, | 
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DIALOGUE M. 


' Eudoxus unſatisfied with the Diſcourſe of Theonꝝ. 
chus, goes to Euſebius. | 
Udoxus return'd to his Lodgings with a heavy Hear 
He gave Scope to his Fancy, which warm d with 
rhe Morning Diſpute , was become ungovernable: |: 
flew from one diſmal Apprehenſion to another, till a 
length it wandred into Hell, and drew our all the Ter. 
rors of that wrerched Region ro ſcare him; The Con. 
templation of that Place of Torment, of Fire, Darknek 
and Deſpair, ſqueez d out Tears, Sighs and Lament 
tions. Woe be ro me, ſaid he, when I die here to Plex. 
ſure, if I live hereafter ro eternal Pains ; This may be 
my Fare, and certainly will be, if Chriſtianity be the oi. 
ty ſaving Religion, and there be any Puniſhment for In. 
fidelity: I ſay it will be; unleſs I lay aſide both Doubt 
and Lewdneſs : This is an Affair of the higheſt Con- 
ſequence ; ir deſerves my Sollicitude, and will reward my 
Labour with Intereſt, which way ſoever it turns. I wil 
therefore think of no other Buſineſs, till J have brought 
this to a happy Concluſion: By the Succeſs of this! 
muſt ſtand or fall. ö | 
The Reſolution was taken; but he ſoon found himſelf 
in an unknown Region, without Stars, Map or Guide w 
ſteer his Courle by: He purſued Certainty, but knew 
not in what Part of the Globe it dwelt, or where to ad- 
dreſs himſelf for Direction. Firſt, he thought to fal 
upon Reading; for Books being the Product of Time 
and mature Thoughts, are generally poliſh'd ; they tel 
us how far our Underſtanding can go towards the Dilco- 
very of Truth; and leaving Impertinencies behind, draw 
off the Spirits and Eſſence from the Subject: Bur ther 
he was at a Puzzle about the Choice: Bad Books (ſaid 
he) are as contagious as lewd Company; and (what 5 
worſe) more frequent, and more affecting; for they ate 
ſer off with luſcious Expreſſions, and with quaint Lan- 
age, which carries down the Poyſon with Pleaſure: 
ike Ladies, they never appear in Publick, but under 4 
gaudy Dreſs ; and care is taken ta waſh over the Foulnels 
of rhe Subject with a pleaſing Tarniſh ; A Man may 
: Re | ..: MY 
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well learn Chaſtity in the Stews, Temperance in Taverns, 
Honeſty in Newgate, Meekneſs among Hectors, and the 
Beliet of a God among Atheiſts, as Chriſtianity among 
theſe wretched Pamphlers. An ill Subject well handled, 
doubles the Danger of reading it; the Miſchief riſes with 
the Wit, and infects in Proportion ro the Art of the 
Author. In fine, he was tols d from Reſolution to Re- 
ſolution, without knowing which to reſolve on; till at 
ength he reflected of Euſebius: Tis true, he had no Ac- 
quaintance with the Gentleman: But being taken with 
his Mornings Diſcourſe, he was ſatisfied of his Capa- 
city, and judg d favourably of his Probity. Theſe Con- 
fderations made him break through all Difficulties, and 
the preſent Aches of his Mind, added Wings to the De- 
fre of finding a Lenitive. 

He went therefore out of Hand to Euſebiuss Lodgings, 
2nd laid open the State of his Interiour; he conjur'd him 
by all that's ſacred to lend his Aſſiſtance; and if poſſible, 
to cure that Wound, himſelf had made: He ſpoke with 
a Vehemency, that eaſily perſwaded Euſebius he was 
in Earneſt ; and his Suit was too juſt to receive a De- 
nial, ; | 
Sir, ſaid Euſebius, you have addrefs'd vour ſelf to a 
Perlon, that is perchance leſs able, than willing to afliſt 
you: I affure you of my Readineſs ; the Iſſue muſt an- 
ſwer for my Ability. I am glad (pardon the Expreiſion) 
of: your Diſtemper : When we feel the Diſeaſe, there is 
Hopes of a Cure ; bur when we have no ſenſe of our 
Condition, tis time to think of a Coffin. Neither ſpurn, 
nor kick at Providence for this paintul Uſage : The O- 
peration (no doubt) is ſharp, but withal neceſſary : 
Health of the Body is nor recovered without Pain; an 
Impoſthume calls for a Lance, and Oppletion for unpa- 
latable Evacuatories. The ſame Methods are applicable 
to Diſeaſes of the Soul: Whilſt Conſcience ſuffers De- 
bauchery without Murmur, without Complaint ; whilſt 
we enjoy a profound Peace within us, in the midſt of 
Crimes, as well as of Innocence, we find no Inclination 
0 reform: That falſe Tranquility lulls us aſleep, it 
keeps ſerious Reflections at a Diſtance, and perſuades 
our fooliſh Credulity, that no Danger threatens us, be- 
uſe we apprehend none: But when Offences fit uneaſie 
upon us, when Pleaſures gall us, when Infideliry becomes 

| N 4 ſuſpected. 
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ſuſpected, and Lewdneſs it ſelf troubleſome; we begin 
to ſurvey our Conduct, to compare the Preſent with the 
Future, to face our Hopes with our Fears, and the De. 
lights of this Life with the Torments of the artber : And 
when we diſcover thoſe groſs Illuſions we lie under, ; 
little ſtruggling with the help of God's Grace, will break 
through all Impediments h ch interpoſe between us ang 
our Duty: Take therefore this Anguiſh of Mind as ; 
Pledge of God's Kindnels, and of your future Felicity, 
he ſtrikes in his Mercy, as well as in his Juliice ; he 
heals when he wounds, and ſpares when he puniſhes: 
Never defer the Search of Truth, nor fau ter till yoy 
have found it: Slackneſs in a Point of this Importance is 
always dangerous, and ſometimes mortal: When we 
refuie God's kind Invitation, he often chaſtiſes our Inci. 
viliries in Flag anti, and ſcarce leaves a Moment between 
the Affront and the Revenge. When I was ſome Years 
ago in Flanders, an Officer of my Acquaintance gave me 
a Vifit ; he was one of thoſe, who make no Diſtinction 
between Religion and Faction; who jeſt at Faith, and 
ſpend their Lives in irs Service : He could no more be- 
lieve that Church true he fought for, than that he fought 
againſt : He ridicul'd the one, and contemn'd the other; 
he treated Morality ill in his Diſcourſe, but worle in 
Practice: I thought a little Warmth and Expoſtulation 
were juſtifiable on ſuch an Occaſion, and ſo I took him 
up roundly ; I drew out in lively Colours the Horror 
of his Life, the Unwarrantableneſs of his Proceeding, 
and the Severity of rhoſe Pains God had prepar d for Li- 
bertines in the next World ; rogerher with the Curſes that 
would fall upon his Head in this : He rook leave of me 


and retir d to his Inn, but after Dinner he return'd : | 


have often (ſaid he) receiv d Proofs of your Kindneſs, but 
never greater than this Morning : I have look'd into my 
ſelf ſince I ſaw you; and confeſs my Caſe would be de- 
ſperate, had I leſs than an infinite Mercy to confide in! 
me urgent Buſineſs calls me to my Gatrrilon ; but next 
Week I will rerurn, and adviſe with you abour the grand 
Affair of my Salvation. This is a Call from God (an- 
ſwer d I) and perchance it may be the laſt : The Can- 
paigns draws near; and when once you have taken the 
ield, you will neither be Maſter of your Time, not 
your Life; your Employment challenges hat, and 4 
Bullet may diſpoſe of this before you are aware. 
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I am ſenſible (reply d the Gentleman) of my Caſe, 
and of the Danger; and nothing ſhal alter my Reſolu- 
tion; and ſo he departed. He kept his word, and with- 
in ten Days return d; he paſs d by my Lodgings, and 
told me he would not fail after Dinner to wait upon me, 
and hop d to bring his Buſineſs to a happy Concluſion: 
permit me, Sir, (laid I) ro attend you at your Inn: Tis 
much more eaſie to fall into Company, than to diſingage 
your ſelt: Men of your Calling, had rather ſtorm a 
Half. moon, than aſſail Cuſtom, or attack Ceremony: 
Bur he would not hear of my Propoſition; he left the 
Company, and was on his way; when unfortunately he 
met with a Friend, who invited him to a Bottle of Cham- 
paigne : He would not except of the Invitation; but the 
other would not be deny d: And ſo at length away they 
warch d together: One Bottle drew on another, and 
their Debauch ended with the Night: In the mean 
time, an Expreſs calls him to his Regiment: The French 
have taken the Field; and all muſt march to watch their 
Motions : He returns Home in Poſt ; he goes to the 
Camp, and ſhortly after loſes his Life ar Steenkerk : 
We may truly ſay, this poor Gentleman was near Hea- 
ven; bur God ſend the unhappy Rencounter of a'Friend 
did not put him out of the Way! He was invited to Re- 
pentanee, he made a fair Advance; and (I may ſay) 
the Buſineſs was almoſt finiſh'd, becauſe he ſeriouſly re- 
lolv'd ro conclude it: Bur a Bottle of Champaigne put in 
a Demurr : Ir ſuſpended the Execution ; and then rhe 
ſudden March of the _ broke off rhe Negotiation: 
He went to the Field a Libertine, and in all Probability 
dy'd one: As God rouch'd his Heart, ſo he has ſoftened 
yours: Pray, Sir, let not Negligence miſuſe the Favour, 
nor turn it into a Curſe: Let it ſtand up for you at God's 
Tribunal, as a Witneſs of Gratitude, not of Obſtinacy. 
J counſel you for ſome Days to withdraw into a Place of 
Retirement : Viſits will diſtract you, and may ſtifle your 
pious Reſolution, if your Deſign rakes air: If your Com- 
panions learn you are going into another Intereſt, they 
will raiſe a hundred Batteries againſt your Conſtancy ; 
and though you come off with Victory, you will not ger 
clear of their Temprations without Danger: I will wil- 
lingly wait upon you into the Country, if you can pitch 
upon à convenient Place. 

Eudox. 


186 The Gentleman Ioftrotted. 


Eudox. You will infinitely oblige me: My Houſe i; 
bur four Miles off ; and if you pleaſe, we will take Coach 
this Evening, | 

; Euſeb. I am content, but I muſt excuſe my Depart to 
Theomachus, otherwiſe he may ſend Hue and Cry after me: 
and Si quis me in the next Gazette. : 

He ſent him a Letter to let him know that a Buſineſs of 
Importance requir'd his Preſence in the Country; that he 
would diſpatch it with convenient Speed, and that the 
ſame Moment his Hands were rid of that Trouble, he 
would return to proſecute the Conference. Theomachy; 
anſwer d he was his own Maſter ; that he might take his 
Time, and that he would expect his Return with Plea. 
ſure : They immediately took Coach, and arriv'd at Eu. 
doxus s Houle. 1 on 
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DIALOGUE x. 
Eudoxus retires with Euſebius into the Country, 


where they meet with Arioviſtus a High-flown 
Latitudinarian. 397 


EUA Mother receiv d her Son with Tenderneſs: 
She was a Lady of a Piety above the common; ſhe 
lov'd her Son, but could not diſſemble his Vices : She 
often admoniſh'd him of the Danger he expos d his Soul 
to; and ſometimes mingled Tears with gentle Reproots: 
Bur his Time was not yet come, and all her Admoniti- 
ons only lerv'd to heighten his Obduracy : Yet ſne gave 
not over: She, implord God's Aſſiſtance in private, and 
beſeech'd his Mercy to ſtrike out of this Rock ſome 
Tears of Repentance; to recall this Prodigal, who had 
imbezell d all his Treaſures of Grace, and pawn d his Re- 
ligion to Proſtitutes: Her Friends admit d her Charity, 
and pity d it. Once a Divine aſſur d her, that a Child 
of Tears would never periſn: She took the words for an 
Oracle, and fancy d he ſpoke by Inſpiration :- Tho her 
Son's Profaneneſs touch d her to the Quick, the Hopes of 
his Converſion kept her in Heart; and the more he ran 
from Piety, the more ſhe practis d it. a 
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When Eudoxus arriv d, ſhe read ſome Change in his 
Face ; his Behaviour was more grave; his Looks more 
ſober, and all his Carriage breath d an Air of Modefty : 
At firſt ſhe ſuſpected the Dice had run croſs, and that 
the Cauſe of his Melancholy lay in the Pocker: Then 
ſhe fear'd he was hammering our- ſome amorous In- 
trigue, or lay under the Mortification of a criminal Diſ- 
appointment: Bur Eudoxus ſoon diſſipated her Suſpici- 
ons, by telling the Cauſe of his unexpected Arrival: She 
was over-joy d at the News, and almoſt ſunk under the 
Exceſs : She gave Euſebius a thouland Thanks, and ſtil d 
him her Son's good Angel: They were fitting down to 
Supper, when in comes Arioviſtus with another Gentle- 
man, The Lady was ſurpris d at the Arrival of ſo un- 
expected a Gueſt ; his very Sight drew the Blood to her 
Face, and tho ſhe was Miſtreſs of her Words and Acti- 
ons, ſhe could nor command her Reſentment : She fear d 
leaſt this importune Viſit might nip her Son's Reſoluti- 
ons, and-daſh in Pieces the Hope ſhe had of his Conver- 
fon : However ſhe forgot not Civility in the very Heat 
of her Diſturbance, and skreen'd off her Concern with a 
hearry Welcome. | ; | 

But after Supper ſhe rook Euſebius aſide, and expos d 
her Fears with all rhe Energy of Tears and Paſſion. Sir, 
( faid ſhe) God ſend your Charity meet with Succeſs : 
I ſuſpe&t Arioviſtus cloaks ſome ill Deſign under the ſpe- 
cious Outſide of a Viſit, and that another Errand brought 
him here, beſides meer Civility : His Morals run even 
with. his Religion; he believes what flatters Pride, and 
acts whatever fawns upon Senſe; he goes upon one Prin- 
ciple, which is to ſtick at nothing, that ſides with Inte- 
reſt, or gratiſies Appetite. This Man firſt furniſh'd Eu- 
doxus with corrupt Maxims, and Theomachus taught him 
the Application: In fine, both have contributed ro his 
Deſtruction, and my Misfortune. 1 

Euſebius deſir d her not to take the Alarm. I will 
find Occaſion ( ſaid he) to ingage Arioviſtus in a Diſpute, 
doubt not of the Succeſs: The Overthrow of the Ma- 


ſter may work upon the Scholar. He may yeild to theſe 


Reaſons, Arioviſtus ( I am ſure) will not be able to re- 
fiſt, The next Morning, when they ſar together in the 
Parlour, Chance gave the Cue to a hot Debate, that co- 
ver d Arioviſtus with Confuſion, and Euſebius with Glo- 
3 DIA: 
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DIALOGUE x. 


God does neither command, nor permit us to conform 
to the Religion of the Country where we live. 


T HE Poſt brought Eudoxus a News-Letter from Lon- 
don, which gave an account of new Laws enacted a. 
gainſt Papiſts, 

Ariov. This Act is worthy of that great Aſſembly. [ 
have nothing againſt the Proceedings, but that it's 100 
moderate, and indulging : Beſides, methinks it ſhould 
have reach d all Diſſenters; for all being guilty of Obſti. 
nacy, none ſhould be exempr from Puniſhment. 

Euſeb. How ? too Indulging ? What will you call Se. 

vere ? Papiſts are diſſeiz d of their Birth-righr, ſtript of 

Property, and expos d to the Inſolence of villanous Infor. 
mers, and Catch. polls; and after all, you complain of Mo- 
deration. Miſtake me nor Sir, I neither arraign the Wil. 
dom nor the Juſtice of the Parliament: That Auguſt Bo. 
dy may have Reaſons unknown to us: But I diſapprove 
your perſecuting Humour: Diſſenters are our Fellow. 
Subjects; the Relation deſerves Tenderneſs, and calls 
for ſome Compaſſion: It's Barbarity to out- rage a Fellon 
at the Bar, or to inſult over a condemn d Wretch at Y- 
burn; much more over Diſſenters; who -for ought we 
know, have no other Crime, but their Religion. 

Ariov. Let em conform, and they ſhall enjoy the Pro- 

tection of the Government, and the Liberty of Engliſh- 
men: But if they take the Pet, and ſtray from the eſta- 
bliſh'd Worſhip of the Realm; the Common-wealth 
muſt rake Notice of their Prevarication, and punith it : 
And as thoſe who ſuffer for the Breach of Laws, dye de- 
ſervedly ; ſo they who lay down their lives for any Re- 
ligion Out-law'd by the Common-wealth, are Malefa- 
ctors, not Martyrs: They only paſs through one Puniſh- 
ment into another: Thouſands ( Euſebius ) are Cano- 
niz d here on Earth, that will never. be Sainted in Hea- 


ven. | 
Euſeb. Hold Sir, this Doctrine ſhould be bleach'd ; it's 
ſo monſtrouſly foul, there is no enduring it: It ſhould 
paſs a Quarantaine in ſome Lazaretta ; — ) 2 
| | ſmells 
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ſmells rank of Infection. Blaſphemy firs on Every Syl- 
lable: What think you? Did St. Laurence and Sr. Ste- 


phen dye like Criminals ? Are nor their Names Regiſter d 


in the Book of Life, as well as in the Martyrologe ? Yer 
they dy d for a Religion, condemn'd by the Supreme Au- 
thoriry of Rome and Fury. Sir, I would have you diſ- 
pute this Point ar old Baillyj. Blaſphemy is puniſh'd with 
Fire in this World, as well as in the nexr. 

Ariov. Heat and Invective rather fret an Adverſary, 
than convince him: More Reaſon and leſs Paſſion, are 
proper for a Man of your Age and Character : You are 
on the Decay Sir; your Deportment ſhould be as cold 
as your Blood; and your Paſſions as grey as your Head. 
I ſay, God made Man for Commerce, we cannot live on 
our own Fund ; we muſt barrer with our Neighbours ; 
and this Foreign Correſpondence is requiſite to furniſh 
our Happineſs: A ſociable Life is impracticable, (I would 
ſay impoſſible) unleſs Inferiours lie under an indiſpenſi- 
ble Obligation of obeying, and Superiours have an un- 
controulable Power to ordain all thoſe Things, that are 
neceſſary to ſupport and conſerve Society. 

Now, what can be more neceſſary than Union, and 
Harmony of Opinions ? This cements all the Parrs, and 
moulds em into one great Body: Ir inſpirits em to 
Action in their deſign d Station: It combines their Inte- 
reſt; and by Conſequence their Endeavours: But when 
their Minds are divided, their Intereſts are ſeparated, 
and then they club into Faction; and whilſt each Cabal 
drives at private Ends, the whole Fabrick of the Go- 
yernment firſt totters, and then falls into Confuſion · But 
of all Diviſions, thoſe that ſpring from Differences 
in Religion have ever prov'd the moſt fatal. Zeal has 
open d more Veins than Cruelty; and laid waſt more 
Provinces than Ambition: It has rifled thoſe very Places, 
Avarice it ſelf left untouch d; and fer on fire thoſe Reli- 

ious Edifices, Impiety revered : It has brought ſome 

rinces to the Scaffold, and others ro Abdicate : In fine, 
new Seditions break in upon the State with new Religi- 
ons, and the eſtabliſhed Government is always ftruck 
at, with the eſtabliſh'd Church. Pretence of Piery leads 
yo Van, but Sword, Cannon, and Deſolation bring up the 
ear, . 


Seeing 
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| Seeing therefore God commands us to live in Society: 
he has impower'd the chief Magiſtrate, with a full Com. 
miſſion to enadꝭ thoſe Laws that are requiſite for the fur- 
thering this great Deſign : Now, Nothing under Heaven 
can be more neceſſary, than a Power to eſtabliſh Religion; 
therefore God has entruſted every ſupreme Magiſtrate 
with that Power; whence it follows, that every Religion 
ſettled by Law, binds all thoſe who live under the Pro- 
tection of that State; and by Conſequence I dare not ex: 
cuſe any Diſſenter from Treaſon, both againſt the Com- 
mon- wealth, and God. ” 

In a word, we muſt conform our Belief to that of the 
Country where we live; nor can any Pretence of Conſci. 
ence or Revelation exempt us from the Obligation: 
Hence, I ſay, that Stephen the Deacon loſt his Life at 9 
ruſalem as fairly as Stephen the Foyner at Oxford : They 
both fell by the Law, and therefore juſtly. Death makes 
not a Martyr, but the Caule ; this alone diſtinguiſhes the 
Innocent from the Guilty. + Y 

. _ Euſeb. Bleſs me! where are we? The Jews tore their 
Garments, when they heard Blaſphemies; bur Chriſti- 
ans turn it into Entertainment: Certainly nothing but 
Damnation is able to force out ſuch Flaming Expreſſions : 
Your Diſcourſe is roo rank to undergo a Diſſection; it 
carries with it a Complication of Crimes, that won't bear 
the very Naming : Like flagitious Malefactors, they in- 
fect on the Hurdle, and kill at their Execution: Jr's al- 
moſt ſafer to difſemble, than to arraign them; and they 
are taught, whilſt they are reprov d: But ſeeing you have 
flung Poyſon among the Audience, I'll venture to preſent 
'em an Antidote. You ſay St. Stephen dy'd a Rebel, no 
Martyr ; that he fell by Law, and conſequently by the 
Hands of Juſtice: But this helliſh Logick argues our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour into Rebellion, and ſtigmatizes him for 2 
convicted Conſpirator; for certainly he dy'd by Com- 
mand of the Magiſtrate : Innovation in Matters of Reli- 
gion made up one Part of the Charge againſt him, and 
Treaſon the other. I ſappoſe this horrid Inſolence lay 
out of Sight; for Gentlemen of your Perſwaſion, are 
ſhorr-ſighred 3 and are ſo taken up with Principles, that 
they over-look Illations: Remember, Sir, we live under 
a pious Princeſs, and a reforming Parliament; So that I. 
do nat deſpair within ſome Days to hear, that ſevere 
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Laws are paſt againſt thoſe that blaſpheme God, as well 
25 againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 


Arioviſtus began an Apology, but Euſebius refus'd to 


ir. 
Sir (ſaid he) the Text is too plain ro need a comment; 


and too horrid ro deſerve one: To excuſe Blaſphemy, is 


but a Hairs-breadth from defending it: The very Hear- 
ing of the Word abates the Horror of the Crime: For no 


Offences are leſs deteſted, than thoſe that are often ſpoken 


of: Beſides, I have only glanc'd at an Inference; the 
Principle is more flagirious, and therefore muſt be brought 
to the Bar. You ſay God commands us to conform to 
the Religion of the Country where we live; and that to 
profels any other, or to believe nothing, is equally cri- 
minal. | | 

Ariov. I ſay ſo. 

Euſeb, Is your Aſſertion Univerſal ? 

Ariov, It takes in all Religions; it reaches all Nations, 
2s well as all Ages. 

Euſeb, God therefore commands me (when I am in 
England) to deny Tranſubſtantiation, Prayers for the Dead, 
Seven Sacraments, &c, But if Buſineſs calls me ro Pars, 
Rome, or Madrid; he commands me to ſteer about, and 
believe 'em : In Chriſtendom I muſt believe Chrift is 
God; bur if a brick Gale wafts me over into Aſia, I 
muſt deny it: Ar Conſtantinople I muſt ſwear there is one 
God, and that Mahomet is his Prophet; bur at my return 
into the Weſt, I muſt change my Tune; I muſt ſwear 
the Prophet into an Impoſtor, and his Revelations into 
Forgery : But if I fteer towards the North, and ſet up in 
Lapland; then I muſt bow to a Red Cloth; and pour 
forth my Oriſons ro Madam Puſs : Again, if I double the 
Cape, and pur in at Cochin; I muſt fall proſtrate before 
an Apes Grinder. 

Ariov. Well, and what harm in all this? 

Euſeb. Why truly, travelling will be expenſive: Be- 
fore we ſer out, we muſt provide our ſelves with Alexan- 
der Roſſe's View of Religions; we muſt make a handſome 
Collection of Aſtrolabes, Quadrants, and Facob's Staffs, to 
ind the Lines of Longitude, and Latitude; for in your 
Hypotheſis, Mathematicks muſt be our Rule of Faith, 
and Climats the Motives of our Credibiliry. This is a 
pretty Syſtem, and has the Advantage of Novelty to re- 

| commend 
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commend ir: I have often {een Controverſies try'd by 
Scripture, Tradition, and Reaſon ; but ro compoſe a Dif. 
ference by Logarithms, Sinus's, and Tangents is extraordi. 
nary: The Invention is worthy of your Wir, and of the 
ſame Piece with your Piety: In good time you may im- 
prove the Diſcovery, and find out the true Religion (x 
we do true Guinea) by the Weight, 

Bur if in England Tranſubſtantiation be falſe, it cannot 
be true in France, Spain, and Italy; and if in Europe our 
bleſſed Saviour be really God; all the Power of the 
Grand Seignior can never turn him into 4 meer Man in 
Alia: In fine, if Mahomet be an Impoſtor in the , 
. how can he be a Prophet in the Eaſt > For Truth is ng 
Trimmer, it will not ſtand on both Sides of the Contra. 
dliction. | 

Ir's evident therefore that God commands me to be. 
lieve a Falſehood, either in England, or beyond Sea; nay, 
and engages his Authority to perſwade me: He threatens 
Hell, if I refuſe, and offers Heaven, if I conform. In 
England I Honour him, by ſwearing Tranſubſtantiation is 
a meer Fiction, the Product of Ignorance, and Spawn of 
Superſtition; bur this Tramontane Honour carries Dam- 
nation with ir at Rome ; here I muſt ſwear Tranſubſtantia- 
tion is a very real Thing; and ſo flie in the Face of my 
own Evidence. Perjury therefore in'your Religion paſſes 
for an Act highly meritorious, id eſt, a ſcandalous Ctime, 
for a moſt edifying Vertue. What mad Notions do you 
frame of God ? You level him with Oates, and fling him 
below Bedloe: You ſeem to acknowledge a Deity meerly 
ro make him capable of Comempr, and Infamy. 

Ariov. You miſtake me; I neither impeach God of 
Forgery, nor Impoſture; I do not queſtion his Veracity, 
nor ſquint upon his Sanctity: I only maintain he com- 
mands me to be a Proteſtant in England, and a Papiſt at 
Rome ; to believe Chriſt is God in Queen Ann's Court, 
and that he is a meer Man in the Sulran's ; but he does 
not engage his Word for Truth of either Side. | 

Euſeb. And, I ſuppoſe, he commands you to profels 
Whiggiſm in the Amſterdam Coffee-Houſe, id eſt, to blend 
Faction with Religion, and ſhroud Infidelity under Hy- 
pocrifie ? For look you, Sir, you cannot poſſibly believe 
the Articles of the Church of Rome True, without pro- 
nouncing thoſe of the Church of England Falſe : For * 

a 
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are Negatives of the other; if God commands you to 
chop Beliefs with the Climate, he commands you to play 


the Hypocrite, on one Side of the Water; which is a 


Crime againſt rhe firſt Principles of Reaſon, and can no 
more be commanded by God, than practis d by Man: 
For ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque ; a Satyr on all Re- 
* and by Conſequence on the Author and Olject 


ot 1. 

Bur again, if God commands me to be a Proteſtant 
in England, and a Papiſt at Rome ; a Turk in Aſia, and 
z Chriſtian in Europe; he engages his Word for a Falſi- 
ry; for the Church of England maintains the Articles of 
her Belief were reveald ; the Church of Rome ſays the 
ſame, in Defence of hers ; and the Mahometan Congre- 
gation lays all irs Impoſtures on Revelation: When 
therefore God commands you to be a Proteſtant, Papiſt, 
or Muſelman, he commands you to believe he has Re- 
jeal'd the particular Tenets of thele Secs, and conſe- 
quently avouches for the Truth of em: For whatever he 
Reveals, muſt be true: So that ro oblige you to believe, 
he has Reveal d ſuch a Point, and to engage his Word 
for the Truth of it, is one and the ſame Thing: Now 
the particular Tenets of theſe Churches croſs upon one a- 
nother, and therefore all cannot poſſibly be true; whence 
it follows that God engages his Authority for a Lye, and 
pawns his Veracity for a Falſehood : You ſubject his 
danctity to a Weakneſs we all bluſh at, tho' we all commit 
it, and even level him with Knights of rhe Poſt. 

Moreover, if Chriſt be a meer Man; how car God 
command Chriſtians ro Adore him? And if he be God, 
bow can he forbid the Turks, Neſtorians, and Arians to 
pay him Homage due to his Divinity? God can no more 
ſtrip himlelf of his Sovereignty, than of his Being: He 
can as ſoon take a Creature into his Throne, as make 
over his Title ro Adoration : In a word, either Man can 
offend, or he cannot; if he cannot, ler him bid farewell 
to all Religions, and take leave of Morality ; let him mo- 
del his Actions by Epicure, and his Faith by Protagoras: 
But if he can offend ; what claſhes more directly with 
al Laws natural and Divine, than Idolatry ? If this Spi- 
ritual Inceſt be Innocent, what can be Criminal; and if 


God can command ſo ſacrilegious an Action, what can 
he forbid d : 


0 Arioviſtus 
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Arioviſtus was pincht, he ſaw himſelf in the Tolk 
and knew not how to diſingage himſelf; his Concer 
| flew to his Face, and every Poſture ſhew'd Uneafine(; 

and Anger. Come Sir (ſaid he ar laſt ro Euſebius wih: 
fore d Smile) I have miſtaken my Errand, 1 came not io 
Diſpute, but to be Merry; let Arguments give place tg 
a Bottle, it's more ſatisfactory to ſee the Bottom of 2 
Glaſs, than of a Queſtion; and to drain Bumpers, chan 
> ah We have run the firſt Hear, it's time tg 
rub. 
E Euſeb, You Latitudinarian Gentlemen are ſtrange Cres. 

rures ; you hector Religion and Piery with ſuch a daring 
Confidence, when you are out of the Reach of an Ad. 
verſary, that one would {wear both Senſe and Reaſon 
had embracd your Intereſt : But when you receive: 

Blow, you retreat to Jeſts; you parry againſt Provfs 
with Railleries, and oppoſe Laughter to Reaſon: To 
be plain, you miſplace your Paſſions, you ſmile when 
you ſhould tremble ; and laugh when you ſhould cry; 
Had you any Apprehenſion of a God; you would dread 
thoſe Flames, that his eternal Juſtice has prepar'd beloy 
to burn, not ro conſume Blaſphemies ; theſe hideous 
Flights of Prophaneneſs and Impiety would be Pain and 
Penance to you : You lay ſuch deſperate Commands to 
his Charge as fit him rather for Contempt, than Vene- 
ration ; and make him more worthy of Horror, than 
Adoration : For if your Divinity be Orthodox; he abets 
Lyes, commands Idolatry, and Perſwades Perjury ; ard 
ſo Mans Vices make up the Roll of his Perfections; and 
we muſt revere in him what all human Laws puniſh 
in us. | | 
Ariov. You are diſpos d for a Touch of Polemicks: 
Bur if you are above the Laws of Decency and Breeding; 
I am not: I reſolve not to turn Clown for Company : 
I have roo much Reſpect for my Lady to be clamorous 
in her Preſence ; and think ir as gentile to Duel, as t0 
diſpure before her: Beſides we are upon Theological 
Niceties, unneceſſary ro be known by the Learned; and 
impoſſible to be underſtood by the Vulgar. 

Sir (ſaid the Lady) let no Ceremony break off the 


Conference: We ſtand not here upon Grimace, or Re- 


ſervedneſs; and tho we did, your Defeat will atone 


for your Rudeneſs: To be plain; Iam impatient to fcc 
your 
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your Vanity laſht; your Pride diſciplin d, and your 
odomontading Genius penanc'd with Confuſion. How 
aten in my Houſe have you not only made a Practice, 
but a Boaſt of Prophaneneſs, and defended the Crime, 
by commirring a greater? You have Lampoon'd thoſe 
Gentlemen that durſt ftand up in Defence of Religion, 
and daub'd em with the Reproaches of Bigorry, and 
duperltition; you queſtion their Judgments, and dubb d 
em Fools, who would not ſwallow down all Religions; 
and bluſter'd with impoſing an Aſſurance, as if it were 
5 eaſy to defend Libertiniſm, as to abett ir. Sir, you 
are in ſight of an Adverſary; look him in the Face; 
tand your Ground, and defend your Principles, or con- 
lemn em by an Aſfidavit, that your Repentance may be 
i publick as the Scandal: Your Honour is at Stake, and 
there is no Mean between a Victory and an Overthrow.' 

This ſudden Tempeſt blown from an unexpected 
Quarter, ſoon rais'd a Tumult in Arioviſtus's Breaſt 3 
Shame, Anger, and Revenge broke looſe ; and fan'd his 
Reſentment to ſuch a heigrh, that it almoſt ſtifled his 
Reaſon : He roll'd a hundred Thoughts in his Head; 
1nd almoſt as many Reſolurions ; yet he could not fix 
on any: To reraliate, was not only unmanly, but alſo 
uncivil ; for tho a Lady be not below a Man's Anger, ſhe 
is below his Revenge: To break off the Diſpute was 
dihonourable ; and ro baffle Euſebius difficult: Hows 
erer at laſt having balanc'd his Fears with his Hopes, 
be concluded his Reputation would ſuffer leſs by conti- 
ming the Diſpute, than flying it: For tho Euſebius 
might foil him with Reaſon, he thought himſelf ſuperiot 
at Raillery; which oftentimes even Men of Parts mi- 
take for Wit, and receive for Reaſon; At leaſt he had 
found upon Experience, that Noiſe in Diſpures ſtands fot 
Evidence, and that theſe carry off rhe Honour of Coti- 
queſt in the Opinion of the Audience, who ſpeak loudeſt, 
not who diſcourſe beſt : Theſe Confiderarions ſway d him 
to accept of a ſecond Engagement; whetefore turning 
imſelf firſt ro rhe Lady. 7 

Madam (ſaid he) I thought I ow'd your Character 
and Perſon ſome Reſpect, bur ſeeing you are pleas'd to 
forego rhe Debt, I ſhall ſuperſede the Payment; I pers 
ive Deference is ſometimes unacceprable ; arid Civis 
ly clowniſh; I will therefore for the future take iny 
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Liberty, and never ſtand off in Reſtraint or Cerems. 


"Theo addreſſing himſelf ro Eyſebius : Sir, continud Ml 0 
he, you mi ſunderſtand me: I mean not that God com- 's 
mands us to Conform to che Religion of the State where WM 80 
we live. No; he permits us only; like the Royal Ea. wi 
gle he preys on Hearts; theſe he requires: So that if ral 
we love, honour, and obey him, we keep up to the very ill 
Heighth of his Commands. He permits all exterior Ce. d. 
remonies, tho vain, ſuperſtitious, and wicked; a good f 
Intention ſanctiſies an ill Action, and the Uprightneſs Wl ® 
of our Hearts compounds for the Errors of our Worſhip: Fi 
In fne, Sir, God looks on all the Failures of our Under. 
ſtanding as pure Miſtakes, nor Crimes; and thoſe he 
cannot approve, he pities. , th 

Euſeb. I underſiood you before, and apprehend you a I. 
preſent: You draw the Theſis into a Jeſs Compaſs, and 
turn God's Command into a bare Permiſſion ; id eſt, 1 
have driven you from one Retrenchment, and you are 
clapt behind another; bur this is no more renable, than 
the Firſt, and you will be forc'd ro ſurrender. Tell me; 
does God permit all Religions ? 

Arion. All that are; or ever werein the World. 
_ Suſeb, All > That Man certainly deſerves Damnation, 
that can find no Religion to his Gouſt: Bur do no Adti- 
ons outrage Nature ? | 

Arieviſtus made a Pauſe ; and ſeem'd ar a Loſs for an 
Anſwer: He ſaw what Euſebius drove at; and that he 
anly coaſted the main Queſtion, to draw him into an 
Ambuſcade, Sir, ſaid he, your Quere is caprious ; and 
though ſome axe of Opinion, chat Vertue and Vice are 
rather Names than Things; yer I condeſcend fo far, as 
joy, that Murders, Blaſphemies, and Adulteries, fle 
at, Nature, and are in a very obvious and literal Senſe 
criminal and opprobrious. | 

Eyſeb, God, I ſuppoſe permits not theſe unnatural Ab- 
ominations; if he bas no puniſhments in reſerve for 
ſuch — — Offenders, under - rate I ranſgreſſors may 
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a Recowpence. 
Ariov, God diſapproves fuch hideous Bnormities, 2 
ſhames Nature, and even entrench upon Breeding ; they 


_ deſerve Hell, and will feel ir, unleſs Repemance appeale 
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Euſeb. Why, then this Permiſſion is no more Univerſa'; 
than the Command ; for if God's Permiſſion comprehends 
nor Crimes that aſſail Nature; it rakes not in thoſe Re- 
lgions, that inſult Nature in the very Act of Worſhip, 
Strike off the Catalogue, the Religion of rhe Mexicans, 
who ro Honour their God, broke through all the Natu- 
ul Laws of Juſtice, and Honeſty : For they firſt invaded 
the neighbouring Provinces with Fire and Sword ; and 
then tip d open the breaſts of Twenty thouſand Capti ves 
upon the ſacrilegious Altars of their barbarous Divinities, 
and by a bloody Metamorpboſis turn d Cruelty into 
Piery, and worſhip'd God, by prophaning Nature. 

The luperſtition of the Peruvians lies open to the ſame 
be Exception : Thele ſavage Idolaters dy'd the Earth with 

the reeking Gore of human Sacrifices, and polluted their 
Temples wirh unnatural Proftirurions ; they train'd u 


* Yourhs for that lewd Purpoſe, and hallow'd their m 
2 1 WY Religious Rires with rhe moſt flaming Abominations : 
are h 4 word; Nature forbids, what their impure Gods 
12n WY commanded, and human Laws purge with Fire, che moſt 
de; Wl clential Acts of their Religion. 
f If we leave America, and Ship for Aſia, we ſhall meet 
with the ſame Vices; tho the People are more civiliz'd, 
on, ey are nor leſs brutal. The Thracians, Hunt, and Phu. 
qi. ian, worſhip'd their Deities, by worrying their own 


Hecies, and ſo built their Piery on Murders, and Cru- 
ety. In Africa rhe Superſticion of the Carthaginians was 
he WY more formidable than their Arms; and their Prieſts were 
more cruel in their Temples, than their Generals in the 
od Field: They lock'd poor Infants in the glowing Statues 
of Saturn; and plac'd their Devotion rather in the Tor- 
ment, than death of Innocents. The old Egyptian drown'd 
lie WY tieir Reaſon in Honour of Mars; and then proſecuted 
their Devotion with Clubs and Swords; and he was 
jadg'd the moſt Zealous, who had. the leaft of a Man, 
b. aud moſt of a Butcher. 

The Babylonians and Phwnicians defil'd their Temples 
vith Whoredom, and Sodomy. Proſtitution always pre- 


N ded Marriage; and thoſe Women who refus d to Shave 
as WW fieir Heads, were doom d to expoſe their Honour, and 
v Adorn the Temple of Venus with the ſpoils of their 
le _ | * that thoſe infamous wx) ions branded Ho- 

with Infamy ; they ſtigmatiz ä — enno- 
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I Bluſh ar the very Thought of the Rites of Venue 
the Corinthian, where Women were Ordain d Prieſts by 
the moſt ſcandalous, and outragious Acts of Luſt; and 
Conſecrated by Adulteries: They were Strumpets before 
they could be qualify d for Prieſthood; and deſery'd Bride. 
well to be fit for the Altar. I ſuppoſe theſe Religions 
come not within the Pale of Permiſſion: For how can 
God permit thole Actions good Men condemn, and De. 
bauchees bluſh at; that ſtartle Nature, and confound 
Wickedneſs? He muſt take notice of ſuch Enormities 
or renounce Sanctity; he muſt puniſh em, or let fall his 
Claim to Juſtice ; In fine, he muſt maintain bis Character. 
The Atheiſt who denies God, is leſs criminal, than he 
who worſhips him with Murders, and Fornicarion. 
Ariov. God permits not thoſe Religions that affront 
Nature, and diſcard the firſt Principles of Reaſon : When 
Temples become Slaughter-Houſes, and Prieſts Butch. 
ers; when the Stews are Conſecrated, and Adulteries 
Canoniz d, it's time to ſeparate from ſuch Congregations, 
Euſeb. You ſound a Retreat: Firſt God commanded 
to Conform to the Religion of the Country where we 
dwell ; then you turn'd his Command into a Permiſſion; 
and now you reſtrain this: Like the Parthians you fight 
in your Retreat, and place your Safety in your Heels: 
But this Expedient will not anſwer Expectation : I hare 
you in View; and will not leave the Chace, till I hae 
either run down your Impiety, or confounded it, But 
Sir, ſuppoſe a Montezuma ſhould threaten Death, unlels 
you abjur d Chriſt for Virz;lipurzli, would not God on 
ſo preſſing an Occaſion, permit you ro embrue yout 
Hands in human Sacrifices ? 
Ariov. No Man living in a noble way fears Death les 
than my ſelf: I would come into the World meerly to 
make a handſome Exit: Yer I would nor part with m 
Life for a Ceremony: My Belief is not untractable; it 
can bow upon Occaſions, and connive at thoſe Things i 
does not Approve : What is not Impious, is always Lau- 
I; and therefore I won'd rather upon an Exigenc), 
C onform, than Dye. Tho' I am ſure there are Antipodei, 
I would not like that fooliſh Biſhop, maintain rhe Truti 
af the Expence ot᷑ my Blood; this would be to trifle awa) 
Life; and is rather a Demonſtration of my Folly, tha 
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Should Montezuma command me in his Dominions to 
abjure Chriſt ; I ſhould Reverence his Orders: For the 
Supreme Magiſtrate's Will, is the Law of the Subject: 
Bur whether I might in Conſcience eſpouſe his Religion 
is a Caſe worthy of ſome ſober Reflections: For Life is 
a tender Thing; Self- preſervation has Charms; and the 
unexperienc d Condition of Separation is a very lawful 
pretext to ſtay in the World: To be fired, or baſtonna- 
doed hence is a painful Operation, and we ate not oblig d 
to ſuch a troubleſome Removal. 

Beſides Life (I conceive) was given us for noble Ends; 
and therefore we muſt not part with it, out of a Bravado: 
If we disband, and leave our Colours without our great 
Maſter's Leave, we ſhall pay for our Deſertion, and meet 
with a worle Welcome from an angry God in the next 
World, than from a barbarous Emperour in this. Seeing 
therefore I may give my Heart to God, whilſt I offer hu- 
man Sacrifices to the Mexican Idol; I may rather con- 
ſorm, than die for Diſobedience: For he who forces, 
commits the Sin (if the Action be unlawful) not he who 
obeys by Compulſion. 

The Company ſtartled at this ſtrange Divinity: A- 
mazement tied their Tongues; and Horror run through 
every Joynt. Ar laſt it's well (cryd Euſebius) we have 
both Scripture to appeal to, otherways we might be puz- 
led by the Impudence of thole, who treat Goodneſs un- 
handſomely by Practice, and -unchriftianly by defending 
their Excefſes : Their Manners are ſo bad; that nothing 
can be worſe but the Wir and Confidence they employ to 
excuſe em. I ſee, (continued Euſebius) you meaſure 
Man's Perfections downwards, and judge him more rea- 
ſonable, the leſs he acts with Reaſon. 

You are a Leveller in Morality as well as in Religion, 
and make no Diſtinction between Vice and Verrue ; or 
at leaſt wich an extatick turn of the Heart, you tranſ- 
form one into the other: This is Direction of Intention 
with a Witneſs. A Man that can juggle the moſt flagiri- 
ous Crimes into Piety, muſt be born under a very unfor- 

nate Star to miſcarry, You may dip your Hands in 
Blood, plunge your Body into the very Sink of Lewd- 
neſs, and with a ſafe Conſcience make over your Soul to 
the Devil; an Omnipotent Caſt of the Heart rectiſies all, 
2 good Intention atones for a bad one. be 
04 But 
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But why did you juſt now exempt from the genen 
Permiſſion thoſe Religions, that in the Act of Worſhip 
affront Nature? For you may turn your Heart to G00 
every jor as well, when your Life is ſecure, as when it; 
endanger d; ſo that if Direction of Intention ſalves Con- 
ſcience on ſome Occaſions, it may on all: Do not Mur. 
ders, Cruelties, and moſt unnatural Luſts turn upon Na. 
ture when my Life lies at Stake, as well as when it does 
not? Do they jar with Reaſon when I hazard Nothing, 
and fawn upon it when I riſque All? Certainly Sins of 
this black Dye vary not with Circumſtances, they change 
not their Nature as the Cameleon does his Colour; their 
Blackneſs lies in the Complexion, not on the Fancy; they 
are always the ſame, id ef, odious to God, and abomi- 

nable in the Sight of Men. 
You ſay Life was given us for noble Ends, and there. 
fore muſt not be flung away, either in a Pet, or Bratz. 
do: It's true; but then what can Imagination frame 
more Noble, more Sublime; than the Defence of God's 
Honour, and our own Nature? Than to vindicate the 
juſt Rights and Prerogatives of Vertue from the illegal 
Uſurpations of Vice? Theſe Enterpriſes are worthy of a 
Man; it's more glorious to Die for ſuch a Cauſe, than to 
Conquer in the Field. When we Sacrifice our Lives for 
him who gave em, our Generoſity will be pleaded to Ad- 
vantage, not only in the next World, bur alſo in this. No 
Action is truly Glorious, that is not Vertuous ; and thete- 
fore your Ceſar's and Alexander's in ſpire of all Trophies 
are Infamous in the Sight of God]; their Temerity is laught 
at by the Angels, and their Ambition ſeverely puniſſi d by 
the Protector of Orphans, and juſt Avenger of Pupils: 
They bad nothing Great but Pride and Folly; their Glory 
ſprung from Plunder, and their Renown from Slaughter; 
but if they deſerve Praiſe for ranſacking Cities, for over- 
turning Kingdoms, and invading Empires, we may make 
Panegyricks of Plagues, raiſe Triumphal Arches to Famines, 
and erect Statues to Hurricanes, or Inundations: Ina 
word ; we live meerly to ſerve God; this is our End; and 
a noble One: Paſſion indeed, or Diſcontent, are ill Diſeaſes 
to Die of, but then Libertiniſm is a dangerous Motive to 
live: Our Diſobedience is no leſs Criminal, when we refuſe 
to quit our Poſt upon Command, than wben we abandon 
it without Order: We are diſcharg d of the Duty of Li- 
| f ving, 
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ving, when we muſt purchaſe Breath at the Expence of 
Conſcience 3 and certainly we forfeit Innocence, when 
we commit, or abett Murders or Adulteries; and by 
Conſequence, a Man muſt part with Life, when he can- 
not keep it without Treaſon againſt Nature, and Rebel- 
lion againft irs Aurhor. 8 
Bur, I ſuppoſe, the noble End you propoſe to your ſelf, 
j to ſpin our Life, as long as the Thread will reach; to 
ſtretch Nature to its utmoſt, and not to venture one ſingle 
Pulſe, but upon good ſecurity of Pleaſure : You had ra- 
ther ſpend ir in the ſervice of Venus, than of Vertue; ra- 
ther conſume by Inches, and paſs through a Courſe of 
Phyſick, or a Sweating- Tub into the next World, than 
to be Well one Moment, and Dead the next: If you call 
this a noble End, you will be at a loſs to aſſign an infa- 
mous one: In ſhorr, you are Relaps'd into your firſt Er- 
ror, and only defend it with a new-found Extravagance : 
The Amendment is ridiculous and impious into the Bar- 


ain, 
ede law he had fooks his Mind woo frankly; be: 
fore an Audience unacquainted with ſuch Libertine Prin- 
ciples, and therefore he very nicely confeſs d he had hi- 
therto plaid the Fool. Sir, (ſaid he to Ey/ebsus) though 
ſome abett the Doctrine I have deliver'd, yet it diſpleaſes 
me: I cannot cloſe with ſuch wild Ideas of Religion, 
and rather propos d em as a Jeſt than a Truth: I cannot 
commir a Crime to ſave my Skin, nor even purchaſe Life 
ar the Price of Murder, or Adultery ; and therefore I free- 
ly grant, that thoſe Religions that enjoyn Abominations 
in their Rituals and Liturgies, are out-dated, and exem- 
pred from the general Permiſſion. 

Euſeb. I muſt own you have made a handſome Retreat; 
you have given a pretty Turn to a monſtrous Principle; 
but for the future, pray remember, that to Blaſpheme in 
Jeſt, is to Sin in Earneſt. All other Religions ar leaſt are 
Stanch, are they not ? I pur this Queſtion to avoid Mi- 
ſtakes, for we have been ro Day upon the Blunder. 

Ariov, They are. f 

Euſeb. Remember your Conceſſion, for by and by we 
ſhall diſcard all the idolatrous Warſhips of the Old 
World, together with thoſe of the New: The Roman, 
Grecian, and old Afſrian Polytheiſm, will no more paſs 
Mufter, than that of Mexico, or Peru, Jupiter, Apollo, 


ars, 


202 The Gentleman Infiruted. 
Mars, Juno, and Minerva will be kick'd out of thei 


Temples, as well a Vitzili putxli. Will God be wor- 


ſhip'd as an Eternal Being, or as a Creature ? As Ratig. 
nal, or Irrational ? As infinitely Holy, or as an Adulterer, 
Drunkard, or Murtherer ? 

Arioviſtus (aw the Drift of this Quære, and was at x 
Stand for a handſome Anſwer ; he perceiv'd himſelf en. 
compaſs'd on all Sides, and knew nor which way to e. 
vade the Danger: To ſay God requires to be honour', 
as a Being infinite Holy, infinite Wiſe, Eternal and Indi. 
pendant, was to give up the Cauſe without Diſpure, and 
to acknowledge himſelf foil:d before the Combat: On 
the other Side, he durſt not venture to affirm, God is 
content to be worſhip'd as a Creature, an Adulterer, or 
a Murrherer ; he thought ſuch hideous Abſurdities would 
grate upon the Ears of his Auditors, unaccuſtom'd to Blal. 
phemies, and ill diſpos d to hear em with Indigna. 
tion. | | 1 

The Gentleman that came with him, ſaw his Cor: 
cern, and relolv'd to dilingage his Friend from the Em. 
baraſs; wherefore (turning himſelf ro Euſebius) the An- 
{wer (ſaid he) to your Quære, in my Opinion is obvi- 
ous: God requires that Worſhip which correſponds to 
the natural Knowledge we have of him ; now Nature 
tells me, he is a Being Eternal, Independant, infinite 
Wiſe, and infinitely Holy, therefore God commands us to 
Adore him under this Norton. 

Euſeb. You have brought the Controverſie to the very 
Point I deſir d, and have utterly defeated your Friend's 
Syſtem : For if God muſt be Ador'd as Eternal, Inde. 
pendant, infinitely Wiſe, infinitely Holy; had I been at 
Rome in the Reign of Jupiter, Apollo, Mercury, &c. I 
could not have believed nor talked of God as the R- 


mans did; much leſs had it been lawful in Egypt to adore 


an Onien, an Ox, a Crocadile, or a Hippepotamus ; for 
theſe Creatures have no perfection, that comes near thoſe 
noble Attributes of Eternity, and Independence, 

Saturn was Fupiter's Father, Funo his Sifter ; ſo that 
their Nativity muſt fall infinitely ſhort of Eternity; its 
of a very freſh Date, of a late Edition, and younger than 
Time: They had a Father, and therefore are Depen- 
dent: Their Sanctity keeps Pace with their Eternity: 
Jupiter firſt welter d in his Father's Blood, and then 
1 188 | Rp uſurp d 
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aſurp'd his Kingdom; ſo that he rather deſerv'd to be 
fung into the Tybur with a Cock, and a Serpent, than to 
be ſeared in the Capitol; and the Gemoniæ better ſuited 
with his Crimes, than an Altar. Juno was a 45/5, even 
to her Brother; and as infamous for Scolding, as ber In- 
ceſt: She deſerv'd ar leaft a Houſe of Correction for the 
firſt Crime, and a Ducking-ftool for the Second. Mer- 
cury was a Fack of all Trades; ſometimes he plaid the 
pipe, ſometimes the Sharper ; he turn d Poſt-Boy upon 
Occaſions, and then Cut-Purſe: And to ſhew the World 
he could ſtoop to the baleſt Crimes, as well as the mea- 
neſt Employ ments, he ſets up for a Pimp, a Pander, and 
procurer. Apollo may be ſaid better chan his Father, on- 
ly becauſe he was not quite ſo bad: His Amours were 
without Number, as they were without Shame: The 
Heathen Theology ſeems ro have drawn in this Perſon the 
picture of a perfect Beau; for it allow'd him ſome Wit, 
more Beauty, a World of Impudence, but no Conſci- 
ence, Theſe were Divinities of the firſt Claſs ; majorum 
Centium; Gods of Quality and Figure; in fine, of the 
upper Houſe : And yer Parriality ir ſelf, would not have 
dard em at any Bar : I except the Right of Ignoramus 
Juries, when Crimes found Mercy, and Innocence Haul- 


ters. The Egyptian Deities Ohris and Anubis were of 


the ſame Stamp; they were neither better, nor more 
Ancient, than thoſe of Rome and Greece. 

Now, Sir, if God commands us to worſhip him as an 
eternal and independent Being ; we can't clap in with a 
Roman, Grecian or Egyptian Congregation ; nay, nor 
with any Idolatrous one, that is, or ever was in the 
World: For they tell us, God is a Man, a Woman, a 
Snake, a Tree, a Crocodile, and a Red-Cloath : Bur it's evi- 
dent theſe poor Creatures can claim no Right ro Erernity, 
much leſs ro Independance ; therefore had I liv'd in theſe 
blind Ages, when Serpents crawl'd upon Altars, and Mon- 
ſters invaded Temples; I could nor proftrare my Self 
before em; I muſt have proteſted againſt the Impiery, and 
rather have fallen by the Magiſtrates Hand, than have 
paid Obedience to his Law. 

Again, God will be worſhip'd as infinitely Holy: How 
then can you fall proſtrate before an inceftuous Jupiter, 
a thieving Mercury, a bloody Mars, a peeviſh Juno, or 
a praſtitute Jeuus? Such Crimes entertain no * 
. F. | * _P * 
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with Sanctity; their Place is Hell, not Heaven; and the 
Criminals rather delerve Infamy and Torrures, than Ad- 
oration. Does he adore God as infinitely Holy, who 
acknowledges him guilty of Inceſt, Murther, Felony, 
and even of thoſe Offences that fright and ſtartle Na. 
ture ? That put to the Bluſh, not only the Modeſty of 
the Innocent, but alſo the very Impudence of the 
de vg 2 In fine, that infect Hel, and plague the D 
7 ” 
Moreover, God requires to be honour'd as a Being in. 
finitely Wiſe ; by what Rule therefore can you, with thoſe 
of Coromandel ſay and believe he is an Ape ? with the 
| Romans, Grecians, and all the other Idolatrous People of 
the World, he is a Man, a Statue? Or with the Super. 
ſtitious Egyptians, he is an Onyon, a Wolf, a Crocodile 
Some of theſe fantaftical Deities are even void of Senſe, 
much more of Reaſon ; and the Men-Divinities have 
left Poſterity no other Marks they had Reaſon, bur their 
Crimes: We know they had ſome Wit, by the enormous 
Abuſes of it; their Wiidom had a ſmall Reach, it went 
no farther, than to lay Snares for fond Boys, or for fim- 
ple Girls: Seeing therefore all the Idolatrous Worſhip 
that ever was in the World, ſince the Birth of Polytheiſm 
ro this very Moment, claſhes with thoſe Notions under 
which God will be adored, you can no more join with 
any Idolatrous Congregation, than with its Crimes. It 
remains therefore, that God's Permiſſion is no more Uni- 
verſal, than his Command; and tho' at firſt you were 
pleas d to extend it to all Religions except two or three, 
you muſt now turn the Tables and exclude all but two 
or three. So that to conclude, that great Principle, we 
muſt conform to the Religions of thoſe Countries where we 
live, is not only notoriouſly falſe, but alſo Scandalous to 

' Extravagance. | 
Ariov, You fanſie I am run a Ground, and that you 
have wounded my Principle beyond Recovery: But ſtay: 
You have been upon the Ramble, and miſtaken your 
Way: You reaſon upon a falſe Bottom; for you ſup- 
poſe Heathens worſhip'd Creatures, and paid Homage 
to Statues; whereas moſt certainly they ador'd the true 
God under thoſe ſenſible Reſemblances; nor can you 
reaſonably preſume 1 Men, Statues or Beaſts 
unleſs you 'em Fools, ro make 'em 3 
$ might 
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might then with a ſafe Conſcience adore Fupiter, Apollo 
and Venus at Rome; and wou'd now (were I in the In- 
tier) bend before Ram, or in Japan before Zacas : For 
thele viſible Objects are but dark Emblems, or different 
Names of God bleſſed for evermore, Tho' therefore God 
commands me to adore him, as eternal, independent, in- 
finitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe ; he has not determin'd 
under what Name: Tho we call him Jupiter, Mars or 
Apollo, he ſcorns to formalize: If Ram, Jacas or Ami- 
das he wil not per: A great Name adds nor a Grain to 
his Perfections nor can a vulgar Appellation diminiſh 
chem. In fine, Reaſon reaches us his Nature, but his 
Name we learn from Cuſtom; and this will vary till you 
bring all Languages to their primitive Unity: So that, 
methinks, you have all this while skirmiſh'd with a Sha- 
dow, or fenc'd with a Nothing: You have rais'd a ſot- 
tin Idolatry in your Brain, meerly to deftroy it: Bur 
t Wirs often miſtake the Queſtion, as well as great 
Blockheads : Like ill-bred Spaniels they run at Check on 
2 falle Scent ; fluſh their own Fancies for their Adver- 
aries Opinion; and cry Victory when they have hand- 
ſomely laſh'd their own Errours. 
Euſeb. Becauſe juſt now I pur you mind of ſome 
Miſtakes, and cenſured ſeverely a Vein of Shuffling that 


runs throngh all your Diſcourſe, yon very fairly cruize 


for Reprizals, and wou'd fain bring me in Guilty of the 
ſame Over- ſight, I have legally prov d upon you: Believe 
me, Sir, 1 have not caper d in the Air. I aim'd at your 
Principle and have hit it; and you are ſenſible enough I 
am come up to the very Point in Debate; and ſo ſtart a 
new Queſtion, either to entangle me, or to delude the Au- 
dience. Bur I intend not to wade far in this Controver- 
he, whether the Pagans adored the true God under the Shape 
of Jupiter, Apollo, c. Doctor Sridlin. maintain d they 
did, but all impartial Men wiſh'd he had employ d his 
Talents on a more defenfible Subject; for certainly bis 
Reputation ſuffer'd in the Enterprize, and he had ſhew'd 
more Judgment in ſtepping over ſo nice a Point, than he 

did Wir, in treating it ſo little ro the Purpoſe. 5 
However, becauſe you have flung this Difficulty in my 
Way, I muſt take ſome Norice of it; not that the Iſſue 
of our preſent Diſpute depends on the Deciſion of this 
Queſtion; bur becauſe I am reſoly'd to give you full 
tis- 
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Satisfaction. I ſay then; That the Heathens did not adj 
the true God, under the Names of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo 
Sc. and this is ſo manifeſt a Truth, that a Man my 
ſhur his Eyes to overlook it: Dis non fuerunt ab æterno, 
ſed ita eorum quiſquis natus eſt ut nos naſcimur. Your God 
( ſays Athenagoras to the Gentiles ) are not eternal, they 
were all born, as we are: And Min, Felix laughs ar the 
Pagans for adoring thoſe as Gods, who were born and 
died like Men: Manifeſtum eſt homines illos Fuiſſe, quis 
S natos "legimus, & mortuos ſcimus, St. Cyprian de Idol 
Van. proves they were not Gods, becauſe they had been 
Kings. Deos non eſſe, quos colit Vulgus hinc notum eſt: 
Reges enim fuerunt: And when ſome Gentiles ( to delude 
thoſe Chriſtian Arguments they could not anſwer ) had 
the Impudence to deny they worſhip'd any Man, Arnoli. 
us confutes their wrerched Evaſion, and proves home up. 
on em, they really adored Men tho' they bluſh'd to 
own the Folly, /:b. 11, cont. Gent. Vos hominem nullum 
colitis ? non unum vel alium ? non innumeros alios ? quin 
imo non omnes, quos in Templis veſtris mortalium ſuſtuli- 
ſtis ex numero, d celo ſideribuſque donaſtis 2 Er infra Fam 
profecto diſcetis quibus ſinguli patribus, quibus matribus fu. 
erint procreati; qua in regione nati, qua gente, que fece: 
rint, egerint, pertulerint. But to put an End to the Con- 
troverſie, take a Turn to the Capitol, and you will ſee 
what Opinion the Pagans had of Jupiter, qui ejus nutri- 
cem in Capitolio poſuerunt; who Lr his very Nurſe, 
Wife, Siſter, and Daughter in this auguſt Temple. 1 
might here bring a Cloud of. Witnefſes, who liv'd and 
convers'd with Heathens, who ſtudied their prophane 
Theology to confute it; who were Men of Learning and 
Probity, and never calumniated an Adverſary to oppreſs 
him: But what I have ſaid ſuffices ro convince a ratios 
nal Man, that the Pagans adored Creatures, nor the Crea- 
tor under borrow'd Names as you pretend. wy 

Ariov. Indeed the Vulgar might poſſibly miſtake the 
Fables of Homer for Articles of Religion, and model 
their Faith by Ballads: They might divide God into 
Sex, and worſhip Men and Women before Statues their 

Repreſentatives gz but you muſt grant this groſs Impiety 
concern d only the Rabble ; the Philoſophers and leading 
Men were above ſuch an Abſurdity, 


Euſcb. 
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Euſeb. No doubt the Philoſophers Condemn'd in their 
Hearts thoſe very Deities they ador'd ; but their Practice 
varied from their Judgment, and tho they were Theiſts 
in the Schools, they were Polytheiſts in the Temples. 
God was not worſhipr according to the Ideas of Philoſo- 
phers, bur of Poets. Quid ſibi vult iſta non poetica ſed 
inimica plane Varietas, Deos ſecundum Philoſophos in li- 
bris querere, ſccundum poetas in templis adorare. Aug. 
lib, 2. de Conſen. Evan, Cap. 23. And if you doubt of this, 
| muſt deſire you once more in St. Auſtin's Name to en- 
tet into the Capitol; this was the Seat of Jupiter O. M. 
4, of Rome's ſupream God. Here you will find Amal- 
theaa Goat, who nurs'd' this Deity ; his Siſter, Wife 
and Daughter ; evident Arguments the Romans thoughr 
he was a Man to whom they paid ſupreme Honour : For 
if they thought he was eternal, why gave they him a 
Nurſe ? If independent, why did they confeſs he ow'd 
his Preſervation to Goats Milk ? And then : If he were 
not a Man, what did he with a Wife? Or how came he 
by a Daughter? Do nor tell me, theſe are Poetical In- 
ventions; I know they are: But theſe Fables were expos d 
by the Heathen Divines, and cull'd out of Poems to 
piece up Religion; they were abſurd, its true, yer be- 
lievd by ſome, and reverenc'd by all. In fine, if Poers 
invented em the Prieſts adopted em; they were convey d 
from the Stage to the Temple by Blindneſs and Superſti- 
tion, and what Men laught at in one Place they adored 
in the other, Nunquid & Capitolia Romanorum opera ſunt 
Pretarum ? Auguſt. Lib. 6. de Civ. Dei. 

Bur if we ſuppoſe againſt Scripture, againſt the Au- 
thority of Pagans themſelves, and the concurrent Teſti- 
monies of Ages; that the Heathens did adore the ſu- 
pream God Bleſſed for evermore; this will nor better your 
Cauſe, nor prejudice mine: For till, it's as clear as 
plain Fact can make a Thing, that when they worſhipr 
bim under the Shape of Jupiter, they clapr upon his in- 
finite Sanctity Rapes nnd Adulteries: They impeachrt him 
of Robberies under the Notion of Mercury, of Cruelty 
under that of Mars, Sc. Nay they ſtript him of all 
Wiſdom under the Figures of Beaſts, and even of Senſe 
under thoſe of Onyons, Fire, and Water, If therefore we 
are obliged to adore God as a Being eternal, independent, 
infinitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe ; you could not believe, 

nor 
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nor worſhip God, as the old Heathens did, nor can you 
go over to any Pagan Sociery that now is, either in the 
Eat or Weſt Indies: For tho they do worſhip the true 
and inviſible God, under viſible and material Images, ye 
they charge him with a thouſand Impertinencies, de. 
ſtructive ro thoſe Notions under which he commang; 
Worſhip. So that we muſt reform your Theſis, and dafh 
our of the univerſal Permiſſion, not only two or three, 
but two or three thouſand Religions eftabliſhr in the 
World by Cuſtom, and maintain d by all tbe Supports of 
Force and Authority: For they outrage Nature, and bur. 
leſque God's moſt ſacred Attributes; they rifle his Ma. 
jeſty, entrench upon his Wiſdom, aſperſe his Sanctity, and 
rurn his very Being into Farce and Raillery. 

Arioviſtus was at a Nonplus, and his Concern flew to 
his Face: Nay, his uſual Confidence withdrew, and 
even Raillery the laſt Defence of Libertines deſerred him; 
fo that he made a Figure worthy of laughter and com- 
paſſion: At laft he reſolvd to gain Time for Refe. 
Ction, and therefore addreſſing himſelf ro the Lady; 
Madam ( ſaid he) I have almoſt talk d my ſelf out of 
breath, an Hours reſpite will not be unſeaſonable; with 
your leave, we will put off the Concluſion till the Eve. 
ning. a | 

Upon Condition (anſwer'd the Lady) you'll retum 
to the Conference, or Condemn your Principles. 

Ariov. III be bound for my Appearance, or if you ask 
better Security, my Friend, I preſume, will give in Bail 
for my forth-coming : Then turning himſelf ro Euſebiurs 
we are (continu'd he) in rhe Pir, and muſt fighr ir out: 
There is no place left for Retrear. Leaving the Compa- 
ny he walk d into the Garden, rather to conceal his Cha. 
grin, than to rake the Air: And indeed I wonder not at 
his Concern ; for it's obſerv'd, that tho' Libertines 
hate Conſcience, they are fond of Honour; they ate 
Creatures made up of Pride and Arrogance, and there- 
fore neither know how to bear an Advantage with Mo- 
deracion, nor a Diſappointment with Patience. 

When he was gone: Iam ſurpris d (ſaid the Lady) at 
the Gentleman's Confidence ; ſurely his Aſſurance weighs 
more than his judgment; why elſe will he bring his 
Cauſe to another Hearing ? J love not to laugh at ano- 
ther Man's Misfortune, nor to draw Pleaſure from his 


Confue 
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you Ml Confuſion : But, methinks, I cant be ſorry to ſee Ir- 
| the religion puniſh'd in its grand Protector: Humiliarions 
true Wl work more on a Libertines Underſtanding, than Demon- 
jet gration; and thoſe that can't be argu'd out of looſe Prin- 
de. ciples, are ſomerimes ſham d out of em. f 
ands Were the Vertue of Arioviſtus equal to his Wir (Gid 
dah Wi tis Friend) nothing could be more Accompliſh'd than he; 
ee, Wi bac 1 muſt own, his Morals are bad, and his Principles 
the worſe : He laughs at rhe Difference between Good and 
ts of Bil gui: And I have heard him ſay, No Sin u blacker, than 
bur. Wil te very Thinking there is any : Nay ; he defines Sin, 4 
Ma. Thing that ſome live by inveiging ' againſt, and others by 
and 2 And hence it is, that he, not only makes a 
Practice, but a Boaſt of Sin, and defends it with as 
o much Greedineſs as he commits it. 
and Enſeb. But Sir, tho ſuch Men carry off the Reputa- 
im; ¶ ton of Wit, they have too little of the Man, to be the 
om. Sandard of Mankind: We ate not (God be thank d) 
eflc- BN Fools enough to take Scoffs for Arguments, nor Raillery 
y; or Reaſon : He is a great Ignoramus, who knows not 
t of ur it's eafier ro ſport with Vertue, than to practiſe it; 
vith I Indeed, if Arioviſtus could jeſt Sin into Nothing, his 
Ne. Mitch would not be unreaſonable : But the wild Humour 
of a Debauchee, caunot work upon the Nature of things: 
un Wi may dive into Eſſences, but not tranſmute em. 
However, I hope to reaſon the Gentleman our of Conceir 
ask both of his Wir and Religion, and to perſwade him that 
Bail Mole are Fools who ſport themſelves into Hell; and 
%% dat none more certainly do fo, than thoſe who make 2 
ut « let of Sin, and a Pagent of Religion: For tho a Man 
Pi vdo dares defie God, and look Damnation in the Face, 
he may be Witty, I am ſure he is ſuperlarively Fooliſh. 
Ex was no leſs mortify'd than Arioviſtus. He was 
dot indeed concern'd at his diſgrace ; no, he rather felt 
Hmptoms of Indignation than of Pity ; and wilſh'd he 
lad defended his Poſt with greater Bravery, or render d 
t with more Ignominy : For having been deluded by 
ioviſtus , he thought the Weakneſs of his Defence 


5 Fould glance upon his own Reputation, and that the 
5 World would tax him of Levity, or Simplicity, for em- 
racing Laricudinatianiſm upon ſo weak Grounds. One 


1 od ſwear, ſaid he in a Paſſion, theſe Men by their 
e had engroſs d all the = of the Nation ; as well 
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as the Vices; yer bring em to the Touchſtone, and you 
find nothing but Drofs ; they argue as ill as they believe a 
and are as great Strangers ta Reafon, as to Vertue; they 
Difpute no more , methodically than they live, and ar 
as weak in Principle, as violent in Paſſion. Eudoxus was Ye 

oing on, when Dinner put an end to his Invetiye W 
Atzoviſtus had not walk d away his Reſentment, he 
brought it to Fab'e, and even difcover'd it by endeavqy. 


ring to conceat it: He run up Pleaſantry to afteCtatio, il br. 
and made himſelf ridiculous, not to appear in a Paſſicn : cal 
So that the Lady told him with a Smile, He was men; A 


oat of Vexation ; bur Arioviſtus let the Compliment fil. 
thinking it the beſt way, to connive at a petty Affront 
he durſt not revenge; and ſo they enter'd upon a Con- 
verſation of indifferent Subjects. 


1 5 
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DIALOGUE xn. 


Arioviſtus is forced to confeſs, that one only Religion 
＋ | Fas UI Sita 7s Saving. 


T HE Lady invited the Company into the Garder 
after Dinner: She was impatient to ſee the Iſſue of 
the Diſpute, which ſhe hop'd wou'd prove diſadvants- 
geous ro Arzoviſtu: Nay, rhe morning's Succeſs had not 
only alaid her Fears, but even given her an Aſſurance, 
that Truth would triumph over Falfiry, and Religion 
over Impiety; beſides ſhe flatter'd herſelf, her Son would 

profit by Arioviſtuss Misfortune, and deſert thoſe Tenets 
his Mafter was not able to defend; for he was diffarisfy' 
with the morning's Performance, and the Abilities of A, 
Arioviſtus came nor up to his Expectarion : He ſaw him 
always upon the Retreat, and that he rather ſhuM'd than 
argu'd ; he ſcarce durſt look an Argument in the Face; N 
and tho he ſomerimes fenc'd off Blows, he never gare P 
any: In fine, he turn d ſhort upon himſelf, and generally 
confuted one Reply by the contrariery of the other; [0 
that Eudoxus ſuſpected the Cauſe of Arioviſtus was 10 
better than the Defence of it, and that he pleaded i. 
becauſe it was deſtitute of Reaſon. | T 
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After a Turn or two in the Garden, the Lady lea- 
ling the Company into an Arbor; methinks (ſaid ſhe 
10 Arioviſtus). this Place was made for Converſation ; 
we have both Time and Convenience to give a ſecond 
Hearing: You are I am ſure a Gentleman of your 
Word. | 
' Ariov. Madam, I defire nothing more: Let us then 
continu'd he, turning bimſelf ro Euſebius, begin where we 
broke off this Morning: Be pleas'd, Sir, to remember, I 
caſt before you a Scheme of thoſe Religions that are 
4-la-mode among our young Town-Sparks. Some are ſo 
zmazingly Irreligious, as to turn Religion into a Trick 
of State; they ſay it's a Slave to Government, and can- 
not oblige till it paſs into Law, but then it's Binding, 
though never ſo Execrable. 

Others retrench from this Command, theſe Religions 
that welter in Blood, and flame with Proſtitution: Such 
Religions, they ſay, are fram'd for Cyclops, and calcula, 
ed for Sodom and Gomorrha: A Man muſt turn a Lyon, 
or Baboon, to practile the Duties of ſuch Churches, 
and a Devil to command em: Wherefore they ſtigma- 
tize the Believers of ſuch ſcandalous Tenets, and throw 
both the Credenda and Agenda our of the Pale of God's 
beimiſſion: But then, a few excepred, all others, they 
ſay, are allow'd of; a good Intention rectiſies their Er- 
tors, and even compounds for Idolatry its ſelf; it per- 
ſwades God to wink at Impiety ; and to take Affronts for 
Veneration. This is, no doubt to treſpaſs upon his 
Goodneſs, to make bold with his Greatneſs, and to treat 
his Majeſty with Scorn and Contempt. 

The Company ſmil'd, and admir'd no leſs the Gentle- 
man's Confidence, than the Contrivance ; by this little 
Artifice he very handlomely heav'd the Shame of the De- 
feat from himſelf ro thoſe young Sparks, whoſe Perſwaſi- 
n he pretended to defend: But the Impoſture lay roo 
open to trapan the Company, for he diſputed not as Se- 
cond, but as Principal, and pleaded his own Cauſe, not 
others: Bur thoſe Men are above the Niceties of Honour, 
or Punctilio's of Conſcience. 

Enſebius knew not well how to model his Countenance, 
le was both tempted ro laugh, and to frown ; for the 
Turn was witty, tho impudent. Ar laſt ; Sir, (aid he to 
Arioviſtur, I thought you had undertaken the Defence of 

P 3 | your 
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your own Religion, not of Fohn an Oakes ; I love not 1, 
encounter Nee nor to engage with Corporation 
by proxy. However, I am glad you have chang'd Side: 
and left the Poſt of an Advocate for that of an Accuſer. 
we have ar leaſt made ſome Progreſs : For now it's a. 
greed on, that in ſpight of Mr. Hobbs and his Proſelyres, 
the.Laws of Common-wealth muſt not be the Standard of 
our Faith; that God permits not (much leſs commands 
us) to convene with thoſe Congregations in Religion, 
that conntenance Impieties; in fine, that Idolatry in. 
vades God's Right, ſtrikes at his Prerogative, and draus 
upon his very Perſon : So that in Concluſion, thoſe Reli- 
gions that are permitted, take up but little Room, and 
may be caſt up without the help of Arirhmerick : Now, 
Sir, favour us with a Draught of your Tenets, 

Ariov. With all my Heart, I neither bluſh to acknow: 
ledge my Religion, nor fear to defend it: It's upright in 
irs Principles, and reaſonable in the Application : Ir's fits 
ted for all Capacities ; the Peaſant comprehends it, and 
the Philoſopher admires ir: In a word, my Religion is, 
what Men call Natural: It's of the ſame Date with our 
Nature, and came into the World with Adam: God print: 
ed every Article of it in our Hearts, before the Invention 
of the Prefs, and it's propagated by Generation: We cat 
ry our Goſpel and Prophecies within us, which can nei- 
ther be corrupted by Malice, Ignorance, or Inadverrtency. 
Our Creed is plain, and our Decalogue ſhorr,. bur compre- 
henfive. Wie believe a God, Maler of Heaven and Earth; 
a God that puniſhes Vice, and rewards Vertue, he require: 
no Sacrifice but of our Hearts, no Reſpect, but Awe of his 
Grandure, and Obedience to his Commands; nor does hi! 
Law put any Precept upon us but this, Do as you would bt 
done by). ; 5 

This Religion is Univerſal: It's neither confin'd to 
Time, nor Place : Ir rakes in all Ages, and runs thro' al 
Climars : It obliges the moſt Incult Nations of the World, 
together with the moſt Polite ; and becauſe all know its 
Preceprs, no Man is exempted from their Obedience: 
Yer ir permits thoſe Rites and Ceremonies tho' vain and 
ſuperſtitious, which claſh not with the above-mentiond 
Tenets : But the very Moment a Religion coins an Ar- 
ticle, oppoſite to the Belief of a God, or contrary to the 
Attributes of his Sanctity, Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Mercy; 
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* 


The Gentleman Inflruled. 213 
when it refuſes to this all-powerful Being an Acknowledg- 
ment of Dependence, and withal reverles this great Law 
of Nature, Quod tibi non vis fieri alteri ne feceris ; I ſay, 
the Moment a Religion falls into ſuch bare-fac'd Impie- 
ties, it becomes Sacrilegious and abominable: And for 
this reaſon, I extend God's Permiſſion ro Three only Re- 
ligions, the Chriſtian, Jewiſh, and Mahometan ; for theſe 
alone ſtand upon the Law of Nature; they inſtill moſt 
excellent Principles, and regulate our Duty to God, and 
our Obligation to Men. 

Euſeb. Do you ſpeak your own Thoughts? I put the 
Queſtion for a Caution againſt Miſtakes, for we have 
play'd away the Morning at croſs Queſtions. 

Ariov, It's my Opinion, and will ſtand the moſt ſevere 
Teſt of Reaſon ; Nothing material can poflibly be 
brought againſt it. | 

Euſeb. For all that, I hope to baniſh two of the three 
Religions our of the Permiſſion ; nay, and force you ro 
confeſs there are no more Religions than Gods, A Man, 
you ſay, may commence a Jew, when he has taken the 
Per ar Chriſtianity, and change Baptiſm for Circumciſi- 
on; and when he has taken a Surfeit of the Talmud, he 
may piouſly ftrike off to Mecha, and truck the Pentateuch 
for the Alcoran, 

Ariov, He may. 

Euſeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, therefore in England 
we may believe Chriſt is the true Meſſias, born of a Vir- 
gin, true God, and true Man; who dy'd for our Sins, 
and was butcher d by our Malice: But when we have 
given up our Names to a Rabbin, and are Adopted into 
one of the Tribes, we may change Language, and as 
lafely proteſt the Meſſias is yet to come; that Chriſt is a 
meer Man, nothing different from others, but that he was 
more Criminal; that he dy'd for his own Offences, not 
lor ours; that Juſtice took him off, not Envy: We may 
believe theſe Lenets, and ſwear to the Truth of every 
Title. The Chriſtian engages God's Authority for the 
Truth of his Creed, the Jew takes the ſame Liberty ; yer 
one Side jars with the other. Here is a down-right Con- 
tradition, nor can all the Artifice of Logick, all the Pow- 
er of the Almighty, reconcile both Sides. If the Chriſti- 
an be in the Right, the Jew is in the Wrong; and if 
Truth ſtands for the Jew, it muſt of Neceſſity abandon 
he Chriſtian, P 3 Ariov. 
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Ariov, You have Reaſon, bur becauſe I know no: 
which Side Truth favours, I may joyn with either. 
Euſeb, Suppoſing your Pretenſions grounded, you can. 
not take both Sides: For tho you are ignorant with 
which Party Truth ſides, you are ſure it can't ſtand for 
both: So that tho in your Hypotheſis you may either be 

w, or Chriſtian, you can t be both ſucceſſively: If you 
| {wear to the Chriſtian Symbol to day, and to the Jewiſh 

to morrow, you are perjur d beyond all peradventute; 
for you know the Tenets of theſe two Churches dont 
nick like Tal lies. RY 
Bat this is not all (continu d Euſebius) if God permits 
me to take up with the Brethren of the Circumciſion, 
he permits me to refuſe Worſhip to Jeſus Chriſt; nay, to 
Blaſpheme him. It I may tura off to the Chriſtians, he 
permizs me to adore him. Now either he is God. or he 
is nat: If the Second, I muſt not adore him, for tho 
God be Maſter of his Favours, he is nor of his Honour; 
be cant make this over to any Creature by a Deed of 
Gift, or:Conyeyance ; tho' he be Eternal, like a Minor 
he cant alienate the Title: But again, if Chriſt be God, 
certainly be requires Adoration as an indiſpenſable Duty, 
and if we fail to diſcharge our ſelves of the Obligation, 
God will not fail to puniſn our Neglect. | 

Moreover, God can't, you ſay, permit theſe Offences 
thar' Nature condemns : His Prerogative-Royal reaches 
not ſo far: Now what ean intrench more upon Nature, 
chan to inveſt a Creature with the Title ro a Worſhip 
which God alone can claim a Right to? Than to with- 
draw my Allegiance from rhe Creator of all Things, and 
baw to my Fellow Creature: Yer God permits Chriſtia- 
nity on the one Side, and on the other; it's flat Idolatry 
tu adore Chriſt if be be only Mah; therefore if Chriſt be 
only Man, God permits Idolatry, id eſt, a, Sin of the 

higheſt Malice againſt the very firſt Principle of Nature: 
Irs then as evident that one of theſe Religions is forbid, 
as tirat one is meer Practice and Impoſture; and it's as 
manifeſt, that one is Practice and Impoſture, as that both 
Members of a Contradiction can t poſſibly be True. 

Arion. Were J ſure thar Chriſt was God, I ſhould lic 
under an indiſpenſable Obligation of adoring, him; l 
muſt: then adhere to Chriſtianity; and if Occaſion te- 
quit d, fign my Faith with my Blood: And were I * 
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he was Man alone, I onght to wheel off from the Church | 
to a Synagegue, and exchange the Goſpel for the Talmud : 
gut J am in the Dark, I rove in Obſcurity, and cannpt 
determine for which Religion Truth ſtands: In this Un- 
certainty God permits me to clap in with either; my Ig- 
norance juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my Choice; a 
though by refuſing to adore Chrift, I may not do him 
Right, Ignorance binders me from doing him Wrong: 
Thus tho' the Jews deprive him of his Due, if he be 
God ; and. the Chriſtians give more than his Due, if he 
be not; yet their Sin can be only Material, that is, with- 
out Malice, and conſequently without Offence ; ſeeing 
neither Religion is impious in its Worſhip, and both ex- 
cellent in their Preceprs of Morality, its clear we may 
follow either. 

Euſeb. Never did Men talk more of Religion than we, 
and never had Men leſs, To level Judaiſm with Chri- 
ſtianity. even in a Chriſtian, nay a reform'd Kingdom, is 
one ofthe moſt monſtrous Attempts that ever I heard of: 
The very Thought of fo bold a Blaſphemy almoſt caſts 
me into an Agony, and makes me ſwear with Diſguft : 
This is to raiſe a Croſs for our blefſed Redeemer in Chri- 
fendom, as the Jews did in Feruſalem, to play upon his 
Goodneſs, to revile his Grearneſs, and to ſalute him with 
a Crucifige : Bur what will not Men do to ſupport a dying 
Cauſe, who have Nothing left, bur il and Forehead ? 
Your Religion, Sir, is nor Calculated up for 1700, bur 
for 1642, or thereabouts, when rhe Ten Commandments 
were only Authentick during Pleaſure, when the four E- 
vanpeliſts were upon their Behaviour, with a quamdiu ſe 
bene geſſerint, and a nemine contradicente, not the Bible, 
govern d the Pulpit: In fine, your very Defence of Reli- 
gion ſtrikes at Religion, and whilſt you approve either, 
you fairly condemn both; for you pretend both the Jew- 
im and Chriſtian Religion are permitted, becauſe you 
doubt of both, and know not on which Side Truth 
ſtands : Now ſuppoſing you are in ſuch Circumſtances; 
Its evident you can't in Copſcience embrace either; for 
which Side ſoever you rake, you fear you are in the 
Wrong: Now whoſoever ſquares his Actions by a dubi- 
ous Dictamen of Conſcience, is certainly guilry of a for- 
mil Sin, tho otherwiſe the Objects are not only Lawfu/, 


but Laudable. This is an unequeſtionable Principle in 
Ws i ct Morals, 
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Morals, and can only be deny'd by thoſe who make 9 4 
Difference between Good and Evil. If therefore you 2 per 
dore Chriſt with the Chriſtian, and at the fame tim i Mc 
doubt of his Divinity, you offend God in the very Act d tha 
Worſhip : You are a kind of a Pagan, tho' no Idolate: the 
On the other Side, if you blaſpheme him with the Jen MW tr 
if you ftrip him of bis Divine Nature, if you herd hin WM ar: 
with the accurſed Crew of Hypocrites, and Impoſtor, Ml cla 
and at the ſame time ſuſpect he is more than a Man, th; Ml its 
the Doubt may perchance diminiſh the Sin, ir canng 
poſſibly excuſe it. ſec 
Ariov, This is pretty. Muſt I then like old EraſmyM pa 
dangle in the Air between both Churches? Or if I don or 
of all Religions, muſt I profeſs none? Certainly, Sir, vou kr 
miſtake your Errand : Whilſt you pull down Latitudin; WW M 
rianiſm , you very fairly ſer up Atheiſm; and leſt I to 
Religions ſhould be Saving you diſallow of all. I wou D 
ſer our at Fordan, and take my Progreſs from one Reli. le 
gion to another, I would let any Man write upon me 1 
Turk, Few, Anabaptiſt, Presbyterian, Independent, or wh I 


Perſwaſion you pleaſe rather than an Atheiſt. In fine, it; m 
more Orthodox to profeſs any Religion than none. hi 
Euſeb. Under Favour, I would no more perſuade yu 2 
to condemn all Religions than to approve all. I know ir 
there is a true Religion, and I am oe there is but one. f 
Nay, I am confident, that the Chriſtian Religion carries 
ſo many viſible Marks of divine Revelation about it, chat U 
2 Man, who will bring Things to a ſober Examen, mut WM 1 
confeſs it came from Heaven, and that he who turns 
Chriſtianity into a Fable, or the Doctrine of the Bible in- 
xo Illuſion, deſerves either to be begg'd for a Fool, or to 
be ſtigmatiz d for a Blaſphemer. Bur if you waver with 
Doubts, and fluctuate between the Synagogue and the 
Church, without being able certainly to determine in 
which Truth is preach d, in which Impoſture ; rouze up 
your Reaſon, bring both to the Bar, hear their Pretenſ- 
Ons, examin the Motives of Credibility, and in fine ſum 
p the Evidence, and if you do this imparrially, youll 
oon either he a Madman, or a Chriſtian. 
Ariov. But, if after I have heard the Witneſſes, and 
weigh'd the Evidence on both Sides with Deliberarion, 
Maturity, and Impartiality; if I ſay, after theſe ceremo- 
nia] Preliminaries, I remain ambiguous, muſt I neither 
convene with the Jew, nor the Chriſtian z Fach 
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Euſeb. With neither, if this ſtrange Caſe ſhould hap- 
pen; I fay ſhould happen, for in Reality it cannot; the 
Motives of Chriſtianity are ſo many, and ſo convincing, 
that unleſs we ſhur our Eyes, and hood-wink Realon, 
they'll force us to acknowledge, that if it be nor evidently 
true, it's ar leaſt evidently credible ; and when once yon 
are come up to this certainty, then you are oblig'd to de- 
clare for Chriſtianity, to believe irs Tenets, and practiſe 
its Morals, | 

Ariov. Tho' Chriſtianiry compar'd with Judaiſm may 
ſeem Credible, perchance it may ſeem Incredible, if com- 
par d with ſome other Religion, that has never appear d 
on our Horizon : For as there are Terre Incognite, un- 
known Regions, ſo there are undiſcoverd Religions. 
Muſt I therefore take my leave of Old England, Trudge 
to Sea, and encompaſs the World with Sir Francis 
Drake, before I. pitch upon a Religion? Or muſt I at 
leaſt rig out a Veſſel of Intelligence; and then work 
upon thoſe Materials the Captain or Mate bring home? 
This is a Work both tedious, and expenſive ; nay, I 
may add, endleſs, and fooliſh ; and he that can perſuade 
himſelf God requires ſuch a Puzling and ſo impoſfible 
a Scruviny, muſt confeſs the wiſe Maker of all Things, 
l rather to be laughd at by Men, than wor- 
ſhipd. | | 
Euſeb, Keep at home; God neither commands you 
to ſhip for Africa, or America, nor to run in Queſt after 
the Fables of the Brachmans, or the Superſtirions of rhe 
Bonzies, A Religion that is evidently credible in Eng- 
land, is ſo all the World over, with what Sect ſoever you 
compare it : For neither God's Goodneſs, nor Wiſdom 
can permit, that a falſe wy be equally Credible 
with the true one; much leſs can he permit ir to be 
more Credible, and leaſt of all, to be evidently Credible - 
If therefore after a ſober Examen, you find ſuch an Ap- 
pearance of Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, that you 
cannot doubt of it without Imprudence and Raſhneſs, 
you may conclude without comparing it with any other, 
that you are oblig d to adhere to it, as reveal'd by God; 
and if you refuſe ro believe his Supreme Veracity, (when 
E cannot without a high Imprudence doubt, but he 
peaks) you muſt expect to pay for the Contempt, by 
proaning eternally under the Weigbt of his * 
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Daſh therefore out of the Patent, one of theſe two Re. 
ligions, and I counſel you (out of Reſpect to the Bay. 
tilm you have receiv'd, and the Kingdom you live in] 
rather to give up Judaiſm than Chriſtianity; and after 
all, Sir, Circumciſion is painful, and our Engliſh Con. 
ſtirutions will not bear the Operation. | 
Ariov. Take your Courſe ; we have been upon Dur 
a great while, and I am willing ro come to an Agree. 
ment upon any Terms. 
©  Eufſeb. To an End, you mean, of the Diſpure ; for we 
can no more agree than Light and Darkneſs, than Truth 
and Falſhood, than Libertiniſm, and Religion. The 
preſent Queſtion is, whether a Man may in Conſcience 
conform to the Alceran in Conſtantinople, and to the 
Goſpel in Chriſtendom. Pray what Opinion have you 
of the Alcoran ? Was it compil'd by divine Inſpiration, 
or Impoſture ? By a Propher, or a Chear ? By the Im- 
pulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Suggeſtion of Lewdneſs, 
and Ambition? 
Ariod. Every Tittle breaths Nonſenſe, Impiety, or 
Blaſphemy : Ir puts almoſt the very Alphabet out of 
Countenance, and infects the Paper it's writ on. A Man 
muſt commence Fool, before he can impoſe upon his Rea- 


. fon thoſe forgeries for Revelations ; and turn Beaſt to 


practiſe the Morals. | i 
Buſeb. Enough: Why ſo much Hear ? So much In- 


vective againſt a Religion that comes within the Verge 
of Permiſſion? If tolerated, it delerves Reſpect ; if not, 
why do you defend it? It's ridiculous to damn the Alco- 
ran, and canonize the Doctrine: To cenſure Mahemer, 
and approve Mahometiſm. | 

Bur, pray Sir, if rhe Alcoran favonrs Lewdneſs, and 
lets looſe Senfuality ; if ir draws upon Modeſty, and 
rilts at Reaſon ; if ir gorges with Impiety, and ſmells of 
Blaſphemy ; how can you put on the Turban, and herd 
with the Muffelmen ? For when you jump over the Pale 
of Chriſtianity, and give up your Name to the Cady, or 
Myfty, you muſt take up for Truths theſe Fables, you 
now brand with Forgery and Impoſture; you muſt 
change the Key to another Tune, you muſt revere at 
Conſtantinople what you laugh ar in London, and bow to 
what you ridicule ; you muſt ſay and believe, Untruths 


is the Language of Heaven, Blaſphemy the Dictates 3 
g the 
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the Holy Ghaſt, Murthers, Lewdneſs, and Rapines, the 
Commands of a meek, holy, and juſt Deiry ; for the 
Turks Take all the Alcoran for Revelation and Precept: 
Now to ſay God has reveal d ſome Things that claſh with 
Truth, others that check Reaſon, and others again that 
over-{hoor Extra vagance; that he commands ſome Things 
that dilcountenance Vertue, and encourage Libertiniſm ; 
js ro ſtrike at all his Attributes, and to make at his very 
perſon; it's to frame a more vile Idea of his Divinity, 
than the very Laplander : For theirs is only Ridiculous, 
whilſt yours is Sacrilegious and Execrable. 

Ariov, Were I at Conſtantinople, L would {ſpeak like 
the Mufty, and do like a Muſſelman, but then in my 
Cloſer I would laugh at their Folly, and pity their Blind- 
nels; though my Tongue conform'd to the eſtabliſn d 
Religion, my Heart ſhould be a Recuſant : This ſhould 
adore God in Spirit and Truth, rho' my Tongue and out- 
ward Man worſhip d him with Blaſphemies, and ſerv'd 
him in Senſualiry : All Exterior Actions are to be rated 
by the Interior, this is their proper Standard; if the In- 
tention be Sterling, they cannot poſſibly be Counter- 
feit. 

Euſeb. Ho! We are juſt where we ſet out: Now all 
Religions are permitted again. | 

Ariov. Why ſo? 

Euſeb. If the Intention can ſanctifie Hypocriſie, and the 
moſt outragious Blaſphemies, why may it nor conveigh 
Piery into Murthers? And Holineſs into che impure Sab- 
boths of Venus and Priapus > Why can't it blanch over 
the Horrour of the Mexicans human Sacrifices ? Or the 
Cruelry of the Punick burning Statues of Saturn ? You 
may, you ſay, at Conſtantinople expoſe Chriſtianity to 
the Scorn and Perulancy of Infidels; give up the Bible 
to Turks and Barbarians ; impeach Chriſtians of Apo- 
ſtacy, and make Impudence and Inſpiration ſpeak rbe 
lame Language: If a good Intention can juſtify at Con- 
ftantinople ſuch a Catalogue of black Impieties, why may 
it not authorize leſs Crimes in other places? Return bold- 
ly td your firſt Theſis ; exclude no Religion out of the Act 
of Indulgence ; place Vertue and Vice on the ſame Le- 
rel; pull down the Boundaries berween Good and Evil ; 
take off the Reſtraint of Conſcience, and blend Men and 
Beaſts into one Species. Come, Sir, pluck up a good 

; Hearr ; 
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Heart; caſt the Die, and paſs the Rubicon of Honour and 
Conſcience, our Diſpute will otherwiſe be at an end; 
for we have caſt out the Talmud as Apocryphal ; you 
have diſcarded the Alcoran ; ſo that the Goſpel only 
ſtands untouch'd, and God's Permiſſion is confin'd to 
Chriſtianity alone. | 

Arioviſtus found himſelf in the Toyl, and knew not 
which way to unhamper himſelf ; his concern flew to 
his Face, and every Poſture betray d an extreme Paſſion; 
he ſeem'd to brood ſome deſperate Reſolution, and on- 
Iy wanted Boldnelſs to execute it: After a ſhorr Strife 
between Shame and Revenge; I perceive ſaid he to Eu. 
ſebius, you take Advantage of my Condeſcenſion, and 
even turn my Civility againft me; you manage a Fa- 
vour ſo ungenteely, that I ſhall ſtand off in Caution and 
Reſervedneſs for the future. | 

Euſeb. Explain your Meaning. I ſuppoſe in Diſputes, 
Reaſon muſt take place of Ceremony, and that a Man 
may preſs an Argument home without treſpaſſing upon 
good Breeding: To be plain, I am more beholding to 
my Arguments, than to your Liberality; yoa have con- 
deſcended to me, as Boufflers did to K. William, when 
he could hold out no longer: In a Word, I have not 
courred, bur ftormd you into thoſe Conceſſions you 
bluſh ar. 255 
Ariov. Hold there; I laid the Alcoran at your Mer- 
cy without Neceſſity, and attach d it of Impoſture, Falla. 
ey, and Blaſphemy, out of an Exceſs of good Nature, 
and Complaiſance. | 

Euſeb. Out of good Nature and Complaiſance ? 

' Ariov, Yes; for among Friends, it carries an Air of 
Truth, and the unlimited Extent of that Perſwaſion 
pleads home for the Divinity of its Author. 

Euſeb. Ho! ho! we have Turks in England: I thought 
the Ottoman Religion reach'd no farther than the Otto- 
man Sword; but I perceive it has ſwum over into our 
Iſland. Pray, continu'd he with a Smile, what is your 
Turkiſh Appellation ? Solyman ? or Achmet? But Raillery 
a part; bad I been upon the Pinch, I would have dropt 
rhe Turk, and kepr the Chriſtian : For a Chriſtian Turk 
is a frank Atheiſt once remov'd, and tho he makes Profeſ- 
ſion of a God, and of a Religion, moſt Men conclude he 


believes neither. Indeed by this unexpected Declaration, 
| you 
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you have diſappointed me; I intended to prove, that 
me only Religion was Saving, and that all others were 
caſt out of the Act for Toleration : But you have made 
derer Work of ir, and diſcarded all Religions, nay, and, 
| fancy, Salvation roo. 

Ariov. With Permiſſion, Sir, tho' I approve the Alco- 
un, | may reverence the Goſpel : And tho' I unlock 
Heaven-Gate ro Muſſelmen, why muft I ſhur it upon 
Chriſtians ®9F\/ 

Euſeb. Why? One runs quite counter to the other, 
even in the moſt-eſſenrial Points, both of Belief and Pra- 
dice. Chriſtian Religion tells us, Chriſt is God; the 
Mahometan, that he is not: That commands us to adore 
him; This forbids us: Now Sir, if Truth favours the 
Turks, Chrift is a meer Creature ; and by Conſequence 
all Chriſtians are downright Idolaters: if therefore God 
will be ador'd as a Being Eternal, infinitely Viſe, and 
infinitely Holy; Its evident, you (who diſcover Truth on 
every Tittle of the Alcoran) cannot with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence profeſs Chriſtianity ; for that great Oracle tells us, 
Chriſt is a Creature; and therefore, ſo ſoon as you com- 
mence Chriſtian, you pay divine Honour to a Man, 
known, and acknowledg'd ſuch : Now to adore God, as 
a Man, is not to worſhip him as a Being Eternal, infi- 
nitely Niſe, and infinitely Holy: And to Adore a Man, 
as God, is to ſtrip the Almighty of all his Prerogarives, 
to rifle the Sanctuary, and to lay the conſecrated Trea- 
ſures at the Feet of a Creature: Here is flat Idolatry on 
the one Hand, and a Monſter compos d of Idolatry and 
dactilege on the other. So that to Sum up the Evidence, 
if Turciſm be a true and allow'd Religion, Chriſtianity 
is not; and ſo my Theſis is prov'd; that one Religion 
alone is Saving: Which glorious Quality to the Shame 
of Latitudinarianiſm, and the Scandal of Reaſon, you 
clap on Mahometiſm. 

The Lady over-joy'd at the Defeat of Arioviſtus was 
not Miſtreſs of her Tranſport : Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid 
ſhe, are for enſuring Cauſes, and never ſpeak under 
Demonſtration : Then turning to him, Sir, (continu'd ſhe) 
I pity your Malice; bur I am glad of your Overthrow : 
You have been more at Variance with your ſelf, than 
with your Adverſary, and ſeldom recall'd one Abſurdity, 
without advancing a greater; but at length, in 2 
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of Senſe, and Reaſon, you have out- ſnot Extravaganc 
it ſelf, and ſeal'd a Million of Impertinencies with a da. 
ring 1 For you have raisd up Mahometiſy 
upon the Ruins of Chriſtianity, and ſunk our bleſſed $2. 
viour into an Impoſtor, to ſwell Mahomet into a Pro. 
het. I courſel you ro flip for Aſia in our Smyrna Fleet, 
or our Engliſy Climat is mortal to a Turkiſh Conſti- 
tution: Theſe Animals can no more live here, than Toad; 
or Spiders in Ireland : Our Engliſh Charity embraces all 
Men, befides Papiſts and Muſſelmen: Thoſe have too 
__ Religion for a reform'd Nation, and theſe too 
| - Tool / 
This Picquant Irony gall'd Arioviſtus ro the Quick; 
Patience abandon'd him, and Paſſion ran away with his 
Judgment: So that at length he broke thro all the Bounds 
even of Reſpect, and Reaſon: Madam, ſaid he, I per. 
ceive you are furpriz'd at my Doctrine: Out of Reſpedt 
to your Ladyſhip, I freely condemn the Alcoran as Pra. 
ctice and Impoſture: Bur then, give me leave to put 
the Goſpel in the Indice alſo: They were both hammer d 
on the lame Anvil; this to hagg Men with Fears, the 
others to divert em with pleaſing Proſpects of ſenſual 
Elyſiums : We have been Hob-goblin d too long into Reli. 
gion; but, God be thank'd, the Vizard is torn off, and 
the Cheat is unmask d, and now we dare play with 
thoſe Monſters, we once trembled at: We enter upon 
the Stage of this World like Beaſts, and make as inglo- 
rious an Exit: Our Lives and Souls ſmoak into Nothing: 
We were flung upon the Earth, as the Leviathan was in 
the Deep to play; ſeeing therefore our Days are few, it; 
Prudence to live apace: Good and Evil are words 4d 
placitum, invented by ſome, to impoſe on others. 
le was going on when, Euſebius pur a ſtop to his 
Impudence. I ſuſpected (ſays he) you acted hitherto in 
Maſquerade ; I am glad the Vizard is fallen off, and 
that the Monſter appears in its own Shape: Men of your 
Principles ſhould be coop'd up in Peſt-Houles, their ve- 
ry Breath ſhoors Contagion, and their Converſation 
Mortal. Your Atheiſtical Club has made Religion cheap, 
and Morality ſhamefull : It has preach'd a conſiderable 
Part of the Nation our of Sobrierv, and Principles too: 
Ir reaches young Gentlemen to Swear and Blaſpheme, 


before they know the Malice of the Sins; and 7 
when 
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when Age opens their Eyes, they rather part with their 
Innocence, than Prophaneneſs. Thus you eſpouſe em to 
Wickednels, before they are able to commit it: But the 
Miſery is, that thoſe who curſe God in their Vouth, in 
good time will defie him; and others who tranſgreſs the 
Decalogue at ten, will laugh at ir before twenty. Bold- 
nels grows upon us with Age, and all the Terrors of 


Conſcience decline; they faint under the Weight of rei- 


terared Crimes, and loſe their Emphaſis ; and then when 
once we are got out of the reach of this importunate 
Cenlor, we ſhall ſwallow down your accurſed Principles, 
not only without Reluctance, but even with Pleaſure: 
We ſhall not only countenance Atheiſm, but profeſs it; 
and ęaſily perſwade our ſelves we die like Beaſts, to 
live like 'em. | 
I know you are no more able ro defend your Morals, 
than your Faith; and I would rather deteſt, than con- 
fare em, were I not acquainted with the Latitudinarian 
Impudence: you vent ſuch hideous Tenets, that they 
amaze Chriſtians, and rather raiſe their Indignation, than 
call for a Confutation; like Puddles they cannot be ſtirr d 
without Infection, and like Plague Sores they endanger 
the Surgeon: Now becaule good Men ſometimes think 
it more expedient to confute thoſe Impieties with Silence, 
than Arguments, Libertines preſently raiſe a Trophy, 
they ſing Pæaua, and cry out Victory. To cut off this 
Retreat, I'll ſhow you in ſnort, that Vertue and Vice 
lie not barely in Opinion. | 
And here I appeal to the Verdict of Mankind: Single 
me our one Man, whoſe Reputation did not ſuffer under 
the very Suſpicion of Vice; and if the bare Suſpicion of 
Evil, has (ſuch a degrading Quality in the Opinions of 
Men, Debauchery it felf muſt have a greater: Human 
Nature has ſuch an Abhorrence of Sin, that it cannot 
value the Wicked equally ro the Virtuous. I never yer 
heard of a Man, who ſeriouſly commended another for 
his Intemperance, or plac'd Lewdneſs among his Titles 
of Honour: Tho Sobriery, Chaſtity, and Juſtice are run 
down in Practice, they ſtand fair in our Eſteem, and no 
Man yet has attempted ro diſgrace an Enemy, by laying 
thole Vertues to his Charge: In fine, it's impoſſible for 
a Man in his Wits, to ęſteem another leſs, becauſe he is 
good: Nay, in this degenerate Age, nothing blaſts more a 
riſing 
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riſing Reputation, than the Imputation of Wickedneſß 
and even thoſe, who in a frantick Tranſport applaug ; 
Debanchee, upon cooler Thoughts deſpiſe him: If al 
Actions are equal, why ate their Effects ſo different? If 
Vertue bas no Advantage over Vice; why do the Profli 
gates eſteem that, tho they embrace hir? Why do Men 
practiſe Vertue with Confidence, and Vice with a bluſhing 
Face, and a trembling Conſcience ? Why do they Sin 
with Fear in their Looks, and an Earthquake in theit 
Minds ? Theſe are terrible Symptoms, that the Diffe- 
rence berween Good and Evil lies deeper than the Ima. 
gination, | | 
Come, Sir, remember when you feel the Smart of 
everlaſting Flames, you'll rake ſmall Pleaſure in the 
Thought that once you derided em; you'll not (uffet 
leſs in that dark Region, becauſe you go laughing thi. 
ther; nor endure the Torments better, becauſe you would 
not believe em. | | 
Arioviſtus was of roo haughty an Humour to bear ſo 
ſevere a Check with Patience, and too violent to dil. 
ſemble his Reſentment ; wherefore turning ro Exſebius ; 
Sir, ſaid he, you Rail better than you Reaſon : Our 
Tongues began the Diſpute, our Swords muſt end it; you 
have left my Tenets, ro attack my Perſon, and rather 
level ar my Actions, than at my Religion: You ate a 
Man of Honour, and can manage a Weapon, as well as 
an Argument; In a word, I expect Satisfaction. 

The Company began ro Smile at this odd Rhodomon- 
tade, bur Eudoxus told him, in controvertiſtical Debates, 
there was no Appeal from Reaſon to the Sword; that 
it was more prudent to confeſs Errors, than ro defend 'em; 
to cancel paſt Crimes, than to commit new ones. | 

Bur Euſebius, who reſolv'd to diſcountenance Latitudi- 
narianiſm, by confounding its Abettor, took him up 
roundly. Sir, ſaid he, I fear your Gaſcoynades no more 
than your Arguments: nor your Sword more than your 
Reatons : Your Conduct is as ſtrange as your Religion; 
becauſe I have wounded your Principles, you invite me 
to tilt ar your Body: No, no, Sir, I value my Life too 
much ro expoſe it for a Punctilio; and your Soul, to 
ſend ir into the other World with a Rapler © I had rather 
{wing off Tyburn into Eternity, than to be duel'd into it; 
for a Duel is a very ill Diſtemper to. dye of. 

Beſides z 
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Befides ; ſhould J accept your Challenge, perchance 
you might diſappoint me: I have known ſome huffing 
Bullies, who never were couragious, bur when they 
food out of the Swords Reach: They would ſend you 4 
hundred Defies for a Word, but had too much Honour to 
juſtifie one; nay, they wou d upon ſecond Thoughts ſub- 
mit to a Baſtonade, rather than occaſion Bloodſhed ; and 
if once their Adverſary drew Blood, like Wizards, rhey 
had no Power to hurt him; in fine, they would always 
begin the War, and conſtantly made the firſt Overtures of 
Peace ; and thus they ſhew'd ar orice both Courage and 
Diſcretion : Whether this Character firs you, 1 dare not 
determine; this norwirhſtanding I muſt affirra, that thoſe 
who pretend to believe leaſt the Terrors of anorhet 
World, apprehend them moſt; and no Men fear more eternal 
Torments, than thoſe who deny the Soul's Immortality: 
Lay by your Sword for a more urgent Occaſion, Fencing 
will never relieve a Controverſie abandon d by. Reaſon; 
2 ſatisfactory Return to my Arguments will ſupport you 
much better than a Puſh : For tho you chance to foil me 
ac Tilting, you will not diſarm my Reaſons. * 
Arioviſtus was too proud to ſubmir to Truth, tho' he 
was too weak to withſtand it; he could not defend his 
Errors, and would not abandon em; ſo that in a Huff 
he call'd for his Horſe ; rub'd off, and left the Field to 
Euſebius. | | 
His Friend apologiz'd for his Rudeneſs, and caſt his 
Incivility on the Exceſs of Paſſion, I hope, ſaid he ro 
the Company, you will excuſe Arioviſtus. I confeſs he 
is too blame, but ofrentimes Anger runs away with the 
judgment; the wiſeſt Men are ſubject to Indiſcreriohs : 
He was baffled, and you know a Defeat to a Man of Ho- 
hour is a mortifying Misfortune ; in fine, having loſt his 
Cauſe, you muſt not wonder, if Patience deſerted him. 
Euſeb,' 1 excuſe his Incivility, but condemn his Pru- 
dence ; he ſaw his Error, why did he nor abjute it He 
ſaw Truth, why did he not embrace it? A Man that 
will pawn his Soul to reſcue his Honour, forfeits both! 
But 1 confeſs, in vain we expect Prudence of Libertines: 
Men without Religion ate always without Realon; they 
may boaſt of Science and Wit till Doomis- day, but no 
body can believe they are over - ſtock d with either: No, 
no; they have only juſt Knowledge enough to ſee their 
| Q Errors, 
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Errors, and Wie enough to enſure their Damnation 
when once tbey are drench'd in looſe Principles, they a; 
paſt Recovery: They turn all Antidores into Rats. bate, 
and ſo either ein asc, or die in Deſpair. 
Iden taking Eudoæus aſide: Are you nor, continu d he 
almoſt ſick of Latitudinarianiſm? You ſaw how weakly 
d ee it; yet he was not ill provided gf 
thoſe Materials, that are neceſlary to plead well, a bad 
Cauſe; he manag d his Aye to the beſt Advantag, 
and edg'd his Reaſons with all the little Artifices of Lan. 
nage and Confidence; bur Truth has prevail'd over 
poſture, and he carries home nothing but Chagrin 
and Confuſion. I hope Providence has reſerv'd the Pro. 
fir of his Defeat for you; he has condemn'd all Religi. 
ons, and Chriſtianity among the reſt; and ar the ſame 
time turns Atheiſt ro live a Libertine. | 
©  Eugox, Nothing but Rage drove Arioviſtus into that 
Prectpice, he was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and 
Mot Blaſphemy when he had ſpent his Reaſons ; bis Per. 
formance falls ſhort of my Expectation. I perceive that 
Boaſting is not an Argument of Wir, and that Confidence 
and Truth are not always on the ſame Side. Arioviſu 
who caus d my Infidelity, has now cur'd it; I owe my 
Converſion to. the. Weakneſs of his Proofs, and to the 
Strength of yours. Chriſtianity is certainly the only S. 
ving Religion, but I am hamper d in a Labyrinth, and 
unleſs, you lend me a Hand ſhall wander eternally in a 
Meander of Miſtakes: For Chriſtian Religion branches 
out into a thouſand Sects, our Iſland is a kind of Pan. 
zheon, and our People like the old Arabians, bend to the 
Breath of every pretended. Inſpiration : Some pretend 
Law, others Scripture : Theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, 
and others Illumination. It's hard ro Calculate up all the 
Religions that diyide the Nation, and almoſt impoſſible 
to examine them. If, I muſt chooſe none, before I have 
impartially ſurvey'd all, I may live a Seeker, and die an 
Aebeiſt. Ave all thoſe Communions Saving? Or is there 


but one? eee . er TY | 
974 There is but one Saving, Copgregation, and the 

Niſcovery, of it is eaſier than you imagine: In a few Days 
1 I pur. ou in the Way to Heaven, which none can 
we by choke who ar eto $0 overlook it: Intereſt 
byaſſes ſome, Education others, Faction deludes mary 
i "13 * an 
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ind Senſuality over-bears more: In fine, when Men con · 
ſult their Inclinations, and model Religion by the Advice 
of Paſſion, you muſt not wonder, if they rake Fancy for 
Revelation, and hug Illuſion for Truth. 

Euſebius ſtaid a Week with Eudoxus, and ſettled his 
judgment. Truth flaſhr ſuch a Light on his Underſtand» 
ing. that he admir'd his former Blindneſs, and thought it 
more difficult to miſtake the true Church, than he did 
before to find it; he learnt what he was to do, as well as 
what he was to believe; and reſolv'd to ſquare his 
Thoughts, and Actions by the Rule of his Duty: He has 
kept his Purpoſe, and at preſent has the Reputation of an 
accompliſh'd Gentleman, and, what he values moſt, of a 
pious Chriftian, This Providence, which permitted Theo- 
machus to fall from a State of Virrue, into a deplorable 
Habit of Vice, rais'd young Eudoxus from the Abyſs of 
Vice, to the Top of Vertue ; to teach poor Mortals, that 
the Sinner muſt nor deſpair, nor the Sainr preſume. 

Euſebius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt 
happy Concluſion, return d to London, and gave Notice 
to Theemachus of his Arrival. | 13 
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DIALOGUE MII. 


Hwing ſettled Eudoxus, Euſebius meets Theoma- 
chus, who. offers to believe the Exiſlence of a God 
upon good Reaſons, tho not Mathematically evident. 


E“ us the next Morning gave Theomachus a Viſit. 
He found him in the Company of ſome Gentlemen of 
his Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſpure had alarm'd ; 
they were concern d that Euſebius had the Face to ſtand 
1 in Defence of God, to plead ſo warmly againſt Athe- 
im, and that after the firſt Camiſado he was return'd to 
beat up their Quarters. Theomachus perſwaded himſelf, 
that the Journey of Euſebius was a meer put- off, and that 
be had really no Buſineſs in the Country, but to wave 
the Conference at London, and ſo ſpread abroad his late 
Engagement, you may be ſure, to his own Advantage: 
He flatter d himſelf and others alſo, that the Diſpute was 
tan End, and being freed from his Enemy, he gave full 

Q 2 Liberty 
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Liberty to his Tongue, and launch'd out into Panegyrick, 
of his vaſt Performance, to the Prejudice of Truth and 
Motlefty: The News of Euſebiuss Arrival dampr his 
Hopes, and convincd him, he had rais'd a Trophy he. 
fore the Victory: He had no mind to engage, nor could 
he retreat with Honour; but in fine, he refolv'd upon the 
Conference, as the leſs Evil, and invited his Friends to the 
Skirmiſh: He receiv'd Euſebius with Demonſtrations of 
Civility, and was rather prodigal than ſparing of Cateſ. 
' des: After many reciprocal Complements, Euſebius ad. 
drefled himſelf ro Jheomachus. 
Eꝛuſeb. Sir, at our laſt Meeting I charg'd Atheiſts with 
Imprudence, becauſe being uncertain whether there were 
a God, a Hell; or a Heaven, they liv'd as if they were 
certain there were no ſuch Things; you endeavour'd 9 
fence againſt rhe Charge, and ro plead nor Guilty ; be. 
cauſe, tho you ſhould take up, and model your Life by 
the Rules of the moſt fevere Morals, this ungrateful Re. 
ſtraint would only ſerve, perchance, to leſſen your Tor. 
ments in the nexr Life, if there be a God, bur would ne. 
ver be able to ſer you in Heaven: For God, ſaid you, te- 
quires as an indiſpenſable Homage, not only a well re. 
gulated Life, but a ſtable and undoubring Belief of his 
Being; the one is of ſmall Ad vantage without the other; 
you pretended this Steddineſs was not in your Power, and 
ask d convincing Reaſons to ſettle and fix your Judgment; 
J promis d you Satisfaction, and am come to keep my 
Word; but ſuppoſe an Evidence below that of Mathe. 
matical Demonſtrations will ſatisfie you. | 
Tbeom. The very Queſtion is reflecting, and you muſt 
either ſuſpect my Wir, or my Judgment to propoſe it: | 
know God 1s neither a Line, Superficies nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a Figure, and there- 
fore lies our of the Reach of Marhematicks: A Man that 
will acquieſce to Nothing but ftrict Demonſtrations, 
would do well ro disband from Society, to lock up his 
Reaſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it about him on 
extraordinary Occafions; he may rake up with the 
Scepricks, and doubr of his own 'Being : No Man can 
demonſtrate by Euclide, or Archimedes, there is ſuch a Ci. 
ry as Conſtantinople, or that there has ever been ſuch an 
Emperour as Auguſtus; and yer, God be thank d, upon 
the credible Teſtimony of thoſe who have ſeen the one, 
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and of thoſe Authors who have wrir of the other, I 
no more doubt of em, than of this unqueſtionable Prin- 
ciple, pars eſt minor toto: Some things may poſſibly be 
falle, tho* I dare pawn my Life, they are not. 

Euſeb. Your Diſcourle is reaſonable: For were. you and 
| caſt upon a delerr Iſland by the Streſs of Wind and 
Weather, and ſhould we find in this abandon'd Region a 
ſtately Palace, built with all Symmetry of Art, we ſhould 
conclude, it was the Work of an Architect, not of Nature 
or Chance; nor would it be in our Power to doubt of it; 
yer tis poſſible for blind Matter to Rendezvoux it ſelf into 
aſtately Louvre; for by a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it may 
be jumbled and ſettled in this beautiful and regular Form. 
A Hundred thouſand blind Men, (tho they ſer out from 
all the Parts of the World) may poſſibly meet together 
upon Black-Heath, and draw up in Rank and File; yet 
ſhould we ſee this extraordinary great Army in Battle- 
Aray, without the help of a Syllogiſm, we ſhould infer, 
they were led to the Place, and each conducted ro his 
Station by ſome, who had better Eyes than they. 

I conceive likewiſe you do nor require Phyſical De- 
monſtrations, id eſt, convincing Proofs drawn from Senſe z 
for God being ſuppos'd a Spirir, cannot fall under cor- 
poral Senſe, and tho he ſhould preſent himſelf to the 
Eyes by- aſſuming a Body, the Spectacle might amaze 
us, but could nor give us any rational Aſſurance, that 
there is an infinite Spirit. 

Tbeom. I ask ſuch Proofs as leave the Underſtanding 
latisfy d, as fix the Judgment, and remove all prudenr 
Doubt; for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an Aſſent, 
as the moſt ſtrict Mathematical Demonſtrations, I am 
as ſure there is ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, as that 
the firſt Propoſition of Euclide is true; and doubt no 
more, bur Ceſar was, than that I am. 

Eub. Tis eaſie I ſee to agree in Preliminaries, when 
the one Side propoſes nothing but what is Juſt, and the 
other will receive what is Reaſonable : You have admit- 
ted whar neither in Prudence, nor Reaſon you could re- 
ject, and I have only ask d what I could not omit, without 
betraying the Intereſt of Truth, and rhe Merits of the 
Cauſe I have undertaken to defend. Now ſeeing the Sub- 
ject is not capable of Mathematical Demonſtrations, nor 
even of Phyſical Evidence in the State we are, methinks, 

Q 3 ; I ap- 
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J apprehend two ways by which God can manifeſt hi! 
Being ro Man: Firſt, by an internal Impreſſion ſtamp 
with his divine Signet in our Nature, which leads us na. 
rurally to the Knowledge of his Exiſtence, as the innav 
Lighr of our Underſtanding, ſhews us the Truth of the 
firſt Principles of Diſcourſe. F 
Secondly, by viſible Effects, which Reaſon tells us mu 
be father d on ſome Cauſe, and which without Conſtraim 
and Violence, our Underſtanding cannot attribute to any 
Thing bur a Being infinitely Powerful, infinitely Wiſe 
and infinitely Good. | 
Theo, I agree, theſe two Ways would be ſufficient to 
ſerrle a reaſonable Man in the Belief of a Deiry, and tha 
an Atheiſt would be rhe moſt abſurd, the moſt unreaſon- 
able Creature in the World, if he requir'd more. 
Euſeb. Well Sir, hitherto we have walk'd Hand in 
Hand, our Judgments have been Uniform, and I hope 
our good Intelligence will conrinue in the following Con- 
ference. I will prove you have theſe very Proofs of his 
Being, you confeſs ſufficient, and as plain as you could 
in Reaſon expect, ſuppoſing he were. Let us therefore 
diſcuſs Things in Order, and produce our Proofs in their 
Turn; when we confound Arguments, we confound 
Ideas, and only contemplate Truth through a Cloud. 
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DIALOGUE xu. 


Tbe firſt Proof for a Deity, drawn from the univerſal 
* 1 Conſent of Mankind, 


Euſeb.”T HE Notion of a God is ſo deeply ingrafted 
in our Minds, that it ſeems to be twiſted and 
interwoven with our Nature; it's of the ſame Dare with 
our Species, ir runs through our Veins with our Blood, 
and is conveigh'd to us from our Anceftors ; it's neither 
fix d to Climate, nor Complexion, it takes in all Times, 


as well as all Places: ir's engraven in the Hearts of the. 


Africans, as well as of the Afiaticks ; the barbarous Tor 
pinbays of Braſil feel the Impreſſion, as well as the moſt 
polite Europeans; and the very brutiſh Hotentors of the 


Cape, in Spighr of Savageneſs, ſhew they are Men * 
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ſt h by acknowledging a Supreme Being; the old AHri- 
mpd e ins have left Poſteriry a convincing Teſtimony they be- 
18 fa. liev'd a God, becauſe they coyn'd falſe ones; they had 
nate never multiply'd Diviniries, had they believ'd there was 
f the none, nor paid divine Worſhip to Statues, had they not 
been perſwaded there was ſome Being above them, that 
mult WM commanded Homage, becauſe he deſerv d ir. by 
rainy The Medes brought down the Aſſyrian Grandure, and 
any Wl bury'd the Empire 1 — with its Emperour, in a 
Vile, Bi Grave of Aſhes ; yer theſe new Conquerours, who an- 
null'd the old Laws, and, enacted new ones, who thruſt 
t to out ancient Cuſtoms ro make room for others, quarrell'a 
that I not with the AHrians about the Belief of a God, they 
on. liv'd in the ſame Perſwaſion; Nebuchadonoxor wou'd needs 
ſhare Worſhip with his Maker, and fo fer up his own 
Starue to receive thoſe Honours which belong d to the Su- 
preme Being. 0 
The Perſians, Succeſſors of the Median Greatnels, ſuc- 
ceeded alſo in their Belief of a Deity: The conquering 
Macedonians agreed in this Point with the vanquiſh'd In- 
dians; and Rome ſurpaſs d all other Nations in Superſti- 
tion, more than Courage ; ſhe built her Greatneſs upon 
the Suppoſition of a Dezty, and as ſome remark, grew 
ſo Great, becauſe ſhe was ſo Pious : She found the Stamp 
of a Divinity, where-ever ſhe carry'd her victorious Arms, 
and the Conqueſt of Foreign Gods, as well as of Cap- 
tive Princes, ſer off her Generals Triumphs. In a Word, 
the Belief of a Deity reach'd as far as the Plantations of 
Men; it has never yet been ſhur our of one Ciry, one 
Bourg, or perchance one Family : The moſt barbarous 
Wretches that ever were, knew there was a Deity, tho 
they miſtook in the Application of rheir Worſhip. You 
may almoſt as ſoon find a People withour Souls, as with- 
out a God, they rather will dedicate an Altar to an un- 
known Deity, than have none. $6 
The Engliſh, Dutch, Portugueſe, and Spaniards, bra- 
ving the Fury of the Winds, and the threatning Surges 
of the enrag d Ocean, have diſcover d a New World in 
our Days, almoſt equal to the Old, they have rifled the 
very Wilderneſſes, and ranſack d the Mines; where-ever 
they mer with the Traces of Men, they fell upon the 
Footſteps of a God; theſe Barbarians that liv'd without 


Laws, without Houſes, without Commerce, were ſel- 
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dom found without Temples ; and tho' a ſavage Educ; 
tion, and more ſavage Vices had obſcur d the Notiq, 
they had not the Power to deface it; twas legible in 
the very Night of Idolatry, in the Obſcurity of Erroun 
and ſome Nations thought twas leſs Ablurdiry to worſhip 
the Devil, than to deny a God. Now if you call for 
Proofs, I can preſent you a Thouſand, as ſtrong and (4, 
tisfactory, as the Subject will bear: Paſt Matters of Faq 
can only be conveighd down to us by Written, or Or] 
Tradition; and thoſe of our own Time, that. lie, at x 
Diftance, can only be prov'd by credible Witneſſes ; 
what I maintain has all theſe Supports, and by Conſe. 
quence can be queſtion d only by thoſe, who will be 
ſure of Nothing, but that they doubt of all Things, 
Theo. Whether this be true or falſe, your Caule will 
not be much the better, nor mine worſe ; yet I muſt tel 
you, you are miſtaken in your Account: I have read in 
Acoſta, and others, that divers People, both in the EA 
and Weſt Indies, live as well without a God, as without 
Houles ; they love Leh, but their Eaſe, and fear No- 
thing dut their bordering Enemies: Beſides our European 
Atheiſts muſterd up in one Body, would make a conſi- 
derable Figure; and London alone uppn an emergent Oc- 
caſion can draw out a brisk Brigade: I am confident at 
jeaſt we exceed you in Quality, if your ſurpaſs us in 
Number, and why may not the one balance rhe other ? 
Euſeb. Oh! I may cry out with Seneca, Mentiuntur 
ui dicunt ſe non ſentire Deum, nam etſi tibi affirment 
interdiu, notiu tamen & ſoli dubitant; they lie who ſay 
they believe n God, for tho by Day in the Hurry of 
Company = ear of Debauch, they may profeſs 4- 
theiſm ; yet in Darkneſs and Retirement they change 
their Mind: Say if you pleaſe no God is the Wiſh of Ma- 
ny, but the Opinon of None: But if ſome Authours have 
ſaid ſo, others equally credible, have contradicted em; 
yet all agree that thoſe People, have more of the Beaft, 
than of the Man; they wander in Woods like Tyger: 


without Commerce, without human Society, they worry 


their oun Species, and prey upon their neareſt Relati- 
ons; ſo that like Children, tho' they have Reaſon, they 
want the. Uſe of it: they live without Reflection, and 
conſequently without Diſcourſe; and indeed I do not ſee 
why Diſeaſes of the Soul may not untune the Ob 
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the Brain, as well as thoſe of the Body; why Education 
and. Barbarity may not obſtruct the Operations of the 
lntellect, as well as a Frenzy. The whole Set of Eu- 
ropean Atheiſts are but a Pack of daring Debauchees, who 
pride in Infamy, and bluſh at Modeſty : They Reaſon ill, 
nd Live worſe ; they hate Truth no leis than Sobriety, 
and are too inſignificant, either to countenance a good 
Cauſe, or prejudice it: Their Votes like Cyphers with- 
our an Unite, make no Number, 

But ler us face your Atheiſts with thoſe who believe 
2 God, and we ſhall find after a general Muſter (tho 
you appear alſo at the Head 6f the London Brigade, an 
infinite Diſproportion. Would it not he true, that all 
the Citizens of London profeſs the Religion of the Church 
England, altho one Presbyterian, or Recuſant upon 
kramen ſhouid be found among em? And will you con- 
telt this univerſal Verity, that reaſonable Creatures en- 
deavour to defend themſelves from the Injuries of Wind 
and Weather, becauſe ſome bruriſh Savages lie under the 
open Canopy of Heaven without Fence, or a Hut to 
teen off rhe Heats of the Summer, or the Cold of the 
Winter ? Yet the Diſproportion between you and us, is 
ten. times greater, than between one Recuſant, and the 
Citizens of London, or between thoſe Men who make 
Proviſions againſt the Rigour of Seaſons, and thoſe who 
do not: If therefore in one Caſe, a particular Fact does 
not prejudice the univerſal Inference, why muſt ir in the 
other ? Ariſtotle tells us, that ſome rejected this Princi- 
ple, A Thing cannot be, and not be at the ſame Time, and 
that Anaxagoras maintain d Snow is black; yer I ſuppoſe, 
if I fay the Principle is receivd by all Mankind, you 
will not except againſt my Aſſertion. I may then conclude, 
that the Perſwaſion of a God runs thro our whole Spe- 
cies, and ſpreads as wide as the remoteſt Colony, 

Theo, If J diſpute my Ground by Inches, we ſhall 
make a long Work of our Conference : Pray go on. 

Euſeb. Our Difference about the Matter of Fact being 
at an End, I ask you the Origin of this univerſal Im- 
preſſion; from whence comes it that this Chymerical Ob- 
ject continually encounters and haunts 'our Underſtand- 
ing * Why do our Apprehenſions rove in another World ? 
And fluſh the Being of a Deity ? 


Thee, 
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_ © Theo, Some witty Gentlemen will tell you, this No: 
tion came into the World by an accidental Fright ; Me; 
ſtarred at Thunder, before they knew rhe Cauſe of i, 
and ſome of greater Wits than their Neighbours im. 
prov d this panick Fear into Religion; they perſwaded 
the Mobile there was ſomebody above, that ſpoke aloud, 
and breath'd forth his Anger in Flames and Smoak; 0. 
thers with much Probability affirm this Perſwaſion ſprings 
from an innate Fear in the Mind of Man, and a reſtleß 
799 of the worſt that may happen, Primum in 
orb» Deos fecit ti mor. ee ee | 

Eꝛuſeb. A Man that will not take Notice of the true 
Reaſon of Things, which generally is but one, may 
forge a Hundred falſe ones; for tho one Path leads to 
Trurh, a Thonſand conduct us into Errour. Pray, Sir, 
ſeeing Men were firſt frighred, and then cheated into the 
Belief of a Deiry, of whom did that witty Gentleman 
borrow the Notion ? He was certainly imbu'd with the 
Idea of a God, before he could communicate it to his 
Neighbours? The Cheat was firſt put on him before be 
deceivd others: Who impos'd on hint ? His Name de- 
ſerves a conſiderable Place in Hiſtory, and I do not ee, 
why our Fore-farhers ſhould have been leſs careful to 
conſerve his Memory, who flyly brought the Notion of 
a God into the World, than his who conveigh'd the 
Tran Horſe into the City, and betray d it to the Ge. 
cians : But tho! you farisfie this Quære, the ſame Quekti. 
on will rerurn, who cozen'd him ? Nor will it ceaſe, 
rill we diſcover the Origin, or have run you up beyond 
the firſt Moment of Time; the only tolerable Eſcape is 
ro reſolve this Fear into Tradition. 

Bar pray tell me, how you know this Impreſſion ab in. 
memoriali, has been handed down from Father ro Son? 
You are Men of Parts, and glory more in Wit than. 
Grace; you generally ſcorn all Authority but your own, 
and appeal even from what we call Scripture, to Ra- 
ſon : Back your Aﬀertion with any tolerable Proof, and for 
once III take it for Demonſtration : All you can ſay a- 
mounts to this, that perchance long ago, ſome thinking 
Brain wrapt up in continual Speculation, blundered up- 
on the Notion, and ſent ir round; that it found a kind 
Receprion ; and even fince has been kept in Countenance 


and Reputation: Bur is it not ſtrange that one * Per- 
N | chance 
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chance that ſtands for no God, ſhould weigh more with 
in Atheiſt, than poſitive Reaſon for him? | 
This Tradition is of a very ancient Date, and older in 
all probability than the Invention of Writing; for ought 
that you know, it has been from the Beginning; nay, 
may add it's ten times more likely, it ſprang up with 
Man, than that a Man firſt ſtarted the Impoſture, and 
others made it over to Poſterity : For the Impreſſion of 
a God ſinks into the Souls not only of thoſe polire, and 
civiliz.d Nations, who have preſervd from Oblivion 
ſome Remnants of paſt Tranſactions in Books and Re- 
cords, but even of thoſe who are as ignorant of whar 
paſs'd in the laſt Age, as of what was done two thou- 
(and Years ago, and of thoſe whoſe Arithmetick goes not 
beyond their Fingers, nor their Knowledge beyond their 
own Remembrance. What likelyhood then that thoſe 
who are Strangers to all Tradition, ſhould be ſo we 
ainted with this? 
"Bur ro diſparch the firſt Gentleman; when the na- 
mral Cauſe of Thunder was diſcover d; why was nor 
the Cheat unmask'd? Why did nor the Phantome dif. 
appear at the Sight of Knowledge, which Ignorance and 
Error had created? Were the Underſtandings of Men 
ſo cow'd with rhe Cheat, they durſt nor ftruggle againſt 
it? Or were they fo enamour'd of their Fears, as to 
cheriſh rhe Object of their Torment? if this be true, 
our Anceſtors were caft in another Mould than we, 
they hugg d what we hate, and doted on what we abhor. 
If a Man impoſes on us by a Surpriſe, ſo ſoon as the 
Cheat is diſcover'd, we ſtand upon our Guard, and like 
Birds ſhot at, grow wild: We become cautious and re- 
ſerv'd, we ſtand off in Jealouſy and Suſpicion : Bur our 
tame Anceſtors, who were thunder'd and lighten'd into 
Belief of a God, kept up the Illuſion when they had un- 
vizarded the Trick : they lik d, it ſeems, the Conceit, 
and were ſo pleas d with Fears and Apprehenſions, they 
reſolv d to make em Immortal. | 
Theo. Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, Time wore out 
the Memory of the Impoſture, but not the Effects: The 
Cheat was ſoon forgot, tho the Notion of a God remain d; 
Education kept this on foot, and conrinu'd it to our Time; 
and indeed the Original Tincture of Education ſeldom 
wears our: Tho fome inbred Principles are mpeg. 
| 15 
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ble againſt Education, yet ſome Cuſtoms ariſe from Egy, 
cation, which Nature it ſelf can hardly deal with. 
Euſeb. Atheiſts when they have loſt their other Holdz 
retreat to Education; they look upon it as an advantz. 
ious. Poſt, and think themſelves here, not only out of 
ide Reach ot Surpriſe, but of Aſſault; it is their darling 
Argument, and therefore deſerves a peculiar Conſidera. 
tion. I deſire you therefore to keep it for a Reſerve, a 
preſent I have the ſecond Gentleman upon my hands, 
and I muſt do him Right betore I leave him. You ſay, 
other Gentlemen affurm with great Probability, that the Per. 
ſwaſion of a God ſprings from an innate Fear in the Mind 
7 Man, and a reſtleſs Apprehenſion of the Worſt that may 
appen ; and then you prop the Aſſertion with the Auths. 
rity of a Poet, This is in Mr. Hobbs's Phraſe ; Fear if 
Pome inviſible, feign'd by the Mind, or imagin'd from Tales 
publickly told, is Religion, 55 
Ihis Evaſi n is liable to great Exceptions; for ſuppo- 
fing Man has an innate Fear, that he is ſubject to ima- 
gine dreadful Things, and apt to {care himſelf with 
gaſtly Apparitions of his own Coining ; yer he cannot 
fear, unleſs he frames, or finds che Object that railes this 
unquiert Paſſion: what Object can he frame in the Shop 
of his Apprehenſions which has not ſome Relation to 
Misfortunes be has either ſeen or heard of ? The Fancy 
may make ſtrange Combinations, and tie together Things 
that have no Connexion, yet it muſt know thoſe things 
before it links em together; for the Apprehenſion, like 
the Will, cannot work upon thoſe Materials that lie out 
of its Sphere. When the Steems of the Hypochondry 
mount up to the Brain, a Man may fanſie himſelf at the 
laſt Gaſp, tho his Pulſe beat even, and he enjoys perfet 
Health, for he has ſeen others die, and knows he is liable 
to the ſame Fate; but the moſt ſplenetick Coxcomb in 
the World cannot fright himſelf with a Pleuriſy, unlels 
he knows there be ſuch a Diſeaſe in Nature. The No- 
tion of a God may therefore awake Man's Fear, but the 
moſt timorous Nature cannot tremble at the Apprehen- 
fion of a God, unleſs ſuch a Being be known : Seeing 
therefore the Knowledge of a God precedes his Fear, 
who ſtampt on Man the Impreſſion ? a 
Theom. We muſt take things as we find em. Man 
depends Originally on himſelf, he is beholding to no ex- 
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efior Principle for his Exiſtence, he is as he ever was, 
and will always be without any intervening Change: 
The Notion of a Deity (theſe Gentlemen ſay) has ſtuck 
coſe to him from Eternity, and in all Probability will 
jogg on with him till the Species fall into Nothing; but 
o what intent this Fury hovers about him, Doctors have 
nor determin d; ſome notwithſtanding are inclin d to be- 
eye, that Nature envious of Mans happineſs, rais d this 
Spirit to cool his Hopes, and ſophiſticate his Pleaſures , 
Euſeb. Your Gentlemen Incognito, whoargue by Proxy, 
triumph without doubt, and fanſie this Anſwer has made 
the Buſineſs wonderfully clear; but I appeal to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, whether it does not rather ſtart 
Difficulties than ſolve em. I have prov'd, that Men 
knew God before they fear d him, and conſequently that 
this Fear could nor ſpring from any innate timorous Diſ- 
polition, but that it muſt be aſcrib d to the great Author 
of Nature, who has ſtampr on our Souls the Knowledge 
of his Being ; now your young Gentlemen very con- 
fdenrly tell m&, Man was ab æterno, and ſtands indebted 
for his Being to no Body but his own Nature, and they 
thruſt on me this tine Syſtem, with ſuch an Air of Aflu- 
rance, as if ir were clear beyond Debate, and near allied 
to the firſt Principles; whereas the Thing is not only 
falſe, but abſurd to Dorage, as I ſhall make out in its 
proper place; but abyſſus abyſſum invocat, one Abſurdi- 
ty uſhers in another; a bad Theſis is always ſupported 
with weak Proofs. 

But for the preſent I admit your Hypotheſis. Ariſtotle 
aſſumes this Aphoriſm as a Principle, natura nibil agit 
fruſtra, Nature does nothing in vain 5 now whether we 
caſt our View without us, or within us, wherher we 
ſurvey the great World or the leſs, we ſhall ſubſcribe to 
the Maxim : The natural Inclinarion of all Things, either 
tend ro the Perfection or Conĩervation of Individuals, or 
elſe to the Beauty and Symmetry of the Whole. Sympa- 
thies, and Antipathies have their proper Stations and 
Employments ; every Being, tho never ſo minute, acts 
is Part in the great Theatre of the Univerſe ; there are 
no Mutes in the whole Creation, that appear meerly to 
hill the Stage: Seeing therefore all other Things have 
their Task cur our for them, and labour in their ſeveral 
Poſts, why ſhould this Notion of a God like a 1 

n 


2 38 The Gentleman Inſtrufted. 


ſtand idle without Office, without Imployment ? Hi; 
Nature flung ii into the World at Random, as the Oſtric 
lays ber Eggs, and then flies into the Deſert > Why 
mould you arraign her Prudence in this Point, who ſhew, 
her Wiſdom in _= Management of ra things belides } 
ught we not rather to queſtion your Integrity, than 
. an grity, than he 
- Beſides, whether all Things were ab æterno of them. 
ſelves, or juſtled into. Being by a lucky Hir of Chance, 
and Legerdemain, they have at leaſt happen d as well, x; 
if an infinite Wiſdom and Power had a Hand in the Con. 
trivance; but it's moſt certain, an inſinite Wiſdom would 
never have engrafted in the Minds of Men, ſo vain, fo 
ſuperfluous a Principle, had there been no God in the 
orld ; therefore ſeeing ſuch a Principle runs thro the 
whole Maſs of Mankind; we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to conclude there is a God. 

A Perſon of Quality in the Company, who meaſurd 
his Wit by bis Eftate, would needs come in to Theoma. 
chus s Succour ; he thought his Title would add a Luſtet 

to his Arguments, and that he might ſilence Euſebiu by 
Authority, tho he could not by Reaſon: Methinks, ſaid 
he, with Submiſſion to better . Theomacbui 
has overlook d the deciſive Solution of the Difficulty, 
yet I muſk needs ſay, he has behay'd himſelt in the Con- 
reſt like a Man of Parts, he has not ſhrunk under the 
Character of a witty and well-ipoken Man, but main- 
tain d his Reputation; yet oftentimes Warmth and Fa- 
gerneſs let Advantage flip, and we remember not in a 
2 thoſe Arguments that occurr, when our Temper 
is cool and ſedare: I do not ſee why we ſnould have 
Recourſe zo accidental, or natural Fears, or why we 
ſhould fetch this Notion from the further End of Ererni- 
ty; we can reconcile the Difference, and ſtop the Breach 
at leſs Expence of Time and Labour: I am apt to think 
Education will unriddle the Myſtery ; we eafily take 
the firſt Tincture, and when its well imbib'd it never 
wears off: The firſt Rudiments ſtick ſo cloſe, that often 
times they never leave us, and ſo by a pardonable Mi- 
ſtake even wile Men aſcribe many Things to our Nature, 
which we owe to the (ole Inſtruction of our Nute. 
Turciſm runs in ſome Families, Popery in others, and 
the reform d Religion in mine: Whence comes this Va- 
riet 
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ery but from Education, and a certain influence of the 
Climate 2 Had I been born at Conſtantinople, I had taken 
the Turban inſtead of a Hat, and Circumciſion in place 
of Bapriſm ; had I Spain or Italy for my Country, Pope- 
ry would have been my Religion, and in all Probabiſi 

| ſhould have been as ready to fight for Clement the XlIth's 
Frecogative of Primacy, as I am now to fight againſt it: 
Education alone has continu'd Religions ; we are Prote- 
tants in England now, becauſe our Parents and Gover- 
nours were ſo the laſt Age: The Turks have taken their 
Alcoran from their Anceſtors, and the preſent Papiſts, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Seven Sacraments, and the Maſs 
from theirs: Now if our Fore-Fathers by Education 
could infuſe into us the Belief of theſe ſeveral Religions, 
why not that of a God ? And if they could, why ſhould 
we craze our Brain, and exhauſt our Spirits in the Purſuic 
of another Origin ? 

The Company applauded my Lord's Performance, and 
ſome were for petitioning for a higher Patent, for the 
fpnal Service he had done the Nation. 

Euſeb. Under favour, my Lord, this Expedient will 
not do; nay thoſe Difficulties I object againſt Theoma- 
chu turn upon your Hypotheſis with no leſs Violence 
than his: For this Notion of a God could not be ſpread 
by Education, before it was in the World; it could not 
be toſt from paſt Ages down to the Preſent, unleſs it was 
in paſt Ages; and if it was, it either was ab æterno, or 
began in Time: If you ſay the Firſt, you build rhe whole 
Proof on meer Conjecture and Suppoſition, nor can you 
make one Tittle of it good, without begging the Que- 
lion: If you ſay. the Second, then either it began with 
Man, or after him; if with Man, then God who made 
Man ſtampd on his Mind this Impreſſion; if it began 
ater him, pray who firſt ſail'd into the other World, 
ind made the Diſcovery of this airy Spectre 2 Where 
ud he live? And when ? Or ar leaſt if you are not able 
to date the Birth of the Notion, ſhew me when it was 
tor, and I will pay your Argument the ſame Reſpect I 
owe your Perſon ; bur I cannot take Words for Reaſon, 
dor a proofleſs Suppoſition for Evidence: You are the Ca- 
pal Wits of the World; cautious Perſons, that will not 


be impos d on, that in all Occaſions call for Evidence. 
| Beſides, 
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Beides, according ro the Characters of Education 
and Nature; the Notion has no Reſemblance with Edu. 
cation, bur every Line, every Stroke, repreſents Natur: 
to the Life. We ſay Self- Love, and the Inclination to 
Pleaſure are natural to Man, becauſe we ſee theſe tuo 
Paſſions accompany him in all Ages, in all Places, and 
in all Employments; we love our felves now as, ont 


Anceſtors did fix thouſand Years ago; we purſue Plez. 


ſure in 1702 with the ſame Eagerneſs our Fore-Fathen 
did in 1000, and even thoſe who acting by more high and 


divine Motives fly Pleaſure, cannot avoid the Inclination: 


The Deſire of Glory, according to all Men, riſes alſo from 
Nature, becauſe ir puts the Thoughts of all Men in 3 
Ferment, ir awakens their Intluftry, and enlivens em 


for Action; we all love to ſurvive the Grave, and hate 


that our Name ſhould be nail'd up in the Coffin: This 
Perlwaſion begun with Man, and has continu'd in his 
Blood without Variation, without Interruption ; ir warms 
old Age, and fires Youth, it aſſaults rhe Peaſant, it cap- 
tivates the Prince; thoſe who dare not fetch Glory from 
the Camp, purſue it at the Bar, they plead up their 
Names when they want Reſolution to fight em up; in 
fine, Nature is the ſame in all Men, it's ſtable, uniform, 
permanent; but Education is of another Complexion ; 
"tis always upon the Change; Time, Intereſt, and Con- 
queſt eſtabliſh new Cuſtoms, they ſer up new Princi- 
ples of Education, and proclaim new Maxims : The 

nqueſt of Milliam the Firſt fore d England to bow to 
new Cuſtoms, as well as new Maſters ; it aboliſh'd the 
old Laws, together with the ancient Kings, and our Edu- 
cation became French with our Governours : Look where 
you will, and you'll find Educarion always follow'd the 
Fortune of the State, the Subverſion of this was a Pre- 
lude to the Eftabliſhmenr of that. 

If therefore upon Inquiry, we find the Inſtinct of 
God has paſs d untouch d. thro all the Revolutions of 
Times and Empires; if ir has bore up againſt the Fury 
of the moſt barbarous Conqueror; what can we con- 
clude, but that it is fixt and rooted in Nature? But that 
God has ſtampt this Character of himſelf upon us ? and 
chat ir ſprings not from the Principles of Education“ 
Now I have already demonſtrated, that the Notion of 4 
God poſſeſsd all Men's Minds from the Beginoing 0 
SUE ges 
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Apes; that it has ſtood immoyeable, amidſt all the Viciſ- 
frudes of Time, and all the Turns of Fortune: Empires 
have fallen either under the Weight of their own Great- 
neſs, or the Fury of the barbarous Conquerors: Nati- 
ons haye left Barbariry to take up Civility, and again 
abandon d Civility to replunge into Barbariry ; they have 
uitted their old Habitations ro ſeek out new ones, and 
loſt their very Language with their Liberry : One Cu- 
tom has juſtled out another, and Time has wore out 
that, to make room for a Third: Theſe ſtrange Revo- 
lutions have wrought no Change in the Belief of a Dei- * 
ty; it has ſurvivd Empires, and prov'd more durable 
than the Colloſſus of Rhodes, or the Temple of Diana ; 
neither the Corruption of Nature, nor all the vain At- 
tempts of Atheiſts, have been able ro baniſh ir from one 
Town, Village, or Family : The Notion ofa God has 
made Mankind in all Ages, and all Places fall before 
it, and thoſe Men who dare Diſpute againſt him cannor 
forbear to rremble. Tis then moſt certain that either 
Man has no natural Propenſion, or that this Impreſſion 
of a ſupream Being is one. 

In the mean time I do not doubt, but Education may 
limit our natural Inclinations, and rather tie them to 
one Object than another; for tho' naturally all Men 
propend ro Pleaſure, yet what is agreeable to ſome is not 
to others; hat touches ſmoothly my Organ, may grate 
upon yours. Domitian delighted himſelf with ſticking 
flies : Nero with driving Chariots : Some are for Venus, 
others for Bacchus: And this confining the univerſal Prin- 
ciple riſes either from Education, or Conſtitution, or 
both. Again, tho' rhe Deſire of Glory be Natural and 
Univerſal, yet Education often afligns the Object; and 
hence it is, that Punctilio's vary with the Climat; ſome 
place their Glory in overcoming an Enemy, others in 
pardoning him; ſome judge nothing more Glorious than 
to ride ar the Head of an Army, to ſack Towns, and 
drive Deſolation before rhem ; whilſt others laugh ar 
their Folly, and rapt up in Speculation, think it more 
honourable to write of Wars, than to wage em: In a 
word Theomachus, you perchanee perſwade your ſelf no- 
thing can be more illuſtrious than to defie God, whilſt 
lam ſatisfy d rhe true Glory of every rational Creature 


tonſiſts in Obedience to his Commands, and Love ro his 
R Perſon : 
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Perſon : Theſe are the Effects of Education, they vary 
wich the Meridian, they become obſolete with Time, and 
like Faſhions or Almanachs, grow out of Date. 

Let us ſay the ſame of God; tho the Perſwaſion of; 
God be engrafied in Nature, yet Education may cont. 
bute to frame different Ideas of bim, and to propagar 
various Worſhips: Some People fell before a Crocodile, g. 
' thers before a Red Cloath, the Romans worſhip'd Men, 
and ſome Indians the Devil: When once Ignorance had 

hatcht theſe monſtrous Ideas of God, and Authority had 
given them Credit, Education ſpread the Exror, and 
handed it dowun to Poſterity: But rhe Norion of a Dixi. 
pity preceded the Infection of Education, and Men be. 
liev'd a Supream Being, and a true God, before they ſa 
up the Statues of falſe ones. 

I grant that the different Sects which divide, and ſub. 
divide Chriftianity, owe their Propagation ro Education 
(I mean generally) and what wonder ? For Chriſtianity is 
a Reveal d Religion, irs Myfteries lie above the Reach of 
Nature, our Underftanding cannot come at them, God 
himſelf has been pleas'd ro communicate them, he has 
writithem on Paper, not on our Hearts, and we muſt 
hear them before we can believe them : Parents take care, 
either by themſelves, or others, to inſtil into their Chil. 
dren the Principles of thoſe Sects they profeſs, and to 
chuſe for them a Religion before they can make any 
Choice for themſelves: Thus moſt Men enter upon their 
Parents Religions, as they do upon their Eftates, and te- 
ſolve thar, which will convey them into an endleſs Miſery 
or Happineſs, into meer Education: But the Exiſtence of 
a God is printed in our Nature; we know it without 
the Help of External Revelation or Preaching ; we are 
our own Scriprure, our own Apoſtles, 

But do not think, I deny Education can have any Pan 
in framing in us the Knowledge of a God; tho it be na- 
rural for a Mother to love her Children, and for a Child 
to reſpect his Mother, yet Education concurs, this draws 
up thoſe reciprocal Duties in more lively Colours, and 
puts the laſt Hand to the rough Draught of Nature: Jul 
ſo, in our preſent Controverſie, tho Nature leads us t0 
the Knowledge of a God, yer Education haſtens it; this 
brightens oftentimes the Idea, and poliſhes ir with In. 
ſtructions and Precepts: Thus, my Lord, I have retumd 
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J an Anſwer to your Objection; and without the leaſt Grain 
of Partiality provd, that Atheiſts retreat in vain to Edu- 
cation. 
1 Theo, What you deny to Education cannot be refus d to 
ol Policy. This Whim of a God was hatch'd in ſome Clo- 
„er by ſecret Functo of Stateſmen. It firſt ifſu'd from 
en WI the Court, and was probably poſted into the Country by 
u Proclamation 3 Authority ſent jr Abroad, Fear kept it 
4 WJ Countenance, and ar laſt the Stamp of Soveraignty propa- 
m I gared it; rhe Trick took marvellouſly, the Apprehenſion 
. WY of a Deity, the Terrors of Eternal Pains, with the flatter- 
be. WY ing Allurements of Eternal Pleaſure, aw'd the Subject in- 
v Obedience and Submiſſion; and then tbeſe Effects ſo 
beneficial to Government, eafily perſwaded Princes to 
1 cheriſh the Illuſion, and to keep up the Impoſture. 
. Euſeb. Good God | That Men ſhould be fo wiſe to de- 
ce themſelves l Is the Belief of a God fo conducing to 
of WY the buoying up of Human Society? So neceſſary for the 
4 BY foppreſſing of Diſorders? And the Conſervation of a juſt 
bas Subordination ? Twere then to be wiſh'd at leaſt, there 
of WY were ſuch a Thing, and were I of the great Counſel of 
re, de Nation, I would offer a Bill to both the Houſes for 
vil. WY the Extirpation of Atheiſts, who endeavour to deprive the 
ro WY State of ſo excellent an Inſtrument of Government. But 
mes ſtrange, that Man, into whoſe Soul Nature, Chance, 
eir er Neceſſity, or whar you think fit ro call his originary 
re. WJ Cauſe, have brearh'd ſuch a Sympathy to Commerce, 
e {ich an Inclination to Society, ſhould have left him ſo 
naked of thoſe Materials that are neceſſary for carrying on 
duty ſtable Correſpondence, that he is forc'd to have Re- 
ae courle ro Fiction, to flie ro Forgery, and to build the 
whole Frame of mutual Communication on Cheats, that 
an te the Bane of Society, the Plague of Converſation, the 
12- Diſturbers of Peace, and declar d Enemies to Order. 
in Secondly, Thar Machiave! firſt rais d this Spirit, that all 
ute Power of Wit pointed with Debauchery, has never 
nd been able ro conjure down 2 What great Nebuchodonozer 


rard up this gigantick Statue of a Deity, and then com- 
manded all People and Nations to fall down and worſhip it? 
Where did he keep his Court? In what part of the World 
did he Reign? In what Ohmpiad did he Live? A cre- 


50 üble Return to theſe few Queries might poſſibly make 
an me Impreſſion on teaſonable Men: Bur an Hypotheſis in 
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the Air, that wants the Prop of Proofs, that is ſuſtain d 
by meer Conjecture or Poſſibility, mutt fall to the 
Ground: Authority without Realon makes bur a lean 
Figure, and if you intend to win our Faith, firſt ſubdue 
.our Underſtandings. | 
_ , . Thirdly, If the Notion of a Deity be a meer Trick of 
Stateſmen, a ſly Invention of Princes; methinks they 
ſhould nor ſtartle at the Monſter, they only fram'd to af. 
frighr others; they may turn their Subjects Fears into 
Diverſion, as well as Profit, and applaud their Cunning 
for this double Advantage of Obedience, and Pleaſure; 
bur we ſee the. contrary ; Stateſmen are no more ſecure 
from Throws of Conſcience, than the Mechanicks, nor 
the Prince, than the Peaſant ; the Terrors of a God often 
riſe with the Character; great Men moſt dread his Juſtice, 
becauſe they moſt offend his Goodneſs. I ask then, how 
thoſe who fourb'd others, became Dupes to their own 
contrivance ? If by State-Magick they conjur'd up this 
Phantom, why do they tremble at it? Did all the Princes 
of the World die inteſtati, without making over this 
great arcanum Imperii to their Succeſſors > Were they 
cut off in one Night as the Firſt- born of Egypt ? Or did 
they intomb this grand Secrer with their Bodies ? A Man 
that can ſwallow theſe Abſurdities, rather wants Hell- 
bore than Arguments, and I would ſooner recommend 
him to a Phyſician than a Philoſopher, | 
Fourthly, That Hero of your Faction, the great Mr. 
Hobbs, that able Politician, who wheedled himſelf firk, 
and then a conſiderable Part of the Nobility out of Cor- 
{cience and Religion too: That Hobbs, I ſay, who has 
left us a Draught of Government, I mean of Atheiſticil 
Policy, in Folio: Who knows as little what he ſays, 4 
what he believes, croſſes upon your Syſtem; he rather 
lays the Knavery at the Subjects Door, than at the Prin- 
ces, and affirms point blank the ſetting up of a God was 
ro, drive home Liberty, and to pen up Sovereignty, w 
countenance Diſobedience, and to clip the Wings of Au. 
thority : It 15 — 9 he, a Common -Mvalth ſhould 
ſtand, where any other but the Soveraign, hath a Power if 
giving greater Reward than Life, and of infliting great? 
Puniſhments than Death; now ſeeing Eternal Life is d 
greater Reward, than the Life preſent, and Eternal Iii. 
ment a greater Puniſhment than the Death of * 7 i 
4 ons 
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4 Thing worthy to be well conſider d of all Men, that deſire Ly 
obeying Authority to avoid the Calamities of Confuſion and 
Civil War, what is meant in Holy Scripture by Life Eter- 
nal, and Torments Eternal ; and then he lays before his 
Reader as fine a Scheme of Life and Death Eternal, as a 
Libertine can defire, or an Atheiſt invent: According to 
this Gentleman, thoſe Princes that firſt ſer up the Notion 
of a God upon political Ends, were but puny Statiſts, 
they were as unacquainred with their Intereſt as the Max- 
ims of Ruling, for conſtituting a ſuperiour Power, that 
could reward. more liberally, and puniſh more ſeverely 
than they; they ſuggeſted new Pretences of Revolt to 
their Subjects, and ſhew'd a Secret till then unknown, 
viz. that on Occaſions they might War upon their Lea- 
ders, not only without Sin, but even with Merit: For 
in the Hypotheſis of a God, this Maxim is evident, God 
to be obey d before Man; now Experience teaches us that 
Knaves can eaſily perſwade the Mob, any Injunction of a 
Prince that lies a little heavy, is againſt God, and when 
once this Frenzy has ſeiz d upon the Brains of the Vulgar, 
they flie to Arms, they ſlay out of Zeal, they butcher 
their fellow Subjects out of Devotion, and veil the Pre- 
ative to Property, and the Crown to the Prong and 
Pirch-fork : Theſe I ſuppoſe are the Reaſons that move 
Mr. Hobbs to caution Princes againſt Religion, ro queſti- 
on the Rewards of Vertue, and the Puniſnments of Vice: 
You ſee how you recede from the Opinion of Mr. Hobbs, 
and leave your Patriarch in the Lurch: Its unkind to 
treat a Gentleman with ſo little Ceremony, to whom you 
owe ſo much ; he firſt brought Atheiſm into Credir, and 
like the Gyant in the Fable, firſt ward openly upon Ver- 
me, and then turn'd his Fury againſt Heaven: He mo- 
del d you into a kind of Society, who before rang d about 
the World like the wild Tartars, or Arabians, without 
Government or Order: Twas he firſt rais d Impudence 
tba Science, Frenzy to Wir, and Infidelity to Religion: 
from him you borrow your Errors, and even Arms to 
defend em: Why then will you diſoblige a Man to whom 
your whole Fraternity ſtands indebred ? 

In a word, the Belief of a Divinity could never be im- 
posd on Mankind by the Cunning of any Prince, or 
Nareſman ; for when one Man attempts to over-reach a- 


nother, he has Recourſe without doubt to Reaſon; now 
R 3 1 Can- 
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I cannot perſwade my ſelf that Reaſon can invent , 
Cheat, that Reaſon cannot diſcover ; for it's evident the 
Belief of a Supream Being carries Dread and Terror 2. 
long with it, it humbles Pride, checks Lewdnels, and 
© curbs the pleaſing Sallies of Senſuality; it preſcribes Laus 
to Intereit, and Bounds to Plealure, it reſtrains Thought 
no leis than Actions; how then can a Man in his Wir 
preſume that upon the bare Propoſition of the Doctrine, 
without any ſerious Examen, without the Recommend. 
tion of plauiible Arguments, all Men ſhould ſwallow the 
Impoiture, and vope the Being of a God at the Expence 
of their darling and favourite. Prerogative Liberty, of 
their Quiet and Tranquility? Before you can admit 0 
palpable an Abſurdiry, you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind 
flung up their Reaſon for Company-ſake, or run mad i 
keep up the Frolick: You muſt ſuppoſe our Anceſtors 
were of another Species than we, that their Inclinations 
croſs d on ours, that they plac d their Pleaſure not in En- 
joy ment but Self. denial, their Liberty in Conſtraint, and 
their Happineſs in Trembling. 

But if you ſay they embrac d the Tenets on Grounds, 
fallacious at Bottom, but glaz d over with the plauſible 
Varniſh of Sophiſtry and Paralogiſm ; it's ſtrange, that 
Reaſon after a hundred Attemprs, for the Space of many 
Ages, has never been able to tear off the Diſguiſe, or to 
diſcover the Fallacity that was contrived by Reaſon: 
And yer it is more aſtoniſhing, that the univerſal Reaſon 
of Mankind has been wretchedly enſnar d and blinded 
to ſo prodigious a Degree, as to take thoſe Proofs for 
reaſonable and ſolid, which upon the Principles of Athe- 
iſts, were never able to give any rational Account of 
God's Exiſtence, either by his Effects or Operations: 
You cannot believe this, unleſs you believe that Reaſon 
it ſelf is unreaſonable, or that the Reaſon of all the 
World was over-reach'd by that of one crafry Politician, 
If you dare venture to clap in with this Abſurdiry, l 
muſt confeſs your Faith is Facile and Compreherfive in 
ſome Caſes, tho' ſtreight-lac'd in others; and you can- 
not refuſe ro believe a God, unleſs you own it's in your 
Power to believe what is morally impoſſible, but not 

What is highly Credible. To conclude, you have un- 
riddled the Secret, tis a meer State Engine, you ſay, 4 
petty Craft to fright ſome, and flatter others 0 Obe 
- h lence z 
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lence ; disband therefore your Fears, run from Conſci- 
ence, ot out- grow it, place Good and Evil on the ſame 
Level, for nothing can be Evil below, unleſs there be a 
Fupream Lawgiver above. A Child will (cream out at 
is Nurſe, under the Diſguiſe of a Vizard, but take it 
of, and he turns the very Object of Fear into Play and 
Diverfion ; You have unmask d the Fourbery, you have 
liſcoverd the Impoſture, why have you leſs Aſſurance 
than a Child ? Why leis Diſcretion 2 Why do you till 
weat under the Awe of a Deity, and ſometimes groan 
under the Laſhes of Conſcience ? If you have been gull'd 
imo theſe F rights, diſcourſe your ſelf out of them; Fear 
and Remorſe are nor very entertaining : If a Syllogiſm 
or wo would rid you of theſe Incumbrances, I would 
have you try Conclufions : Bur alas! Your own Breaſt 
confutes your Prerenfions, when you affirm rhe Impreſ- 
fon of a God is nothing but a Trick, your Tongue trem- 
des together with your Heart, and hike a Criminal at 
the Bar, you avow the Fact by a faint Denial. 

Theom, Your Diſcourſe amounts to this, that no Error 
en invade” and ſubdue all Mankind: Now can any 
Thing be imagin'd more univerſal than Polytheiſm ? 
Did it not run thro' all Countries, as well as all Times? 
Did it not ſweep away the Rich with the Poor ? The 
Philoſopher with the Illiterate? And the Prince with the 
leaſant ? Thro' what Gate did this profane Worſhip 
geep into the World ? If many Gods may be foiſted in, 
why not one? Does the Greatneſs of the Abſurdity faci- 
late the Impoſture ? Becauſe a Plurality of Gods ſhocks 
Reaſon, more than an Unity, can Reaſon eafier over-look 
de Contradiction? Does the Cheat lie out of Sight, be- 
ule a Child may diſcover it? 

Euſeb. Polytheiſm (tho ir ſpread wide) was never U- 
Werſal : We know as ſure when it was not, and when 
begun, as paſt Tranſactions can be known: The Me- 
wory of Things paſt can only run down to us thro the 
Channel of Tradition; Authors both Sacred and Pro- 
ſtane mark irs Origin; it takes its Riſe from the Tower 
if Babel, and the firſt Emperor was Metamorphoz d into 
le firſt Deiry : Nor did it infect all People; ſome Mil- 
lions of Fews deteſted the Sacrilege, and there are ma- 
ly probable Conjectures in ſpight of the Sorbone, that the 
Worſhip of one God continu'd in China two thouſand 
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Years : But however ſince the Birth of Chriſtianity bo: 
Iytheiſm has loſt Credit and Empire, it only reign 
where Ignorance and Barbarity domineer, and those 
err hug the Cheat who are willing to be de. 
ceivd. + 
Moreover the Philoſaphers and wiſe Men of all Age 
and Countries receded from the Multitude in this mos. 
ſtrous Veneration : Plato confeſs d he was a Polythrif 
when he ſpoke in jeſt, but a Jheiſt when he ſpoke in eit. 
neſt : Cicero rallies the State Theology, and drolls upon 
thoſe Gods in his Books he ador'd in the Capitol: Seney 
burleſques the Multiplicity of Divinities; and in a wor, 
all the Heathen Divines as well as Poets evidently de. 
monſtrate, that thoſe believd in many Gods who fl. 
low'd Cuſtom, and thole in one who obey'd Reaſon : $ 
that, tho' the wiſe Men were nor guilty of the Error, 
they were of the Sin, becauſe they ſwam down the 
Stream with the Vulgar, they burnt Incenſe to Stores 
offer d Victims to Statues, and approv'd in their Action 
what they condemnd in their Judgment. 

Nay, if we believe Tertullian, the very Multitude in 
their faden Frights look d up to Heaven, not the Cap 
rol, and invok d one God, not many: Whence we may 
draw with him this Inference, that Nature profeſs d on 
God, whilſt Corruption and Ignorance allow'd of Thit 
Thouſand : But beſides, in vain you beg Univerſality df 
the Vulgar, the Vote of the Multirude ſeparated from the 
Approbation of the Wiſe, is no more #0 be regarded tha 
the Opinion of Bedlams ; their Authority can be of nc 
greater Weight, than that of Children, who have Realo 
but cannot uſe it: They know as little what they do, 4s 
why: They act by no other Rule than Paſſion or Cuſtom 
Like frighred Sheep one treads on the Heels of another 
and the Miſtake of the Firſt is follow'd by that of the 
whole Flock : In fine, they judge at Random, take thing 
upon Truſt, and ſtamp Truth and Falſhood' with ths 
fame Impreſſion ; and ſo leave us no Marks to diſcovet 
the Impoſture, | 
But again, your Argument is ſo far from enervatiny 


my Diſcourſe, that ir confirms it: People had never 
dor d falſe Gods, had they nor been firſt perſwaded then 
Was a true one; as a Picture ſuppoſes ſome real Original 
ſo a Counterfeit Excellency ſuppoſes a real one : — 
N 18 "B+. F 0 Wolle 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 249 


would counterfeit Guineas if there was no ſuch Coin ? 
Or cheat t orld with falſe Diamonds if there were 
no true ones in Nature? The Heathens ador d falſe Gods, 
I think we may therefore with a great Deal of Proba- 
biliry infer, that Nature taught them there was a true 

e. 
*** it's no hard Task to convince a Man that will 
ſtoop to Reaſon, that Polyrheiſm might eaſily be ſer on 
Foot by Craft, Policy, or Corruption, tho the Belief of 
one God could not: Firſt to ſatisſie the Senſes, Men 
made God Viſible; Secondly to content the Imagination, 
chat could not crowd all the Perfections of God in one 
Idea, they multiply d the Divinity; then Blindneſs grow- 
ing upon em with the Superſtition, thoſe Things that 
were intended to repreſent his Perfections were apply d 
to Men; and then Darkneſs ſeiz d upon em to that De- 
gree, that they deify d Diſeaſes, and adored thoſe Obſce- 
nities in their Temples, they durſt not name in civil Com- 
pany; laſtly, to favour their Paſſions and to give full 
Wing to unreaſonable Appetites, they placed Adulterers 
in Heaven, Strumpets on Altars, and adored all Vices, 
that they might be exempt from the Practice of all 
Vertues ; for who durſt condemn what they ador'd ? Or 
puniſh what they worſhip'd 2 What Crime might not be 
committed at Home with Honour and Impunity, that 
_ reverenc'd in the Temples with Proſtration and Vi- 

ims? | | TIES 

Bur if this Account does not pleaſe you, pray attend, 
and I hope you will receive full Satisfaction. Polytheiſm 
is a Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore we cannot 
imagine Men, plung'd into the very Depth of Wicked- 
' neſs, without previous Diſpoſitions. Crimes like natural 
Bodies do nor ſhoot our in a Moment, bur leaſurely: Nemo 
repente fit peſſimus, Idolatry like all other monſtrous Of- 
fences came upon us by Degrees: Firſt Men carv'd Sta- 
tues, then they honour'd them, and in fine ador'd them; 
and as the Cauſe of making them was various, fo that of 
deifying them was alſo; a Father, ſays the wiſe Man, 
afflicted with untimely Mourning, when he had made 
the Image of his Child taken away, now honoured him 
as a God, which was then a dead Man ; and ſome fell 
into ſo deſperate an Ignorance, as to erect Starues and 
Mars to thoſe very Perſons they mourn'd for; me _ 
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ſtituted Ceremonies for the Dead as Cures for the Grief 
of the Living, Sacra fatta ſunt que fuerunt aſſumpta 54. 
latia. Min, Felix. | ; | 

In ſome places Idolatry ſprung from the Pride of Prin. 
ces, who ſuþſtirured their Statues to ſupply their Pre. 
ſence, and commanded their Subjects to pay their Repre. 
ſentative the Reſpect due ro their Perſons ; and this 
Worſhip, tho civil in its Origin, ſwell'd into Adoration 
by the ſervile Flattery of ſome, and rhe ſtupendious 
Blindneſs of others, and when once the Gate flew open 
ro-Iliufion, Idolatry ruſh'd into the World like a Torrent, 
and bore down all before it. Nebuchodonozor would be 
ador'd whilſt he liv'd : Alexander obtain d Worſhip of 
the Perſians, but could not of his Macedonians ; theſe 
to ſer up their Valour would never own their King was 
a God, the others deify'd their Conquerour to palliate 
the Shame of their Defeat: The Roman Ceſars lov'd ra- 
ther to be feard while they liv'd, than adored ; they 
would firſt die before they would be thought immortal, 
and pretended no right to Sacrifices till Death cut off all 
Claim to Government; but then the ignorant Multitude 
and fawning, Magiſtrate plac d their Princes above the 
Stars, and built Temples ro thoſe, whom they ſtabb d in 
the Senate, or flung into the Common-ſhores. 

In other Places, Polytheiſm and Idolatry came from 
Gratirude ; the People dedicated Statues to thoſe famous 
Men, who firſt founded their Cities or improv'd them, 
who fram d Laws or invented Arts: And in Proceſs of 

Time, the exrerior Marks of Gratitude became Divine 
Worſhip-: If you doubr of theſe Occaſions, ler me re- 
commend to your Peruſal Lactantius, Philaſtrius, Arno- 


bius and Min. Felix, and I am confident you will urge 


no more for Satisfaction: Now if you ask me why the 
Notion of one God could not be impos d on Mankind 

by Ignorance, Stupidity and Cuſtom, as well as Idolatry 
and Polytheiſm; I can only defire you to ſpend a Mo- 
ments Reflection on what I have ſaid already. 

_ Theo. I perceive then you will not admit it Poſſible, 
that any Errour can be Univerſal: Pray do not balance 
plain Matter of Fact with Speculation. Did not all the 
World believe the Antipodes impoſſible? And do not the 
Clowns of all Nations to this Day take the Moon or Sun 
to be ten times bigger than the fi d Stars. | 

z Euſel. 
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Euſeb. Whether an Errour can be Univerſal or na, is 
nor my Concern ; tho Ar:/totie denies ir, and tho ir can 
never be made out by any Fact, that ſuch an Errour is 
dolle, yer if a Conceiſion will be any Advantage to 
jour Cauſe, pray take it; however, I maintain, that 
the Perſwaſion of a God cannot poſſibly be ſuch; and I 
think that the Aſſertion is made pretty clear already, yet 
0 latisſie Doubts, and to cut off all Reply, I add an 
Argument, Which has all the Appearance of Conviction. 

There is a natural Light in Man's Underſtanding, 
that never deceives him; but then there is a Prejudice 
that always does; Were we exempt from this, we ſhould 
ſeldom be in the Wrong, and were we develted of that, 
we ſhould never be in the Right; we cannot throw our 
Miſtakes on any in-bred Quality of the Intellect, for 
then falſe Judgments would be natural to it, and ſo 
we might rake up with the Scepticks, and doubt of all 
Things, or rather we ſhould be aſſur d of this alone, that 
we was always in Errour. 

There are two Sources of Errour, the one Exterior, 
which may be reduc'd ro Example, Education, and So- 
jbiſtry ; rheſe exerciſe a ſtrange Empire on the Under- 
tand ing, they impoſe upon it to Admiration, and almoſt 
force it into Errour by propoſing Objects under falſe 
Light; hence ir comes, that Lewdneſs in hot Countries, 
and Drunkenneſs in cold, paſs for Peccadilo's, altho in 
themſelves they are great Offences : The interior Cauſes 
are Three, the Senſes, Imagination, and Paſſion, and any 
of theſe are able to propoſe Things in borrow'd Colours, 
and repreſent 'em ro the Underſtanding quire different 
from themſelves ; thus a Star having been repreſented to 
us from our Cradle no bigger rhan a Candle, we have 
found ſome difficulty ro be diſabus'd, not being able to 
reconcile the ſmall Idea we take from our Senſe, to that 
valt one we receive from Reaſon ; our Imagination has 
been ſo imploy'd in Matter, that it gives even Spirits its 
Proprieties ; we are no more able to imagine our Souls 
without Extenſion, than a Mountain without a Valley; 
the Will being engag d by Paſſion, byaſſes the Under- 
ſtanding. and forcing it to judge true whatever ſtands for 
our Advantage, leads us into a Thouſand Errors, and then 
tis very hard to diſcover the Miſtake, when tis our 
lmereſt ta be deceivd : Now, I ſay, the _—_ 
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ſal Belief of a God, cannot be aſcribed either to the ex; 
terior Cauſes of Errour, or ro the Interior: The fick 
of the Aſſertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons I have a the | 
ready brought; the Second I prove beyond a Poflibiliy Ml Viol. 
of Doubring. | 


The Belief of a Deity cannot with any colour of Res. ny 
ſon be ſuppos d to flow from any of theſe general Ori. moſt 


gins of I!ufion, if ir be rather contrary than conforms. 
ble ro em, if they rather prompt us to believe there is Ml Nati 
no God, than that there is one; for what Errour can 


y | | | even 
ſpring from thoſe Cauſes, that have no Proportion to i, Milf ge 
that rather ſtifle than foment it? Now, I appeal to 4. Jude 
rheiſts themſelves, whether they owe not a great Part of lang 
their criminal Incredulity, to Senſe, Imagination, and Jr 


Corruption of Heart; they have been ſo long accuſtomd ll Fg. 
to juggle by Senſe, that they ſeem to have loſt the Fs. ples 
culty of Reaſoning; they reject as Sophiſtry, or empty nen 
Speculation whatever cannot fall under Senſation; they gun 
tell us, they cannot admit God to be the Object of their Wl ;his 
Faith, becauſe he cannot be that of their Senſe; their 
Imagination is loft in the Survey of his Eternity, ard Wl oth 
Immenfi:y, they cannot frame ro themſelves any tolera- ill c+ec 
ble Idea of his Efſence, nor what he did, nor where be Wl Go 
was before the World's Creation, and then this Nonplu: cue 
of the Imagination puzzles the Underſtanding, and ſo fene 
they deny his Being, becauſe they do not conceive his El- din 
ſence, Attributes and Occupation : In fine, the tainted Wl Sen 
Inclinations that tyrannize over the Heart, level all their WM Yo 
Engines againſt God's Exiſtence, becauſe this Truth curbs ast 
their Inſolence, and if it does not correct their Irregula- Ee! 
rity, at leaſt it abates their Violence. | Ari 
Let therefore all the World, if you pleaſe, for many 0 
Ages deny the Antipodes, let em believe the firſt Stars are Wl 0; 
no bigger than the Flame of a Taper, or that the Moon Wl Ti 
equals the Sun; the very Hypeztheſis favours me; this uni- the 
verlal Miſtake aſſures me almoſt above Demonſtration, Wl boi 
that thoſe who confeis a God are nor deluded : For fix Wl an 
thouſand Years the Senſes have brought Negative Argu- an 
ments againſt the Exiſtence of a Divinity. Imagination WW N. 
has conjur d up a hundred Difficulties, and throw as 
many Prejudices in our way, the extream Wickednels oi 
moſt Men has made 0 God their Intereſt, and it has con- 
quer d their Deſires, and carrupred theſe Wilhes : = - 
f pigut 
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Spight of Senſe, in Spight of Imagination; maugre all 
the Bribes of Senſua ĩty, the Flattery of Appetite, and 
Violence of Patiions, that always raiſe Doubts in the 
Face of Evidence, in the Preſence of Demonſtration, the 
Belief of a God has ſtood unſhaken, it has ſubdu'd the 
moſt Obdurate, enlighten'd the moſt Stupid, ſcar'd the 
moſt Profligate, and overcome the moſt Rebellious ; all 
Nations, in all Ages, have acknowledged his Being; and 
even thoſe who pretend to be Atheiſts cannot clear them- 
ſelves of Doubts, their Fears are more certain than their 
judgment, and they quake before the Nothing they 
laugh ar. 1 

judge now whether the Belief of a God can be the 
Effect of Prejudice, ſeeing it wars upon the very Princi- 
ples of Errour, and maintains its Empire over the Judg- 
ments of Men, meerly becauſe no Prejudice can with- 
ſtand ir. I conclude therefore. this univerſal Conſent, 
this harmonious Concord of Men in Cuſtoms different, 
oppoſite in Intereſt, and almoſt contrary the one to the 
other in Complexion, as well as Features, cannor pro- 


ceed from any Thing, but the Conviction of a Truth, 


God breath'd into our Souls when he eſpous'd em to 
our Bodies, he twiſted it with our Nature, and ſo has 
fencd it againſt the Aſſaults of Time, Cuſtom and In- 
clination, he has afſur'd ir againſt the falſe Intelligence of 
Senſe, and the confounding Impreſſion of Imagination: 
You may as ſoon debauch the Sun out of the Jodiack, 
35 this indelible Truth out of your Heart, or diſpute an 
Ethiopian white, as reaſon a God into a Chymera : No 
Armour is Proof againſt the Point of this Truth, there is 
no Shelter againſt the Force of this invincible Argument. 
Opinionum commenta delet dies, Nature judicia confirmat. 
Time wears our the Fiction of Opinion, and unmasks 
the Falfiry of ill-founded Perſwaſions, but then it corro- 
borates the Dictates, confirms the Judgments of Nature; 
and when a Notion has ſtood the Trial of all Nations, 
and endur'd the Teſt of all Ages, tis a Sign it ſprings from 
Nature, not from Caprice, or Illuſion. 
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DIALOGUE XV. 


From the univerſal Conſent of Nations, it follows 
that this Propoſition there is a God, can be no Wore 
Doubtful than this, there was ſuch a Man x; 
Caſar. | 


Theom. V O U fanfie, I ſuppole, I am come over tg 
| you, and turn d a tlirough-pac'd Conver; 
you have ply d me ſufficiently with Words, but not at 
all with Reaſons. 
Euſeb. Tis eaſier to aſperſe Truth, than to confine it: 
When I began che Conference, if you remember, I en- 
d my ſelf to give you convincing Proofs of a God, 
= not Wit to underſtand them: I have done my Patt, 
and if they make no Impreſſion, you muſt accule either 
your Incapaciry, or Obſtinacy, not the Weakneſs cf the 
Argument. A Man that has no Eyes, or ſnuts em may 
grope in the Dark at Noon- day, and if he blunders into 
2 Precipice, he muſt diſcharge the Sun, and lay his Miſ. 
fortune on the Indiſpoſition of the Organ, or the Folly 


of his own Will: I have diſcover'd Truth, and laid it 


as open as Demonſtration will permit, now you very 
gravely tell me, you can't diſcern it; you may at the 
{ame Rate accuſe Euclide, and turn his Demonſtrations 
into Paralogiſms, you may ſay Pythagoras has ſnamm d 


human Reaſon with his famous Diſcovery, and that he 


was too liberal when he gave a Hecatomb for a Sophiſm. 
I tell you again, I have not aſſaulted your Judgment 
with Fallacy or Sophiſm, but with naked Truth: A 
Child may ſec it, and no Man of Reaſon can deny it; 
tis too evident to be over-look'd, and too ſtrong to be 
withſtood ; you may as well doubt whether there was 
_ a Prince as Ceſar, as call in queſtion the Being of 2 
eity. 

Theo, Hold there: I no more doubt of Ceſar's Being, 
than of my own, tis not in my power to diſſent from 
either. | 

Euſeb. I ſuppoſe you make this publick Confeſſion to 
avoid Singularity, or that ſome under-hand Deſign has 
a greater ſtroak in your Conceſſion, than Conviction. 


Theo | 
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Thea, Nothing but Evidence draws out the Confeſ- 
fon ; I cannot doubt when Demonſtration aſſures me, 
and I muſt waver, if bare Conjectures ſupport me. 

Euſeb. Pray, by which Propoſition of Mathematicks 
do you demonſtrate Cæſar was. 

Theo, You are in a Vein of Pantering ſurely; paſt 
Matters of Fact neither require, nor are capable of Ma- 
themarical Proofs, they are not to be made out by Sines 
or Tangents, they ſtand on the Baſis of Authority, and 
ace only convey d to our Knowledge by Tradition: Now 
| ſuppole the joint Conſent of all Men, and all Ages, is 
able ro make any paſt Tranſaction credible. 

Euſeb. Your Arithmetick runs too high; what do you 
talk of all Men? The tenth Part of Mankind has heard 
leſs of Ceſar, than of Domingos Voyage to the Moon: 
f you ſend Hue and Cry after this great Conqueror into 
the Country, nine Parts of ten will take him ſooner for 
2 Highway-man, than an Emperor, and rather ſuppoſe 
he had taken a Purſe, than conquer d the World: Other 
Countries of Europe are as little acquainted with this 
Hero as ours: He is abſolutely loſt to China and Japan; 
his Feats never ſwam over into America, and his Ob- 
ſcurity even in Afia and Africa is far greater than his 
Renown ; his Memory is only confin'd to Books, it lives 
among Pedants and School- Boys. 

Tbeom. Tis true, but the Tradition tho' not phyſically 


Univerſal, is morally ſo; and this ſuffices to make the 


fact certain. 

Euſeb. Nay Sir! I am abſolutely for you, and did you 
not believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, I ſhould 
perſwade you to turn Anchoret, to take up in Foreſts,” 
and forſwear all human Society; for in Reality, you 
would be as ill rigg d out for Converſation as Buffloes or 
Buzzards ; but then if upon leſs Grounds you believe 
there has been ſuch a Man as Cæſar, why do you refuſe 
to believe a God upon grearer ? 

Theom. What? Do you pretend the Motives that prove 
God, are more cogent, than thoſe that prove Cæſar 
has been ? 

Euſeb, I do: For nor a tenth Part of the World has 
ever heard of Ceſar, and every Man from the firſt Ori- 
gin of Things, I ſay every Man, that has been able to 
diſcourſe, to link together Antecedents and 9 
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pas confeſs d there is a ſupreme Being; ſo that if w6 ap: 
heal ro Number, and pur the Ifſue of the Controvetſ 
to Vote, the Being of a God carries the Day : As then 
is no Proportion between the Authority that ſtands for 
Cæſar, and that which ſtands for God, ſo there can be 
no Compariſon between the Certainty of the one, ang 


of the other. | 


Beſides, thoſe who atteſt Ceſar has been, had no Inte- 
reſt to deny it; they got no more by his Being, than by 
his nor Being; the one did not advance their Fortune 
nor the other recoil it: But a conſiderable Part of thole 
who avouch for a God, were intereſted in his no: Being, 
they were Men ſunk in Lewdnels, and loſt in Debauche. 
ry, their Hands were dyed in Blood, Rapine and Sacti. 


lege, and their Hearts defil'd with the moſt crying Ab. 
ominations; they wiſh'd there were no God, becauſe 
they livd as if there were none; their Intereft voted 
him down, yer their Judgments could not. The Rack 
of their wounded Conſciences told them, there was 1 
God); and cho they apprehended his Juſtice, they had 
not the Boldneſs to diſown it: If therefore thoſe Men 
deſerve more Credir who ſpeak againſt their own Inte. 
teſts, than thoſe who do not, this ſingle Circumſtance 
makes the Being of a God more certain, than that of 
Ceſar. | | 

Theom, There 1s Excedens and Exceſſum, if we goto 
Polling, you may perchance gain the Suit, but if to Evi- 
dence, the Cauſe is mine. The Authority of a few built 
on Evidence weighs Ten times more than the Authority 
of many deſtitute of Reaſon. Thus the Caſe ſtands be- 
tween you and me; more Witneſs for God, than for 
Cæſar, but then the Authority of thoſe who maintain 2 
God is ſupported by Fancy alone and Caprice. 

Euſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the Belief of a God 
without Reaſon. What? Can a Man affirm ſuch an ama. 
Zing Impoſſibility, and boggle at any Thing ? A wile 
Man may ſometimes be impos'd on by ſubtle Appearan- 
ces, he may graſp a Shadow for the Subſtance, and 
rake counterfeit Reaſon as well as adulterare Coin: But 
to ſay all Mankind took up the Belief of a God on 
Frolick, without Reaſon, nay againſt the Intereſt of che 
greater Part, is to ſuppoſe them ſtruck at a Clap with 


the Spirit of Folly and Madneſs ; tis to ſuppoſe them 
| irratl- 
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irtarional, and by Inference nor Men; and what can 
Fancy frame more prodigious, than that a Man of Parts 
ſhould believe this Epidemical Lunacy without any 
Ground or Reaſon. If Caprice has ſent about this Frolick ; 
if it has poſted it away to every Corner of the habitable 
World; methinks we have right to expect ir may play 
little Pranks in things of another Nature. Why have 
the Gentry never yer flung Teuxbury Muſtard Balls into 
their own Houſes, and toſs d the Frenzy thro' the whole 
Nation? Why have they never conſpir d the. Ruin of 
Vintners by withdrawing their Cuſtom, or ſuppreſs d the 
Ims.oft Court by compoling Law Suits a P aimable ? 
Could we ſee Aſſociations carry on thele petty Frolicks, 
we might perchance have ſome Inclinarion to think 
more Univerſal were poſſible, but till you give me an 
luſtance, you muſt pardon my Incredulity. | 
Now 'tis Time to take into Conſideration your pre- 
tended Ad vantage: The Proofs for Cleſars Being are re- 
ſoly'd, ſay you, into the Evidence of Senſe, thoſe for 
God's Exiſtency are not, therefore the Authority that 
ſands for Ceſar, exceeds that which ſtands for God, in 
the ſame Proportion that certitude drawn from the Per- 
ceptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes the Certirude taken from any 
other Faculty. | 
Firſt, Suppoſing the Evidence which ſtands for Ceſar 
be greater, tis falſe Legick ro conclude that the Evidence 
of a God, grounded on the moſt univerſal Conſent, that 
erer was in the World, is inſufficient to ſecure a wiſe 
Man from Doubt: For certainly ſomething below ſupream 
Evidence will ſuffice ; and if you will not grant me this, 
t evidently follows, you can be ſure of Nothing but 
what you ſee; for the Experience of your own Eyes 
ls ten times more convincing than that of another, let it 
* apply'd to you by the moſt full Authority than can be 
Imagin'd. | 
Secondly, You cannot refuſe your Aſſent to the Exi- . 
ſence of a God upon account that the univerſal Autho- 
fity of Mankind is not founded on Senſation : For then 
jou undermine, and blow up the Foundarion of Atheiſm, 
and Apoſtate from Incredulity; for either you are an Epi- 
wean, or Ariſtotelian Atheiſt, id eſt, you believe rhe 
World was compos d by Chance of Atoms, or was ab 
fern; Take which you Foe if the Firſt, pray tell 
me, 
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me, did you ever ſee thoſe Atoms? Did you ever view 
their Motion? Was you preſent when they danc'd the 
Hay ? Or produc'd the World by a Turn of Barnaby; 
Did ar leaſt either Epicurus, or Democritus aſſure their 
Scholars they ſaw this Scuffle ? Can they tell us the Names 
of their Generals? The Number of their Squadrons 
Or Battallions. ? How long the Conflict laſted ? And up. 
on what Articles the Peace was agreed on? If the Second, 
I defire ro know what ocular Certainty you have of the 
World's Eternity; could any. Man be preſent at this 
ſtrange Production before he was, id eſt, could he exif 
before Eternity? Thele things go down with Atheiſt 
without chewing, without examen; they believe em tho 
no body ever ſaw em, and what is yet more admirable, 
without any Authority ro recommend em, nay in Spight 
of Authority, and againſt the moſt evident Conviction 
of Reaſon ; but when the Queſtion is to believe a God 
upon the univerſal Conſent of all Nations, back'd with 
all the Force of Reaſon, they beg our Pardon, they can- 
not captivate their Underſtanding to the Belief of a 
Thing that has never been ſeen ? Is this to build on Prin- 
ciples ? Yes, without doubt; you treat Principles as tie 
Presbyterians did the Government in Forty Two, who 
pretended ro ſettle ir on a ſtable Bottom, yer fairly over- 
rurn'd it. 

Thirdly, Did you not tell me, you requir'd ſuch Proofs nd! 
only for a God as the Matter was capable of 2 That be enter 
muſt be a Fool, or a Madman, that would not believe and 
there was ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, unleſs it could ¶ tc 
be demonſtrated by Mathemaricks? Or deny d a God, WM 7; 
becauſe he did not ſee him? For to believe the Being of by 0 
Conſtantinople upon no other Terms than Demonſtration, ¶ oon, 
or of God upon no Evidence but that of Senſe, is r: B 
require a Conviction not poſſible; for God cannot be vill; 
ſeen by a corporal Eye, nor can the Being of Conſtantin» Ex 
ple be evidenc d by Euclid? : So that the Authority for A detic 
God cannot be enervared, becauſe it is not reſolv'd ino ur! 
Senle : For ſuppoſe he did exiſt, and ſtriv'd ro manifelt¶ naſtic 
himſelf ro Mankind, he never could expoſe his Eſſence Iv 
to the Eye, ſo that you muſt either ſay ſuch a corporal been | 
Teſtimony is not neceſſary for a through Conviction d (op 
his Being, or that his Omnipotency cannot ſufficiently fis r. 


' manifeſt it; rake which you will; that cuts off your Re-Wiher'q 
treat, 
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rear, and this plunges you into the Abyſs of Abſurdity 
and Blaſphemy. 

Fourthiy, Tho' Ceſar was the Object of Senſe, this 
Circumſtance cannot poſſibly have any Influence on your 
Relief : This ſtands meerly on the Baſis of Authority; 
fr if I ask you, why you believe there was ſuch a Man 
25 Ceſar? You mult anſwer, becauſe Tully and others 
livd and convers'd with him: If I enquire farther how 
you know they liv'd and convets d with him? You muſt 
reply, becauſe they ſay ſo in their Wrirings : So that 
the ultimate Motive of your Belief, is their Authority, 
partly deriv'd to you by their Books, partly by the 
concurring Teſtimony of intervening Ages; and this will 
appear more palpably, if we ſuppoſe Tully and the reſt 
of thole Authors, who tell us chey were particularly ac- 
quainted with Ceſar in reality never knew him, and ſo 
impos'd on the next Age, which propagated the Cheat 
by a continual Tradition down to our Days: For till 
in this Hypotheſis you would believe there was ſuch a 
Man as Ceſar. Why ? Becauſe you have the ſame Au- 
thority, ſo that their ſeeing Ceſar or nor ſeeing him, 
has no influence on your Aſcent, their Word and Credit 
alone {ways your Judgment. 

But, Laſtly, J ſay that God hath been both ſeen, and 
heard, as much as a Spirit can poſſibly be of thoſe Senſes, 
and ſo the Authority for a God is not only of a farther 
extent than that for Ceſar, bur it alſo leans on Reaſon, 
ud what makes moſt for our preſent Purpoſe, on the Evi- 
dence and Convition of Senſe, 

Theom. This indeed is a hardy Undertaking, and wor- 
thy of ſuch a Hero; if you bring it to a happy Conclu- 
fon, you will undermine Athe:ſm, or at leaſt confound 
tt: Bur I doubt of the Succeſs, and I fear your Enterpriſe 
wil vaniſh into Miſcarriage. | 

Euſeb. For all that, Sir, I do not deſpond : Your pro- 
etick Enthuſiaſm will prove in the End as fallible as 
jour Reaſons, and you will be as much our of your Prog- 
toſtication, as your Philoſophy. 

Iwill not here infiſt upon all the Appearances God has 
been pleas d ro make in this World, ſince he created it: 
| fingle out one, which Infidelity ir ſelf muſt believe: 
Tis recorded in the 19th Chapter of Exodus, and hap- 


fend three Months after that miraculous Delivery of the 
S 2 Chil- 
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Children of Iſrael from the Servitude of the Egyptian. 
do nor pretend ro impoſe this Book on your Belief, a; 
the Word of God; you might then perchance accuſe 
me of your own Faults, and ſay I only prove the Theji 
by begging the Queſtion in Debate: Take it as a Story, 
and fling it not among the Fables, till you have proyd 
ir one. 

When the Hoſt of ael, ſays Maſes, came into the 
Deſerr of Sina, ir encamp'd in the ſame place, juſt again 
the Mountain; then God commanded Meſes to tell the 
People, that within three Days he would deſcend upon 
rhe Mountain, and talk to the Army: The third Day 
the Clouds began to gather, Thunder roar'd, Lightning 
flaſh'd, and a celeſtial Trumpet ſtruck all the Army with 
Fear and Amazement; then God came down in the 
Shape of Fire, and the whole Mountain open'd a Scene 
of Terror; the Army trembled, and all the Fews ſunk 
under the awing Majeſty of their Creator, they heard his 
Voice, they ſaw the Flames that environ'd him, they 
were both dazled, and frighred with his Glory, and {o 
depured Moſes ro know his Will, and ro receive his 
Commands: He took his Brother. Aaron, and ſeventy 
two others, who all ſaw the God of Iſrael; he trod on 
a footſtool compos'd of Sapphyrs like a ſerene Skie. This 
is in ſubſtance the Narration of Maſes, and rhe Circum- 
ſtances of this glorious Apparition : It could not be 
Trick of State ro fright the Mobile inro Obedience, no 
ſubtle Inventioncontriv'd in a Cloſer, or reſolv'd on ata 
Counſel-Table ; here was no acting under Board, ot 
our of Sight, three Millions of Men were Spectators, 
and thar rhey might nor afrerwards rake ir for a Dream, 
or ſuſpect ir for Illuſion, it continu'd many Days, (0 
that they had rime for Examen, and Criticiſm. 

Now I argue thus; there was, you ſay, ſuch a Man 
as Ceſar, and you believe ir, becauſe that Tradition 
which conveys down to you this Truth, is reſolv'd into 
Senſe which cannot be deceiv'd ; but a more, univerl: 
Tradition conveys down to us the Being of a God, and 
this may be alſo reſolv'd into Senſe ; therefore the Au 
thority for a God is greater than that for C/ar ; there 
fore if upon Authority reſolvd into Senſe, you believe 
there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar , upon a more univerſi 
Authority reſolv d alſo into Senſe, you may and oug! 
believe there is a God, Them, 
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Theom, I ſuppoſe, if there be a God, he is neithe 
Smoak nor Fire; if then thoſe old Gentlemen ſaw Smoa® 
-ue and Fire only, they could nor ſee God; nay he is nei- 
bet ther made of Sapphyrs, nor falls under Shape or Figure. 
Euſeb. What does this Anſwer prove, but that Atheiſts 
v4 WY uſe their Reaſon to abuſe it? You cry out for Evidence 

of Senſe, I ſend you ro Moſes for ſatisfaction, you read 
the WY biece of the 19th Chapter, ſhur the Book, and then 
int wich great Coolneſs tell me, the Hiaelites ſaw not God 
the but Fire and Smoak ; and tis true; but God was under 
pon BY that Fire and Smoak; he has no Organs, yer fram d 
Day WY Voice; and how will you have him manifeſt himſelf 
ing WY to Senſe but by ſomething that lies within the Sphere of 
run Senſe ? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too thin to entertain our 
che WY Eyes or Ears, tis remov'd out of their Ken, the one 
ene faſtens on Colours, and the other on ſound, and both 
unk bring us Intelligence from Matter: If ſuch Evidence will 
bis WY nor ſatisfy you, all I can ſay is, Atheiſts are a ſtubborn 
hey Generation, and nothing bur Hell Fire will render them 
1 (oY fupple ; we may pray for them indeed, but cannot hope 
his o convert them. | 
ty But, Sir, rhoſe Gentlemen who convers d with Ceſar, 
ea what did they ſee ? 
his Theom. What ſhould they ſee but Cæſar. 

Euſeb. Was Cæſar a Subſtance, or a Complex of Ac- 
cidents ? 

Theom. You have left the Pulpir to fir in the Chair of 
the Scorner, becauſe you cannot reaſon me into an Im- 
pertinence, you will try to laugh me into one. Well, 
Ceſar was a Subſtance, as we are. \ 

Euſeb. T ſuppoſe he was neither Colour nor Sound. 

Theom, Thar is certain. 

Euſeb. And pray what have you ever ſeen, bur Co- 
lur? Or what have you ever heard, but Sound? By 
your own Confeſſion therefore Ceſar has neither been 
ſeen nor heard? ſo that we are {till upon pretty equal 
Ierms. I do not ſay this Compariſon runs on all Four, 
there may be found ſome Diſpariry, but it will not inva- 
lidate the Retortion: For I find no Difference, but that 
thole Accidents Ceſar appear'd under, were natural to 
lim, whereas thoſe that inveſted the Divinity were nor: 

Theom, Pray ſatisfy a Doubt or two; the Story is ſtale 
and being toſs'd. about three omen Years, a 
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loft nothing. Again this ſtrange Paſſage might be foiſt. 
ed into the Text by a crafry Rabby; and in Time 
what Aſſurance have you the Fact is true. 3 

Euſeb. Firſt, the ſtory is ancient; true: But then Anti. 
quity and Truth are not I hope incompatible; tho Pi. 
ctures may miſrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diftance, Hiſtory 
has no ſuch nice Point as Proſpective: If it had, Atbeiſn 
would lie under no Favourable Circumſtances, it would 
have no Play for ir ſelf, no, not the Skirmiſh of Atoms, 
or the World's eternal Duration: For without Doubt, 
the Battle between theſe inviſible Legions was fought be. 
fore Meſes's Days; and then tis pretty clear, Eternity is 
of a ſtaler Date than Exodus: If therefore the Antiquity 
of the ſtory ſtartles your Belief, the Relation of the 
World's Beginning by the fortuitous Coition of Atoms, 
or its independant Exiſtence from Eternity puzzles mine : 
"Tis ridiculous and unreaſonable to except againſt a Fat 
or Book, meerly becauſe they are ancient; for if the 
Exception be receivable, you muſt fling up all Right to 
your » apo muſt ſhake Hands with Livy, giving up 
Plutarch, and confine our Reading æs well as Credit to 
new Almanacks or Gazettes, ; 

Again, a Fact that has brav'd Time, that has ftood 
the Cririciſm of four Thouſand Years, and triumph'd 
over all the Examens of intervening Ages, carries a cer- 
rain Air of Truth, that makes Impreiſion on the moſt 
obdurate Underſtanding ; whereas upſtart Facts are ra- 
ther examin d by Paſſion than Reaſdn, they are maintain d 
and deny d by oppoſite Intereſts; both Sides raiſe a Duſt, 
and then in the Dark, 'tis hard to diftinguiſh Truth from 
Falſhood. The verv Story I mentioned has ſharpened 
the Pens and exercisd the Wirs of all Ages; all thoſe 
Pagan Philoſophers that entred the Liſts againſt Chriſti- 
aniry, firſt ſtruck ar the Pentateuch, they aim d at the 
Jewiſh Law, to wound that of Feſus Chriſt ; bur theit 
Artemp:s were baulk'd, they fell in the Enterpriſe ; and 
when they could nor diſprove the Fact, they blacken d it, 
and aſcribed that to the Power of Magick, what could 
only be the Effect of the Omnipotent. You have the 
Liberty to Steer by their Example, you may father this 
Apparition on the Devil, bur then whar will you gain 
bur Confuſion ? For if you admit a Devil directly, you 
grant a God by Illation ; a Devil and a God, are in 4 
Manner Correlatives, 9 | ', To 
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To the ſecond ; if this Apparition might be foiſted in 
by a crafty Rabbi, by the ſame Reaſon all thoſe Paſſages 
in ancient Authors where Cæſar is mentioned, might have 
been foiſted in alſo, ſo that if a bare Poſſibility has Force 
againſt me, it has as much againſt jou: Belides if we 
conſider the Care the Jews took to avoid ſuch Surpriſes, 
we may be morally aſſur d. no Corruption, no Altera- 
tion, could poſſibly be contriv'd : Twelve Copies were 
taken for the Twelve Tribes, then every Tribe drew 
as many more, as there were particular Synagogues in 
each Tribe, nor was this Lask committed to the Care of 
private Copies, but ro Notaries, Scribes, and Overſeers 
appointed by publick Authority; when every Copy was 
review'd by the whole Congregation, was laid up in 
the Treaſury of the Temple, under divers Locks, nor 
was it lawful for any without Commiſfion to touch 
them : Beſides ro obviate Falſifications, the Laws of the 
Land puniſh'd with preſent Death thoſe who ſhould 
dare to add, ro diminiſh, alter or corrupt the ſa- 
cred Text: What can ſecure a Book more againſt Cor- 
ruption, than ſo great a Circumſpection, ſo great a Cau- 
tion? or can you prove that any profane Hiſtorian, was 
fenced ſo ſtrongly againſt rhe Aſſaults of Time? Or the 
Miſtakes of Ignorance or Malice ? 

To the third; I have all the Aſſurance the Fact is true, 
25 the Thing is capable of, without a ſpecial Revelation: 
It was not acted in Darkneſs, but in the Sight of three 
Millions of Men: This Spectacle mixt with Terror and 
Majeſty, did not flaſh by, like a Lightning, but conti- 
nued many Days; So that the People laid not under a 
Surpriſe, but had Time to call all Things to a cool Exa- 
men: Again this Apparition mov'd them to receive a 
Law clogg d with Ceremonies and fill d with Precepts : 
We may eafily ſuſpect the Preſence of their Maſier, ra- 
ther forced them to accept ir, than their Inclination, and 
that they lubmitted to the Yoak with Regret, becauſe 
they caſt it off in a Moment. Now what three Millions 
ſaw and heard Moſes committed to Writing; then he 


read the whole Law to the People, who ſwore to obey 


it: From theſe Spectators partly. by written Tradition, 
and partly by Oral, we have receiv'd the Fact ; ſome 
have defended the Truth of the whole Book with their 


Blood, and the moſt learned Men of the World with 
S 4 | rheir 
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their Pens. What greater Proof can, not Reaſon Only, 
bur Obſtinacy require? Compare the Certainty yy 
bave of Ceſar, with the Evidence have brought for this 
and you will find it inferior: Three Millions {aw God 
and heard him, not half that Number had a Sight of 
Cæſar in all Probability, and as few ever heard his Voice: 
The Authority for the one, is at leaſt as great, as tha 
for the other: No Man had any intereſt to deny Cæſn, 
a thouſand to deny the Books of Moſes; they have en, 
deavoured to ſuppreſs, and confute them, Emperors hase 
pointed the Pagan Arguments with Swords, Racks, and 
the Horror of moſt cruel Torments, yer Chriſtians with. 
out Number, have rather expos d their Bodies to the 
Flames, than thoſe Books to the Fury of Executionen 
they choſe rather to loſe their Lives than deny thoſe 
Truths they contain d: Now muſt not thoſe People be 
pretty ſure who prove Truths with their Blood ? Who 
defend Facts, not with a Syllogiſm, but the Torture? 
And preſs home their Arguments with ſuffering ? This 
way of Diſpute perchance may not agree with your 
Temper, and (I believe) you would rather deliver up 
your Cæſar, than hang for him; but however you may 
meaſure the Value other Men put on their Lives, by 
the Price you rate your own at, and you may conclude, 
they would never part with them without good Realon, 
and an urgent neceſſity: In fine, we may ſafely preſume, 
the Fact is true, becauſe all*Anriquiry has thought , 
and tis madneſs to oppoſe our Paſſion, or reaſon againſt WM by 
the Reaſon of the Chriſtian World. ſer; 

Theom. You grant ſome have queſtion'd thoſe Books, WI wi 
and by conſequence the Fact in controverſy ; but ro the 
body has been ſo abandon'd of common Senſe, as ro ſtan WM Im 
a Doubt about the Being of Ceſar ; therefore if a Fat WM nit 
never queſtion'] be more certain than one that has been WI we 
controverted, in ſpight of all your Arguments, t ' is more ¶ not 
certain there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, than that God not 
appear d to the People of I/rael. Po 

Euſeb. The queſtioning the Fact does not take off | 
from its cerrainty ; unleſs the Motives on which ir ſtands of 
be found doubrful, and weak upon Trial. Is the Poſli- MI file 
biliry of Motion leſs certain becauſe Aero deny d it? I WW me 
this Principle quid libet eft vel non eſt leis evident becaule ¶ De 
ſome doting Philoſophers abjur d it? Are you , wh 
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ay Snow is black becauſe a Fool affirm'd it? No Sir: 
In ſpight of thole ſilly Coxcombs, theſe things ſtand ſtill 
upon their ancient Bottom; and will, till Men pull our 
their Eyes, or turn off their Reaſon. If the Being of 
Ceſar has never been brought ro examen; tis becauſe 
Mankind has no intereſt in him: Whether he was, or was 
nor, brings no alteration into the World : Things go on 
iter the ſame Method in either Hypotheſis: And tho 
indeed he made ſome Figure eighreen hundred Years 
ag0, he makes none at preſent, but on the Stage: But 
ſhould a Gentleman pur in Claim to ſome Eftate in Vertue 
of a Grant from Julius Caeſar, our Lawyers would not 
only plead Preſcription againſt it, but prove by the Sta- 
tures even of William the Third, his famous Expedition 
into Britanny was the pure Invention of Recuſants, Ene- 
mies to the Government; nay, that the very Perſon is 
fiction, Impolture, and Deſign. Tis more certain there 
was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, than that God appear d to the 
People of Iſrael, | 
A Gentleman in ſome diſorder ferching up a great Sigh : 
Alas Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius! What do you mean? Why 
niſe you Ghoſts from the other World to haunt poor 
Creatures, and have no Power to conjure them down ? 
Muſt our Torment make up your Diverſion ? Can't 
you be pleas d unleſs we are frighted ? Nor ar eaſe unleſs 
we groan upon the Torture? The moſt happy Life de- 
ſeries rather pity than envy : And what we can procure 
by a thouſand Cares, is only to render our (elves leſs mi- 
ſetable ? Why then do Divines continually imporrune us 
with ſtrange diſcoveries of another World > Why damp 
they our Pleaſure with Stories of Hell? And terrify our 
Imagination with gaſtly Landskips of a tormenting Eter- 
nity ? Either prove theſe amazing Tenets ſo clearly that 
we cannot deny em, or promiſe ſilence, that we may 
not hear em. Your Arguments raiſe Doubts, bur can- 
not quell em; they alarm my Fears, but have not the 
Power to diſſipate em. | 
Alas! Sir, (reply'd Euſebius) what would the Silence 
of Divines avail, unleſs you cou'd gag Nature, and 
lilence your Conſcience ? Tho” you flie from the Com- 
merce of Men : Tho' you mew yourſelf up in Rocks and 
Dens ; the very Stones proclaim his Being : The Winds 
Whiſper it; and Solitude proteſts you are within _ 
| mi- 
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Dominion. Omnes homi nes vident Deum; the very Blind 
ſee him; and the Deaf hear him. 

Tis ſtrange (anſwer d the Gentleman) that ſo mat) 
flaſhing Wirs in the Court, and Town, ſhou'd over. 
look ſo long this Divinity, which ſtands before em. Mu 
_ put out their Eyes to ſee him ? Or turn Fools to find 
him ? 

I doubt not ( ſaid Euſebius) but Hhite-Hall and Ken. 
fington are well ſtock d with Wits. I grant the Town js 
not unprovided: But then I maintain their blindneſs 
proves a God; and that Infidelity is a juſt puniſhment of 
their Crimes. For make a Survey of all thoſe Wits; and 
you will find them nor only without Grace, bur almoſt 
without Conſcience. So ſoon as their Reaſon bloom d, 
they proſtituted their Innocence, and ſhew'd they were 
Men by acting like Devils. As Alexander counted the 
Battles he fought by the Wounds he receiv'd ; ſo theſe 
may calculate up. the Moments of their Lives by the 
Enormities they commit. Every Action affronts Nature, 
and cries aloud for Vengeance. If therefore there be an 
Author of Nature, is it not juſt he ſnould take the Cauſe 
of Nature in hand, and revenge the Injury on thoſe 
that did it? And what more terrible Revenge can he 

take, than to ſtrike thoſe blaſphemous Salmonean:; 
thoſe. impure Sardanapalus's as he did the Spdomites with 
the Spirit of blindneſs ? Percuſſit eos cœcitate 4 minimo 
. wfque ad maximum: Then to withdraw the Light of his 
divine Face from their Eyes; and ſo to permit them to 
walk in darkneſs and ignorance ; and then only to ac- 
knowledge their Errours, when they feel the Puniſhment 
of their Crimes? 

Now that their Infidelity cannot proceed either from 
want of Motives, or of Wit, tis pretty evident. They 
have the Conſent of Mankind, id eſt, of Nature: They 
have the Confeſſion of their Conſciences from within, 
the Teſtimony of every Creature from without. Thele 
glare ſuch a Light on the moſt ſtupid Underſtanding, 
that they cannot reſiſt the Force of the Impreſſion. Your 
| Firſt-rate Wits of the Court examine (you ſay) all thoſe 
Arguments, they contemplate rhe great World, and the 
leſs; they turn up every Stone, ranſack every corner of 
the Univerſe, wirhout being able ro diſcover any Traces 
of a Deity. What can you infer ? Bur that there is 7 God 
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above, who takes an Inventory of the Actions of the 
Children of Men, who puniſhes rheir Rapines, their Im- 
urities and Blaſphemies here by confounding their Judg- 
ments, who cafts ſuch a Gloom over their Underſtandings, 
that they cannot ſee what Children diſcern ; that they 
g'ope in darkneſs, whilft they walk in light, and call our 
tor Proofs of his Being, whilſt they are ſurrounded, and 
almoſt oppreſs d with Demonſtrations. In a word, Sir, 
do not conclude there is no God, becauſe the topping Ge- 
nius's of the Court do nor ſee him; ſay rather there is 
one, becauſe they do nor ſee what all the World both 
civiliz'd and unciviliz'd, ſee and adore ; ſay their Igno- 
rance is a juſt Puniſhment of their ſcandalous and pro- 
yoking Offences, and that the only Way left theſe aban- 
don d Debauchees to come to the Knowledge of God, is 
to take off the Curſe by flying to Repentance. 

He was going on, but Theomachus interrupted him; 
tis time (laid he) ro ſound a Retreat, we have been this 
Morning on hor ſervice; after ſome Civilities Euſebius 
left the Company, and the next Day took up again the 
Conference, which continu'd ſome Days. 


DIALOGUE XVI. 
The ſecond Proof drawn from the Exiſtence of the 


World, which by unqueſtionable Authority is ſhown 
to have been made. 


Euſeb. 1 Have prov d the Exiſtence of a God, from the 

innate Characters of his Being, ſtamp'd on the 
Hearts of Men, I come now to a ſecond Proof which he 
has laid before our Eyes, that he might convince our 
Senſes as well as our Reaſon, and manifeſt himſelf by 
bis Works to the incredulous ſeeing he cannot appear in 
Perlon, We ſee a moſt ſtately Fabrick call'd the World, 
vaſt in Extent, and admirable for Beaury : The Earth is 
ſtock d with innumerable Beaſts, the Air with Birds, the 
Sea with Fiſhes; ſome ſeem made meerly for Man's 
Profit, others for his Pleaſure, and many for Oſtentation. 
The Firmament glitters with a thouſand Luminaries, 
their Bulk vies with their Luſtre, and their Begury with 
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boch: The Sun dazels us with his Glory, and over-powes 
our feeble Eyes with an Exceſs of Majeſty ; it's the grang 
Arbitrator of Time, it divides Moments into Ages, Years, 
Monrhs and Days ; it regulates Seaſons, preſcribes bounds 
ro Winter, and limits to Summer, and by its accels and 
. receſs makes em. The Moon with her bright Legions of 
Stars, that ſpangle the Firmament, gilds Darkneſs, and 
filvers over thoſe Shades of Horrour, and ſo turns Night 
it ſelf into a Theatre of Pleaſure : But what raiſes my 
Amazement, is that this gigantick Machine, is compos{ 
of almoſt infinite Parts; yer all are ſo artificially con- 
triv d. that one fits exactly the other; nay, they are en. 
dowid with contrary Inclinations, they are always at va. 
riance, they draw into the Field one againſt the othet, 
yet thoſe particular Fewds hinder not an univerſal Peace, 
nor thoſe private Diſcords a general Harmony. Now, 
Sir, I ask you from whence this glorious Piece of Archi- 
tecture came; who laid the Foundations of the Earth? 
who rais d the rowring Mountains ? And hung thoſe vaſt 
reſplendent Bodies of the Sun, Moon and Stars in thole 
liquid Regions above > Who azur'd the Firmament? 
Who enamel'd the Meadows with a Thouſand different 
Flowers, that embalm the Air, raviſh the Skie, and per- 
fume the Smell ? | 

Theom. Indeed the World is a lovely Fabrick, and the 
Contrivance ſeems admirable, ſo that ſome have fatherd 
the Work upon an infinite Wiſdom : I confeſs this Opi- 
nion is more plauſible than true; it goes down with the 
unthinking Vulgar, yer Men who hate to rake things up- 
on truſt, who ſtick not on outward appearances, but 
follow Effects up to their Origin, are of a different Sen- 
timent. 184 5 

Some ſay it caus d it ſelf; but, methinks, this is a 
Piece of the rudeſt Nonſenſe that ever was invented, it 
makes a Thing act before it was; and gives a Being be- 
fore it had any: Nay, it ſuppoſes a Thing to be, and 


not to be, the ſame Inſtant; and fo allows of a Contra - 


diction, which is to out-ſhoor Abſurdity it (elf. : 

Others are inclin'd to Epicurus's and Democritus's Sy- 
ſtem ; theſe ſay the Matter is eternal, which having an 
infinite Space to ſport in, began to Scower about, and 
after a thouſand Encounters by a moſt happy Caſualty, 


chop'd upen this regular Frame ; Indeed a Man muſt * 
; 0 
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of a very credulous Complexion, that can ſwallow this 
Folly; tis to loſe Time to enter upon a Confutation: 
nethinks, ſometimes we might ſee Books compos d by 
Chance, as well as this great Folio of the World ; and 
pictures allo may ſtart up by ſprinkling the Colours at 
andom. : 

Others, in fine, maintain the World is eternal, 2 ſe, 
without any other Cauſe bur its own Nature; tis a ne- 
cefſary Being, and independent, and as it had no Begin- 
ning, ſo it can never have an End: Tis in vain to run 
iter a Cauſe diſtinct from its own Nature, it is its own 
Architect and Work, the one is the ſame with the other. 
To theſe Philoſophers I give my Approbation, this is my 
Fentiment 3 you have liberty to bring your Exceptions 
ayainlt it. 

22 I ſay the World was made in Time, an infinite 
Being drew ir our of the State of pure Poſſibility, and 
placd it in that of Actuality: His Power ftrerch'd our 
the Heavens, and ſpread a Canopy of Azure, embroider- 
ed with Stars, over the Earth: Wiſdom contrived the 
parts, and with a ſtupendious Arrifice put them together: 
His Goodneſs prompred him ro communicate himſelf ro 
a Multirude of Creatures: His Prudence mark'd out the 
Employment of every Part of the Creation; it aſſign'd 
them their Work, and appointed them their Stations. 
duppoſing there was a God, this Account would be very 
reaſonable, for this great Work would not exceed the 
Kill of the Workman, Infinite in Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs. . | 

Now the preſent Controverſie can be decided only by 
two Ways ; either by Authoriry or Reaſon, If therefore 
Authority ſtands by me, and not at all for you; if ſolid 
Reaſon takes my Side, and wholly abandons yours; and 
if beſides you are not only deſerted by Reaſon, but preſs d 
by thoſe very Difficulties, or greater you oppugne me 
with, I hope you will be ſo juſt ro Reaſon and your ſelf, 
as to come over to Truth, and to confeſs and adore that 
God you now deny. Let me therefore ask you, is your 
own Opinion back d with Authority? 

Theom. 1 confeſs the Authority is not full nor cogent, 
yet all Ages have furniſh'd Men, who ſtood up for the 
World's Eternity: Neither indeed ought we to put the 
Ine of the Cauſe upon Authority, in ſuch an —_— 

| eries 
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Series of Ages, many unforeſeen and unavoidable Acc 
dents may eaſily have interrupted the Courſe of Tradi. 
tion, as Plagues and Inundarions which without Douh: 
have more than once almoſt depeopled the World, and 
turn d it into a Solitude: Befides, want of Tradition for 
the World's Erernity rather proves it was Erernal than 
not: For if the World was always peopled, there could 
be no common Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould 
firſt riſe, and then ſpread over the Univerſe, 
Euſeb. I grant the World's Eternity may have found 
Abetters in moſt Ages, but their Authority is inſufffci. 
ent; they were a certain kind of fanatick Philoſophers 
like our Atheiſts, who lived on Fancy, and opin'd by 
Imagination; they examin d Facts by Caprice, and foun- 
ded their Tenets on meer Conjectures, but yet their O. 
* Pinion favours not yours. For tho Ariſtotle was a great 
tickler for the World's Eternity, and as he confeſſes, the 
firſt of all Philoſophers that broachd rhe Whim; yer 
he acknowledges 'rwas made by God and flowed from his 
Power, as Light from the Sun; yer this Hypotheſis ſeem'd 
o oppoſite to the receiv'd Opinion of all Greece, that an 
Action of Blaſphemy was brought in againſt him, Conint, 
J. 8. Phyſic. c. 2. quod unum Deum docuiſſet contra Patria 
ritus de Idolis & multitudine Deorum, & quod Mundum 
ſempiternum enunciaſſet, quem initio Temporis conditum 
tota Gracia putabat : And the Epicureans who held the 
Matter Eternal, thought it far more conſonant to Rea- 
ſon, to leave the rare Contrivance and Diſpoſition of the 
World to Chance, which finiſh'd and put the laſt Hand 
to this Admirable Architecture in Time, than to aſcribe 
its Origin to any inherent Independency, 


Si nulla fuit Genitalis Origo | 
Terrarum & Culi, ſemperq; eterna fuere, 
Cur ſupra bellum Thebanum & funera Troſæ 
Non alias alii quoq; res cecinere Poete, ; 
Thus an Epicurean Poet. 


and I think I may defie you to produce one ancient Phi- 
lolopher, one Man of Senſe that ever durſt rake upon him 
the Defence of your Theſis ; and yer we ſcarce find any 
other Abſurdity without an Advocate, bur to clap Inde- 


pendency on a Being. whoſe Perfections ate confin'd ſeem 
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oo monſtrous an Enterpriſe to wile Men, ſo contrary 


othe firſt Principles of Reaſon, that they durſt not un- 
dertake ir. You do therefore well to put your Cauſe 
upon Reaſop, for you muſt loſe ir, if you ſtand to the 
Verdict of Tradition: Indeed, as you ſay, it the World 
had been Eternal, the Memory of its Eternity might 
have been buried in ſuch an endlels Series of Revoluti- 
ons and Succe:ſions ; but what does this prove? Only 
what might have happen'd, not what really is to come to 
als. 

What you ſay is true, viz. that if the World was al- 
ways peopled, there could not poſlibly be any common 
Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould firſt riſe, and 
* ti no Tradition for the World's Eternity can be 
expected ; this I ſay, tho' ſuppos'd true can avail you no- 
thing againſt a poſitive Tradition that the World was 
made and had a Beginning. | 

Tbeom. And how do you make it out? 

Euſeb. As paſt Matters of Fact are made out, viz. by 
Hiſtory : And in the firſt Place ak nes above, 
does acknowledge thar the moſt ancient Writers held the 
World was made, and that Tradition did confirm Peo- 
ple in the Perſwaſion, that God made all things: The 
Scythians and Egyptians were of this Opinion, the Indians 
and Phœnicians concurr'd with them, to ſay nothing of 
the Græcians who look'd upon the contrary Opinion 
as Innovation, nay and a kind of Hereſy or Blafphemy. 

And if we take a turn into America, if we enter the 
Foreſts and Wilderneſſes of this vaſt Region, we (hall 
find the Peruvians and other Barbarians of this Sentiment; 
indeed ſome had very extravagant Notions of the Creati- 
on, but what can be expected from Men half turn d 
Beaſts, but Extravagance ; yet they concurr'd with us in 
this, that God fram'd and modelled the World. 

Secondly, The firſt Hiſtorian, and as Authentick as ever 
writ, gives a long account of the World's Beginning in 
Geneſis, I do not intend to put this Book upon you as 
divinely Inſpir'd, give it but the Credit of a Hiſtory ; this 
| only ask, and this you gannot refuſe with juſtice, ſeeing 
he has been efteem'd by the Fews and Chriſtians, not only 


s a Divine Hiſtorian, and Legiſlator, bur alſo as a 
Prophet, | 


Now 
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Now ſuppoſing the World was Created, tis natbtil 
to think the firſt Man would leave his Children, and 
thoſe to their Poſterity a Tradition of ſo remarkable; 
Tranſaction; nor could this conveyance be hard, eſpe. 
cially when in the World's Nonage, three Men alone, 
Methuſalem, Shem, and Iſaac could carry on a Tradition 
from the World's Creation almoſt to the Iſraelites deſcent 
into Egypt. | = 

Again, ſuppoſing ſuch a Tradition; it might be ex. 
pected the firſt Writers ſhould put ir on Record. Nay, 


this has hapned ; Moſes the firſt Hiſtoriographer has de. 


ſcended to particulars ; and as his Narration is realons. 
ble, ſo withall it carries a certain Simplicity that per. 
ſwades. Beroſus, Orpheus, Homer and Triſmegiſtus fol. 
low'd. Moſes in Age, as allo in the Delivery of the World 
Beginning: What they receiv'd from their Predeceſſors 
they handed down to their Succeſſors, and by this meany 
the Opinion that the World had a Beginning carries all 
before it: The whole Body of Chriſtians believe it, the 
Mahometans and Fews, tho they vary from us in other 
Points, agree with-us in this; and all Nations whoever 
acknowledg'd a God, own he was the Contriver of this 
great Maſter-Piece of Power and Wiſdom. 

Now to 20 again to the Tide of Tradition, ſo Ancient, 
ſo Univerſal, and withall ſo Rational, upon no other 
Ground but meer Conjectures, or bare Poſſibilities, is 
Raſhneſs ro exceſs, and the very height of Folly ; ti 
to prefer the Reaſon of one Man before that of all Man- 
kind, to brand his whole Species with the Infamy of 4 
fond Creduliry, and to paſs Judgment upon em, that 


they are throughly qualify d for Bedlam. 


Bur again, if ſo full a Report will not farisfie you, 
you muſt pen up your Knowledge in a narrow Part of 
the World, you muſt forſwear not only all Acquainrance 
with paſt Actions, but even with remote; and what 1s 
worſe, you muſt fall below that Station a Creature en- 
dued with Reaſon ought to keep: For when Reaſon 
gives me as great a Satisfaction about the Being, or not 
Being of a Fact, as Reaſon uires, tis Imprudence 
ro doubt: And a Man muſt take Pleaſure to fret and dil. 
oblige his Underſtanding, that will not acquieſce to ſuci 
an Evidence. Now our preſent Controverſy is a palt 
Matter of Fact: We have pur it upon Witneſſes: Ant! 
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quiry ſtands for me ; and all Nations agree in the Main, 
though they vary in ſome Circumſtances, To theſe 
concurrent Teſtimonies you oppoſe naked Surmiſes, or 
Poſſibilities ; or elſe you ſub-pena a Brace or two of 
Atheiſts, or a Pack of African and American Brutes, 
who are {carce able to underſtand the very Stare of the 
Queſtion, and know as little of paſt tranſactions as of 
thoſe that are to come. I now appeal to your own Judg- 
ment, whether a full Tradition be not as good a Con- 
niction that the World had a Beginning, as the Nature 
of a Thing paſt requires? And whether your Counter- 
Wirnefſes, who depoſe on Conjecture, would byaſs an 
wright Judge in any Court of Judicarure, againſt a Cloud 
of others Superior both in Wiſdom, and Probity. . 
Belides; I add another Circumſtance very Material, 
and which deſerves a little Reflection. If rhe World 
had been made in Time, by the Power and Wiſdom of 
God, we could not expect a more full Tradition of its 
Feginning, than we have: Therefore on this very Ac- 
count we have all rhe Reaſon to preſume it had a Begin- 
ning. I prove it thus; Firſt it cannot be imagin'd, bur 
ome would ftand up againſt ir. Men's Judgments are 
35 various as their Faces, and their Underftandings ſeem 
no lels bizar than their Humours. Some deny Things 
becauſe every one believes em. They love Singulariry 
n Opinions, as well as in Modes, and will no more en- 
dure a Rival in thinking, than in their Amours. Others 
ae of a martial Complexion, they love to ſend their 
Brain upon Expeditions, and are temerarious enough to 
atack Demonſtration. They follow Truth, as Conſta- 
des do Malefactors, to arreſt it, and rail againſt it, as 
the young Athenian did againſt Alcibiades, becauſe every 
me applauded him ; they idolize Wir, bur are ignorant 
of its Definition, and ſo, like Dray-Men, place it in cla- 
ſing and contradicting. Others ſteer their Judgmenrs by 
the Compaſs of Intereſt : One would think their Under- 
lundings had truck'd Natures with the Will, and that ir 
bd remov'd its Lodgings from the Head to the Heart. 
Whatever flatters theſe Mens Vanity, or pampers their 
Inclinations, is always true; bur if ir frowns upon their 
Palions, or checks their Liberry ir muſt be falſe. Hence 
r comes that thoſe Truths that even flaſh Conviction, 
nd captivate Reaſon, the wy Moment they are under- 
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| ſtood, oftentimes, find Oppoſition, and are fRtigmatizy 
with Fallacy, becauſe too clear to be prov d. One would 
think that the Part is leſs than the Whele is pretty plain, 
and that a Man muſt have a flender Portion of Wit, not 
to conceive it; yet a late Mathematician eall'd it in 
Queſtion, degraded it from the Quality of a Principle, 
and rhrew ir amongſt the Fry of vulgar Errors. fis 
impoſſible ro frame a Propoſition more clear than this, 1: 
% impoſſible the ſame ſhould both be, and not be at the ſame 
Time. Yer it we believe Ariſtotle, ſome Philolophers 
deny it: And that no Folly might want a Patron, as | 
haves laid already, Zeno would not admit Motion. Now 
if Men disbelieve firſt Principles, if they reject. Truth 
when it appears in diſhabile, and overlook it, when it 
nds before them; what Wonder they don't ſee it at a 
Diſtance, when it appears by Proxy, and is conveyed 
only to us by Tradition ? If we will not credit our own 
Eyes, we may very well flight Authority, for certainly 
they are able to give a more exact Account of Things, 
than Tradition: They diſcover Truth in Perſon; we fe- 
eye not their Intelligence at ſecond Hand, but fee Ob- 
jects in their proper Colours, without Mask or Varniſh, 
Tho' therefore the World was made, we could not ex- 
pect (without a Miracle) a more univerſal Tradition, 
than we have of its Beginning. | 
Secondly, Nor ought the fabulous Opinions about the 
Creation prejudice the Truth of-the Fact; for ſuppoſing 
it rue thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarily from the 
grols Ignorance of Barbarians; when a Story has paſt 
thro. two or three Hands, how unlike is it to the Origi- 
nal ? Every. one ſhapes it to his own Inclination : Some 
Circumſtances are loſt, others added; And nothing re- 
Mains, but the Eſſential: If Truth be thus diſguiſed in a 
Jay ; we muſt not wonder it ſuffers Alteration in the 
Space of fix Thouſand Years, eſpecially among choſe Na- 
tions Who are ignorant of Letters, who are bred in Ig 
orance, and live in Brutality, who know no more of 
Time paſt, than of foreign Countries, and take as little 
Paips to cultivate their Underſtanding, as their Soil. 
Theom, But by your Leave I could fingle you out ſome 
Traditions of a very ancient Date, and of far leſs Con- 
ſequence, than the World's Creation, that paſs currant 
without Oppoſition; for Example, who ever ou 
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there were ſuch Men as Alexander or Ceſar > Now if the 
World had a Beginning, why ſhould not the Memory of 
o wonderful a Fact remain as Univerſal as that of Cæ- 


ſar or Alexander d 


Eiſeb. Firſt, If we went to polling, I believe thoſe 
who tand for the World's Creation, would carry ir, for 
this is acknowledged by a hundred Nations that never 
keard of thoſe two Princes, 

Secondly, If none have endeavoured to our-face the 
World, that there never were ſuch Men, tis becauſe the 
Conteſt was roo inſignificant z and beſides, which Way 
ſhould a Man ſer upon the Enterprize ? he could expect 
no Relief from Reaſon, For alas! All rhe Reaſon in the 
World, can never ſhew, they were, or were not: He 
cold therefore only have Recourſe to Tradition, and 
where could he find any Pretence, to ſet on foot, ſo much 
1 an innuendo they never were? Unleſs he could hit up- 
n an expedient to ſeize all the Records, that mention 
thoſe Emperours, and then condemn them to the Fire: 
But it was the Intereſt of all Atheiſts to deny the World 
wer had a Beginning. Nay, *rwas abſolutely impoſſible 
for them ro admit Creation, and reject a Creator; and 
then that Principle ex nihilo nihil fit, was a great Support, 
not only ro Atheiſts, bur Philoſophers ; and no doubt, 
fthat Principle be true the Matter at leaſt may be eter- 
tal, Here you ſee that Intereſt might move ſome, 
nd apparent Reaſon others, to ſtand for rhe World's 
kerniry, but neither could invite a Man to queſtion ei- 
ter Alexander or Cæſar. 

To ſum up therefore the Force of my Argument in 
hort: I ſay, our Controverſy muſt be tryed either by 
Teftimony or Reaſon, the firſt is the proper Court for 
ronouncing upon ancient Facts, and rhe moſt uncorrupt 
Tribunal. I have prov'd that the Torrent of Tradition 
mans for me, that the moſt ancient Writers, as well as 
de moſt recent; the moſt learn d, as well as the moſt 
=: the moſt poliſh'd Nations with rhe moſt inculr, 

neſs for me. Whereas none but a Pack of Atheiſts, 
t ome wild Barbarians, or at moſt a Brace of whimſi- 
al Philoſophers, famous for nothing bur Singularity, 
lire appear in your Defence. If ſuch an Evidence be 
or ſufficient to prove a Fact, pray tell me what is? Tf 
u require more, I muſt conclude you are unreaſonable; 

21 becauſe 
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becauſe you call for a greater Conviction, than the Sub. 
ject will bear, or can be expected without Miracle; and 
I luppole Miracles would as little befrtend your Cauſe 
as Tradition. | 


DIALOGUE KXVIl 


The Atheift fuppoſing the World's Eternity, ſuppsſe 
an infinite Series of Generations poſible; naw it he- 
ing ten times more Probable, that ſuch a Series i 
Impoſfible, be muſt be guilty of the higbeſt Inpru- 

| dence to venture his Soul upon ſuch an Uncertainty, 

T HE World (you ſay) was Poſſible ab eterno a ſe: 

| Therefore i? was ab eterno a ſe. I affirm it was not 

Poſſible ab æterno a ſe : Therefore it was not ab æterno a ſi. 

Our Poſitions are contradictory ; and ſo are our Proofs : 

For you barely aſſert and prove Nothing: And! wil 

prove by Reaſon what I aſſert. 

'Theom. Before you proceed, let. me deſire you not to 
meddle with Infinitum. Tho' you raiſe a hundred Bat- 
teries againſt infinite: Succeſſions, you'll only go off with 
Labour and Diſappointment. Your Philoſophers have 
undertaken my Defence on that Side: And I know not 
how you'll ſtorm their Reaſons, or level their Authority. 
Yer till this be done there's no coming at me. Therefore 
J counſel you not to raiſe your Battery on that Side. 

_- Eyſeb. I confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers, and 

the litigious Humours of others, have been kind to Athe- 

iſts: For in Reality, Philoſophy is no more a Science 
bur an Art of Jugling. Philoſophers queſt more afte 
new Opinions, than Truth: And he is the Man; ( not 
that ſearches into the Bowels of Nature) but that dreſſe 

and tricks up Notions in the beſt Poſture of Defence a- 

gainſt Oppoſers; and if he can handſomly embroil a Que 

ſtion; or dares offer Words for a ſolid Anſwer; or em 
peach Truth of Sophiſtry, he deſerves to be pointed at: 

Digito monſtrari & dicitur hic eſt, Thus ſome have aſſer. 

red the Poſſibility of an Infinity actu, in ſpighr of receiv d 

Principles that oppoſe it. They ſhroud the Weaknels 0 


their Reaſons under the Obſcuriry of the Theſis * 
« N | 
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ſolre Difficulties by ſtarting greater. You lay hold on 
their Vanity to ſupport your Hypotheſis : And think you 
have made ir clear beyond Debate, by telling us Philoſo- 
phers hold the Eternity of the World poſſible: Bur under 
Favour, tho their Authorityjmay ſtave off ſome Arguments 
from you, it cannot others: For tho they hold God 
could create the World ab æterno: They deny it could be 
4 ſe. If therefore in one Caſe you defer ſomething to 
their Authority, be ſo juſt, as to reverence it in the other: 
Belides, you vaſt Pretenders to Wir, will not be fobb'd off 
with Authority. This is the Refuge of Weakneſs ; The 
Sanctuary of thoſe, whoſe good Humour muſt compound 
for the Shallowneſs of their Brain. You are for Rea- 
ſon ; for naked Demonſtration, without Fard, or fucus: 
For Evidence, that admits of no Reply, nor Rejoinder ; 
therefore ſtand to your Principles before you firike in 
with theſe mighty Upholders of Infinitum. Bring their 
Reaſons ro the Touchſtone : Examine whether they are 
ſterling, or adulrerate. I will only propoſe one or rwo 
Difficulties, which I confeſs put me to the Plunge. The 
World you ſay is Eternal? 

Theom, I do. 

Euſeb. Therefore it was Impoſſible for you ever to 
have been Born. 

Theom, I deny the Inference. 

Euſeb. | prove it · You could not poſſibly be Born 
till an infinite Number of Generations was paſt: But 
tis Impoſſible for an infinite Number of Generations to 
pals, therefore it 'rwas Impoſſible for you ever to have 
been Born. 

Theom, Tis Impoſſible for an infinite Number of Ge- 
nerations to paſs, in an infinite Space of Time; I deny 
your Mznor : In a finite Space of Time, I grant your 
Minor, and deny the Conſequence. | f 

Euſeb. I ſubſume, but tis Impoſſible for an infinite 
Space of Time ever to paſs : For if it can paſs, it has an 
End, and by conſequence we find an Infinite with an 
End; and certainly this Conſequence becomes not a 
Man, who avoids the Belief of a Deity, becauſe Infinity 
; an inconceivable Thing. I know not how you look 
upon my Argument: Bur methink any Man but an A- 
heiſt would ſtart at it, | | 
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Again, if by Deſcent we may paſs by an Infinite $; f 
ries of Generations; why not by Aſcent ? Methinks '; 1 
no farther from the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs, tou 
Top ; than from the Top to the Bottom: And I alwyy 
thought the Way from London to Windſor was the (ame 
with that from Windſor to London: Now in Aſcendine 
from you to your Father, from him to your Grand, 
ther, Sc. we march in the ſame Road; we call in 3 
the ſame Gentlemen. If therefore by Deſcent we come 
to an End of our Journey, why nor by Aſcent, 


Tbeom. The Reaſon is evident: For by Aſcending 5 
you come to an End of Generations; and ſtop at the fir by 
1 5. : Then the Succeſſion of Generations has not been ; . 
infinite. 

Euſeb. Right: But then it inevitably follows, there h 
has not been an infinite Series of Generations: Becauſe of 
| pur an End to em, they are at a full ſtop in you Pri 

erſon. 

Theom, There is a great Diſparity between the tuo _ 
Caſes. Becauſe when you mount up from Son to F an 
ther, from Father to Grandfather, c. the Time is al len 
ways Finite, Now what Wonder that an Infinity a 
Generations can't be trac d up to their Origin in a fi ... 


Space? Bur when you Deſcend to me, there has paſs! 
an infinite Space of Time: And ſo one Infinity cot 5 
ſponds to the other. | ; bh 
Euſeb. No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty be. 


yok Diſpute by your quaint Diſpariry. But I wcud ek 
now why a Man by Aſcending cannot ſtep from Tine Ene 


to Eternity, as well as by Deſcending from Eternity into 
Time ? And then, how can an Infinite Time paſs ? ho 
 _Theom. Theſe, Infinities and Eternities are puzzling 
Subjects, they out-ftretch the Abilities. of our Under. 
ſtandings, and your Argument preſſes thoſe Philoſophers ch. 
who maintain God cou d Create the World ab cterno. I kx. 
Euſeb. Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Subject Der 
indeed; but then I wonder an Atheiſt's Reaſon ſhould g. 
Aunble at the Notion of an infinire Being, and leap ſo _ 
nimbly over apparent Contradictions. I do not infit I the 
upon my Proof as a Demonſtration that there is a fir 10 
Principle, or that the World was not 4 ſe. Perchance i om 
in a puzzling Subject our Underſtanding may be Nor- 
plus d; but at leaſt it demonſtrates, that the whole Bod! (6 
| 0 
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of Atheiſts is unreaſonable to Folly and Madneſs; for 
they reject God on Account of his Infinity; and ſome 
other Attributes that (they ſay) are inconceivable. In 
the mean time, they are conſtrain'd to admit an infinite 
and Eternal Series of Generations; a Thing that not on- 
j ſurpaſſes our Conception, but in Appearance falls foul 
on the moſt evident and receivd Maxims of Reaſon. If 
we mult place Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere, I appeal 
toReaſon, whether it be not more agreeable to its Di- 
ates, to attribute thole Perfections to a Being, in 
whoſe Notion they neceſſarily enter, and imply no other 
Difficulty, but what follows a finite Underſtanding, when 
it roaves in Infinity, and loſes it ſelf in Eternity; than 
to this World, which in its molt eſſential Notion, involves 
no Idea of Eternity: Nay, it cannot be apply to it, 
without violating either directly or by Illation, the very 
Principles of Diſcourſe, Whence I conclude ſome more un- 
worthy Principle than Reaſon induces Atheiſts to queſtion 
the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe his moſt inconceivable 
Attributes return to their own Hypotheſis with more Vio- 
lence, 
Theſe Philoſopher's Caſe, who think God might have 
created the World ab Eterno, is quite different from 
yours ; tho' their Opinion be falſe, their Faith is true: 
H that at worſt they riſque nothing but their Labour; 
bur you put all your Hopes on a weak Bottom: It my 
Arguments be true, your Soul is loſt ; And you will de- 
plore your ſucceſſive Eternity 4 parte ante, which has an 
End, for a whole Eternity 4 parte poſt, which will have 
none. Lord! How would an Atheiſt crow : How would 
he chirop ? If he could bur anvil out a Proof, ſo appa- 
rently concluſive for the World's Eternity, as mine is 
apainſt ir > We ſhould ſee the Bookſellers Stalls in Paul's 
Church-Yard hung with new Demonſtrations againſt the 
Exiſtence f a God; as they were ſome Years ago wit 
Demonſtrations againſt . a Trinity, We ſhould ſee Copies 
in every Coffee-Houſe, and the Beaus buſy in conning it 
over to make themſelves Maſters of it: Bur becauſe 
the Proof does not hit with their Inclination, it muſt not 
co vork-upon their Underſtanding. It falls as heavy upon 
our Philoſophers (you ſay) as, upon you ; whar then ? 
Yan company change the Nature of Things ? If they 
e in the Wrong, are * in the Right ꝰ Wou d you 
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engage 
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engage your Eſtate or Life that my Argument is meet 
Paralagiſm 2 1 believe you would take ſome time fo 
Confiderarion before you ventur d upon the Ber. Why 
then then do you ſtake your Soul? For if an eterna] 
Succefſion of Generations be impoſſible, the World 
was made in Time. If ir was made, there is a God; 
and if there be One, what can an Atheiſt expect from 1 
ſlighted Deity, but a juſt Chaſtiſement for his Infidelity ? 
ITbe Conſequence is of Importance, and deſerves ſome 
ſerious Thoughts. | 


00 | | 
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Th third Proof. The Characters of Wiſdom viſil; 
in the Frame and Conſtitution of the World, demon. 
. ſtrate it is the Work of a wiſe Agent. 


— 


1 Have already prov'd a God by the bare Exiſtence of 
the World: I confirm the ſame Theſis by the excel. 
lent; Contriyance of it; which indeed is both amazing 
and rayiſhing : It can neither be expreſſed by Tongue, 
nor drawn out by Pencil. Tis above Art, and out of 
the Reach of Reaſon. The moſt ſearching Genius that 
ever was, has not been able to diſcover one Blot in the 
large Volume of the World: There are no Errata. No- 
ching ſtept in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, and afterwards 
under - went the File or Hammer, but all things continue 
as they were from the Beginning of the Creation. 
| Fxom this Order and Regulariry Tully infers, that the 
World was the Product of a wile Agent ; and brands 
thoſe with Folly, who dare deny a Concluſion ſo clear, 
ſo evident: Eſſe preſtantem aliquam æternamque naturan, 
tamque ſuſpiciendam adorandamque pulchritudo mundi u- 
doque rerum cœleſtium cogit confiteri: The Beauty of tit 
World, and exact Order of the Heavens demonſtrate the 
Exiſtence. of a noble. and eternal Being, to whom Men owe 
Eſteem and Adoration ; nay he ſticks not to affirm, that 


the Contemplation'of rhe Oeconomy, Harmony, and Or- 


der of the heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a Light, 
chat leaves no Room for Diſpute. Quid poteſt eſſe tam 
apertum tamque perſpicuum, cum celum ſuſpicimus cæleſti: 
n | 8 85 aqut 

f 


8 c— > 2 Ec mY ere CTR. Ec 5 = 


<< — - — 


S_— r oP 


The Gentleman Inſtru#ed. 281 


aque contemplati ſumus, quam aliquod eſſe numen præſtan- 
tiſime ments, quo hec regantur? What can be imagin'd 
more clear, than that there is a moſt wiſe Being, who 
directs and governs the. Heavens ? 

Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs thro' every Part of 
the World, is moſt evident; for ir ſuppoſes two Things, 
a Defign 3 and Means proportion'd to acquire it: And 
where thoſe two are found, Wiſdom muſt be admitted. 
We have Eyes to ſee, and there are Colours capable of 
being ſeen. We have Organs fitted up for Smell, Taſte, 
and Feeling: and there are Objects able to gratify em. 
Colours, Smells, &c. would be ulelels, were there no Sen- 
ſes to receive em; and Senſes inſignificant, if there was 
nothing in Nature to play upon em. This reciprocal 
Relation argues a Deſign, and a Choice of Means; and 
who denys it to be the Contrivance of Wiſdom, is ſlen- 
derly provided with this Vertue. ; 

The Sun, which is call'd the Father of Nature, as the 
Earth is rerm'd the Mother, moves about us in ſo juſt 
a Diſtance, that nothing could place ir ſo conveniently 
jut his Wiſdom, who affign'd irs Task. Were it more 
remote, the Earth would congeal ; did it approach, we 
ſhould be parch'd with Hear, and fall into Aſhes : Bur 
now we enjoy the Benefit of its Light; and the Earth 
the Effects of irs enlivening Influence; it impregnates 
the Womb of Nature with its Rays, and atracks Vapours 
to pour em down in Dews and Showres, that refreſh 
the Fields, enliven Flowers, and bring with 'em Plenry 
and Abundance ; and atthe ſame Time returns thoſe Wa- 
ters to the Rivers and Sea, of whom it borrow'd em; 
and ſo (as it were) exerciſes at once, an Act of Libera- 
lity and Juſtice. 

But then all thoſe delicious Fruits that charm the Eye, 
and pleaſe the Palate, would rather be admirable than 
uſeful, did they not turn into the Subſtance of Animals; 
and thoſe (like Tantalus) would periſh of Hunger in the 
Arms of Plenty, had they no Inſtinct to feed on em. 
But again, had every Creature an Inclination to the 
ſame Food, one would ſtarve the other: Nature would 
be at a Nonplus for Proviſion, her Granaries would be 
exhauſted, her Stock drain d, and then Mortality would 
follow : But now ſhe keeps open Table for all her Chil- 
dren, ſhe maintains em at her own Expences : And on 
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they neither Reap nor Sow, they are rather overwhelm 
with Plenty, than preis d with Neceflity : Beſides, had 
not the Male an Inclination for the Female, the Species 
would be at an End: And this Inclination would nor 
continue em, unleſs Propagation were made by ir. Had 
the Female no Tenderneſs for her Young, they could 
not hold out a Day; yet did not her Tears (well with 
Milk, her Tenderneſs could nor preſerve em; but theſe 
poor Creatures forſaken by their Dam would be expos d 
to Inſult were they deſtitute of Swiftneſs, Craft, Cou- 
rage, or Arms to defend themſelves, or annoy the Ag. 
greſſors. Nature has provided againſt this Inconveni. 
ence: Flight ſaves ſome, Wiles others, and many Diſpute 
their Lives; and when they are over- power d, they (cl. 
dom fall without Revenge. They handle their Weapon; 
with Art, and fence by Rule and Method. The Porc:. 
pines like the Parthians fight at a Diftance ; they ſhoot 
without Bows, or Argquebuſe ; and hit the Mark with- 
out aim. The Hedge-Hog at the Approach of Danger 
marſhals it ſelf into a Sphere; it caſts up a Retrench- 
ment; expects the Enemy behind a Palliſade, and ſup- 
plies with Policy, the Weakneſs of irs Forces, The 
Bull faces his Adverſary. The Horſe wheels off, and 
ules his Heels, cither to fly or to wound. If you intended 
to continue Creatures, could you invent more fir, more 
apt Means? Were you Commiſſary General, could you 
lay up better Provifions ? Are you able to place their 
Weapons more advantageouſly for their Defence? Or 
teach em ro manage them with greater Dexterity ? 
There are more legible Characters of Wiſdom and Fore- 
fight in the Republick of Beaſts, than in thoſe of Lycurgu, 
Solon, Plato and Ariſtotle ; for theſe intended a perfect 
Common-Wealth , they err'd moſt ſhamefully in the 
Means, and enacted Laws more ſuitable ro Goats than 
Men. Bur among irrational Creatures, as theſe Laws are 
inviolable, ſo they are proportioned to their Narures and 
Welfare. They neither err by Exceſs, nor Defect, one 
more Rule would ſubvert Oeconomy, as well as one lels ; 
nothing can be added nothing ſubſtracted. 

1 hall not enter upon the Fabrick of their Bodies, 
where Wiſdom fits on every Muſcle. Let it ſuffice that 
Galen takes Notice in his Book de Forma fetus, rhar in 


human Bodies there are above 6co Muſcles; and that 
41 every 
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every one requires at leaſt ren Qualifications. So that 
about theſe (mall Parts alone, no leſs than 6000 Ends 
are to be attended to. There are 284 Bones, and each 
has above forty Ends, in all ten Thouſand ; and a Fai- 
jure in any one of theſe would cauſe a great Irregularity 
in the Body, and in many Deattr and Deſtruction, 

Now not to dilate further upon this Proof, I appeal ro 
you, whether theſe ſtrange and admirable Contrivances; 
theſe natural Tendencies to one Point ; and with all theſe 
Means ſo proportionable, do not cry our, ipſe fecit nos, 
non ipſi nos? We are neither the Work of blind 
Chance, nor the Product of fatal Neceſſity, but of an 
infinite Power and Wiſdom, We cannot caſt an Eye 
upon a rough Landskip, bur the very Sight of it leads 
us to a Painter: And if a Tree, or Animal in Effigies 
conducts us naturally to a Hand, that drew them, and 
to Wiidom that contriv'd em; can theſe Living Origi- 
nals be ** on Hazard, or Neceflity ? 

' Theom. Theſe Things you mention are worthy of Ob- 
ſervation ; they entertain ſometimes my ſerious Tha, 
and caſt me into Rapts of Admiration; bur yer they do 
not exceed the Force and Energy of Nature. 

Euſeb. What do you mean by Nature? is it an intelli- 

nt Being ? or void of all Senſation and Reaſon? 
f intelligent, you miſuſe Words ro confound Notions, 
you repreſent God traveſted into Nature; if it be depri- 
ved of all Knowledge, rhen you run to Matter and Mo- 
tion: Now thele two are uncapable of Wiſdom ; they can 
neither think nor underſtand, they are without Reaſon, 
and even without Senſe. Notwithſtanding the World 
is inveſted with plain Characters of Wiſdom, they are 
ſtamp d and engraven'd on each part of the Univerſe : 
The Learned and the Ignorant, the Vulgar and the Phi- 
loſophers are Unanimous in this Point: What then re- 
mains, but that we draw this neceſſary Inference, that 
ſome wile Intelligent Eternal Being did raiſe out of no- 
ching chis lovely Fabrick, that he plac d every Creature 
in its proper Station, prefix d its End, provided it with 
1 to compleat the Work Providence has aſ- 

it. 

Theom. You know our Underſtandings are very ſhort- 
ſighted, they diſcover nothing plainly but our Ignorance, 
Where-ever we look we find our ſelves encompaſs d with 


* 
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Difficulties, the moſt rrifling, the moſt common Object; 
perplex our Reaſon, we cannot fix a right Notion of 
Production, if we could, perchance the Myſtery would 
vaniſh without any Recourſe to a firſt Cauſe. Your 
little Tricks of Paſs ſurpriſe the ignorant, who often al. 
cribe ro Magick thoſe Operations, that have no other 
Cauſe than ſlighr of Hand. In fine, as Mr. Hobbs rakes 
Notice, the Multitude deifies what it cannot comprehend, 
Ignerance begets Admiration, Admiration Reſpect, Reſpet 
Fear, and Fear Religion. oo 

Euſeb. I am glad to ſee you ſo low in your own Eyes 
this Morning, and that your peremptory and dogmati- 
cal Humour is ſpent ; ſurely you have lately madea 
more intimate Acquainrance with human Nature; anda 
fuller Diſcovery of the Imperfections of our Intellect, 
has read you a Leſſon of Humility. Indeed our Under. 
ſtandings are poor and unfurniſh'd, they come into the 
World unſhap'd, and muſt be poliſh'd by Study, before 
they can give a tolerable Account of the moſt obvious 
Trifles; and yer when this is done, we cannot rely on 


their Intelligence, for they have but few Principles to 


ſteer by; the Groſs of our Knowledge is made of Illa- 
tions; Which are beaten out with great Labour and At- 
tention; and when we contemplate ſelf-evident Truth at 
a Diftance. The Mind is puzzled at the View of ſome 
emerging Circumſtances: Which makes us forget, or 
miſtake the Connexion of the Conſequence with the Pre- 
miſes; and then our Labour. is rewarded with Error. 

* T willingly therefore grant, that I cannot dive into ab- 
ſtruſe Secrets of Nature. I neither know the Myſtery 
of Generation, nor that of Corruption. I believe I am a 
Compound of two very different Ingredients, Spirit, and 
Matter: But how ſuch diſproportion'd Things keep ſo 
ſtrict a Correſpondence, I am as ignorant as the Child 
unborn, Perchance a Philoſopher may harangue, and 
talk more plauſibly upon the Matter, than an Oyſter- 
woman: But after all; if we bring his eleborated Dil- 
courſe” to the "Teſt, we ſhall find nothing but Cant, 
Terms, and Scholaſtical Jargon. But what then? Cane 
not I judge that Paul's-Church never made it (elf, before 
I have conn'd over Vitruvius > Or muſt I know all the 
Rules of Limning, to be ſure the Signs in London are the 
Work of a Painter? Tho'I cannot conceive which = 
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the Thames was turn d, when the Bridge was built, or 
when the Arches are form'd of Marble, or Free-Stone; 
yet Jam ptetty well convinc'd by the Uniformity and 
Contrivance of the Fabrick, that Wiſdom, and Art had 
4 Hand in the Building. And I would laugh at thoſe 
who ſhould maintain, thar either Fate, Chance, or Na- 
ture plac'd the Stones in that regular Form: A thouſand 
Things in the Univerſe ſeem ro me meer Riddles. Yer 
I behold a Stately Machine made up of ten Millions of 
pieces: I ſee Beauty, Symmetry, and Defign ; this (uf- 
fices ro perſwade a rational Creature nothing but Wiſ- 
dom contriv'd it; and nothing but Power put the Idea 
in Execution. So that I infer from what I know, that 
an infinite Wiſdom fram'd, and governs the World : 
Not from what I do not know. 

Theom. You muſt not argue from Works of Art to 


thole of Nature. We (ee Bridges, Churches, and Pictures 


made by the Hands of Artificers, and therefore we ratio- 
nally conclude, that even thoſe that are of an older 
Standing owe their Origin to Art. But who ſaw the firſt 
Stone laid in the Foundation of the World ? 

Euſeb. You turn your Battery the wrong Way; and 
level at your own Hypotheſis, as directly as I could 
wiſh : Becauſe we lee Pictures under the Hand of the 
Painter, and Edifices under thoſe of Maſons and Car- 
penters ; we have realon to infer, that all ſuch Things are 
Effects of an intelligent Agent; bur if (ſuch Trifles 

uire an underſtanding Arrificer, I would know, why 
the Fabrick of the World, compacted of ſo many Parts, 
ſo curiouſly Wrought, ſo artificially Knit together, ſhould 
not lead us to the fame Concluſion? Have I Right to 
aſcribe the Raiſing of a wretched Cabbin ro Wiſdom, 
and not the whole frame of the Univerſe ? Muſt I confeſs 
the pretty Proportion of a Leaſh of Wheels in a Watch 
is owing to the Skill of a Workman ? And that the 
ſtupendious Frame of my Body is the pure Object of 
blind Chance? Or fatal Neceſſity? Certainly ſuch pal- 
E Abſurdities would perſwade one, that Senſe and 

eaſon were not made for Mankind; and that we force 
Nature when we pretend to it. 


DI 4- 
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DIALOGUE XX. 


The Fourth Proof. The Invention of Arts and &i. 
ences ſhow the World is not Eternal : And conſe. 
quently that it was made by a powerful Agent. 


Fuſeb. E ſee new Arts ſtart up with new Ages. 
0 W The World is now * provided, 5 
only with Fences againſt Neceſſity; but even with Sup. 
ports of Grandure, than it was two thouſand Years ago, 
The Diſcovery of the Card is but of late ſtanding, tho 
of great Importance. The Inventions of Powder, and 
of the Preſs are not much more ancient. Rerum Natura 
ſacra non fimul tradit. Arts follow the Law of Nature, 
they are brought forth by Degrees, and are poliſh'd by 
Time and Experience. Sek, 

Other Arts, as they are more neceſſary to Mankind, 
ſo they are more ancient; yet we can track them up to 
their Origin. We know the Inventors of Husbandry and 

Tillage; who Traffick on Foot, and firſt brav d the 
Ocean in Ships. Now if the World was eternal, the 
Induſtry and Study of Man were eternal alſo, How then 


is it credible, thai Men of the ſame Temper with us, ſa - 


gacious, witty and ambirions, fhould ſaunter away a 
whole Eternity, without making thoſe Diſcoveries, we 
owe wholly to the laſt fix thouſand Years * Was the 
World always a Child? Always in irs Non-Age? Has 
| - only arriv d at the Years of Diſcretion ſince ſome few 
es? | 
| ks the Defire to perpetuate their Memories runs in 
the Blood of all Men. We hate to bury our Names in the 
Grave with our Bodies, ro fleep in Duſt and Aſhes, as 
unknown to array as we are to our Predeceffors : 
Nay ſome have been ſo beſotted with the Charms of Life 
at ſecond Hand, that becauſe they wanted Vertues, they 
eſented Poſterity with their Vices, and thoſe rather to 
blam'd than forgotten. I ſuppoſe our Fore- Fathers 
conveyed down to us their Inclinations, together with 
their Nature; and that none of their Paſſions chang d in 
the Voyage, or were improv'd by Transplantation; their 
Propenſions lean d the ſame Way, they were as high 151 
| e 
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led, as greedy of vain Applauſe as we: It cannot there- 
fore be queſtioned, but that Men, ſo fond of Glory en- 
geavoured to glut their I, ſome at the Peril of 
their Lives, and others of their Quiet. It cannot be 
thought they either wanted Matter or Occaſion: Ambiti- 
on never ſleeps, it ſtands upon the Catch, and either finds 
z Subject for Action, or makes one. The Power of a 
Neighbour, or rhe Weakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptati- 
ons to an ambitious Prince; That promiſes Glory, This 
Conqueſt ; and either draws on a War. Pray tell me 
therefore, who were thoſe ancient Heroes? Where did 
they reign 2 What Province did they waſt, or ſubdue ? 
Who rais'd the firſt Empire > Who built the ſecond on the 
Ruins of the firſt > Was nor a whole Eternity able to pro- 
duce one Homer? One Curtius? One Livy 2 Did it never 
come into any King's Head to bribe a Pen, or to buy a 
Panegyrick ? Were all rhe Wits of the World fo Stub. 
born, as neither ro be mov d by Intereſt, nor Applauſe, 
to write a News-Letter, or Gazette? Indeed I do nor 
wonder we have no exact Diary of paſt Tranſactions ; 
for to diſgeſt an eternal Story into Days, is a laborious 
Task: and requires a Purſe ro buy Materials, as well as 
a vaſt Stock of Patience ro Employ them. Bur ſtill me- 
thinks we migbt reaſonably expect ſome Fragments, or 
at leaſt the Name of one Prince. But alas! All thoſe 
Werthies lie Interr'd under the Ruins of Time, their brave 
Exploits fleep with their Perſons, and their very Empires 
are drown'd in filence and oblivion. - By the Help of pro- 
phane Records, we cannot rrace Time above the Theban 
War, as Lucretius confeſſes ; and therefore Macrobins con- 
cludes the World could not be Eternal. Quis dubitet quin 
nundus recens & novus fit, cum Hiſtoria Græca bis mille 
annorum hiftoriam vix contineat ® Woo doubts but the 
World is of a ſhert ſtanding, ſeeing the Grecian Story gives 
an Account only of two Thouſand Years ? Perchance you 
will ſay, Writing is but of late Invention; and that all 
the memorable Actions of Antiquity periſh'd for want of 
this happy Means of conveying them to Poſterity: 
Where are at leaſt the Painters? And Carvers ? A Pi- 
cure, Statue, or Medal would have given ſome Satisfa- 
ction; or had they rais'd one Pyramid, we might ar leaſt 
haye an Aſſurance all Mankind was nor Drank with O- 
um; and ſtupify'd with an eternal Lethargy: But af- 

ter 
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ter all, tis ſtrange, that ſo buſy, ſo ſharp a Creature 4; 
Man, during an infinite Succeſſion of Ages, ſhould ng 
ſtumble upon the Way of Writing, a Thing fo neceſfary 
to the Support of Society; and withall ſo obvious: Thar 
Man was certainly fortunate indeed, who hit upon an 
Art in ſome Years, that bad 2 the Search of all Man- 
kind for rhe Space of a whole Eternity. 

Theom. The Anſwer to your Proof is very eaſie, tempy 
edax rerum lung the Poet: Time like Saturn devours its 
Children: Ir conſumes its own Productions, and prey; 
upon its Off- ſpring. Now if Time be ſuch a Cormo- 
rant; Eternity muſt be a Greater. Time like Diſtance 
diminiſhes Things; but Eternity ſwallows em up, and 
removes 'em beyond the Sphere of Memory. How ma. 
ny brave Actions within theſe thouſand Years have ſlipt 
by the Pens of the moſt inquiſitive Hiſtorians ? They are 
wore out of Memory, together with the Heroes, that a-“ 
chievd em, and lie Entomb d in oblivion and forgetful. * 
neſs: Nay Cities, not only decay, but vaniſh. What re- 
mains of that famous Babylon, but the Name? We know 
not what it was; and are ignorant even where it ſtood, poll 
And Florus confeſſes, that in his time, not only Samnium 
was loſt, bur alſo its very Ruins. It ſome few Ages eat be tf 


out the Memory of noble Exploits; and convey out of a 
ſight Cities, together with the Earth they ſtood on; why OO 
do you call for an exact Regiſter of Arts? An eternal Ge- 2 
nealogy of Princes? Or an Account of their Actions? ng 
They are loſt in an infinite Succeſſion of Ages: They are MW: 0 
drown'd in the Ocean of Eternity. | 0 ha 
Euſeb. By what Misfortune ? Hr 
Theom, By Deluges and Conflagrations. | fn b 


Euſeb. Pray, Sir, let me ask yov, ro what Office of In- 0 
telligence you addreſs your ſelf for thoſe Deluges, Con- polub 
flagrations, and Wars? Upon what Memorials do you BY de 
ground the Story of your Pre-adamitical Tranſactions ? . us 
To ſay there were ſuch Things is not to prove it. And We ft 
what you Aſſert without good Caution, may be deny d dur 1 
with Reaſon. i Parto 

Theom, Under favour, methinks my Anſwer is very WW... ald 
much to the Purpoſe. It attacks not your Proof in the I Pane 
Rear, but in the Front; and ſtrikes at the very Heart er? N 
of it. You ſhow the World was not Eternal; becayſe fourif] 


it is inveſted with all the Characters of * = 
| | Ir 
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WH duftry (you ſay) either improves old Arts, or invents 
WH new ones. Some are younger than we: Others than our 
WH Fathers: And the moſt Ancient have. their Origin. 
Their Inventors are Recorded in Story ; and come within 
the Memory of Books, Whence you conclude, the 
World was not Eternal; becaule thoſe Arts muſt of ne- 
"WH ccfiity have been of a more ſtale Invention. For how 
can a Mail imagine that thoſe Things ſhould lie out of 
' WH Sight for a whole Eternity. which have been diſcover'd 
ina few Ages? To which I anſwer; that all this may 
be very well reconcil'd with the World's Eternity; for 
they might have been found out an Infinity of Times; 
and as often loſt by accidental Deluges, and Conflagrati- 
ons. Now, if by ſuch unforeſeen. and irremediable 
Chances, Arts and Sciences might fall into Oblivion, your 
Argument falls ro the Ground, it cannot ſubſiſt; and 
i is of no force to prove the Non · Eternity of the World. 
Euſeb. My Argument is as well timbred as ever, and 
your weak Reaſon makes me more in Love with it: 
l ſuppoſing ſuch Accidents might happen, 3. e. were 
8 poſible 3 By what new coin'd Logick, can you infer 
bey did? Many Things may be, that never will be, and 
e chat governs himſelf by Poſſibilities, may fear all 
; Things, and hope for any Thing. Nay your Poſſibi- 
ies, (as I ſhew'd before) like a Two edged Sword cut 
) WH both Ways, they ſtand for each Side of the Contradi- 
(on, and whilſt they rake both Parts, advantage nei- 
ther. For as you ſay twas poſſible for ſuch Accidents 
t happen, and therefore conclude they did: So I affirm 
twas poſſible not ro happen, therefore jnfer they did nor. 
My Argument is certainly ſtronger than yours, for we 
ind by Experience, that fewer Things happen that are 
poſſible, than do not. 2 *E Ne. 
gut to Cloſe with your Argument, I ask whether thoſe 
Deluges were Particular or Univerſal ? A particular In- 
nindation, will not do your Buſineſs. For ſuppoſing the 
dea ſhould break irs Incloſure, and play ſuch Pranks in 
dur Iſland, as it did in Attica; would rhe ſurviving 
bart of the World replunge into Barbarity and Ignorance ? 
would the Arts of Writing and Printing diſappear in 
France, Spain and Italy, becauſe, England lay under Wa- 
ter? No, no, Sir | The World would jog on. Arts would 
flouriſh, juſt as they do. 1 the greater * 
: 0 
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of making Padding and Brawn, which (ar Mr. John Rat 
tale Norice in his Obſervations, are Diſhes proper to Erg. 
and) mighr ſuffer by the Misforrune, yer induſtry might 
retrieve them, for without Doubt rhe Receipts were (lip 
ino Flanders with our Armies; and as the Dutch taught 
us to befiege Towns, ſo certainly we inſtructed them in 

_ the deep Myſteries of Pudding and Brawn, , 

Ie follows therefore that rhoſe Deſuges were Univer. 
ſat (but not Supernatural I hope) for then you grant the 

ery Thing we contend for, viz. a God. Nor could 
they be Natural; becauſe according to the preſent Sin. 
ation of Things, an Univerſal Deluge caus d by the Force 
of Nature is utterly impoſſible ; and I could eafily de. 
monſtrate ir, did the Streſs of our preſent Debate depend 
upon Hydroftatichs : But if TI foch a Deluge nam- 
rally Poſſible; yet as to the Probability you are never 
the Nigher; for how can any Man in his Senſes perſwade 

Himſelf, chat a Thing is probable, or likely to happen, 
that has never fall'n out in an infinite Duration? He that 

can believe that to be probable, that has never come to 
= in an eternal Revolution of Ages, muſt not be an 
Enemy to Credulity. & 

. + "Theo, I never faid yet, that an Univerfal Inundation was 
Probable ; you have foifted in thar Word for your own 
8 F 
Euſeb. Have you not told me, thoſe Deluges have come 
fo very near the Matter. that few eſcap'd ? That they 
have brought Mankind a Thouſand times within an Ace 
of its Ruin * The Waters then did cover all the Surface 

of the Earth; except a ſmall Spot of Ground able to 
give footing to half a Hundred. Why could they not 
Swell fix Foot higher > Who commanded this furious 
Element to halt in that critical Point? If it could rile 
ſo high, by the Help of natural Cauſes; Why not ſome 
Foot higher? And if it could; Why did it not in an 
Eternity? Methinks there ſhould be Spring-Deluges, 2 
well as Spring-Tides : And in ſuch a Tract of Time it 
might once at leaſt mount to the higheſt Pitch, In fine, 

Sir, I deſite you, and the whole Sect of Atheiſtical Phi. 
loſophers, to produce one Reaſon that carries he leaſt 
Shadow of Probability ro prove the Waters naturally 
could ſwell ro the Tops of the higheft Mountains, and 
not cover; them if they could, within the Coipeſ of an 
5 ternity, 
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frerniry, they had done it: for it ſeems incredible, that 
Nature ſhould not do in an infinite Space, whatever lay 
within the Reach of its Power, 2 

But again it ſeems ſtrange, that all the ingenious Part 
of Mankind ſhould be invalid in this common Shipwrack; 
and a ſmall Parcel of illiterare, ignorant, unprofitable 
Blockheads ſurvive the Fall of Nature: For if a Hun- 
dred only eſcap'd, tis very likely ſome Mechanicks; 
ſome Carpenters, ſome Plowmen, one at leaſt that could 
Write and Read; and probably one Taylor, might be in 
this forrunare Company. If ſo, they might propagate 
their Arts with their Blood, and re- people the World in 
a ſhort Time with Trades, as well as with Inhabitants. 
Now Things have happen d quite contrary ; the World 
tho ſtock d with People, was many Years deſtitute of 
Arts. They knew neither the Way of Ploughing, nor 
Sowing : They could neither plant Vines, nor preſs Wine, 
nor turn Milk into Curds, nor thoſe into Cheeſe. Men 
livd on the meer Bounty of Nature; Water ſatisfy d 
their Thirſt, and Fruit their Hunger: And for want of 
the Poſt- Office every one did his own Meſſage. Nay they 
had not the Wit to cover their Nakedneſs x ſo that God 
himſelf according to Tradition, cut out the firſt Cloaths, 
and from this Moment we may Date the company of 
Merchant- Taylors. | | ; * 

come to your Conflagrations which can only concern 
Books: For they cannot conſume Arts, unleſs firſt they 
prey upon Men: And methinks the Fire muſt have nickt 
the Time, ebat is, ſet upon all the Houſes in the World 
together, when all Mankind was bury'd in a profound 
Sleep, ro do the Feat compleat. Now (1 fanſie) tho 
Flames ſhould ſtand upon the Watch for an Eternity; 
they would never meet with ſo fair an occaſion to diſpatch 
our Species: But at laſt they have ravag'd Libraries, 
(you ſay) and glutted their Rage with Memorials and 
Records; they not only turn d Authors themſelves into 
Aſhes ; but all the Hiſtorical Dictionaries, together with 
the Fournaus des Scavens: So that their very Names 
were conſum'd with the Paper that preſerv'd em; and 
mingled with the Duſt we tread on. Your Syſtem is 
too ridiculous ro be examin d; roo fooliſh to be confu- 
ted; Reaſon has an Antipathy againſt ſuch Abſurdiries ; 
they are unable even to _ on a Madman, There is 
2 no 
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no queſtion but Fire may maſter Libraries, as well a; 
private Houſes; and treat them with as little Re. 
gard as White-Hall ; but this will not do your Job; to 
ſlave Phenomena's, we mult ſuppoſe either that all the 
Books in the World were wheedled into one Magazine 
before the Mine ſprung ; or that Fire-Balls were caſt in. 
ro all the Libraries at a Signal; theſe two Ways might 
do a great deal of. Execution, and diſpatch ſome Tun of 
Divinity and Hiſtory in a ſhort time; and I conceive 
they are Poſſible, but to ſuſpect em Probable, is to im- 
poſe on our Reaſon; the very Thought of ſuch a Thing 
is a Scandal to human Nature; but to believe ir, Frenzy 
and Madneſs. | 


- DIALOGUE XX. 
The fifth Proof. Tis ſewn quaſi a priore the Wal 


was not Eternal a ſe. 


$1 
Euſeb. 1 Confeſs it's more eaſie to deny, than to prove; 
— the Aſſailant always attacks at a Diſadvantage; 
that is not above the Performance of Ignorance, or Fol- 
Iy: But this requires both Wit and Study.. However, 
J wave your Advantage, and will draw a Reaſon or 
two from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the World, 
which I think comes near Conviction, and makes it 
highly credible, it could nor poſſibly be ab eterno a ſc. 
If it were Eternal; it is a Neceſſary and Independent 
Being; if Neceſſary and Independent, it muſt be Eternal 
a parte poſt. For as it depends of Nothing but it (elf 
for its Being, it can depend of Nothing diſtant from its 
{elf for its Conſervation; and as its own Nature was ſuf- 
ficient to give it Exiſtence, ſo it is ſufficient to continue 
ir ; therefore if irs Exiſtence was neceſſary, its Continu- 
ation is neceſſary, and if this be neceſſary, ir muſt be 
Eternal ; hence it follows that if rhe Whole was Eternal, 
its Parts muſt be Erernal ; for the World is not diſtinct 
from all irs Parts : Therefore, if the World was Erernal, 
all irs Parts were Eternal alſo a parte ante, and will be 
ſo 4 parte poſt : But no Parr of the World is Eternal; 
therefore the Whole is not Eternal. Let us ſingle our 
{IR one 
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one Species: Tis evident Men are Born, and Die; 


there fore tis evident thar Men were not 4 parte ante 
Eternal. | 5 
Theom, | wonder you will impoſe upon the Compa- 
ny: This is not to reaſon, bur to trifle; and the Proof 
has more Raillery than Reaſon. I know I was Nothing 
fixry Years ago, and that within ſome time ſhall re- 
turn to my everlaſting Home. I am not of my ſelf, 
bur the Work of Nature, and muſt march off when She 
commands me, nor was there ever any Eternal Indi- 


vidual. 


Euſeb. A little clearer if you pleaſe : When you ſay 


Man was Eternal, what do you mean? 


Theom. I mean the Species. 

Euſeb. 1 underſtand. Are you then turn'd Platonick, 
and ſeparate the Species from the Individuals ? 

Theom. No, 

Euſeb. Why then; methinks it follows, if no Indiyi- 
dual was aſe, the Species was not 4 ſe, becauſe the Spe- 
cies is indiſtinct from al! the Individuals, 

Theom. You call in again at Infinitum, and forget ir 
has no all, All is a Chymera, a kind of Philoſophical 
Bull, nor apply'd ro a dererminate Number. | 

Eyſeb. Indeed Infinitum has an excellent Situation, 


like Cities in Boggs, there is no coming at it; but at 


preſent ir lies out of my way, and I ſhall draw off with- 


out meddling with ir, But I muſt tell you I take a 


Riddle for a Solution. At leaſt human Species is Eter- 
nal 4 ſe, IA 

Theom. I have granted it. 

Euſeb. Why then it can never be extinct : For what 
depends of ir ſelf muſt be Eternal, and whatever is Eter- 
nal a ſe a parte ante, muſt be ſo 4 parte poſt ; unleſs per- 
chance the Fancy ſhould take a Thing to deſtroy its ſelf, 
which is unlikely, and impoſſible ro our Hypotheſis. 
For wharſoever exiſts a ſe, exiſts neceſſarily; but what 
exiſts neceſſarily a ſe, muſt always exiſt, otherwiſe it 
will be neceſſary, and not neceſſary, which implies a flar 
Contradiction. | | 8 
* 2 Well; ſuppoſing this true; what do you in- 

Mn | 

Euſeb. That our Species is a Stranger to Eternity, as 


well as its Individuals, ag more 4 ſe than you = 
| | 3 | | hy 
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I: For all thoſe Men who are now in Being, muſt once 


knock off, and ſubmir ro the common Fate of Mor. 


tality. 5 


Theom. They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but pak 
bate; methinks I would purchaſe one Dole of Aſcu. 

lapius's Immortal Poſſet Drink, at any rate. 

Euſeb. If they dy d without Iſſue, our Species would 

be at an end. | 

Theom. Moſt true; if they made a Vow of Continence, 

and kept it, our Race would be ſhort-liv d: But I have 

no great Apprehenſion, that all Mankind will engage in 

an Aſſociation to ſtabd by Chaſtity with their Lives and 

Fortunes, or to die Batchelours. 

Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed: So long as there is 
an Atheiſt in the World, the Work of Propagation wil 
go on: At leaſt ſuch a Reſolution is nor impoſſible, for you 
and I can make it, and there is he Bins Reaſon for 
every Man in the World: Tis therefore poſſible for the 
Whole Species ro.periſh, 25 

Theom, What then? ; 

Euſeb, Why tben it follows by an evident THation, 
that our Species is not 4 /e; For whatever is 4 /e, muſt 
of neceſſity be 1 4 parte paſt, as it is Mera) a par- 
e ante. The lame Argument takes in any Species now 


iziſtent 5 whence 1 conclude that if no Species be Erer- | 


nal, no Part of the World is Ererna), nor by conſequence 

the-Hhole, + 

_. Theom. Nor fo faſt if you pleaſe: You prove too much: 

And by conſequence Nothing. | | | 
Euſeb. How ſo. | + $6266 
Theam; Could not God ( if there be ſych a Thing) 

bave Created che World ab. terns. 


Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not te 


engage in a Matter foreign to our Diſpute, I grant be 


Tbeom. Le us then ſuppoſe be did Create it ab æterno; 
in this Caſe. our Species would be Eternal 4 parte ante. 

Eyſeb. It, would, 

Theom. Therefore by your Way of Demonſtrating, it 
would be Eternal 4 Rae geſt; becauſe according to your 
new Logick, whatever is Eternal one way, muſt be 
Eternal the other: But I conceive the whole Species might 
be flifled by your general Afociation, even in this Fe- 


rhe 
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ce theſis, as well as in the other, therefore it evidently fol- 
r. WW lows, that the Species of Mankind would be Eternal, and 
nor Eter nal, 

& Euſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument. 
do not ſay, whatever is Eternal a parte ante, mult be 
ſo 4 purte poſt : Bur whatever is Eternal « parte ante a ſe, 
Id muſt be Eternal 4 parte poſt. I gave you the Reaſon 
jut now, viz. becauſe whatever Exiſts 4 ſe is indepen. 
dent, and intrinſecally Neceſſary, and therefore it's inca- 
pable of Deſtruction ; bur whatever is Created, depends 
of its Cauſe, ro whoſe Power alone it owes its Being; 
and by conſequence is nothing zutrinſecally Neceſſary : 
Irs therefore no more ſtrange that Things, that are by 
courteiie, and Exiſt by benevolence Periſn, than that 
Men walk off, and crumble into Duſt and Aſnes. | 

Thecm, But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſtotle, that God is a 
neceſſary Agent, two Things naturally follow: Firſt, 
That our Species was 4b æterno; and Secondly; That 
it is neceſſary, Therefore it was neceſſary ab aterno : 
For in this Caſe it could not but be ab eterno; yet this 
being granted, rhe Difficulty returns upon you, for if you 
ſay, our Species (in this Suppofirion) muſt be Eternal 
a parte poſt, what can hinder me from making the ſame 
Reply: If you ſay, it may Periſh, therefore tis true that 
our Speczes may end, tho it be Eternal a ſe independent 
and neceſſary. 

Euſeb. You have caſt the Cauſe upon a palpable Un- 
ruth, and beg the protection of an Abſurdity: Howſoever 
to combate your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, we'll examin 
is moſt plauſible Prerences, and ſee if we can diſcover 
the Weakneſs of them. I ſay then, this Retreat will 
not ſecure you: For till your Species remains 3ntrinſecelly 
\ WH Contingent, and has no other - Neceſſity, but that of its 
> WH Caule ; according ro its own Nature it may exiſt or 
nat exiſt : It has no Perfection inherent, that challenges 
before non Exiſtence : So that if it be granted, that it 
did exiſt neceſſarily ab æterno, this Neceſſity is meerly 
extrinſecal ; it's Nothing but an Imperfection of the 
Cauſe, no Perfection of the Effect: Now in this Suppo- 
ition our Species might periſh, becauſe it has no in- 
rinſick Vertue thar oppoſes its Deſtruction, but if it 
exiſts 4 ſe, then Exiſtence is indentiſied with its Nature, 
and it can no more ceaſe to be, chan it cauld not de: 


934 So 
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So chat no Hypotheſis can elude an Argument; where. 
fore I conclude it's evident our Species may be extin. 
iſn d, therefore it's evident it cannot be Eternal a f. 
But pray remember what I told you juſt now, your Ar. 
gument owes its Force to a palpable Abſurdity, and yoy 
know ſuch Weapons do i mall Execution: You ſuppobe 
God a neceſſary Agent, now the very Suppoſition deſtroys 
him; for Liberty is a Perfection: Seeing therefore God 
is Infinite in Perfection, you cannot ſuppoſe him void af 
Freedom, without ſuppoſing him not infinitely Perfed, 
and by conſequence not God: So that your Diſcourſe 
runs thus; F God were God, and not God; if he Createl 
neceſſarily a Species ab æterno, and did not Create it; thi 
Species would not be ſulject to Deſtruftion, and would le 
Subje to Deſtruction: This is cornutum argumentum, but 
becauſe it goars with both Horns it wounds with nei. 
r a 
Again: If God lay under a Neceſſity of Creating 4 
æterno, why of this World rather than of another ? If 
nothing elſe lies within the Reach of his Power, a finite 
Perfection has drain'd his creative Faculty: His Omni. 
potence is at a Stop; and by conſequence his Infiniy, 
and Being at an End: If he can Create ſomething elle, 
what 'derermin'd him to leave all other Creatures in the 
State of Nothing, and to inveſt this World with Dig. 
nity of Exiſtence ? If the Determination came from the 
Nature of the World, then it requir'd Exiſtence ab «tern, 
and ſo muſt have been ab æterno, without any Obligation 
ro God for its Being: If from God, then he is free, 
and the Exiſtence of the World is the Effect of his Li- 
berality, not of Neceſſity; w hence it follows, that cvery 
Moment it hes at his Mercy, he may thruſt every Indi. 
vidual into Nothing, with the ſame freedom and eaſine(s 
he drew them our of it. m9 MRS 
Some Philoſophers (I know) make God a neceflary 
Agent, not to ſuppoſe him Tale; they fanſie Lazinels be. 
comes his Majeſty leſs than Neceſſity, and becauſe they 
cannot aſſign him any other Employment but Creation, 
they infer he created this World ab Æternßo. 
- Theſe People come within an Ace of the Extravaganc 
of the Poets, who to cut out ſome Work for their God 
Mercury made him a Poſt- Boy: But let us take at preſent 
theſe Dreams for Truths, theſe Fictions for K Ir 
8 r if, 1-0 ollowi 
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follows at leaſt he may deſtroy this World, upon Con- 
dition he'll take rhe Pains to build another; nay, he may 
raiſe with one Hand and pull down with che other, for 
all Eternity; for in this Caſe it is evident he cannot 
want Employ ment, and his Buſineſs will equal his Acti- 
vity : So that to conclude in Spite of the Protection of 
Ablurdiry it ſelf, you muſt confeſs that every Species 
that exiſts, is ſubject ro Deſtruction, and therefore not 


a ſe. 
Theom, Tho no Species be Eternal, Matter may be 
Eternal. 
Eꝛuſeb. What if it be? | 

Theom, If it be, theſe different Species which grace the 
World, might ſpring out of the firſt Fruitfulneſs of the 
Earth which certainly was more prolifick ſome Ages ago 
than ar preſent. 

Euſeb. Ho, Sir! We are out of our way, and juſt fal- 
len on the Confines of Democratiſm, The laſt Moment 
the World was Ens à ſe, and now by the Vertue of ſome 
rare Adventure, its transform d into an Ens per Accident. 
Seeing ycu are in a Fit of Fiction, make uſe of Fancy 
before it cool, and ſay Men are hatcht in Ovens like 
Chickens in Egypt, or that Beaſts ſpring from Muck, 
and Men from Parſly-Beds. I am almoſt aſham'd to 
confure Abſurdiries, ſo groſs at firſt Sight ſo palpable, 
that no Diſcourſe can make them more apparent: What 
would the World ſay if you advance this Opinion in 
Print? They ought to look upon you as Mad or Fooliſh, 
if they would do you Right: But I admit the wond'rous 
Fecundity of the Earth, and ask you how it comes to 
pals the Species of Animals are not Eternal! For either 
the Earth poſſeſs d this Prolifick Quality ab terno, or it 
did not; if it did not, by what happy Chance did it 


come by ir ? If from ir ſelf, it muſt be Eternal, if from 


another, you admit a diſtinct Agent, and ſo our Contro- 
verſy is at an End: If it did poſſeſs this prolifick Ver- 
tue ab Eterno, then it produc d all things ab Eterno (for 
I luppoſe Matter is a neceſſary Agent: ) But if this Ver- 
tue be Eternal, methinks, it ſhould ſtill remain, and 
then we might have the Satisfaction ſometimes to breed 
Horſes out of Quagmires, or reap good Crops of Men. 
If this producing Quality falls with Age, why is ir not 
quite extinct? Why does the Earth bring forth any 
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thing? An inexhauſtible Vertue will run upon the Lees non 
in the Space of an Eternity, and end in Sterility. Thy; Vin: 
you lee your ſelf at a Loſs, cho Matter be Eternal; the Nexpi 
more you evade a firſt Agent diſtinct from the World, ent 
the more you encounter him, and you have nothing WE Tim 
left but the Liberty of Being a Deiſt or a Fool. you 
Bur to give full Satisfaction, I offer you a Reaſon o Mis a 
two, which ſeem to conclude, the very Matter cannot be 
be Eternal a ſe. Firſt tis evident, of all Beings Matter coul 
comes the, neareſt ra Nothing, it bas ſcarce any other ig! 
Perfection, than that of bare Exiſtence, tis pura Potentia, N but 
a meer Capacity: Now upon what Right does this ab- ite: 
ject Thing challenge the glorious Attribute of Aſeity and N veſſe 
Eternity? Before we put it in Poſſeſſion of ſuch tranſcen. Mega 
dant Titles, both Reaſon and Juſtice command us to Tl 
examine. irs Pretenſions: On account of Perfection, it I be 
can put in no Claim, for the moſt vile Inſects that creep ſtanc 
in Mire, and ſpring from Corruption, lock up a greater dor 
Treaſure of Perfections in an Eye alone, than are dif. dan 
fus'd thro' the Whole Maſs of Matter: If therefore, nei- u p. 
ther theſe, nor even Man himſelf dares aſpire rd Indeper» Eeer 
dence and Eternity, why ſhould Matter? To adjudge it E. 
theſe incommunicable Predicares on Account of Imper- corn 
fection, is very extraordinary: Indeed ſuch a Sentence | 
may argue 10 al Tal or good · Nature in a Judge, but ¶ t do 


not one Grain of Juſtice: Is Beggary a Title ro Great- hae 
nels? Or Peafaniry to Nobility ? Becauſe I am born a ann 
Scavenger, muſt I challenge a Place at the Council Ta- ¶ boy 
ble ? Or ſue for a Dukedom, becauſe my Fataily wants I our 
a Coat of Arms; Is it not as ridiculous to dignifie Mat- MWPrcju 
ter with Aſeity becauſe it horders upon Nothing, as to Se, 
0 Ly Independent, becauſe it cannot exiſt without ſome I ud 
orm 


Po Caps 
Team. Irs right to Independence is neither founded Mod: 
on Imperfection, nor Perfection, but on its Nature. polle 
» Euſeb. What do you mean? Is not Aſeity a Perfe- Wine 
Ctiqn ? theſis 
Theom, Yes. there 


Eufeb, Therefore the Exigence of Aſeity founded is FW" is 
Matter muſt be a Perfection; for certainly ra claim a 
Perfection as a Debt, not a Gift, is one; but how do bie 
you know this Exigence is founded on the Nature of I bat 
Matter ? A Gentleman's Word will not paſs currant a- vou! 


mongſt 
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nongſt Philoſophers, as ir does amongſt Taylors and 
Vintners: They require Caution, thoſe Ipſe dixit-Days 
expird with old Pythagoras, and according to the pre- 
ent Conſtitution ot Mankind, will not revive in our 
Time: Tell me then, by what Myſteriqus Light have 
you diſcovered, that Aleiry is entail'd on Matter? Thar 
its a Branch of Birth-Righr? I conceive an Aſſertion may 
he prov d two ways, either by Authority or Reaſon; 
could you-ſub-pena a Brace of Eternal Witneſles they 
might go far to the clearing the Point in Controverſy, 
but there are few of that Stamp in the Nation; they 
are as rare as a reaſonable Atheiſt : Seeing therefore Wit- 
neſſes cannot relieve you, you muſt retreat to Reaſon ; 
regale us I beſeech you with a Demonſtration. 

Theom, We find by Experience, that Matter is not lia- 
ble ro Corruption; tho Compounds riſe, and fall, it 
ſtands immoveable; it neither loſes any thing by Time, 
nor gains: There was no more a thouſand Years ago 
than ro Day, nor will there be leſs in future Ages, than 
ar preſent,” it therefore will be Eternal, and if it will be 
Eternal, jt has been ab eterno. 

Euſeb. You prove well, that as Matter cannot be 
corrupted, ſo it cannot be generated, and by conſequence 
will be Eternal; ſo far you are in the Right: Bur then 
it does not follow it was 4 /e ab æterno, becauſe it might 
have been Created; for the Impoſſibility of Creation 
cannot be inferr'd from any true Principle: Nay, I have 
proy d already that Matter could not be 4 ſe, fo that 
jour Argument falls to the Ground, and without any 
Prejudice ro the force of my Proof. : 

Secondly, If Matter be ens 4 ſe, an eternal, neceſſary, 
and independent Being, it is actus purus, i. e, it had no 
Capacity to receive any more Perfections, than thoſe it 
poſſels'd ab æterno; for there is no Reaſon why it ſhould 
polſels one more than another: Therefore ab eterno it 
either poſſeſs d no Perfection, which deſtroys the Hypo- 
theſis, or al; If ir had 40, it cannot receive any more; 
therefore if it be Eternal 4 ſe, neceſſary and independent, 
i is adus purus, incapable of any further Perfection. 

Again, if it be neceſſay and independent, it cannot 
ble any Perfection it had 4h æterno; if ir could. 
bat might be, and might not be, and by conſequence 


wald nat be intrinſecally Neceſſary; beſides as — 
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pends of irs {elf alone for irs Being, ſo nothivg diſtin 
can poſſibly deſtroy it. 


ms 


Hence it follows, that whatever is Eternal a ſe, nen your 
ſary and independent, muſt be unalterable ; for all Cha 7h 
is a Motion, either from a greater Perfection to a Lei; of v3 
or from a Leſs to a Greater, or ar leaſt ro an Equal W ual 
Seeing therefore an eternal, neceſſary, and independent he ole 


ing is actus purus, uncapable either of acquiring, or lg on 


ſing any Perfection, it muſt be unalterable. ſuch 
Hence it follows, that Matter cannot be eternal, der, 
cefſary, and independent: Firſt, becauſe it is an inconM They 
plear Being, and has a natural Tendency to Forms; uli! 
(as I may ſay) out of its Element, in a State of Vio. co 
lence and Longing, untill it compaſſes a perfect Body, is on 
and cannot naturally Exiſt without the actual Exercie thoſe 
of that Office: To be therefore a Part is one of Matter or inc 
Perfections, becauſe nothing can naturally deſire, wh date 
is not a natural Perfection: Now I have prov'd already form 
that no perfect Species could be Eternal, therefore Mat. - a 
ion 


ter did acquire ſome new Perfection when thoſe She. 
cies began, which it had not before; hence it follows, call: 
that Matter is neither b . nor unalteruble, becauſe . ſorge 
in time it acquir d a Perfection which it had not ab te. ber 0! 
no, and by conſequence is not a ſe, neceſſary, and ind EA 
pendent; therefore it was Created by an All- powerful your 
Agent, Which we call God. | | and'c 
Theom, We are bemird in Ariſtotles materia prins, I 
and ſlipt into the Syſtem of ſubſtantial Forms: vou ben t 
would ſcare me with old Peripateticiſm, and put off obſo- WW 1, 
lete Dreams for Demonſtration: That counterfeit Coin ¶ dead 
is call'd in, and only goes currant at Salamanca in Spain, Wi tal 
where Antiquity has the ſame Charms as Novelry hs Hof bo 
with us: They ſtick to old Opinions, as they do to old i © me 
Faſhions, and will no more part with Ariſtotle, than ¶ Aett 
the Chineſe with their Beards : But we have degraded the >, 
Stagirite. To ſwear in verba magiſtri, is an Incroach- ſuch: 
ment upon qur Liberty; in fine, Sir, materia prima is 
an empty Name, and ſubſtantial Forms a groundlels ledge 
Invention; and your Demonſtration is void of all Force, 
becauſe it relies on Fiction and Viſion. 
Euſeb, 1 neither declare fbr. Ariſtotle, nor Gaſſendus, I de g 
nor have a greater Inclination for Des Cartes, than the 
Chymiiſts: My Proof runs thro any Hyporhefis, ny is Wl eller 
8 ; calcu- 
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calculated up for all Syſtems. Tell me your Opinion, 
tat | may model my Argument, and point ir againſt 
of, your Evalion. 
Theom. What we call Matter, is nothing but a Complex 
WW of various ſimple Bodies ab æterno; they by an innate 
.| MW Quality ſcower about, and by a mutual Concourſe frame 
bY tbole Compounds, that ſtock the Univerſe : The Varie- 
b only conſiſts in the Diverſity of Combinations: When 
ſuch a Number of hot, dry, and moiſt Atoms cling toge - 
ther, up ſtarts a Horſe ; the ſame may be ſaid of Mixts : 
They differ meerly accidentally, and have no other Form 
(if I may ſay ſo) than the Taleity of the Mixture; hence 
t comes, that Matter is not ſubject to Changes, and 
s only capable of a new extrinſick Perfection: Beſides 
thoſe Atoms being perfect in themſelves, have no bent, 
or inclination to Compound: They are as content in a 
date of Separation, as of Compoſition; and as willingly 
form a Norm as a Monarch: Tho' therefore Species were 
not ab æterno 4 ſe, Matter enjoyn'd all its natural Perfe- 
Qions ab æterno, and is withal unchangeable, unleſs you 
call a new Situation, Alteration, &c. So that you muſt 
forge a new Demonſtration, if you intend to argue Mat- 
ee our of Aſeity. | 
1M - Eu/eb. I iuppoſe you do not expect a Confutation of 
ful your Syſtem, it lies at preſent quite out of my Way, 
and can be no Part of my Task: I diſcharge my Duty, 
TA if I ſhow,. that the atomiſtical Hypotheſis does not wea- 
ou WM ken the Force of my Reaſon: Notwithſtanding I muſt tell 
0. you, a wiſe Man will not cafily believe, that dull and 
in dead Atoms are able to frame a living Creature: For 
„certainly Life is ſomerhing more than the bare Motion 
of bot, moi ſt and dry Atoms, and an Atheiſt muſt have 
d mean an Opinion of himſelf as of God, before he can 
an dert, that the only Diſtinction between him and an In- 
be ſect, lies in the Difference of the Mixtute: Methinks, 
h- ſuch an Opinion might diſpole him to Modeſty* Nay, of 
all Men he ſhould be the leaſt Preſuming; who acknow- 
es ledges ſuch a baſe Extraction, and puts no other Diffe- 
e, ¶ ence between him and a Brute, than between fine Hol- 
land and Scorch Cloth : Yer upon Experiment, theſe are 
1s, tte great Pretenders of Mankind, who while they con- 
be {els themſelves ſo near ally'd ro Beaſts, adore their Ex- 
is eellencies, and fall down before Calves, as the Fews did 
u- | in 


* 
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in the Wilderneſs : Indeed he that wants leiſure or Cin 
city to Examine his Nature, or perſwades himſelf his 
better Part is Immortal, may grow vain upon a kind 
Preſumption, or the real Convictiomef ſuch a Towering 
perfection: But for a Man to be proud who pretends u 
demonſtrate his own Baſenels, is little leſs than Frenzy: 
Now pray attend, Atoms (you ſay ) have an intimate 
Principle of Motion; Nature as we find by Experience, 
always works lome End, therefore that Motion of the 
Atoms has ſome End; we cannot diſcover the Ends 
better than by the Effects, the Effects are Compound, 
therefote the End of that Motion inherent in the Mar. 
ter is compound; hence it follows, that actually to con- 
ſtitute a compos d Body, is a Perfection of the Matter, 
. becauſe it is a Poſſeſſion of the End, ro which Nature 
inclines it; bur it did not poſſeſs this End ab Atem, 
therefore ab terne it wanted ſome Perfection, of which 
it was capable; Therefore tis alterable, and by Conſe 
quence not Eternal a fe, beſides, if it had not all the Perfe. 
ctions ab Æterno it poſſeſſes them in Time, it had no ber. 
fections ab ÆEterno; becauſe there is no Reaſon why it 
ſhould have one, and not all others of which it is capa- 
ble : Wherefore I conclude it was not ab terno a |: 
neither will it avail yon to reply, "Theſe Perfections ate 
accidental; firft becauſe Ent a ſe can have no accidental 
Perfection, for whatever it has is neceſſary and. identifid 
with its Nature; and ſecondly, becauſe it is Aus puri, 
as I ſaid before. 
Tbeom. This is ridiculous ro Exceſs ! What if a Ball of 
Wax was 4 fe, could I not mould ir into 4 Cube, not 
melt it down ? You'return a Paradox for an Anſwer. 
Euſeb. You muſt not wonder if one Abſutdity begers 
another, a ridiculous Conſequence lows from a ridicu- 
lous Amecedent; and one Paradox is the beſt Proof of 
another. To expect Realon from Nonſenſe, is to gape 
after Impoſſibilities. If you ſappoſe a Sphere of war 
Eternal a ſe, either that Figure was neceffary, or it was 
not; if it was not, who caſt ir in that Form? Why ws 
it a Sphere, rather than a Cube? If it owes the Deter- 
mination to ſome exterior Principle, then the Wax was 
not 4 ſe, becauſe the Figare was not: If that Figure was 
neceſſary, the Nature of the Wax requir d it; if the Na- 
ture of the Wax requir'd it, it can be deſtroyed no _ 
than 


* 
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than the Nature: Bur if you ſuppoſe that Sphere 4 ſe, 
the Nature of the Wax cannot poſſibly be deſtroyed, 
therefore neither can the Figure; indeed that Wax would 
be very ſtubborn, but Impoſſibilities are an inflexible 
Generation, and can no more be brought over to Rea- 
ſon, than Arheifts. The World therefore is not Eternal 
4 ſe, nor any Part of it; whence it remains, that a moſt 
powerful Author drew it out of Nothing, ro whom we 
owe our Being, and Conſervation, and by Conſequence 
Homage. 

Theom. Is this all you have to ſay ro the Point ? 

Euſeb. I could enlarge on the Matter; bur for the 
preſent, I leave the Arguments ro your Conſideration. 
We lie under a Dilemma; if they hold good, they will 
ſtand upon Record againſt ; you if nor, againſt me: 
Which I ſuppoſe will be no unacceptable Revenge. You 
will have the Satisfaction of Laughing at the Vanity of 
the Attempt ,and of applauding your Abilities in to the 
Bargain. 


— 5 
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DIALOGUE XXI. 


the 6th * Tho* there were a God, be cannot 
convince thoſe Atheiſts of bis Being, who refuſe A, 
ſent to the forgoing Proofs. 


Euſeb, I Have worſted you in the Judgment of Autho- 

rity, and have diſpatch d Part of your Excep- 
tions: We are come to the laſt Tribunal of Reaſon, and if 
| have the good Fortune to foil you here, our Suit is at 
an End ; and certainly I have all the Grounds in the 
World to hope a favourable Iſſue, for Reaſon never rever- 
les the Sentence of Univerſal Tradition, when back'd 
with a hundred Reaſons. 

In the firſt Place; you cannot admit the World to be 
Eternal a ſe, without ſtriking upon a manifeſt Abſurdiry ; 
dow Abſurdities cannot poſſibly flow from Truth; they 
are the Children of Falſhood, and the Offspring of Error. 

Theom, If you can ſhew that the Hypotheſis of the 
Vorld's Eternity leads to any thing that claſhes with Rea- 
lon, or borders upon Error, without Doubt I lie at your 

Mercy: 
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Mercy: The Conſequence takes after the Antecedent, 30d 
tis impoſſible for that ro be ridiculous, without this be 
erroneous. Rs 9 00 
Euſeb.. You have granted, Thar if there be a God, he 
can manifeſt his Being ro Men, by ſome ſenſible Effect 
his Omnipotence. | 
Theom, 1 have, and a Man muſt take Pleaſure in Folly 
and dote on Contradictions, before he can deny a Truth 
ſo Evident : For to confeſs an Omnipotent Being, and ud 
refuſe him the Power of manifeſting himſelf by lome ex. 
terior Sign, to a Creature, who is furniſh'd with Seuſes, 
and endow'd with Reaſon, is a flat Contradiction. 
Eꝛuſeb. J am glad to hear ſo ingenuous a Confeſſion: 
Pray therefore take Notice; if God. intended to diſcs. be 
ver himſelf by an exrerior Sign, he would chooſe ſome 1 
ſtately Work, worthy of his Power, and ſuitable to his 
Grandure. Pon 
Theom, He would. | 
Euſeb. Let us then ſuppoſe for ſome Moments, that you wir 
and I ſlept in our Beds of pure Poflibiliry ; that we 
are now, what we were a thouſand Years ago, very No. ,. 
things: Let us ſuppoſe beſides, that all things elſe fall in- 
to the ſame State of Itnpotence ; that an infinite Being Note 
exiſts alone, and reſolves ro communicate his Perfections Pa. 
to ſome Creatures, and to manifeſt himſelf ro Man, the 
moſt perfect Piece of his Power. Immediately one Ft 
calls a glorious Fabrick from an Eternal Nothing, uniſom i ;, 
in Variety, and various in Uniformity: A Creature dig- | 
nified with Reaſon, ſer off with Senſes, and enrich'd with 17 
a hundred Noble Qualities marches at the Head of thb C, 
new-born Multitude : He admires ar the ſtately Archite- I diple 
cure of the Infant World, the Multiplicity of Parts, the P 
ſtupendious Contrivance and Harmony of the whole: of $; 
Can he, ot his Poſterity by the Force of Reaſon come to Mert 
the Knowledge of the Deity that made it? According to BuGr 
your Principles they cannot: For tho' we ſuppoſe this f. 
new fram'd World, a thouſand Times more perfect, thai 


that we live in, they may conclude it was Eternal as now frame 

you do, and they have a better Plea, becauſe we ſup-M ig di. 
ole it more perfect. Tis true, the firs Man knows he Ne 

is not Eternal, bur of what Standing the World is, of WF 

how he comes to be, is a Myſtery: he may aſcribe hi Ori . 

good Luck to Chance, or his own Nature, as well as you: ba. 3 


But 
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But if we come to his Deſcendants, they will be at a 
Paz2'e for the Original of their Genealogy: They can 
arrive at the Knowledge of it, either by Tradition, or 
Reaſon; and if by either, or both theſe Means, they can 
be aſcertain d they had a Beginning, why are not you 
aſſur d we had one ? For which way ſhall they meer with 
a more diffuſive Tradition, or more pregnant Arguments 
than we have for the Beginning of this World? If the 
Structure of the new ſuppos d World be admirable to a- 
mazement, that of the Old is ſurprizing : If there ap- 
pear in the Conſtitution of that, as many Characters of 
Wiſdom and Power, as Parts; the very Blind may read 
25 many in the Frame of this: That may open us a Per- 
ſpective of Miracles, and this unfolds a Scene of Won- 
ders: If therefore in ſpight of Tradition and Reaſon, in 
ſpighr of the moſt viſible Characters of Wiſdom and 
Power ; in fine, maugre as many Wonders as there are 
Objects without us, or Veins, Muſcles and Arteries 
within us, Atheiſts deny this World had any other Author 
than its own Neceſſity and Independency; why may not 
the Arheiſts of the new World elude the Force of Tradi- 
ton and Reaſon by your wretched Evaſion ? they may 
certainly. entrench rhemſelves in the Hypotheſis of Eternity, 
and out-face (by your Example) downright Demonſtra- 
tion. 5 
+ Theom. Tho' indeed theſe new Gentlemen would be 
at a Nonplus, as well as we; and I believe that would 
ye incredulity with this, yet God might manifeſt him- 
ſelf many Ways: Firſt, By infuſing into all Men as clear 
a Conviction of his Being, as we have of the firſt Prin- 
cples of Reaſon : Secondly, By teaching them ſome De- 
monſtration, that he created the World, which lies out 
of Sight: And thirdly, By divine Revelation. Theſe 


'Merhods are very feaſible, and I fanſie would do the 


Buſineſs, | 
Euſeb. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are ſupernarutal : Now 
tis very ſtrange that Omnipotence ſhould want Power to 
frame a Work capable to Point out to a Rational Creature 
its divine Contriver, without the Aſſiſtance of Miracles : 
But again, tho God ſhould infule into all choſe Inhabi- 
rants of the new World, as clear a Knowledge of their 
Origin, as oß the firſt Principles, Do you think all De- 
bates would "vaniſh at the Approach of chat glaring 
| X Lighr / 
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Light? Have nor Men deny'd the Truth of theſe great 
Principles in ſpire of Conviction, altho' they had no other 
Temptation to be fooliſh , but the Pleaſure of Contra. 
dicting 2 And why ſhould you expect in your Cale a 
more 'reaſonable Procedure ? Eſpecially when rhe Omni. 
potent Motives of Lewdneſs and Epicuriſm that debauch 
our Underſtanding, would corrupt and bribe theirs : 
or they may oppoſe againſt Demonſtration theſe Argu- 
ments which ſupport. your Obſtinacy, and buoy up your 
Infidelity. 1 cannot conceive how it is poſſible for an 
Infinite Mercy, and an Infinite Juſtice to meet in the 
ſame Subject, how Juſtice can pardon, or Mercy puniſh; 
therefore there is no ſuch Thing. | 

To ſay ſomething can be made of nothing, is to crols 
upon Reaſon; to build new Principles upon the Ruin of 
the old, and by Conſequence to break down the Incloſure 
between Sophiſtry and Demonſtration, Truth and Fall. 
hood; therefore he World was not created: Nay, twas 
poſſible ro be 4b Æterno, therefore it was, What Evi. 
dence can be ſecure from the Attempts of theſe Argu- 
ments? They dare attack Euclid, and huff Apollonius: 
If reſolute Denials paſs content for Proofs, and Poſſibi- 
lities for Demonſtrations, we paſs all things on Cour- 
teſy. A Man that dares look Fool in the Face, may do 
ſtrange Execution; he may deny us into Nothing, and 
7 the ly Turn of a Poſſibility demonſtrate us out of 


b Theo, Nay a Man that is reſolv'd to puſh Folly Home, 
may puzzle a fix Form Philoſopher, yer the Defeat of 
the one, will prove more glorious than the Victory of 
the other; but then I thought Evidence carried all before 
it, and captivated more Underſtandings than the Grand 


* 


Seignior has enſlav d Chriſtians. | 

Euſeb. Evidence indeed is generally victorious, but 
oftentimes 'tis overmatch'd : A Man ſeconded by Preju- 
dice, or intereſt, ſtands immoveable : you muſt change 
his Circumſtances before he will alter his Opinion: His 
Underſtanding never changes Sides, unleſs Intereſt mar- 
ches off firſt : But when this wheels about, that follows 
through a thouſand Errors. The Sun has Beams enough 
not only to fill, but even to dazzle a well diſpos d Eye; 
but if a Film croſſes the Pupil, or a Cataract interpoſes 
detween the Chryſtal, in Spite of Light the Organ >, 

ma 
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mains in Obſcuriry, And the Patient finds the Effects of 
Night and the Horror of Darkneſs at Mid-day : Thus 
the Cauſe ſtands with the Underſtanding : I grant thoſe 
People we talk of would have Proofs ſufficient to content 
a well diſposd Underftanding, and ſo have you; bur 
if they are haunted with rhe Spirit of Diſpute and Ob- 
ſtinacy, if Intereſt ſtands againſt Creation and God, the 
Intellect falls preſently into Diſorder, Mitts ariſe and 
Fumes inrerpole z and when tis thus diſmounted, Evi- 
dence by a Kind of Antipariſtaſis produces Obſtinacy 


not Conviction, and rather hardens the Heart than ſof- - 


tens the Brain. 

Your ſecond Means is expos d to the ſame Exceptions: 
do not queſtion, but God can draw a Legion of De- 
monſtrations from rhe Conſtitution of the World to e- 
vince he made it, which are not within the Reach of 
our Knowledge : Yer if the new found World Atheiſts 
are of the ſame Temper with thoſe of our Horizon, they 
they will diſpute their Ground, and never ſurrendet, 
till the Fire of Hell acts upon Senſe, and ſo conveys Truth 
into the Underſtanding by eternal Sufferings : For as you 
(againſt the common Vote of Mankind, againſt the 
ary Conviction of Reaſon) caſt Creation our of Doors; 

th as needleſs and impoſſible, what hinders them from 
following your Foorſteps, and oppofing to all Demon- 
ſtrations, rheſe groundleſs Conjectures, that 4 your 
Incredulity 2 If you ſay a Man that dares fly in the 
Face of Evidence, is a Monſter, that he ought rather 
be caned than argu'd into Reaſon, you are in the Right; 
but theſe Monſters over-run the World, they are grown 
ſo common, that they rather pleaſe than aſtoniſn; for 
now an inflexible Obſtinacy, and a mighty Wit are be- 
come Synonymious, and 'ris far more warrantable and 
modiſh ro ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to the 
Force of Realon. We 

cannot gueſs why Revelation ſhould prove more 
effectual, than Demonſtration ; theſe inward Lights are 
always accompany'd with ſome Abſurdity; and tho 
they Illuminate, they leave us in the Dark: An anwaty 
Man may eaſily be deluded, he may miſtake Tempra- 
tion for inſpiration, and the Voice of God for the Spirit 
of Fornication: We remember yet what mad Pranks 


out Fathers ſaw the laſt Age, when People rebell d by 


X 2 divine 
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divine Impulſe, and executed theis Prince on a Scaffold 
by Revelation; when they bled their fellow Suljeds 
Purles, and then their Veins, by the Command of the 
Spirit; when they tranſgreſs d God's Laws by Providence, 
and thoſe of Nature by Inſpiration: And as Men fana. 
tically inclin d, take every Impulſe of Paſſion for divine 
Revelation; ſo they who love Libertiniſm look upon 
Revelation it ſelf, as an Illuſion, they will admit of no- 
thing Divine, but Senſuality, they examine Truth by the 
Standard of Pleaſure, and whatever baulks Appetite is 
Spleen and Viſion : One wou'd think the Revelation of 
the World's Creation made ſo many thouſand Years ago 
ro Moſes, 1s certain almoſt to Evidence ; it has under. 
gone the examen of Ages, and the Criticiſm of obſtinate 
Incredulity, it has triumph'd over Ignorance, conquer d 
Malice, and ſham d thoſe it could not convince; I do 
not ſee how a particular Revelation can be more perſwa- 
ive than that which has been put a Thouſand times to 
the Teſt; nor how this can force an. Underſtanding a- 
gainſt the Byaſs of Intereſt, that will not come over to 
the other: For ſtill you may run to your old Retrenchs 
ment, The World was poſſible ab æterno; therefore it was 
ab eterno ; id eſt, you may take Begging the Queſtion 
for Proving, and Impudence for Realon. 

Theom, What think you; if God ſhould take you ard 
me by the Hair, as you fanſie an Angel did Habalul, 
and poſt us away to the imaginary Spaces above the Em- 

pyreum ? If he ſhould appear in Majeſty, and regale our 
Sight with a Scene of Creation? | 

Euſeb. Why; I think you would be. amazed, but not 
convinc'd ; you mounted an Atheiſt, and would return 
one. 

Phbeom. That's ſtrange! : 

©, Exſeb. Tis ſo indeed; yet not more ſtrange, than that 
after ſo many Proofs of a Divinity, you remain in Inf. 
delity: For if God did appear he muſt borrow {ome len- 
fible Shape ; human Eyes are too feeble to gaze upon 
a Spirit: The Glory of a Divinity dazzles em: They 
ſink under the Splendour of the Omnipotent. Now, be 
has appear d already under the Form of Fire and Smoak 
to a whole Army, not able to bear his Majeſty, and this 
Appearance is made ſo credible, that he who will not be- 


lieve ſo many thouſand Eyes, muſt be a Fool to believe 
two: 
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wo: Again, how do you know but this World eter- 
rally Floated (like a {wimming Iſland) in the vaſt Ocean 
of thoſe imaginary Spaces? And by a lucky Puff of 
Chance, or Storm of Atoms was wafted over to you in 
the Nick of Time? Theſe Caſualties are (TI hope ) Pol- 
fible : Beſides that unlucky Principle ex nihilo nibil fit 
might gravel your Underſtanding above, as now it does 
„below, for Situation makes no alteration in Truth or 

Falſehood ; if it be evident here, it will be evident there; 
und if it appear Sophiſtry in the new World; why ſhould 

it paſs for Demonſtration in the Old ? Bur if this ſhould 
chance to work upon you, your fellow Atheiſts would 
be where they are, unleſs God ſhould fall upon new 
Creations, and cure their Infideliry by condeſcending to 
1 WW their Pride, and ſatisfy ing their Curioſity : Bur then you 
don d condemn him to a Drudgery more inſupportable 

than that of looking after Flies. He muſt (ir ſeems ) 
Work, if not for his Living, at leaſt for Adoration : He 
muſt fawn on Atheiſts ro deſerve their Protection, and 
bre an Apprenticeſhip to be acknowledg d for their 
WW Matter, 


[5 — — - 


— 
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DIALOGUE XXII. 
„be moft plauſible Exceptions of Atheiſts againſt the 


I World's Creation are refuted. - 


Euſeb. 1 Have done with my Arguments, which muſt 
be very ſatisfactory, unleſs you can invalidate 
em by urgent Reaſons, and prove by Evidence 4 priori, 
or at leaſt from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the 
World, That it was impoſſible to be Made: Favour me 
therefore with a ſnort Liſt of your Reaſons, Range em 
if you pleaſe) in Rank and File, Draw em up to the 
beſt Advantage, and make the moſt of em; yer I ſanſie, 
when all is done, you muſt eftabliſh the World's Eternity 
by begging heartily, nor by proving it; and if I ſtay, 
dl vou evince ir by Reaſon, the World may have an 
bad, before you prove hazard or neceſſity gave it a Be- 


zinning. 
1 Theom, 


| 
| 
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Theom, In the firſt place; we cannot give the World 
a Beginning without forcing Realon, and impoſing on 
our e This Doctrine muſt be ſupported 
on the Ruins of firſt Principles, and whoſoever abets it, 
muſt abjure thoſe great Truths, that Mankind avows to 
be the Standard and Meaſure of all others. Ex Nihil 
Nibil fit is the common Voice of Nature; tis too clear 
to be prov d; it ſhines on the Underſtanding, as the Sun 
does on our Eyes; and we can as ſoon find Night at 
Mid-Day, as Fallacy in the Axiom; yet if we admit 
Creation, we muſt daſh our this Principle, and by the 
fame Authority caſheer all others, and then, (as blind 
Men) we ſhall walk in the Dark, we ſhall diſcourſe 
without Rule, argue without Reaſon, and (like the Dog 
in the Fable) chop at the Shadow for the Subſtance, i. e, 
we ſhall miſtake Falſhood fof Truth, and Error for De. 
monſtration. 

© Secondly, Tis an undoubted Maxim in Philoſophy, 
chat to boulſter up an Opinion, we muſt not multiply 
Things without Neceſſity, Non ſunt multiplicanda antea 


ſine * Now there is no need to forge an infinite 


Being, for the World might be of ir {elf 40 Æterno: The 
moſt ſubtle Logician in the World, can never make it 
appear, that the Hypotheſis. implies a Contradiction in 
Terminis, or even by Inference. To what purpoſe do 
we entangle our ſelves in Difficulties 2 Why do we frame 
an Omniporent, wife and juſt Creator, with a Thouſand 
other pompous Titles, both unintelligible and frighttul ? 
Have Fears and Apprehenſions ſuch raviſhing Charms? 
Cannor our underſtandings be pleas'd unleſs rhey are 
+ 1-4 Nor be ſatisfied unleſs we hang them on the 
enters ? 87 | 


* 
Thirdly, A Thouſand Parts of the Univerſe ſeem not 


only ſuperfluous, but noxious : They are too vile even 


to make a Show, and are only fit ro increaſe the Num- 


ber of Creatures, ſo that they reach not the Quality of 
Mutes, that ſerve (at leaſt) for Pomp and Oſtentation: 
vet were they barely without Employment, without 
Station or Deſign, I would let them lie quiet in the State 


of Idleneſs, but alas, they were Executioners by Nature, 


as well as Office, and enter into the World to plague it: 
For Example, if there were a God, can jou imagine he 
would ſo far abaſe his Power, or proſtitute his Wiſdom, 
„ — R 
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zs to produce Lice and Fleas? That he would foul his 
Fingers with Toads ? Or condemn his Omnipotence to 
dig Flies out of Dunghills 2 Methinks it would ſuit bet- 
ter with three grand Attributes of a Deity, Power, N 
dm and Goodneſs, to clear the World of theſe Plagues, 
than to ſtock it: Plagues I call them, for their very End 
is Miſchief : Some torment a Man, others kill him, and 
the lealt troubleſome moleſt him. You know, Sir, what 
2 Figure Domitian makes in Story, for his unbeſeeming 
Diverſions ; if it be beneath a Man to ſlay Vermin, tis 
certainly below God to make them. Had I an Inclina- 
tion ro believe the World was made, I would turn Ma- 
nichæan, and rather admir two firſt Principles than one: 
Now if theſe Inſects were not created, why ſhould I ad- 
mit a creating Principle of any thing elſe 2 Come, Sir, 
let us ſay rather, all Things were of themſelves, than 
vote God the Drudgery of making them. They are be- 
low the Care of an infinite Majeſty, and the Power of 
the Omnipotent. I am perſwaded tis leſs irrational to 
deny a God, than to aſſign him rhe moſt ſordid Imploy- 
ments ; firſt, of producing Lice, Fleas and Toads, and 
then of conſerving them. I have many other Exceptions 
zpainft your Opinion; but thele ſuffice to diſcard it even 
of Probability. | 
Euſeb, You have propcs'd your Difficulties, I will 
return an Anſwer, To the Firſt ; indeed a Man cannor 
perſwade himſelf the World was the Product of Neceſ- 
ſry, or Chance without affronting Reaſon, and trickin 
his Underſtanding : To allie thole infinite Perfections o 
Eternity and Independence with the vileneſs of creeping 
lnſects, is to bring to one Centre Extreams that can never 
meet: Tis to raiſe Vermin above their Level, and pull 
down thoſe vaſt Perfections below theirs: Tis to inveſt 
Toads and Frogs with the Appurtenances of the Divinity. 
and to cloath em, like the Daw in the Fable, with gaudy 
Plumes that belong to another: Bur when we make 
God Author of the World, we ftumble upon no Abſur- 
diry : For tho' the World be a ſtately Work, yet I con- 
ceiye it neither ſurpaſſes the Power nor the Skill of a 
moſt powerful, and moſt wiſe Artiſt. Omni potence has 
certainly an excellent Knack at making, and an infinite 
Wiſdom at contriving. Seeing therefore the Perfection of 
e Work is not above the — of the Architect, * 
| 4 * 
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do not on this Account tranſgreſs any known Principle if 
we alcribe it to him. 3 

Indeed by admitting Creation, I baniſh your ex nihil 
nibil fit from the Number of Principles; but I do not x 
all intrench upon Nature, nor encroach upon the Pretogs. 
tive of the Underſtanding by out-lawing it: Tis guily 
of Intruſion, and holds the Place by the favour of Ig. 
rance: Thoſe People who firſt Principled ir, were without 
Principles themſelves, they knew not the Extent of Omni. 
rence, or invaded its Privileges. An Omnipotent Pow. 
er can do any thing that is poſſible, i. e. thar' implies not 
a Contradiction: Show me (if you can) a Contradiction 
that an Al. powerful Being ſhould make ſomething without the 
Help of previous Matter; if you cannot, your Principle i; 
juſtly degraded : Nor will other Maxims be involy'd in 
irs diſgrace ; they ll keep their Poſts in ſpight of Oppoſiti, 
on, and receive ſubmiſſion from Reaſon, where ere they 
meer it: But if you ſuffer your Maxim to be reſttain d, 
and not let it ramble into the other World, 1'll embrace ir 
wich open Arms, as Ocellus and Ariſtotle did: Yet in this 
Caſe ir will ſigniſie no more, than that all natural Gene- 
rations ſuppc ſe a Subject; and in this Senſe I ſay of your 
Principle, what one ſaid of Euclid's firſt Demonſtration; 
They were ſo plain, that an Aſs could not miſs them : Ina 
word, ex nihilo nihil fit. Nature can give Being and 
Life to no new Productions unleſs ſhe has a Subject to 
work on : In this Point ſhe has no Prerogative above a 
'Carver, tho in the other ſhe far exceeds, for her Works 
are more fine and delicate; ſhe gives Life, the other's Skill 
ſtops ar Figure : But if we look upon God, your Principle 
is out of Doors; he cannot only work on Matter, but 
make it: This argues, you'll ſay, an Exceſs of Power: 

Tis true, but yer ir does not out- ſtretch Omnipotence. 
To the Second, I anſwer, your Argument faulters in 
every Part; it proves too much, and by Conſequence juſt 
Nothing: Ir ſtands for either fide of the Contradiction, 
and therefore ſupports neither. For as you argue thus, 
"Twas poſſible for the World to exiſt of it ſelf, therefore, ve 
muſt net father it upon any ſuperior Agent: So by the ſame 
Logick I may conclude, that either all the Materials, 
that compoſe Lendon rang'd themſelves in that fine Order, 
we ſee them, or, that Chance and Hazard blunder'd up- 
en it, becauſe either way is polſible: Nay, merhinks you; 
* Argument 


- 
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Argument pleads for any Abſurdiry : Tis poſſible for 
Stones to ſpeak, therefore for ought we know they do, 


when they are alone, and if they keep Silence in our Com- 


pany, tis out of the ſame Policy Baboons were mute in 
America (as the Indians told the Spaniards) viz. to avoid 
their Cruelty, Tis poſſible for an excellent Watch, to 
ſtart up from a caſual Combination of Atoms; Let us 
therefore out- law Tompion, and tranſport the whole Com- 
pany of Watchmakers into Virginia to plant Tobacco; 
their Art is ſuperfluous in England, as well as their Per- 
ſons, fince Poſſibility has ſer up Shop, Watches will pour 
in upon us by thouſands, we may take them up as the 
ſews did Quails, and when we have made our own Pro- 
viſion, Pleaſure a Friend with half a Dozen. 

Theom. You are in a Vein of Pleaſantry, but Arguments 
are ſeldom laugh d our of Countenance. If Poſſibility be 
2 weak Proof, Mirth is a feeble Solution. 

Euſeb. You wrong me, Sir, I am as ſerious as the Mat- 
ter will bear, and if my Diſcourſe has any thing of Mirth, 
you are beholding to the Subject for the Diverſion. A 
Buffoon under a grave Diſguiſe, may be miſtaken for a 
yenerable Alderman, but when he is cas d, the Alderman 
retires to make room for Scaramouch. To treat Foole- 
ries with Reſpect, is to miſplace Ceremony, and not to 
lay them open, is but a Degree from abetting them. 

Theom, If Contempt can baffle an Argument, the moſt 
ſtrict Demonſtrations are not ſecure : By your leave, Sir, 
you either miſtake the Streſs of my Reaſon, or fling in a 
handful of piquant Railleries ro evade it: Pray attend: 
From this Antecedent, Twas poſſible for the World to be ab 
Eterno a ſe, this Inference follows, therefore it did exiſt : 
For if the World was poſſible ab Æterno, tis a neceſſary 
and independent Being, but tis evident that a neceſſary 
and independent Being is Eternal, therefore, if the World 
were poſſible ab Eterno, tis manifeſt it did exiſt 4 ſe ab 
Eterno; and therefore, all Recourſe to a Deity is vain 
and ſuperfluous. What Abſurdity can be found in ſo 
plain a Diſcourſe, but that a Man of Wir did not com- 
prehend it ? 

Euſeb. Your Arguments with theſe Amendments is ſtill 
defective; ir proves not at all rhe Queſtion, but impu- 
dently begs ir. For ir amounts to this, that the World 


was ab Eterno, therefore it was ab Eterno, If you intend 


te 
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to make any thing of your Enthymem, proe firſt the An: 
recedent, and then we will conſider what is to be done 


with the Conſequence, Now I have already prov'd the 


orld could not poſſibly exiſt ab Æterno (as you ſuppoſe 
— — any other Proof, than a bare Aſſertion. * 
mean time, methinks this Argument proves as forcibly 
the Contradiction of your Theſis; tas not poſſible for tle 
World to exiſt of it ſelf ab Aterno, therefore it did nt 
You will put me without doubt to the Proof of the Ante. 
cedent, and with Reaſon; for till that be eftabliſh'd, no. 
thing can be concluded: But then the ſame talk lies on 
- your Hands, and till you have evinc'd that ':was poſſible 
for the World to exiſt of it ſelf ab Aterno, Your Concluſi- 
on muſt lie dormant. 
' To the third I anſwer: To pronounce, on Things at 
Random, either marks a great Pride or a ſuperlative Ig- 
norance : You cannor judge which Springs are uſeful in 
a Watch, which are ſuperfluous, unleſs you comprehend 
the Frame of that artificial Fabrick ; and certainly you 
would conclude very ill, that ſuch a Wheel was needleſs, 
becauſe you did not underſtand irs Office. The World 
is a curious Engine compos'd of Ten Millions of ſecret 
Springs, do you know the Nature of each? If you do 
not, pray diſſect them, and expoſe the Anatomy to our 
Contemplation ? If yon do, you are unfir ro fit on the 
Bench ; your Sentence is borh raſh and erroneous, and 
you deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for having diſgrac d the 
Tribunal. You muſt remember this Axiom of St. Tho- 
mas, perfetta Bonitas in rebus creatis, non inveniretur, niſi 
eſſet ordo Bonitatis, the Perfection of Creatures would be 
defective, if there were no Degrees, no Order of Perfe- 
ction: We ſnould tarniſn the Luſtre and impair the Beau- 
ty of the Univerſe, if we diminiſh'd rhe Multitude, or 
temper d the Diſproportion of ſo many Things, that by a 
moſt admirable Diflention, and a moſt NN Diſ- 
cord conſpire ro the Grace and Harmony of the Whole: 
Had you been call'd to Counſel by the Maker of the 
World, you would have perſwaded him to frame it all of 
Gold or Diamonds; as that unskiltul Painter, who not 
being able ro copy out the charming Features of Helen, 
hid them together with his Ignorance under an embroi- 
dered Manreau, and ſo inſtead of a fair Woman drew no- 
thing, bur ſhining Drapery, No Creature is un 
4 Fe. ON | : chat 
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that can proclaim its great Maſter's Glory and Majeſty; 
this is a noble Employment, worthy of the Seraphims, 
yer nor above the Capacity of Flies, and Spiders. Vile 
jalects are quickned by the Almighty, and nothing bur 
in Omniporent Hand can frame em: The Power of 
your Alexanders and Cæſars, was never able to breath 
Life into a Worm: The one pillag d the Eaſt indeed, and 
welter d in Blood and Slaughter of Innocents; the other 
like a Tempeſt ſwepr all the VNæſt before him; yer after 
they had butcher d a Million of Men, they were not able 
o give Life to a Carterpillar : Beſides, how dare you 
erm cheſe poor Creatures idle, of whom God makes uſe 
to confound the Pride of Atheiſts, and to read continual 
Leſſons of —_— to all Men ? Theſe Gentlemen are 
ncredulous, becauſe they over- rate their Parts; they ſup- 
pole, if there were a God, their piercing Wits would 
make ſtrange Diſcoveries, and becauſe the Majeſty of a 
Deiry dazles their batriſh Eye- ſight, they rather chuſe to 
plunge into Infidelity, than ro acknowledge rheir Igno- 
rance : To cure this inſolent Frenzy, God has flung theſe 
runy Creatures in your way; he bids you examin the 
ine Contexrure of each Part if you can, the Uſe of every 
Muſcle, rhe Nature of their Souls, and of all thoſe hidden 
Frings, that cauſe Life and Motion; and when you 
have learnr this 4, B, C, it will be time enough to aſcend 
o more ſublime Contemplation. Now, Sir, neither you, 
nor the greareſt Philoſopher that ever breath d, can give a 
verable Account of the moſt deſpicable Inſet: You know 
neither its Nature, nor half irs Proprieties: You are as 
l inform'd of irs Cauſes, as of irs Effects; and the va- 
tous Syſtems of Generation, and Corruption are bur ſo 
nany Demonſtrations of God's Power and Man's Weak- 
refs. So that God lays before you theſe Vermin as a Re- 
nedy againſt Pride, and what is more, againſt Atheiſm : 
He blunts thoſe Darts you level againſt him by interpo- 
ing Flies and Lice; he diſarms your Inſolence, and 
irikes our of your Hands thoſe Arguments you imploy 
ainſt him, I cannot (ſay you) comprehend God; an 
lafinite Being paſſes my Conception; therefore there is n 
uch Thing : You might as well infer, Thar all you ſee, is 
nothing but a Scene of Fallacy and Illufion ; that you, 
and I, are meer Fantaſms, and Spectres, the Product of 
Imagination; for there is not one fingle Thing 3 
8 N Whole 
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whole Maſs of Creation, you comprehend. Your Un- 


derſtanding falls under the Weight of a Straw, you cay- 4 
nor rell whether ir has Parts, or no Parts before the Dj. W 
viſion; you know neither the Nature of a Stone, nor the - 
Properties of a Worm ; you are a Stranger even in your 17 
own Houſe; tho you Think, Speak and Move; Thought, * 
Speech, and Motion puzzle you; we have Aſſurance in. * 
deed, there is ſuch Things, but if we preſs the Inquity 2 4 q 
little farther, we muſt expect ſmall Satisfaction. Whirl © 

Man (who finds his Underſtanding pos d by ſuch ordinz. 1 
ry and trivial Inſtances, who flags under the Confiderati. to 
on of almoſt Nothing) will be ſo bold, and at the ſame fin 
time ſo fooliſn, as to queſtion God's Exiſtence, becauſe * 
he cannot comprehend it? Now, tho all thoſe Thing 116 
you are pleas d to call idle, had no other End, but to = 


gravel the great Prerenders to Omniſcience to confound 
their Pride, and to heal their unreaſonable Incredulity by WI ,... 
Induction, they would render very good Service both to 
their deluded Fellow-Creatures, and to their OmnipotenW . 
Creator. | 
| Beſides, we have a particular Tenderneſs, as well a WW, ( 
Value for our Bodies; we rack our Thoughts, and even 
torment our Conſciences to pleaſe em; they muſt be and 
pamper d at the Expence of our Souls, tho they burn for I jj. 
the Debauch hereafter. To cure this raging Tranſpon, Wl Tbe 
* God applies a loathſome, bur ſoveraign Remedy: He o 
ſhews us, what our idoliz'd Bodies are by the Infection Ay 
of Lice, Worms and Toads they produce: And oftentimes g..., 
this humbling Spectacle of Mortality, frights us more ef. ¶ Sec 
fectually to our Duty, than the Proſpect of the rormenting WM boch 
g of Fire and Brimſtone, Darkneſs and De- fad 
pair. Did theſe poor Gentlemen, who whine away ata to 
Female's Feet their Happineſs, Money and Souls roo, but I their 
ſeriouſly conſider, that the Object of their Worſhip mult N | 
once become Focd to thoſe vile Creatures you both con- ¶ Vile 
remn and abhor ; that thoſe Eyes they admire to Adora- Wl 1, 
tion, will once ſet in Duſt, and be drown'd in Putrefacti- MF ,,, ; 
on; that thoſe Cheeks (that Frenzy ſtiles the Sear of the ¶ de 
Graces). will be transform'd, not only into the Throne, I ſur 
bur even into the Nature of Toads, Worms and Serpents; Not I 
did they (I ſay) but conſider theſe obvious, but moving Pres 
Truths, they would remove their Affections to thoſe noble by t 
Objects, and then they would confels Vermin is more I dat 
uſeful chan they imagin d. | Again, 
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Again, all theſe Creatures have many uſeful Properties 
we know, and more we know nor: Lice, Snails and 
Worms are Remedies for ſome Diſeaſes, and I have been 
acquainted with thoſe who admir'd a Ragout of Maggots. 
If Toads and Vipers are poiſonous, they alſo afford Anti- 
dotes againſt Poiſon ; and if ſomerimes they Kill, they as 
often Save. A Soupe of Vipers is a Medicine both mo- 
diſh and wholſome; it ſweerens the Blood, and inſpirits 
ir, Cerrainly Things endow'd with ſuch excellent Qua- 
Ities, are neither ſuperfluous, nor idle: No, no! They 
both benefit the World, and adorn it- Dew, ſays St. Au- 
fin, Lib. 11. de Civ. Cap. 22. ita artifex magnus in mag- 
us eſt, ut minor non ſit in parvis, que parva non ſua gran- 
ditate que nulla eſt, ſed artificis ſapientia metienda eſt, 
God is ſo great a Workman in great Things, that he is 
not leſs in ſmall ones; they are not to be meaſured by 
their Greatneſs, becauſe they have none, but by the Wiſ- 
dom of the Artiſt. | 
In fine, to conclude with Milliam Biſhop of Paris, Na- 
ſcitur aranea cum lege, libro & lucerna, God has inſtructed 
af Creatures in every Point of their Duty: The very Spi- 
der brings into the World its Rules, Book and Torch, 
and knows its Leſſon ſo ſoon as tis able to learn it. At 
the firſt Signal of the Omnipotent, they all fall to work: 
The Bee makes innocent Inroads upon Flowers, the Silk- 
Worm ſpins out its own Entrails, and weaves royal Robes 
for Princes, the Fiſh (port in the Waters, the Beaſts of 
ſervice expect the Commands of their Maſters, and ſmall 
ſeeds, tho dead, give Life to Trees, which bring Men 
both Pleaſure and Profit. Nothing is idle; nothing re- 
factary in the World, but Men, who abuſe their Liber- 
j to their Shame, and miſpend the precious Moments of 
their Lives to their eternal Ruin. | 
From the Superfluities of Inſects you ſtep over to their 
Vileneſs, and indeed, if the firſt Fault were prov'd home, 
I would ſay guilty to the other. For certainly a Thing 
too inconſiderable to fill any Office in the vaſt Empire of 
the Univerſe, muſt be meanly provided with Abilities. 
| ſuppoſe, Sir, your Apprehenſion takes the juſt Meaſure 
of Things, that it never over-flouriſhes Objects, but a- 
grees exactly with the Pattern: Your Judgment is ſquar'd 
by the Model in the Apprehenſion, and it this be exact, 
that cannot well be miſtsken: Now I have heard _ 
; ines 
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ſhines very gloriouſly on your Head, and that you fanj; 
Diamonds ſparkle more in your Cabinet, than in that o 
the great Maga: Theſe Things you judge neither be. 
low your Care, nor your Eſteem ; and ſhould I venture 
to call em a bale Lumber, vile Minerals, or childiſh 
Trifles, you would ſuſpect my Prudence: Yer all the 
Diamonds of the Golcyndian mines, all the Oar of Poi 
falls ſhorr of the Perfection of the vileſt Animal. Gold 
may ſhine, but cannot breath; Diamonds may glitter, 
but cannot move; an Inſect crawls in a more elevated 
Sphere; it lives, and this ſole Prerogative is above the 
Reach and Capacity of Metal; indeed theſe things are 
handſomely varniſh'd 5; and tis the colour alone, that 
juſtifies your Efteem ; and makes ſome Atonement for 
your Dorage: If therefore, you have not quite forſaken 
ſon, either eſteem Gold or Jewels leſs, or Inſeds 
more; if thoſe are vile, you muſt think of a new Word 
ro expreſs the Baſeneſs of the other. | 
I cannor diſmiſs this Argument, till I have brought the 
Epicurean Part of it to examen. Tis below the Maje. 
ty of God (you ſay) to extend his Care to the Direction 
and Conſervation of ſuch deſpicable Creatures; and then 
very —— you infer he does not; but becauſe 
this does not ſerve your Turn, you advance a Step, and 
tell us they may as well come into the World without 
his Help, as continue without it. 

Your Argument is built on a falſe Hypotheſis; there 
is no Creature deſpicable in the whole Univerſe bur the 
proud Atheiſt, wo thinks ſo. Hearken ro Ariſtotle, who 
ſaw as far into Nature, as any of our Libertines, lib. I. 
de Partu Animal. cap. 5. Viliorum animalium rationen 

openſionemq; puerils Faſtidio ſpreviſſe dignum nequaquan 
* _ 15 Yes Rs ts qua non — ali- 
quid inditum habeatur : To flight the Oeconomy and Perfe- 
ton of the moſt imperfect Animal is childiſh ; ſeeing there 
is Nothing in Nature ſo minute, and inconſiderable, that 
| has not ſome Qualities worthy of Admirat ion. The Vilenels 

of the moſt abject Worm conſiſts not in the Perfection it 
poſſeſſes, but in thoſe it wants : Tis relatively ſo; and i 
rhis Senſe, every limited Being is ſuperlatively vile, it 
compar'd with the boundleſs Perfections of the Creator. 
Bur if -we conſider them in themſelves, they participate 


ſome faint Rays of Divine Perfections; they are the 
| Effects 
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Feds of his Power, and Objects of his Love, for had 
heir Natures no Similitude with the Perfections of God, 

he could not have produc'd them; and did he not love 
them, he would. riot : Now to make them worthy both 
ol his Power, and Love, and not of his Care, is ridicu- 
bas and impious. Indeed did we traveſty God into a 
Shepherd (as the Poets did Apollo ; ) did we ſuppoſe he 

WW lf his Godhead in Heaven, to feed Flocks on Earth, or 
| WW har he took up his Habitation with Piſmires, or lodg'd 
Wi Dunghills with Worms, your Objection would appear 
| WW ccaſonable ; but we muſt caſt off theſe Anthropomorphite 
: WW frinciples- To act on Earth, he needs nor abandon Hea- 
e Wren; nor diſpatch Couriers to intimate his Orders, or 
t WT deputies to execute them; he is as neceſſarily in all Places, 
ts in all Times: He created all Things without Labour, 
ad conſerves them without Solicitude. The Manage- 
rent of che World neither takes one Grain from his 
d Happineſs, nor adds one; he is as much at Leiſure ſince 
Is — 2 as before; and tho he be without Embar- 

e % be is never idle. Beſides, tho we cannot dabble 
- Win Pitch without being defil'd, that Aphoriſm of the 


Vie Man concerns not him; be ſhines in Mire, glitters 


n Dirt, and like the Sun gilds corrupted Carcaſes, 
vithout being tainted or ſullied. ] therefore conclude 
jour Philoſophy is of the ſame Piece with your Divinity; 
ud both are drawn from the Original of Epicures: 
They are roo fooliſh, methinks, to trepan a wiſe Man, 
nd too blaſphemous to engage a good Man, and indeed 
Im half perſwaded you laugh at his Syſtem in your 


ho dear, tho you applaud ir in publick ; and would eaſily 
[; ert his Belief if you could enjoy (without Remorſe) 
em ide Benefit of condeſcending Moralities. 

- Theom, Come, Sir, you have harangu'd enough upon 
[Le 


as Subject: Methinks the Chamber begins ro ſmell of 
ermin, we have been upon an uncleanly Topick : to 
ulcourſe of Worms, Toads and Maggots looks like 
trading Eels out of Mud; they are unphiloſophical Em- 
ſoyments, and we will commit the farther Diſcuſſion of 
ie Point to a Committee of Gold-Finders,' or a Club of 
ake-hennels, Dis 


the | DIA. 


320 E The Gentleman Inftruted. 


DIALOGUE XXIII. - 
The ſeventh Proof. The palpable Abſurdities which Ml * 
| follow from no God, demonſtrate there is one. in 
Euſeb. I Omit many other Arguments, that plead moſt 5 
bo. powerfully for a God; in this Number we fo 
may place Miracles, and Prophecies. If ever there were * 
a Miracle, all the Atheiſts fine Hypotheſes fall to the wi 
Ground, all the Leaves in Windſor Foreſt will not be 
able ro hide the Folly of his Increduliry ; for if ever a * 
dead Man has been brought back to Life, it muſt have Wl ;. ; 
been done by a Power above the Energy of natural Cau- i 
ſes: To revive a dead Man, is as hard, as to infuſe Life WM 44, 
into Marble, and I think all the Abilities of Nature can m 
never reach this Operation. Now that ſuch Miracles WM bor 
have been wrought in the World, may be made out by WM the 
as plain Evidence, as the Nature of palt Matters of Fact Em 


require, i. e. by unqueſtionable Authority, and more can WM chat 
neither rationally be expected nor deſir d. Prop 
Again, to forerel Things that depend meerly upon the Wl «yer 
Exerciſe of our free Will, is a manifeſt Argument of a WM pre 
God, for an Underſtanding that can foreſee what will WM nor 
happen, by the ſame Perſpicacity muſt know what has WM For 
happen d, and à fortiori, whatever does actually happen; WM 4% 
and by Conſequence, whatever can be known. Now ſuch WM 70 
a vaſt Exrent of knowledge can only ſuir with a Being 
infinitely perfect, ar leaſt far ſuperiour ro Man: For as 
Pindar takes Notice, ad futura cecutinnt mentes humane, 
Furure Events lie our of the Sphere of human Under- 
ſtandings: We ſee nothing bur Obſcuriry and Darkneſs 
before us; we cannot tell what Changes, what Revo- 
lutions of Deſigns may be made in our Breaſts before to 
Morrow; much leſs what other Men will ſay or do, 
a hundred Years hence. Whence the Latins call Fore- 
telling of Things Divinatio, as if it was the peculiar 
Privilege of the Divinity: And the Prophet 1/aiab bids 
the Gods of the Heathens prove rheir Tirle ro Worſhip 
by Prophecy. Enunciate que ventura ſunt in futurum 
 ſciemus quia. Dis eſtin vos. 


Now 
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Nov ĩt is clear beyond Diſpute, that Men have fore- 
told Future Events with all their Circumſtances; which 
they could not do, by the Force of human Wit or Indu- 
ſry : Therefore, they receiv d the Faculty from another 
| who can dive into Futurities, and diſcover all the Wind- 
ings and Mcanders of the Hearts of Men to come, as 
well as of thoſe who are, and have been. I will cull 
WH out two or three Prophecies of a hundred which may be 
: WH found in our Scriprure, and defire you ro ſpend 4 cool 
and impartial Thought upon them. 1. Reg. cap. 13» 
: WH whilſt Jeroboam ſacrific'd on an Alrat to Baal, a Prophet 
) cryd out, Altare, Altare, hec dicit Dominus, ecce Filius 
| HY naſcetur domui David, Joſias Nomine, & immolabit ſuper 
n Sucerdotes excelſorum, qui nunc in te thura ſuccendunt, 
f ofſa hominum in te incendent, This happen d exactly 
: 61 Years after: the Prophet Iſaiah c. 41. foretells the 
1 mpire'of Cyrus and his Name 206 Years before he was \ 
S WY born. Daniel the ſubverſion of the Chaldæan Monarchy, 
/ WY the Grandure of the Median, Perſian, Grecian and Roman 
Empires: Nay, he deſcends to particular Accidents, ſo 
dat he ſeems rather ro compile a Story of paſt, than a 
Prophecy of future Tranſactions ; yer the Event tuns 
e Wl even with his Prediction, tis true to a Letter, and there- 
ſore to Admiration. Now this alone wounds Atheiſm 
mortally, and ſtabs irs grand Principle There is no God. 
for this Diſcourſe is moſt certain, Nothing in Nature i 
able to foreſee Things which depend meerly upon the free 
Will of Man, and will happen ſome Ages after : But 'tis cers 
tun that Men have Felber Things, that depended on the 
free Will of Man, and did happen ſeveral Ages after they 
were foretold, therefore, there is an intelligent Being above 
Nature, You can only evade the Force of the Argument 
dy denying the ' Matrer of Fact ; but when you ftrike 
upon an Evident Abſurdity, and muſt call in all Records; 
there is not any Story in the World more authentick, 
than that of the Scriprure : Now to disbelieve all Hiſto 
our of Fear of being impos d on, is to play the Fool with 
Caution, and to ſtretch Warineſs into Stupidity. 1 
mend not to deſcant on thoſe two Proofs, nor to draw 
em up to their full Advantage ; confront them at leiſute; 
With Hiſtory both ſacred and profane; compate the Text 
with Events, puſh on the Examen not only ro Exactrieſs, 
but to the Extremity of Criticiſm z only ſtop within the 
Wee” * Terms 
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Terms of Reaſon, and expect no greater Evidence thr 
Things paſt will bear: not firſt paſs Sentence and 
then examine Evidences, firſt condemn, and then inquire 
into the Merits of the Cauſe, and I am confident you 
will confeſs, Things have been both done and foretold, 
that come not within the Reach of Nature; and there. 
fore you will be obliged ro acknowledge there is ſome. 
thing that commands Nature, and calls thoſe Things 
(that are not) by their Name, as well as thoſe that are, 
Theom, I will take into Conſideration your Props. 
{als in due Time; but pray read us the Regiſter of Ab- 
ſurdities: This is your preſent Task, and I am impatient 
to hear 1t. | 
Euſeb. 1 ſhall open my Indictment with an Accuſation 
able to make a Man's Ears. tingle, notwithſtanding your 
Tenets are guilty of the Impeachment, There is no God 
(vou lay } No Providence to watch over the Children 
of Men, no Goodneſs to reward Virtue, no Juſtice to 
puniſh Vice; Hope of a future Bliſs is but a pleafing Ima- 
gination, Fear of Torments but a vain Bugbear invented 
by Melancholy, and itaprovd by Cuttom ; does not 
this accurs d Doctrine open the Gate to Pride, Arrogance, 
and Tyranny ? Does it not let in upon us Perfidiouſnels, 
Perjury and Sacrilege ? Does it nor invite Mankind to 
turn off Shame, to caſhier Modeſty ? to plunge into the 
Mire of Laſciviouſneſs? and in ſhort, to break off all 
Commerce, all Correſpondence with Neighbours, Friends 
and Relations ? Now can any Thing be imagin'd more 
abſurd, than to father ſuch horrjd, ſuch univerſal Cor- 
ruptions on the firſt, greateſt and ſupream Truth? This 
all Arheiſts do. For as the prime verity (if there be a 
God) is, There a God, who rules, directs and governs 
the Univerſe; ſo if there be none, that muſt be degraded 


god this ſubſtiruted in its Place, There is no God who rules 


directs and goyerns the Univerſe ; but this Truth wil 
extinguiſh Fear, and ſtifle Reverence; it lets looſe the 
| Whole Croud of Paſſions, and expoſes the World to Pil- 
lage and Rapine ; for Men void of Fear, are void of Re- 

. trainr, and ſo ſet up Appetite for the Standard of all 
their Actions. | | 
Secondly, it -will follow, that a Falſhood, an Impoſſ- 
bility, a meer Chymera is the Cauſe of Religion, of Ju- 
Rice, Temperance and Modeſty ; that it is the Founds- 
Lion 
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tion of Peace, Concord, and the very Baſis that ſupports 
all well-ordered Commonwealrhs ; tor the Periwation of 
a Deity, the Fear of his Anger, and Hope of his Mercy 
awe Men more than civil Rewards or Puniſhments. 
Now is it not downright Madneſs. to think that a hy- 
mera, a meer Fiction, that has no Being, but in ſome 
deluded Brain, ſhould countenance Vertue and perſwade 
ir? ſhould diſcounrenance Vice, and load it with Shame 
and Infamy ? Whereas the prime Truth in the Atheiſts 
Carechilm, There is no God, leads Men into all Abomi- 
nations. . 

Thirdly, It will follow, that Wiſdom ſtifles Vertue, 
and Error cheriſhes it; for if there be no God, it's Error 
and Folly to believe there is one, tis a Piece of Wiſdom 
to ſtand up and proteſt againſt a Forgery, ſo prejudical 
to Truth, Reaſon and Senſualiry : It's a Piece of Wil- 
dom to maintain that Truth, and Wiſdom are Plagues, 
tor only to particular Men, but even to Societies; that 
they drown Kingdoms in Deluges of Corruption, and 
cur off the Bands of Unity, that knit the Parts together; 
that they muſt be clapr under the Hatches, and condemn'd 
to Darkneſs and Confinement, as Traitors ro Humanity, 
and Rebels to Government: Bur then on the other Side, 
it follows, that Error and Ignorance ſupport Commerce, 
maintain Tranquility, and enliven Society; that they are 
to be promoted as the Source and Origin of all Good, 
thar they enlighten the Underſtanding, poliſh the Will, 
and not only render People wiſe, bur good, 

Fourrhly, Thar all rhoſe Heroes, who have been fa- 
nous, either for Learning or Piety, were wretchedly mi- 
taken in a Thing of the higheſt Concern: They fell 
down before an airy Statue of God, forg'd in the Brain, 


truck out of Error, and ſhapd by Viſion, Cuſtom and 


Education: Whilſt Men, unprovided of Wir, deſtitute 
of Conſcience, of profligate Lives, and of worſe Princi- 
ples, burthenſome ro their Countries, and ſcandalous 
to their very Species, unravel the Truth, and unmask 
the grand Impoſture : Before a Man can believe fo po- 
tent an Abſurdiry, he muſt turn off Reaſoh and con- 
dude, that the worſt of Men were the beſt ; the moſt 
literate, the moſt wiſe ; and thoſe who have ever juſtly 
been eſteem d Monſters; the only Ornaments of our 


ind, | | 
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Fifthly, That ro pay Homage and Obedience to God and 
to fear Puniſhment,. or hope for Reward, are fooliſh and 'you 
. vain Actions, and wholly oppoſite ro Reaſon : For to re. and 
vere, worſhip arid tremble at a Chymera, is both childi WM ger: 
and ridiculous, It's unreaſonable and impious into the Ml ry 0 
Bargain: It therefore God firs on the ſame Level with an cut 
Impoſſibility, if he has no other Being, than what a de. WM (ble 
luded Underſtanding is pleaſed to give him, he is no Hor 
more to be valued, than all thoſe impoſſible Combinati. WM and 
ons, that are ſ[pawn'd by Fancy, and crawl in the Imagi- WM (tan 
nation. 5 

Sixthly, That Impiety, Sacrilege and Blaſphemy, a aue 
laudable Actions, and agreeable to the mot inviolable MM Evil 
Dictates of Reaſon, For if there be no God, all the Ai. WM no C 
ons that fly in his Face, that attack his Imaginary and WW thin: 
ulurp'd Grandure are good: Firſt, Becauſe they are pub- 10 1 
lick Proteſtations of a Truth, viz: That there 7 a Gud, F 
And ſecondly, Becauſe they are efficactons Means to dil. fore, 
abuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it from the erroneous offer 
Perſwaſions of a Deity and Providence. Pray, Sir, tell me, righ 


are not theſe moſt diſmal Conſequences? Are they not able leth 
to Chill the Blood? and to caſt Humanity into Convulſions WM mair 
* They cannot be thought on without Horror, nor belie- Bloo 
without Fury. Had I a Hand in the Government, or a ſuch 
Power with the Commons, I would bring all the Abetter King 
of thoſe lewd Tenets within the Statutes of Treaſon. They for i 
tend directly to the Subverſion of Order and Diſciplined and 
When Men believe ſo looſe Principles, their Actions canno be n 
be regular. Nothing but want of Occaſions to be Villain proa 
can plead for their Honeſty : Impotence alone is the. Guam I. 
of their Innocence, and of their Neighbour's Safety. Es 
 Theom, You are {mart upon Atheiſts, and methinks in- cure 
tend to hector them into Religion, rather than convince law', 
them. But, Sir, a little Reaſon goes farther than much clap! 
Satyr, they are Men of Mettle, and dare look a Rhodo- your 
montade in the Face: They will not be frighred out ol are 
their Opinion with Buckram Invective. Hou 
Euſeb. Did you ſee a Raſcal ready to ſer Fire to your the ( 


Houle; or a Bravo making at your Breaſt with a drawn turn 
Sword, in ſuch Exigencies you would lay aſide Forma-W and 
liry and Ceremony: And I ſuppoſe ſuch exrraordinaryll T! 
Circumſtances would eaſily juſtifie a little Smartnels.W lnciy 
This is our preſent Caſe, By denying a Deity, you * 

| | a 
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ap all Reſtraint, you let looſe the whole Kennel of Vices, 

and hollow in Pride, Rapine and Cruelty to worry us; 
jou do not only lop off the Branches of Subordination, 
and Government, bur tear them up by the Roots, and un- 
dermine the very Foundation of Society: We cannot car- 
ry on any Commerce, nor live in any Corporation, with- 
out truſting ſometimes our Neighbour: For it is impoſ- 
ible ro make all Matters ſo ure, as to leave nothing to 
Honeſty and Honour. Truſt is the Ground, the Baſis 
and firft Principle of Commerce; without this, we muſt 
ſtand at Defiance with all the World, and place Security 
in our Power alone. Now if there be no Superiour to 
awe us, no Principle within us that points out Good and 
Evil, it's abſurd and fooliſh ro truſt any Man; for there is 
no Ground for ſuch a Contidence in your Hypotheſis, no- 
thing, that can perſwade a Man to ſacrifice his Intereſt 
to Truth and Juſtice. 

For if there be no God, Man is his own Law, and there- 
fore, can offend no body bur himſelf; nay, nor can he 
offend himſelf ; for if he be ſupreme, whatever he does is 
right, Let him contrive Plots againſt Church and State; 
let him worry the Innocent, or prey upon the Poor, he re- 
mains loyal tho plung'd in Treaſons; ſpotleſs tho dipt in 
Blood, and without Sin, tho' loaded with Crimes. Now 
i ſuch Doctrine muſt of Neceſſity unhinge Society, and turn 
Kingdoms into Heaps of Rubbiſh, and Piles of Confuſion ; 
for it withdraws all thoſe Props that ſuſtain Obedience, 
and breaks thoſe Bands that cement Unity. A Man muſt 
be made of Ice not to expreſs ſome Concern at the Ap- 


proach of ſo threatning a Danger. 

Theom, Of what Danger? 

Euſeb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; for nothing can ſe- 
cure them but the Impotence of Atheiſts. We are out- 
law'd by your Principles already; and ſhould quickly be 
clappd on the Gallows did your Power correſpond with 
your Intentions, at leaſt to your Maxims, But your Forces 
are diſpers d; they are canton'd in Taverns and Bawdy- 
Houſes, and it's hard to draw them into a Body; ſo that 
the Government. ſtands becauſe you want Strength to over- 
ug turn it: We enjoy Liberty becauſe you cannot enſlave us; 
nud our Eſtates, becauſe you dare not invade them. 

. Tbeom. Theſe are reflecting Hints, and rather plead for 
„ [ociviliry than a God; I had rather connive at the Affront, 
Il * than 
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than revenge it; and attribute it rather to Heat than Ad. 
vertence. | | | 
Euſeb. Under Favour, Sir, tho your Teners raiſe my 
Indignation. I think they deſerve it; yer Paſſion has ng 
dimin'd my Underſtanding : I ſpeak with Reflection; and 
if my Diſcourſe diſpleaſe you thank your Principles for the 
Mortification. I ſay again, if there be no God, Man hay 
no Superiour, if he has no Superiour, he can be ſubject 
to no Law; he can neither do well, nor ill; for Good 
and Evil are relative Denominations, and ſuppoſe a Lay, 
that prohibits the one, and either commands or counſel 
the other; if he can do no ill, and is perſwaded of this 
impeccable Prerogative, why ſhall he nor glut his Ambi. 
tion with Treaſons, and Murders? His Avarice with Ra. 
pines? And his Incontinence with his Proſtitutions? 
Thele Actions fit very eaſie on Conſcience ; they ipawn 
on Senſe, and charm Nature; nay, according to your 
grand Maxim, they deſerve the Name of Vertues, as well 
as Obedience, Juſtice or Chaſtity, and are more eaſily 
practis d than forborn : Indeed tho' you be neither under 
the Reſtraint of Natural Laws nor Divine, Civil Laws 
may fright you ſomerimes from the Practice; for Atheiſts 
of all Men dore on their Skin, they love not ro make a 
publick intrado into the O/d-Bazly, nor to be carted in 
Ceremony ro Hide-Park-Corner. Bur then whar Govern- 
ment can be ſecure, when Subjects obey meerly for want 
of an Opportunity to rebel? And are only innocent when 
Intereſt forbids them to be gvilty ? 
Tybeom. This is an odious Subject, pray let us ſtep over 
it; Jam afraid you will turn Evidence, if Paſſion carries 
ou a little farther, and I may be put to the Exigence ot 
lving Difficulties at the Bar. I will now return an An- 
| ſwer to your moſt material Objection. You ſay, if there 
be no God, that Juſtice, Temperance, Modeſty and O- 
bedience flow from a meer Chymera; that Fiction, Im- 
poſture and Falfhood ſupport Society; this you ſtorm at, 
and throw it among the firſt Claſs of Abſurdities : But 
pray reflect, thar Ignorance - and Policy at Rome and 4- 
then (et up a Multiplicity of Gods, they carv d Idols ot 
all Sizes, and of all Creatures; they perſwaded the Vul- 
gar. thar their mure Statues puniſh'd Vice, and reward- 
ed Vertue. This Impoſture cheated many into. Juſtice, 


Chaſtiry and Obedience, You cannot deny bur Deiſts 


were 
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were imaginary, that they were as void of Senle, as of 
Reaſon, and were ſo far from being able either to protect 
their Proſelytes, or chaſtiſe their Enemies, that they could 
not defend themſelves. In fine, Sir, they were Nothing, 
yet theſe Nothing, theſe Chymera's ſcar d People into their 
Duty, and aw'd them into Heroick Flights of Morality. 
f the Perſwaſion of a God, (tho there be no ſuch Thing) 
works the ſame Effects, where lies the Abſurdity ? If 
Falſnood, two thouſand Years ago, gull'd People into 
Submiſſion, and wheedled them into Verrue, it may play 
dyer again the ſame Game in our Age; we are liable to 


Ignorance, as well as the Athenians or Romans, and what 


either quicken d their Hopes, or enliven'd their Fears, 
may make Impreſſion upon ours. a | 
Euſeb. I confeſs that the Perſwaſion of the ancient Pa- 
gans was erroneous, and falſe in particular, but not in 
general: They acknowledg'd a Deity who look d into 
Human Affairs, and who would once exact a ſtrict Ac- 
count of their moſt minute Actions; ſo far they were 
right, but then when they applied this Notion of a God 
to Stocks or Stones, to wicked Men or accurſed Demons, 
they deviated from Truth: The Principle therefore of 
theſe Men was true, viz. A God: But the Application of 
it to Jupiter, Mars or Venus was erroneous ; for theſe 
were Perſons of moſt profligate Morals : The firſt, an A- 
dulterer, the ſecond, a Murtherer, and the third, a moſt 
impudent Harlor. So that neither the Attributes of a Di- 
vinity, nor the Management of the World, nor the Ven- 
geance of ill Actions, nor the Reward of good ones be- 
long d to them. Now when Men abſtain'd from Immo- 
raliry out of Fear of offending God, or practis d Vertue 
out of Deſire to pleaſe him, they were not mov'd by this 
perſwaſion, that there was a ſupream Being, who hated 
ill and lov d good; and would puniſh that, and reward 
this, which univerſal Perſwaſion is moſt true; and Ver- 
tue that ſtands on this Principle, has no Chymera to ſup- 
port it: Indeed they cſapt the Divinity on Men, inveſted 
Devils with its great Prerogatives, and worſhip'd thoſe 
Gods of their own Inſtitution; and ſo blunderd abour 
the particular Subject of Adoration, notwithſtanding they 
retain'd the Notion of a Deity able to chaſtiſe the Wicked, 
and ſo had a kind of true Foundation of Political and 


Moral Vertue: But if there be no God, or if he mews 
| "4 himſelf 
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out Folly and Madneſs. 


A Gentleman of the Company enterrupted Euſebius, dit, 
ſaid he, I confeſs your Arguments have Force; they are 
Rational, and a Man muſt be very hard to pleaſe tha 
will not reliſh them. But unleſs our Souls are immortal, 
what Reaſon have Men either to love his Goodneſs, or 


himſelf up in Heaven, without entering into our Con; 
cerns, the very Foundation of all Probity, all Subordina. 
tion is falle and fictirious, and by conſequence, all Truſ, 
Commerce, Piety and Society are ſuſtain d by Impoſture 
and Forgery, which is an Opinion ſo unkind to our very 
Nature, and fo irrational, that no Man can abet it with. 


do fear his Severity? His Bleſſing muſt ſtop with our 
Breath, and his Curſes cannot overtake us in Eternit: 
For if.Death robs us of Life and Being, all our Hopes 
and Fears are at a ſtand: They diſappear with our laſt 
Sigh, and vaniſh into Nothing, So that the Doctrine of 
a God is not ſufficient alone to reform Mankind, and all 
Religion may be regarded as uſeleſs, or flung among the 
Ceremonies Divines term Dzophora ; for if my Soul be 


mortal, future Rewards are impoſſible, as well as 
ments: Why then ſnould I court Vertue at the Ex 


Tor- 
pence 


of preſent Satisfaction? Or withſtand Appetite wit 


h the 


Forfeirure of Pleaſure? Why ſhould I bridle Luft, or 
preſcribe Bounds ro my Ambition ? If neither Continence 
be regarded, nor Pride humbled ? For my part I own in- 


genuouſly, I ſhall make the beſt uſe of 


ime, till I am 


ſure there is an Eternity. I ſhall trim up my Houſe of 
Clay, and lay out my Stock on Reparations : My Paſſi 


ons ſhall hve ar Diſcretion, and range without 


If my Arguments convince you, that there is a 


Con- 
God 


(replied Euſebius) you cannot queſtion the Immortality 
of the Soul. God and the Immortality of the Soul, 
are Correlatives, and whatever Proof makes for the one 


eftibliſhes the other: For as I hinted above, If 


there 


be a God, he is juſt, and therefore crowns Vertue, and 
tevenges Vice: Now it is evident, that the Juſt often- 
ximes in this Life receive no Reward, and the Impi- 
ous no Puniſhment, therefore they muſt receive ir in the 
next ; therefore, our Souls muſt not die with our Bodies; 
therefore, they are Immortal, Again, if our Souls are 


Immortal, chere is a God, For ſyppoſing this noble 


Pre- 


rogatiye, 
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rogarive, Which way did the Soul come by it, but by the 
Goodneſs and Power of an infinite Agent? It can neither 
be the Effect of Matter, nor Motion; theſe Things are 
below the Level of a Spirit, they have neither Life nor 
Knowledge, how can they infuſe into another thoſe Per- 
{tions that are Strangers to themſelves? Did our Souls 
teal a Being from all Ererniry? Where were they before 
they enter d our Bodies? Who ordered my Soul to take 
Polſeflion of my Body rather than of another? Or where 
did it hover before it found the Settlement? I ſuppoſe F- 
thagoras's Metempſycofis is grown out of Faſhion in Europe, 
we ſend Souls no more on Expeditions of Knight-Erran- 
uy; they ſcorn to take up with Swine, or to lodge 
wich Camels and Elephants. If therefore they are im- 

WH mortal Spirits, you cannot avoid a Creator; neither Ha- 
nud, Motion or Matter can give us a geod Account of 

' WM their Origin. | 

1 Euſebius defir'd another Meeting the next Day, to put 

E 

e 


an End to the Conference. One Seſſion, ſaid he, addreſ- 

ing himſelf to the Company, will compleat the Work, 

and I defire your Preſence; I will only draw up in ſnort 
eue Sum of our Diſpute, that you may at one View ſee 
e the Strength of my Proofs, and the Weakneſs of my Ad- 
r Wl verfaries : And then, Theomachus, if (in ſpire of Light) 
e you reſolve to remain in Darkneſs (after I have detected 
- WH jour Errors) I'll piry your Obſtinacy. The Company 
m zccepred of the Appointment, and ſo broke up. Bur Theo. 
of WI machus, after mature Deliberation, thought beſt to wave 
the Interview ; he had been roo often foil'd ro venture a- 
nother Puſh : Beſides, he perceiv'd that ſome of the Gen- 
temen began ro waver: The Reaſons of Euſebius had 
done Execution; altho indeed none had declard for Re- 
ligion, many approv'd it; ſo that he fear d another Con- 
ference, with a ſhort Exhortation might derach ſome, 
and weaken his Party. And if the Succeſs of the Con- 
troverfie ſhould be put to Vote, he foreſaw nothing bur 
Shame for himſelf, and Victory for bis Antagoniſt : Bur 
the Matter being not determined (ſaid he to one of his 
Intimates) like thoſe who have a Suit depending, we 
may both pretend Right, and ſo we ſhall part Stakes. 


But to withdraw bandſomly, he ſent Euſebius this Let- 
der. | 


SIX 
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28 IN 1 0 
7 Am ſorry Neceſſity has forc'd me to diſappoint you to My: 
row; anunforſeen Affair requires my Abſence from Towy . 
tis both important and preſſing, ſo that I cannot retard m 
Departure one Day without great Prejudice to my Concery , 
and Danger to 4 Relation. I therefore diſengage my Wd 
and preſume you will excuſe and pardon my Incivility : Mhen 
I have rid my Hands of this troubleſome Accident, 
ce e $2152 Won may command, S I R, 
ie ORE Yours, 


Euſebiur read the true Deſign of Theomachus under his 
falſe Pretence; and eaſily perceiv d he retir'd to avoid 
both Conviction and Confuſion, and indeed it's hard to 
determine which he dreaded moſt. For he was jealous 
of his Honour to —— and obſtinate in Infidelity to 
Madneſs; ' Notwithſtanding Euſebius next Morning met 
the other Gentlemen at the Rendezvous, who were con- 
cern d at the ſudden Retreat of their Hero, yet ſome ex- 
cus d, tho others blam'd him. Euſebius addrefling him- 
ſelf ro the Company, ſpoke to this Purpoſe. | 


1 4 „ 2 4 8 8 


Fr e pe 
The Conclufion of the Conference. 
Gentlemen, 9 


WE meet to Day, to finiſh the Diſpure; and I thought 
; the Controverſie alſo, but the unexpected Retreat, 
would ſay Flight) of Theomachus has baffl d my Hopes, 
Had he not ſuſpected the Juſtice of his Cauſe, why did 
be ſo ſnamefully deſert it? J had no Deſign on his Ho- 
nour, but on his Impiery. I ſhould have diſclaim'd rhe 
Glory of Conqueſt, had he but acknowledged his Defeat, 
and abjur d an Error, that will at laſt ruin him, and thoſe 
who inconſiderately abett it. Nay, an humble Confeſſi 
on of the Truth had ſecur' d his Reputation from Oblo- 
quy; the Blemiſh had fallen on the Cauſe, not on bis 

it; but the Glory of Submiſſion to the Truth had been 
wholly m_ to his Candour and the Sincerity of his 


Temper. People had thrown the Reproach of Ay 
tr £7 - 2 l rarhe! 
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ather on the Miſinformation of his Underſtanding, than 
on the Perverſenels of his Will, ſo that he could only fear 


to be eſteem d more unfortunate than criminal: But this 


ungentile Flight lays him open to the Severity of Cen- 
ſure, and all underſtanding Men muſt neceſſarily con- 
clude, he wanted Abilities to defend a bad Cauſe, and 
Conſcience to diſown it. But I'll leave him to himſelf, 
and where can he be more uneaſie, than in his own Com- 
pany? Tho' he be without a God, he is not without 
Fear, and who can ſleep ſecure that harbours ſuch a Fury? 
Atheiſts (like rhe China Mandarins) are waited on by 
Hangmen, that puniſh their own Delinquencies : They 
can never avoid the Arreſt and Execution of their Con- 
ſciences, tho' they make a Sport of God, and a Diverſion 
of Crimes in publick, they are more ſerious in private; 
which is a ſhrewd Sign their Atheiſm is imaginary, tho 
their Impiery be real. A God or no God, Gentlemen, is 
an important Queſtion ; and thole who incline to the Ne- 
rative, would do well ro examin it with Care, with Study, 
with Coolneſs, and Impartiality, before they come to a 
inal Reſolution. When the Athenians heard of the Death 
of their mortal Enemy Philip the Macedonian, they were 
preſently for manifeſting their Joy by ſome publick Scene 
of Tolliry : Bur a Fellow among the Crowd bid em firſt 
be ſure he was Dead, leaſt one Day they might find him a- 
live by the Severity of his Revenge. The Atheiſt of all 
Men ſhould follow this wholſome, this prudent Advice 
ind nothing but a ſtrict Demonſtrarion can ſecure him: 
For all the plauſible Sophiſms in the World will never 
reſcue him from Danger; nor by conſequence his Electi- 
on from Folly : For ſo long as he is not demonſtratively 
ſecure, there is no Deity, for any thing he knows there 
bone; and if there be, he will certainly feel rhe Exi- 
ſence of that dreadful Majeſty he deny d, by the Rigour 
of his Juſtice : Ir's therefore our Intereſt ro believe there 
$a God; and to ſquare our Actions by this Belief ; for 
we can be no loſers by Credulity ; bur may be undone 
ternally by Infidelity : Indeed the Atheiſt is ſenſible e- 
nough his Caſe is deſperare, if there be a God, and if 
dne may believe him, wiſhes nothing more, than that ir 
were in his Power to credit his Being: Bur (ſays he) this 
the proper Work of Demonſtration : Evidence alone 
les the Judgment of which I am wholly — : 
ih | | ur 
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Bur this is a Blindneſs rather than an Excuſe : A perj 
Arrtifice to excire Compaſſion, or to hide Folly and Mad. 
neſs under the Dreſs of Sincerity. If they expect Mz. 
themarical Evidence, they will die Atheiſts, for ſuch 
Conviction is impoſſible, and that will only ſubmit to 
Proofs, of which the Matter is uncapable, ſhould rather 

urge than diſpute : He is fitter for Phyſick than Rea- 
on; and I would counſel him to ſhave. and air his 
Dean. 

Now let me deſire you, Gentlemen, by all that is dear, 
to take this Matter into Conſideration, it deſerves Time, 
Thought, and Reflection. The Queſtion is, Whether 
there be a God who Eternally rewards Vertue, and eier. 
nally puniſhes: Vice. What can be more important, 
than to be well inform'd on which Side of rhe Gontradi- 
Rion Truth lies ? If in the next world there be no high 
Court of Juſtice, no Judge, no Account taken either of 
Good or Evil: Why ſhould Men force Appetite ? Storm 
Inclination, or bridle Deſire? Why ſhould they forego 
the Enjoyments- of this Life, and ſell a preſent Satis- 
faction for a vain Expectation of a future Felicity ? 
But then if there be a God, Atheiſts are in ill Circum- 
ſtances, they muſt take leave of Life and Pleaſure toge- 
ther; and give a ſad Farewell to Delights. Their laſt 
Breath extinguiſhes Joy, and kindles a Flame not to con- 
ſume, but to torment them eternally, Their Muſick will 
end in Tears, their Pleaſure in Repentance, and their 
Repenrance in Deſpair. It's a doleful Caraſtrophe to be 
draggd from a Palace into a Dungeon ; and from the 
Embraces of a Dalilah into thoſe of everlaſting Flames, 
Whar Man in his Senſes would take the moſt glittering, 
and moſt gawdy Happineſs in the World, together with 
ſuch a'dreadful Reverſion of Torments ? Vet if there 
be Scientia in Exceſſis, Knowledge and Juſtice above 
(that is, a God) the Infidel Atheiſt will burn below; 
and feel the juſt Revenge of that powerful Majeſty he 
ſo obſtinately denyed. 2 2 

Nou, Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding thus, withdraw 
from Hurry and Paſſion, take off all Affection from the 
preſent ; divorce wholly from this World till you are 
ſure there is no ſuch thing as another. Argue with 
your ſelves thus: I belieye I am lawfully begotten ; J be- 


lieve I am baptiz'd; and never doubred of either. . 
a | 8 ave 
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[have the bare Teſtimony of my Mother for the Truth 
of the firſt, and perchance the ſole Authority of a Parſon, 
or a'Midwife for the Belief of the ſecond. But all Na- 
tions tell me there is a God as well as Ages: Why there- 
fore ſhall the Word of one Woman, or ot one Man, not 
only (way, but fix and ſettle my Judgment in thoſe 
Caſes, and not the Joint Teſtimony of all Men in this? 
cannot conremplare the petty Springs of a Watch, or 
the rude Contrivance of a Cabbin, but preſently che 
Sight leads me naturally to an Artificer. I cannot poſſi- 
bly aſcribe the Frame of either to blind Chance, or fatal 


LNeceiſity; and tho I fool my Underſtanding, and en- 


fave my Reaſon in a thouſand Occaſions, in this I can- 
not! They diſobey the moſt preſſing Commands of the 
Will, they pronounce boldly in ſpite of Practice and In- 
clination, that ſome Hand put the Wheels together, and 
raisd the Cottage. | 

The moſt ill ſhap'd Animal in the World, the moſt de- 
ſpicable Leaf are more finely contriv'd than all the Ma- 
chines, that ever Arr invented. If therefore the petty 
Fabrick of a' Watch, the unpoliſh'd Frame of a poor Cor- 
rage convince me they were made by the Hand of an Ar- 
tiicer, muſt I not confeſs this majeſtick Pile of the 
World, ſo vaſt, ſo various, ſo ſtupendious, was firſt con- 
tiv d by the Wildom, and then created by the Power of 
a moſt perfect Agent? If a leſs Motive ſways my Judg- 
ment, a greater may: And if my Aſſent be both firm 
and prudent in one Caſe, certainly it cannot be unſtable 
and imprudent in the other. A Child may make theſe 
Reflections; they are eaſy, obvious and convincing. 
Reaſon therefore and Intereſt plead ſtrongly againſt A- 
theiſm; and you cannot abett it without betraying both. 

Proſtrate (I beſeech you) your ſelves with bended 
Knees and bleeding Hearts before the Throne of that 
dread Majeſty you have ſo often provok'd by your Im- 
morality, and abjured by your Infidelity, Obſtinacy 
enflames his Juſtice ; but Tears exringuiſh ir. Ir's in 
your Power either to try the Weight of his Anger, or 
the Sweetnels of his Mercy. But if Atheiſm waits on 
jou to his Tribunal, you muſt expect nothing but Dam- 
nation, God's Greatneſs will frighr you, his Power will 


dilarm you, and his Juſtice erernally rorment you. In 


hire of Brayado's, Conſcience will not only act the — 
F | . 
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of an Accuſer, but of an Executioner alſo. It will jc: 
venge with Intereſt thoſe Rapes and Violences you have 


committed againſt it here, and turn thoſe kind Admoni. 


tions, you receiv d with Raillery into ſo many Inſtrument 
of Puniſhment. | a 

Gentlemen, dare you put theſe Things to a venture? 
Will you live in Infidelity, as unconcernedly, as if all the 
Terrors of another World were only frightful Dreams of 
Men awake ? or meer Productions of a feveriſh and 
diſcompos d Brain? Certainly I have made the Exiſtence 
of a God too clear to be thought Fancy or Viſion. And 
then I expect Prudence will not permit you to think it 
a Matter not to be regarded, whether you are eternally 
happy or miſerable. 

At leaſt if you are reſoly'd to play in this Life and to 
weep in the other, decoy not unwary Gentlemen into ſo 
Mad a Reſolution: Their Pains will not eaſe yours. If 
you plot againſt their Purſe, have no Deſign upon their 
Religion. Scoff them not our of their Creed, tho' you 
vheedle them out of their Eftates ; when you have (wept 
away theit preſent Stock, force them nor to make over 
their Title to Heaven. You can gain nothing by their 
Loſs ; for the ſame Time you railly them out of Heaven, 
you jeſt your ſelves into Hell. 

Beſides, were the Exiſtence of a God, the Truth of 
Religion doubrful, yet they ſhould be thought on with 
Seriouſneſs, and ſpoken of with Reverence ; for People 
pur a great Streſs on both. They look upon the Belief 
of a Deity, and the Practice of Religion here as neceſſa- 
xy for their Happineſs hereafter. They acknowedge it 
is not only their Duty, but alſo their Intereſt to believe 
a God, and to worſhip him. Methinks therefore it's 
a Breach of Civility, and a Failure in Breeding ; it's an 
Affront to Chriſtians as well as to their Maker to turn 
the Object of their Adoration into Sport and Diverſion, 
and their ExpeCtation into Romance. So that you can- 
not be prophane without being Clowns. Pray therefore 
(at leaſt for your Reputation s Sake) employ your Wits 
and Tongues on a more cteditable Subject. Certain) 
Wit is not grown ſo ſacrilegious, as not to be pleas d 
without polluting holy Things. A Man may be civil with- 
out Blaſphemy, and lay in a very fair Pretenſion to Inge- 
nuity without being guilty of Profaneneſs. 
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To draw towards an End; if you intend to ſearch Truth 
with Serenity and Candour, take leave of Drollery, 
rteach not down God, Religion and Sobriety, but treat 
with Reſpect rhoſe things Mankind reveres, for Men 
ſeldom honour what they ridicule ; much leſs will they 
xoſtrare themſelves to what they burleſque. Shake off 
therefore this buffooning Humour, and when the Tongue 
is brought under Diſcipline, the Heart will throw off 
all the Lets of Prejudice and Paſſion ; and then the Un- 


. * n 


d terſtanding diſengag'd from Violence, will eaſily ſub- 
; mit to the Force of thoſe Reaſons I have laid before 
| ou. . 

1 þ Butif you run on in a lewd Vein of Drollery and Im- 
bey. che moſt perſwaſive Arguments in the World will 

never work upon you; you'll certainly ſport your ſelves 

0 mo Damnation, and fink down laughing into Hell, But 
c then thoſe Flames that Conſume Mirth, will awake De- 
| pair. You'll begin to be both ſerious and wiſe, when 
will be too late to be ſo. Oh, how fooliſh, how im- 
u BY ocudentis ir to deny a Deity in this World, and to believe 
Pt one in the other! To live Atheiſts in Londen, and The- 
in Hell! 
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man Inſtructed, 1 
Received by 2 Aebi 11 pas 
85 fume to 2 the Third 
to the Favour of their Frotection. 
FS * mw L gh your, as well as 

younger ers the great Fatrons; t 
oe unable to break through the Oppoſition of Gai 
pitbout the ſupport of 421707 and ſo are bens 
quity becauſe no body will aud in their my 
vw at preſent Prejudice and Cenſure rum hi 
(vhat 35 w 72 ont of their proper Channel. | 

* + Nader meet with 3 and 2 
obation, We ſquare our Fudgments by our 
Gn , ſo that it's ad Ter Aſen who declare far 
Tice vill never reliſh a Lecture of Morality. No, no, 
when a Book condemns our Bebauiour, we the 


er 
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it were lawful with Mr. Hobbs, to controul Reaſon 
| when —— 5 3 controul us 
I therefore- that Libertines and Debauche 

will take Ck” a "the Freedom of theſe Papers, : 
well as at the Subject; and that p ſſibly they may d. 
charge a Volly of Reproaches upon the S utbor; for in 
a burry Paſſion miſtakes a Friend for a Foe, and fall 
as l on thoſe who come to our Reſcue, as on thoſe 
who intend our Ruin; but the beſt on t is, the Force 
of their Weapons anſwers not the Strength of their 
Malice, for alas, a Feſt makes a weak Thruſt and a 
Surcaſm a bald and ſober Men ſeldom condemn a 
Book becauſe Libertines burleſque it; for the Opinion | 
of ſuch Fndges is always fu / pected of . Partiality, and | 


Jo neither be a Credit to a Cauſe, nor a great Mis but 
forts. 3 | fi / 1 e 
V bo Commiſem this Euſebius, (ſaid a Spark) to Ee 
tutor all Mankind? to laſh our Vailures ? to expuſe at 


our Perſons to Reproach and Infamy ? Muſt be pedant fm 
it over bis, Betters, aud revile Quality at Diſcretion? WM 5" 
bas he not fript us bf our Robei, and ſbomn us in di- the 
ſhabile' to the Rabble ? firſt to render us cheap aud Ml ® 
deſpicable, and then to entertain the Publick at our 
Expences * Tho we . are Lewd why muſt we appear Ml 4c 
Little? Tho we forfeit our Innocence, we have right for 
to Reſpe@'; the Gentleman wants Breeding, and bis WW + 
' Perſon ſbould he brought to Pennance as well as his Pen, We 
"* hy, Good Sir, all this Heat ( ſaid I) I con Va 
you to flifle your Reſentment, unleſs you can diſarm this 
pretended Adberſary, confute bis Evidence, or den f 
the Charge; for after all, tho People abandon Vertue, 
few have the Impudence to burleſque it; its Inter the 
# not quite ſunk; Conſcience and Shame bave not li 1 
all footing ; and tho it be not uncreditable to commit 
an ill Action, is infamons, at leaſt, to defend it. If the 
the Gentleman's _— challenges not Thanks, Ian t 
fire it "deſerves not Reviling ; it - ſhould firike on Ce 
ſome parks of Repentance, and not kindle w—_— of 
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Anger. He tells you, you poſt on to Danmation, and 
defires you to ſtop. Is it ſuch an Incivility to inter- 

e? Did we ſee a blind Man upon the brink of a 
Papi, ſhould we not admoniſb him of the danger, 
and ſpeed to his afiftance ® — - W. 

Toung Gentlemen, hoodwinkt by Paſfion, and faſci- 
nated by the bewitching blandiſhments of Senſual Plua- 
ſures, take not only the moſt eaſie, but the ſhorteſt Road 
to endleſs Torments, be cries out ſtop, and you que- 
ſion bis Commiſſion, and formalize upon the legality 
of bis proceeding. Tour Danger (dear Sir) on the 
one fide, and Charity on the other, are his Warrant. 
Nay, and the Principles of that Religion you proſtitute 
to Lewdneſs, are his Fuſtification and Protection. 

Indeed he has drawn ſome diſproportioned Characters, 
but the fault lies not in the Painter but in the Original; 
the Gentleman had no intention to provoke any Mans 
Reſentment, or to expoſe his Perſon; he hath blended 
a thouſand different Faces together, ſo that this Confu- 
jon of Features and Complexions will conceal the Ori- 
gals, In ſhort, Sir, I counſel you rather to mend 
than to orm: If you will not apply the Remedy, thank. 
at leaſt the Gentleman that preſents it. 

But however the Spark would come to no Terms of 
Accommodation with Euſebius, he wonld poſt him up 
for a Pedant, and proviounce him a preſumnig Coxcomb 
in all Places and all Company. Thu this poor Man 
overlookt not hing in Il. nature or worſe Manners, aud 
rain d bis Reſent ments to all the berghts of Folly and 
Madneſs, but he fanſyd in Euſebius's Character he 
ſ bis on; and ſo to clear his Complexion and 
brighten his Features be would break the Glaſs ;, as if 
the Deformity lay in the Medium, and not in bis Face. 

Thus ſome People attack Goodneſs under every form 
they give Vertue no Quarter, and Vice no Diſturbance 
they baue baniſht Godlineſs from practice, and will 
"ot fler it to appear even upon Paper No, no, 
Conſcience muſt have no —_— and God no * 

5 i 


| 
| 
| 


| phat be 


i 
. The way ta Virtw by ths ( Jays Seneca ) i 


tentimes damps 


5 Curreſpondeuce with God, without breaking M all Con. l 
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ig. Gertaznly in theſe Men's opinions Hell is a 
797 on, and Heaven of T — | Er 
- "But, Gentlemen, I hope the ſober part of you wil 
receive this Preſent with more iy and if you 
cannot reſolve to imitate the Pattern, I am Confident 
you. will at leaſt commend it. I have mingled his 
Hions with his Precepts ; and ſo have at the ſan; 


8 before you 4 Scheme of his Pra@ice, and Gi 


au Eſſay 4 bis Documents; you will at one View ſe; 

d, and read what he taught; aud then v. 
conclude, Gentlemen are far gone in Wickedneſz, 
b Reaſon and Example are unable to recover en. 


long, by Exazple Hort; this affeds more ſtrongly tba — 
ion; it eulivens our Spirits, and prepares en 
Alion; the L of hazardous Enterprizes . 
age and + py Bravery it ſelf 
but when we ſee Men undertake it with Valour, tl 1: 
came off with Succeſs, we era the Hero, and applaud 
the Adion : We then conclude that things are jejibls 
Bat ſeem tmpaſivle, and that N the very Di 
Fulty lies more in the Fancy than in the Attempt. 
Fleſh and Blood paint Vertue in a frightful Dreſs, 
and the Duties of a Chriſtian in the Garb of a Fm; 
they ſeem Monſters to the Nobility, more fit to be ga- 
ved an than. practiſed, and ratber ſcare than invite 
Euſebius bas diſcovered the Impoſſure, and unmasbi 
the Axtifice; be. has canuinc'd the World by Fractia H 
that Vertue bas nothing hideous but a falſe Vizor, and, 
that the Duties of a Chriſtian are no Nuiſance ; that, 
aur. Maker never intended, to bind us up to diſaduan- 
tage, nor to turn our Duty into our Mosfortune. ThiMne i 
Ofc a Chriſtian iu this great Man interfered not Hl 
ith that of a Gentleman; his Behaviour was hand. N Ai 
* and bis Carriage religious; be kept up a continua Ne, 


mace with Men. In a ward, be lived both a Gentle , 
may and a Saint; loved by moſt, aud admired 2 177 
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DIALOGUE L 
Img Gentlemen ars diſſwaded from a Town Life. = 


H O' the Diſpute was over, the Contro⸗ 
verſe went on. Theomachus was indeed 
too weak to keep his Ground, but too 
ſtubborn to ask Quarter. He durſt not 
* boaſt of Victory, and would not acknows 
1 ledge his Defeat; ſo that in concluſion he 
ws willing ro draw Stakes, and confeſs d that both 
mintain d their Poſt with equal Reſolution. In fine, 
aid he with a Smile) Euſebius and I fought here, as our 
fllies and French at Lugara: Both are Conquerors, and 
oh overcome. I give him leave to clap his Wings, if 
ell permit me to crow. + : | 
Neandor was prelent at the Diſpute, and by good For- 
ne in the Company, when Theomachus bolred out this 
Walomontade. His Confidence was extraordinary, and 
ls Air unuſually pretemling. Paſſion fluſh'd in Neander's 
ae; and almoſt broke out at his Tongue. He had no 
ind to renew the Combat; for ke knew Atheiſts ever 
tn Smiles for Reaſon, and keep their Ground rather 
y dint of Forehead than Argument. However, not to 
18 — Ge ns L perceive 115 
| 4 e 
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he) you have run in a Circle, taken many Steps, but tid 


toc 

no Ground; you are juſt where you were in ſetting on M Fo 
Hecauſe, for aug ht you know, there may be a God, and the; lay 
you are a mad-man by demonſtration. | Fe: 
I have told you, reply'd Theomachus, God is an ain | 
Being, the Child of Faney, and Spawn of Imagination by 
a Bugbear to awe Fools, and fright Children; and if E (tc 
ſebius has hectored much on this Subject he has proved cla 
larle. For, Sir, I diftinguiſh between Flouriſh and Ar. E. 
gument, between ſtarcht Cant, and ſolid Reaſon. Br: 
It may be ſo (anſwer d Neander.] But if his Reaſon cot 

r a God come not up to Evidence, yours for no God (by bu 
your own copy tb ſhort of Demonſtration,” Fo | 
in a word, Sir, 't's 4 drawn Battle, -Ir's therefore no le Re 
probable there is a God, than that there is none; and by anc 
conſequence you muſt commence Fool, to remain an 4 cot 
theift. 1 1 ſia 
Theomachus was pincht for an anſwer, and therefore he lig 
retreated to the laſt Retrenchment of baffled Libertinen car 
Railery and Satyr. For you muſt know theſe Gentlemen an, 
bite, when they cannot ſpeak to the purpoſe; and laugh Co 
down thoſe Arguments they cannot reaſon out of Coun 45 
JJ... 27 = het HT: | 
-* Your Logick, young man, (laid he) is as callow fro 
your Chin, and your Underſtanding as ſoft as your Beata pot 
Leave Philoſophy to thum the Grammar, rub over P. he 
pria que Maribus before you venture on Divinity; you up 
Intellect is pen-feathered; too weak-wing'd to ſoar lol con 
high: a Dog or a Racer, are more proper entertainmeni his 
for your Age, than God. And I preſume you are mor op! 
able to judge of Wine than of Theological Niceries. dr 
_ Nay, (ſaid Neander) if Age be the ſtandard of SenleM int 
and Arguments are meaſured not by Mood and Figure | 
but Beards, then certainly all the Advantage lies on youlſ qu 
fide ; but under favour (Sir) Beards and Reaſon go noi fou 
always together. Ape is not the Meaſure of Truth andi Di 
Falſhood. Threeſcore may be in the wrong, and Twen for 
ry in the right: Fling therefore Years out of the Queſt An 
on, and come up cloſe to the Point. Bur Theomaciu reſ 
thought fir to drop the Controverſie, and withdrew, while Ne 
rhe way lay open for a Retreat. The Difficulty pinchtW da. 
and he had no colourable Anſwer in reſerve. And ther do 
fore being in no condition ro withſtand his Adverſary, b U. 


[00k 
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took rhe liberty to contemn him. And indeed, this perry 
Policy is a wonderful Relief ro a finking Courage. It 
lays 4 varniſh. of Generoſity on Cowardice, and gives 
Feat the Colour of Good- nature. 

Theomachus was no more for drawn Battels, he ſaw that 
by drawing Stakes he ſhould loſe the Ser. And therefore 
(to cry up his Party, and his expiring Credit) he pro- 


claim'd himſelf Conquerour, and his Adverſary defeated.” 


Euſebius ( (aid he) is ſlipt into the Country to air his 
Brains, and to throw off the Chagrine that always diſ- 
compoſes routed Generals. He dares not keep the Field, 
but cantons his ſcatter d Forces in Villages. 

Euſebius indeed had bid adieu to the Town, with a 
Reſolution never to return. He was ſick of Company, 
and more of thoſe Follies he could neither endure, nor 
cortect. He could not without Indignation behold Chri- 
ſtians lead the lives of Pagans, and prophane the beſt Re- 
gion with the fouleſt Crimes. Nhat pleaſure (ſaid he) 
can a Chriſtian take in a place where Vice rides in Triumph, 
and Vertue groans in a Dungeon; where Goodneſs lies under 
Contempt, and Irregularity receives Applauſe ; where the beſt 
Addions are lampoon d, and the worſt deified ? CS 

Neander rid over to his Houſe, five mile only diſtant 
from the Town. He informed him of Theomachus's Com- 
portment ſince his retreat, with what an Air of Confidence 
he proclaim d his Victory: That the Cabal began to hold 
up their Heads and crow: That Atheiſm had almoſt re- 
covered of its Wound, and began to walk abroad. That 


his Preſence might ſtop the Evil his Abſence would give 


opportunity to ſpread. That Theomachus would. with- 
draw at his arrival, and carry his Poiſon and Impudence 
into the Country. 

Alas! (reply'd Euſebius) Dear Neander, you are unac- 
quainted with the Temper of Atheiſts, It's eaſie ro con- 
found em, but almoſt impoſſible to convert em, their 
Diſeaſe lies in the Heart, not in the Head. Their Miſ- 
fortune takes its riſe from Obſtinacy, not Ignorance. 
And how can you reaſon a Man out of Infidelity, who 
reſolves ro remain in it againſt Reaſon ? Libertiniſm, 
Neander, is a bewitching thing, when it gets the Aſcen- 
dant ; twill improve Ignorance for an excuſe of Free- 
dom; caſt Conlcience into a Lethargy, and bribe the 


Underſtanding againſt our own. Intereſt, In a word, 
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2 Sin ſeldom forgiven in this World, and never in the 
Other. | 
Atheiſm (reply d Neander) is not the only Vice of the 
Town, other Sins ſeem free of the City; and Men en. 
dea vour to dilate the Malignity, and to keep the Diſor. 
der in countenance. If People have the face to preach 
up Ungodlineſs in Diſcourſe, and Practice plant Ja a. 
gainſt it; good Counſel, back d by Example, may do as 

much execution upon Vice, as bad upon Vertue. In the 
next World, indeed, Mens Wills are either fixt in Good 
or Evil, but in this they may paſs from one Extreme to the 
- Other. Beſides, all are not fo charm d with Sin, as to per. 
{wade themſelves it deſerves no Puniſhment, nor ſo out 
of conceit of Vertue as to diſcard it of all Reward : theit 
Mis fortune ſprings rather from Weakneſs than Malice; 
from youthtul Heat, than from Infidelity. Time will 
coal their Blood, and Inftruction may inform their Un- 
derſtanding, and when this is diſabus d, the Will ſhakes 
off the Enchantment. ; 

What can Advice (ſaid Euſebivs) ſigniſie ro thoſe, who 
are always more red to curſe, or ridicule the Adviſer, 
than to practiſe rhe Counſel ? To thoſe who are uma d 
by Effeminacies, and even nailed to Ill-habits? They 
are without Confcience, without Principles, how will 
you come at them? You may almoſt as ſoon preach 
down a Hurricane, or declaim a Tempeſt into a Calm, 
as counſel a bad Man into a good one. Whilſt we frame 

ill Notions of the Future State, our Lives will hardly be 
regular. What hope of recovery when the Patient dotes 
on the Diſeaſe, when he flies in the Face of the Doctor, 
and ſuſpects every Cordial to be a Doſe of Arſenick of 
Rats- bane? In a word, the Malignity of the Fever works 
up to Madneſs ; and, like fome Bedlams, they ſuppoſe 
themſelves the Wiſdom of the Nation. 

I ſuppoſe, indeed. that all who throw up their Inno- 
cence, and” pawn Heaven for Pleaſure, have not quite 
taken leave of Religion, or diſmiſs d Principles; but they 
have Moles and the Prophets, Paſtors and Teachers: | am 
not Curate-General, nor intend to intetfere with another's 
Function: Thoſe who tend the Sick are often {truck with 
the Infection, and the Doctor what cures his Patient ſome · 
times dies of his Diſtemper. 
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What! (ſaid Neauder with a Smile) you are on guard 
zgainft rhe Infection of the Town : Surely you have out- 
hd Temptarion. Age has ſo congeaf d your Blood, that 
nothing but a Chriſtmaſs-block is able ro thaw it. Neithet 
the World nor Devil can work up thy Humours to Irre- 
mular ty. Thy Paſſions (like Serpents in a Froſt) drop 
their Venom ; they move withour Vigour, and almoſt 
without Life : They are ſo far from capering, that like 
Criminals in Tramels, they can ſcarce ſtand To have 
one Foot in the Grave, and the other in the Bordel is un- 
uſval, Few Men, like ena, burn within, when they 
gre Snow without. A white Head and a glowing Heart 
ſeldom meer. 

No Man (reply'd Euſebius) is ſecure, and therefore all 
ſhould ſtand upon the Qui va la, Age, indeed, is lefs 
expos'd, than Youth, but it's not above danger; and I 
have known ſome carry. their Diſorders on to fourſcore. 
They ſpurred on Nature jaded by Age, and rid down 
by a long Courſe of Excelles, till it ſunk under the Bur- 
then, and went off the Stage both with Shame and Sin, 
corn d by Men, and tormented by the Omniporent. 

Its therefore our Duty to withdraw from ill Example, 
and not ro come within fight of Occafions. Like the Ba- 
disk they kill with their very ſight, and the Poiſon is too 
quick for a Remedy. Fly therefore, Dear Neander, the 
Town; Temptation, ſeconded by Youth, and ſharpened 
by Idleneſs, will be too hard for Precept. Lot found 
Gafery in the Country, and bis Wife, Death for looking 
back upon the unfortunate City. God has left this fad 
Example for a Caveat ta Poſterity, to have any commerce 
with Sinners, leſt by Converlation we eſpouſe their 
Crimes, and partake of their Puniſhment. 

And indeed when young People fix in Town, they glean 
up its Vices, and continue the Practice, till their Eſtates 
founder, and their Bodies fink under the Weight of their 
Diſorders. Unthinking Creatures ! they ſport in the 
Camp at their Enemies; Danger ſurrounds them, and 
what is worſe, either —. or unregarded. Temptati- 
on aſſaults them nor with the Violence of an Enemy, but 
the Careſſes of a Friend. This throws them off their 
Guard, dilarms Cautions, and gives them up to the Go- 
vernment of Careleſneſs, ſo that they ſurrender without 
reftance, and ſigh in Ferters before they dream of an 

Enemy. 
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Enemy. Nay, one would think they loſt their Wits with 
their Liberty, and commenc'd Fools the ſame moment 
they become Slaves. For they fanſie themſelves the only 
free Subjects in the Nation, becauſe they are not coop! 
up between four Walls. And dote on their Capriviry, 
becaule they hector in Taverns, and rattle in gilt Coach. 
es. But alas! theſe pleaſing Fancies, are the effect of 3 
dozing Opiate of the Devil's Malice, not of his Kindneſs: 
He regales his Friends, as the Indians do their Slaves, 
meerly to prepare them for Slaughter. | 
Now theſe Men turned into Senſe are unqualified fot 
good Counſel, you may as ſoon reaſon a Swine our of 
the Mire, as theſe into Sobriery and Temperance, They 
carry on their Brutalities in ſpight of all the Sermons they 
hear, and make over the Lord's' Day to the Devil. 

We have indeed Committees for the. Improvement of 
Piery as well as for that of Trade. And ſo have made 
Proviſions for the Intereſt of God, no leſs than for that 
of the Nation. But alas! if our Cenſors deſerve Cenſute, 
Reformation will be at a ſtand, their Example will do 
more Execution on Vice than their Office : and their 
Practice would carry on more heartily the Interelt of 
Vertue, than their Commiſſion. A Man that flings 
his Eftate into his Miſſes Lap, will nor be fined our of her 
Company with forry Shillings ; and he who leaps over 
the Laws of God, will ſcarce boggle at Act, of Parlia- 
ment. 

In fine, Neander, our Town Sparks are a monſtrous 
Generation, a kind of Centaur, half Man and halt 
Beaſt. They have the Shape of the Firſt, and all the 
Brutality of the Second ; they follow. the Stream of In- 
clination like Beaſts ; they chop at any thing that grati- 
fies Senſe. Bur then they {witch on Nature, and here 
they leave the Beaſt to play the Fiend. Immortal Spi- 
rirs ſeem tied to all the infamous Impreſſions of Fleſt 
arid Blood, and bind themſelves Slaves to the Devil in 
this Life, for Pleaſure in hand, and Eternal Torments in 
reverſion. | 

| Had you a Vote in the Houſe, or a Place at the Board, 
( ſaid Neander) you would be for a Proclamation to 
clear the Town of all the young Gallants above Fifteen 
and under Thirty: 


When 
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When a Gentlemans Buſineſs (reply d Euſebius) lies 
in Town, I would not have him take Coach for the 
Country. For at ſuch a diſtance Things would not go 
on kindly. The Man and his Buſineſs, like Man and 
Wife, muſt live together: ſeparate Dwellings require a 
ſeparare Maintenance. Now when we double Expences, 
Accounts ſeldom run even: Thole who have Offices at 
White-hall, may take up Lodgings in Spring-Garden or 
Palmall ; who intend to build a Fortune upon the Law, 
may take up in the Inns of Court: and if they are for 
Trade, they may pack off ro Wapping or Cbeapſide. 

But I confeſs, I would not have thoſe come nearer 
than Hamſtead or Hunſlow-heath who have no other Buſi- 
ſneſs than Diverſion ; for they will certainly idle away 
their Time, Mortgage their Souls to the Devil, and their 


Eſtates ro Miſſes, Vintners, and Lawyers, 


Idleneſs, dear Neander, is a dangerous Diſeaſe under 
all the Elevations ; bur ir's Mortal at London, Ir's nor 
only the Mother but the Miſtreſs of Vice. Multam enim 
malitiam docuit otiofitas, Eccluſ. Chap. 43. A Man that 
has nothing to do, has leiſure to do any thing: he lies 
open to all Temptations, and what is worſe, is unprepa- 
red for a Defence; like a diſmantled Town he falls into 
the hands of the firſt Invader, | 

Indeed ar his firſt arrival Buſineſs flows in upon him : 
One would think he ſat at the Helm, and ſteered the 
weighty concerns of the Engliſh Monarchy. The firſt 
Secretary of State is in a leſs hurry on Poſt Days, and 
ſends about fewer Diſpatches. For you muſt know he 
ſubpatzna's Sempſtreſſes, Taylors, Barbers, and Coachmakers, 
to appear at his Levee, one would fanſie this Hereroge- 
nious Juno took into conſideration ardua Regni Negotia, 
they play at pro and con with ſuch Heat and Commotion. 
Now all this noiſe is nothing but a Learned Debate upon 
the Modes of the Town, and an advantageous mixture of 
Colours. He is for Delicacy and exactneſs of Fancy, for 
nothing rawdry and mechanick, flaunting, or ill matcht. 


And Doctors are divided upon the point: But all agree 


to bubble the Squire, For it's a kind of Poſtulatum a- 
mong the Beaus, that nothing is Modiſh that is not Dear; 
nay the goodneſs even of Snuff riſes with the price. and 
Tobacco at ſive Guineas the Pound, is twenty times better 


than the ſame at a Crown, 
F * of I knew 
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I knew a Spark that fat a whole Morning in a cloſe 
Committee with a Barber: Now this mighty conſulta. 
tion was about a Perriwig, He ſhew'd him Twenty, but 
one was too Long, another too Sh.rt 3 this too Full, that 
too Thin: ar laſt, $i-7ah, (ſays che youngtter) make me 4 


Smart Wig, a Smart one, ye Dig. The Fellow bleſt bim. 


felf ; he had heard of a Smart Nag, a Smart Man, &c, 
bur a Smart Wig was Chneſe ro the Tradetman, How. 
ever nothing would pleale his Worſhip, but Snare Show, 
Smart Hats, and Smart Cravats : within two Days he had 
a Smart Wiz, with a Smart Price in che Box. The tra 
is he nad been bred ap with the Groom), and tran{plamed 
the Stab e dia ect into rhe Dteſſing- Room. 

Was he 2 Gentleman, ſaid Neander? A Gentleman, an. 
ſwer d Buſebius; ves of a Family more Ancient than the 
Norman, or $Saxen Conqueſt: He was of the L Fools of the 
North, allied to the Eldeft branch of the LA Fools of Eſſex. 

Now let us ſuppoſe his Equipage Compleat, and his 
Grand concern over; his next Bufmeſs is to confute 700“ 
Aphoriſm, Man is born toe Labeur. No, he is a thing 
made meerly for Sport and Plealure ; he fanfies God has 
alſign'd him no other Implovment than to live at Ran- 
dom, without Law, without Reftra'int. And altho' God 
has given every part of the Creation a convenient poſt, 


he ſeems a Mute placed in view meerly for Light and 


Parade. You muſt nor therefore wonder I attempt not 
to define his Calling, ſeeing he will not prerend to any. 

One weighty Affair calls upon him every Morning, 
| viz. how he ſhall Saunter away the Day, This is a moet 

— and requires plodding and application, and indeed 

d wells upon the ſubject till a conſiderable part of the 

day is paſt, before he can take a final relolution how to 

paſs it. Nay with leſs pains he might have employ d the 

_ Day well, than in the very deliberation of ſpending 
t m. , 

For pray imagine not the practice of any Chriſtian ver- 
tue falls under debare, where he ſhall hear Prayers, or 
where a Sermon. Alas ! rhoſe duties lie below the Sphere 
of 2 Gentleman who prerends to the Garb and Freedom 
of the Town; he might have difchargd them in his 
Country Pariſh, without the expence of a flaunting equi- 
page, or the farigue of a tedious Journey. And you 
may take this for a Principle, that devetion never 
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{rung Man to Town, nor gave him a Surſeit of rhe 
e Country. Liberty, pleaſure, and downright Debauche- 
J alure him rhirher ; theſe con mand him, as God did 
* abam, to torſake Houſe and Relations to turn Tenant, 
* do be was Lord and Proprietor in the Country. 
4 The M rning is divided between the Pillow and the 
Teylet, and this is the moſt Important as well as the 
moſt Innocent employment of the Day. The folly is 
much greater than the Sin: for what can be more fooliſh 
dan for a Man to eſponle the weakneſs of a Woman? to 
uke pains to be laught at? to drain his Pocket to make 
limſelf cheap, and ridiculous > However you may with 
more eaſe harangue a Peacock out of his brains, than a 
Town Spark our of his gaudry: he will appear in print, 
and conyince the World, that Finery and Folly are near 
allied. SAR ; 
And now his Friends Crowd in to give him the. boy 
jour ; theſe are a kind of partie bleju, that marode upon 
new comers, with Commiſſion from indigence and neceſ- 
try. They have rioted away their Conſcience, mer and 
diced away their Eſtates, and now graze upon the Com- 
mon. Their honeſty runs lower than their Pockets, and 
their Confidence over-ſhoors Impudence. Their Crimes 
ae as publick as their Debts, and their Religion keeps 
pace wich their Morals ; they Scorn to fling even a Var- 
iim oyer the feuleſt diſorders, and will not go to the 
expence of civil Hypocriſy. In fine, they are a blemiſh 
to their Family, a nuiſance to the Town, and a Scandal 
to Converſation. : 
ed. Tbeſe Sparks like the Steward in the Goſpel, canoe 
ve D, and will not Beg, and altho' Adam was condemned 
* to live by the Sweat of his brows, they reſolve to make 
9 a Figure by chat of their Conſcience. At the firſt fighr of 
ing M2 raw Gentleman, they fly at him like a Vulture at the 
ling quarry, and for the ſame end alſo, to prey firſt upon his 
** Verve, then upon his Money; how many Nets do they 
„to enſnare the Squire, and knave themſelves ? they 
Jan ply bim with Viſits, ſtudy his Temper, and ſtrike in 
revs Wh his Inclination. They Swear his wit is without 
.. Wh Parallel ; his behaviour above imitarion ; that 4 je ne 
ſeey quoy runs through every motion, which charms and 
altoniſhes. In fine, that he is the very top of his Species, 
The poor Gentleman, unpractiſed in the dialect of the 


Town, 
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Town, takes theſe Compliments for content; he ſuppoſes l 
himſelf in Yorkſhire, where the Tongue and the Hear: f 
go together, where Thought and Words look the ſame d 
way. Now this City- incenſe ſends out a moſt grateful i 
Flavour, bur it is too ſtrong for a Country Brain. b. 
turns his Head, and {moaks him out of ſenſe and reaſon - MM ut 
he fanſies himſelf a Cubit higher; he walks in the Clouds; be 
and values himſelf not by the pound, but (like Diamonds) N 
by the Carat. | * ea 
In a word, he flings himſelf into their Arms; and gives le 
himſelt up to their Direction. And then you may be the 
ſure, he meets with the Fate of the Sheep in the Fable, l 
Who diſmiſs the Dogs to graze under the Protection of Ml bis 
the Wolves; for a Libertine is a Devil once removed, n 
or at leaſt his Deputy; nay, he is ten times more mil. ¶ bec 
chievous by Proxy, than in Perſon. People of themſelves Ml bs 
are prone enough to Lazineſs, Lewdneſs and Extrava- Deb 
gance, but theſe add biaſs ro Nature; they provoke 
Paſſion by precept, and wher Apperite by the Charms of MW boat 
Glory and Reputation; they ſchool him out of all the 4 
Revelations in the Goſpel, and debauch him in Principle orde 
and Practice; for Scepticks have faint Notions of God, MW "bo 
and conſequently. none of Conſcience ; they have ng 
reliſh of Verrue, and lie under no moral Reſtraints from en tt 
hope or fear: So that they have nothing to do, but to itt 
indulge their Inclinations, to gratifie Senſe, to fill their 
Pockets with one Hand, and to empty them with the Iemf 
other. Now to take in a Gentleman's Money, you muſt i Wich! 
firſt beat down all Principles of Morality, you wuſt 
draw a Scheme of Gentility by the Rules of Epicure; 
and if you can perſwade him he is only free of the Town, 
when he has diſcharged Conſcience and ſent back Reli- 
ion into the Country, you may rook him out of biz 
ſtate with the ſame Facility you have raked him into 
debauchery. nile bo | 
For this reaſon they rake care to inform him of all the 
Embelliſhments of a Town-Gentleman , without any 
mention of the duties of a Chriſtian. They tell him that 
Wit is the beſt quarter in a Gentleman's Eſcutcheon, and 
that he muſt bid fair fot a place among the Vireueſoes, but 
that Profaneneſs is the ſhorteſt cur to this Preferment, 
and the. beſt Standard of Senſe and Breeding, (id ef 
his Wir muſt be as wretched as his Manners: Wh 


he 
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ke is pinch'd for a Reaſon, he muſt bolt out a Jeſt ; bat 
firs well enough on a pedant, this on a Gentleman, provi- 
ded ir be tipt with Impudence and pointed with Bold. 
neſs ; that he muſt beware of that vulgar Error Religion, 
hecauſe ir cramps Freedom, * the Spirits, and coops 
up Liberty in a ſtrait Compaſs; that he muſt be ſure ro 
de out of the reach of Scruples, and above the Follies of 
Remorſe. Now ſuch Principles, driven on by Example, 
alily lead him into Exceſſes; and theſe help on the — 
lef of the Doctrine; ſo that by a kind of mutual Priority 
the one ſerves for a Vehicle to the other. 

Indeed at the beginning Debauchery lies hard upon 
his Stomach; he pukes and is crop-fick ; bur Practice 
and Wine carry off the Diſtemper, and then the Soul 
becomes caſe-hardened; he is ſo far from bluſhing ar 
his diſorders, that he thinks ambition a Reputation for 
Debauchery ; he charges himſelf with falſe Impieties, 
ind uſurps Wickedneſſes he is only guilty of by his 
boäſting. 

And now being fleſhr in Sin, he bounds from one diſ- 
order to another, and turns not only a Day, but the 
whole Year into a mad ſort of Bacchanalia. Other 
Trades have ſome Weeks of a Vacation, but his go 
on the very Sundays; and generally his Profaneneſs rikes 
with the Holineſs of the Day. His firſt jaunt is to a 
Treating-houſe ; here he treſpaſſes upon all the Rules of 
Temperance and Sobriery ; he overcharges his Stomach 
vith Ragouſts, and his Head with Wine; Appetite runs 
way with Reaſon, Senſualiry with ſhame, and he fan- 
les he only drinks like a Man, when he finks into the 
traſt, Men ſhould eat and drink to live, bur he inverts 
the Primitive Inſtitution, and ſeems only to live for the 
ſuisſaction of his Pal:te : He would never die, yet plun- 
ws into Exceſſes as if Life were a burden, for he is 
fever well till he falls ſick of a Surfeir, and almoſt our 
of his Wits, till he has drowned them in Claret. 

From the Table he removes to play, and leaves the 
Glals to handle the Dice; when a Gentleman has drunk 
Way his Reaſon, he generally flings his Money after it, 
Wor he cannot juſtifie himſelf ro the Faſhion, nor keep up 
d the Character, unleſs his Purſe be as light as his Head; 
abe is haunted by a Brigade of Sharpers who ply ar 
is Pocket, and give no more quarter to his CR 

a , than 
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Than to their own Conſcience. They cruiſe upon Gen: 
tlemen like Parties in Flanders upon Paſſengers, Po. 
verty, and Luxury ſeal their Commiſſion; and what 
they ſeize by one Crime they throw away by another, 


One would take em for Craſſuss by their Expences, and 


for Curpurles by their filſning. 

Ar firſt they ſuffer him to win, to invite him to loſe, 
and by good luck decoy him into bad ; bur then the 
Wind chops into another corner; Fortune ſubmits to 
Cogging, and Deceit over-rcaches Play. A Thouland 
Corte fly after Good · luck, but are unable to recall it, 
ſo that at once he is bankrupted of Patience, Money and 
Grace; however he will not fir down with his Loſs, he 
ſuppoſes, Fortune continues never long in the ſame hy. 
mour ; that if She frowns ra Day, She muſt (mile to 
Morrow: away then he goes to a ſecond Rendezvous, 
bur alas ! the deſire of retrieving his Loſſes, only ſerves to 
enhance them: he ſeldom dilcovers the Deceit, till no- 
thing is left to be cheated of; nor even ſuſpects over- 
reaching, till caution comes too late. 

By this rime he has diced himſelf Sober, and the fumes 
of Chagrin have maſtered thoſe of Wine. Nothing bur 
a Comedy can diſpell the glooms that riſe from an empty 
Pocket. Away. then they drive to the Theater; and 
here Vice attacks him by the eyes and the ears too; he 
ſees almoſt the very ſecret Myfteries of the Stews, and 
hears all the blaſphemies of the damned; here lewdnels 
is ſpoken, not in double entendres, bur plain Engliſh; 
there are Paraphraſe and Comment upon the text, and 
Folly is ſhown wirhour Caution or Reſerve. 
Comedy they ſay was deſigned by Pagan Athens to 

inſtru Youth, and to teach the baſeneſs of Vice by its 

puniſhment : bur in Chriſtian London, it tends diredtly 
to debauch People all manner of wavs : For this reaſon 
Good Men are laſhr, and Ill rewarded ; Vertue appears 
in Sackcloath, and Vice in Embroidery ; Rakes go off 
with Succeſs, and ſober Men with Diſappointment; 
The Devil and the Poet chop upon the ſame Favourite, 
and his Fortune always riſes witk his Lewdneſs. Nay, 
thoſe of the beſt Quality in the Play, are always the 
worſt Chriſtians ; They glitter in Equipage, and are 
dignified with Eſcutcheon, and often with patent to ena- 


ble Vice: to perſuade People that the blemiſhes of Hu- 


mane 
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mane Nature make up its perfection, and that Gentle- 
men and Reprobares are made of the ſame Metal. Now 
who can be good under ſuch ſtrong provocations to evil ? 
Who will prerend to regularity, when they muſt bluſh 
for their Reſolution ? and cannot avoid Reproach unleſs 
they deferve ir. Believe me, Neander, when a Gentle- 
man is pincht with this dangerous dilemma, I muſt eicher 
forfeit my Character or my Innocence; it's odds he will 
rather drop this than pur that to a venture, for it goes 
hard when one muſt turn Lewd as it were in his own 
Defence ; and can expect no quarter, unleſs he hangs 
out the Colours of Libertiniſm and Irreligion, and 
boaſts of thoſe crimes he is only guilty of in appea- 


rance. 

Now though ſuch hideous flights of profaneneſs, ſuch 
keighrs of obſcenity, and ftrains of Irreligion ſhould be 
all penance and mortification ro Chriſtians, yet they are 
not only permitred, but applauded by the Nobility of 
both Sexes, and the Standard of their approbation is of- 
ten the undecency of the Poem: nothing is ſuppoſed loft, 
unleſs ir be rotten, and all thoſe pieces are damned by 
the Spectators, that damn not the Audience. When the 
moſt flaming Impieties are thus received with Tranſport 
on the Stage, are they not Stampt as it were with Pub- 
lick Authority: and when the worſt Actions are moſt 
eſteemed, who will boggle at the practice that brings 
both Credit and Pleaſure ? It's certain the charms of the 
Theater, are no leſs transforming than thoſe of Cerces, it 
enchants Men our of their Species, rhey leave their Rea- 
ſon behind them, and carry Brutality to their Lodgings ; 
it deftroys all principles of Religion and Morality ; it 
countenances. Arheiſm, and places the glory of Gentle- 
men, in the Infamy of Human Nature; it ſullies the 
Imagination, boils up the Humours, and fires the Paſ- 
ſions; and when it has thus ſtarred the Game, Fleſh and 
Blood pampered by high feeding, and ſupplied with Mo- 
ney, will follow the Chace; and you may take it for 
granted, that London is better, (I mean worle ) ſtockt 
with Thais's than Lucretia s. Yourh and Coin make pro- 
ſtiture Women as well as debauch'd Men, and the Play 
houſe ſerves not only for a School ro Proſtitution, but 


for a Nurſery alſo to the Stews ; nay, and ſometimes to 
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Now when a young Gentleman is drencht in Brutality; 
when Criminal Amours take the aſcendant, he is undone 
ro all intent and purpoſe; for when Love flies high, Rea. 
ſon runs low; and whoſoever has made over his Heart 
to a Miſs, ſeldom keeps his Wits ; he lies open to all the 
Aſſaults of Arrifice and Avarice, and his Soul becomes 
as Beſtial as his pleaſures ; he can think of nothing that 
is Generous or Manly. So that in concluſion he has no 
more of the Man, than of the Chriſtian. 5 

*- Fo comprehend All in a little; a Town Spark is a 
kind of Corinthian braſs ; this is a mixture of all Metals, 
and he a compound of all diſorders; he is a little Anti. 
chriſt, Homo peccati, A Man of Sin; and this, like the 
Devil in the-Goſpel, is called Legion ; he plies berween 
the Tavern and the Playhouſe, and then turns off to the 
Grocm-Porters or the Stews; in one place be drops his 
Wirs, in the other his Money, and every where his Inno- 
cence. So that the Devil lodges moſt:y in his pocket, 
and always in his Soul. He has the ſhape of a Man, 
and all the inclinations of Beaſts ; his ſtudy is ro fluſi 
the moſt agreeable objects of Senſe, and his whole ſatis. 
faction to enjoy em; he ſtands not upon the niceties of 
decency, nor formalizes upon the Notions of Good and 
Evil, Pleaſure is the Rule, as well as the end of his 
Actions; and altho he be unable ro ſarisfie one Paſſion, 
he endeavours to glut them all, When he can deviſe no 
new crime, he entertains his Thoughts on the Ideas of 
paſt diverſions, and ſo Debauches his very Memory, as 
well as his Wil}, and commits imaginary Sins, which, 
unrepented, will be revenged with real Torments. 

I confeſs (ſaid Neander,) if the Original holds up to 
this Copy, a Town, Spark has more of rhe Monſter, than 
of the Man; and I would no more come within the 
Air of the City, than of a Peſt-Houſe. But certain) 
you over- flouriſh upon an ill ſubject, and paint em in 
more diſadvantageous Colours than Nature made em. 
Such Creatures are found in Fancy only, not in Life; 
and I believe Satyr has drawn ſome black ſtroaks upon 
practice. Without doubt young Gentlemen are not all 
Saints; nor are they all Fiends ; ſome may live beitet, 
and others wotle. 

Indeed, Neander, (replied Enſebius, I have drawn 
che young Men of the Town in worſe Colours than Na. 
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ture made em, but nor ſo bad as they have made them- 
ſelves. Caſt a tranſient een. on thoſe of your Acquain- 
tance, and you will confeſs our Age ſwarms with Borbc- 
rites as well as the preceding, who rowl in Mire (like 
Swine) of the moſt hideous Senſualities; having ſhaken 
of the Yoke of Obedience to Parents, they break through 
the Commandments of God. Scorn all Guides bur Te- 
merity ; all Law, bur the liberty to follow every Im- 
pulſe of Paſſion ; all Labour, but that of the Devil, to 
2 BY plunge themſelves into Eternal Flames, and others with 
„em, that they may find Companions in Puniſhmenr, as 
„ell as in Pleaſure. | | | 
But pray, what is this to the Town, (anſwer'd Nean- 
aer?) In ſpight of Provocation to Evil, Men may live 
© WY with Regularity in the very Liberties of the City; if 
Wl therefore they deviate from their Duty, leave the fault ar 
- WH their own Door, and charge not the Town with their Ex- 
WM iravagancies. I grant, Temptations are frequent, and 
', Wl often violent; bur then theſe poliſh Vertue, as Fire puri- 
us Gold. Vertue, till it be brought to the Touch-ſtone, 
-n often more Luſtre than Solidity, and all its value 
r Bl hangs on the Surface. But when it ſtands its Ground in 
4 Wfight of Provocation, and bears up againſt the Torrent 
c Fleſh and Blood, it then appears like the Sun in its 
„Meridian, in Pomp and Glory. | 
0 8 Withour doubt, (ſaid Euſebius) London Air has no in- 
al uence on Man's Free- will; it lays under no Reſtraint, no 
„ral Neceiliry. Man is-maſter of his Choice, in one 
, WWPlace as well as in another; but what avails a Power to 
ive well, with a Will to live ill? A Man muſt lie under 
to the irrevocable Sentence of Damnation to fin meerly for 
n in's ſake. Such a ſtrain of Malice is above the reach of 
he de moſt daring Debauchee : Intereſt, Ambition, and 
Criminal Pleaſures, are the great incentives to Vice; theſe 
nuze Apperite, .epliven the Paſſions, and then ſubdue 
the Will. Now Where do theſe Temptations rake up 
their Lodgings, but in the Town? Here they are ſer off, 
with all the Charms of State and Grandure ; and then be- 
des they perſecute Youth, not with Frowns but Smiles, 
ad kill with Kindneſs. 
Bur you tell me, Temptation poliſhes Vertue, and di- 
linguiſhes Sterling from Artifice and Appearance. Great 
ind Good! why don't you take a turn in a Peſt-houſe, to 
| Aa 3 try 
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try the ſtrength of your Conſtitution, or in an Hoſpital 
to air your Lungs ? By all means; Young Men ſhould 
ſtep into a Brothel to refine their Chaitity, and into 3 
Tavern to practiſe Temperance and Sobriety. Dear Sir, 
che way to ſecure Vertue, is not to expoſe it; come not 
within ſight of Temptation: it's a ſhorr Paſſage from be- 
ing provoked ro Evil, and doing it: Fear is a beter 
Guardian of Piety than Confidence, and more Men have 
forfeited it by Temerity than Caution. 

Bur certainly (ſaid Neander) London is not compoled 
of Taverns, Bordels, and Theatres. Gentlemen may viſt 
more regular places, and fling away their Time on Dj. 
verſions leſs dangerous and more innocent. 

Les (reply'd Euſebius) they may viſit a hundred and 
thirty Churches, and ] aſſure you, this Jaunt would take 
much Time off their Hands; but alas! their Buſineſs lies 
not Within ſight of a Chapel; they may alſo cry about 
the Streets, Save-als and Charcoal, or tug at an Oar be- 
tween Temple-bar and White-hall, Or, in fine, they may 
ſteer by the Compaſs of Sir S=— D—— who drove e- 
very Day in a ſtately Equipage, to all the Toy- ſnops be- 
tween Piccadilly and the Real- Exchange; he viewed e- 
very thing, but bought nothing. The Gentleman would 
not do worſe, but could not frame any paſtime better; 
without doubt he plaid the Fool, but not the Rake; be 
toyed away his Time, yet kept his Money with his [n- 
nocence; his Soul was little, though bis Birth was 
— and his Inclinations childiſh ar Threeſcote. 

owever it's better to trifle, than to debauch away 
Time; and to be a Coxcomb, than a Reprobate. But ſuch 
an Humovriſt is a Phoenix, the birth and wonder of an 
Age; a Pair (ſeldom meets in a Kingdom, and never in 
one City. F 

You take things by the wrong Handle (ſaid Neaudr) 
and repreſent em at a diſadvantage : If rhe Sun, unin- 
fluenced by Inferior Bodies, has ſome Spots, what won- 
der a Town-life be waited on by ſome Inconveniencies! 
I grant many Diverſions are not Innocent, yet all are not 
Criminal. For example, What harm in taking the frell 


Air in Hide-park ? and then in driving to a Conſort of 


Muſick ? Theſe Entertainments are genteel, they unbend 
the Mind, refreſh the Body, gratiſie the Senſes, and hal 
| I believe, 
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1 believe, (anſwer d Euſebius) the Air of Hide-park is 
more wholeſome than that of Cheapſide; and that a 
Mouthful now and then, may be as good for the Stomach 
as a Vomit; but then I am perſwaded a Doſe of Coun- 
try Air would clear the Lungs and carry off the Smoak 
from the Thorax, with leſs expence and danger. But do 
you think, Neander, the Beaux and Belles have no other 
Buſineſs there, than to take in a Cargo of freſh Air? alas! 
this is only the pretence, their deſign is worſe complexion- - 
ed; theſe appear in the height of Pomp and Equipage 
and care is taken to (er off their Charms with all the ad- 
vantage of Fan and Artifice; they mother the defects of 
Nature under a Varniſh of Silk, and plain the Furrows 
(Time has ſank in their Faces) with Pomatums; the 
Ring is a kind of Noah's Ark; they are, Seven unclean 
Creatures, for two clean. Ladies of Honour ride Pall mal, 
with choſe of Pleaſure; and you will ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
them bur by their Equipage; for you mult know a Miſs 
out- gli ters my Lady; ſhe runs away with the Wives 
Jewels, as well as with the Husband's Heart, and com- 
mands his Purſe with no leſs Empire than his Perſon. 

Now pray, Neander, tell me, Is here no danger for a 
young Man, who is haunted by Paſſion, and leaves think- 
ing at home? May not Love fly from one Coach into a- 
nother ? and may not an Intrigue begun in Publick be 
improved in Private to Proſtitution? In a Conflux of 
boch Sexes, many meet upon ill Deſigns; and when ſome 
are diſpoſed ro ſell Pleaſure, and others ro purchaſe ir, 
they ſeldom diſagree upon the price; in a word, I do not 
3 in the Park is criminal; yer oftentimes it's 
unſafe, 

Though IT rank not the Love of Mufick among the 
Signs of Predeftination, yer I am no Enemy to the Sci- 
ence, I am not even for baniſhing it the Churches. Me- 
thinks an Organ well touch d, gives a Majeſty to the Du. 
ties of Religion, and rouzes up the moſt drowzy Spirit 
to Devotion. I am not for turning Inſtrumental Muſick 
out of Civil Converſation ; nor do I think with Plato, 
that the Violin, or Harp, have ſuch an Influence on the 
Government, that one String more - would untune the 
Commonwealth. I believe the Ephori of Lacedemon had 
little Bnfinefs on their Hands, when they tinted the Lure- 
rings, and that the Senate eU rather to be laugh d 
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at for ſeizing the Fiddle, than Timotheus to be blamed fo; 


exceeding the publick Allowance. 

However it's certain airy Muſick raiſes ſportive Hy. 
mours, and tunes the Spirits ro Diverſion ; it awakes Paſ. 
fion warms the Blood, animates Fancy, and opens it tg 
Pleaſure. Indeed it's not directly vitious; yet how tar 
it may contribute to Vice, thoſe who haunt thoſe places 
are the moſt competent Judges ; but the Vocal Muſick ig 


lewd to Scandal, and irreligious to Exceſs ; here you have! 


Lewdneſs in Folio, crowded in a Couplet, and an 1/;ad of 
Miſchief in a Nut-ſbe/. 
Ihe Subject is always profane or amorous ; and both 
to the height of the Poer's Fancy: It's better d in Rhime 
and Metre to help the Memory of the Audience; its 
garniſh d with Wir to make a deep Impreſſion on the In- 
tellect; ſo that here is Arſenick thrown into Ratsbane, 
Poiſon upon Poiſon ; and beſides an airy Tune and a fine 
Voice ſerve for a Vehicle; they gild the Doſe, take of 
the Unpalatableneſs of the Potion, and infuſe Pleaſure 
and Tranſport ; when Lewdneſs is work'd up with Verſe 
and Muſick, the Miſchief riſes ; theſe drive it ſtronger 
upon Fancy and Practice. 

But if it be performed by a Woman, it's then Poiſon 
thrice boiled, mortal and ſudden: It attacks not Vertue 
by Siege and Approaches, but like Gun- powder blows it 
up in a Moment; it's down. right Provocation; for tho 
ſne ſeems to vent the Poet's thoughts, ſne warbles out ber 
own, and covers her Amours under the fabulous Names 
of Cloris and Sylvia, A Woman that courts in Muſick, 
ſollicits in good earneſt, and is either ſome Sparks con. 
queſt already, or intends to make one. It's odds that ſhe 
who ſings ill things will do worſe z now when the Incli- 
nation is engaged by a fine Voice, and melting Notes; 
when the words recommend the Buſineſs of Lewdnels, 
and the Sex pleads for it, whether Paſſion be not like t0 
get the better of Duty, I leave (Neander) to your Con- 
ſideration. . | 

Bur certainly, Sir, (reply'd Neander) Vice is not in ſo 
flouriſhing, nor Vertue in ſo ſink ing a Condition as you 
would per{wade me; who would not think by your Dil- 
courſe, that Licentiopſnels and Impiery had called in the 
City Charter, and by a Quo Warravto, diveſted the May- 
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and Aldermen of the Government, to invade it them- 
elyes? You draw a Picture of London in as black Colours, 
i; the Scriprure paints Sodom and Gomorrah, and repre- 
ent the Inhabitants Sinners before the Lord, from the high- 
of to the loweſt ; but for all that a Gentleman may find 
ſober and civil Company; and I am acquainted with 
Perſons of Character, who make a Conſcience of doing 
4 bad thing. p 
WW 1 mer once (ſaid Euſebius) a poor Fellow poring on a 
Book; well Tom, (ſaid I) what Book haſt thou there ? 
the Bible, Maſter, (reply d Tom.) The Bible, ſaid I! it's 
n good Book. There is (no doubt) ſober and civil Com- 
ic WM pany in Town, here and there, if a body could but find it; 
bur bad ſo prodigiouſly over- tops it both in Number and 
n- Quality, that there is no coming at it; like Gold in the 
e Mine, it muſt be found by Sweat and Labour; and then 
ne wo, you muſt remove a Tun of Duſt for one Ounce of 
if Wl Oar. 
re WM 1 believe alſo with Tom, that here and there a body may 
e Wl find a Conſcience ; but then you muſt be at the Charge 
er of a Hue and Cry, or ſend the Conſtable with a Warrant 
upon the Expedition ; for Conſcience of late, like Deb- 
Lors, ſculks in the Dark, or walks the Streets incognito; 
de and then when yau have arreſted it in Her Majefty's 
it Name, a Man knows not what to make of it; it ſtands 
oY at Trifles, and breaks through Enormities; ſtrains ar a 
er Flea, and ſwallows a Camel. T—— H—=— took check 
es Wl a: a Companion for ſinging a harmleſs Air upon the 
K, Lord's-day : He, fe! I will not ſuffer (laid he) the Sab. 
n- bib to be thus profaned in my preſence. Vet the next Sun- 
e Wl day this very Conſcience invited the Sabbath-breaker to 
i. WH Brothel. This Gentleman had a Conſcience (no doubt) 
but ſomething in diſorder : One would have taken him 
„br an African Negro, who places Beauty in Blackneſs, 
0 ind Deformity in a clear Complexion. A gay Humour 
„n bis Opinion, was a Capital Crime, and Foruication an 
Innocent Diverſion. The Town and Liberties ſwarm 
0 Wl with this breed of Conſciences ; they are bought ar eaſie 
u Wl rates ; nay, are become both a Drug and a Nuiſance to 
[- W Commerce and Society. 
e I have, indeed, drawn London in Black Colours; but 
- WH nethinks the Copy nicks the Original; and if it reſem- 
r lies Sodom, who can help it; the Fault lies in the like- 
| nels 
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nefs of their Faces, not in the Painter. Indeed, I fer 


a Portapolizand a London Beau are of the ſame Alloy 
true to Fleſh and Blood, but falſe ro Sobriety and Good. 
And then for rhe Belles, they are caſt in the ſame 


neſs. 
Mold. Vanity, Balis and Dreſſing, run away with the 
Paleſtine Ladies thoughts, and do not they monopolize 
our London Ladies time ? In fine, the Foreign Vices gf 
both Sexes rhrive in our Climate; and if Syria has ſet 
us a Pattern, London out- does rhe Original. You wil 
tell me London is a reformed City, how then dare I com. 
pare the Exceſſes of a Chriſtian People with the hideous 
diſorders of Pagans ? Is not this to ſer Idolatry above the 
Worſhip of the true God, and the Slaves of Beelxebub 
above the Children of Jeſus Chriſt ? By no means; our 
Belief is excellent, but our Manners ſtark nought ; and 
this is the Riddle, that Men ſhould profeſs Chriſt, and 
diſown his Maxims; reverence his Perſon, and deſpiſe 
his Commands: This is in ſome meaſure a forty two 
Diſtinction, when Men hononred and fought for the 
King, againſt the Tyranny of Charles Steward, and broke 
the fundamental Laws of the Nation ro maintain them, 

Our Nation is a Babe! of Religions, and the City a 
Pantheon: We have trick d up Chriſtianity in all Drel- 
ſes, and modelled it to the Fanſie of French and Engliſp 
Fanaticiſm. One would think we were upon the diſco- 
very of new Paſſages into Heaven, as well as into the 
South and Tartarean Seas; or that each Man reſolved to 
leave the High- road, to ſteal in at a By-lane. 

Now when forty Religions ſnug under the Protection 
of the Law, few are reaily believed ; for where Reve- 
lation is queſtioned, Practice will of courſe be brought 
to the Bar, and then it's odds, thoſe Principles that fa- 
vour Nature, will get the Advantage over thoſe that re- 
ſtrain ir. Tho' therefore London be a reformed City, a 
Latitude of Faith, draws after it a greater of Principles; 
and when theſe are rotten, how ſhall our Behaviour be 
ſound ? 

Well (ſaid Neander) but ſuppoſe our Privy Council 
thinks fit to baniſh, by Proclamation, young Gentlemen 
twenty Miles from the Town, will they remove out of 
the reach of Vice, and ſtand clear of rhoſe diſorders that 
wait on a City Life? I fanfie Vice is a Weed that over- 
runs Villages, as well as Towns; and a Man "= re- 

olves 
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ſalves to regale Appetite may feaſt it in Northumberland ; 
n, and at a cheaper rate too. Now a low ſeaſoned 
4. pleaſure that colts but a Crown, reliſhes better, and rai- 
nol es a more agreeable Senſation on the Organ, than a high 
he WY ſpiced Satisfaction that coſts twenty; and then for God's 
(ke, what buſineſs have unſettled Gentlemen on their 
of Wl hands, in their Father's Houſes? Do they not ſaunter 
wWẽay their lives in Kennels and Stables; and run them- 
il Wl (elves down in the Chace of Hares and Foxes ? So thar 
n hing among Peaſants and Beaſts, they put on the Beha- 
viour of rhboſe. and all rhe Bruraliry of theſe, and thus 
e become half Man, half Beaſt: For, in a word, a Coun- 
n Gentleman is a compound of much Pride, and little 
ir WY Merit, a Sultan in a ſmall Pariſh, a Tyrant in buſto, and 
d: Clown ar length; he ears much, but drinks more. 
durch- beer is his Nectar, and Powder'd-beef his Ambro- 
eam; and when he has lain ſome Neighbours on their 
backs at the Barrels-head, he ſhines in the top of his 
Glory. | 
. You miſtake me, Neander ( replied Euſebius) lazineſs 
n. ind plenty live in Hamlets, as well as Cities, and Vice 
i always makes a part of their retinue; there is no Sanctu- 
j on this fide the Moon againſt dilorders ; no Sin is 
„ = prerogative only granted ro Heaven; and tho, Grace 
nnd Caution may preſerve us from guilr, they don't from 
* danger. | 
o But however, this Plague rages more in Town than in 
the Country, and carries off more there in one Pariſh in a 
Week, than here in a whole Country in a twelve Month. 


. Temptations ſollicit, but bad Company ſpurs on to 


1 WM Wickedneſs, If in the Country debauchery be ſome- 
„mes practiſed, in Town it's openly profeſs d; here ate 
Schools and Academies of this black Art, tho' not by 
a Wl licence, yer ar leaſt by connivence. Procureſſes receive 
ſipends, and Gentlemen give procuration-Money as well 
e Wl for their pleaſures, as their play: In ſhorr, Wickedneſs 
is brought ro method, principle and demonſtration ; and 

il WW 1 fanfie we ſhall rake up again our Anceſtors Trunk-bree- 
n ches, before we lay down this deteſtable Science. Let 
f Wl us ſuppoſe a Country Gentleman is ſomething too ſevere 
upon harmleſs Animals; is ir not more pardonable to 
run down a Hare, than an Eſtate 2 To worry a Fox, than 
Conſcience ? Take things by the worſt handle, and you 
* may 
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may ſay he rides, hunts, ſhoors, and ſaunters away jj 
Life : Bur a Town Spark whores, blaſphemes, drink, 
dices away Health, Eſtate and Soul into the bargain, The 


diverfon of theſe are mean, of cheſe Vicious and Criminal 


Thoſe, might live better, and theſe cannot worſe, Thi 
being io, rhe diſorders of the fortner come not within 
view of thole of the latter: Theſe ſpend their times like 
keepers, theſe like fiends, Thoſe fall below the level of Gen. 
tlemen, and theſe of Chriſtians. ba | 
What -remedy (lays Neander?) More caution and 
leſs ill- nature in Parents, {anſwer'd Euſebius.) Had they 
more care of their Children, theſe might have more ſenſe 
of - rheir duty. There would be leſs idleneſs in the 
World, and conſequently leſs Vice. Ler 'em apply be. 
times their younger Sons to ſome honeſt Calling, tha 
they may beat out of induſtry and labour a handſome 
livelihood. This will employ their thoughts, and their 
time, and keep Temptation at a diſtance, A Man that 
has honeſt buſineſs on his Hands, ſeldom harbours diſh. 
neſt deſigns in is Heart: Beſides, it ſecures his riper 
Years. Nobility alone (as the World goes) is a ſlender 
Inheritance. Good Blood muſt have good Coin to ap- 
pear ſignificant, and make a figure. A Gentleman that 
lives by his Wits muſt turn off Conſcience, and vil 
take leave of Religion. An annuity of fifty Pound per 
Annum, ſinks quickly to the lees. An unlucky throw of 
the Dice ſets it a tilt And then a Miſers ſtipend caſts 
him at leaſt two Years behind-hand. Poverty hangs 
heavy on all Men; it diſpirits Courage, tempts Vertue, 
and dares a Man to be wicked; it caſts him into de- 
ſpair. Now a Gentleman cannot poſſibly fall into a 
worſe Diſeaſe. For it deads all thoughts of Birth, Ho- 
nour, and Vertue, and forces him either to turn Pad on 
the Road, or Sharper in Town; and then he ends his 
days hy the Sword, or the Halter. 18 
Parents muſt ſettle the Heir betimes: And it's more 
adviiable to do ira Year too ſoon, than a Month too 
late. The care of a Family will take up a great part of 
his time, and of his thoughts. And when they are tied 
to buſineſs, they will ſcarce be ar leaſure to purſue cri- 
minal pleaſures. . Generally our heart and our concerns 
lodge in the ſame apartment, and when theſe lie at home 
that ſeldom ftirs abroad. © T's 1 1 


The Gentleman Inflruted. 36g 


7. J. was a young Gentleman of great expectation. 
His Eſtate equali d his Birth, and his Endowments both. 
Nature had join d a graceful Preſence to an extraordi- 
day Wit. So that it was hard to determine, whether 
he tood more obliged ro Providence for the Symmetry 
of his Body, or the Ornaments of his Soul. He was 
raſt one and twenty, and J uſed all my intereſt with his 
Father to ſettle him. I told him, in all Probability, his 
don would prove like the Propher's Figs, either very good 
very bad, that his Complexion promiſed nothing ordi- 
rary, For he had great Paſſions, tho Education chain'd 
em: And if they ger looſe, they would drive him upon 
the greatelt Extravagancies. A Match of 10000 J. was 
rroposd 3 and nothing remain d to conclude ir, bur a 
eulement of 500 J. per Annum, in preſent upon the young 
Gentleman his Son. But the very word Settlement threw 
the old Gentleman off the hinges, and ſcared him into all 
the Poſtures of Impatience; ſuch Scenes of Extravagance 
are ſeldom ſeen in Bedlam, Never Man in his Wits bet- 
ter topt the Frenzies of a Madman. He was one of 
thoſe who rave after Money, when they have leaſt uſe 
for it; and furniſh their Pockets with great Viaticums, 
when they are almoſt at their Journey's end. I thought 
he was within an Ace of playing the deſperado, like Api- 
cus the Roman, who {tabbed himſelf with thirty thouland 
Pounds in caſh, out of an apprehenſion of dying in Po- 
verry, and thus not to die a Beggar. expir'd like a Mad- 
man, He was deaf to Advice, and Paiſion had quite ma- 
ſterd Reaſon. He ſtill ſuppoſed the ſame Pen that ſign'd 
the Conveyance, would write his Execution; that Life 
and Money would go together. 

The young Squire talked both of his Miſtreſs and his 
Money, took check, and over. acted the very Extrava- 
gances of his Father. He ſpurr'd to London, and left a 
thouſand Curſes behind him. Here he ſtruck up with 
larpers, Scourers, and Alſatians. And to compleat his 
Misfortune made acquaintance with the Players. He 
bounded from bad to worſe, till he finiſhed a courſe of 
debanchery, and undid himſelf ro revenge his Fathers 
unkindneſs. 

The old Gentleman ſeem'd unconcern'd at his Sons 
nisbehaviour, and comforred himſelf with good Wives 
Proverbs, An untoward Child ( (aid he) will make a brave 


man z 
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man; He will take up when he has ſow'd hu wild oats, But 
alas, he took up only Money, Blaſphemies, Lewaneſs, an 
Irreligion : And all thoſe accurſt Principles that ſtupife 
Conſcience, and give liberry ro Apperite. I had the For. 
tune to meet this unhappy Gentleman. Gloomineſs, me. 
thought, ſar on his face, and diſcontent appear d in every 
motion. I ſuppoſe Conſcience made ſome Efforts tg 
reſcue him, and that a kind remonſtrance might lecture 
him into his duty. But no; he was too far gone for 2 
cure. Vice had got the alcendant, and twiſted it (elf 
with his Nature. He ſeem'd rather fond than aſhamed 
of his Exceſſes, and almoſt grown proud af his Misbe. 
haviour. The cauſe of his Melancholy lay in his Pocket, 
He had baſſerred away his Money, and his good humour; 
and as his debts ſwell'd, his credit ſunk, and the appre. 
henfion of Bailiffs and Catch-poles daſh'd all his Sweet 
with Gall and Wormwood. | 

In fine, fleſh'd in Debanchery, he was paſt recovery: 
So thar he run on in the broad way, till a ſtab ſtopt his 
career ro begin a longer courſe of torments. Now had 
his Father been kinder, he might have lived a fine Gen- 
tleman, and died a pious Chriſtian. Bur the old man's 
Avarice diſcarded him of all rhe Sentiments of a Parent, 
To ſave a penny, he expoſed his Son, and ſo ruin'd him 
erernally, to gratiſie a Caprice. 

Well (ſaid Neander) this Cruelty of the Father ſhould 
ſtand upon record as a perpetual Caveat ro Parents, and 
the unfortunate End of the Son ſhould ſcare young Gen- 
tlemen from a hair-brain'd Pafſion, debauch'd Company, 
and a Town-life, It's a bleſſing ro reap inſtruction 
from anothers mis fortune; but it's a ſevere Puniſhment 
to teach Poſterity by our own, You have convinced me, 
dear Euſebius, of the danger of a Town: life; and I wil 
not run into the arms of Temptation. We are not ſe- 
cure when we fly rhe occaſion, much leſs when we 
court em. | 

J applaud your reſolution ( replied Euſebius ) Temp- 
rations will certainly be roo bard for good Counſel, and 
incentives to Vice fot exhortarions ro Vertue. If you 
intend to fly Sin, retire from danger. A pious reſolu- 
tion is ſeldom proof againſt a ſtrong invitation to Evil 
Neander ſtay d ſome Months with Euſebius; he had ſuch 


a reſpect for his Perſon, ſuch a Venerarion for his vor 
chat 


yon, 
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tar nothing was able to wean him from his Converſa- 
bon, but 2 peremprory Command of his Father to re- 
aum home. big 


© om 


DIALOGUE I. 
s Euſebius behaved himſelf in the Management 
a of bis Eſtate. 


If | 
d ETL. had been train d up in the Court and Camp; 
yet he eſpous d the Vices of neither: He remember d 
the Covenant he had made in the Font of Baptiſm with 
r;WW his Saviour; that there he renounced all Amiry with the 
e. World, and promis d ro comply with all the Maxims of 
the Goſpel. He endeavour'd therefore to keep up to the 
teight of the Engagement, and poſt-pon'd all Temporal 
rrerenfions to thoſe of Eternity. A ſenſe of his duty to 
is King and Country, fix d him in both theſe Stations, 
not a View of Intereſt or Glory. And he has been often 
heard ro ſay, That theſe who are ſlaves to Money, command 
Conſcience, and ſcorn to truckle to the vulgar Notions of 
nod and evil. So that an intereſted Man throws off 


Honeſty, when he takes up the deſire of Wealth; and is 

4 far from being a truſty Miniſter to his Prince, as a 
* faithful Servant to his Maſter. In every Poſt he beha- 
in 


ied himſelf with that uprightneſs and vigilance; nay, 
ind Succeſs alſo; ſo that all confeſs d his Merits anſwer d 
, lis Station; but he never courted any recompence, be- 
ion ades the ſatisfaction of having diſcharg d his duty. His 
ent ambition was to deſerve preferment, not by Placets to 
me. extort it; nor was he ever heard ro murmur (when put 
by) that favour over- topt Merit, or that recommenda- 
tions took place of long Service. Ar the Revolution he 


ee virhdrew from Buſineſs, and could never be perſuaded 
w ſtrike in with the new Government. 

mp: Having retreated from the noiſe and hurry of the 

and Town, he began to conſider the inſtability of humane 

Jeu things, and concluded that worldly happineſs is preca- 

* tous, and ſtands not only upon a Precipice, but upon 


1 lee too, altho' its a difficult point to prevail with a great 
ſuc Man, and to depend on his Grandeur, or to perſuade 
that | _ 
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kim his Station is lippery, or that the Babel he has raj! 


will-fink into Duſt; and bury him under the Ruins. 1 oy 
Princes fall, (ſaid he) where ſhall Subjects find (urs "® 
Footing ? If we are unſafe, ſurrounded with Guard ,,. 
what ſecurity without them ? If Friends turn treache * 
rous, who dare we truſt? If Relations betray us, where *. 


muſt we expect Fidelity ? All this World can give, may 
be taken away zr{o that the moſt Wealthy, the mot dig. to, 
nify'd Man upon Earth has this only advaritage above the ſm 
Peaſant, that in a moment he niay tumble lower, andi 7 
conſequently be more miſerable, For certainly he is leg ,,, 
unhappy whom Fortune never favour'd, than he ſhe ha 
forſaken, Why then do we unpeople Provinces to glut 
our Ambition, and raze Cities to build proud Palaces up. ; 
on their Ruins? Why do we unbowel the Earth to feat ind 
our Avarice, and ſweat under Ground to purchaſe cat 10 
and diſcontent above it? For who has moſt to loſe, has mo 
always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station puts no bounds fro 
to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt Treaſures to a co- ly 
vetous one. When Alexander had even gotten all, he de. he: 
fired ſomething more. His Wiſhes (well'd with his Con- p,, 
neſt, and his Pride march d farther than his Armies. Hs fact 
reaſures were immenſe, but his Podigality were great ble 
er, and his Wants ſurpaſs d both. Money never makes I pio) 
a Man Rich; the more he has, the more he covers. He hair 
is not poor that has enough, but he who poſſeſſes Milli- x 
ons, if he deſires more. Ger 
Seeing therefore Inconſtancy, Cares, Diſſatisfaction, and mol 
either Emptineſs or a Surfeit waits upon ſublunary En. 4.6; 
joyments, why de we place our Happineſs ſo low? And Ml hb 
court Vexation of Spirit for our ſupream Felicity? Gd 0b 
has ſeated our true Enjoyments above the Smoke of this WM 1,1; 
inferior World, and out of the reach of Caſualties. In ¶ proc 
vain therefore we weary our ſelves in the purſuir of real Dry 
Satisfaction here, that is only to be found hereafter. allo\ 
This conſideration ſo wean d Euſebius from the love of Ml ;, 1 
the World, that he flung up all Pretenſions to future Ad- x 
vancements, and reſolv'd to lay out his time upon the I Cen 
purchaſe of a happy Eternity. He kept his word, for I He 
immediately he withdrew into the Country, and allied 3 
all the qualities of a Gentleman, ſo handſomely with te fr; 
Duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard to judge whether I cen, 


his Behaviour was more Genteel, or more Religious. He dang 
85 | | was 
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was wont to ſay, Thoſe lie under a Miſtake, who fanſie 
Vertue is an Enemy to good Breeding ; that a Man muſt 
turn off Civility to commence a Saint, and disband from 
the Society of Men, to keep a correſpondence with God, No, 
x, (continued he) Chriſtianity makes men honeſt indeed, 
but not Clowns; it forbids Grimace, but not Sincerity ; it 
puts 4 mean between Foppiſhneſs and Ruggicity, and forbids 
to ſhow no breeding by affecting to ſhow Foo much. Vertue 
ſmooths the Brow as well as the Conſcience, and knows to 
temper innocent Mirth with a ſeaſonable Reſervedneſs, So 
that we may keep up to the height of our duty to God, 
without dropping our obligation to Neighbourhood and So- 
ciety. | 

Euſebius divided the day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 
and innocent Diverſions ; or rather he devored ir intirely 
to God ; becauſe he raiſed to a ſupernatural End, the 
moſt indifferent Actions, and never withdrew his thoughts 
from his Creator ; even in the Government of his Fami- 
ly, or heat of his Recreations. So ſoon as he was up; 
he retired into his Cloſer, and paſs'd an Hour either in 
Prayer, or the reading of Good Books. And he took 
ſuch a pleaſure in them, that he renounced all unprofita- 
ble and profane Lectures, in which ſo many Perſons em- 
ploy their time to avoid Idleneſs, by an Idleneſs no leſs 
vain, and often more dangerous. 

He could not endure the ridiculous Affectation of many 
Gentlemen, that is not only paſs'd into a Cuſtom, but al- 
moſt into a Law; who ſuppoſe the leaſt inſight into 
their Concerns forfeits their Patent, and throws em be- 
low the level of Quality; that it's a Mark of Peaſantry 
to balance their Incomes with their Expences ; or ro rake 
notice whether their Revenues will keep touch with their 
Prodigality. One would think, Gentlemen took Mr. 
Dryden's Satyr, in Don Sebaſtian. for a Panegyrick, who 
allows em full Pockets, and empty Heads; great Eſtates 
in Land, and none in Mit. REES 

Euſebius thought it no more below the Station of a 
Gentleman, to take care of an Eſtate, than to poſſeſs one. 
fe ſuſpected not the fidelity of his Steward, yer he 
thought ir againſt the Laws of prudence to rruſt him roo 
far; for he knew Men are ſeldom careful of others con- 
cerns, when they are negligent in their own : Thar it's a 


dangerous Experiment, to put even honeſty ir (elf to the 
B b Trial. 


| 
| 
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Trial. For alas it's odds, that a Servant will cheat with 


out Scruple, When he can without diſcovery. He there. 


fore every Week call'd his Steward to account, view 
the Regiſters, and balanced his Receipts with his Expen. 
ces. And thus he kept within compaſs, and lived hang. 
ſomely upon his own; not upon the Swear of poor Shop. 
keepers, and Labourers. For he look'd on the taking 
upon Credir, au blur ro a Gentleman's Reputation. 
And he uſed to ſay, To run deep in Merchant's Books, i; 
m infallible Symptom of a fine Eſtate, or a loſt Conſci- 
ence, For who will run upon Tick, that has Money in 
hand? Or, who intends to pay his Debrs, that has Cre. 
dit to contract em, and no Fund to quit Scores? 

He therefore modell'd his Family to his Eſtate, not to 
his Quality, and his Equipage to his Purſe, not to his Ti. 
tle. For neither Patent nor Coronets are a Protection to 
Injuſtice. And certainly he is guilty of this Crime, who 
contracts Debts he knows himſelf unable to Conceal : 
Indeed it's a Gentleman's Practice, and ſo is the Breach 
of all God's Commands: Bur alas, Quality can't ſancti- 
fie an ill Action, nor unhallow a good one. 
 Euſebius could not endure to enter his Name in Mer. 
chant's Books; he would therefore rather defer a Pur. 
chaſe, than take it upon Truſt. He compared Debtois 
to the Man in the Goſpel, poſſeſs d by a Legion of De- 
vils; when one goes out, a hundred return to torment 
him. The thought of a Bailiff throws em into Fits; 
and the fighr of a Creditor, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, 
ſtrikes em dead with Apprehenfion : So that they fear 
the Light, and like Owls and Bats range in darkneſs and 
obſcurity ; they confine themſelves out of fear of being 
confined, and commit themfelves cloſe Priſoners to their 
Lodgings, not to be mew'd up in a Dungeon. In a word, 
they lead the lives of Criminals, fear every Man, ate 
ſcorn'd by all, and pitied by none; and roo often, in ſpite 
of Caution, they too take up in a Jail, and there die un- 
regarded like Rats behind the Hangings 

One day a Young Gentleman gave Euſebius a Viſit, He 
was one of thoſe who place all their Concerns in this 
World, without a regard to the other. An extravagant 
admirer of Life, and yer ſeem'd to be tired of it. He 
lived fo faſt, that he our-lived a year in one day; and 


one would have thought his only buſineſs, was to "oy 
; ” l 
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his Grave. He had a handſome Eſtate, but too ſmall for 
his Prodigality ; it anſwer d the Dignity of a Knight, but 
his Expences kept · pace with thoſe of a Duke ; ſo that in 
a few years it run upon the Lees, and his Credit ſunk 
with his Fortune. A Creditor found him out, and with 
ſubmiſſion demanded of his Worſhip the payment of a 
Debt; but he had been ſo often haunted by ſuch Spirits, 
that he had the knack of laying, as well as raiſing em. 
For he was laviſhing of promiſes, though ſparing in the 
Ae and always gave great hopes, but never 

oney. | | a 

Well, ſays Euſebius, (when he had diſmiſsd the Man) 
may I inquire into the Fellow's Buſineſs, I ſuppoſe he 
forgot his diſtance, and paſs d the bounds of Civiliry ; 
for you ſeem'd in a ferment, and diſmiſs d him with 
Warmth and Expoſtulation. 

The Raſcal (anſwer d the Spark) duns me for a debt 
of ten years ſtanding; as if I enter d his Books only ye- 
kerday. 

Nay, ( aid Euſebius with a Smile) that's inſufferable. 
What ? To bait a Gentleman for an od Debt is unhand- 
ſome, and affronting too. For, what was paſſion given 
us, but to ler looſe upon ſo provoking occakons ? Thoſe. 
Rogues ſhould be muzzled and bound up to their good 
Behaviour: Beſides, the Summ perchance is inconſiderable. 

A Trifle (reply'd the Gentleman) nor above a Hun- 
dred Pound, the price of a Winter and Summer Suit. 

My mind gave me ( ſaid Euſebius) the Fellow was a 
Taylor; his Gate and Impudence proclaim'd his Profeſ- 
fon. A Varlet without Breeding, without Conſcience or 
zood Nature, thus ro way-lay a Gentleman; to break in 
upon his Retirement, to ſhirk into an Audience; nay, and 
tome upon ſo un welcome an Errand, argues {mall reſpect 
for Quality, and leſs Behaviour. And then, where is 
the Raſcal's Conſcience to demand a Debt of Ten Years 
ſtanding ? A Taylors Right wears out with bis Merchan- 
lizee And when a Gentleman throws off his Cloaths, 
be makes over the obligation ro payment of his Valet de 
Chambre, A Taylor ſhould no more think of asking a 
Debt, than a Gentleman of paying it. But, dear Sir, 
aillery apart. Can time preſcribe againſt Juſtice ? Muſt 
a Man forfeit his Right, becaule you fling up your Inno- 
cence? Or is it a leſs Impudence to refuſe a Juſt Payment, 

Bb 2 than 
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Than to ſollicite it? Believe me, Sir, he is not too blame 
who asks his Due, but he who compells him. And it's 
leſs becoming to live at free quarter upon Merchant 
and Tradelmen, than to demand ſatisfaction for the 

Grievance, | 

You remember, I preſume, that once upon a time, 3 
Da of great Family, but ſmall Revenues, had a Months 
mind to be fine. He was low in Caſh; bur fluſh of Cre. 
dit; and ſo took up on Tick a gawdy Equipage. He 
lorded it among his Neighbours ; and forgetting his Pe. 
digree, pretended Alliance to the Bird of Paradiſe, Bur 
in the height of his Proſperity his Creditors attack d him; 
and being unable ro return either Money or Security, 
they ſtripp'd him of his Bravery, and rurn'd him into the 
Woods, in puris naturalibus. And then all thoſe Syco. 

hants, that fawn'd upon his Fortune, laugh'd at his Fol. 

y. and-turn'd Sir John Daw, into plain Jack; nay, and 
threw him among the Rooks for bis Puniſhmenr. 

There needs no Key to the Fable. The Application 
firs on the Surface. Nay, our Sparks have been at the 
charge of turning it into real ſtory, and ſo are ſad In- 
ſtances both of the Bird's Pride on the one fide, and Fol. 
ly on the other; and though they barter not their Qua- 
lity, they are ſtripp'd of its ſupport; and then they knock 
off Naked of Ornament, and conſequently of Regard, 
For Nobility without Caſh makes bur a lean Figure; 
one ounce of Gold weighs forty Coats of Arms. Tho 
the Blood of a Hero rowls in your Veins, if Chink has 
forſaken your Pocket, you muſt ſhear off ro Rooks for a 
maintenance; for Regard riſes and falls by the ſecret in- 
fluence of Metal, | 

Pray, Sir, a Paraphraſe if you pleaſe, (reply d the Gen- 
rleman) on the Parable ; for, I confeſs, I am unable to 
ſee through it; unleſs you intend by a fly innuendo to 
condemn me to the Trade of Purſe- taking on the Kings 
High-way. Under Favour, (ſaid Euſebius) it's not my Pro- 
vince to ſet any man his Task; but I am a kind of Figure. 
flinger, and pretend to tell young Men's Fortune, not indeed 
by the help of the Black Art, but by their own Conduct. 
You take upon truſt with both Hands, and pay with nei. 
ther; you wade up to the Chin in Taylor's Books; you 
ſink over Head and Ears in Vintners; card away 500 
in a Night, and fling into a Miſs's Lap 1000 J. maintain 

5 | on? 
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ane Family in the Country, another in the Town. You 


ne Wl receive 2000 J. per Annum, and disburſe Five. Now, 
t's 8 where muſt this Prodigaliry end, but in Poverty, Con- 
its BY tempr, and Deſpair ? And when a Gentleman is waited 
be on by three luch Attendants, he is equip'd for any Pra- 
ice. Neceſſity is a bad Counſellour, and Deſpair a 
4 WF worſe; and I can aſſure you, they have ſer ſome Gentle- 
n men upon unwarrantable Enterprizes : For when they 
ee BY have no Fund to live on, they mutt live by their Wits, and 
He BY then they are forc'd to caſt up their Accounts at old Bai. 
e- hr, and to pay the Reckoning at Hide-park, Corner. 
ut Young Gentlemen muſt live up to their Birth ( aid 
mn ; the Gentleman.) 
70 Provided (anſwer'd Euſebius) their Purſe runs even 
e 


with their Quality. For otherwiſe Title muſt ſtoop to 
Revenues, and Figure muſt ſhrink ro Neceflity. Ir's ill 
husband ry to glitter in Equipage like a Prince for a 
Twelve-month, and then ro ſneak in a Corner with a 
ſolitary Lacquey, down ar Heels, and our at Elbows ; to 
turn off from a Guinea Ordinary to the Basket, or to 
ſtand obliged for a Meal, to the curteſie of Relations all 
your life after. But this is not our caſe neither. Few Gentle- 
men break their Eſtates by ſtretching em to their Birth, 
but beyond it. A Squire will vye Prodigality with a 
Lord, and a Knight with a Duke. Now alas; how can 
Two Thouſand per Annum hold out with Ten? Ir muſt 
kde and founder in a ſhort time, and lay its Maſter like a 
tired Tit in the Mire. ; 

Bur ſuppoſe theſe Misfortunes wait not upon you, 
where is conſcience ? 

Nay, (reply'd the Gentleman) in good hands I aſſure you. 
For certainly, Conſcience may be well, though my E- 
late be fick. I may balance Accounts with God, though 
am behind-hand with my Neighbcar. 

Not ſo eaſily neither ( ſaid Euſebius.) For when a Gen- 
leman takes upon Credit, Conſcience enters Bond for 
the Payment; and if the Eſtate cannot anſwer the In- 
cumbrance, that will be uneaſie. Pray, Sir, (continued 
Euſebius) is there no ſuch Law as, Thou ſhalt not ſteal ! 

Wirhour doubr anſwer'd N, N, 

And does this Precept take in (ſaid Euſebius ) only 
ads and Cur-purles ? 
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It forbids (laid N. N.) all Acts of Injuſtice ; nay, and 
reſtrains Defires. It's ill even to cover an ill thing; and 
be who deſigns to over- reach his Neighbour, tranlgreſſet 
che Law, as well as he who deceives him. 
Your Caſuiſtry (reply d Euſebius) is Sound and Or. 
rhodox, but not your Practice. For do you not force 
zo00r Creatures to change their Labour into a continual 
8 ro ſaunter away their time in an Anticham. 
ber, and then ro return home with empty Promiſes? 
Nay, and it's often taken for a Civiliry not to be affront- 
ed; and for a Payment in part, not to be deny d ( with 
a God damn ye) for the whole. Now when a Creditor 
muſt be eternally upon the Trot ro come up to his 
Debtor, and ply at all the Coffee-houſes for Intelligence of 
his Haunts, the Irons cool at home, Trade Sinks, Work 
is at a Stand, and à Bankrupr treads upon his Heels. For 
how ſhall a Merchant pay his Debts, who receives none? 
Now, Sir, here is lucrum ceſſans on the one hand, and 
dammum emergens on the other, and in the Sight of God 
you ſtand reſponſible for both : They will be pur to your 
Accounts, and you muſt either repair em here, or ſuffer 
for em hereafter, _ | 

For God's ſake, Sir, (ſaid N. N.) who bid thoſe RA. 
cals run upon the hunt, and trace my morions ; nay, and 
break my head with imporrunate Solicitations? Mut 
anſwer for their Folly, and pay for their Extravagance? 
Let em keep within doors, and carry on their Trade, l 
will not intermeddle in their Concerns. . 

That is, Sir, (reply'd Euſebius) if they will fit down 
with their Loſs, you are ſatisfy d; if they will take your 
Honour for their Security, and croſs Scores for promiſes, 
or be content with a Lacquey with a Cudgel for Pay- 
raſter, I eaſily believe you. If all the Creditors in the 
Nation will vouchſafe to burn their Regiſters, Spend- 
thrifts will be at the expence of the Execution, and ap- 
plaud their Generoſity. And if they pleaſe to give in 
goed Security never ro importune you with unpleaſant 

ifits, you will ſecure them of Non-payment, 

1 fanſie you are got into a Vein of Drollery. But the 
miſchief is, with ſome Peaple a Jef improves into an 
Argument, and Raillery grows up into Reaſon, But de- 
ceive not your ſelf: Thoſe who put off Payments wich 
Pilatory Pretences, not only bid their Creditors bebte 

theit 
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their Trade and Family, but force em: For without im- 
rrunity nothing is done. They mult beg for their due, 
as hard as for an Alms; and ſpend more time in recovering 


their Money, than in earning it. It's as eaſie to di 
Oar out of the Mines of Potaſ, as to importurie a 
our of rhe Pocker of a Prodigal. 


5 


But if a poor Tradeſman by ſuch an injuſtice chance 
to go down in the World, to ſuffer a Seiſure of his 
Goods, or his Perſon, you muſt account for the damages 
alſo. For you are the cauſe of his Mis fortune, and by 


conſequence muſt anſwer for it. 


To be plain, (ſaid N. N.) my Eſtate lies ſick of a 


Conſumption; the Dice have me upon its Vitals ; and 


Riot has brought it ſo low, that 


fear, ir's now paſt re- 


covery. I cannot cancel 7 Scores without throwing 
0 


drawing in my Retinue, or 


living upon Curteſie. Now either way expoſes my Re- 


putation to the publick Obliquy, and my Perſon rather to 
Raillery than Compaſſion. For misfortune in our Age is a 


eſt of ir ſelf, and a little fooling upon the Subject makes 

ad Circumſtances inſupportable. When a Coar is 
threadbare, how eaſe is it to pick a hole? When a Man 
can ſcarce keep his head above Water, a ſmall weight 
plunges him ro the botrom. Though he may ſtruggle a- 
gainſt one Committimus, a Leaſh will certainly fink him 
in a Dungeon; and theſe Furies ſeldom appear ſingle. I 
confeſs my inclination leans not towards the King'sbench 
or the* Marſhaiſea, I am for a free Air, and hate to lie 


at the Mercy of a Turn-key. 


Irs more eaſie ( anſwer'd Euſebius) to commit, than 
to excuſe an injuſtice. Eſtate- diſeaſes like thole of the 
Body, muſt be cured by a ſlender Diet. Riot and High 
fare enforce the Fever, enflame the Blood, and breed ill 
Hamours. And I have known ſome Eſtates brought back 
from the laſt Agony to a perfect State of Health and Vi- 
gour, by a ſhort pittance of Barly-broth. I perſwade 
you, to make a Trial of the Recipe, enter into a Courſe 
of Phyſick. But then (as you hope for benefit) come 
not within the ſmoke of the Town ; the remedy requires 
the freſh Air of the Campaign, Retirement and Solirude, 
To ſpeak plain, retrench Expences, diſmiſs Equipages, 
reform Attendants, reſerve one fourth part of your Re- 


venues for ſubſiſtence, 4 wo for Creditors, 
„ 


Five 


Hun- 
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hundred per Annum well managed will go farther than 
two thouſand ill. And altho the Sumn anſwers not the 
Extra vagancies of a Town Debauchee, it will keep 
touch with the occaſion of a ſober Gentleman. For! 
can aſſure you, Birth is not ſo expenſive as Prodigality; 
Gravity of Behaviour and Moderation ſer it off, and giye 
it a finer luſtre than all the coſtly Trappings of Pomp, 
Equipage and Riot. 
Bur People will laugh, if you ſhrink your Figure, pack 
up for the Country, and ſtint Expences ? Suppoſe they 
do ; to ſtifle their Mirth, will you pawn an Eſtate ? And 
play the Fool ro buy off their Fooling ? Will you rather 
ſtand their ſcorn, than their merriment ? And be deſpi. 
ſed in Poverty, than rally'd in a comfortable Fortune ? 
Retrieve your Eftate, and Credir will riſe in proportion; 
he never wants regard, who is ſtock d with Money; 
nor he contempr, who is unfurniſh'd. 
Sparing and parſimony lead not ro Newgate or the 
Ning s- bench; bur Prodigality, Gaming, Wine and Mil. 
ſes : Credirors will bear more years with men, who take 
ſure meaſures to pay their debts, rhan days with thoſe 
who increaſe them. 
But methinks, Conſcience and Duty ſhould take place 

of all Temporal Views. A Chriſtian that believes there 
is a Hell ro puniſh Injuſtice, ſhould not make himſelf 
miſerable beyond Redemption, upon a groundlels forfei- 
ture of Reputation, For on my word, dear Sir, Credit 
in the next World is no protection; when once Injuſtice 
has plunged you into Flames, the Reputation of Alexan- 
der will not bail you. 

Now, (as I ſaid before) it's a heavy injuſtice to pay 
Merchants only with empry Promiſes, and yer more 
heavy to return for Ware, Curſes and Imprecations. 
For to be free with you, Sir, Gentlemen that diſcharge 
their Debts with ſuch adulterate Coin, enhance the reck- 
- oning, and commence Thieves and Robbers. Indeed 
they play not at (mall Game upon the King's High-way, 
nor take a Purſe with a Piſtol in their hand, and a damn 
ye deliver in their Mouths. They have more concern 
for their Skin, than to embark in an Enterprize that 
Jeads to a Halter. But however, tho they endanger not 
their Necks, they ſtab their Conſcience; and if they 
ſtand clear of the infamy of padding, they avoid * = 

Ullt. 
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Cuilt. For ro refuſe payment is no leſs an Injuſtice be- 
be God, than to plunder on the High-way. 

God forbid, I ſhould refuſe payment, (ſaid N. N.) 
Bur alas, I am in no condition. My Debts run high, 
and my Eſtate low; Taxes ſweep away one part, my 
Family another; and when preſent Expences exceed 
Receiprs, how ſhall I croſs our the paſt ? 

Under favour ( ſaid Euſebius] you refuſe by your 
conduct, tho not by your words, and that is more fig- 
nificant, nor leſs criminal. You rattle in a Coach and 
ix; glitter in Embroidery ; hector in Taverns, and ſleep 
upon the* Dice. You take up at intereſt, and yer pay 
none, Is not this the ſtraight- way to beggar your ſelf firſt, 
and then all you deal with? For is not ſuch a miſma- 
nagement the high-road to beggary ; and conſequently 
does ir not lead you into an impoſſibility of paying ? If 
ou refule not payment, apply due means, leſſen charges 
and ſtint Prodigality ro meer neceſſaries: This is your 
intereſt as well as duty. And ir no leſs concerns your 
Eſtate, than your Soul. For in a word, (I muſt repeat 
t) without reparation of damages, there is no Salvation. 
Who wilfully leaves this World in debt, muſt pay it in 
the other; and tho he eludes the proſecution of Credi- 
ors here, he cannot avoid the Juſtice of the Almighty 
hereafter. 

The Gentleman heard good Counſel, and was within 
an Ace of following it. He ſaw his Eſtate lay ar ſtake, 
gerber wich his Soul, and that he poſted on to beggary 
and damnation. He confeſs d Euſebius's Advice was the 
moſt ſecure, rho' the leſs palarable ; that good husbandry 
might rerrieve his finking Fortune, and furniſh ſupplies 
for Uſe and Payment. But on a ſudden, forſooth he 
would turn Politician, and play 'd the fool out of a Princi- 
ple of Wiſdom. The matter calls ( ſaid he) for deli- 
beration and thought; repentance treads on the heels of 
quick reſolutions ; pray give me leave to paule before I 
kap from one extreme to the other. 

He took leave of Euſebius, and poſted to Town, and 
with the ſame ſpeed to his ruin. For here Prodigality 
began his misfortune, and ill Counſel compleated it. He 
lubpzna'd a juncto of deſperate Debauchees to his Lodg- 
Ings ; he open d the State of his concerns, and the advice 
of Euſeb3us, But he might as well have flown for San- 
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| Qtuary into a Den of Aſſaſſins, or ſecur d his Purſe in tb 


hands of a High- way. man, or learn'd the way to Patz. 
diſe from the Devil himſelf, as expect wholſome Agric. 
from thoſe who follow the worſt, and place intereſt be. 
fore conſcience. Theſe Harpies had given a helping 
hand to the Gentleman's misfortune, and thruſt him 
blindfold upon the brink of the Precipice. They gaind 
by his Loſſes, and drain'd his Purſe ar play, to fill the; 
own ; ſo that to counſel Parcimony, was to plead apainf 
themſelves, and damn up the Channel that ſupplied their 
Debaucheries with nouriſnment. N 

What wonder therefore their Advice was as cantrary 
to Euſebiuss, as their Deſigns ? Detperate remedies (fa 
they) are only to be apply d in deſperate Diſeaſes. Why 
will lop off an Arm or a Leg for a Pimple ? Or drink 
Anti mony for a Tertian ? When there is no cure, ſome- 
thing may be ventur d; but when there is no danger, 
take nor a bowl of Ratsbane for a Preſervative. Your 
Eſtate, Sir, is incymber'd, but nor ſpent ; it runs low, 
bur I ſuppoſe Merchant's Regiſters are not like enchanted 
Circles, when once you are in, there is no ſtepping our, 
One lucky Chance at dice will reſcue all, and make 
Scores even. Fortune has indeed frown'd upon you; 
ſhe will begin ro ſmile. She is a Female, fond of change, 
unaccuſtom'd to conſtancy ; and when ſhe has thrown 
off her Spleen and Ill-nature, ſhe over-ſers a Man with 
Kindneſs and Courtſhip, T. V. was brought to a ſolitatj 
Guinea; but then good luck veer'd about into the right 
corner, and this ſingle piece ferch'd back twenty thou: 
ſand; ſo that he had never ſoar d fo high, had he not 
fell lo low, nor eſcap'd his ruin, had he not come ſo 


near it. . 
This remedy was indeed more dangerous than the 


diſeaſe, and as mortal to Eſtate-diſtempers, as Poiſon to 


thoſe of the Body. However, they ſtole upon his blind 
fide; ſo that he ſurrender d not only without reſiſtance, 
bur even with pleaſure and tranſport. Gaming was his 
predominant Paſſion, and this eafily reconciled his Pa- 
late to the Preſcription; nay, and turn'd the Medicine 
into a Regale. You have nick d (ſaid he) the point. 
He that cures disjointed Eſtates by recreation, and con- 
veys health thro pleaſure, is a Surgeon in good earneſt 


He falls then. to gaming; bur alaſs, cogg d Dice were 
N too 
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o hard for good Luck; and Fortune, that turn'd tail 
tefore, now quite deſerted him. His bags droop d, and 
his credit hung the Wings; his Money was flown ; and 


too his Lands changed not their place, they went over 
co other Landlords. All his companions like Rats in a 


form abandon'd rhe ſinking Veſſel, and he found himſelf 


in a Jail, before he dream'd of a Baily. Here this un- 
forrunare Gentleman ſees his paſt Errours, but no way 
w correct em. Loſt Grace may be recover d by Tears, 
bur not Eftares, We may weep our ſelves into Heaven, 
got into a Forture, nor out of Confinement, He mea- 
ſares a great length, that vaults from abundance into 
porerty. The fall daſhes in pieces not only the proſpect, 
bat the very hope of a return, Nothing remains bur the 
ſenſe of the preſent Calamiry, and the remembrance of a 
paſt Felicity. So that like the damn d, they are tor- 
mented with the pain of loſs, as well as with that of 
ſenſe; and the Ghoſt of their darling pleaſures, revive 
meerly ro perform rhe Office of Executioners. Bur did 
theſe poor Gentlemen underſtand this obvious piece of 
Chymiſtry, to tranſmute Neceſſity into Vertue, to bear, 
with reſignation to Providence, the misforrune folly and 
fin have drawn upon 'em, I would pronounce them hap- 
y in their misfortune ; Bur alas, they rather rage than 
repent, deplore their reſtraint without dropping one 
Tear for their Debauches, the cauſe of it; and ſo in the 
end they ſtep from one Dungeon to a worſe, from a 
Temporal Confinement, to an Eternal one. This is the 
end of thoſe who receive favours without 1 
and puniſhment without humiliation ; that neither praiſe 
Cod for his Mercies, nor pray to him under his Judg- 
ments. 


How Euſebius behaved binſelf to bis Domeflicks. 


Tho Euſebius retired from the Town, he intended not 
o turn Hermit, nor to disband from Society and Con- 
rerſation. He was no publick Enemy, like Timon to his 
Species, nor a Friend to ſowreneſs and ill-nature. He 
knew the life of a Chriſtian might ſtand with that of a 
Centleman; that he might comply with all the Duties 
a Religion, without ſtæpping below his Station. He 
lerefore kept up an Equipage, rather genteel than great; 
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It anſwer'd his Quality, and was proportion d to his Re. 
venues. So that he neither incumber d his Eſtate wich 

unſeaſonable Expences ; nor better d it by a ſordid par. r 
cimony. He was content with his preſent Fortune, and V. 
neither deſired to be greater, nor fear d much to be le(, Ir. 
For indeed he was too low for Envy, and yer too high re 


for Contempt. | 


RH 

He rather behaved himſelf ro his menial Servants like en, 
a Father, than a Maſter ; and always treated em as free. Wl "* 
born Subjects, not Slaves. He could not endure the WM anc 
conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, who ſhow leſs concern for em 
a poor Domeſtick, than a Beaſt of burden, and let hin WM © * 
live a Brute without Religion or Inſtruction, ſo he car. 
ries on their bufineſs, and works himſelf down to ſuppon WI 
their Riot. He was ſenſible the difference even between 
a Prince and a Peaſant lies in. Fortune, not in Nature; Wl beet 
that their pretenſions in the next World are equal; and 


that even in this a flave in the fight of God, that practi. WM £* 
ſes Vertue, is more noble than an Emperour over grown ice 
with fin. He thought therefore himſelf obliged in duty 7 

of 2 


and conſcience to take care of their Souls, as well as of 
their Bodies ; ro allow Inſtructions as well as Food, and 
ro accompany their Wages with an addition of good 


Coun ſel, 
| 2. 


For this purpoſe he entertain d a Chaplain, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs was only to inſtruct the Family, ro inſtil the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity into the hearts of his Domeſticks; 
to train em up in Vertue, withdraw em from Vice, and 
to bring em into acquaintance with their duty; which 
is ſeldom known, and more ſeldom practiſed by this ler- 
vile Rank of Men. What Religion are you of, ſaid a Lady 
of my Acquaintance to her Maid? Religion, forſocth, 
(anſwer'd the poor Creature) i, for Gentlefolks. She 
ſuppoſed drudgery was the End of her Creation ; that 
expectation of future Happineſs lay out of her way, 
And thus ſhe liv'd in Chriſtendom like a Barbarian in the 
Wilds of America, without hope of a future Reward, or 
fear of Puniſhment. Hence Gentlemen's Families ſerve 
too often for Nurſeries to Newgate, and the Stews, For 
their Dependants being brought up in Idleneſs on the one 
hand, and Licentiouſneſs on the other, (when — 

: | HOOK IHE > ey 


3 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 381 


they know not where to retire. And fo the Maids live 
proſtitures, and the Men die Thieves and Robbers. 


1 Whereas did they train up their Domeſticks in Chriftian 
0 principles, and innure em to the Practice, they would 
oe more uſeful even to the management of their 
5 Temporal Concerns, and leſs burthenſome to the Stare. 
For certainly a Man thar has no Principle of Religi- 
e, bas leſs of Morality. - Few People are juſt, that have 
» Wl Reaſon to be ſo, and many invitations to Treachery 
de und Deceit. With what ſecurity therefore can a Maſter 
Wl employ choſe in buſineſs, who only change the diſcovery 
oa theft wich the fin, and vary the Fact (like the Lace- 
* lemoni ans) into a Vertue? Alas, infideliry will baffle 
ation, and over-reaching will beat out more Plots, 
en tan an Argus can diſcover. Who has a conſcience 
e: Leeds no Spies, and who has none will out- wit a hundred. 
, 3. 
0 Euſebius would never admit a Debauchee into his ſer- 
on WM vice. He thought no man would be faithful to his Ma- 
ty ter, who was a Traitor to his God; much leſs careful 
of Wi ef anothers concerns, who was forgerful of his own, Be- 
nd (des, Vice is diffuſive, and ſpreads by commerce like the 
ad Plague. One wicked Perlon throws the contagion a- 


mong a thouſand, and it's odds ſome will take it up; 
and when once it gains upon a Family, it ſeldom ſtops, 
till the infection becomes Epedimical, and the diſtemper 
incurable. So that he always examin'd more narrowly 
: Wl «Servants behaviour, than his abilities; and oftentimes 
d good life atoned for unexperience. Clumſineſs (ſaid 
ich de) may be poliſh'd by civil Converſation, and skill 
en- nay be im roved by practice, but vitious habits ſeldom 
dy Wl veer off: They are roo ſtubborn for inſtruction, and 
+; WY roof to Homily, and good Counſel. 


4. 

ba Wben he was forced to reprehend, he avoided heat, 
iy, ud never flew our into ſtrains of indecency. He knew 
the at Anger was ungovernable and clamorous; and as 
or unit to give, as to take advice. Ir drowns Reaſon by 
rve {I vile and tumult, and (ſeldom pronounces a juſt Sentence, 
ror but when it intends an unjuſt one: It throws a Man off 
* bis guard, and even below his dignity, and betrays thoſe 
500 weakneſſes, we ſhould bluſh ro own upon the Torture. 
ney WY Hence he uſed to ſay, that a 6—ͤ— J _ 

eldom 
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and ſtruck out reſentment, not ſorrow. Wherefore his 
words were as mild as his countenance ; and the ſedate. 
neſs of his geſture anſwer d the ſweetneſs of his Language, 
Nothing opprobrious paſs d his Lips, nothing tempeſtu- 
ous, nothing unbeſeeming the Mouth of a Gentleman, 
or the Ears of a Chriſtian. In fine, his reprimands taſted 
always ſtronger of Honey, than of Gall; and they were 
receiv'd by ſome with repentance, by all with parience, 
and by none with indignation, 

Some Gentlemen of his acquaintance took the liberty 
to tell him, that his mildneſs would ſoon meet with con- 
tempt, and his. affabiliry with ſcorn ; that theſe under. 
rare Mortals are as incapable to be moved by kindneſs, 
as to practiſe it; that a Cane mends more faults in a 
i er, than dogmatlzing in a twelve month; and that 
nothing affects their Will, but what lies heavy upon their 
Senſe. But thoſe Sparks talked juft as they acted, and 
only diſapproved Euſebius's method by commending their 
own. However, an unlucky accident admonifh'd one of 
theſe Cenſors of his miſtake, and convinced him ad ho 
minem, that roughneſs is not always in ſeaſon, and that 
blows rather provoke, than awe an inferiour, and ſooner 

ſtir up diſobedience, than reſpect. | 
By chance, poor Dick reaching the Oil to his Maſter, 
liquor d his Wig, and the over-ſighr ſpread to the borders 
of a new Sute a-/a-mode, The poor Fellow ſuffer d the 
rack in the very accident, and expiated the guilr of the 
offence in the very commiſſion : But the Squire, who was 
extremely ſmitten with drapery, and rated the ornaments 
of his Back, above all rhe embelliſhments of his Brain, 
broke out into all the indecencies of Language and Ge- 
ſtore. He firſt damned poor Dick to the Pit of Hell; 
then Son of a Whore'd him to all intents and purpoſes; 
and in fine, bedaubd him with all the unbeſeeming 
Tropes of Billingſgate, and the Bear- garden. The very 
knowledge of ſuch mean ſtuff miſbeſeems a Gentleman; 
but the ſpeaking it degrades him, recalls his Patent, and 
breaks his Eſcutcheon. Dick begg'd his pardon, but rage 
got the anſcendant over Monſieur's reaſon, and fury 
- would not hearken to any Articles of Accommodation 
The Spark flew from the Table (the Oil had fired the 
Brain) and purſued Dick with a Cane in his * 
aths 
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Oaths in his Mouth : The poor Wrerch would have 
compounded for a Limb; but when he ſaw no way open 
for a Retreat, he fac'd about: The Cane had bear our all 
reſpect, and ſelf-preſervation took place of duty and obe- 
dence. He returned with uſury the blows he had re- 
ceived. In fine, the Man maſter'd the Maſter ; and 
plain Dick, over-· top d Right Worſhipful. The Company 
ſtep d in between; ſome ſtared, and others rail'd, and 
all laugh'd at the Comedy. After Dinner, Euſebius took 
the Gentleman aſide, and minded him of his Extrava- 


ance. | 

, I ſuppoſe, Sir, (ſaid he) you have drop'd your former 
opinion. That an high Hand, and an imperious Brow 
keep Servants to their duty. The beſt way to perſwade 
them to obey with reſpect, is to command with modera- 
tion. Judge firſt of Faults before you puniſh them, and 
never {well a Fly into an Elephant. You muſt wink ar 
ſome offences, laugh at others, and chaſtiſe all with 
calmneſs and charity : Pur a difference berween a Chance 
and a deliberare Action. Treat not an innocent over- 
ght, and a malicious Treaſon with the ſame ſeverity : 
Proportion the pain to the fault; and ſo when the offence 
i; trivial, rake care the puniſhment be not exorbitant. 
When a Servant deſerves a Cane, it's time to diſmiis 
bim; and it's more honourable ro turn him off, than to 
ſtoop to the Function of a Town Beedle. In a word, 
Sir, remember that to engage with an equal is dangerous, 
with a ſuperiour fooliſh, and with an inferiour contemp- 
tible, 


| PER 
Euſebiuss Conduct won all his Domeſticks; not only 


their Hands, but alſo their Hearts lay at his Devotion: 
They carry 'd on his intereſt wich as much eagernels, as 


if they they promoted their own: They reſpected him 


as a Maſter, and lov'd him as an indulgent Father. And 
the fear of diſpleaſing him kept them more within the 
compaſs of their duty, than the apprehenſion of puniſh- 


ment; and they rather deſir d to feel his Anger, than to 
delerve it. | 


6. | 

Swearing and blaſpheming are comprehenſive Vices ; 
and if Cuſtom had the ſecret of Tranſmutation, (like 
Chymiſts) they would challenge a place among the Ver- 
| tues. 
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rues. Chriſtians who are forbid to ſwear by any thing 
aſſume liberty of ſwearing by all things: One woll 
think the breach of the Precept, was the only deſign the 
aim'd at; and diſobedience ro God's Commands, thei 


only Diverſion. Gentlemen, without doubt, firſt broughs 
this helliſh Dialect into Faſhion, and Servants, who ate 


their Berrers, have improv'd it. | 
Great Gentlemen's Families have laid down the Lan 
guage of their Country, ro take up that of the damn d 


and it's hard to determine whether thoſe Maſters, who 


ir ſuch hideous Expreſſions, are more guilty tha 
thoſe who ſpeak em. 

Euſebius could not endure this execrable Jargon, I 
ſowr'd his Blood, and made his Hearing a Burthen, A 
thouſand good qualities in a Servant, made no atone 
ment, in his Opinion, for this only bad one; and tho 
he pitied thoſe failures, that ſavour d of weakneſs, he ne- 
ver gave quarter to blaſpheming : Other Vices ( ſaid he) 
make bold with God's Commands, this outrages his very Per. 
ſon ; it adds inſult to Diſobedience, and contempt to Abuſe: 
It's a ſympton of no Religion. For who will revile the ven 
Being be adores 2 Or rally and worſhip the ſame Object? 
And then what reſpect can a Maſter expect, from him that 
turns upon his Creator, and flies in the Face of the Omni- 
potent o In fine, (continued he) they are Nuiſances to 
Human Nature, and deſerve rather to be proſecuted as 
publick Enemies to our Species, than to be entertain d as 
Domeſticks. He endeavour'd to reclaim them by Re- 
proof and Exhortation; but when he ſaw no amend- 
ment, he diſmiſs dem without delay. No interceſſion of 
Friends, or proſpect of Intereſt, could perſwade him to 
harbour theſe declar'd Enemies of the Almighty. They 
affront the vertuous, debauch the unwary, and are'both 
a ſcandal and grievance to the Family they live in. Re- 
bels ro God ſhould be barr'd of Protection, no leſs than 
Traitors to their Prince. To receive the guilty 1s to 
countenance their Crime, as really in one caſe as in 
the other. | 

Had Gentlemen a due regard for the Honour of God, 
( id eft) were they Chriſtians in good earneſt, theſe 
wretched Liberties of their Servants, would ſtop their 
Blood, and make em {wear with a diſguſt and horrour ; 
they would diſcard theſe puny Giants who dare * the 
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Omnipotent, and invoke his Name to burleſque his Ju- 
tice ; they would clear their Families of all theſe Rakes 
that infect the Air they breath, and the Earth they walk 
on. That by a ſtrange Meramorphoſe, turn the Dwel- 
lings of Men into the Habitation of Devils; and the 
Torments of the damn'd into the Diveriion of the Liv- 
ing: For I can aſſure you Gentlemen's Houles are too of- 
ten a lively Picture of Hell; there you will ſee all the 
Lewdneſs of Hell, and hear all the Language of that 
curſed Region, with only this difference, that thoſe un- 
happy Creatures below blaſpheme God, of whom they 
hope no Mercy; and theſe above lampoon him, of whom 
they expect Pardon: Nay, here are Devils alſo ; not in- 
deed by nature, but practice, and almoſt every thing be- 
ſdes brimſtone and deſpair. Would Gentlemen reform 
this unbeſeeming Dialect, Servants would caſt it off, bur 
when ir is ſpoke in the Parlour, it's taken up in the 
Kuchen, ir walks into the Stables, and fteals into all the 
ſervile Offices of the Houſe. For Servants wear their 
Maſter's Vices, as well as their Livery, and copy their 
Actions, to purchaſe their Favour : In that, curſing, ſwear- 
ing, and indeed all Vice is degrading ; but when it gets 
into Great Houſes : When Nobility abets it, and Quality 
gives it Countenance and Entertainment, it changes com- 
plection, and becomes modiſh, and creditable. And this 
is the reaſon Imprecations and Oaths are ſo far frequent 
among us; for an innocent over-fight, we ſend a Servant 
to the Devil, and call down upon him all rhe Diſeaſes, 
all rhe Plagues of this World and the next. Oaths are 
us d by all Perſons, and to complear the Impiety on all 
occalions, we court and quarrel in this Language: We 
expreſs our Kindneſs and Averſion, our Joy and our Grief 
in the ſame Terms. Succeſs is waited on by Oaths, as 
well as diſappointments ; and they ſer off Teniper as 
well as Paſſion. In fine, they run through all our diſ. 
courſe; they ſtand up in the room of ſenſe ; and one 
would think, we were furniſh'd with no other Rherorick 
or Reaſon, His care wrought good effects in the Fami- 
ly, and his example better; (wearing was an unknown 
Language, as well as ribaldry ; and all thoſe Vices which 
hover abour great Men's Palaces found no Entertainment, 
no admittance in his. When there aroſe any conteſt be- 


ween his Domeſticks, he took cognizance of it himſelf, 
| Cc and 
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and compos d all differences with the Equity of a Judge | 
and the Charity of a Father. No body refus'd to ang Wl ane 
to bis Arbitration, becauſe they were ſure partiality would by 
have no hand in the Judgment; but that unbyaſs d either WM 0915 
by averſion or kindneſs, he examin d the Cauſe withou vit) 
taking notice of the Perſons. And indeed, his Conduct MI fra 
(pread ſuch a Reputation abroad of his Equity and Wit, cu 
dom, that his Neighbours put their Concerns in his Hands | 
and rather appeal'd to his Arbitration, than ro the Law MW (cit 
that enriches indced the Lawyer, but beggars the Plain. WM thro 
tiff; who often gains the Suit, but loſes his Eſtate. mel 

. This piece of Charity rais'd an unexpected Enemy, {WI are 
who attack d Euſebius with Might and Main. The ſtory loft 


deſerves a Relation · It will delight and inſtruct, and o {Wl Ses 
convey profit through pleaſure. COM Shif 
| roon 
Philargyrus's Character. as 


_ Philargyrus (for ſo I muſt Chriſten the Gentleman con 
was born to a low Fortune [ Raſcal in York ſpire was the ſome 
place of his Birth, ] and the denomination jumpt with favor 
his Perſon. He only inherited the common Benefits of fourr 
Mankind; the Karth to walk on, the Air to breath, andi ** b 

all the Rivers of the World to drink: Being leanly pro. 


vided by nature, he reſolvd to ſet up for himlelf; and with 
though he wanted Materials, he was not ill furniſh'd of i de © 
Reſolution: He had no mind ro wander upon the Com- */ — 

. 


mon : Poverty ſeem d. to him unfaſſtionable, Dependance 
hung uneaſie, and he thought Courteſie an uncertain Re- hon, | 
venue. He had receiv'd of Nature a lively Wir, and of n 
Education a weak Conſcience 3 be improv'd that h '"*"is 
ſtudyv, and wore out this by Practice; ſo that ar laſt he tte F 
rurn'd it out of Service, or left it for a pawn with a Bro- the S 
ker: For Conſcience and Lawyers are not to be recon-WI Haim 
.cild ; they can ſcarce be brought to lodge under the clinat 
ſame Roof, but never to lie in the ſame Bed, Mone 
was his paſſion; and if he could ſecure the end, he re- of Ce 
ver bogld at the means. He charg'd through all the Blood 


Niceties of Morality, and ſcorn d to ſtop at hard Name: P!es o 
invented by Schoolmen, and fear'd by Fools. Honour bold « 
( aid he) and Conſcience are pretty things enough; the) Th 
jingle upon. the Ear, bur not in the Pocket; they and a 
are orthodox in Speculation, but heretical in ＋ . 

| | * and 1 


| 
| 
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and Commerce. A Man that intends to thrive muſt not ſteer 
by Foreign Opinion, nor ſtartle at a Set of formal Noti- 


ons, that cramp Merit, = the Spirits, and confine Acti- 
viry to a ſmall compaſs: Theſe Principles took off re- 
ſtraint, made room for vigorous Efforts; removed the dif- 
ficulries of buſineſs, and pointed out a ſhort cut ro Expe- 
dition and Succels: For a Man that has diſcharg d Con- 
ſcience, laid open the incloſures of Good and Evil, 
thrown off the incumbrances of Right and Wrong, and 
melted down juſt and unjuſt into the ſame Maſs ; that re- 
gards Generofiry as farce and ceremony, Piry as childiſh 
ſoftneſs, and Honeſty as a check ro induſtry ; that hag- 
gles away his credit for Six-pence, and his Soul for a 
Shifling, has line enough to ſport bis Net in, and Elbow- 
room more than enough for Invention, 

We muſt not therefore wonder a Man thus equipp'd 
for Advancement met with Succeſs; for torrune and no 
conſcience are generally on the ſame fide; and though 
ſometimes ſhe dotes on young Men, ſhe oftner flings her 
favours upon Reprobates. He was by conſtitution one 
fourth of a Raſcal, (i. e.) Scrivener and Solicitor ; and 
to be cheat all over, he commenced Attorney. So that 
this one man, poſſeſt all the ill qualities of the ſpecies 
without the allay of a good one; he was Scrivener on 
the -— ot Sollicitor on the other, and Monſter in eve- 
ry Limb. 

He had glean'd up all the little Artiſices of his profeſ- 
fon, and augmenred the number by a freſh ſupply of his 
own Invention; for he was ſenſible time and uſe wear out 
Intrigues, as well as Cloaths ; and that the Gentlemen of 
the Roll muſt recruit their Forces, no leſs than thoſe of 
the Sword; that a Legerdemain once diſcover'd, like a 
maimed Soldier, is unfit for Service. In a word, his in- 
clinations were ungenerous, his practice unwarrantable ; 
be lay below the paſſion of Love, and flew above that 
of Compaſſion ; he broke through all the Barriers of 
Blood, through all the Regards of Honour, and Princi- 
ples of Humanity. And indeed, what Verrue can take 
bold of a Rake, when Intereſt comes in competition? 

There are Lawyers of Fortune, as well as Soldiers; 
and as theſe will fight on any fide for Pay, thoſe will 
plezd on any for a Fee, and often on both. Ph:{argyrus was 
« this Temper ; he — his Clients Purſe, * 
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he enter d into the Merits of the Cauſe, and always pro- 


nounc'd the Suit juſt, if the Man was Wealthy ; bur 
where there was no Money, there was never any Title 
Gold, and Right went hand in hand, and 1/7ong perpe. 
tually waited upon Poverty. He play d firſt his Tricks 
of Legerdemain in Town; he wheedled People into his 
Snares, and decoy d them into their Ruin. Bur time laid 
open the Impoſture, and unmask'd his Arrtifice ; ſo that at 
length, like frigared Birds, the Citizens grew wild ; they 
rook wing at his very ſhadow, and he could never come 
within ſhot. And what wonder that reaſon ſhould teach 
caution, as well as inſtinct ; and ill uſage clap Men on 
their guard, as well as Beaſts, - | 

_ He changes therefore his Camp, and wheels off into 
the Country to forage the Peaſant, as he had gull'd the 
Merchant; he is armed cap a pied with Codes and Par. 
defts, Statutes and Reports, Bur in a Tun of Law there 
was not one Grain of Juſtice ; he left this in Tewn, to- 
. gether with his Ears to ſave expences, to inſinuate, that 
People ſnould nor wonder if he was deaf to the com- 
plaints of Widows and Orphans, ſeeing he had loſt the 
faculty of hearing. q*. 

He found the good People in a Neighbourly Corre- 
ſpondence employed in Tillage; they had no lealure to 
think of fewds, nor mind to ſtart quarrels ; they carried 
on their own buſineſs without entering into the concerns 
of others, and enjoy d their own without the troublelome 
thoughts of fear or envy, No ſooner was he ſettled a- 
mong them, but the Scene changed. Theſe Boors began 
to talk of Law; and Encroachments ; of Forfeitures, and 
Seizures ; ſo that the Diſeaſe that raged in Hudibrass 
days ſeized upon the Clowns of Middleſex and Surry. 


When civil dungeon firſt grew high, 

And Men fell out they knew not why : 
When hard words, jealouſies and fears, 
Set Folks together by the Ears, 


The Furies ſeemed to have left Hell ro haunt the 
World, and forſaken the damned to plague the. living. 
They tranſplanted the Gibberiſh of Meſtminſter-Hall into 
the Country. Tom and Dick laid down their How goes tit 
Market, to talk of Statutes, Precedents, Reports, Writs 0 
Errour, Reverſe of Fudgment, &c, One would ＋ 
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thought the Jargon of the Bar had our-lawed the Tongue 
of the Country; and ſome that the French King ſhip d 
for England his Norman Language, to open a Paſſage for 
his Arms. There was Action upon Action: The Son 
ſued rhe Father for an allowance: The Wife ſer upon 
the Husband for a ſeparate Maintenance: One mortga- 
ged his Tenement to recover Damages; another pleaded 
away 100 J. per Annum, to chop at five; and in the end 
people bought Law, and Philargyrus (wept away all their 
Money; ſo that he our-ran the very Lawyer in the Fa- 
ble; for this only = rhe Oyſter, bur our Atrorney 
pockered the very ſhell into the bargain : He ſlipt into 
their Livings, when he had privateer d upon their Purſe, 
For even thoſe who gained the Suit loſt their Capital, 
to quit his Bill of Charges. 

Its ſtrange a Chriſtian could intend ſuch miſchief, and 
yet more, that one Pettifogger could act ir. Bur the 
Truth is, the Lawyer was roo hard for the Chriſtian ; rhe 
Profeſſion got the better of Religion. Beſides, though 
his Forehead was double gilt with Braſs, his Tongue was 
ſteeped in Oil; he was Maſter of his words, and what 
is more, of his Conſcience ; a Flatterer in folio, and no 
Man better skill'd in the Art of moving the Paſſions; he 
could rranſmure Phlegm into Choler ; and then by a turn 
of the Tongue, harangue down the Hurrican into a Calm; 
he had a hundred Precedents at a dead- lift, and could 
throw over a bad Cauſe, all the Varniſh of a good one: 
In a word, he was an errand Lawyer, (id eſt ) all Paint, 
all Plaiſter ; honeſt without, and knave within. 

our Cauſe is good, (laid he to William) give me my Fee, 
and Id fend it. Now the poor Fellow had no more 
tight, than to the Empire of China. At the Trial a Verdict 
paſſes againſt him. Were are we now, Mr. Attorney, 
cries /illiam 2 My Fee, (anſwers Philargyrus) Tl move 
the Court in arreſt of judgment. But ſentence is confirm'd, 
and Will's hopes fink with his Purſe. We ære ft, (ſays 
the poor Man.) Not yet, ( anſwers Mr. Attorney ) my Fee, 
and PI! bring a Writ of Errour, But here again Judg- 
ment is confirmed, and Wills condemn'd ro cofts and 
charges. What now, good Sir! (ſays W.liam, with a 
bolefl Accent) There j no more to be fe (replies Maſter 
Attorney with a Shrug,) Pay the Knave his money, and 1 


an ſatisfied, | 
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So Lawyers, leſt the Bear Defendant, H 
And Plantiff Dog ſheuid make an end on: and 
Do ſlave and toil with Writs of Errour, ro pu 
Reverſe of Fudgments and Demurrer, ty be 
To let em breath a while, and then than 
Hoop, and ſo ſet em on again. — 


The Defendant went away with one part of Hi; very 
livelihood, the Attorney with the other; ſo that the Law Honc 
ſtripd him to the skin, and turned him on the Pariſh I appre 
without ſupport (and what is worſe) without piry, I gener 
The poor Man complain d he was beggar d by the Law; W nate 
but he miſplaced his Misforrune, and laid it at the wrong His 
door. For as a Maſs of peccant Humours makes indeed ard | 
a man fick, and the Phyſician kills him; ſo Avarice and ill ces, a 

ontention embroil an Eſtate, bur the Lawyers ruin it; M and i 
and as no man dies of a Fever, Plague, &c. bur of the ¶ liy; 
Doctor: ſo no man is deprived of his living by the Law, WM and & 


* 4 
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However, Experience has an excellent knack at in- out ta 
ſtructing; it poliſhes the moſt unhew'd underſtanding, ¶ biaſs! 
and inftills Wiſdom into Fools: It often, indeed, raiſes M bim ir 
upon its Chap-men ar diſcretion, and rates Prudence WM voti. 
above the common ſtandard of the Market. Notwith- equall 
ſtanding the Ware keeps ſome proportion with the Price, to 4 P. 
and its goodneſs atones for the dearneſs. The good Non of 
People were now ſatisfied, Attorneys give not their la- rather 


bours zrats ; that they compoſe differences, as the Wolf lat 
parted the Dogs in the Fable, by devouring the conten- MW tis Tr 
ders; and they concluded, that beggary from the hands Min bur 
of an Attorney was worſe complexioned, than from thoſe ¶ damm. 
of a Neighbour ; that their Tongues were as infectious ¶ good F 
as the Teeth of a Crocodile, Quod dentibus laceravit nun- Miowed 
quam ſanatur ; with this only difference, that this Sei- Wand p. 
pent bires to death, and thoſe ſooth, fawn and flatter into ¶ retreat 
overty and Indigency. | | | Skilful 
They reſolved therefore to compoſe their differences, ¶ Enemy 
rather a “/ aimable than at the Bar, and ſtand to the Arbi- Ide ſta 
tration of Euſebius, than to lay their Concerns at the mer · MW Reſo 
cy of Philargyrus ; his Vertue gave in ſecurity for his up. I Tempe 
rightneſs, and his Abilities qualified him for the Poſt of Nimes h 
an Umpire; ſo that they were ſure his Sentence would N practiſi 
not claſh with his Judgment, nor probably with Jan lg hi 
L OL . ö 1 3 1 6 
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He knew a Beatitude is the Reward of a Peace-· maker · 
and embraced the trouble of this charitable undertaking, 
zo purchaſe the Vertue. For why, (ſays he) ſhall chari. 
ty be leſs couragious than intereſt 2 or caurt eaſe more 
than avarice ? If men pur themſelves on the Wheel for 
Money in hand, and Hell in reverſion ; if they rack 
their Brain, and torture Conſcience, to fence againſt Po- 
yerty, or to rear up a petty Fortune upon the ruins of 
Honour and Humanity, Why ſhall Chriſtians upon an 
apprehenſion of trouble, decline a duty that is noble and 
generous, pleaſing ro God and glorious in the very eſti. 
mare of Men ? 

His Houſe was always open to the Neighbourhood, 
and he was always at leiſnre.ro hear their grievan- 
ces, and ready to redreſs them; his aboad was eaſie 
and inviting; his behaviour without ſtifneſs, or forma- 
ly; for he thought ro be great was not to be ſtarch d 
and ſupercilious ; as he acted without intereſt, ſo he pro- 
nounced without Favour ; he regarded the Cauſe wirh- 
out raking any notice of the Perſon ; Noiſe could not 
bials him, nor Numbers fright him, nor Intereſt draw 
him into an Injuftice ; he durſt appear for injured Right, 
notwithſtanding rhe Authority of the Oppoſer, and he 
equally ſcorned ro trample upon a Beggar, and to ſneak 
to 4 Prince; and all were ſo prepoſſeſs d with the opini- 
on of his integrity, that even thoſe who loſt the Suir, 
rather blamed their Title than his Judgment. 

In the mean time Phi/argyrus was without buſineſs ; 
his Trade flagg'd, Cuſtoms fell off, and his Rents came 
in but lowly ; thoſe ſtreams that fed his Pockets were 
dammed up, or run in another Channel; ſo that his 
good Fortune was at a ſtand: Lucre ebb d, and Curles 
lowed in upon him; he raged at his diſappointment, 
and poured out a Tun of Gall upon Euſebius, the laſt 
retreat of anger and malice. For few People are un- 
Skiful ar thoſe Weapons; and he that cannot ſtab an 
Enemy with his Tongue, is fallen ſome degrees below 
the ſtare of imporence. | 

Reſolutions altered with his paſſion, like Waves in a 
Tempeſt ; one rouled upon the back of another. Some- 
limes he was for preferring an Action againſt him, for 
ptactiſing the Law witbout licence; then for repreſen- 


ing him to the Government as a diſaffected Perſon, a 
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Facebite in Faction, and a Fanatick in Religion. But 
Euſebius laugh'd at his Threats, and pitied his Malice. 
He pitch d at laſt upon a perſonal Conference, as the 
moſt effectual and leſs expenſive way to come to Term 
of Accommodation. And for this reaſon he invited him- 
ſelf to dinner. Euſebius was glad of the, occaſion; he 
had no leſs a deſire to diſcourſe with Philargyrus, than 
Philargyrus with him. The Lawyer had a mind to draw 
up his grievances againſt the Gentleman, and the Gentle. 
man to carechize the Lawyer; ſo that bath parties being 
eager to (ound the charge, what wonder they cloſed, and 

ſoon came to a hot Engagement ? * 


DIALOGUE m. 
The Abuſes of ſome Lawyers laid open; and Precepts 
Siven how to diſcharge their duty like Chriſtians. 


ENA perceiv'd at Table Philargyrus had a better 
ſtomach ro complain, than to eat; to fall upon his 
Hoff than his Dinner: For when Paſſion riles, Hunger 
falls, and Appetite finks when Gall overflows. However, 
Exſebius thought the Lawyers ſowreneſs was no prece- 
dent for rudeneſs ; that one mans failure in civilities 
c uld be no juſtification of anothers ; bur after dinner 
he took him into the Garden, that he might throw up 
'rhe. Oil that oppreſs d his ſtomach, and almoſt ſtop d re- 
ſpiration. Phzlargyrus took hold of the occaſion, and 
thus addreſs'd himſelf ro Euſebius. 
Philargyrus. I have often heard of your Piety and Wil- 
dom, bur how can I reconcile your Conduct to either? 
Be nor diſpleas'd if I defer more ro my own knowledge, 


than to fame; that cannot deceive, this is impoſing: 


It's but intelligence at ſecond hand, liable ro errour in 
its riſe, and to miſrepreſentation in the conveyance, Pray, 
Sir, where is Prudence, when you embark in every 
Man's affajr, and draw into your Forum all the Feuds 
of the Hundred? You have adjourned the Courts of 
 Weſtminſter-Hall into your privare Family ; and pro- 
nounce more Sentences from an arm'd Chair, than my 
Lord Chief Juſtice from the Bench. A Man muſt have 
2 low eſteem of eaſe to reſign it for trouble, mags” * 
bas cellity, 
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ſtand or fall by the conſtitution of the Government. 


fanſie you have not been either at the charges or trou- 


Bar, no more than that of the great Cham. How there- 


N 
others by giving em right when they have only a Title to 1 


miſtake; and tho ir exempts from Puniſhment in the 
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ceſſity, profit, or even invitation; and a mean judgment 
to proſtitute it to the Caprice of a Mercurial and reſt- 
leſs Temper. | 


Bur beſides, Sir, I ſuppoſe you veil your indiſcretion 


under the cover of Charity, and diſguiſe an unquiet Hu- 


mour with the Mask of a Vertue. But you ſhould con- 

fider your Charity ſtands upon ſlippery Ground, and 
may ſink into injuſtice before you are aware. For right | 
and wrong are meaſured by the Law ; by this renure 

we hold our Lands, and our Lives, and all Title muſt 


Now the knowledge of the Law comes not unto us by | p 
inſpiration, nor is acquir'd by the ſole Dictates of Na- 10 
ture. For the Rules of Juſtice are ſo unlike in one Me- N 
ridian,, to thoſe in another, that one would think Mens ; 
ſpecies varied with the Climate, or the Elevation had a 1 
tranlmuting Quality, and could throw things out of one 
Nature into another; that the civil Magiſtrate minted 
Vertue and Vice, which like Coin paſs d current only 
in his own Dominions. You muſt not therefore only 
read the Magna Charta of Nature, but muſt plod over 
Reports and Statutes, Gloſſes and Comments, thumb Codes 
and Pandects, and wander through all the Labyrinths of 
Cuſtom, and Precedent, This is a tedious Journey, and 


ble of it. No, the Law is to you Terra incognita, an un- 
known Region. You underſtand the Language of the 


fore will you come at the Senſe, and ſquare a Judgment 
by the Rules of Juſtice and Equiry ? I fear, good Sir, 
you kill ſome with Kindneſs, and pack others into Alm(-. 
houſes, or quarter them upon the Pariſh, our of charity, 
who notwithſtanding mighr have lived comfortably upon 
their own Eund, without being a burthen ro themlelves, 
or incumbrance to their Neighbour. Whilſt you wrong 


Poverty, and the Revenues of the Basket. I am willing 
to allow you to pronounce according to Conſcience; but 
alas, Conſcience without Law, is at beſt but an innocent 


next World, it expoſes your Neighbour ro Beggary in 
this. So that, tho' perchance it may be no crime, it's 
a very real injuſtice. Why dont you ſer up for a ge” 
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of the Faculty, as well as for a Gentlemen of the Inns of 
Court, and poſt your Recipes about the Country, as well 
as your Verdicts ? Is ir lels charitable to ſer a dying Man 
upon his Legs, than an expiring Title? To cure a bro- 
ken Arm, than a disjointed Eſtate? You are ſenſible, 
I ſuppoſe, you are unqualified tor the Employment ; thar 
you may {end Paiſon for a Remedy, and Arſenick in 
place of a Cordial. Bur, pray Sir, does not your Cha. 
rity throw you into the ſame danger? You are as great 
a ſtranger to the Law, as to the Oiſpenſatory: And as 
flenderly read in Cook upon Littleton, as in Galen or 
Hippocrates, How therefore can you diſtinguiſh between 
Right and Wrong? The Law is the ſole Standard of 
both; and even this is not ſo manifeſt as ro flaſh Evi. 
dence and Conviction, The ſenſe ſticks not on the ſur- 
face, nor perches upon the top of the letter; ir muſt be 
often drawn out by IHation and Precedent ; it's a Myſtery 
nothing bur ſtudy and practice can unriddle ; withdraw 
therefore from bnfineſs, and let controverſies run in their 
ordinary Channel: And temember Charity is prepoſte- 
rous when ir per{wades a good Action, by doing an ill 


one. 
The Gentleman expreſs d himſelf with heat and em- 
phatis, with more paſſion than reaſon, and ſometimes 


tranſgreſs d rhe common rules of decency, and breeding; 


bur he pleaded his own Cauſe, and ſo we muſt fling in 
ſome grains of allowance; for the moſt lazy Tongue, 
when kick d by intereſt, and ſpurr d on by paſſion, will 
run poſt, and ſtumble in the harry over modeſty and be- 
haviour. Euſebius ſaw he run too faſt to continue the 
career; that when he had ſhor all his Ammunition, he 


might be attack d at greater Advanrages ; and that pro- 


bably when paſſion was talk d down, reaſon might get 
rhe aſcendant. He therefore heard his harangue, with- 
out commorion or interpoſing; and when philargyrus had 
ended his invective, Euſebius began his juſtification. 
Euſebius. I perceive that the- Temple, and Grays- Inn, 
have declar d me a publick Enemy to the Hoghen Mog hen, 
learn'd in the Law; a Traitor to the Prince, and a Be- 
rrayer of the Liberty and Property of the Subject. In 
fine, guilty of all Crimes by implications, though of none 
in reality. You have drawn your Tongue in the Cauſe; 
you appear the firſt in the Field with your Quote, to 
5 prevent 
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prevent the Invaſion, and all the dire Conſequences of 
my Attempt upon the Bar and the Bench. But your pre- 
parations for War are no leſs unſeaſonable, than expen- 
five ; for I am relolv'd to entertain a friendly Coe . 
dence with * Corporation, and neither provoke nor 
truſt you. You are dangerous both ways; your friend- 
ſhip is as faral as your anger ; and he who confides in 
your Fideliry, receives more Wounds, than he who de- 
ſerves your Reſentment, However, Sir, you do well to 
keep the longa roba Militia in diſcipline ; to skirmiſn in 
jeſt, before you engage in earneſt, 

You would certainly be too blame did you rate 
Qualities by the Report of Fame, for ſhe (peaks at ran- 
dom, and 9 — without judgment or Sincerity: 
She claps Vices upon good Men, and Vertues upon 
Raſcals : She lampoons of praiſes at a venture, and adapts 
Saryr or Panegytick to the Exigence of Intereft, and the 
Biaſs of Faction, as you ſtand off in Caution and Reſerve 
for fear of a Surprize. III follow the ſame Method, 
for did I take the Size of your Morals and Religion by 
the publick Cry, I ſhould conclude you had a flender 
Proviſion of Conſcience, and none of Honour or Honeſty. 
1. You queſtion my Prudence for intruding my ſelf into 
buſineſs without Neceſſity or Invitation, and I your Re- 


ligion for the Cenſure. If Wiſdom perſuade me to Chri- 


ſtianity, Why do I forfeit it by diſcharging the Duties 
of my Profeſſion? Now, you know, Chriſt commands 
me, not only to extend my love to Friends, (which is at 
moſt a Pagan or Fewiſh Vertue) but ro my Enemies; 1 
muſt return Good for Evil, and Favours for Affronts. 
I muſt- cloath the Naked, and drop my Alms into the 
Hands of the Indigent. I muſt reconcile Enemies, and 
bring Neighbours to a good Underſtanding; and Chriſt 
pays the Labour with a Beatitude, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers, Certainly, this Earneſt of Heaven balances the 
Labour; and who engages in buſineſs upon ſuch a Pro- 
miſe, gives not his Pains 2 Intereſt therefore and 
Duty invite me to Buſineſs, viz. the Precepts of Reli - 
gion, and the Hope of Heaven, grounded upon the Pro- 
miſes of our Redeemer; and theſe are my Commiſſions 
too; ſo that my Conduct is neither illegal nor fooliſh : 
For I ſuppoſe, a Man who has Chriſt's Command, is 
armed with an unexceptionable Authority; and Fon = 
8 2 J | broa 
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broad Seal of Heaven, is as Authentick as that of the 


Realm. 
2. You are not ſatisfied of my Capacity, becauſe 1 8 
am a Stranger to the Laws. Perchance, Sir, I am more hit 
familiarly acquainred with em, than you ſuſpect. I un 
was always of opinion, a {mack of the Law was no leſs for 
neceſſary to manage an Eſtate, than to acquire one; and ch; 
that a man to avoid Circumvention, mutt dive into all I en 
the little Artifices of the Bar, and the Myſtery of plea. v. 
ing; for. whoever looks down a Precipice is within an WW au 
Ace of a Fall; and when the ſnare lies out of fight, its mi 
beyond the Power of Fore-caſt to avoid it; for this rea- po 
ſon I have turned over the Law, and methinks it has N 
ſomething of the Prophet Ezechiel's River, in which a ane 
Lamb might walk, and an Elephant ſink; a man who by 
means well, may eaſily fall upon the ſenſe ; and who in- did 
rends to play the knaye, may find a cover for his Four- W you 
beries. | 3 1 
Bur after all, an ordinary Pitrance of Law, with a ry 
good Conſcience, rids more Suits than the Science of gre; 
Cook with a bad one. Indeed, a man beaten to the Trade, ver 
may wrangle and harangue better than one that is unex- MW Co 
Oerienced in the Science of Chicane ; he may talk more MW ons 
. and embroider his Diſcourſe with Statutes and to 
recedents. | Clo 
Bur generally this is only flouriſh, Terms, and Vet-. Ene 
minſter Cant; it raiſes a duſt, flings a glitter on a bad I the 
_ Cauſe, and a gloom over a good one: Ir racks the Law Wit 
and Reaſon roo: Ir raiſes Doubts, wire-draws Suits in of | 


infinitum, and makes Demonſtration it ſelf as two hand- Thi 
led as the Pagan Oracles, Whereas, would men as ſtu- and 
diouſly employ their time ro diſcover Truth, as to over- will 
N look it; to end Debates as to perpetuate them; Senten- A 


ces would be more quick, and perchance more juſt ; at its 1 
leaſt the Subject would ſeldom plead away his whole 
Eftare, to maintain a Part, nor find Juſtice more expenſive 
than Extortion, and more barbarous than Violence: 
Nor, in fine, loſe the Subſtance to chop at a Shadow. 

I claim not the Prerogative of Infallibiliry, like my 
Neighbours, I am liable to Miſtakes, and ſubject to 
Error ; the Features of Wrong have often ſuch a Refem- 
blance with thoſe of Right, that there is no diftinguiſhing 


the one from the other; and therefore I never pretend 
| | 5 Wh 
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my Judgment (like the Laws of the Medes and Perſians ) 
as irrevocable ; thoſe who are diſſatisfied may appeal to 
higher Powers, and ſhelter themſelves and their concerns 
under the Protection of the Law, Bur, Sir, they have 
found by experience, the Expedient is dangerous and 
chargeable ; that thoſe who raiſe Suits, are nor proper to 
end em; and that few engage in the Law, without 
Wounds in the Skirmiſh, and thoſe mortal too: Nay, 
and by a ſtrange Sympathy, they are entailed on the Fa- 
mily ; and deſcend (like Chronical Diſtempers) to their 
Poſterit. 

Philargyrus. So; here is a Satyr upon the Profeſſion, 
and all that practiſe it are Cheats and Impoſtors, at leaſt 
by conſtruction; the words will bear an Action; and 
did I not reſpect your Perſon, I might bring you upon 
your Knees, and penance your Indiſcretion. 

Euſebius. You miſunderſtand me, and throw a guil. 
ry Comment upon an innocent Text. No Man has a 
greater Value for the Profeſſion than my ſelf; it's the 
very Baſis of Government, the Support of Society and 
Commerce; it's a Science that ſtops not at airy Noti- 
ons, nor ſleeps in Speculation and Revery ; it ſets Hand 
to Work, puts Bounds to Right and Wrong, procedts the 
Clown from Slavery, and the Nobility from the violent 
Encroachmenrs of the Multirude. It's as neceſſary for 
the Conlervation of Order, - as Air for that of Life. 


Without it, the greateſt Empires muſt fall into a Heap 


of Confuſion, and the World become a Retreat to 
Thieves and Aſſaſſines. Power will determine Right, 
and Force juſtifie Extortion and Violence; a long Sword 
will be Title, and Force will put in Poſſeſſion. 

As the Profeiſion is commendable, ſo Thoulands of 
its Profeſſors have been not only above Praiſe, but even 
above Calumny : Flattery could nor fawn em into an ill 
Action, nor menaces fright them from a good one; they 
were Juſt in ſpire of Intereſt, and Upright in ſpire of 
Temptation; they bore up againſt rhe Provocatious of 
Greatneſs and Favour ; they durſt defend Juſtice under 
the Diſguiſe of a Beggar, and proſecute Injuſtice, tho 
protected by Title and Authority. 

Who has not heard of the great Boetius 2 His Probity 
our-ſhined his noble Extraction; his Juſtice gave a luſtre 
to the Scarlet, and his Prudence dignified the very Dig- 

nity 
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niry he poſſeſs d; he had the Privilege to revive all Lear: by 
ning, and at his Death ro bury the whole Roman Gran. ur 
dure in his own Tomb; more glorious in his Diſgrace, M {© 
chan in the very Meridian of his Fortune, and more hap. WW 10 

y in his Miſery, than at the Top of his Proſperity. This A. 
—— Man was above Diſcouragement and ill Ulage, and . 
not ſo much as check d into indifferency by Injury, or un 
careſſed; he declared for Truth againſt Majeſty, and de- an 
claimed againſt Oppreſſion in the Face of Tyranny. ce: 

Who can ſufficiently praiſe the incomparable Sir Tb. ta 
mas More, the Glory of our Nation, and the Phoenix of W $4 
his Age.: He was the moſt able Lawyer of bis Time, MW M 
and whar is more, the beſt Man: His Vertue out ſtretchd C 
his Knowledge, and his Conſtancy was too hard for | 
Cruelry ; he mounted from the Bar to the Bench, and the 
carried on Vertue through all the Oppoſition of Avarice; W N, 
the Charms of his Honeſty were irreſiſtible; they both Cli 
conquered Prejudice, and captivated Envy it ſelf ; and ſpe 
tho he loſt his Life on a Scaffold, he went off with Fide- W Le 
liry. For what could King Harry condemn but Verrue? W on 
Or who could he pronounce guilty, but the Innocent? has 
a Diſgrace from him was more honourable, than a Patent MW cid 
of Peerage, and to be ſtrip d of a Dukedom, than to re- 2 
ceive one. | ing 

Tho' the Intereſt of Vertue is almoſt ſunk in our dege- M ove 
nerate Age; tho Conſcience and Regularity have ſmall W I uU 
footing among ns; yet I could ſingle our ſome Gentle- I tot 
men of the Law, whoſe Honeſty. vies with the moſt up- of 
righr Examples of Antiquity, as well as their Science; bal 
and if the Ancients have any Advantage, it's only that W his 
they are Originals, and our Moderns Copyiſts: Theſe 
are Men that neither bend ro Favour, nor bow to Inte- 
reft ; that proſecute Injuſtice in Power, and aber Juſtice 
under all che Diſad vantages of Poverty and Continement : 
They mind not the Plaintiff, but the Cauſe ; and rather 
ſtand for Right without Fee, than fide with Myong for 
the Double. | 
Vet, I confels the irregular Conduct of ſome, hat 
thrown a Scandal on the very Prefeflion ; and the Probity 
of many ſuffers in the Opinien of the World, for the 
mean Artifices of a few; but what wonder if ſome Chil: 
dren ot wicked Cain, mingle their Blocd, and their Pra- 


_ Rice, with the Race of Seth? A Lawyer and a Cheat are 
now 
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now Terms almoſt Synonymous; and Men that thrive 
by the Law, are ſuppoſed to live without any. But it's 
unjuſt to itigmatize a whole Body, for the Failures of 


lome Members; the Puniſhment and the Fault ſhould go 


together, and he alone ſhould bear the Reproach of a bad 
Action, that had the Face and Pleaſure of committing it. 
Thele are Men of low Fortunes, and profligare Manners, 
unable to riſe by Merit; they turn off to over-reaching, 
and ſupply the want of Worth, by Tricks and Artifi- 
ces. Such (we lay) riſe by their Wits; but it's a Mi- 
ſtake, they live by che Proſtitution of Conſcience, and 
Sale of Probity; here, Sir, you have my Senſe of the 
Matter; and if you pleale to Action me, take your 
Courle. | 

Pbilargyrus, I perceive you will not have Men exert 
their Parts, nor employ their Talents for Lucre and Gain. 
No, they muſt ruſt in a Corner, or be lock'd up in a 


Cloler ; they muſt be laid out in the publick Service, or 


ſpent in Charities; and if a Lawyer practiſes not to a 
Letter the Doctrine of Self abnegation, if he cafts an Eye 
on his od Intereſt, as well as on his Neighbours ; or 
has the Fore- ght to lay in a Proviſion for Age and Ac- 
cident, he muſt be dubb'd a Cheat, and poſted up for 
a Fourb and Impotior. I confeſs, I am not fo diſ- 
ingaged from all Temporal Concerns, as quite to 
over-look em. I will oblige my Neighbour, bur then 
I will not diſoblige my Realon ; I will furniſh out Life 
to the beſt Advantage, A Man may live by the Swear 
of his Brains, as well as by the Work of his Hands, and 
balance the Expence of his Studies, with rhe Fruits of 
bis Practice. In fine, Sir, I will mind my Client's In- 
tereſt, bur intend nor to forger my own ; he ſhall have 
Law, bur muſt return Money for the Barter. 


Euſebius, Nay, I conceive, a Lawyer that drudges 


gratis, will be over-laid with Cuſtom, rho' ſcant of 
Money; and if he ſets out with a low Fortune, he will 
not fall upon a higher in his Journey ; for as the World 
goes, Generoſity and good Nature are no thriving Embel- 
liſhments ; and when one leaves the Payment of an Obli- 
gation to the Diſcretion of the Receiver, the Acknow- 
ledgement ſeldom riſes in Proportion to the Favour. But 
you miſconceive my Meaning: I am not for throwing 
all the Labour upon the Lawyer, and all the Profit * 


— 
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the Client. No, let him keep within the Bounds of Ho- 
neſty, and I have no Exceptions againſt him; a Setter 
of Meum and Tuum deſerves a Salary, as well as a Setter 
of Bones: But as I would not have a Surgeon make 
Wounds for the Gain of curing em; nor a Doctor poi- 
Ion a Patient to force upon him an Amulet; ſo a Gentle. 
man of the Bar ſnould not ſet People together by the Ears, 
to be paid for the parting em. | : 

- Philargyrus., That is, when two commence a Suit, 
we mult. compole the Difference a amiable, and rather. 
tun to Arbitration than the Law. Indeed our Trade 
would go on at a ſtrange tate wete Umpires in faſhion, 
Cargo would not pay the Voyage. 

Euſebius. Suppoſe ſuch a Project were put in Execu- 

tion, where is the Harm? Tho' you might need leſs Law, 
you would practiſe more Goſpel; and if the Lawyer loſt, 
the Chriſtian would gain by the Expedient. Your Vailes 
might be ſlender, however they would be juſt; and [ 

think a Crown with Innocence is more valuable, than 
a Pound with a Crime; but beſides, yon would till find 
Fools enough to impoſe upon, for the World is ſtock d 
with Neck or Nothings ; with Men that will make over by 
Retail an Eftate of a Thouſand Pound per Annum, to a 
Lawyer, in expectation of being pleaded into another of 
two Hundred. (94 *T 1 

- Philargyrus, You will have us keep within the Bounds 
of Juſtice, you caution us againſt Injuſtice, explain the 
Jargon; for I fear our Notions diſagree, and that my 
Idea is more indulgent, and of greater Latitude than 
yours. I believe, according to your Scheme, a Man 
muſt make the leaſt of his Parts ro be honeſt, and 
play the good natured Fool ro be a Saint in your Calen- 
dar: But to be free with you, I intend to ſell my Pains 
by Inch of Candle. Tl not venture one ſingle Pulſe but 
upon good Security, and high Intereſt ; and if I can get 
Ten in the Hundred, Why ſhall I refuſe rhe Offer ? In- 
juſticè is a Chymzra, when both ſides agree. Able Law- 
yets are now as ſcarce as Corn was the laſt Year: Why 
then ſhall they not tax their Labour at diſcretion, and 
raiſe the Market as well as Farmers? 
Euſebius. I fear indeed our Notions of Juſtice are as 
wide as our Practice; Lawyers are no ſtrait· lac d Caſuiſts 


in their own Concerns ; they ſteer by the old ern 
oy | ca 


D 


rr = oy ws SS WW 


ma 


a oo 


The Gentleman Inflrufed.. 401 


cal Principle, Nothing is unjuſt that is profitable. But tho 


theſe Maxims have Practice for their Warrant, they have 
neither Reaſon nor the Goſpel; and without this Support, 
the moſt eftabliſh'd Cuſtom is only Vice triumpham. 
Now, If you pleaſe, I will deliver my Judgment upon 
the Matter. 
1. | 

Ir's certain, Law-ſuits are warrantable meerly by Ac- 

cident: Two cannot have Right to the ſame thing; but 


\ becauſe the Title is uncertain, the contending Parties may 


appeal ro the Law, and muſt acquieſe to the Judgment 
of the Court. 


| 2. | 
Hence it's clear, when Right ſtands evidently for one 
fide, a Lawyer cannot plead for the other; if he does, he 


ſtands no leſs guilry of Injuſtice, than if he help a Pad 


to take a Purle upon the High-way. Indeed his Crime 
appears more genteel in the Eyes of Men, bur in the ſight 


of God it's ten times more monſtcous ; for he abuſes a 


Vertue to practiſe a Vice; and endeavours to ruin Inno- 
cence by the Law, that was enacted to protect it; he 


turns the Sanctuary into a Butchery, and ſtabs Juſtice at 


the Foot of her own Altar. 


| | 3. 
When ſolid Reaſons ſupport both Sides, Right lies in 
the Dark, and therefore you may plead for either, but 
not for both; for which Party ſoever has Right, you are 
ſure to be in the Wrong: Two can have no Title, in 
ſolidum, to the ſame thing. Indeed, to take with both 
Hands is a preſent Remedy againſt an empty Pocket, but 
a Poiſon to the Conſcience: For double Fees oppreſs the 


Stomach ; nor is there any Cure but a Vomir, (id eſt) 


Reſtitution. Such Men are Nuiſances to Society; and 
for my part I am of the Satyrs opinion in the Fable, 
that it's dangerous to truſt one that blows hot and cold; 
nor would I have any more ro do with him, than with 
an Italian Brave, who will diſpatch my Enemy for a 
Crown, and my ſelf for a Couple. Thoſe old V azlites 
that halted between Bell and the True God, were nei- 
ther ſtaunch Jews, nor throngh-paced Gentiles, but a 
Compound of two Species united in one Monſter, What 
are our Fachof-· both- ſide Gentlemen, but an Off. ſpring 
of the ſame Race ? They prong for Juſtice on rhe 2 
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fide of the Mouth, and againſt ir on the other ; et 
it, and proſecure it in the ſame Moment, and ſo cheat 
both Clients and themſelves into the Bargain: Whoſo- 
ever buys either Wealth or Honour at the Price of a 
Crime, 'over-purchaſes. Tell me not, There muſt be no 
interfering between Buſineſs and Religion, that if the Pul- 
pit will not ._ with the Bar, we muſt thrive in 
the World, and make the moſt of Labour, 1 am apt to 
believe thoſe Unchriſtian Principles, have made the very 
Laws a greater Grievance, than thoſe that break em; 
thar they-have heaved ſome into fair Livings, and others 
out of em; and that they permit not Conſcience to grow 
too hard for Intereſt : But however, Sir, if the Bar be 
at variance with the Bible, whatever you gain in hand, 
will bear no Proportion with what you muſt expect in 
. Reverſfion. For I cannot think that he makes the moſt 
of his Parts, who writes aud pleads himſelf into Ten 
Thouſand Pound per Annum, for ſome Years, and into 
anconceivable Torments for an Eternity. Bur you muſt 
thrive in the Wor'd ! In God's Name, provided the 
means be handſome, neither unjuſt before God, nor ſcan- 
dalous'in the fight of Men; bur let me tell youu, he who 
reſolves fo riſe is already within an Ace of being a Cheat; 
. ir's ten to one he never formalizes upon the Means; when 
Covetouſneſs has got the Reins, there is no holding it 
in with Notions,  - 


| 4. a 
You muſt not ura out Law. ſuits in Secula Sæculorum, 
nor ſtretch em in lengths, till a poor Client loſes both 
Patience and Money; this is to join Murder to Robbe- 
ry; to take a Man's Purſe with one Hand, and his Life 
with che other; it's a Medly of Cruelty and Injuſtice; 
Firſt ta put me upon the Rack, between Hope and Fear, 
and then force me to pay the Executioner for my Tor- 
ment. A Suit nqw runs for Life, and oftentimes deſcends 
down to the fourth Generation. So that the Law'is a La- 
byrinth; when once you are engaged there is no Retreat; 
if you are ſtrait handed the Lawyer becomes reſty, he 
will not ftir, and like an ignu fatuus he leaves you in the 
Mire; If you fee him high, and rain down upon him 
plentiful Showers of Guineas, he ſpins out the Cauſe to 
drein your Pocket; lo that he either does too much, or 
too little, and perpetuates Diſputes no leſs by being too 


well 
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well fee d, than ill: Every one complains of the Grievance ; 
however it goes on, and is like to continue till our Ben- 
chers have either quietus eſt, and More's Utopian Gen- 
tleman are called ro the Bar, and the Bench, in their 
leather Breeches. 


5. 

There muſt be no croſs- biting Evidences, nor fright- 
ing; no laughing, no queſtioning em out of Truth and 
their Senſes; To baffle a true Evidence is no leſs unjuſt, 
than ro countenance Perjury. This is reported to have 
been ſaid at the Bar, bur by no means on the Bench. 
Well good Man leather Breeches ( ſaid once a grave Judge 
from the Bench) what have you for ſwearing ? He (uppo-+ 
ſed a Peal of Laughter might diſmount the Clown, ruffle 
his Memory, and make him trip in his Diſpoſition ; bur 
he miſtook his Man, and mer with his Match ; the Fel- 
low was too ſturdy to be ſcared by Furs or Scarlet; or + 
to flinch for a Sarcaſm. My Lord, had you no more for 
Ding ( replied he) than I for ſwearing, you might have 
wore leather Breeches ſtill, Now a Man, who upon fo 
ſolemn an Occaſion dares affront a legal Witneſs, will 
certainly at a Dead- lift ſuborn a falſe one; and tho his 
Deſign miſcarried, his Malice was at full ſwarth. I 
know we are pleaſed ro call this unhandſome dealing 
with, but Names make no Alteration in things. The 
Scripture terms ir cheating, and we muſt rather appeal to 
its Verdict, than ro Cuſtom, or Calapine. Quevedo 
tells us, that at the Sound of the Trumpet ro Judgment, 
an Attorney would have demurr'd, upon pretence he had 
got a Soul was none of his own, and that his Body and Soul 
were not fellows, I believe lome Lawyers will have more 
Conſcience in the next Woe than they have in this; 
and at the Day of Account, wiſh that they had made over 
their Souls to their Legatees, as well as their Eſtates; 
but they'll not dare to pfetend their Souls and Bodies are 
not fellows; For alas, they have gone halves in the 
Crime, as well as the Pleaſure and Profit, and by conſe- 
quence muſt ſhare in the Puniſnment. 

A Man that will thrive, ealily ſlides into an Injuſtice 3 
bur then it's almoſt as hard to recover, as to return from 
Hell: For Injuſtice ſeems to be one of thoſe Crimes that 
are neither forgiven in this World, nor in the next. In- 
deed a Man may repent, but the Conditions are ſo _ 
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7 10 mortifying, that not one of a Thouſand will ſign em. 


For, in fine, an Injuſtice is not pardoned without a full 


Reſtitution, and Reparation of Damages; and theſe run 


often as high as the Lawyer's Gains; notwithſtanding, 
tho you have raked together Ten Thouſand Pound per 
Annum, by defending unjuſt Suits, and ſtretching out juſt 
ones ; by baffling true Evidences, or bribing Knights of 
the Poſt,” you muſt diſgorge and fall into your own firſt 
Poverty, as naked of ſupport as when you firſt ſer out. 
Now, is it not againſt the Grain ro expoſe your Reputa- 
tion to "cenſure and obloquy, to ſhrink in your Figure, 

and to fink into nothing? However, theſe bitter Pills 
muſt down, unleſs you can reſolve to welter in Fire and 
Brimſtone Eternally. It's hard, I confeſs, to fling up a 
fair Eſtate ; yet better, than to fling up all Title ro Hea- 
ven, and to entail upon you God's Curſe in this World, 
and his Vengeance in the other, 

No Man in his Wits would purchaſe an Eſtate for his 
Child at the Expence of his Life ; why then will he ar 
the Price of his Soul ? Is this ſo contemptible, and that 
of ſo ſuperlative a Value? One muſt have a faint Idea 
of future Puniſhments and Rewards, thus to miſplace his 
Judgment and Eſteem ; he mult ſuppole his Soul vaniſhes 
into nothing, when his Body falls into Duſt ; that the 
River of Phlegeron is as real and tormenting as the Lake 
of Brimſtone, and that the Pains of the Devils and Dam- 
ned, as Romanrick as thoſe of Tityus and Siſyphus : In 
fine, at moſt, that Heaven is no more pleaſing than Spring- 
Garden, nor Hell. more tormenting than Newgate, or the 
Counter. | 

Now the beſt method to avoid this Difficulty is to a- 
void the Sin; it's ren times more eaſie to abſtain from Ra- 
pine, than to repent of it. Its not hard to keep within 
the bounds of Juſtice, if Avarice get not the Aſcendant ; 
bur if this Vice runs away with our Heart, we ſtop at 
nothing. Strong Deſires are ſtrong Temptations to ule 
ill Means; in the Hurry of Paſſion, Conſcience is ſeldom 
heard; he that is bent upon a thing will have it right or 
wrong. 

Nor will rhis Reſervedneſs baulk your Fortune: A 
Lawyer that has the Reputation of an honeſt Man, will 
always find Employment, For who will nor rather pur 
his Concerns in the Hands of one. who makes a Conlci- 


ence 
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ence of over-reaching a Client, than lay himſelf at the 
Mercy of a Knave? Honeſty is eſteemed by all, tho few 
go to the Price of the Purchaſe ; and even thoſe who pra- 
Ctiſe it the leaſt, are moſt eager Prerenders to ir. Indeed 
your Fortune will nor riſe ſo faſt, but then the Edifice 
will be more firm and laſting : Thoſe Buildings that riſe 
on a ſudden, fall in a moment; like precipitated Births 

they are never long-lived, and generally bury the Buil- 

der under their Ruins. Gain never reliſhes better than 

when it's juſt, and Advantage is almoſt doubled by being 

lawfull. Pray, Sir, be not diſpleaſed at my Freedom ; 

ſuch plain Dealing is neceſſary to recover Juſtice, and 

diſarm irs Enemy, I expoſe the Practice to reform the 

Man. I may perchance draw upon me the Anger of 

ſome guilty Benchers, and expoſe my Perſon to Calum- 

ny and Diſcountenance ; but I ſhall only pity their Blind- 

neſs and deſpiſe their Malice; for fear not to croſs upon 
à Vice tho' never ſo prevailing, nor to oppoſe a Grievance 

tho back d by Number, and ſupported by Preſcription. 

| will pleaſe no Man to his Diſadvantage, ncr fix him in 

an Errour by a Complement, nor careſs him our of his 

Duty and Happineſs. 

Philargyrus ſtood upon Thorns, and heard the Dil- 
courſe with a thouſand Grimaces ; he was proof to home- 
ly and good Counſel, by a kind of Antiperiſtaſis, har- 
dened in ill; you might as well have preach d an Ethio- 
pian into a White, as this Attorney into an honeſt Chri- 
ſtian. III Habits hung not loole upon him, but twiſted 
themſelves with his Nature; they ſunk into his very 
Soul, and debauch d him in Practice and Principle rao. 

Look ye, Sir, (ſaid he ro Euſebius) you have regaled 
me with Cant, with Flouriſhes and a Glut of Caſuiſtry; 
bur I will not be beaten out of my Road by hard Words, 
Univerſity- jargon, and ſtrain d Spetulations, I live by 
the Law, nor by Caſuiſtry; and that ſtands upon Prece- 
dent, not Reaſon: How many brave Gentlemen have 
bear great Eſtates out of the Law, by the Force of Me- 
rit and Induſtry, and pleaded Coronets on their Coaches, 
and themſelves into the Houſe of Peers! They work d on 
the ſame Materials, I do; ſteered by the ſame Compals, 
and were governed by the ſame Principles: Yer, where 
are theſe Reſtitutions! Believe me, Sir, your Doctrine 
is not calculated for our Elevation or Age. Preſcription 
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be that returns a Loraſhip our of Tenderneſs of Conſci- 
* ence; reſigns his Wits in the Bargain. Pray ler us not 
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runs againſt ſuch out · dated Practices, and that is Law : 
A Man that will part with an Eſtate, deſerves none; and 


interfere; keep your Eſtare, and ſuffer me to glean up a 
handſome Livelihood, Conſcience will nor interpoſe 
tween Me and Profit; Wealth brings Eaſe, and Poverty 
hangs a Man upon the Tenters. | 

When Philargyrus was gone, Enſebzus returned to him- 
ſelf; the [parting Complement ef the Lawyer, had al- 
moſt {cared him into a Trance: He was at a ftand to 
derermine whether he was above-ground or under, in 
Hell among the Damned, or in England among the Liv- 
ing. Such Stroaks of Libertiniſm ſar on every Tittle of 
his Diſcourſe; ſuch Sallies of Atheiſm, that one would 
have thought the Man had trick d himſelf not only out of 


Religion, but out of Human Nature; there was no ſtart 


of Paſſion, no ſudden Surprize to diſcompole him, he 
ſpoke under cool Blood, under Thought and Reflection; 
all theſe Cireumſtances inflame the Guilt, and ſwell the 
Reckoning: This Fare- well damp d Euſebius, and brought 
into his Mind thoſe uncomfortable Words of our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour, Many are called, but few are choſen. To 
what height of Madneſs (ſaid Euſebius) does Avarice 
puſh Men, when once ir has got the Maſtery of Conſci- 
ence? To pawn ones Soul for a Fee, and Heaven for a 
double one: Is it not Frenſie to exceſs > And Lunacy be- 
yond Expreſſion ? All the Mad-houſes in the Nation are 
unable to furniſh ſuch Inſtances of Folly ; ſuch Strains 


of Diſtraction and Srupidiry. Did Men believe no fu-, 


rure Srare, I conceive they might make rhe moſt of this ; 
they might forrage upon their Neighbour's Land, and 
cruiſe upon their Purſes, and ſtore their Magazines with 
Plunder and —_ Bur ro believe the Doctrine of 
Chrift, and to act by that of Hobbs ; ro own a Hell, and 
ſwear to feel it, is extraordinary and ſurpriſing. Let m 

Soul be rather with the old Philoſophers, than with thoſe 
of our modern Lawyers; perchance they might have 
had lets Faith, but I am ſure they had more Honeſty ; 
and if their Religion was worſe, their Practice was better. 


DI As 


r r 


en. 


The Gentleman Inſtrufted. 407 


DIALOGUE IV. 
How Euſebius behaved bimſelf towards bis Neighbours. 


T Hauch Euſebius lived in Retreat, he had not for- 
I ſworn Company, nor disbanded from Societj. Piety 
is neither ſullen nor ſolitary; it cares not indeed to be 
crouded with Viſitors, nor always to be tied up to Ce- 
remonies, to be peſtered with Flies, nor tormented with 
Flatterers; yet it's never behind-hand in paying thoſe du- 
ties Civiliry. Requires, and Decency calls for: He lived 

in a neighbourly Correſpondence with all the Gentry, 
and received and returned both Viſits and Invitations :His 
Temper was too ſerious to be affected by the younger 
Fry, that place Mirth in Noiſe, and Diverſion in Extra- 
vagances ; that meaſure a Welcome nor by the Bottle, 
but the Gallon; and ſuppoſe they are not treated like 
Men, unleſs they are drunk down to the Beaſt ; bur if 
thoſe Sparks had ſmall Inclination to his Comp , he 
had leſs to theirs, and rather kept his time and liberty 
to himſelf, than fling em away upon ſuch inſignificant 
Trifles ; he neither could mend their Morals, nor endure 
their Follies ; however, he diſtinguiſh'd their Quality 
from their Vices ; and tho upon Occaſions he laſh'd theſe 
he always treated their * with Regard. Nay, he 
ſo timed his Reprehehenſions that they rather ſeem d ro 
fall in by Hazard, than deſigning ; and tho he ſpoke | 
in Jeſt, he inſtructed in Earneſt. In fine, he rather glan- 
ced at their Faults by ſhort Innuendo's, than attack d em 
in Form, and endeavoured to raiſe a Bluſh, not their 
Anger; for he knew that Choler cramps Reaſon, and 
when this flies off the Hinges, a Man is no more fit to re- 
ceive good Counſel, than a Tempeſt. 

For this Reaſon he uſed to ſay, Prodigals muſt rather 
be reclaimed by Surprize than Force, by Kindneſs than 
Reproach : They will follow, but nor drive; they en- 
dure a Remedy if applied with a genteel Hand, but then 
they wince if you gall em; like that of Children, their 
Phy ſick muſt be palatable ;z the Pills will not down, un- 
leſs they are gilt; he therefore diſapproved thoſe hot- 
headed Zealots, who give Vice no tolerable Quarter; 
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they treat it with the ſame Freedom in Scarlet, as in Lin- 
ſey · woolſey, and catechile a Lord with no more Cere- 
mony, than a Peaſant, but they take falſe Meaſures ; 
great Men muſt be complimented into their Duty, as 


| "well as out of it. Civility works more kindly upon 


them than Rudeneſs. 
Though the young Sparks kept aloof from Euſcbius, 
the more ſober coveted his Acquaintance ; he was grave, 


yer he had nothing ſtarch d, nothing ſtiff ; his Converſa- 


tion was eaſie, and he always modelled his Diſcourſe to 


the Time and Company ; he hated thoſe old Fops, who 


513 for Submitſion upon the Younger, with a ſtately 
ein and reſerved Air; and ſuppoſe Age and Grey-hairs 


give em a juſt Title to Reſpect. This is ( ſaid he) to 
tax Converſation, and to put the Company under Con- 
L tribution for Defence and Regard ; it renders the Preten- 


der Cheap, and Society a Nuiſance. In fine, he never 


«declined any juſt Condeſcenſion, and would rather ſtretch 


Complaiſance a point, than ſcrew up his Gravity to Re- 
ſervedneſs or Importunity. nally © 

He was a declared Enemy to Prodigality and Nearneſs, 
he proportion d his Expences (as I have ſaid ) to his In- 
comes; he never ſpared Money when occaficns required 


it; nor flung it away mal a prope, to pleaſe a Frolick ; 
I 


he thought both Extreams equally vitious, that a ſordid 


Parcimony was ungenteel, and Profuſeneſs fooliſh. When 


He treated his Friends, he affected Nearneſs rather than 


Grandeur, and rather ſought ro gratifie the Taſte with 


Delicacies, than the Eye with Variety ; for Feaſts are to 
entertain the Palare, nor Curiofity. In drinking he fol- 
Jowed Aſſueruss Orders, Vinum quo ut magnificentia 
Regia dignum erat, abundans & recipuum Yeu. az nec 
erat qui nolentes cegeret ad bibendum : ſed ſicut Rex ſtatu- 
erat preponens menſis ſingulos de Principibus ſuis, ut ſumeret 
unuſquiſq; qued vellet ; he thought it no leſs uncivil to 


preſs his Gueſts to drink, than to ſtint em, and could 


not endure an Engliſh Principle, that Cuſtom has natu- 
ralized, and Intemperance has made free Denizon of the 
Country. A Man thinks himſelf welcome by halves, 
that is not quite drowned in a Barrel, and ill ufed till his 


Body be turned into a Hogshead, and his Head into a 
Windmill, . A | "ny n 


This 
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This Conduct, fo contrary to the eftabliſh'd Laws of 
Engliſh Holpitality, diſpleaſed ſome ; and a Gentleman 
rook once the Freedom to inform him, that he lay under 
a diſadvantageous Character for his Frugality. Sir, (ſaid 
he) 1 doubt nor of your Generoſity, but People unac- 
quainted with your Temper impeach you with Avarice ; 
a (ingle Bottle will not waſh off the Aſperſion; you muſt 
marſhal 'em upon the Table by dozens : We love to look 
our Enemies in the Face, and muſt be carried from the 
Table, as well as from the Breach; for we drink, as 
well as fight, like Men, and all your French Ragouſts are 
unpalatable, unlefs high ſeaſon d with Burgundy and 
| Clarer. When the Ladies retire, adjourn to a By-room, 
and be fure to march at the Head of the Brigade, and 
lead it upon the Attack: Let your Proviſions anſwer the 
Number of the Afailants; an Engliſþ Man can cope 
with as many Bottles of French Wine, as French Men; 
and you know one to fix is an Over- match: Thus, Sir, 
you'll retrieve your Honour, and recover your Reputa- 
tion from the Imputation of Stingineſs, and ungenteel 
Slur of Pareimony. 1 


This Gentleman had à real Eſteem for Euſebius, but 
none for his Practice; he bore an Office, and poſſeſs d a 
fair Eſtate in the Country. He was a good Compa- 
nion at the Pot, and an Adorer of the Pipe: He laugh'd 
at thoſe who placed Glory in Wounds, and broken Legs, 
and run their Heads againft Baſtions and Halfmoons, for 
a Place in the London Gazette, or the Poſt-Boy ; he 
would not venture one fingle Pulſe for the raking Liſle, 
or Tournay, nor fling his Money upon Doctors and Surge- 
ons; much lels be carried (like a Calf) from the At- 
tack ro his Tenr, or, his Grave: No, ( (aid he) I came 
not into the World to be cannonaded, or bagonetted out 
of it; I will nurſe up Life to the Extent of Nature, and 
leave it in my Bed, not in a Ditch. 

However, tho' the Depury Lieutenant had no Inclina- 
tion for Camp- glory, he was ambitious of Fame; bur 
then he reſolved ro fetch ir rather from the Cellar, than 
the Field ; and indeed, he was a kind of Flag. Man, a 
Vice- Admiral, in all thoſe Expeditions of — 3 
4 5 
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beaten to the Trade, that no Body durſt contend for th* 
Command. So that, tho' by Commiſſion, he was only 
Deputy Lieutenant, his roping Embelliſhments entituled 
him to the Liemenancy of the Country. I have {een 
Do Worſhipful knock down half a Dozen under the 
Table in a Trice, and then he would clap. and crow 
like a Game-cock. Nay, he ſwore he deſerv'd a publick 
Complement for the Exploit, as well as our great Duke 
for his of Blangy ; becauſe he | flew more with his own 
Hand, and loft fewer than this mighty General; nay, 
and kept the Field into the bargain. A Friend deſired 
him not to proſtitute his Quality and Commiſſion to 
Scorn and Obloquy, by ſo mean, ſo unmanly a Vice; 
but he anſwered, thoſe lay under a great Miſtake, that 
mark d it with Unmanlineſs, We drink like Beaſts, 
(ſaid he) when we drink leaſt, but like Men when we 
drink till we can neither go nor ſtand. 


Euſebius was ſtruck at his quaint Harangue, and more 
at his Principles: He thought Caution it ſelf might ſome- 
times be overſeen, and Sobriety trapanned by Company 
into Intemperance; but to gage Breeding by the Barrel, 
to turn Drinking into an Employment, and the Infamy 
of Drunkenneſs into a Perfection of human Nature was 
extraordinary ; he thank'd the Gentleman for his Advice, 
bur defired leave to follow his own Method, till he had 
offered ſome better Reaſon to change it. | 

For, Sir, (ſaid he) you perſwade me to reſcue my 
Honour from the Imputation of a pretended Vice, by 
commiting a real one. You provoke me by the Motives 
of Glory, to Actions that degrade a good Man, and force 
an ill one even to bluſh. You miſapply the Notions of 
Honour and Infamy ; you blame and praile in the Wrong 
Place; and thus you pronounce Monſtrouſneſs to be Pro- 
2 and the Blemiſhes of Mankind to make up its 

auties. I lie (you ſay) under the Alperſion of Ava- 
rice; and nothing will remove the Calumny, unleſs I 
drown my Guefts in Claret, and Canary, I confels, the 
Remedy ſeems ten times worſe than the Diſeaſe ; I would 
rather be pointed at for a MHiſer, than be condemned 
for a Drunkard ; that Vice indeed is uncreditable, bur 
this is brutal; that makes an ill Man, but this * 
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him out of his Species, and turns him into a Beaſt; nay, 
lays him below the vileſt ; for he is a Beaſt of Man's 
Creation, and by Conſequence more monſtrous than the 
loweſt Parr of God's, or rather he is a reaſonable Beaſt 
and irrational Man. N | 
What a noble Spectacle muſt it be to ſee a Club o 
Gentlemen of Figure and Quality, meramorphozed into 
Bedlams, and rheir Palaces inro Mad-houſes ; ro ſee 'em 
play the Ape and the Swine, and run our into lengrhs of 
Folly and Extravagance ? Na doubr, it's an honourable 
Employment for a Maſter to play the Mimick and Scara- 
mouch before his Men, to entertain them with Farce 
gratis, and to fling a merry Interlude into their Salary ; 
to our-do the Roman Bacchanals in Diſtractions, and to 
train Jolliry, not into Annual, (for once @ Year a wile 
3 have leave to be mad) but into a daily Mad- 
neſs. " | | 
Good God! What a Scene did I once behold at Sir 
3 — F——'$! It gave me ſuch a Surfeit of Wine, that 
for a Twelve- month the very fight of a Bortle caſt me 
into a Sweat, and Agony. I began almoſt ro believe 
that Pythagoras's Tranſmigration was rather a Truth, 
than Allegory or Fable; for in the Space of an Hour, 
a dozen Gentlemen commenced Beaſts, and all of dif- 
ferent Species; there were Apes, Bears, Lyons, and Fack- 
calls : Some roar'd, others yelp'd, and others how!'d, In 
one Corner there was making Quarrels, in ano- 
ther Lovez here they ſung, there they blaſphemed ; 
they kiſs d in one place, and box d in another: In fine, 
there was a Medly of Farce and Tragedy, of Folly and 
Madneſs, a Subject - * nar 6k = — 
they began to return home, they play ar croſs Que- 
tions, the Poſtilion crept behind the Coach, the Coach- 


min into it, and the Maſter into the Box: For Wine is a 


Leveller, it either raiſes the Man to the Maſter, or 
throws down the Maſter to the Man. When Reaſon 
ſleeps, Extravagance breaks looſe ; Quality and Peaſan- 
ry pig together; there is no difference between a Lord 
and a Lacquey, but that he is more to blame; in a word, 
they were in no Condition for a Journey; ſo that the 
Gentlemen were conveyed into Beds, and the Equipage 
camp d in the Court. 


Well, 


41 The Gentleman Infirued. 
Well, well Sir! replied the Deputy Lieutenant, Over: 
ſights will happen, bur Good-fellowſhip muſt go on, and 

a neighbourly Correſpondence be improved. 

As much Good-fellowthip ( ſaid Euſebius) and Kind. 
neſs as you pleaſe, provided you fluſh right Notions, and 
frame an Idea of both by the Rule of Reaſon, nor of Cy. 
ſtom; bur I cannot perſwade my ſelf, the Laws of Good. 
fellowſhip command me to drink away my Health and 

my Wits for a Frolick: Health is no Nuiſance, nor Res. 
ſon a Burthen. If you had a Fancy to a Cup of Poiſon, 
does the Ceremony of Good - fellowſnip order me to 
pledge you in the ſame Liquor? Now, over-drinking 
turns the beſt Ale in the Nation, and the beſt Wines in 

France into Poiſon.” Indeed, they diſpatch not by ſudden 
Aſſault, as Rars-bane or Arſenick; but by Mine and ¶ out 
Siege; however their Operation is ſure, and though their I giv: 
Malignity be flow, it's mot tal. Fad 

Nor can 1 think any Principle of Friendſhip obliges ſl go 1 
me to help a Man to deſtroy his Eſtate, to fink his Fa- ¶ but 
mily into Beggary, his Perſon into Contempt, and his ther 
Body into Diſeaſes: Now your Kindneſs wades further carr 
into Miſchief; J muſt doze his Reaſon, and ſtab his Soul; I Me: 

nay, and my own too. No Man certainly dares own of 1 
this for Kindneſs, who is not actually drunk. Beſides 1 E 
you may as well entertain Heat with Cold, as Friend- I Pres 
ſhip with Drinking. Alas, good Sir, when Wine flies 7, 
into the Head, Glaſſes fly about. the Ears; for when once If che 
Reaſon is drown'd, Paſſion always ſwims on the Surface; 2 B. 
moſt of thoſe Quarrels that end in Blood begin in Wine; 
Jollity drunk too high, degenerates into Fury. | 
But, belides Drunkenneſs is a Sin, and of a very black ¶ the 
Dye; it's one of thoſe that. ſnuts Heaven's Gate, and and 
opens that of Hell to the Offender. Now, tho it were ſeale 

as genteel as it's clowniſh, that very Copſig gration ſhou d on V 
fright thoſe from the Practice, that bound ft their Hope 
\ or Fear with Sight and Senſe; Kindneſs and Good-fellow- 
ſnip muſt not take place of our Eternal Welfare, nor Ce- 
remony of our Duty. If therefore Drunkenneſs be a 
Sin, is it none to invite, none to perſwade a Neighbour 
to it ꝰ Muſt a Gentleman be mark'd with Infamy, be- 
cauſe he will not turn off Conſcience? Nor purchaſe the L 
Reputation of Houſe- keeping, at the Expence of his Soul- *- 


Jam not fo fond of Eſteem as to buy it by a bale Action ; 
12 | | nor 
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nor ſo feartul of Contempt as to avoid it by a Sin. 1 
will not transform my ſelf into a Brute for the Reputation 
of a fine Man, nor ſtoop to the Office of a empter, 
for the Title of Generoſity. No, no, Sir, in my Houle 
Gueſts ſhall neither be ſtinted, nor forc'd. 1 leave em 
to their own Diſcretion, and invite them to be merry, 
bur not to be mad. I love a cool Head, and a calm 
Conſcience; and J had rather ſee Flights of Diſtraction 
in Bedlam, than of Extravagance at home. To conclude, 
had rather be reproach d for Sobriery, than careſs d for 
Intemperance ;z and lampoon d for a Vertue, than pane- 
gyrick d for a Vice. 

Well, well Sir, ( replied the Knigbt) we will not fall 
our for the Matter: Let every Man take his way; but 
give me leave to tell you, Conſcience and all your Fiddle 
Faddles will not ſcreen you from Cenſure. When we 
ges go to a merry Meeting, we leave that Lumber at home; 
Fa. but when we are ſummoned to a Quarter Seſſions, or ſo ; 
his then indeed, we rake tt up behind us (if the Horſe will 
her N carry double) for tho' it may be of Ule in a Buſineſs of 
ul; Meum and Tuum, it's a Burthen at a Feaſt, a Controuler 
un of Mirth, and a Poiſon ro Good-fellowſhip. 
les Euſebius bleſs d himſelf at the grave Gentleman's 
ade Preachment; ro hear Magiſtrates plead for Riot, and 
lies I Zuſtices of Peace for Diſorder, ſeemed ſurprizing; bur 
nce the Evil lies deep, there is no removing it; it's become 
ce; Ia Branch of Engliſh Property, and we will no more part 
ic; with the Vice of Drinking, than with our Magna Charta. 

We have received it from our Forefathers, and improv'd 
ack che Talent to Admiration ; one Man infects another, 
and and the preſent Ser of Tiplers will hand-down the Di- 
ere I ſeale to heir Poſterity; and thus the Diſtemper will run 
ud on without Cure, and continue without End. 


ope * 2 
w. 2 1 

Ce- DIALOGUE V. 

e a . 

our Of his Recreations. 

be- | 

the L ſebius was not fo ingaged in Piety, as wholly to lay 
ul? *- aſide all Recreation; he knew that {ome Divertiſe- 


on; ment was neceſſary to refreſh the Body, and unbend the 
not WW Mind; that a continual Application diſpirits the one, 
| _ founders 
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founders the other, and renders both unfit for Action; 


but then he took Care not to turn Diverſion into Buſineſ,, 


nor to play away his Time (like Children) in Trifles. 
Age had taken off rhe Paſſion he had for the Sport of 
Hunting; his Body could nor endure the Violence, and 
his Inclination carried him to more moderate Exerciſes; 
he was often upon the Bowling-green in Summer, and 


to entertain Converlation would take a Game at Cards; 


but then he plaid for Diverſion, not Gain; and would 
never venture more upon a Caſt, than he could loſe with. 
our the Danger of Impatience; for when Bets run high, 


Sollicitude balks Pleaſure, and the Fear of loſing turns 


Sport into Pain and Penance; it boils up the Paſſions in- 


to a Ferment, heats che Blood; and then an unlucky Hit 


flings a Man upon the Tenters. 

Whatever he won was a Bank for the Poor; a Kind 
of Pecunia Sacra, always employed in Charity; fo that 
he fell upon a Secrer (more beneficial than rhe pretended 


- Philoſopher's-ſtone, and more real) of turning Diverſion 


into Vertue, and of raifing the moſt ordinary and loweſt 
Actions to the Dignity of the moſt Divine. Thus ar once 
he refreſh'd his Body, and improved his Time ; or (in 
the Apoſtles Language) pray'd and plaid, recruited his 
Spirirs, and ſupplied his Neighbour ; paſs'd his Time in 


. Mirth, and yer redeemed it. 


However, he uſed even the moſt harmleſs Recreati- 
ons (as I faid) like Phyſick for Health, not like Meat 
for Suſtenance; for ( ſaid he) they are not the Buſineſs, 
either of a Gentleman or of a Chriſtian ; and therefore 


whoſoever ſuffers them to uſurp his Time (allow'd for 


more noble Employments) plays the Child (tho' not the 
Innocent) while he rhus trifles away his Life, anfl Bowls 
and Cards away thoſe precious Moments, that once he 
will recall with Tears, but never recover. He therefore 
retired ſo ſoon as Civility permitted, and entertained 
himſelf with Reading; but he never would opèn a Book 
that ſtruck ar Morality, or, queſtioned Religion; the one 
debauches Practice, the other Principle; and (he uſed 
ro ſay ) bad Books are the worſe for being well writ ; 
they ſubdue almoſt without Reſiſtance, when they min- 
gle Corruption with Wit, and convey Poiſon into Plea: 
lure ; bur he ſpent whole Hours in the Lecture of thoſe 
that treat of Piety; that lighten the Underftanding, and 

DEED” Warm 
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warm the Will; that point out the way to Vertue, and 
with a Reſolution ro purchaſe ir. Such he look d upon 
as ſure Guides, and profitable Entertainments; as ſup- 
ports in Sollicirude, and Friends in all the Different Oc- 
currences of Life and Action ; they cenſure without Re- 
proach, and praiſe without Flattery ; they neither fawn . 
on Gentlemen, nor over-look Peaſants; but like Pictures 
made to ſighr, look equally upon all; nor was he content 
with the bare Speculation ; he knew the Vertue of a 
Chriſtian conſiſts not in the Knowledge of his Duty, but 
in the Exerciſe of ir, and therefore he drew by the Life; 
he copied from thoſe Originals, and joined Practice to 
Theory, and thus he weaned himſelf from all thoſe 
Worldly things Men ſo eagerly purſue as Flies; he nei- 
ther hoped for any Temporal Advantage, nor feared any 
Adverſity; his Deſires look d beyond Time, and nothing 
bur the Pains of rhe Damned were able ro awake his 
Fear; ſo that he embraced Croſſes and Favours with the 
ſame Affections, and always ſaid, theſe led us indeed 
the eaſieſt way ro Heaven, and thoſe the more ſecure ; 
and thus he neither was fond of Life, nor dreaded Death, 
bur equally diſpoſed ro keep his Poſt, or to abandon it at 
the firſt Command of his great Maſter. 

And ineed, he had ſuch an Empire over his Paſſions, 
ſuch a Submiſſion to all the Deſigns of Providence, that 
he ſeemed (it not above the Reach) at leaſt above the 
Senſe of Adverſity, even when he lay under the Weighr 
of a Misfortune. His Niece whom he loved with the 
Tenderneſs of a Father, fell ſick of a burning Fever: She 
deſerved indeed his Affection; for ſhe was ſer off with all 
the Perfections of a Woman, and enrich'd with all the 
Vertues of a Chriſtian. One might truly ſay with the 
wiſe Man, ſhe lived a great while tho ſhe died at ſeven- 
teen, and that ſhe was ripe for Heaven in the very 
Spring of her Age: She paſs'd through a long Courſe of 
Pains, with an invincible Patience, and expected Death 
rather with the Courage of a Hero, than the Timorouſ- 
neſs of a Woman. 

Every one thought this Accident would put Euſebius's 
Philoſophy to the ſtretch; that a Blow in ſo ſenſible a 
Parr, would ſtrike our lome Symptoms of Weaknels ; 
but they miſtook the Man; he felt the Loſs, but ſunk not 
under it: He let fall indeed a Tear at parting, bur wiped 
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it off in a Moment, and hetold his Friends, who wonder'd 
at his Unconcernedneſs, to be ſorry ſhe is not with me, 
when I believe ſhe: is better from me, is a Mark I value 
my Satisfaction above hers, and mourn for the Living 
more, than for the Dead]; its Infirmity, not true Kind- 
neſs, when we will nor reſign our lelves to the Happineſs 
of a Friend. | 
I believe ſhe is in a State of Bliſs, Why then ſhould 1 
weep for her, whom I ſuppoſe in a Place we all wiſh to 
be ſettled in? if ſhe be not, my Affection will nor eaſe 
her Torments, nor raiſe her from her Grave : So that 
my Grief will either be unſeaſonable or vain ; it may 
render me miſerable, but will add not a Grain to her 
Felicity, nor abate one of her Pains. But, in fine, God 
who gave her Life, is pleaſed to recall the Gift, What 
- reaſon have I to complain of hard Uſage ? Rather 1 
thank his Goodneſs for having lent me her ſo long, than 
blame him for raking her from me ſo ſoon ; his Favours 
are free Gifts, no Debts: It's our Duty to receive em 
with Thankfulneſs, and to return em ar the firſt Call 
with Submiſſion and Frankneſs. Theſe Diſpoſitions 
ſcem'd ſo noble, ſo generpus, that they became the Gen- 
tleman, as well as the Chriſtian, and every Man confeſs d 
his Character could not be raiſed too much, nor eſteem'd 
enough: For Vertue, like the Sun, is more gazed on 
when Eclips d, than when it glitters in Proſperity, and 
we may be ſure it's Sterling when it bears the Touch- 
ſtone of Affliction. . 
cannot omit one Paſſage that happened in this young 
Lady's Sickneſs ; it ſhows the Skill and the Conſcience of 
Doctors are all of a Piece, and that they are oftener fee d 
for killing than curing a Patient, or at leaſt for doing no 
Harm, than for doing Good. I thought Maliere laſh'd 
the Gentleman of the College with too much Freedom; 
that he entertain d Paris, and the Court, at the Expence 
of the Faculty, and drew their Pictures at random, with 
out any Regard to the Original; but the Jury of Phy- 
ficians that (ar upon this poor Lady's Life alter d my O- 
pinion, and forcd me ro own that the Comedian has 
rkrown more Truth than Fiction in their Character, and 
rather falls ſhort than ove;-flouriſh'd it. 5 | 
And firſt, half an Hour ſlip'd by in Ceremony, and 


Complement ; then they gave an Account of e 
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Rendezvous, and expoſed the Diary of their Debauchees; 
had nor the Doctor in Ordinary pur 'em in mind, they 
had forgot their Errand, and rerurn'd with their Fee, 
without leaving ſo much as a Recipe ; but then they, 
would not take the Pains to ſtep into E Chamber, but 
referred themſelves to the Information of the Ordinary; 
he regaled the juncto with a Diſſection of the Diſtemper, 
and pillaged Mill: de Febribus to rig out his Harangue. 
Gallen and Hippocrates were brought upon the Stage; nay, 
and Ariſtotle : To compleat the Farce, Greek and Latin 
were ſerved up in plenty, and one Aphoriſm tumbled in 
upon the Back of another. A Maid told him the Lady 
grew worſe, and that ſhe was drawing towards 
her Agony: The Gentleman laugh'd at her Meſſage, I:'s 
impoſſible (ſaid he) Hippocrates is plain, that Fevers come 
to a Criſis the foureenth or one and twentieth Day ; now 
thy is only the tenth: how then can your Miſtreſs be ſo near 
her End ? 

Hippocrates may ſay what he pleaſes (replied the Maid; 
bur p yon diſpatch: not ſoon, your Remedy will come 
too late. . 

Has ſhe taken the Doſe of Emerick (ſays the Doctor?) 


Ves, anſwer'd the Maid, but it had no Effet. 


Bon ( cries the Conſult) a happy Prognoſtick. 

It caſt her into Convulſions (continued the Maid.) Bet® 
ter yet ( ſays the Conſult. ) Bur alas, in ſpire of the Do- 
ctors Better and Better, the Lady grows worſe and worſe. 
A new Courier put a ſtop to Inquiry, and ſummoned 
the juncto to the Lady's: Chamber: She lay in Extremity, 
a Subject of Compaſſion and Admirarion ; the Emerick 
put her upon the Rack ; yer her Patience was ſtronger 
than the Pain» She ſeem d almoſt to out- brave thoſe 
Primitive Martyrs, who neither flinch'd in the Fire, 
nor cried Oh ! at the Torment of Knives and Razors ; 
and tho her Force ſunk every Moment, her Reſignation 
to Providence was invincible. 

One Doctor was for Bleeding, another for Cauſticks, 
a third for he knew not what, and a fourth for (ending 
her to the Waters; their Skill was non-pluſs'd, and they 


had already diſcharged their Latin, and poured our their 


Stock of Aphoriſms ; ſo that, in fine, they concluded 
Nemine contradicente, for a Bolus of Opium, that ſhe might 


depart without Pain. | 
F E e Buſebius 
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Euſcbius bore all their impertinent Jargon; but when 
he heard this barbarous . Reſolution, he was not Maſte 
ol his Reſentment. What (ſaid he) Gentlemen, do you 
believe another State? That an Eternity depends upon 
this laſt Moment ? If you do, with what Conſcience can 
you in this fatal Circumſtance, caſt Reaſon into a Le. 
thargy, when a poor Creature ſtards moſt in need of it d 

Vu would forſooth put her out of Pain, but your Pity is | 
barbarous, and your Compaſſion cruel ; for you deprive 
her of the very Power of asking God forgiveneſs, and by 
Conſequence of Pardon. Indeed, the vertuous Tenure 
of her Life is in ſome Meaſure an Aſſurance her Death 
will not be miſerable ; for it's rare to ſee a Perſon who 
has lived well, die ill: But however, it's a great Step 
from Time to Eternity; and if poflible, ſhould not be 
taken in the Dark; a Trip is fatal, and an Over fight 
way pitch her on the Wrong- ſide of the Shore, and then 
there is no Return, No, no, Gentlemen, if you can do 
her Body no good, you ſhall do her Soul no harm. Few 
Moments remain, let her diſpoſe of them to Advantage; 
let her die in Pain, to-revive in never ending Pleaſures, 
This ſnort 1 prorogued the juncto, and pur 
an end to their Reſolves: However, they took Care 
of their Fee, bur then left all Concern for the Lady be- 
hind them. The Ordinary ſtay d not to cure, but to 
ſee her die. Indeed, this was extraordinary; but Do- 
ctors (like Judges) pronounce the Sentence, bur ſeldom 
are preſent at the Execution. 


DIALOGUE VI. 
Whether it be expedient for Gentlemen to travel; with 
' ſome Directions to thoſe who go abroad. 
NE Father perſwaded him to travel, before he 
ſettled in the World: He was of the-common Per- 
ſwaſion, that home-bred Gentlemen are only rough caſt; 
that they muſt receive the laſt Strokes of Behaviour in 
France and Ttaly, But Neander, who rated the Perſecu- 
tions of a Chriſtian, above all little Accompliſhments of 


a Gentleman, and affected rather a Decency of Manners, 
than of Carriage, would not conſent to the Propoſal, 7 
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he had conſulted his Oracle Euſebius, and he reſolved 


rather to follow his Judgment, than his own Inclination. 
He therefore gave him a Viſit ; the Father acquainted 
him of his Deſign, and asked his Advice. 

My Son ( (aid he) grows in Years fit for Improvement; 
he has Quality, and Eſtate to ſupport it. And beſides, 
Nature has furniſhed him with a good Genius and a 
ſharp, Wir, ſo that nothing is wanting to render him ſer- 
viceable ro his Country, and an Honour to his Family, 
bur Experience. Now this cannor be well acquired bur 
by Travelling. He has indeed all rhe Learning the Uni- 
verſity can give him; bur then to ſteer wholly by Books, 
without looking into Men and Buſineſs, is like learning 
a Trade without ever coming to the Practice: Who in- 
tends to be Maſter muſt draw by the Life, as well 
as y from the Originals, and join Specylation 
with Practice. My Relations are divided upon the Mar- 
ter; ſome perſwade me to (end him abroad, others to 
keep him at home; ſome tell me home- breeding will un- 
gentleman him, and others that Foreign Education will 
turn his Engliſh Blood into French or Italian; favour me 
with your Opinion upon the Matter. 

I am nor (reply'd Euſebius) fo fond of Travelling, 
as ſome of our Noblemen ; nor yet ſo averſe, as others. 
A Man, no doubr, may reap great Improvement from 
the Tour of France and Italy, and alſo make the Journey 
ro Diſadvantage. He may rather glean up their Vices 
than their Vertues, and return both a Clown, and a De- 
bauchee. He may fall in love with their Wine and their 
Women; and bring back nothing but a Wife, a Miſtrels, 
or a Diſeaſe, for a Memorandum of his Voyage. At leaſt, 
L know {ome who left their Innocence and Money in the 
Continent, and landed at Gravz5s-end, with as light Heads, 
and lighter Pockets than when they firſt ſer out ar Do- 
ver. I confeſs this wandring Humour ſpreads wide, and 
grows Epidemical : Men fanſie Foreign Air purifies the 
Brain as well as the Lungs; thar Breeding and Ex- 
perience ſprout up in the Streets of Paris and Venice; 
and that a View of Verſailles or Marly transforms Ruſti- 
city into Behaviour. But alas, Sir, the French Climate 
breeds Clowas no leſs than our Engliſh; and I have ſeen 

there as ill ſhap'd Gentlemen, as ar London. Our Car- 


riage, indeed, has ſomething of the Lion, and theirs of 
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the Ape; ours awes, theirs delights ; theirs is fooliſh, and 
ours iurly. "EE 

* You have drawn ( ſays the Gentlemen) a diſadvan- 
rageous Map df the Continent, and if Debauchery be the 
only Fruit of Travels, I think we may buy that Com- 
modity nearer home at leſs Charge and Labour. For 
Vice thrives to admiration in our Soil; and we have 
tranſplanted it theſe ten Years into Flanders, Germany 
and Spain; and, what is ſtrange, our Stock is nor ſunk; 
nay, it rather riſes every Day; and tho often Men of 
other Trades flip aſide, we hear no Debauchees turn 
Bankrupt of their Vices. But, under favour, tho other 
Nations have their Defects, they are not quite bare o 
Perfections. They may ſet us Patterns for Imitation as 
well as for Averſion; and by conſequence, improve a 
young Gentleman as well as corrupt him. Every Coun- 
try produces Remedies as well as Poiſons, and be deſerves 
to die who leaves thoſe for theſe. ., . f 

No doubt ( reply'd Euſebius) there are fine things be- 
yond Sea, and a young Man may waft over a handſome 
Cargo of Italian Improvements, with a Valize of French 
Behaviour, Bur, alas, Sir, they will lie upon his Hands, 
and ruſt in his Wardrobe for want of uſing. We hate the 
ſtiff and gumm'd Deportment of the 1:alian, and to be 
yoak'd in Ceremony or tied up ro Steps in Converſation. 
And the French Shrug only fits tolerably on a Beau, and 
intitles him to the Honour of a Fop. 

But, Sir, { anſwer'd the Gentleman) Breeding conſiſts 
not meerly in a genteel Carriage, and decency of Ge- 
ſture; it reaches to the improvement of the Underſtand- 
ing. I look upon a Man, whoſe only Ornaments hang 
upon the Surface, like thoſe Palaces that are ſtarely with- 
out, and unfurniſh'd within. Now travelling manures 
the Underſtanding; it affords Knowledge and Diſcovery ; 
it enlarges the Faculty, and gives a more extenſive inſight 
into Things and Men: Whereas a home-bred Gentleman 
is confind to narrow Limits; he wants Materials for 
obſervation, and cannot work out a Subject for a gen- 
teel Diſcourſe. 2b 

Beſides, Sir, he learns the great Myſtery of Foreign 
Governments; their fort, and their foible; the Intereſts 
of Princes, and their Deſigns : and thus at the ſame time 


he ſeaſons Pleaſure with Profit; he ſtages (if I may By 
| fo 


1 


The Gentleman Inſtrucled. 421 


ſo) into Politicks, and rides Poſt into Buſineſs: he returns 
equipp'd for Employment, and rigg'd our for an Embaſſy 
at leaſt, to che Cantons or Hans-towns. | 
Oh, Sir, (ſaid Euſebius) you ſend, I perceive, your 
Son abroad to catch Politicks. You ſhould remember, 
we fluſh at home that Game in every Tipling-houle : 
It over-runs both Town and Country, and is ſunk from 
an Imbelliſhmenrt into a Nuiſance. Our Coblers and 
Tinkers take into their Conſideration the ardua regni ne- 
gotia, as well as our Parliament ; and leave Holes in 
Shooes and Pans to mend the Goverament. I rell you, 
Sir, our Soil produces more Politicks than all Europe be- 
ſides; ſo that to tranſport Foreign is to ſend Owls to A- 
thens, We are, in a word, peſter d with thoſe of our 
own growth, and I believe a Prohibition ro ſhip. over 
Extern Politicks into England might prove no leſs benefi- 
cial to the Nation than that of bringing over French Wines, 
or planting Tobacco. | 
ur, Sir, ſuppoſing our Gentleman arriv'd at Paris 
or Venice, what Company muſt he ply for thoſe mighty 
Advantages you ſpeak of? In one place, without doubt, 
the topping Miniſters of State; in the other the Council 
di Dieci. Certainly in ſuch Schools he may in a ſhorr. 
time run thro a courſe of Politicks, and commence Do- 
cor of State tricks. But do you think thoſe Achitophels 
will unveil the ſecret Myſteries of their Maſters to Stran- 
pers, and throw before rhem the Arcana of the Cabiner ? 
o, no, Sir, he muſt be content with Town-Inrelligence, 
or the Table-Reports of Treating-Houſes; and then you 
may gueſs with what a Proviſion of Politicks, with what 
a Lading of Science he is like to freight the Packer-Boar 
at his return. I counſel you rather to furniſh your Son 
withGazettes, Mercuries and Clefs des Cabinets. Here he 
may catch Language and Knowledge at the ſame draught, 
and poliſh his Tongue and hs Brain 8 I aſſure 
you, Sir, I knew a Gentleman, who bid fair for the re- 
pute of a great Man, and an able Miniſter : He top d 
the Gravity of Don Frederick de Toledo; his Air was as 
Miyſterious as his Diſcourſe ; like the Pagan Oracles, he 
affected Riddle and Innuendo s. One would have taken 
him for the Grand Vixier-General f Europe, the common 
Manager of Treaties, and ſole Depoſitory of all the Cabi- 
net Reſolutions. Yer he ow'd all his Intelligence to Hol- 
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land News-Books ; and when the Wind blew from our 
Shore in the Bri! Packet-boat's Teeth, he was at a loſs 
for a Diſcourſe. One would have ſwore a North-weſt 
Gale had work d upon his Brain, and blown his Wit and 
his Memory into Norway or Denmark, 

Bur, Sir, do you fanſie a Gentleman at his arrival at 
Pars {ends Hue and Cry afrer a Mafter of Politicks ? No, 
no, this is point blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent. 
His Buſineſs is to oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the Un- 
derſtanding; he firſt regales his Eye with a view of Ver- 
failles and Marly, and then his Appetite with all the De- 
licacies of the Town. Tho he brought from home the 
bare Title of Sguire, the Pariſians will preſent him a Pa- 
rent of Peerage, and the noiſe of a Feune my Lord will 
hollow into his attendance all the Breteurs and Sharpers 
of the Town. And when once he is fallen inro ſuch 
Hands, he will ſcarce get out of them till he has deliver d 
his Purſe, and pawn'd his Conſcience. Believe me, Sir, 
a young Man that has Pleaſures in view, will be ſhrewd- 
ly rempred to raft whether they be as agreeable to the 
Palate, as to the Sight, and charm the Senſe as much as 
the Imagination; and it's odds he will never ſtand firm 
*againft the Temptation: For Fleſh and Blood, accom- 
pany'd by Youth, have a ſtrong tendency to Evil, they 
plead hard for Liberty, and as eagerly againft Conſtraint. 
And when a Youth lies at the Mercy of ſuch Turors, 
what can be expected bur Debauckery ? He will in a 
word firſt break thro the Practice, and then thro the very 
Principles of Morality. Beſides he is out of a Parents 
fighr, he is not aw'd by his Preſence, nor within the 
reach of his Correction: ſo that he ranges without re- 
ſtraint, and plays the Prodigal without controul. 

Under favour (ſaid the Gentleman) you luppoſe me 
lirtle read in the Extravagancies of Youth, when you 
fanſie I will lay the Reins on my Son's Neck, and aban- 
don his to his own Conduct. Tho' (God be thank'd ) 
his Behaviour be regular and untainted, his Innocence 
may be ſurpriz d. Youth has a natural tendency to 
Lewdneſs; it wants Experience to wave Temptation, 
and Reſolution to encounter it. In firie, Paſſion and Care- 
leſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it open to Sur- 

ire. Now to obviate this Inconvenience, I have pro- 
vided him a fober Governour, who knows — and 
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Men; who has ſeen the World, and makes no inconſide- 
rable Figure: he is a Man of Parts, talks well, and I 
hope, lives better. Such a Perſon is able ro ſtop the Sal- 
lies of Youth, to awe it into the Bounds of Decency by 
his Authority, and to inſtruct it by his Prudence. 

This Caution (anſwer'd Euſebius) it laudable and pru- 
dent; bur I aſſure you, Sir, it ſeldom anſwers Expecta- 
„tion: I have known Governours who wanted Govers 

nours themſelves, and were ten times more hit to receive 
than to give Inſtruction. Their Religion was as looſe 
as their Manners ; they believed any rhing for Intereſt, 
and practis d any thing for Pleaſure. Now when the 
' Governour is diſſolute, who can expect Regularity from 
the Pupil ? Bur ſuppoſe him clear of theſe Imputations, 
it's ſtill a queſtion whether rhe Young Man either reſpects 
or eſteems him: If nor, it's odds his Inftructions will 
make no Impreſſion. They may beat the Ear, but will 
never touch the Heart. He may as well chaſtiſe the 
Wind as that Spark into Sobriery, who diſeſteems his 
Perſon. The Man reinforces the Counſel, and perſwades 

more ofrentimes than his Reaſons. 

Bur farther, a. Young Man paſt Twenty is a reſty 
Creature; his Paffions are at their full growth, and con- 
ſequently ungovernable. They contend hard for Liberty, 
and it's ten to one Pleaſure will ger the better of Precept: 
For in that Age Senſe affects more than Duty; and the 
agreeable enchants more powerfully than the /ewful. 
When the Law declares him Major, he will not eafaly 
ſubmit ro the Slavery of Minority, (i. e.) he will nor be 
rid by Governours, nor led by Pedants like Children by 
their Hanging-fleeves. He ſuppoſes he can walk by 
himſelf, and ſtand upon his own Legs; and thus becomes 
ſo unruly that he will neither lead nor drive, What a 
fine Menage did I fee at Paris between a Tutor and his 
Papil ? They liv'd in a ſtate of War; the one camp in 
the Fauburg. St. Germain, the other in the Rue de Temple; 
and had not the Seine run between, they might have 
come to action; at laſt they agreed upon a Treaty: Bur 
before it was brought to a Concluſion, as many Couriers 
run between em as from Gertrudenburgh to the Hague, 
or Verſailles. Ep : 

Im ſenſible ( ſaid the Gentleman) theſe Inconveni- 
ences happen; and when a _ underyalues the _— 
e 4 0 
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of bis Governour, he ſeldom approveshis Counſel : For 
it goes againſt the Grain to conform to the Advice of 
thoſe we contemn, Beſides, we preſume Reaſons cannot 
riſe above the level of thoſe that propoſe em: So that 
when we entertain a low Opinion of a Perſon, we diſable 
his Friendſhip, and put him under an Impoſſtbility of 
doing us any good. For this Reaſon I have pitch d upon 
a French Miniſter ; his Parts will call for Eſteem, and 
his Character for Reſpect. | 75 

Upon 'a French Miniſter (reply d Euſebius,) What 

do you mean? Are our own ˖· Countrymen fo deſtitute of 
Prudence, good Nature and Probity, that you could not 
fall upon one completely furniſh'd for the Employment ? ' 
Good God! My Lady's Woman muſt be French, as well 
as my Lord's Valet de Chambre; we cannot eat, unleſs 
French Cooks ſerve us up Ragouts, nor dreſs but 4 la 
mode de France, We hate the Nation, yer cannot live 
without the Natives. They ſcrew themſelves into the 
chief Families, and engroſs both Places of Truſt and Pro- 
fir, ſo that their Puniſhment has prov'd a Favour. For 
they enjoy abroad more Plenty, than they durſt have ex- 
pected ar home. Who can reconcile this Conduct to 
our Clamours 2 Who will not think, we rail in. jeſt, when 
we thus careſs in earneſt? And that our Hearts are 
French, as well as our Cloaths ? 

We complain the Church of England is over-run with 
Fanaticiſm, that the Presbyterians over- top it in Number 
and Quality; What wonder? When French Miniſters train 
up the Nobility ? Their Religion is Puritan, thrice refi- 
ned ; their Zeal has more Hear than Lighr, and more 
Peeviſhneſs than Charity. How often have they in 
France, made room for their Religion 'with the Sword, 
and bought Liberty of Conſcience by Slaughter and De- 
vaſtations ? They are Republicans in Principles and Pra- 
_ and ſeldom obey when it's in their Power ro com- 
mand. : 

Now is it likely theſe Gentlemen will train up their 
Pupils in the Obedience to the Church? No, no; I 
would as ſoon ſend a Youth to learn Chriſtianity of the 
Mufty, as the Doctrine of the Church bf England of 
theſe Monſieurs, They hate the very Conſtitution of its 
Government, and long fince pronounced its Ceremonies 
fooliſh and impious. Let us then ceaſe to wonder, the 


NobF 
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Nobility ſtrikes off from the Church to Conventicles : 
French Miniſters have brought Apoſtaſie into faſhion, and 
raiſed the Spirit of Faction in England, as well as in 
France; and I fear the infection will dilate, ſo long as 
they wind themſelves into Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, and 
govern the Children of the Nobility. 

But waving a French Miniſter's Religion, I am not 
throughly perſwaded of his other Abilities. I fear he 
will rather conſult his own Intereſt, than his Pupils Im- 
provement, and husband the Occafion to his own Advan- 
rage. For thoſe Gentlemen ſettle not among us to ſpend, 
bur to gain; to ſupply preſent Neceſſities, and to lay in 
Proviſions againſt Age and Accidents. Now a Man 
that has Preferment in View, and a Fortune in his Head, 
will probably take the ſhorteſt way to his Journey's end. 
A generous Freedom ( he knows) as the World goes, is 
no thriving Quality; wholiome Advice, if unpalatable, 
revolts the Sromach, and alienates the Affection; that 
thoſe, who countenance Vice, are better paid, than tholſe 
that preach up Vertue. This is a ſtrong Temptation ro 
the Governour to ſlacken the Reins, to endear the young 
Gentleman to him by all the little tricks of Condeſcen- 
dance and Flattery; and then the Pupil commands, and 
the Governour ſays Amen to all his Extravagancies. 

It's true, he betrays his truſt ; but alas, Sir, Traitors 
are no Phœnixes in our Age. However he is true to his 
Intereft ; and I find few ſollicitous of others Concerns, if 
their own Work goes on kindly. He may indeed fear a 
Reprimand from the Father; but then he hopes a For- 
tune from the Son; and (believe me) good Coin affects 
more than bard Words. You know, Sir, Men are more 

rone to adore the riſing than the ſetting Sun, and to 
awn on thoſe who enter upon an Eſtate, than thoſe who 
reſign it. 

You are then I perceive (ſaid the Gentleman) no 
admirer of Travelling: You are for breathing our Na- 
tive Air, and growing Gray under our own Elevation. 

I ſay not ſo neither (anſwer'd Euſebius) I am not abſo- 
lutely for it, nor univerſally againſt it. Travels may 
improve ſome, and ruin others. They may fit ſome for 
the higheſt Employ ments, and render others unworthy of 
the loweſt, I think it convenient for the prime Nobility 


do take a walk into the neighbouring Kingdoms ; Rar 
8 yl 
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fuch are mark d our for publick Buſineſs; they are; 
as it were, by Birth fix d in Court, and may pretend to 
a place at the Council-table, and ro fit at the upper end 

the Government. Now People in ſuch Circumſtances 
" ſhould lay in a competent Stock of French and Dutch, that 
they may treat in Perſon, not by Proxy and Interpreters. 
For Buſineſs goes on ſlowly when carried on by Deputy, 
and Minifters ſeldom agree when one underſtands 
not the other. Ir's proper for em to make ſome acquain- 
rance with Penſionary Heinſius and Monſieur de Torcy, be- 
fore they go over with a Character and Credentials. For 
the Qualiry of a Friend may haſten the Diſpatches of 
the Minifter ; and the Capacity of the one forward the 


Work of the orher. 
Bur then, I think, Gentlemen of a lower Rank ſhould 


5 not always be upon the ramble ; eſpecially rhole who 


raiſe not their Pretenſions ro Court „but confine 
their Ambition to the Dignity of a Country- Juſtice, or 
look no higher than the place of a Deputy-Lieutenant: 
In ſine, thoſe who are cut out for the Country, and de- 
fign to ſpend their Time and their Money among their 
Neighbours. ; | 
Firſt, Becauſe Foreign Breeding is nor a la mode out of 
Town. It's too fine complexioned for a Village, and as ule- 
leſs as a Coach and ſix in the Mountains of Glamorganſhire, 
He will ſcarce meer an occaſion once in a Twelve- month 
ro practice French or Italian; and a Country-Dance well 
perform'd will receive more applauſe than a French Mi- 
nuit, Saraband, or Riccadone. Beſides, our Country Air 
will tarniſn the Luſtre of Outlandiſn Behaviour: Time 
and Converſation will waſh off the Varniſh, and then 
Ariſtotle's Aphoriſm, corruptio optimi fit peſſima, will have 
place; the -beft Manners degenerate into the worſt, and 
the fineſt Gentleman makes the moſt compleat Clown. 
For what can be more antick, than Ruſticity cur on 
Breeding ? Methinks it reſembles Canvaſs laid on Satin, 
or Embroidery on Linſy-woolſy. 

Secondly, A Gentleman train'd up in the Senſual Free- 
doms of Venice, and the gaudy Pageantry of Paris will 
return with a Surfeir of a Country-life. He will regard 
his Home as a Baniſument, and his own Houſe as a 
Dungeon. An Italian Symphony ſtrikes the Organ more 
ſmoothly than that of a Pack of Hounds, Comedies, 


Opera's, 
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Opera's, and publick Entrado's of Princes and Embaſſa- 
dours draw more pleaſing Perſpectives in the Eye, than 
thole of Dunghills or Cabanes. Gay Company affects 
more than Solirude; and Balls fer off with all the glitte- 
ring gawdery of Silk and Silver are far more tranſporting 

than Country-Wakes. 

Now a Gentleman that returns over-grown with theſe 
Notions, Byaſs'd with theſe Inclinarions, will he reliſh 
the Campaign; and pen up his Perſon and Happineſs in 
a Village? No, no, he will take up in Town; and 
ly vifit his Mancir to refreſh his Lungs or his Purſe. 
Since the middle of the laſt Age our way of living is no 
more Engliſh ; like our Language, it's piec'd up of French 
and Italian ; and to compleat the Oleo, we have thrown in- 
to the Compoſition the Vices of Holland and Germany. The 
Nobility withdraws from the Country into Town : that 
noble Hoſpitality proper to our Nation is out of uſe, and 
almoſt out of Memory, and thoſe Largeſſes that entertain d 
the Poor run in another Channel: Game ſweeps away 
one parr, gawdy Equipages, or Miſſes the other. In the 
mean time the Provinces are drain d of Men and Money. 
Some run to Town to ſpend Eſtates, and others to gain 
'em. The ancient Seats of the Nobility are let out to 
Fack-Daws and Screech-Owls, or tumble under the weighr 
of Time; and Cattle graze upon their Ruins; Fam 
eſt ubi Troja fuit, 

We may date this Change from the time Travellin 
became Gentile, and Wandering a la mode. Foreign 
Commerce has brought in Foreign Cuſtoms ; and as con- 
quer d Greece and Aſia overcame the Roman Vertue and 
Sobriery, ſo France and Italy have debauch'd ours. 

However I acknowledge a Young Man may improve 
by travelling, if caution be uſed : For beyond Sea there 
are great Vertues as well as great Vices, and Examples 
that deſerve Imitation as well as Averfion. You may 
poliſh the Body and the Mind, better the Gentleman, and 
perfect rhe Chriſtian, 


. 5 
In the firſt place, pitch upon a Virtuous and Prudent 
Governour. Youth is blind, and if it follows a blind 
Guide, their Journey will end in a Precipice, ambo in 
| Foveam cadent. A Man that over- looks his own Duty to 
God, will not put a Pupil in mind of his. ay = 
Ons 
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ions and Practice are generally of a piece; and if this 
be tainted, thoſe are ſeldom ſound. 


F x n 

Let him be Prudent, neither too indulgent on the one 
hand, nor too ſevere on the other. It's no leſs dangerous 
to keep too heavy a hand over a Gentleman, than too 
light; and to baulk all his Defires, than none, A Gover- 
nour may loſe his Authority by too much Stiffneſs, as 
well as by too much Condeſcendence. And if he com- 
mands with Haughtineſs, he will certainly be diſobey d. 
To refuſe a young Man a juſt liberty is a temptation to 
rake it, and if once the Ice is broken, he will ſhake off 


Dependance and diſcard Reſpect. 


2. > 

I would not have a great fault paſs without a ſuitable 
Correction, nor a ſmall one puniſh'd beyond Proportion: 
For if the Reprimands are equal, the young Man will 
fanſie the Faults are alſo, and then he will conclude it's 
better to be teaz'd for ſomething, than to be rated for no- 
thing. When we draw near one and twenty, Severity is 
out of ſeaſon z we may be led indeed into our Duty by 
Kindneſs, but hardly hector d into it by Roughneſs. A 
 Governour may maintain his Character, if he pretends 
only to adviſe, but will certainly forfeit it, if he pre- 
ſumes to command with Empire and Superciliouſneſs : 
And therefore I would rather have him wait upon his 
Pupil as a Companion than as a Spy and a Cenſor ; and 
ply him more with Counſel than Authority. We often 
| gp _ to the one, and always with repugnance to 

2. . 


Let him not ſtay too long in a great City; when he 
has view'd what is worth obſervation, let him purſue his 
Journey. A long ſtay breeds Acquaintance, and Acquain- 
rance expoſes to Debauchery. A Man that knows no 
body will have no rempration ro tempt another to ill, 
and is out of the danger of being rempted ; for who will 
ſer upon an Incognito? Familiarity goes before Criminal 
Aſſignations; and Privacy plains the way for Extrava- 


gance. , 
There is not, perchance, a City in the World better 


ſtock d with Men of Parts and: Police Behaviour than 
Pars ; 
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paris; and norie more eaſie and ſociable ro Strangers. A 
young Man may improve by ſuch Converſation : he may 
enlarge his Underſtanding, and open to himſelf a more 
extenſive Proſpect than by Study and Application: And 
thus he will enter into a handſome proviſion of Senle, 
not only withour Trouble bur even with Delight: He 
will raile a Fortune in Knowledge, without the Drudge- 


ry of Study, and tranſplant another's Science into bis 
own Skill. ; | | 


| 6. 5 
But then if he may better himſelf by the Company of 
Men, he will certainly expoſe bimlelf to a thouſand 
Dangers. If he frequents the Converſation of Women, 
their Language charms, their Expreſſions inſinuate, and 
their Air is impoling ; they paint Gallantry with Wit, 
and both with Freedom; ſo that at the ſame time they 
attack the Underſtanding and Will, and conquer both 
almoſt without Reſiſtance. How many have I known 
of our Nation faſcinated by theſe Syrens, enchanted by 
theſe Circes, They ſtole away their Hearts and their 
Heads; empty'd their Brain and their Purſe, and com- 
leatly equip'd 'em for a Mad-houſe or an Hoſpital. The 
aſſion was too ſtrong for Precept, and the Oratory of 
the Lady's baffled the Counſel of Governours. For Love 
is without Ears as well as without Eyes, and, what is 
worle, without Underſtanding. It's true, we ſend our 
Children abroad to learn French Courtſhip as well as 
Modes; bur this Errand is as Unchriſtian as Unneceſſary. 
. We carry the Principles of this Science within us, and 
Nature alone will reach it at home without the Aſſiſtance 
of Ourlandiſh Preceprors. Too great a Proficiency in 
the Art is rather to be fear d than Ignorance ; and it's 
ten to one, that in ſpighr of Caution young Men will 
improve it ſome Years too ſoon, than a Moment too late. 
And this is the reaſon ſome leave their Hearts and their 
Conſcience in France and Italy ; and others return with a 
poor Wife, and ſome with an impudent Curtizan. 


* 

I would not have a Gentleman ſquare his Obſervati- 
on by Dr. Lyſter's Memoirs of Parts ; they are below re- 
mark, and fir better on an Ignoramus than on a Fellow of 
the Royal Society or a Gentleman. Let him not therefore 
trifle away his time in examining whether * 

| taſts 
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raſts ſweeter in April or Fennary;- or the Roman Lettuces 
better than our Si leſtian, or the Fiacres more convenient- 


ly hung than my Lord Embaſſadour's Coach; ler him 
not trot about to view» rare Collections of Cockle-ſhells, 
or Skeletons, of Todpoles and Spiders: For after all, 
theſe Diſcoveries are not worth the Candle; nay, within 
an Ace as ridiculous as Caligula s Journey to the Sea- 
ſhore! load his Army with this Childiſh Trumpery. 
Laſſel's Voyage will be far more uſeful than Lyſter's 3 
it will furniſn matter for Inquiry and Obſervation, and 
both delight and inſtruct in your Journey, Here is a 
ſnort draughr' of the advantages and diſadvantages of 


Travelling. I bave given you my Judgment of the mat- 


ter, and leave to your Prudence the Determination. 
I am infinitely oblig d ( ſaid the Gentleman) for your 


Advice and Freedom; and am perſwaded young Men 


muſt not be ſent abroad without Care and Caution. I 
will rake the moſt juſt Meaſures Prudence can ſuggeſt, 
to keep my Son within the Bounds of Duty. I am 
wholly of your Opinion, that Vertue is the moſt accom- 
pliſhing Ornament of a Gentleman, that this alone ren- 
ders him amiable in this World, and happy in the next. 


1 
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__DIALOGUE vn. 
Of the Soul's Immortality. 


Uſebius was invired in Chriſtmas by a Gentleman to 

an Entertainment» He found a great deal of Com- 
pany, who were refolv'd ro be merry; there were {ome 
ſober Gentlemen among them; but then others were of 
the Town-cur, Tung Goddamme's, that ſpoke ill and liv d 
worſe. They had placed their Requiem in this World, 
and turn id off all Thoughts of the other; and when Clarer 
had warmed the Head, Impiety broke our at the Tongue; 
their Heart far upon their Lips, and diſcover'd to the 
Company. the Corruption that lurk'd within, and one 
mighr read the Secrets of their Souls in their Words, 
Some were for the High-Church, others for the Low, and 
moſt for no Church. Their Faith was Faction and Inte- 
reſt, and Paſſion the fole Motives of Credibility. 


E 
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A Grave Gentleman thought it his Duty to rebuke the 
Inſolence of the daring Salmoneans : Gentlemen, (ſaid 
he) this Diſcourſe neither ſuits with your Company, nor 
your Profeſſion : It makes the very Soul of a Chriſtian 


ſmhrink back, and leaves Nature in a kind of chill. If 


il 


ſ 


lp 


you take the Liberty ro blaſpheme God, and play upon 
Religion, I muſt take the Freedom to defend both; to 
defire you to leave the Subject or the Room. For to be 
ſhort, theſe Sallies breed Diſguſt, they are Penance and 
Mortification to the Company. God will call you to 
Account one Day ; and it he winks at your Impieties in 
this World, he will puniſh 'em in the other, . 
One of the Blades (whom I call A4:hymius) received 
the Correction with a Smile. If God ( ſays he) vouch- 
ſafes to ler me run my Courſe ſmoothly in this World, 
I will venture his Anger in the next. For to be plain, 
I am of Mr. Dryden's Opinion; Our Minds are perpetually 
wrought on by the Temperament of our Bodies, which makes 
me ſuſpett they are nearer allied, than either our Philoſophers 
or School-Divines will allow them to be. | 
Thar is, ( replied the Gentleman) our Soul is indiſtinct 
from the Body: or in plain Engliſh, nothing bur a Heap 
of Organized Matter; this is a fine Scheme: The Sy- 
ftem a la mode raked our of the Aſhes of Hobbs and Pom- 


ponatius, and ſquared for the Latitude of Liberriniſm ; 


that Poſt Mortem, nulla Voluptas , removes, rubs, and 
plains the way for Liberty; for when the Proſpect of 
another Life is ſnut up, Men may ſport without reſtraint, 
and play withbur remorſe ; bur this is ro pretend to Wit, 
to Con the Poets. 

Sir (ſaid Athymius) leſs of Exclamation if you pleaſe, 
and more of Reaſon : Hear muſt nor decide the Queſtion, 
bur Argument. I am not for implicit Faith, nor over- 
reſigning to Authority; my way is to examine before I 
aſſent, and to preſerve Reaſon in its juſt Liberties: Ab- 
ſolute Submiſſion keeps us in a kind of Minority; it 
palls the Underſtanding, and expoſes us to Impoſture ; 
always to walk on Crutches is the way to loſe the Uſe of 


our Limbs, and to ſteer by anothers Reaſon, to forfeit 
the Benefit of our own, 


Reaſon (anſwer d Euſebius) is an excellent thing; 
but thoſe who bear the Charter by which they enjoy it, 
ſeem not over-fond of the Poſſeſſion; if your Soul be 

material, 
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material, what becomes of this topping Prerogative 3 
Man muſt draw in his figure and herd with Beaſts: At 
moſt there will be no more difference between them than 
between a 2 and a Beetle, or Scoth. Clothand Fine Holland; 
the Materials are the ſame, the Diſtinction lies in the 

Fineneſs of the Contexture. 

I confeſs (reply d Athymius) I ſnould eſteem my ſelf 
happy were I unprovided of Reaſons that demonſtrate my 
ſelf leſs than popular Errors make me; for after all, to 
turn Advocate againſt ones ſelf, to plead againſt our greateſt 
Prerogarive, and to diſpute one's ſelf out ofa poſſibility of 
being happy, in the next World, is the greateſt Misfot- 
rune that can befall a Man in this, but Truth muſt have 

lace. I love to know my juſt Dimenſions, and as I 
corn tb reſign the leaſt Perfection that belongs ro my 
Nature, ſo I will never uſurp thoſe that are foreign: I'll 
not grow great by Flattery, nor claim a Dignity ſuppor- 


ted by Ignorance and Viſion. If you can prove by dint 


of Reaſon my Soul is Immortal, I'll ſubmit to Demonſtra- 
tion; and you ſhall fee by my Conduct I expect Heaven 
as the Recompence of Vertue, and fear Hell as the Pu- 
niſhmenrs of Vice. - _ | | 
Under favour (ſaid Eyſebius) methinks your Opinion 
calls louder for Demonſtration than mine; for ib it prove 
falſe, you forfeit Heaven for the miſtake ; and muſt groan 
under all the Thorns of the Damned into the Bargain, 
whereas Iſhall go off with the Satisfaction of living like 
a Man, tho I die like a Beaſt. And tho' lam not happy 
in the next World, I ſhall be out of the reach of Miſery: 
In fine, I bid fair for Heaven, rho' I fall ſhort of my Pre- 
tenſions. But however, ſeeing you pur me upon the 
proof, I'll condeſcend to your deſire; yer though yeu 
promiſe ro ſubmit to Evidence, I cannot be ſatisſied of 
the Performance. | | 
I ſuppoſe, Sir, you will rake che word of a Gentleman 
(reply'd Athymius.) | | 
The word of a Gentleman (an{wer'd Euſebius) made of 
Soul and Body goes as far with me as a Bond, but your Mat. 
ter and Motion Gentlemen's Credir,finks low in my Eſteem z 
for look ye, Sir, any little Accident from withour may 


ruffle your preſent Situation and jumble you into a new Set 


of Reſolutions ; it may fluſh a new train of Thoughts, — 
| then 
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then adieu to the old: for Matter and Motions are bizarre 
things, humor ſome and capricious to excels ; they are ar- 
bitrary and uncontroul d; you muſt wil and nil as they 
pleäſe; every new impulſe flings a new Figure and wears 
off the old; ſo that you are guided by Fate, and drove 
on by Chance in your Syſtem, and conſequently muſt be 
an Infidel or a true Believer, an honeſt Man or a Knave, 
in ſpire of your Teeth, Now I can no more truſt ſuch a 
Man than a Pupper : I will nor venture a Crols upon 
his Honour, nor hazard a ſingle Sixpence upon his Repa- 
tation; for who is not Maſter of himſelf can be no Slave 
to his Word, | | 

But for all that ( ſaid Athymius) my word will. go a 


. great way, and my Neighbouts look upon ir as good a 


Security as a Mortgage. 

I believe you (an{wer'd Euſebius;) but this is an Inc 
ſtance that thoſe Neighbours are perſwaded your Soul is 
ſomething more than Matter, when they take your word, 
nay, and your ſelf roo when you give it; for who. but 


Fools will truſt a Man that is moved by Chance, that is 


uſh'd on by Fate and drawn by Neceſſity. Thus you 
ee, Sir, you diſavow your Tener when you act like a 
Man, which makes me ſuſpect you only aber ir, when 
you intend to play the Beaſt, and that your Diſeaſe lies 
mote in the Heart than the Head. | 

If you pleaſe (ſaid 4thymius) cur ſhort and come to 
the point; Preambles take up Time and tid no Ground; 
bur pray let us nor ſteer within fight of Metaphyſicks, 
nor fall ro capping of Syllogiſms. I am for plain Rea- 
ſon without fard or fucus, and it works mote kindly in 
honeſt Engliſh than in the barbatous Ergotiſm of the 
Schools. uy 

I am for you (reply'd Euſebius) and you ſhall heat 
thoſe Arguments that are more eafily underſtood than 
N Tell me then, is it better to be a Beaſt or a 

o 

I 8 (anſwer'd Athymius) you are fallen into a 
fir of bantering ; the Queſtion is ſcandalous, and the ve- 
fy Compariſon is degrading ro Humane Narure ; he who 
N a Beaſt to Man, deſerves to be thrown among 

em, a 
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„oed YM. 
If the Soul be Mortal it's better to be a Beaſt than 


a Man. 


Euſeb. youR Anſwer is moſt true, but then your Te- 
net is no leſs falſe; give Attention to the 
Proof ; nothing falls under Choice but Good, and with- 
out doubt a greater Good is preferrable to a leſs: Now 
Good and Happineſs are Synonymous, therefore a grea- 
ter Happineſs is preferable to a leſs. Our preſent Di e 
falls cherefore within this Compaſs; Whether a Beaſt 


in Your Scheme of the Souls Mortality be more happy 


than a Man: J contend it is, and prove it thus. 

It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than 
thole of Men, they are neither ſo ſenſible of Heat nor 
Cold ; their Conſtitutions vary not with the Seaſons, nor 
change with the Barometer. Hence many Diſeaſes ſpare 
them that aſſail us; they apprehend not their Pains before 
they come, nor remember them when paſt; they only 
groan under the preſent, and ſo their Dolors are momen- 


ade, their Pleaſures are more affecting chan ours, 
and their Enjoyments more. pure ; they are 'purchaſed 
without Care, and loſt without Trouble; they are nei- 
| ther followed with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repen- 
tance ; they are not clapt on the Rack by Jealouſie, nor 
haunted by the Fury of Ambition; they are too content 
to hope, and not miſerable enough to fear; they 
know no more what it is to be greater than to be 
leſs. and therefore take no Meaſures to conſerve Fortune, 
or to better it. | "IS 
But poor Man lies open to the Aſſaults of a thouſand 
Calamities that overlook Beaſts ; his Body is an Hoſpiral- 
General of all Diſeaſes, and he entertains 'em at the ex- 
ce of his Eaſe, and (in the end) of his Life too: 
ut the Diſeaſes of his Mind are more numerous and 
more tormenting; Hope drives one way, Deſpair ano- 
ther; Sollicitude diſcompoſes the Head, Jealouſie the 
Heart; Envy qualms on his Bowels, Prodigality on his 
Purſe; he keeps no Mein either in Proſperity or Adver- 
fity ; that draws his Reaſon, this overlets his — ; 
c 
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he is inſolent in one ſtate, abject in the other; and that 
his Misfortunes may be without Remedy as well as with- 
our Bounds, he calls back paſt Miſcarriages to torment 
himſelf again, and conjures up the Ghoſts of his departed 
Pleaſures ro transform em into Furies; and when he 
can diſcover in the furure no real Objects of Diſguſts, 
his Imagination creates em. He ſprings Chymera's, and 
trembles at Monſters that have no being but in fancy; 
yet tho they are fictitious, his Fears are real, and by con- 
ſequence, his Miſery. 

ndeed he is not without Pleaſures, becauſe not with- 
our Senſe ; but then they are ſeaſoned with ſo many bir- 
ter Ingredients, that they rather dugun than delight. 
What ſhall I ſay of thoſe bruriſh Tranſports of Lewdneſs, 
that hare the Sun, and range about in Shades and Ob- 
ſcuriry ? of thoſe Obſcenities that make up here the . 
hometical Elyſium of Libertines, and in good time will 
throw them into the real Hell of the Chrittians. In this 
point the Advantage ſtands for the Beaſts ; their Patlion 


is as keen, their Senſe as acute as Mans; and by con- 
ſequence, their Senſation as affecting; but then theit 


Pleaſure is not daſhr with Shame, nor bought at the ex- 

nce of Honour or Conſcience ; they contrive no Plots 
to ſteal Satisfaction, no Intrigues to conceal it; it ends 
without Regret, without Remorſe, and never ſtabs at 
parting; Bur Fear always ſucceed Mans Criminal Plea- 
ures, and even the Atheiſt that laughs at Hell, is ar the 
ſame time forc'd to tremble at it. If therefore the Plea- 
ſares of Beaſts are ar leaſt equal, ani Troubles leſs, we 
may juſtly conclude even in this point they are more 


happy. 


Its true, neither Beaſts nor Men have found a Recipe 
againſt Death, bur then they march off withour cohcern, 
and receive the Blow without reluctance, becauſe with- 
out knowledge; but this parting Pang bangs cruelly in 
our Heads, and ſometimes dyes em Gray before the Age 
of Twenty. For after all, its an unpleaſant Refle ion, 
that we muſt fink into a ſtate of Infignificancy, and be- 
come cumberſome to our ſelves, and unacceptable to o- 
thers; that we muſt grow leſs and leſs, and fall away by 
Inches. In fine, that tho' we nurſe up continually the 
TN of Nature, Death will be too hard for Doctors 
and Surgeons, and rear us from the Enjoy ments ot all 
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thoſe ſenſual Objects, in which we place our Requiem. 
So that I muſt conclude, thar ſeeing Beaſts (in your Sup- 


ofition ) are more happy than Men, it's better to be a 


alt, than a Man. | 

The Conſequence is ſhameful, beyond Scandal, and 
a Man muſt be weary or ignorant of the Dignity of 
his Nature to admit it. What, does the Happineſs of 
a Horſe deſerve Envy? Is the Puniſhment of Nebuchado- 
110zar become on Ornament to the whole Species? Such 
a PIERS ſhould be rhrown below his Kind. and con- 
demn'd to wander on the Mountains with Bears and 
Lions. 8 

Athymius. You have held forth with much Emphaſis 
upon the Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man; 
but you flag in your Inference: For who would chuſe ra- 
ther to be a Stone, than the moſt wretched Man that 
ever breathed 2 Vet thoſe brave Ages are out of reach of 
Firs of the Gout, and uncapable to receive uneaſie Im- 
preiſions. | 

_ Euſebius Were I ſure my Soul was mortal, I ſhould 
chuſe rather to remain in the State of Nothing, than to 
be milerable ; for I can't underſtand why being is better 
than net being; only becauſe in one State we have agree- 
able Senſations, and none in the other; and I declare 
that Exiſtence without Pleaſure here, or hereafter, is no 
Favour, and with Torment a Burthen; and were I ture 
never to be pleaſed, I ſhould wiſh my ſelf into Nothing, 
and pray for Annihilation: For to maintain that a miſera- 
ble being is preferrable ro no being, or no ſenſible being, is 
the. wildeſt Theſis that Folly can aber, and I believe the 
braveſt Champions of this ſtrange Paradox may be rack- 
ed, or even baſtinadoed our of the Errour, | 

Athymius, Suppoſing Beaſts equal Men in the Percep- 

tion of agreeable Senſations, are lels ſubject to unplea- 
ſing ones, yet they are void of Reaſon. This Advantage 
is proper to Man; and I muſt tell you, one Grain of 
Science weighs more than a Tun of ſenſual Satisfaction; 
this diſcovers the Beauty of Vertue, and the Deformity 
of Vice, and throws before the Will a thouſand Reaſons 
to embrace that, and hate this: A Vertuous Man, tho 
miſerable, walks in a higher Sphere, than the moſt hap- 
y Beaſt, Who would not charge up to a Cannon s- 
mouth for a good Cauſe, ard rather expole his Life 
| os WES: than 
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than deſert Juſtice ? I would rather give up my Body 
to a Tyrant, than betray a Friend, and die innocent, 
than live a Traitor: Ir's worth coming into the World 
to go verruouſly out of it. A Man whoſe Vertue will 
bear the Trial of Pain, withour ſhrinking upon the Tore 
ture, is more happy than a Debauchee upon the Throne. 
Suffering renders nota Man bad, or unhappy, bur the 
Cauſe ; Reaſon proneunces the Tyrant miſerable, that 
murthers Innocence, nor the Hero that dies for it. See- 
ing therefore Beaſts are below thoſe noble Qualities, 

iſdom and Vertue, I muſt conclude, that the moſt 
wretched Man is more happy, than the moſt fortunate 
Beaſt ; and therefore, it's better be a Man than a Beaſt. 

Euſebius, You harangue upon the Excellence of Sci- 
ence like a Peripatetick, and huff upon Vertue like a 
Stoick: I never read Seneca de contemnenda morte, but 
methinks I hear a Coach and Six rattle in the Street; they 
both make a Majeſtick Noiſe, and almaſt fright and 
pleaſe at the ſame Time. 

Science, no doubt, is a fine Thing, and Vertue a ber- 
ter; but if we ſuppoſe no future State their Price muſt 
fall, and the Purchaſe of both will never pay the Char. 
ges of a hundred Objects that fall within the Sphere of 
our Knowledge; few pleaſe us, many are indifferent, and 
moſt torment us. Is it ſo diverting an Entertainment to 
reflect, that Friends betray me, and Enemies perſecute 
me? That wiſe Men ſcorn, and buffoons burleſque me ? 
Were we void of Knowledge, how ſhould we languiſh 
under Hope, or fret under Deſire? How ſhould we lie 
open to the Aſſaults of Fear, or groan under the Pangs 
of Deſpair? Ir's certain, in your Scheme, rhis mighty 
Prerogative would rather deſerve the Name of a Curſe, 
than of a Blefling ; for tho ir made us greater, ir would 
. render us more unhappy. 

Courage, Fidelity and Vertue are great Advantages, 
even upon the Rack, in Suppoſition of rhe Soul's Im- 
mortality, and Innocence in Flames is preterrable to 
Guilt in Power and Pleaſure ; for this leads us ro an 
Eternal Miſery, and thoſe to Everlaſting Happineſs ; for 
certainly, that Creature is far removed from a State of 
Happineſs, that muſt account for a criminal Satisfaction 
in Fire and Brimſtone; and he deſerves not the Name of 
Miſerable, who paſſes through a ſhort Life'd Marryrdom 
into a perpetual Refreſhment. Ff 3 Bur 
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+ Bur then, if our Souls fink into nothing, when our 
Bodies fall into the Grave, Vice has all the advantage 
| over Vertue; for that brings preſent Pleaſure, ths Pain; 
and then in the orher World, the one fears no Puniſh- 
ment, and the other expects no Reward. So that nei- 
ther Knowledge, nor the Practice of Vertue, add a 
Grain of Happineſs ro Man, if bis Soul be Morral. 
But, what do we talk of Verme? It's a Chymera in 
your Hypotheſis ; you deſtroy not only the Thing, but 
the very Powers of it. Can Choice ſpring from Fate, 
or Verrue from Neceſſity; how can we be Maſters of 
dur Actions, when we are not of our Souls? And if theſe 
are nothing but a Mixture of Matter and Motion, where 
is Liberty to act or not act, and by conſequence Ver- 
tue ? For who deſerves Blame for what he could not 
avoid, or Praiſe for following the Impulſe of Neceflity ? 
Athymius, You may flouriſh on the Happineſs of 
Beaſts, and the Miſeries of Man, rill Dooms-day, but 
you will ne ver perſwade me to truck Nature with an Aſs? 
Eꝛuſebius. For all that, Sir, Men of your Principles, 
generally make good Progreſs in the Art of Transfor- 
mation. Iknew ſome at rwenty, that became Centaures, 
half Beaſt, half Man. Reaſon declared em Men, the 


Abuſes of it Aﬀes ; Intemperance Swine, and Lewdneſs 


Goars, or Baboons. : | 
 Athymius. Reaſon ends when Raillery begins. You 
have drain'd the Subject, for I perceive Senſe runs low, 
let us ſtart another Argument. | 
| The Second. Proof. 

Euſebius. If Man's Soul be Mortal, his fummum bo- 
num muſt conſiſt in the Pleaſures of the Body, in the 
Satisfaction of the Senſes : For ſeeing his Narure is 
wholly material, like that of Beaſts, his End cannot be 
different. Whence it follows, that as Man's Happineſs 
and Perfection rife with his Brutality; and that he fits in 
he Height of his Greatneſs, when he appears as little as 
Lewlneſs can make him ; the Reaſon is, becauſe every 
thing is in the full State of its Perfection, when united 
to its laſt End ; then irs Capacities are filled, and this 
Society lays afleep both the Unquietneſs of Defire, and 
the tormenting Impreſſions of Hope or Fear. If there 
fore the Pleaſures of Senſe are Man's ultimate Happineſs, 
dhe more he indulges, the more happy he is, and mort 
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perfect. Wherefore our Queen and Parliament ſhould 
call in all thoſe Laws, that diſcountenance Vice; and fire 
Lewdneſs. Ir was an Act of Injuſtice ro make em, and 
is of Cruelty to execute em; they ſcare Men from their 
Duty, and fright them from their ſummum bonum; they 
ſtigmatize thoſe Actions with ſhame that deſerve Ap- 
plauſe, and canonize Sobriery and. Self. denial, with ſuch 
as call for Infamy ; for certainly its laudable to proſecute 
our laſt End with rhe urmoſt Care and Diligence; for 
this we came into the World: The Purſuir of it is our 
Duty, and irs Poſſeſſion the Top of our Felicity; there- 
fore Rapes, Adulteries, Inceſts, and all rhoſe Pleaſures 
that ſmooth the Organ, and oblige the Body, are exempt 
from Prohibition; they have nothing ill but what is 
thrown on em by Prejudice, Education and Miſtake. 

But this is not all, for Reaſon tells me, my Sovereign 
good is preferrable to all others, and that I may comply 
with any Means to purchaſe it: If therefore it be placed 
in the ſenſual Operations of this Life, to conſerve it, I 
may ſwear pro and con, blaſpheme God's Goodneſs, and 
abjure his Being. 1 may ſheer off from one Religion to 
another, profeſs all and believe none, to fence againſt 
Death. Muſt not that Doctrine be monſtrous in it ſelf, 
that is ſo flamingly impious in its Conlequences ? It's a 
Spawn of Hell; I wonderir infects not the Air, and turns 
all into Plague and Poilon. 

Athymius. Under favour, theſe Inferences flow from 
Miſtake, not from the Mortality of the Soul. 

Euſebius. From Miſtake! if the Soul be material. 
muſt not irs ſupream Felicity confift in the Fruirion of 
ſome Temporal, ſome Senſual Object ? 

Athymius. Some Philoſophers are of this Opinion. 

Euſebius. It is therefore lawful ro poſtpone any inferior 
Good to the Supream, to hazard all Acceſſaries, to en- 
ſure the Principle. 


Atymius. What then ? : 
Eufebins. Why: I may at any Rate conſerve Life, if 


in Danger; for this is the Baſis, the Foundation of Hap- 
pineſs ; ſo that if a Tyrant commands me to deny God, 
with a Piſtol in one Hand, and a Sword in the orher, I 
I may comply without Offence to my Maker, or Scandal 
to my Neighbour ; and rhen your Crimes minorum gen- 
tium, upon the ſame Account, muſt ſtand for Vertue. 

Ff 4 Athymius., 


* 
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Athymius, You miſ-repreſent my Doctrine, and exe 
poſe it in ſo monſtrous a Dreſs, to hollow in the Rabble 
upon me. I tell you therefore once more, it's more no- 


ble to die a Man, than to live an Impoſter : For, as I ſaid, | 


Man's ultimate Felicity conſiſts in the Practice of Ver- 


tue, and his Miſery in the Exerciſe of Vice: Now in 


the fore- mentioned Circumſtances, we muſt give up our 
Carcaſs ro Fire and Faggor, rather than ſecure it by a 
Crime; for of two Evils, Reaſon tells me, I muft chuſe 
the leaſt; now it's a leſs to refign Life, than to forfeit 
our Happineſs, that conſiſts in Vertue, by Thefts, Mur- 
thers, or Adulteries. a 

Euſebius No more of Vertue as you love Senſe ; in 
your Scheme, it's nothing bur Sound and Viſion, 

Athymius, Though the Soul be mortal, ſome Actions 
may (1 preſume ) be conform to the Dictates of right 

ealon, and others deform, 

Euſebius. To the Dictates of Divine Reaſon, but not 
of Man's; for Reaſon in your Hypotheſis muſt be filed 
off the Liſt of our Prerogatives: This glorious Quality 
ſinks into bare inſtinct, and nothing claſhes with any in- 
nate Principle that obliges Senſe. 

Beſides, though ſome Actions were deform, and others 
conform to right Reaſon; yet thoſe could not be worthy 
of Blame, nor theſe of Praiſe, becauſe an Agent com- 
pounded of Matter and Motion acts by Impulſe and 
Neceſſity, and by conſequence can neither practiſe Ver- 
tue nor Vice, - 

But ſuppoſing him capable of Vertue, yet we ſhall 
find it a leſs Evil to deſert Vertue, than to die in its De- 
fence; for if the Soul be Mortal, Death is deſtitute of 
the very Appearance of Good ; it ſtrips a Man not only 
of Happineſs, bur of, rhe very Hope of retrieving the 
Misfortune, for it throws him into a State of Nothing. Now 
Sin (in your Theology) corrects the Evil with ſome 
Grains of Good ; it preſerves Life, the Baſis of Happineſs, 
and though ir ſtops the Stream of Felicity you place in 
Vertue, it does nor drain it; he may riſe after bis Fall, 
and ſo recoyer his loſt Happineſs: Death therefore being 


the greateſt Evil, he may purchaſe the Continuation of 
Life ar the Expence of Honour, Honefty and Conſcience, 

Athym. Death for the Defence of Vertue, has nothing 
eviſ Hur faney 3 bear off the gaſtly Yizours, and 215 
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will diſcover nothing but Charms: Can Imagination 
frame a fight more raviſhing, than a Hero that declares 
for Vertue on the Scaffold, that dares be honeſt in ſpight 
4 Torments ? Such a noble Cauſe melts an expiring 
brave Soul into Tranſport, and Extaſie; it overſets his 
Faculties with Pleaſure, and drowns em in an Ocean 
of Delight: to ſoar above the common Impreſſions of 
Fear is a noble Flight, and to laugh in the Face of Tor- 
ments a beautifying Piece of Courage. 

Euſeb. For all that, you will give me leave to tell you 
T admire more your Martyrs Stupidity, than his Bravery ; 
and I am apt to. believe, he w -uld reſign you all his Plea. 
ſure, if you would rake his Pain into the bargain, Bur 
ſuppoſe he overflows with Delight in this critical Mo- 
ment, he flaſhes into nothing the next. What proportion 
therefore is there between the loſs ot Life that is Eternal, 
and the Satisfaction of a Moment If therefore the Soul 
be mortal, Vice with Pleaſure is preferrable to Vertue 
without Reward, and by Conſequence your Hero dies 
rather worthy of Piry, than Applauſe ; becauſe he chuſes 
Death void of all Good, before Life the Baſis of all Hap- | 
pineſs, and ſo croſſes manifeſtly upon that Statute, by 
which the preſent Controverſie is tried, Of toe Evils the 
leſs is to be choſen, 


—— 


DIALOGUE IX. 
F Man's Soul be mortal, he bas no laſt End. 


Athym. TJ le Arguments ab abſurdo, are ill Featured, 

they raiſe more Duſt than Light, and rather 
puzzle than convince ; give me a direct Proof that the 
Soul is immaterial, and I fling up the Cauſe. 

Euſeb. Abſurdities are the Spawn of Falſhood, not of 
Truth ;-and when the Sequel is abſurd, the Theſis can- 
not be reaſonable ; if therefore the Conſequence of the 
Soul's Mortality cut upon a known Truth, the Tenet it 
ſelf muſt be erroneous : Theſe Arguments then are well 
complexioned, and fir for the Poſt I aſſign them; they 
ſpring Evidence and fluſh Conviction; Obſtinacy may 
Wichſtand em, but Reaſon can't; However, N me 
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leave to explain another Inference of your Opinion, and 
then I will come to thofe Proofs you call for. | 

Surely, you are not ſo great a Stranger to your own 
Defires, as not to feel an Inclination to be happy; this 
Paffion is heredirary to the whole Species; it accompa- 
nies us in all Stations, and even to the Death-Bed, 
when all other Appetites either ſleep or expire, this grows 
more keen, and ravenous: Now, why has Nature ſtampt 
on our Souls ſuch a longing after Happineſs > Why has 
ir-inflamed us with ſo fond a Paſſion, that we court it 
under a thonſand Diſguiſes? Why has it equip'd us for 
Conqueſt, if Victory be impoſſible? Certainly at our 
Creation, God never intended to treat us like April Fools, 
by ſending us on Adventures, that muſt end not only in 
Diſappointment, but Affliction. 

All Philoſophers rake ir for a Peſtulatum, that natura 
nil agit fruſtra; if therefore Nature never acts in vain, 
the carking Defire of Happineſs that haunts us from the 
Cradle to the Coffin, may be ſatiated by the Fruition of 
ſome Object. I ſay fariated, for Happineſs cannot be 
compleat whilſt we deſire what we do nor poſſeſs, or 
fear ro be diſcarded of what we enjoy; for Deſire implies 
want in the very Notion, and Fear a Poſſibility of want, 
thar ſtirs up to ger this to ſecure, and both ſuppoſe Unea- 
—— and Diſſatisfaction, and by Conſequence exclude 

icity. 

Now it's evident, 1 in this World is able to ſa- 
riate the Heart ot Man, the Poſſeſſion never anſwers Ex- 
ctation; the moſt promiſing Enjoyments languiſn upon 
xperience, and ſleep upon the Senſes; we rowl from 
the Poſſeſſion of one Object, to the Deſire of another; 
diſfatisfied in all States, content in none. Alexander the 
Grear could never par any Boundsto his Ambirion, though 
he did to his Conqueſts ; his Deſires widen d with his 
Dominions, and when he had almoſt conquered one 
World, his Pride would have attempted the Conqueſt of 
a Thouſand; the prodigious Treaſures of rhe Eaſt could 
not top his Avarice ; his Wiſhes were as prodigal as his 
Largeſſes: So chat his wants ran higher than his Reve- 
nue, though he had ren Millions of Talents he poſſeſs'd 
nothing becauſe he defired more; his Pleaſures of Senſe 
kept pace with rhoſe of his Power; yet after all he was 

not happy, becauſe diffarisficd, , - 
ow 
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Now if mighty Princes who walk on Crowns, and 
tread on Silver, who have power to command Pleaſures, 
and a Fund to ſupport them, feel the Points of Thorns 
on Beds of Roſes, the Pangs of Want in the Arms of 
Plenty, Crofles in Succeſs, and Diſappointment in theit 
moſt forrunare Enterprizes, muſt we not pronounce them 
Miſerable in the very height of their Felicity ? And if it 
can be found neither in Empire, Riches, nor Senſuality, 
nor in all together, muſt we not conclude Man's ſum- 
mum bonum dwells in a ſuperiour Region ; and that we 
muſt leave this World before we can enter upon the 
poſſeſſion of ir ? | 

In a word, the defire of Happineſs is ingrafted in our 
Nature, it may therefore be attained, becauſe its impoſ- 
fible Men ſhould be born with a narural rendency to a 
Chymera ; there is no meeting ir in this World, there- 
fore we muſt expect it in the other; our Souls therefore 
ſurvive our Bodies, and if for one Moment, they muſt 
remain Erernally ; for without this perpetual Duration 
there can be no Content, becauſe no Security. 
' Athymius, I own Philoſophers have been at a Plunge 
to aſſign this ſummum bonum of Man: Some have ſeated 
it on the Pinacle of Honour; others have placed ir in the 
Pleaſures of rhe Body ; bur the firſt is roo thin, roo airy, 
and too precarious to ſatiate a reaſonable Soul; and the 
ſecond too brutal. I am inclined to fix it with Ariftotte 
in the Satisfaction of our moſt noble Faculty, that has 
no ndance on Forrune, nor lies within the reach of 
Caſualties : Now it's agreed on all ſides, that nothing 
comes up te the Underſtanding, therefore our Felicity 
muſt conſiſt in the ſatisfaction of this glorious Faculty. 

_ Bur where ſhall we chop upon this Bearifying 
Object ? ; . 

a, The ſtately Machine of the World will furniſh 
us a large Proſpect of Conremplarion and Pleaſutes. I 
can never contemplate the Beauty of rhe Firmament, 
the fine Subordination of rhe Celeſtial Orbs, their vari- 
ous, yet regular, Circumvolutions, but I find my ſelf in 
Rapture and Extaſie. Sometimes I dive into Cauſes, 
and conſtrue Virgil by Experience, Felix qui potuit re- 
rum copnoſcere cauſas : When my Underſtanding is po- 
ſed, I ; "4 over the Difficulty, and am even charm'd 


with my Ignorance ; for a nenplus has its ä 


TT” 


and there is a Charm in knowing we are ignorant of 
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ſomething. | | 

Euſeb, This Contemplation is indeed a handſome Di- 
verſion, bur a lean Felicity; and I am apt to think it's 
far more capable to puzzle than to content; for alas, we 
ſurvey thoſe Objects that are at hand through Miſts, 
and thoſe that are remote through falſe Proſpectives: So 
chat our Ignorance extends wider than our Knowledge, 
and our Intellect is rather hataſs d with Doubts and a- 
larm'd with Suſpicions, than regal'd with ſtaunch. De- 
monſtration. Now I ſuppoſe Ignorance rather frets the 
Underſtanding than ſatiates it; Doubrs rack it, and 
Suſpicions clap it on the Torture: How then can this 


ſine Contemplation you talk of lay aſleep all our Deſires, 


and place us in a ſtate of Repoſe s 


But 24h), if Hunger ravage my Stomach, and Penury 


my Purſe; If I rug ar an Oar, will Contemplation ſilence 
Appetite ? or fill my Purſe ? or knock off my Chains? 
Alas, Sir, theſe Miſertes fir hard upon a Man in ſpight 
of Speculation, and muſt be removed by ſome more ef- 
fectual means than Knowledge. 

3dly, All the World cannot whip and ſpur for Oxford 
and Cambridge ; ſome have no Wir for Studies, ſome no 
Inclination, and others no Leiſure ; Clowns find upon 
Experiment that Action turns to better account than Spe: 

culation, and you will never perſwade them to truck the 
Spade for Ariftotle or Archimedes, 
Again, Women, I ſuppoſe, may lay ſome claim to 
Happineſs as well as Men; muſt they alſo leave the Di- 
ſtaff to con Plato and contemplate Nature, whillt they 
ſhould make Bonelace ) I always ſuppos d the ſupream 
Felicity of every individual was the ſame with that of the 
whole Species ; bur no, it varies with Conſtitutions and 
my — 3 and you treat the Sex in England with as 

little Ceremony as the Bonzees in Fapan, who diſcard 
them of all Title ro Happineſs; but this is to poſtpone 
the Scripture ro Pomponatius ; to rely more on the Reve- 
ries of an Atheiſtical Pedant, than on the Authority of 
Jeſus Chriſt. | | n 
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DIALOGUE X. 
The Soul is Immaterial. 


Euſeb. V OU called for direct Proofs of the Immateri- 
| ality, I muſt comply with your Deſire. 


1. | 
Man is a free Agent, and by conſequence his Soul 
draws not its Origin from Matten Sure you will not 
oblige me to prove a thing ſo clear, ſo evident. We ex- 
perience this Liberty in our Actions; we may continue 
the preſent Diſcourſe or interrupt it: I am not neceſſi- 
tated to ſpeak nor you to hear me. Upon this perſwa- 
ſion of Freedom Commerce is carried on and Govern- 
ment founded: Who would truſt a Neighbour, were he 
not perſwaded Honeſty were in his power? And why 
ſhould a Murderer leave his Life on a Gibber if the 
Crime was unavoidable ? In fine, why do all Common- 
wealths diſcourage Vice by Puniſhmenrs, and encourage 
Vertue by Rewards, bur upon this Univerſal Per{wafion 
that Man is a free Agent? This being premiſed, I argue 
thus. | 
Liberty is a power to act and not act, when all things pre- 
required for Add ion are ready; for no Creature can be 
conceived free that is antecedently determined to one ſide 
of a Contradiction. Now if there be a power in Man, 
that can ſuſpend an Action, when all things prerequired 
are preſent, its Action depends not upon any Diſpoſiti- 
on either in the Object or Organ; and by conſequence, 
it muſt be independent of Matter; but if the Action be 
independent, the Power it ſelf muſt be ſo allo; for no 
Operation can be more perfect than its Cauſe. 
If you ſay the Will is not determined by it ſelf, but 
by the Charms ot ſome apparent good, or ſome material 
Diſpoſitions in or without the Organ, you overthrow the 
very Notion of Liberty; for then it can no more abſtain 
from Action, than the Eye, when all things neceſſary 
for Viſion are preſent. Seeing therefore Man is ſuppoſed 
free, and that Freedom is incompatible with a Deter- 
mination that proceeds from any previous Diſpoſition 
in Matter, yet we muſt conclude ir determines it ſelf, 


and by conſequence, is independant of Matter, ( 5. e. ) 
Immaterial. g 9 
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_ To expoſe this Truth in a greater light, do we not 
ſometimes martiſie the Inelinations of Fleſh, and hold in 
the rendency of Appetite > How many tie up their Bo- 
dies ro Chaſtity in ſpight of Sollicitations ? Suppreſs the 
Sallies of Intemperance by Abſtinence, and of Drunken- 
nels by Sobriery ? Now if the Soul depends on the Body 
ir cannot baplk its Inclinations : Can a Horſe reſtrain Ap- 
petite when he ſtands at a full Manger, and faſt in the 

preſence of Provender ?. Alas, poor Creatures, their Souls 
and Bodies are made. of the ſame ſtuff; arid io thoſe have 
no Superiorixy, nor Juriſdiction over theſe : In all their 
Flights and Purſuits they follow che Direction of Senſe ; 
whatever glides ſmaothly upon the Organ, the Soul em- 
braces, and whazever grates upon it railes its Averſion. 
What material Diſpoſition could force Sr. Laurence ra- 
ther ro broil on 4 Grjd-Iron, than to apoftarize from his 
Religion? They all banded againſt his Reſolution; Senſe 
perſwaded him to relent, and his Body ſunk under the 
violence of Torments; yer bis great Soul was deaf to the 
Clamours of Senle; it ſacrificd the Body to conſerve its 
nacence; You may as ſoon perſwade me that Ice can 
burn, and Fire freeze, as that a Material Principle can 
thus act contrary to the Diſpofitions of Matter; bur St. 
Lawrence did, and thouſands beſides; therefore there is 
in Man a Principle at determines it ſelf, and conſequent- 
ly | k of Matter. 


AR tt 0 2. 
If the Saul be material all Pleaſure muſt be conveyed 
unto it by che Channel of ſome Senſe ; no agreeable Per- 
Cceprian can come at it, but by the Mediation of corporeal 
N 3 but the Soul is capable of Delight, that has no 
Influence on Senſe, that redes wholly in the Under- 
ſtanding ; thus the Diſcovery of a Truth diſtracted A7. 


chimedes, and he demonſtrated himſelf almoſt our of his 


Wits z he was not able to bear the Impreſſion of Joy, 
but over-ſer with the affecting Charms of his caſual 
Diſcovery, he leap'd our of the Bath, and ran naked 
through rhe Streets, without any Regard to Age or De- 


Now, what plunged this Mathematician's Soul into 
ſuch an Ocean of Delight? Nothing bur a new found 
Truth, ſo praper to the Underſtanding, that no Senſe 
could pretend any Share in it ; it came not within the 
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Reach of the Eye, or Smell, it was too airy to be finger- 
ed; and I believe a thouland Demonſtrations, though 
never ſo high ſeaſoned, would prove a meager Regale to 
the Palate. Seeing therefore a material Soul can receive 
no agreeable Senſation, bur from an Imprefſian ſtamp d 

on ſome Senſe; and that the Pleaſure of Archimedes, was 


not the Object of any Senſe, we muſt conclude it re- 


fided in the Soul, without Dependance on any Senſe, and 
by Conſequence that bis Soul was immaterial. 

Athym. Theſe are a Pack of Hackney Arguments, and 
{ent upon all Expeditions ; they are a Kind of enfans per- 
due, expoled in every rencounter ; but after all, they are 
more fir for Ap , than Service. I have not time 
at preſent to diſcover their Weaknels ; in the mean time, 
ſuppoſing the Soul immarerial, Why muſt it be immortal ? 

Euſeb. The Arguments I propole are ordinary indeed, 


and lie in every Man's way, but they are not leſs con- 


cluding, becauſe obvious ; all may underftand them, bur 
no Libertine can anſwer them. You ask me why, from 
Immateriality, I infer Immortality? Give me leave to 
put this Queſtion, Is the Maſs of Matter, that makes up 


the World, naturally Eternal ? 


Athym. Yes. 

Euſeb. Can you prove it? 

Athym, Philoſophers, if I am not miſtaken, prove it 
thus ; God as Author of Nature never. withdraws his 
Hand from any Creature but at the Exigence of ſome 
contrary Agent. Now Matter has no contrary ; all the 
operative Qualities in Nature reſide in Matter, and 
though they fall our among themſelves, it enters not in- 
ro the Quarrel, bending to neither fide, it's a Friend to 
all. In fine, being the common ſubject of Contraries, it 
can be oppolite ro none, and there lies out of the reach 
of Corruption. | 

Euſeb. I receive your Reaſon, bur then it anſwers 
your Query; for if the Soul be Immaterial it muſt be 
Spiritual; there is no Mean between theſe two Extreams. 
It cannot be an Accident: For it's agreed on all hands, 
that Man is a ſubſtantial Compound; therefore the moſt 
noble Ingredient muſt be a Subſtance. Such is his Soul, 
without doubt, for this intitles him to Reaſon, and fears 
him above the Herd. The Soul therefore is a Spiritual 
Subſtance ; ( id eſt) a Spirit: Now, no material Agent 
can 
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A Spirit, becauſe it can have no Oppoſitiot 


ean act upon 


_ to it g therefore, ſeeing nothing in Nature requires its 


1 naturally requires to exiſt as well as 
Atrer.. 1 * 9272 a "SY 8 

Indeed, as God gave it a Being, ſo he can at Plea ſute 
recall. the Gift; but then he muſt act as Sovereign, not 
as Author of Nature; for in this Quality he never with- 


draws His conſetving influence, but at the Exigence of 


ſome contrary Agent; now the Soul having no contrary, 
God as the Author of Nature muſt conſerve it Erernally, 
Aeym. Your-Arguments, though obvious, make (1 
confeſs.) ſome” Impreſſion, and though they do not con- 
vince, at leaſt they perſwade, but the Reſemblance be- 


tween Men and Beaſts hangs cruelly in my Head; they 


are ſo like, that merhinks they muſt be made of the 
ſame-Ingredienrs : Their Species is propagared by Gene- 


ration, they grow up by Degrees, and receive Nouriſh. 


ment and increaſe from Meat and Drink; ill Uſage heats 
their Paſſions, K indneſs cools 'em ; they hear, ſee, ſmell 
and taſt, and regulate their Actions by the Senſes ; they 
lie open to Diſeaſes, and at laſt ſink under Age or Mala- 
dy; is not this an exact Picture of Man? Does he not 
make as ignoble an Entrance into the World, and as 
ſnameful an Exit, as the vileſt Inſect? He rolls in Or- 
dure nine Months, and then ſalutes the Light with Tears 


and Clamours; he begs a Livelihbod of all Creatures, 


and courts the very Beaſts for Suſtenance and Cloathing; 
Paſſions grou upon him with Years, Age inſtills Vigour, 


and. Malice ſets em on fire; his Brutality vies with that 


of Bears; and his Cruelty out- runs the Rage of Lions; 
he is furniſnid with Senſes as well as they, and gives 
himſelf over to their Direction: If Beaſts languiſn un- 
der. Diſeaſes, is Man exempt from the Inconvenience ? 
They both ſtruggle with Diſtempers, diſpute their Poſt; 
and then ſurrender to Death, and what temains but 
breathleſs Carcaſes. Alexander and Bucephalus lie on 
the ſame level, the Duſt of the Emperour has no Privi- 
lege above that of the Horſe. Seeing therefore Beaſts 
are mortal, why muſt we inveſt Man with Immortality? 
A Reſemblance of Operations ſuppoſes a Likeneſs of Prin- 
ciples ; and when the Effects are equal, it's againſt Rea- 
fon tõ make the Cauſes unequal, 


Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. In the firſt place, yout Argument proves as ſtrong- 


ly the Immortality of Beaſts Souls, as the Mortality of Man's, 


Athym, Nay, then Il forſwear diſputing. 

Euſeb, Would all Gentlemen take the ſame Reſolution, 
Religion would be more regarded among us, and the Civil 
Government leſs divided; for whoſcever diſputes Articles 
of Faith believes none; and it's a general Remark, that 
thoſe who eternally enter upon Controverſie, give more Evi- 


dence of Infideliry than Wit: This is (if I am not miſta- 


ken) your Argument; thete is a moſt perfect Reſemblance 
between Men and Beaſts; both as to the Neceſſity of dy- 
ing, and to all the apparent Sequels of Death; but Beaſts 
die entirely, therefore Men die entirely. | 

Athym. It is. 

Euſeb. Let us now turn the Tables; There is a moſt per- 
fect Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts, both as to the Ne- 
ceſſity of Dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of Death; 
but Men die not entirely, therefore Beaſts die not entirely, 

Athym, Under favour, you obtrude a wretched Sophiſm 
for a ſtaunch Reaſon; my Argument ſtands upon an avow- 
ed Principle, whilſt yours ſuppoſes the Queſtion we con- 
tend for: It's agreed on both ſides, the Souls of Beaſts are 
mortal; if therefore there appear an exact Conformity, be- 
tween them and men, in the whole Series of their Life, 
and Sequel of their Death, I may very Philoſophically 
infer men's Souls are mortal, ſeeing we both agree thoſe of 


' Beaſts are; but you cannot conclude the Immortality of 


Beaſts Souls from that of Men, for this lies under debate; 
we are in queſt of this Prerogative, and cannot determine 
whether Man owes his Claim to Nature, or Flattery, or 
Vifion : The Conlequence therefore drawn from one con- 
teſted Antecedent is illegal; ir neither helps the Opponent, 
nor foils the Defendant. 

Euſeb. The Queſtion is not what I believe, but what you 
can reaſonably conclude preciſely from the Reſemblance 
between Men and Beaſts, I ſay, you can no more infer the 
Mortality of humane Souls, than the Immortality of thoſe 
of Beaſts. We lee the one and the other die, but the Senſe 
is unable to bring any News of the Soul, though you ſend 
em on Diſcoveries : If you venture upon a Diſſection of 
their Bodies, you may come at the Diſtemper that carried 
em off: bur you will meet with no Symptoms of Mortali- 
ty or Immortality; and therefore ſtanding to the bare Re- 
ſemblance, your Argument has no ad vantage over mine. 

But I acknowledge ( ſay you) that the Souls of Beaſts 
are Mortal ; but then * I believe thoſe of Men 

E ca 
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ro be Immortal. If therefore you abandon the Reſem- 
blance, and caſt the Cauſe upon my Authority, rely upon 
ir, in one Caſe as well as in the other: If it is of no weight 
for the Immortality of Man's Soul, why ſhall it enter into 
the Proof of rhe Mortality of Beaſts ? | 

If the Reaſons with which | eſtabliſh the Mortality of 
the Souls of Beaſts, prove the Mortality of thoſe of Men, 
you come up to the Point; in this Caſe my Reaſons might 
help on your Argument, but not by Authority; but alas, 
Sir, the Reaſons for the one ſide have no relation to thoſe 
of the other: Thoſe that maintain che Mortality of Beaſts 
are foreign to Man, and would remain in their full Strength 
though he were not in being. fe. | 

Te draw to an end, I grant the Souls of Beaſts are 
Mortal, and that there is a great reſemblance between 
them and Men; the Queſtion is, what can be legally in- 
ferr'd from this. Similitude ? I ſay nothing, but that all 
that is animal in Man dies; his Body dies, his ſenſitive 
and vegetative Life end, and all thoſe Faculties that de- 
pend on Corporeal Organs ceaſe with the laſt Breath. 
This is a fair Inference, and all Chriſtians receive it; bur 
then it ſtops at the Animal part of Man without touching 
the Reaſonable, whoſe Being and Operations have no de- 
pendance upon Matter. 

But you reaſon as ill as you believe, and your Logick 
is of the ſame Stamp with your Tenet. Man (ſay you) 
reſembles Beaſts in thoſe things that are common. to both, 
meerly as they are Animals ; therefore he reſembles in thoſe 
thing, that are proper to him as Man, Again, Beaſts die 
according to, the Senſitive Life, which, i eſſential to Animals, 
but Man reſembles Beaſts in that which s eſſential to Ani- 
mals; therefore he dies as to the Rational Life, which is 
not eſſential to Animals, In fine, Man is Mortal as to his 
Body, therefore be n Mortal as to his Soul, If this be Rea- 
ſon what is Sophilm? to conclude from a Part to the Whol: 
is a Soleciſm in Logick ; and to attribute to athing abſolutely, 
that belongs to it meerly, per accidens, is to defie Reaſon. 

In fine, if there be a great reſemblance between ſome 
Operations of Men and thoſe of Beaſts, there is as wide a 
difference between others; if therefore from a conformity 
of Actions you infer a ſimilitude of Principles, pray ſuffer 
me to conclude a difference of Principles from the diffe- 
rence of Actions. | 

I have already thrown before you tame Humane Opera- 
tions that muſt proceed from a Principle wholly different 
from any that is to be found in Beaſts; and to go no fur- 

| ; | | ther, 
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cher, What is chere in Beaſts that bears any Proportion 
to the Underſtanding; it enters into the very Eſſence, and 
rifles the moſt abſtruſe Receſſes of Nature; it defines, di- 
vides, and diſtinguiſhes; its Motion outſtrips rhe Winds, 
and its Rapidity diſtances Lightning; in a word, it em- 
braces the Poles together, and at one intellectual graſp 
clutches the whole Extent of the Univerſe. Beſides, Man's 
Soul calls all the Material Faculties“ ro account, and minds 
the Senles of their Miſtakes; it impeaches the Fancy of 
Folly, and laughs at thoſe Mormo's it creates to fright us: 
If it be of the ſame Alloy with them, how came ir by this 
Deſpotick Power? Who commiſſioned ir to call em to the 
Bar, and to pronounce Sentence? View all the Beaſts of the 
Field, and Birds of the Air, and you will not find one 
whole Soul pretends to any Superiority, to any ſurisdiction 
over their Bodies; they follow rhe Guidance ot Senſe, and 
believe the Intelligence of Fancy; they correct no Errors, 
becauſe they perceive none. Survey not their paſt Actions, 
nor conſult upon rhe future; for their Souls drawing their 
Origin from Matter, they derive all their Knowledge from 
rhe Senſes; and thus in Nature being equal, can exerciſe 
no Act of Superiority ; for he who corrects muſt be more 
knowing than he who is corrected, and he who commands 
than he who is forc'd ro obey. Seeing therefore rhe Soul 
of Man commands the Material Powers, unmasks rhe 
Illußions of Fancy and rhe falſe Reports of Senſe, that it 
judges of Objects not according to the Repreſenrarion of 
Corporeal Organs, but of a Superior Principle; it muſt be 
more noble than Senſe, ſuperior ro Imagination, indepen- 
dant of Matter and conſcquently Immaterial. 

Athym, Well, Sir, we have waded into the Depth of the 
Controverſie, it's time to retire: Your Arguments look 
fair without; at my leiſure I will examine whether 
they are ſound within, 

Euſeb. It's ſtrange that Men who build their Infideliry 
upon Conjectures will yield ro nothing bur Evidence: 
Why ſo much Caution againſt Truth, and ſo little againft 
Error? Is ir ſo much your Intereſt ro be in the wrong? 
and ſuch a Grievance to be in the right? Spend ſome cool 
Thoughts upon rhe matter; Spem ac metum examina, 
confront your Hope with your Fear; examine what you 
ſhall gain if your Soul be Mortal, what you will loſe if 
Immortal? If Immortal you forfeit all; if Mortal nothing. If 
therefore the Queſtion were meerly problemarick, you ſhould 
ſtand for that fide that promiſes more and threatens leſs, & 
ſuoties incerta erunt omnia tibi fave, if Iam miſtaken I ſhall 
'3 + never 
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never deplore my Error, nur even perceive it; but alas, Sir, 


if you are in the wrong, you will once diſcover yours, and 
always deplore it, but never retrieve your Misfortune. 
The Arguments of Euſebius 2 ſome Impreſſion on 


the Gentleman, and this ſnort Reflexion more; but the 


diſmal end of that Arch- Atheiſt Theomachus finiſnt his 


Converſion : So that I may ſay the Gentleman was rather 
ſcared than argued imo a Senſe of his Duty, Euſebius 
received in the nick of time an exact account of that un- 
fortunate Gentleman's Death from a Friend in Town; 
and it's ſo remarkable in all irs Circumſtances, that God 
ſeems to have permitted it for the Inſtruction of Poſterity, 


and to convince Libertines, that he not only puniſhes their 


Impieties in the next World, but often in this. Euſebius 


read the Letter as follows. 


Honoured Sir, ; 
Ermit me. to interrupt your Retirement with a ſhort Ac- 
count of a deplorable Accident : Your Antagoniſt Theo- 
machus is no more; Divine Vengeance has overtaken bis Im- 
pieties, and made bis Puniſhment no leſs aſtoniſhing than his 
Crimes ; he left the World a Convert indeed, but not a Peni- 
tent: For though he diſowned Atheiſm he retained the Sin, 
and delivered himſelf into the Hands of God's Fuſtice,. be- 
cauſe he deſpair'd of his Mercy: So that one would think he 
acknowledged a God meerly to provoke him; for by denying his 
Mercy to be infinite, be forcdhim to exert his Fuſtice, and dared 
bim to damn him, in ſpite of all bis Invitations to Repentance. 
That unfortunate Harlot, that ſome time before began his 
Ruin, at length compleated it ; ſo true it is, that the Inſtru- 
ments of our Sins, prove often thoſe of our Puniſhment, and 
that we find our Miſery in thoſe very things in which we 
place our ſupream Felicity: This Creature notwithſtanding had 
nothing extraordinary to recommend her, but the Liberties of 
a Pro 2 tute, and the Freedom of her Profeſſion; unfurniſ d 
of one good Quality, ſhe had gleaned up all the bad ones of the 
Sex: In a word, if her Face was fair, her Soul was black, 
her Fore-head of Braſs, and her Heart of Steel : However ſhe 
ſubdued Theomachus, and maintained her Conqueſt ; he ſur- 
rendered at Diſcretion, and to purchaſe ber Fquour made over 
bis Heart, his Eſtate, Reputation, and in the End his Soul 
alſo to this Town-gilt ;. for ſhe was no better. pd 20 
A Friend tool Compaſſion of this poor Gentleman, and ſuppo- 
fed he might conjure down his Paſſion, by expoſing the Lewd- 


meſs of his Idol : But alas, Theomachus was not only en- 
chanted with the Charms of ber Perſon, but ( what is more 


inere· 


53 1 1 1 uy 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 453 
incredible) with thoſe of her Vertue : ſo that for Thanks he 
returned Curſes, and ask'd Sati action for the Advice, inſtead 
of benefiting himſelf. | | 

Nay, Sir, (ſaid the Friend) I ſhall ſoon make a Bankrupt, 
if I give good Conunſel and pay for it too. I have diſ- 
charged the Duty of a Friend, if you take me for an Enemy 
who can help it 2 My Intention is friendly, and my Counſel 
wholſome, Why do you miſconſtrue that, and turn this into 
Poi ſon ? It's no Injury to tell a Friend he is injured ; no Aﬀront 


to convince him he is affronted ; Well, Sir, I abandon you to 


her Mercy, and I am ſure, Icannot leave you in worſe Company. 
Theomachus acquainted his Miſtreſs with the Paſſage, 
and envenomed his Friends Diſcourſe with a mortifying Com- 


ment ; ſhe flew out into all the Extravagances of Paſſion at the 


Recital, and would have melted into Water had not Revenge 
ſet all her Humours on fire, She would by all Means forſooth 
abandon her Gallant, unleſs he vindicated her Honour, pro- 


mulge his Cowardice, and curſe his Ingratitude. 


I am.informed this was nothing but Artifice and Stratagem : 
She had been too prodigal of her Favours, to be nice of her 
Reputation, ſhe had long ſince diſcharged both Honour and 


. Conſcience, and placed her Glory in the very Centre of Infamy, 


She had plumed poor Theomachus to feather ber own Neſt, 
and was now willing to remove him out of the way to make 
room for freſh Gallants ; ſo that her Enemies Death was the 
Pretence, and Theomachus is the real Deſign of her Revenge. 

This poor Gentleman had no mind to appeal to the Sword 
in Defence of his Miſtreſs ; he knew her Cauſe was as bad as 
bis Skill, but however overcome by her Importunity, he ſent 
4 Challenge, and required an Anſwer ; this done raiſed more 
Pity than Anger in his Friends Breaſt. Theomachus (ſaid 
he) bas lived her Slave, he has now a mind to turn Knight- 
errant, and die her Martyr: Tears may indeed waſh out her 
Crimes; but all the Blood in his Veins is unable to reſtore her 
Innocence, I have performed the Office of a Friend, he pro- 
vokes me to add that of an Enemy; he ſcorns my Counſel, and 


importunes me for a Stab; but if ill Nature deſerves Reſent- 


ment, it ſhall not move me to Revenge. 

However, Theomachus was on fire, and the Filt blazed it 
into a Flame ; he met his Friend and drew upon him with the 
Rage of an Enemy, but Fortune declared againſt him as well as 
Juſtice ; the Sword ſlipt through bis Lungs, and he ſpeechleſs to 
the Ground: he was carried home in a Trance, and every Body 
ſuppoſed he breathed his laſt ; his Miſs who had been Inſtru- 
mental to his Misfortune, was all Sorrow without, all Foy 
within ; ſhe wept in earneſt, but mourned in jeſt, and _ 
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her Grief appeared too extravagant to be real: Reaſon at length 
returned, and Theomachus with romling Eyes, and deep Sigh, 
cried out Where am I ? Oh, I burn and freeze, Fire and Ice 
oft thorough every Vein; methinks I feel all the Pains of the 
Damned. T leave Time behind, and ſtand upon the Brink of 
Eternity. | | | 

What, ſays a Gentleman, is then the Soul immortal? Is 
there a Hell to puniſh Crimes, and a God toinfli& the Puniſh- 
ment? I thought the Exiſtence of a God, was Viſion, and of a 
future State, Fable and Romance. | 

Paſſion (replied Theomachus) concealed theſe Truths, Death | 
diſcovers the Heart may be an Atheiſt, but not Reaſon. Mat 
we earneſtly deſire, we eaſily believe: A vehement Paſſim ſup- 
plies the place of Demonſtration ; but now alas, the Proſpet 
of Death has laid thoſe Vapours, that interpoſed between Time 
and Eternity ; the Curtain is drawn, and T take a full Survey 
of that boundleſs Ocean without Bottom, wathout Shore, | 

The Company qver-oved at this une æpected Converſion, oalled 
4 Divine to bring him to a perfect Senſe of bis Duty ;. he laid 
before him ali the Motives, Charity and Learning were able to 
| ſuggeſt, and preſs'd em bome with ſuch a moving Emphaſis, 

| that all melted into Tears, befides the unfortunate Gentleman 
whom they moſt concerned. 

Sir, ( ſuid the Divine) your Glaſs is run; few Moments 
divide you frem Eternity : You ſtand upon the laſt Confines o 
Time, and will either fall into the Torments of the Damne 
or fly up into the never-ending Pleaſures of the Bleſſed, Im- 
penitence conveys you to Hell, g hearty Repentance into Heaven; 
thongh your Sins are great, God's Mercy is greater; al Par- 
don, he will not refuſe it; a contrite Soul diſarms his Fuſt ice, 
and turns his Severity into Mercy. 

The ſick Man ſhewed more Symptoms of Rage than of Re- 
pentance at the Diſcourſe, and ſeemed rather ſullen, than 
moved with the Exhortation ? 

At laſt Tremember the time (cry'd he with a doleful accent) 
when thoſe words would have diſſolved me into Tears, and 

ſplit my Heart with Sorrow ; but now, alas, my Eyes are drier 

A than a Flint, and my Heart more obdurate than Marble: I ſee 

. my Crimes, and tremble at the Proſpect, but cannot deteſt them. 

If you caſt one Eye (replied the Divine) on the Hinouſneſi 

of your Sins, pray turn the other to the greatneſs of God's Mer- ſ 
« cies; if the one breeds Deſpondence, the other Hope and Confi- t 
- dence: one I have ſinned to the Lord, freed David from the D 
Guilt of Adultery and Murder : The good Thief mounted the b 
Croſs a Criminal and was tahen down a Saint; yet one me- is 
mento mei wrought his change and raiſed him from Hell to tl 

| | Heas 
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Heaven. Peter, the Favourite of Feſus Chriſt, baſely diſown'd 
his Maſter, and back d Apoſtacy with Oaths and Perjury ; yet 
no ſooner did he deplore his Sin but Chriſt pronounced his Par- 
don, and received him into his Favour. 

Theſe Inſtances, Good Sir, ( ſaid Theomachus) come not 
up to my Caſe; they tranſzreſs d their Duty through Frailty ; 
Humane Infirmity had a greater ſhare in their Falls than Ma- 
lice ; and thus they ſeem rather worthy of Compaſſion than Pu- 
niſhment : But I have not only ſcorned God's Laws, but flew 
in his Face; I have defied his Perſon, and denied his very Be- 
ing: An Infinite Fuſtice muſt chaſtiſe ſuch a flaming Inſolence; 
nay, and will; my Sentence is pronounced, and nothing re- 
mains to compleat my Miſery but the Execution. 

At leaſt ( replied the Divine) ash Pardon! Ts be damned 
out of a fear of being damned is extraordinary ; God has enga- 
ged his word, he will not refuſe his Mercy to thoſe who ſincere- 
ly implore it: He invites, he ſolicits ou to accept his Offer, 
why will you oblige his Goodneſs to abandon you to the diſmal 
Reſentments of his Fury? Has Hell ſuch Charms? Are hu 
Threats ſo inviting, and his Promiſes ſo frightful. x 

The loſs of Heaven (anſwered T heomachus) bolts Darts of 
Sorrow and Rage through every Artery ; and the very Apprehen- 
fions of Hell ſtretches my Limbs upon all the Racks, all the Tor- 
tures of the Damned; methinks I feel the dire Embraces of thoſe 
mercileſs Flames, and ſmell the Vapours of Fire and Brimſtone. 
Did I repent, God I know would receive me into his Mercy, but 
I cannor, I will not. Scarce had he finiſh'd this deſperate Ha- 
rangue, which moved the ſtanders by to Horror, Indignation 
and Compaſſion too; but muſtering up all his Forces, he raiſed 
himſelf up, and claſping hu Arms about his Miſtreſſes Neck, 
For thee (ſaid he) alone do I defire to live; in defence of thy 
Honour I die, thou halt been my (ole Happineſs in this Life, 
and I will have no other in the next . In this poſture expired 
Theomachus, an unhappy Inftance to himſelf of God's Fudgment 
upon Atheiſts, but I hope it may prove fortunate to others. 


Honoured Sir, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 
N. N. 

Euſebius read the Letter with Tears, and the Company heard 

it with Tranſports of admiration ; all pitied the Gentleman's 
Mistortune, and blamed his Obſtinacy, Well (ſaid Athymirs) 1 
ſee Atheiſts and Libertines are leſs ſatisfied wich their Principles 
than they pretend; they will ſtand ſor em u/que ad gras, to the 
Death. bed, bur then when they ſtep into Eternity chey-leave em 
behind. If there be a God in the other World, certainly there 
is one in this; and if our Souls are Immortal when we die, they 
they are Immortal whilſt we live. Theamachus ſwore the Soul in- 
| | to 
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to Matter, and hectored God out of being, but could never rea- 
ſon em into nothing; his Rhodomontadoes ended in Trembling, 

and his Laughrer in Deſpair. God has left his Puniſhmenr a ſad 
Memorandum to the Living; I will profit by his Misfortune, and 
not inſtruct Poſterity by my own. ; | 
Euſebius was ſcarce come to himſelf; the Letter caſt him into 
a Melancholy Contemplation of Theomachus's Diſaſter and · God's 
ſevere Juſtice upon che wretched Gentleman. Ar lengrh (rurning 
to the Company) Theomachus (ſaid he) is gone, and his Death 
anſwers the Tenure of his Life; his Pleaſures have raken wing, 
and what remains bur a Coffin for his hong and a Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone for his Soul; he fed high ( ike the Rich Glutton ) 
and drunk higher; and as he followed his Example in this World, 
fo has he met with his Puniſhment in the other, and now cries 
loud for a Drop of Water to refreſh his Tongue, as before for 
Champagne to oblige Senſuality. Gentlemen! Vanitas Vanitatum 5 
omnia V anitas,all Temporal Enjoyments are vain and trivial, pur- 
chaſed with Pain, poſleſs'd with Fear, and loſt wich Regret; they 
diſguſt a good Man, and are unable to ſatiate an ill one; they 
may glide upon the Organ for a time, but cannot ſmooth the 
Heart; they fawn upon the Senſes, but always give a ſtab at par- 
ting. There is no Pleaſure here but in the practice of Vertue; this 
indeed is worthy the Purchaſe, and will pay Charges with Intereſt; 
it raiſes a Man above Fear, and diſencumbers him of all the un- 
eaſie Pangs ot Deſire; it turns a Sinner into a Saint, it gives him 
in hand a title to Heaven, and the poſſeſſion in remainder. 

Let us allow ſome time to cool and ſober Thoughts, and not 
make over our whole Lives to Merriment, tkat muſt end in Tears, 
or unrepented, in never- ending Deſpair. We walk on uneven 
Ground, and if we ſhut our Eyes, every Step leads us to a Preci- 
pice, from which there is no return: If Caution can give no Se- 
curity, into what an Abyſs will Negligence plunge us? 

Take up then, Gentlemen, and abandon Lewdneſs be fore it a- 
bandons you; turn Neceſſity into Vertue, and reſign de bonne grace, 
what within ſome Years you muſt in ſpight of Reluctance and Op- 
poſition: There is no Recipe againſt Death, no Protection; its 
Stroak is ſure, and often unforeſeen ; it attacks not ſo much by 
Violence as Stratagem; and if ir ſurpriſes us unprovided, we are 
undone for ever, for on this Moment depends an Eternity: It's 
eaſie to prevent an Eternal Miſery, but impoſſible (when once we 
are fallen into Hell) to abate the Flames, or to extinguiſh them. 

Oh the deplorable ſtate of a damned Soul! to feel always all the 
Evils, and all together that can be feared. What Death! never to 
enjoy the leaſt Good that can be deſired ? What Lite! to ſuffer al- 
ways! to deſpair always! and never to hope, will be the Eternal 
Imployment of a Reprobate! How little do Gentlemen believe 
this ſad Truth! How little do they comprehend it! and this is 
the Reaſon they ſin without Fear, without Remorſe. 

Oh the Folly of Men, who will not believe till Flames conſume 
their Infidelity, but not their Crimes! till Repentance proves 
Unprofitable, and their — becomes Eternal! , 

| ; FINIS. 


